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line 


4 from the. top, dele upon him, at the begiiminc; of tlie line, 
ill liie margin, ydr A. 11. 137, read 145, imd/«yr A, B. 755, re(ul'li>% 
17 irom I he toj>, /5r humesne, read hurricane, 

17 irom ihe lop, /5/* succeeded, succeeded* 
lower Hue but ouc, /or liis, 7 VY^r/is. 

7 irom the bottom, for sided, rmr/ seked*^ 

4 irom ditto, /hr orduaiiee, rcrt^/ordimiace. 

ill tlu‘ iirst marginal refmeuce, /hr A. D. 1553, w/r/ 1253. 
in t lie lower marginal reference, /hr A. D. 1125, 1255« 

3 from the top, dele’iw after expi'dieut, 

.10 from tlie top, /hr this, read thus. 

3 from tlie toj), /hr noble, read nolilcst* 

JO Irom ditto, /hr pros, at tlie eml of tin* line, read, pro* 

4 irom tlui liottom, /hr ''rurkun, m/^/Ttirau Shah. 

17 from the toj), /h?* he, read the 

17 from tlie hottoni, /cr possilile, possibly* 

14 irom the bottom, /hr firmanenl, firmament. 

14 irom the liottoni, /hr merchanics, rr//^/ meehunieSft 
It) from the holtom, /hr deemed, •?'<!« doomed. 

6 from the bottom, /hr to, 3 yv/^/ o1‘. 

in tlie 2nd line of the margin, /hr 67, vead<>t» 

18 fiann the bottom, /or on, read or. 

8 from the hotiom, dide nnder\ 

1« from ilietop,/or superinteud, read superinteiuliDg. 

12 from the toj>, prefix of* 

in the liottom line,/or fiowet, read flowert 

7 from the toi>, for than, 7*ea(l to. 
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CflMTKIl 1. 

Hundi'i’il (tnd Thhitj-sccond lo (hr llitiiditd uud I'lJI'l ripjiih oj the lllil;nuh, 

ESTABI.lSlIMKNTof ihv h(>ns(! of iii Abul Ah\m nl SviWwih, lir t (»1 

Dinasly. Saii'^^iiiiury procotMliiitr; ai^iuJhl llx’ v;un(iit,<lirt! jUiiiy. Mr '-ton oj Aim 
(Vriiild Klnu'aNSunn. J^»al()usit^s <‘oiic(Mv<‘(I ayaiiiNl Xint Ahiil \l>lM>trmo\« 

tlie M'ul of oovormutMil iVoin Kutuh to Anlvaor* Ahu Mosslom's \i,af u> Ijinu 
Abiil Ahltas : duvalion of liis iviyii. AcccM.sioii oHll Mtiii,sut\ or AliUrtu-n, . (id Khalit 
ol'tlio lioiisa of Ahhas, Kovolt al DainaioMosMtppnssoil hy A lot MossN-m. Wa < !ii«d' 
willuiraws Icovanls Kliorahsaam Is |>rovaih'<l upon to return to the (‘ouil (d ( I Miui an* 
law'hoHu presoiH't* lie i.-^ ulfuaiAcly ptil to (l(‘atli Ivdiinalr ofthost'wh t peiidirtl tlutiO'‘ 
his saniiuiiiary (‘aroor. lusinrectioii ofSetthad (lu* MavJ.iii. l>el<*fttoiL on a 

sioued by L'l Muiisur’s <'laiiit lo (Ik* booty. One nfllio .s(0ii> of lladiamu odaldi.hi** 
hiuisolf iu Afriea. lusurnn'lioii of Jhe l!oinidia!i stidtlenlv <pu llvd, Anollro umIo 
j’-iiiZjiii fiivorof the riieeof Falima, aKo .suppi'e.nsed. l.l Mtmoir found . (lie eii \ of llndi- 
dad, Wliieliis said to have been eoi!'.lrne!ed iua .i^real di'‘»ie*‘ fioin (he niin^ ol Mro.o in. 
Deatliof I'l Muiisnr. lncoii'sIs(''ue) ofbi.'i ehanuder, (lonuinnuin't ' Ihie.e l 

CHAITl^irc if. 

Uundrinl nud Vipij rh^^Jdh to the Uundtrd ftNil Miu fi/ Hiinl of thr llUIjrroh, 

•\eeession of Melu‘dy, Hid Khalif of (In* bouse cd* Abbas, iiie'. o( the iinpo.toi 

Alokenniju His orb^in, and eharaeter l?esie«.^ed in bii prundpal <'asllc, 1 h' <le'.liH\, 
liiiiiM'lf uiidlii.s iionipaiijons. Sueeessioji lolln* Kbelaufid arraii*;etl in f, not' of 1*1 (I:ntil)» 
and in leversion lo I lanut, Advuiun'iuenl of \ akublhe favot lie of M<djed\, He benone * 
a vielini lo bis lunnauily. (lireuiastniuM's preeeilin.:* anil aU<Mulin.v, ibetleaibof Mrltettv, 
Jlis chanieler, lnst<uie(‘sofluslo>eof jn-aiti*. Ills ehniieiiey, And nnluntuded hhn 
alily. l*roeee<(ii),r;s onliisdeullu Anessiou ofUl llumlv, *lVlb nf (hr l‘ioie ol \b 
bas. Insnmeiion of the I-aliiaile'. in ihjaifx suppri ssed. Aeeoinit .d tin* <d' 
l!u‘ Zeiuleiks.^ Ui'lini’idslnnl rank < f .tonn^ of (heir leaders I'liMe piojovMo aupas t 
llie eoKiposidons oi Ibe Koran, is fni^lrnled in lln* (‘speiimeiiL I'heir perieeuUoit and 
saippression, in llie liini* of HI llntulj and Ids pr* dVi <■ sor, HI Handy tpetrn U wub (tn 
juodier lor her iunbilinnsinttnloivoee, liis dt*si,^u to e\i'.Ind(‘ bis brolhni llaiuu (tom 
Hie sueeossion, defealed by bis own preiualnre deulb. IVriod of Ibal evml. wbtt b 
viii’hinsly a<rouiiled for, Aeeession of Ilaniu nrnuslud, Vlb of Ibe boie-e of Aliba*., 
Abdiealion on (he pari ofbis nephew JtmlVer. ’'rbetpteen inolberresitmes boriitiloenre, 
Her death eonsjons lluiinanui^eineul ofuffuirs lo Vabeya of the race of UermeK, or Bar* 
mek. HI Auudu declared heir apparent lo the throne' Seiaiees of Ids t^ovemor Haz/rl 
Bernuiky. Insurrection of Yabeya the ralimlle, in 'relnistaun. Hi* is hidneed lo sur 
render bis person, by the. address of Vivavl Wlio is nwnb* ««[ov<*rnor of Kino a sauu. 
Jauffer Bermekky abont^ the, sairn* time appointed j^onn-rnor of I’m (her Inmoi « 

aceumulalod on the family of the Barmecides. Ha* mi removes* the seat of I'overn 
nieniirom Baghdad to Uiikkah, Ally the Malnudle appoiuled mivernor of Khojassauo. 
Hanin makes tidivision of (he oinpire beUyeen HI Anmin and HI iVMimm, Innim of i|nab 
ilics, and distinguished iavor oj the, raeeol Barnudr, Hiiiis<*k assi'Oied for their uldniate 
disgrace aud destruction* Odium uUucUcd to the memory of tiuruii uu tbai act ounb 
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llostilitifs Ixitwccii Ilanm aiul llic Greek omperon Revolt at Sainarkjmd, (irRauilia 
the. non of l-aith. Who dofoats thetroops of Klionissaun. Hanui superseih's the tvraii- 
nicul govci’tior of the. latter province., ronwitluble [O’Oi^atss of <h(‘iiisniTeetiou in Trims- 
oxiana. Ilanufs great disquielmle, from a dream. iiiij)air(‘<l slate of his heahh. tic 
Diarehes into Kliorassaun. IlcachesTiisse. cireuuisliuices of liis death, llis childrtm. 
Tribute to the memory of his favorite wife Zohaidah. ... - Page - 23 

CUAVmi UL 

Ihmdral midNbicfy ihtrd u'* ^hc Two Hundred and Twenfi] mrnllt of l/tc ITidjmilu 

A(‘cessiouof U1 \mein Vllh ofllie house of Aldias. Proceedings on liis purl to secure his 

treasures. Prudent denu'anor of U1 Mlmma. Wliois c\(‘l«d(*d liy his hndherirom his 
riglil to tin* huccession. U1 Amein dispalchcHan army to invade Kliorassuiiij. Whicli is 
ilefealcd hy'l'anher Zulyen»rH‘in. Ill IVlanimi as.snmes jh(‘ lith‘ am) aidliority of Khalif. 
Inlaluaied iiidiHerenec of III Aineiii. .vnolher oflii,-* armies (hdeuled hy Ziilveimn'Mt. 
Ad<lress and continued successes of the la Her, Who is joined hy |)ou'erful reinforce- 
ments, under llarlhenmli, or I larellnnali. i)is<‘<nilenls aniongthe siilfjcds of D1 
Whose person is seized hy iluftseyne the Malmni(<‘. Rid nlliniately rivdinad to iiutl(i>- 
rily. The city of Mi'klvah di'clares lor Ul Manum, Siegi' ol Rnghdad. Despair of 
111 Anicin on tin* desiu'lion of tin* best part of his troops. Ks(*rlii>ns of lln* popnluee in 
delcin'<‘ of tin (‘apital. M in' gurrlson r<Mhi(‘ed to the last extreinily. Ul Amein falls nn- 
expeeledly int<» tln^ hands ofZnIyenun'in, hv wiiose direelioiis he is nllim:dcl\ put to d(':i|lL 
Surrender of Ihighdad. Report of iJaretlmnih to 111 Miiinnn, on the deal li of his hrolher. 
SlvrHdi f)f th<‘ ehariieter of Ul Amein, Acu'ession of I'l Mannin, Vlllh of tin* house of 
Ahhas, l)(‘clines ii\ing the seat of iiis go\enimeid at Ihiglidad, Insuneelioii of Nasser 
tlieson ofSheheil) in lr;d<. Aral), ZnlYemmaui blockades the insiirgisit at Uakkali. In- 
surrection of Ahu Serrayn, at Kufali. lie is atln<‘k<'d and dc!<iat(‘(l hy llarcilimali. 
Uitimalcly taken and put to death. Transactions at Ihissorali. At iMi'kl.ah when' tin* 
authority of the house of Ahhas is icstored, iMnlausscni sent to assume t In* govcrnuieid (»f 
Ycmem Disputes Indvvci'u llarclliniuh and the governor of Haglnlad, M'lie fornim' pr<t- 
cec'ds to Mi'i'u, wliere luf is put to death through the iidluenei' of the Vezixeir of Ul iMa- 
iimii. Insurrection aniaug tin' troops at Baghdad. 'Their defeats, and snhM‘i(neut vio- 
lent proe<*edings at that place*. Wreic he<i sitnulion of that <‘apilak Bc.sidution of Ul 
Mainnn in favor of Ally Huzza, whom In* ostensibly deelart'S, heir to the klieliiuful. 
Mdie troopsof Bagtiila<l ahjun* his aidliority in (‘onseijiimiec, and proi’laiin lliranhiin the 
son of Mehedy. Ul iMamun is ad vertisi-d of Ihesituuiion of we, stern Irak by Ally Hn'<^/a. 
Dentil of the latter at Thss(‘. Ul Mannin arrivc.s at Baghdad. >!uly<'mnein appoiii'c d 
to the government; of Klioras.sann, Inserreetion ofIhm)>ck kliorremdeiii. IViulausseni 
iiominati'd to sueeeed to Itii' empire, death of Ul iMainim, Sketch of characier, 
Aeces.sioii of Midaussem, \’Illth of 1l*'‘ housit of Ahhas. Foundation of Saumrali. De-- 
fcatand death <d‘tli(‘iinpohlor Bauhek. Hostilities with the (i reek (onjieror 'Pheophilu '. 
Conspiracy against Mutaii,ss<*m dcdcaU'd. llis deutli and character - - .. PO 

('llArTKR IV. 

Two Huudvi d and Twenty menth fo Uudniree llnndi^ulandThirly of the IJidjera/t. 

Accession of Ul Wautlick, IXlh Khalif of the house of vhhas. Death and charae- 
t(‘r. Ul Mutewukkel, Xlh of tlie hou.se of .vhbas. His aversion to Jews and Cliri^liaas, 
and intolerant spirit in <dh<‘r re,s|)ect.s. '\l)sur<i and eaprieions follies ; and death. He- 
marks in auticiputiom Ul Muntusser, Xjllh ofthe house of Ahhas. His short r<*ign and 
ilealh. Ul IMustaein, XHth ofthe house orAhl)as. Con.spiraey against his govi'niment, 
Among the Tartar men enaries. He. lakes refuge ai BaghdinU Is th<*re hesiegmi and 
compelled to abdicate his authority, Ul Mnattez, Xillth of the house of Ahhas. His 
Al)di<*ation: and deatlu Ul Muldmldy XlVth of tlie house of Ahhas, His abdication 
and death, and virtuous <*hmacl(’r. Ul Miiatemmed, .Wtli ofthe house of Ahhas. Ya- 
kub J/aksdefealmlby Ul AlouUek : anecdote of that adventurer. Suppression <d'lheZcngiucs 
at Bassoruhi Death of Ul Monflek, And ofUl Muatemmed, Sketch of his churucter, 
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Tlostilitios ^<^fwo(^n Ilanm ami the CJm'k onii)<*ror. Revolt at Sainarkaml, (»f Rautna 
the Hou of l/ailh. \V hod (‘feats thetroops of Klionissaun, I laruii supersedes tiu? tYrmi- 
ideal ;:jov(‘rn()r of the. latter proviiiee* Formidable proi^n'ss of lladiisiiiTeeiion in 'Iraiis- 
oxiaoa. Ilania’s eii'oat. dis(|uielu(le from a dream. Impaired Htat<M>f hislumllli. lie 
iiiarelu's into Khorassauu. ReaelKsslMsse, cireiuastaiiees of his death* J lis childr<‘u. 
Tribute tt> the mciHory of his favtu ilc wife Zobahlali, - * *. Page ^ 23 

(MSAFTKIl IIT. 

llunthrd mid Khu'fj/ ihirn o- '‘’.e' Tivo Jhmdr^d (ind Ttmili/ smniJi of I hr nuljrmh, 

A(‘eessi(niiof Ul Aniein VIll»ofthe,hot(seofAI>has.Pr<K’eedingsouliisparltose('ure his fat(i"»’’?j 
treirsiires* Prudent (hit)i(‘HUor oflll Manum* Wliois (‘\('liid(Ml by his brotlKudVoiu hi.s 
riyhl to tli(‘ saee<‘ssion. Ul Ameiu dispaleh(‘s an anuy to invade Khonissaiui. Wliicliis 
defeated hyd'auher Zulyemueiu. Ul Mumuii assumes the and aulhority of KhaliC 
lulatualed indiHereii<'(‘ ofUl Aiiiein. unUlnu' of liis ariiii(‘s d(dVab‘d hy Ziily<‘in!)e'ii, 
Addr(‘S,s and eontiiuied .sue('(\ss(‘s of (lu‘ latter. Who i.^ joimnl by |)ONV(‘rfnl nauldree- 
imuiis, under ! larthemali, or llarc'lluu.ili. |)i'ieout<‘uls amoni,', the subjects <d'lll Amein. 
Wdi<)S(‘ |M‘rson is .s(Mzed by ilu^seym* llu* Mabauil<‘. Jhil ullimalely l(‘^lor^(l ii> aiiliiO' 
rity. T!n‘ city of M(‘Kkah (bu'lares for Ul Mamuu. Siege of l^aglidad. Despair of 
Ul Arueiu ou tlu‘ desertion (»f tli(‘ Im.il part of his ln>ops, Kwrlions ol'llu' populace in 
deleneeoftln ea|ntaL ^I'he garri.son r<‘diieed to th(‘ last e\lremily. Ud iSinein falls uit- 
(‘\peeledly inbJ th(‘ hamis of /nl\emii(‘in, by whose dii^'elion.s lie is ullima!el\ put to d(':!l b. 
Surnmder of Ihiahd id* JU-porlof IJundhinab toUl Miiuiinu on the deatlioflii^ hrotlier. 
Skrteh of the (‘hanuder of Ul \inein. Acei'ssion of( 1 Maniun, \ lllh of |ji(‘ hon.si* of 
Abbiis. D(‘elines ii\ing the .s(‘al of Ids goNeninuml at Ihiiilidad. Iiisiinecdiosi of Nasser 
the son of Sheix'ih in Irak Aral). /iilY(‘nuieiii hloekades tlie insurgisHl al RaKkah* In- 
suneelion of Abu Smraya, al Kufali* l(i‘ is allaeked and ihdealed by ilarelbinab. 
Ultimately taken and jmt \o dealb. 'IVaiisaelions at Uassorab. \l \lel\l,ali ulieia* tin* 
authoril Y of (In* houseof Abbas is M‘stored, iMntan.ssein siail foassuim’ the governnumt of 
\’einen. Dispute's In Iweeai llundhmaliaiul llu‘ go\ (‘riior of ikudidad. 'file foriiier pro« 
ee'edslo Mm*u, wluue lu* is pul to deutli through tlu' iallueue*' of llu^ Ve/zadr (d’Ul lM/»- 
muu. Iiisnrreetion nnioi}'.' the troops al Ihiglidad. ''rindr dideat:s and snb.anjueul \io- 
J<‘nt proe<*t‘dings a< Ib i) plae<‘, \Vret( bed situation of that (‘apilak l{(‘solntioii of Ul 
Mamnn in favor jif Ally lluz/a, whom be osteiisildy deidun^s, Indr to the klu-laiiful* 
'I'he troops of Ikigbdad al)jur<* liis authoril v in (‘ons(Mpi<Mie<% and proelaim Ihrnnhim the 
sou of IVUdunly- IdManum is ad veitised of tin* situation of aestcuu link l>yAll\ Ruzza. 
Death of the latter at Id Mamnn arriv(‘.sal I'aglidiuk Znlyeanmdn appennh d 

fothe gove'nnmmt of Khorassamu Di.serreelioii of Ihuibek Ivhorrenub'iu. Mnlans.^ieui 
nominaled to succeed to the (‘mphv. death <d' Ul Majunu, Sketch of l)i» <dmraeM*r, 
Aeua'ssjon ol Mutaussem, \'lllt)i of iious<' <»f Abbas- FoiimlatioiHd' Sannirah. D<‘* 
feat and deallMd llieimposlor Rauiiek, llo.slilities with tin* tUt'ck (MU|>eror 'Uht'ophilu . 
Coii.sjnniey against Mutaassemi defealml. ills ileatlj and ehuraeler - « - h(> 

(llAFTFll IV, 

Two }Imdr(d mulTiwnh/ srmithfo ihrThnr Ituudviui tmdllilrijf fowrfh of ihv UUfJrnfh, 

Aeeession of Id Wautiuk, IXth Klialif of the house of vhlms. Di'.dh and elmrae- 
ter. Vi Mul<'wuklv(‘l, Xlli of tin* hous<M»f vbbas. Ilis aversion to jews and (diritiiaus, 
and intolerant spirit in olberresp(‘els. Ahsuidand eaprieions fe^llms : and death. IU‘- 
luaiksiu luUieijKUiou. (d Muntiisser, XJIth <d'tlie house of Abbas, (li.^short reignaud 
dt'alh. Ul IMuslmdn, Xlltli ofihe lious(*ofAbl>a.s. (loihpiruey agidn.st his government, 
Among tlu'd'artar ni<!reenan<;.s. llo takes refuge m Raglulad'. Is there* besieg<*(| arnl 
eompelh'd to abdicate his authority. Ul Muatte/, Xllllli <*f (he bouse <d’ Abims. Uin 
Abdication; and d(‘alh. Ul Mulileddy XIVtb of tlie bouse of Abbas. Hi; abdication 
ami (b'alb, ami virtuous ehaiaeter, Ul Mmitennned, XVth of the houst* of Abbas. Va- 
kid) I /aiss defeated by U I Aloulfek : aueedoteoftbat adventunu*. Suppri'ssiou <»( the Zeiiguu'S 
at Rassorah. D<‘atb of Ld Moidlek, AmloflJi Muateimnc(L Skeleh of Ids cburaeler, 
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and duration ofhis Id Muatczzod, XVllli of \hv hotiso ofAldiav!, of 

riiiliiircync by llie Koranmotah, or Kannallihms* Thvy v\U*m\ (ludr irouvalion'i to 
Kiifal). Kopiy oroiKiorilioircduofo to MaaU‘i!ZO<l. Doalli and <diaraot<'r ofthat ptinco* 
UI MiiktcilY, XVHtb oftlio bouse of Abbas, luvasioti of Syria by tbe Koramnelab. in 
Avhicli they "are (bifcated. Death of Muktelly. I'l iMuKlcubh r, WHlIh of the Immjm- 
of Abbas" Con.spiraey a?,^ainst, his aulhority <leleat(ML rurtlun- d<'pr«‘<l,jtionH of the 
Kerauinotali. ConHecpienees of the imbe< ih\ij:ov<‘niment <d i\Ddvl<’d()<'r. (\iptitre ot 
INlekkah by the Keranmelali. Assassination ol Mnkl<‘d<lrr. I‘e<lneod iintits .»!' Iho rm 
pircoftlie^Khalifsatthis period. Ill Kaher, XtXlh <»f the lumse of Alphas. I , <lrpM-.t'd 
by tlie coamiander of the'rartav iijuards, and other <‘ln(‘fs, I'l Ilau/N, \\th of tin hou ^r 
oi’ Abbas. Conipositioinvith the ehiefof the Keraunudali. Kben Muklah the V<v/f‘ir 
iiivitesu for(*ij;n a<lv<'ntnr(‘r to Ba.i*hdad, and loh(‘.s hisri^hl hand, ddn* Makaunian how • 
ever enters the metropolis, and <‘\loils from 1)1 Kamn , the title ami <li:»nit> of Vttndt 
uhvrnra, now first instituted, Deatli of Ul llaiizy, I'l MiileklvN, Wi n »»t the hon eot 
Abbas. Uapueiuus violence of the Ameiruliuura.. 'flie K ballfreshned to Ins ;uit)ionf\ 
by the aid of the Syrians. Is attain betrayed by another Aimdr ubiunra. Hepo .. d and 
flepvivetl of si. 4 »ht. Ul I\rusl<*kly, Wlbl of tiw‘ liouse of Aldras* Vbmed the .onol, 
Kuiah eritm's Ijai^Iidad. lt<'(‘(‘ives tVoiii the Khalif tin* title ol Mue//, utl doulah, Vtui 
ultimaleK (Ictlirones liitn, CouhMU[>orary priiu'cs in thii reiipi • I U* 

CUAl'TKIl V.. 

Three Hundred untl Thof^} fourth to the Siv I fund red uud lljlif s\,xih oj (hr Hldjiroh^ 

Accession of in Mutciu, XMlId Khalif of th(‘ house of Ahhas. (treat deelenston ot’th* 
pov\e,r <>f thost‘ moiiarchs, Iilaek stone of the Kaahali ieslor<*d hy the K»Mauinet d». 
Abdication of Aiuleia. HI d’aeia, X \l\ th of (li<‘'hoi;se of Vbbas, 'I'lte 'Muaodian ; 
b(‘com(’ masters of Ilejan^i. Diiseusions amonj^ lh<‘ race of Ihdab, Si*i/me and 
(k'positimi of ri 'I’aeia. Ul Kader, W\ th of the liou^e of \hhas. Ihelimlmuy slate 
)iient. Friendly correspond(*nc<‘ hetw ceil Ul K.aihu’ and Mahmud <>!'<• lavnein, l><atli 
ofUl KneU'r, Noti/’c of l'Vnlon.*.sy. Uonleniporarv sovcrei»p»s I I Kaeim, \\\!ih 
of the house of Ahhas. iieM^aushciy iuNile^ the I'alimiu* khalif of l‘'n\pt to In* 
aNsi,‘»lan< <‘, 'rochrcl of the race of S<‘liuk eneamp . Instore l<;o,didad. Itiio \Mththe 
Setjiikiaii soldiery, and iniprisoimnMit of tin* last Annar nl umraofthe i.iee ofltuialn In 
the iih.^eiice ol’ dMv.hrel liej;, Ih'ssaussei \ lelakes Ihednlml ainl pioelidrus the authorrlv 
of Miiitiinser tlii^Fatiniite. 'Fo^hre! Ih*n returns ami reamer that {►fid kaeim. ('.ipinu* 
aufl (hMlh of iSessansserv. Ul KiU'im e,>pou>{‘s the danvluer of the Sidjokiau moa u< h, 
J)<‘ajh ori'oj'hrid Ih'o, and aecessi«m ef Alep Vivian. Ih-alhotl i t'-.ielm. <'onlemp<» 
iar\ sov(n'i‘ij»'i>s. ill Alukteddy, XX\l!(h ol' llie house of Mdse*. lApou^is the 
diiuyjiier ol Ddelek SIuiIk Death of llral piine<*. Vnd of Alukted !y. < hinti mporarv 

5iov<‘rel|i^n,s. Ul iM(ul(v.liii% \\\ llllh of llie hoie.e of Vbhas, Dotation of his lA'jn. 
His(l<'atli Oily ofliaidulatl lemoMul durin;*; tin’s rei’an iVom the vm stern to the ea ,li itt 
bank of the ''Fii^ris, (h/utemporary sc.vu'ei'.'iis. [ I Miulei'shid, \\l\lii ol’ the 
bouse of A (liras. ID's hrollifO’ <li*.j>ulei the khelauful willt him, 1 ilaken and pat doii 'd 
d'lie rehei Wc'iss j{>iu.i Sultan d'oi^hnd of the raceof Stdjuk and pm aiades him to allai K 
tin' Khalif, who i.s fortnilously iviieved from thedan‘*'m*. lie U ileb alMl io an < speilitjon- 
aiiaiiist; Sullatt MussaomI of tin' nwu* of S(‘ljnk, ami asvas anat<M| hy one <d’lhe /e;do| i m 
the s(‘rvice of the, Slu'iklMd/pilrhul. Sketchofhis ehnraeter. Uontempoiaiy ,o\e»ei*M, 

I'i llyshid, \ X Xth of the Iniuso of .\hha.s. Defies th<*pow<'r of Sultan Mns‘i 4 umd. v\l»o 
lays siege to, Baghdad for two months, in vain, I I (Dediiil D al-.o av,.i,-.inated, U*,u 
temporary sovereigns, Ul MnktidVy lirnnuT 1 Halt, XWlst <'»r the jnMi,e oj Vhhu^, 
Birth D{>atli of Mukti (ly*. Ul ;Mn,-luii.ild, X.WiM of iln- lu'O^e Ot 

-Ahha^. His ju»t government : and d<‘uih. Id ,\Do(ti j/y XWHbl of tin |i m .<• tu’ 
Abbas. Digression to the atr;ur,s of KgypI, of wliieh lie* *g'o\i>nnneni is m>oip<*d h\ Sa 
iadiu. ^ Merited (lisgraci* (dan arhilniry minister. Dmdb of Miidn i/\, UonlemjiMiaiy 
sow'icijgns. Ul NausstM', \XXl\th «d the hoMs(' f.d Mdias, Hi-) olinuu's redmu* Khn/i' 
stuuu aud Luur. Kegiiliili<iUj in lavoi of trmle, l,l(‘ is tincalened uiUi an in\a'.iou o]\i 
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jK)ii of Miihoinniod Iho Riillan of Klinvozin, From which ho is relieved hy a fiev<‘ro 
winter, and (lie suhsecpienl: liostllilies with ,/c//^wc. Ilisdenlh, and a skc‘U‘h of his 
ohuracter. UI Zuh(‘r, XWVth of the house of vhhas. Jlis l>enevol<‘ut (l<‘sijpis and 
pnmuilurc death. VI Mustunsor, XXXVIth of tliohou.se of Ahhas. Death of Jou,ii!:uoix. 
i?eiu‘vol<‘iit ,£(ov<'rniuoiil of Mustuuser* His su<‘oe.ss a!>aiusl the Mofdad.s. College of 
TVlusturisviah at Jhijijhdad, oreeded hy him. His <leiit!i. Skidch of his olianiolor. Hi 
Mustaiissem, XXXVnth and last Khalifoftho house of \l>l>as. Appointnioiil of Ehen 
Alhema to the Vi/^^aunit llis \iudi»tive d<‘siju;iis a<>aiusl his master. liiva.sion of Hul- 
auKu Khauu. Khtir.shah piineeof Mmowut sui>mils to him. Ferlidious pnx^ot^diniij.s of 
J''heu Allvema., llulauku a<l^asu‘es from llamadauu. A division of tln' KIialif's troops 
<h‘2eated hy his advamx^d i»uanl. Apathy of Mu.staus.seui. Hulauku aj)poars h(‘foro. 
(ia;j;lulad. Where the Khalif delivers up his j)er.sou to him. !!<» eiilers the metropolis, 
llis iusnliahl<‘ avarice, and ohdiirate cruelty. J)eatJi of Muslaussom. l)r(‘adful nms.sa- 
ereat Ihij^hdail. Disappointment <d' the jmrfulious Ebon Alkema. Duration, and final 
e,\tinotii>n ofthe i>o\vor of the lioube of Alihas. - - - - I.tj 4 

rUAPTKll VL 

Two Ihudn il avd Fotirfh to the. lour lJundn d mtd Forti/ of the llldjvnih, 

!1ie narralive re('(Mles to furni.*'lj some account ofthe princes coteinporary aith the Kln‘Iaii' 
fat (d’llie hous<‘ of ,\hhas. Kuiyaummi, Isl of the 'laluMMli'S, iuves1(‘d wilii tin* , govern- 
nuMil, of Klutrassann. Alijures th(‘ aulhorily ofljlMamun; his death. 'I'ulleiuli, Dd 
ofilu* race t)f 'IVthcr. AlMlaUah, Did of tin* rac4‘ <d*'rahcr d^alun*, .son of Ahduilah, 
U (h ofhis race, Mahonuueil, \’(h of jlu‘ race of'Enlun', falls inU^ tlu‘ lianils ol' \'akuh 
Etiis.,. Orl’fiu (d’llu* Sufauriah <»r Sufaurides, and of th<‘ mh 'ancciucnt of Vakah l.ais.s, 

! !(' ohtalns tlu' y,ovcrnmenl <vf .Stdesjauu. Xah.hu^u Khorassaun. But is itusiiccsssfid 
in an e\pcdiiitm into 'SVhri.slauu. Dcfcaled l»y I'l lUonfick the brother of the r<di»iaa,:j; 
Khalif. nis d^mlh and chara<'tj‘r. Omar Laiss, lid of tin* Sulammles, lsdcrcat<‘<l 
and t ikcn prift(mer hy I'anueil of llu* race* ^ifSmnau. M<‘ c<aivey<‘(l a prisoner to 
<lad. Sk(^lr'h <d' liis charaetto'. 'raiicr llhl ami la.d <d’ th(‘ Sufiinrides. Dideattsl and 
lalvi-n inisouci' hy an iicmr.;('!5<, Ori;Jn 4»f tlu' Samunid i:r r:o.'e of Sauiau, Nasser 
lla‘ ,sou of -VkuK'd l•'‘eei^e.s a paleul from tlic rci/.;uiii ;4 KlujIiJ', rorlh<‘ p.ovcnnnenl ofTrans- 
oxiaua. His .sou I om’o'il htMavmcs first monarch of Utokhara,. of tin* nu'c of Saman. 
His\iifiious piiaclples. !fi*\varded hs tin* ili.scovery of tin* ireasures of Omar Laiss. 

1 ij.s death. Ahjm*tl, lid of tile ra<*t‘ <jf S. imam Ai. '.usr,ina}<‘d hy Iii-< slaves Nassi'r, 
indoi*<ht‘ race of Sanuuu D.un .ue<‘es dully a1ttu‘ke<l hy his uuch*. FNpehthe usurper 
hVu'ik fnmi the t< rritory of Iley Ilh d<‘ath. Nouh, l\'tli of the laee ct‘ Smuan. Ifi*. 
v<»ll, of .Aha Ally., who evpeis him lor a time from Bokhara Me is rceoiu’iled to hii^ ad- 
vcisarv,and ,i»iv«vs him tin* gos i'rium*nl <d’K hnra,>sauu. Aim Ally fardiv Hies to Boklun- 
ud ilmdali tin* DcvlemiU*. D<^alh of Ameir Nouh. Mnhihuclek, V th of tin* ra<*e <if 
Saman. INkueur, \ itli ofthe nu‘<‘ of Samam Al}Mi11ckna r(‘\'<dis from his authority, 
and .se<'un ,-r (jln*>uekii Hi 4 iu;!:ui.slit'<l (*hara(‘ter ol’ Klmlf the son of Ahim*<l, prinei' of 
S<'icda'in. 'rreatv hetween Ameir Mansur hikI llokk^'U ud dnulali the Dcylemite. 
D(*alh ol’ Miuea’tr. Noah the Hd, and \ llth ofthe race of Saniua. Death ol’ AlpuN 
tckeiii, itr M»'plcoi';in, and U(‘e<*s.*iou of Schektt‘a.t»in the <p)verJimeut of (ilu'/ncin, 
Di eouleuNin K hora.ssanm lM): 5 .hra Khaun, monarch of 'I’urke.staun, avau ia<(*!j with 
the imilcouleut.s for the insnidon (d 'Eransoxiaim, He lak(*s possession of llokkiua. Is 
sokjdeuly (ak<‘ij III. IN'tiims tou-irds hi.s own <{(>miui<»us, and di(‘s on the r>a,re!i. Anu'ir 
Noah retuin . to his eapil.d, and is rt“itore4l to power. luvif^ .s .S» h<‘kf(‘e;.‘ii{ t<» a- si >J 
!ii*n av.aiiisl hi.s rej^ llioas vassal,*, wlioan* <,*tuc.e<pu'nlly ilelcated. Further prtu*e( jiiu*;s 
(d’ Hm Ally ami lat‘iK, 'The fornu’r ultinmtclv perislu‘.s in the prl ains fd’ .'‘M i cktc^vF'n. 
Death of Ameir N<oih the H»i, Muiisur the IDI, luid ^ IHth oftiu* race of man. Dio 
f ail’d hy Mahmud of ( duomeju, and di'llirojied by his own minijdi'rs. Ahdulmelek the 
IM, aial (\ih ofthe race of Saman. Is taken prisonei hy FaIcIv Klnuai, monaiTli of 
Ka.indiar and 'Fui kc.datiu, ami dies in captivils at Ou/kumI, towanl.7the .soiiree.s of the 
Seyhan, isaiaeil, fli;* last oi‘ the race oi Saman, is pul to death I»y one. id’ the oliieer.s of 
'Mahmud oft Jiie/iu’in, k>n^iu ofthe Deyauhnuh, Deylemilea, or race of iniyuJu Their 

b. 
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elevation prognosticated. Emmaud-ud-donlah, Tst inonan U of tlio raci' of Huvidi. Hit 
accTssion at 'fJt.irau.. r.>it»nalc disovciic.^ <il ( i.'n'.>.r<Mluni..! Iio ....VMiiH. r;, t,. , 

clralli. Miii-za mi tioulali, lin-miich AiiK'ir "I I" I ' ii irl 

<[niilah. Kzxi'il uil-'loiilali, ^5lI('Vll!|-!lll dmii.ili. . "'j nl ;li. ! a l <-uh 

iaii Siimsamii ml (loiibli. lialta mi .!<m!u!i. Mc.iiii ml 'lonlaii. SiK mii a 1 
Musimmtrmi doulali. .Inllaiil ml dmilali. F,/Z I M- 1.1, im Vim 

Mumur F.illamI 'oitoim, Aim rtllv Key Kli.'s-iimu i:H( ..I (1 m- . 

to Aloi) Arslmi. Of VVa.'.lima.ttiicir a’ml llm |>niiri-i In ■ ■ m < N 

Bcissf'loim, 'I'liird, SlnurKvai luanla KalM>ns. \ iri^dhalos o< hi. Initmif . 

drivoii lV(un his |>tiJ ti> u(,Uli, lonifh ami l i t, 

MfUliU'hfher - - - - - - ** "* " ' 


(MI AITKR VI r. 

T/nre llandrvd and fifth lofftc Si,v Hatnirt'd and I 'fiUf faitrUnd ihi ttidjimh, 

A<'C('SHiou i>f ll<l ot'lh<‘ inomurhs of (ilH'vucm of iIm- Tattar i;m r. Ur r' 

t(Mids lh<‘ (lomiiiions of llu* ik'W (Turastv* His iilliaiK*'*' ith Noiili f hr ^-tuinihiaM. Dr*; 
ut Balkh. Eiiridrut illustnilivr tif his hrnrvolmt <li I IHfl <»t fir' 

moirarrhs <>r (iliozHrin. Is tau(jiii.shr<l and divr trtl ol his })o\vrf‘ hs hi* iMiifhri Mah 
jnud. Sultan Malunnd, IVlii of Iho inouarrhs oHihr^nriu Is lualhd {H*tn his r\j*r 
diliou ;ja;idiisl ^iul(a^n, liy air,ii,'n'ssi<>n()n liar j»avt of IsUadv Khauut^f Ka- h dni*. Iir 

didrats aour ihdkli, I lis virlory o'trr An«iiid|Ktl nrur Ihddiuurr, ( 'aptior of li)arm» 

. ^l\*m|uM’arY arriminiodniiou with llw niudlis. Std)j{i‘»aiinn i»M *)r»in . \n ( 

ti'rriturirs hnuiidisii!: on K!at>ras.-,iMiu. Ih' *h<* }Mo\iurr ri KhauKVju m 

AltmUraiish. l-AiKMlitiou h* Kiantaijr. 1\) StMiiunaut S}jl«‘i»(h»ut <)l' ihr ft injdr and 
iaimrnsr \v<‘ii!th at tirat placr. Ur rrturas to <i lir;fih In. rafiMij* Hair In I« ana lus K a*: 
oi'UujrraL (’urrcsjnaidrurtMviih (d K.iihT. K\}»odilioii turhudisr tlir udialutant of' 
K<di jtmtl, iM'UvriMi llir linlus and Kaslimrii*. Hisclrath ;mi| rhaiarfn', M.ihomtutth 
iiion’an‘hsor( dir/jirin. Is d<‘ihn>iHMhm<i dnpi !' rd of d‘‘lif h> lti‘^ ind»h"i Mn-t 
saoudj Vlthoftlir nioaavt IhoIV tln'zrtria. Thi* rarr of'Srl juk rd.ildi di ihrur.rlvr . in Kino 
rassaun. Mussaoiid's rxpt'diiioii iijfta India Whirh alldid; ft# flir j ai'r <d' SVlpik an op 
port unity of roasolidatinu; thidr pownr. 'ria\V dadrat hitn in a \a»trty ofronllu t . on tn^ 
vidurn. Ho ii st*izt‘(l hy his slavtss, and pni to daxUh hv his nt plmw Alnnrd Sidtan 
Monduih Vlllh of tli(‘ (ihrznrvidrs- l!r piniislirs tlm tlr.ltoyof s of hi • fathn', tin, 
di^ath. Mn.ssaoud lid, a minor, VHIth (d* tin* nnn»;n‘i*|.is <if < ibri'Hrm, Sultan Ally, 
IXtli. Abdurrashid Xth. Aiul Fumdvir/.aud Xlth of llo’ nnmat t !»-• tddditvnnn. Ih* 
virtorios ovor I);;oud of tln‘ rarn td* SrIJuk- Hot uUiinatr <l<draf In Ah p Ai -hm. 
rjisfiratli, Sultan Ihnnddui, Xlllh, Frotrartivl rri'^u, Mus‘iaotit( ih<" IHtI, amlXUdb 
of llio utonandis of f')!lir>:ntdn, A Inmrvolrui prinrr, KNprditjon td‘f»nr »d*hi * vrmn.d • 
to llu" (ian^os. His roii^n anil drulh. Arslan Shall, M \ th <if tin* nnuimrlH of (*hr/. 
iioiin Hoatrsts with his hroihrr. Hois ullimatrK falom pustunt and pul to draili, 
Bdirmn Shall XVth of the f ilie'/uevhles. A ma^juliernt pi hirr, Supprrssrs the Hdu l 
lionainlor IV.dileiin, in (he Fimjanlo n<‘ is defratinl by Alla n»l <lrin llir (ilunuian, and 
(liciisoofi afUTwards, Khos.srou Slndi XVUh of llie moimivbs of < ibr/iiriu, anti \ l\ ib of 
the race of S(*l>ekle,t':a:Iii. Removes the seal; of ji;ovei'ument to l/alumr. V'tme.ranre vs 
hihited towards tin* inimbitaiitsoffibe^neim by Alla nd dnin, Dimtli <d*Kln»sshm Sitab, 
Kliossrou Melek XVUlb and last of the (ihexnevides, tnid of the niei* of Se(u'Uiv,ntUf. 
Is twice ill vain hesieiLtecl in Labour, by Shubauh ud dein tbe<diounaM, Ruf is ulfnnah lv 
i'ireuummtmi by au artifu^o. Submits his person, and traiislers tfu* juuver <ff fin* f.nnily 
to tbeOlMUirians. Oftlie IsmAeilian, or Fat unite soverelens of F.jtiypt. First, Mabomnuti* 
Second, Ul Kaeim, 'I'liird, Ul Miirinrtr, Fouvtb, Mtte;?^ ud dein l’»t. Modern (hdio 
founded by hisjjtmeral He removtvs to, and <liesul that eapitab Mlllt, FI Sistln 

lUUakem, Ili»>hypoerisyand rinid severity lowartlst lie pub! ie. Ut K tut off In aeomttuoo 
ey. Seventh, Ul 7/au|iir, FiLdith, 'll! Mustawser. "Nintb, Ul Mustaully. 'IVntli, t'l Annn 
Eleventh, Ul Hafez, Tw^elfib, Ul7uuder. Tbirteentb, Hi Faei/. Fourleenlhandlasi/t 1 
AussJse.d. In his time, the Franks of I*alestiiie invade Kiivpt, 'Fbey ni<M».xptdled In AN'.ml ud- 
deiu Sbeirkoli, theijenerai ofNur-ud-dein, prince of Dumnse ns! FAtiiietiniiofiln* Fatimite 
Khelaufut, in his death. Origin of llussnn SHbali. IlK early <*iii»a,nenien! wilh Ni/.am ut - 
niMk the {jreutVezzcu* of the house ufSeljuk, UK ulleged tmtcliery uml iu^iutiiude 
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that ininiNtor. His suh&oqiUMit ,a«d apostac> to liir (lortrmcs of 

tho Isuiarilians. His residtMico in lii^ypt. He returns into TehristaiiiK Ajui ohfuins 
possession of the mountain fortress of AlmomiL His projects iulvanccd l>v tJuMiratli of 
Niram ul-mulk, and Molok Shah. Concludes a troaly with Sultan ‘Snwinr. lie puts 
his childron to death for various rriiiu*!). He <lies. (Inia BAzhnijCinmeyd lid 
ul-jul)i>uh or (duef of AlmoMut M'aUommcd.Illd. Alla sickrodu^ us-salaunt, I Vth. Ma- 
homme<l the lid, V(h. Jullaid-ud-dein, VJth. Alu-ud-dein, Vllth; and Kokken-nd <lout 
Khflr Shall VI Ilfh, and last of the cdiiefs ofAlmowul; attacke.d hy, and vSunxml(:rK^|o 
Ilulauku Kluiuii. Extinction of the whole race. ^-2^4 

CHAPTER vin. 

Four Tlundred and Tumiiif ninth to the Stx Hundred and Ktnch/ eighth of the Ilidjcralu 

Orif^in of the Seljucidcs, or race of SefJ/th They settle in Khora.ssaun and are 
sueccHsful ufijaiusl Sultan JMusiyiK>u<l of (Jhezuoin. Sultan jfbijf/rn/ 1st mouareh 
orthisra<‘e. ISalkli and Kliuureism added to the acquisitions oi the lauiily. lop:lirel 
is receiv<*d at Ilajj^hdad* lie esjumses tlie. (hiup;ht(*r ot the Klialii IH Kaeim at an ad- 
viincod iiR*' and dies. ' Vl<'i> /Vrslaii, Ud of Ilia raca of ScljAk. Nizam-ul-miilk of Tiiss*' 
appoiiilod priiua oiiiiistor. 'I'lio !ji’<’ok (‘lain'ror I)io.i;(*af.s takoii piisoixir, and liltondly' 
dismissed by Mop Arslan. Who' is fnwlly assassinated hy lh(' {rovmior of a patty tor- 
tress on the hunks of tin* Oxus. His splendid eharaeter, Melek Shah, Illd monar<'h 
of the race of Seljuk. Employs his kinsman Snlimuiriu the rediudion ol Syria, Sub/ju- 
^ates Transoxiuna. Allotjed Iraiisaetioiis Ixdvvu'cn him and one ol the (iniek emperors, 
Maiiiianimily* llawcuthy treatiueut and deiilh ol l.lie distini^uished V(‘;«i<eir, Niitjaiu-id- 
inulk, ll<‘di(‘,sal lhu»'hdad soon afterwards. His exalted eharaeler, /Iwu eslaldlshed 
during? his reiifu. Sultan Biir^uiaunncir IVlIi of the race ofSeljuk. Coiilot hehveeu 
him and his half brother Mahiuhd. WhostMlealh puts him in ullimah! posKCSsion ot Is- 
falmniK Consiifus the ejovermuent of Kliorassaun to Ids brother Siinjnr. Iloslilities 
with his other hrotluu' Mahommed. Areommodatiou. IJisdeallu Sidlan IMahomnu'tk 
Vih of (he race (»f Seljuk, His ullej?ed expmlllion into India. Death and eliaraeter* 
Sultan Suiijur, Vltli of the race <ir Seljulv* ts (hdeated by the Khann (d luirakhalay, 
is su('('(‘Hsful jiy;aiusl Alla ud <ieiu thedhourian. The (Huuj^iau Turks driven into re- 
volt ai;“ainst lii.s autiun'ity, lie becomes their prisoner. Alter an arduous ea))(ivity he.^ 
ultimately efre<'ts his escape, luit dies?)hortly ’flerwurds, (»real poxvev ol the r«u*e oi 
»'^<‘IjnI<, expiiu'swith fids mouareh. 'Elu'. narrative recedes. Sultan Mahmud, oi Hanui- 
daun, and Irak Ajem Sultan 'I'o.^hrel, of the same. Sidtaa iMussaoud, ol the same* 
Eartmtu^.>e of Kui^/ul Vrslau, and Jabaun Pchlewaun Mahommed, Coinbiiiution agamst 
the irovenuuent of Sultan iMussaoucl. Defeated His Hubsiaiuenl pn^speroib reit'U and 
deal'll. M('!ek Shall (ho lld,of Humuduunand Irak Inglorious reign* And death. 

Sultan Muhommed, son of Mahimul. Sidtun Sfdiinan Shah.^ .Sultan Arslum SpleiKbd 
reign, Sultan Toglind, laht of the race of Seljidt in Irak Ajem* UeinarKa1di‘ eonjuuo- 
tion (»f tlu‘ planets in his n ign. Jealousies between him and Kumd Arslan. By whom 
he is (‘xpidhsl from llamadanu. Is restored on thii death of I hiit chief. Kfltlugh Ey- 
naunjt* invites ’Viikkesh Kliann of Kliauremn to the invasion of Irak; which tiTOunale.s 
in the eonqiiest of that eoimtry. ThedeatlHd'SuliuiiToghrel, and theexUuctiou of this 
l)raneli of the race of Seljuk Of the Kennaunian braiu'h of the sanic ram*, . h irst, Kav/- 
erd the son oflVhegher r>eg. Second, Sultan Shah. Third, 'ruran Shah. Eourlh, Iran 
Shah. Fifth, Arslan Shah. Sixth, Melek Mulunujned. Scvenih/roghrel Shah. Eighth 
and last, Maliomnuui Shah. Of the Ruinuuior Anatoliim branch ol (be raecot SeljuL 
First, Sulnmin the son o( Kuttulniesh. Seeoiwl, Kiiidje Arslan. 'Fliird, Sultan iMiissi- 
oud. I ourth, Sultan Mibsiiotid the Ud/ Fifth, Kiliiij^i Arslun the lid. Sixth, Sulimau 
the lid. Seventh, Key khossrou. Eighth, Key Kuu^uk. Ninth, Key Kobuml. Tenths 
Key kho.ssnm the Hd.' E eventh, Sulimaa the Illd. Twelfth, Key Khossrou the Hid. 
'rhirt<u'utli, Mussaond the Illd. Ft»urteeath, Key kobaud Die Ud, in whom this bratich 
of the faimly expired under the power of CjIuuuu KInuna Error in the jnelace of the 
HfA V\»!u)ue, rccliiied - 
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CIlAPTKIl 1\. 

loitr Ihmhrd cml Kbulifjirsl lo the Sewn Hundred end Mnetu /Oh ef thi I! 

Orr<^in oftlu^ kiiiijjs oi’ Kliauroznt <»riliis p«‘j‘io<I. Miilinmu.rd, I f mutt.ih k •>( 

Ihis (liiiusty, Hd of i\\e Kliiiuirzui Slwliit'.-i. In . nidi | « tnh m r. i 

iiliiickod iU)ilt‘:;p!'l!<'(i llio jiroviixn* by .siiltini Smijur of llir Mfrc ol' IjnL INiorti 
the cnuulry uihI (XMiehub's a wnb <l?u( tinnKUrli. <•!’ lur tiliiii ;nMl in.. 1 

accoainuKlalidii. lie (‘xtonds liis ennqix'.sls lo llie JuxarU's, 1 in* <!< itili ainl irjiunil 
clmraelor. A^eil Arslan, IHd id Ibe Kliaureziii Slinirn's, Snlt.ni M ;dn i ihr 

Khaureztti Sl'.aities. 'I'uklussii K!i;uin, Vih ol’ tin* sanu* dina'•f^. iX' , In i t. n 

Inik. iJiil, is (lefeiiled on Ihe .S\'ylnm, lloHlilitios the Khalifl { %.mi ,ei. (N \* i' 
ill Persian Irak Mippivssed. War uilli tim Ixinaniliaiis ob MnnnutL Ib-atli id' Enl ln .li 
Kliaun. Sniliin Malioiunied, Vllh ol'ljn* ^hidiii's. ll(* ‘eonie^ Kb<.i.r. min 

afiiiinsl, llie(ili<uirians. I lo.sjilitie.s \u\h (nirkbnnu Ibn K;Ha!.(i;:lii;*:un 'IVnn*.Mfi ni; 
sncoo.si, fully for Sul Inn Miduimmcd, liemluees (iisr/uein. |!)u*i(rd junu an ( * r 
(Ulion towards [hitdidiul by itupcudin;; lio.stililirs wiili . Im ifb m . v,},e U • **.<* 

rise, to those hostilities, ludip^nntion <if the Mo^ln'd luonun It on lln nnndoi *>1 In , 
jects at Otraur. Sultan Mnhonnuotl |iro('<‘od:i lowaids tin* Si'shna* Att.n k-. tin V* - 
liuls under Jnjy Khaun, Is tenilled and nithdiaws lowanis fin* Omi* . Is jnoMf nd 
to retire! into Pto’sian Irak. I.s |misu<d into Mazmidinaim. imp'm* <01 an I' bin I 

in the Caspian ^hero he die-;. Sultan Itokken ud deiii. Sidtan ( dn --.lotb nd *b ^ . 

And Sultan Julian! lid ilein M<*nf;heriiy, (he la>t of the KliJuutmu h.dnr ., \ 

ous career of .lidlanl nd-d<‘in. Intrepid demeanourou hif* ieiu,»| aion, ..'!'! in Pi*. C 
returns towards Persian Irak,^ Uillieullles in his way. lie bii.diy obf.dn . p,.-» em 1 t 
Azerhiiijuun, Invades Ilxn'ia and <*aplnir,s Tellis.' Hi* e\(iedi(n n * luah b f r..a fl 
jdaeo to Kermaun. lie is deb ated hy the ('..p*!;;,- l/ldmif* . iommuii h. 

tlio ftarriHonfor the ollenee <d their (•oveiuor. [{»•!. drfrnird bv ihi- Ind, e n Snii.o* «o 
Aiiatolia. And linally hy tin* MnjJiuls in A/eilMijann. I'oeeiied) i« »iuni.;t’< n of l,i 
life. Total extinction of tiie Ixhaureziinhahies, vdlli Jidl.nd ud dem. <d ihr t»-‘ 
hnmclies ofthe AlalX'ks. I' nnnmni ml ih in /enjiid, I t of tb;* \tab(dvs id \t. u'e ud 
Syria. sSccombNhaMidaW 'riiird, Melek ''ulah. SivmuI tietn.lld.d Mo ob* 

ami Diurhuivir. Kuth uddcm, lUd <»f tin* same. S(*\fuddr'ni the IM ii({» id il .• 
.faiiino. Ar.dou Shall Vllh of ibe ■ ..me, ;uid r/.ud.bm 

Mu.s.suomI Vlilh and last ol the \taheks <»f Mosside ami Hiinln hir. Of the Vtolok' r,f 
Aiior )li|ui!ui. OrsI, JvyMckcz. .S-t.iihI, Aliilick Mahitiinii.'il, 'riiinl, M.iln.k 
jouitli, Ataltfik Aim IJukktT. I'iiliiiiad lust, Atulji-k OM/lu k, (>i (hr 1. . ..I ( u 
Onst Alahok Srolior. S.roii.l Aluli.-k /..•iif-iii. 'niini Xi.ihrk 'rukhdi, r.uinli M .1 , ’ 
..mid. laivj'u pnwmor hj till* Klmiiii'j..iiii.iii. Ilui irl.M .<| .ui h- . . imi 

piludury. Ollh AUil.d Aim IJ.d*k<.r. 'Cnlmtuo („ H.d, mku, uu.l il,.- |m|u.u .,l M,. u.., 
c r^'; Mi'fx'imm'd. AIuIm-Iv M.iIk.mii.i.uI .^h.dt. |,i' hiti \|.,I . : 

MlukSImh, usi ol llmuudc limMd'ilmAlulu ks ..rsidiun/ uud S ut.*. Himhm.md i..,’, 

toll I'Pn " Atulu'k \<._>',li, the cDi'.mi .d'.\luii‘-,i '.Vmiihi, i|,r „,i(. i' 

■ lluldukii Kliiiim. ()( liic nii>!aiin!.spid<.,, uf Alah< k,> <.l' l iV,|. \|,.( , . 

'I'ukluh. lAiuiih, .vi.ihrk Ahii 

i..i I'^v AlruMiiuh, .Sn,.m!., Alulu k Alim.'d, hiuhili 

Atahdv OisHU Sluili, tim Ud. Nintli ami lubt of iljc lliiz;miu‘.|nd('s, Al.iiH.k AituMuh 
peUd. 0 Urn Karuklmtityaus HI Km-iiiumi. I’ii.st Iloruuk ll.iiijidi. .''.■I’t.ml .soli io 

Lto'* Pit! I'ial'oiuHual. I'ourlli the la'in,'. kiiilti"h Til! . 

« (" ftPi' .si\th lli(> iM'iiicchh Ihid.liiih Mumlmi .V|.(.iiili 

.y UauMalioiumed.Miip. Kishtlumd last ofUu. Kiiraklim.tvuus of .sj,., , , 

jaliauii Orifvu, ,>| (ho race of Muju.lltir. Oim, Am,.ir Monilli-r llj.. v.o, „f ^ ,or 

teTof Side's f-l''''"'' ; l>.V Aim .Vuri,), Ah, ,i.„ , .b.,i 1 

the reduction of Shiran.. llos(ilillc,s aiih Aa.cir Al.u i..hu,.k r o , IOm^T \ 

■tlic siege and retluctwu of Sliiraa>:, on Uii! jiart of Aimdr Muiioimwd’ W lu/i m 'i "« 
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Shab Sulkm. Morose b(‘haviour towards that chief. Ameir Mahonnned rrfores Teh- 
rei^ hut abandons it on tlie approach of Sultan Aweis theEylkhauniim. His own sons 
consj)ir<‘ a«'siiusl and seize his person. lU* is dej)riv(‘(l of Siihsecunuit restora- 

tion to authority. Final hanibinnenl. to Keruunnii* and death. Third, Shah Shu jia. Fourth, 
Sultan Zeyue nl auhtu'dein. Fifth and last, oi the race of MftznUiir, Shah Munsitr, is 
hill<‘(l in a battle with Teyiuftr, by whom the power of the family is finally <‘xtin^nnshed. 
Of the Serbedauriaus in Suldnizwanr. First, Abdurrezaiik. Second, Anieir Mfissaoud, 
Third, Kytemfir. Fourth, Kellfi AhfeudiiiMr. Fifth, Fa:zziihillab. Sixth, Slnnns-iid-dein 
Ally. Seventh, Khaujah Yaheyii. Eighth, Zeheir ud doin, Ninth, lieyderKassaub, 
Tenth, Ameii* Lftlfulluh. Eleventh, llussun Durnaghatiny. T.vveJfth and last, Klmujah 
Ally Mfieyinl Origin of the Sultans ofCJhour. First, Sultan llds.seyue Jiihiinsouz!. Se- 
cond, Seyf-nd-dein Mahounned. I'hird, (iheyaulh u(l-d(‘ia Muhommed. Fourth, Sha- 
Inuih-ud-dein. Fifth and last of the Oliourians, Sultan Malnnfid. Is assassinated by 
certain KhoraHsauuics in the train of Ally Shah, the Inothcr of Tukkush Khaun the 
Khaureziniuii. . . « ^ 


CHAPTER X. 

From earh/pmo(h to the Six lluudn d and Fifteenth of (he IlidjirafL 

Origin of the nations of Tarlary. OfYapheth and hU progeny. OfTArk. OfTchein. 
Descendants of Tatar Khaun, arni Moghul, the sons of Alenjah Khaun. Illustrious 
character ofOghiiz Khaun. Names assigiuMl by him to several of the Tulav or Tartar 
tribes. Ills final arrangenieuts. His sons atid s\U‘ees.sr)rs. Destruction of tin* Mo- 
ghul nation in the time of i\cil Khaun, by 'Fur tlie sou of lonuloiiii, and Souiije Kljuun, 
mouareh of the ^Falars, Escape of Keyaii and liis three relatives to the valh'y of 
Irgauah Koun. Origin of the Keyaui and Deridgueln Moghuls. Their eruption 
from Irgauah Koun. Heeovery nf ib<‘ lands of their aiic(»st(n's. Suppo.se<l position 
llien*of. 'Fhcir 1st moiiareli aft(‘r the eruj»tioii, Yeldiu Kliaiin, Alan Kona his 
graiKhlaugliler. Her mysIcMuous history. And origin of the Neyrhn Moghuls. Her 
sonBuzuuJur Kaan, eotimiporary with AliuMosslem. Uis suceessors. First,, Eoiiku or 
IJouga Khaun. Second, l)oul<Minmein Khaun. 'Fhird, Kaydn Kluuin. iMmrili, l»ay- 
sungur Ivhium Fifth, 'roumiiah Khaun. Frophetie dreuiu of liis sou KuIcIiouIn Ua- 
hauder. De<*d of setthnnent hi e<mse<(uenee. Sixth, Kahal Khaun. Sevenlli, Kaueilah 
Khaun, Eighth Hurtanibiliuuderuhosueeeedstohis l^nUher. Ninth Ib'ysoukuHahauder. 
Birth of Death of his father, BeNSouku. Ternuleheiii the early nimie (d’.b^w- 

gou'iz. His age at the (h^atli of his father. Ih* is abamloiuMl l)\ liis priiieipal oilh'ers. 
Takes refuge wath Oung Kluuni, inoiiureh of tin* Keraeit, at Karakoniiu. llis seivims 
and raphl advancenieal<*\eit(* tiu' jisiiousyof tliecom'tit*r.s. C.h>iuhiuati<iii to destroy him. 
He (‘seapes to the lake Buljoutah. Ills .suecee<jing triimiphs (Aer all his iulv<‘rsari(\s. 
He assumes the name oi\\inti^\\wAiA\\u Janie of on tlu' suggc^liou of an (‘uthu- 
siast:, Some aeeounl of the impostor. Sueeeednig operati<Mr> <dM(mgu< i/. Expedition 
against Kliatai, oriiortluM'U Hhiim. Short aeeounl of the Karakhatayans. Win* (dilain 
possession ofTurke^laun lotlie Oxus. 'riteir mouureh (imklmuti he|niy<,Ml by Koush- 
hik the Nayman, Ins son in Imv. Alliunee of the lalt<*r with I\lalu;inme<l the Kluuirez- 
miau. Unstiecesslul. 'Flic Nayman iinalty semes the eapital of Balasaughuii. Ami 
depi>M‘S the Karukhatayan mouareh. Kiishluk exltmik*. his eornpiests to Kashghar and 
Klioten. He is u1: lad expelled his usurpeil dom’inoni by the troop * of Jeugueiv,, iiniler 
lluhimli Nhvan, and cut otfliy his pursuers, in Badakhshuun. .Kiigueiz deienniiu's on 
war with Muhommed the Khaureziniun. Slate of .Asia t,lu> piuiod - 4o7 

(;iiAPTKlt XL 

Six Uvndredmid Fifleentlito tin Sum IJnndved and Seventh of the Utdf ndo 

Jengiunz proi'ccals on his expedhitm. Cros.^eslhe Seyhum l^lkes p(>s, session ol Bokhara. 
H is mipolislied demeanor on entering that city. Whieh lie altimuJel v deslims. Siege 
uud dcstrucliouof Otraur by his sous. Submission of Jiiud. R< docUou of 'Foukaul 
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and K!u>joii(I. 
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riiillantrfitiViit ((I'TcYnifir MtMok fiinviimf of (ln‘ I.itli t jtl.i' C. Si tjtn ', 
(,>f his history. Jaiiifueiz appears hcYoro Samiuiaiid llrdiieiinn of lli.il tm lmpoli . 
Espeililion of Hiihhiih and .Sow^ilai tlir<ni,'j;li<lic proviiim. of tin- I'ci .i.iii t'iiipin' in pm 
suit of Sultan Mahoniincd tin' Kliaiircumiau. Slau/'hls-t at !!cy, At Iv.i/n'in. liuhllci 
out parts of Azorhaijauu atul IlMuia. Their reluiu loniiil the Nmih of the ('.epi.m into 
their own (•(luiiliy. Sies'o atul reduetiou ofllieeiipilal of Mianie/m. IVmlul vi.im'.ht' i 
of tb«inhal)itiints. flaptiirc and <le,jlruelion ofTenned. .letiipiei/ no-.M-s |l|l^lt■^|nln. 
Destroys Balkl). Tx’siej'cis aii<l eapinros 'Taulikau and Ihimi.iii. Oefeal', .hdl.inl tnl >1( m 
on tlie ftidus. Proceedin.'jsofTidy Khaun ilurin,!' Iii.i expedition into Klmta'.saun. .''n "e. 
capture, anti horrildeiuassaeieat Mem. JOntirt' <lesirne'lioii of that nolde eiiv, >>ie",i' 
imd dcslruftionof Neyshaptir. Siet'e, and eomposition of Ilenil Alenird pioeei 4liii",^ 
of the inhahitants, piodnee a reniwval <d’ the sie<>e. Clliinate desinietion of tlii- pl.n e, 
and (he liorrors witli wliieli that event was attendfsi. Ihdei'ediin's idMetuoiei/, who le 
crosses tlie Joylinii, and Sevlnhi. Atul nlliinatidy retnue. to hi., eapit.d of Kinal.otniii. 
War with Siiehlevlui or She.idezUn.iuonareli of'l'anjent. OreadlhllMttle .iml vuiioioo . 
progres" of Jeugueiz. Deeliniug health warns liiin of Ins aitpioaeltiii", ili .idmic.ii. 1 1< 
arraiin-es the sueeession to his vast <loiuinions, Further unaiigemenl.s and di .ith «/flli.i! 
great eoinpu'ror. His wives and eldldren. IVrlidions imissaere of .Sliriileihim and hi . 
followers, in eonseijuence of his thing iiisirnelions. (ingtiii Kaaii, Id of the sueees .0 . 
of Jengneiz. 'J'raii.sacI ions of his reign. Deutli of'l'iiK Khaun. Ihaloiatton of Ui i.il 
under the inst met idiis of Ougtiii. Other instaines of hh hem vnleiit < liaiaelei He. 

death. Vast extent of liLs doinianms. (iiiMig kli.mn, lid of the of .ten 

gueiz. rredouiinaneo of the O^iristiaiis at his eumt. (v’ue.stiou win tin i the I’n -.it 1 jolm 
of the. Nostorians is not to he sought for in ihispriuee. He dies in the neielihoihoml of 
Samarkaud, Muiign Kauii, Hid of tlie Mieeessois of .leiii iiei/., ehi ti d ihimteh the ni 
fliicneo of naiitu, Khtiuu of Keiiteliauk. He .sends llitl;ml.ii towaid.i tlie Omo.. Hei 
expedition against the eni|iire ofChina. In Iheeonr.e of whiehhe dhs, knldai'lvaaii 
lyihofthe sue(T.s,mrs (if.Ieiignei;<. Builds the eiiy of K lianndi.ili'vh ('aiiih.ilii, ot i'.' 
kin. 1 ey initi Kfntn, \ (li ol the sueeessi as ol .lengnei/. Ili 1 inteuiiea.ite life, and death. 
Cuixsory euitineration of llie.se jainee.s to Ad.'ii the \lN,th uml last. i,tni 

CIIMTKU .\l!. 

A'.i' Uu'Mlvd and Fifhj skill to l/w Smot Unmtml nnii Thml o/lhr lUilJn-nk, 

'riie Instory again recedes, llfilanku Khaun, llr.t of the IVr-ian nion.nehs of the rat e of 
Jcugueiz. Ills expeditioinuto Syria i’roeeedings in that piovitiee. and lelnin into 
Azeihiiijami. I he .Sultan ol Egypt destroys his ''airiMin at hhituaM ie,. Sic'e and le 

l:.'rsATd? u! r? Unr.ilde piniisl.inei'it of Me. 

<k .Salali In pi me ol Iharliekir. Aiiniio.sily hetweeii lliihuikii, and In. kinsman tlm 
Kluinii oi keiKdiaiik Hostilities helween lliein in (looieia. Pi,',( ..f ,1„. urmy of Hiil 
4uku deleated by ln.s adversary. His death. .SI.eleh of his eluiiaelm. AllVmsI en 
Kh‘mn'‘rj;i f h‘'i*""‘'' M'’i;iitghah eo.islnieted hy hi>oiders. "‘Ahiil.a 

Ol iv.pli.nauh. H( dihals the I eii(>gliaiayan.s in Klioiassaviii. His tnmns dell-aled in 
^M'la hy the Sulian oi kgypt. Hk death. Notice <if authors who lU.tii kited dm inu hk 
mgu, Nekudaiir, entitled .Sultaii Ahmed, Hid of tlig IVi.so Jenguiziatis, l>mhrtees 
Myhoiiimedi.in. Is opposed hy Shazudah Arghein, wlmin In; defeats and ( ikes mis 

...aud-ad-doiilali, iijew, ajipoiuted prime minister. ' His .snei'e.s.sfui adniiiilstfiiion f ’ 
eoimss intoxieated with hi.s good fortune. Put to deitlli hv a (si is d ^ 
during the illness of \rghuii Khaun. Death ofih-it oioim'I ■ r 1 ^ 
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pul to (loalli by Ihc conspirators. BAulA Kljnnn, Vltli of tlic Torso Jon^friiiziiins. llis 
bljoii uml XiiUaii MiiluanuuMl (Jliar-'iin \ liUi of tho Torso IHs 

oaiiy hislorv, (lonfosis. Ainl liiial n‘<auioiliit<i<ui uilh Aiiioir Noroiix. lie (Mi.iynijos to 
bo(ojiioii (’oiivorl, to iMaltoinuird'suo Miiu*h<‘s inlo A/i'iSaijanii to as an t liis olaiia to 
tlio Mipi‘(‘in(' |)(uv<‘r, AotMunniodalion with Ibudu klisnin, uJiioh torniiiailes uiipropili- 
onsl>. U(‘ publicly (Mtihnuv's MalioiuuMnlisin. MuicIk's afivsli t<»nar<ls Axorl)aijiiuu. 
Capiurc and dcalli of baidii Kbaaii, and iimal aowsiou of (ilnuiiii Rhaun, IMiiiorui*- 
rau<»<Mncnls, Iij\asion of Kliorassimii by the 'I\ ln‘f;lialaYans, i‘e|M-llo(l by Noroiiz. 
Couspiraev aiijamyt that cliiofiaiu» and ajSjfaiuttt his uia.s<t*r (lcfcate<l* Unjust cliar^eof 
livuMMJ prefoned af»ainsl Noroiu;. lucouserpoMiceof vvliich he iiies to licniL Where 
he is ullMiuit(‘ly betrayed to his enemies, and pul U> death. Depivdalious of the .Niko- 
^Irians. And expedition toc'hastixetheuj. The historian Fuxzebulhih appointed one of 
the joint-vezxeirs. (ireut drtm,i»ht, famiiieainl pestilence, Jiivasi<m ofSyria by (ihax:* 
an Khaun. Who d<dVats the SuHau of near Einesa. lie returns into DiarbekJr. 
Failnn^ of liis troo))s in an attempt to redm^e the ciislle of ninnasears. Second^ expedi- 
ti(»n into Syria. IVnninates without any thine; remarkable. Khannian lera ehlalilisheil. 
Third expedition into Syria. Ohaxau Klianii resimrs tin* [noseenlhm of it to his tienerals. 
*'Fh(‘y are(lereat<*d wilhjereal slauahlcr, by tiu* Sultan of FeNj)l. Uliaxan Ivbaun returns 
toTebreix. Futile at, tom]>t to disturb Ids i>oV(‘raiiieiil. liis di.'ath, and character 
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St^irn Ihindnd (indThird (oiiw E'u^kl I Uindml md Twelfth <>f thv IJidJtrah. 

Aeces.si<m of (.luljaitA, <*n1ijl(‘d Siiltan Malionuned Khodubnndali, V^JIItli of tlie lh‘rso- 
jen^iH'uixians. He <‘reets lli(‘ castle, and founds the city of Snltanidalii. Birth of Ahfi S.u 
< id. lApedilion to t<'dne<‘ (luiluu. Tartial <lis<'oudilnrt‘ and ultiinat(‘ success. Atten- 
tion of Oiiljaitu to tin* iinproveiiient of Ins (h)niini(ins. I',Wp<'(lilion ai^ainsl Syria. Cap- 
ture (dTlalielmh on the hbiplirates. Ahu Siud<l inv(sste(l with tln‘ j*()v<'rnnient of Khor- 
assann. Death and resp(*elable <*haracler of Ouljailn. Sultan AbnSaeid, IMIiofthe 
Terso jeii^iiixians. l)issensi(»n Indween his nunisler.s, Whi» li i(*nninate.s in Uk* di^^ip'ace 
and CMunition (>f the hairued Ta^xel idlah. Usurpation in Khorassann, on tlieparlof 
SiiJihzadah ISeysMonr, tlx* TelK'^ltataNaii. Ulliinal(dy siippiess<‘d hy Aincir 
the prc(lee<‘,ssor of tlu' Fylkhaiinians. Irruption of the Duxlndvs,^ or 'rartars of kep- 
tehauk into < ie<»ri>ia chastized hy Anudr'rchobaun. chief (‘xclteslheodiuin of some 

of llic prinmpal conimandiMS en?pl(ty‘d in that pioviu<‘(\ Uoinbinalhm to destroy him 
defeated. Ahu Saeid l)y ins disliiitiuished valour ae<[uire,s the title of HuhoiaUr. 'riie. 
sister of that luojiarch is married to Ameir l\dH>hiHin, \'<‘Katious claims si1 on lo(>l by 
the rapacity of that <*hief, llmdly abaiidomal, Dcmth and respectable character <il Ally 
Shah, the vexx(dr, ^riie, sultan becomes enamoured of Itaelnliul Kliantun the wife of 
Sludkii lliissun the Kylkhantiiuti. Ills passion <lis(‘ou»itcnanced hy AjneirdVImbann, 
her father, liis conseipicnl disijruee \Cith the sultan. Defeat of the troops ofTt'nna- 
slx rin Kliaun, in the province of (iheznein. Innmjderatc amhilion of Damnslik Khaujali. 
Punished. Aim Sacid detennimvs <Mithe destnudion of Tcliohaun and of the whole 
family, 'rchobaun on his part pn parcs for Inrslilitics. Jlcisahuudoned hy the ^o*oator 
part <d' hi-^ army. Ulthnah ly helrayed and put to death at Uer4t; A'kctchofhis cha- 
racter. And hi ief a(‘C(mnt of his chibben. 'I'lie sultan espouses ISa^^hdad Kbautun. 
Her former Imsfiand imKle ^osenior of Hum. Deatli (*f Abu Saeid. By some ascnl)e<l 
to p<Mson, Notice of 4*ot(miporarv characters, irnlh of Tn/mur, Arjai Khauii, Xtli 
of die Perso Jen/^uizians, His short and turbulent rci*;!!, and <iealh. Alussa Klnnin* 
Xlth of the ih'rso jcnunizians, Ib'oeeedintrs to subvert his authority. He ulumately 
ahscomls. Maliommed Khaun, XUthoflhe Perso-jen^mizians. Extensive power of 
Sheikh Hnssnn tim Ejikhauniaa Opposed by .S'hoikh Husstui the Tchobaunian, by 
whom he is dtdealed.' Mahommed klmun is put to death- The princess Sauky 
XHIlh of iht Perso-jen^nixiaus. Procee<lin!Li!;s hot^^een ihe (wo rival <diiefs. Of whom 
the l-^ylkhauuuni is expelled from Azerbarjaun hy the address of his opponent* Jaliaun 
Teymur, Xi th autl ISulinian kluiua XV Ih oi‘ llicPerso-jeng'uizians. isheikU Hussun die 
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|;:vlkhauniaii,is rejHnifctlly in Ills utteiuplH t<>. is-piu a ftutiin- iu jIh- I'Vi -lau pi-t. 

vince-i. Death (>f Toy^liiVlVyiuur Kliaun., Troojis c»r Hir.Min 'VrltnlyAnw h a’.-i 
Arabian Mk. That: c’luef is iiita'l)' a.ssa,s:iiiniUHl hy \m wile. Ar<-r,su»u to poo o -I 
brother Meick Ashvuf, lV(n'i<)tis |>n)m*(liiri 4 :H ijf that. \\ ho \ulh ho. too h poo , 

the party of the yoiing'cr son of Aineir T<'hoimnn* Noti'ihii eaioi \Vlfi< .mhI oi f!?* 
l\n\sojenttth'/ianaai^ Pret,lon:inanf ptover, and hyn'unjv <d‘ \dnui. Ui d.nui 

iiioiis me invaded, and he is tiiialiy put tSKlealh hv tfje Khaon oi Kopp hauk. Nnit/.o 
Avveiss, thl of the Kylkhatudaris. In ailddition to wentevn Irak ohiainn p.» . a- at»u lO 
A?anbaijuun, liis siuoasssful vei,s;rj. And deatin Sidhm nu>'a‘sne. Hid oi ilo' k ’ ! 
khamiians. H()stilitics with the Iku'kmauns, AdvaiH'tunent <>i Aad<d X'po \\horiuo. . 
the d'esipis of Ids enemies. Baghdiul is seiiind by a biotlno’ of tht* Sult.no o\ri v 
and subseapnmt loss of that city tiu*onji,h tlie eflVmtnncy of the Sulfaio lb' j . ptp tf» 
death by his brother Ahnieih Sultan AhnuMl Jnllaeir, and Sultan lkas<v’#id, l.ri of iIm- 
Evlkbauniamn Early (*ontests betvmm these |nia<’es, uml w ith shali/adah .slnakh MK 
of Bagitdad; Wlio is killed inaction l)y Kara Malnuritmal tliu ’I’lnkman. ArrtaunuHl.} 
lion with. Sidtau TVayei^zi<i^ aiul Atukd Agm llsurpaiioit at l>a<did;nh pmn -lird b\ Stdf.ut 
Alimed, Reiauval of hijstililfen with Audek \vh«) is defeateti, and ehune. the MippnU 
ofSlrab ShujiiiofSliiniuz. The latter betrays hitu, Initis ^itdValed in hi*, own dr-tuui a'uuu t 
Snlhiindah. Wliicli falls into tlte hands of Sullati Ahtned, Tb<* Env of 
apf)earat T\;1)rei?f. Are eombu’b'd to Baghdad, Einal e\ptd:duu bom jjn diuniinon^ijf 
Sultan Ahnie<l, by the arnvi(ss (d'd'eyrndr, His idtimale return, <lefrat, and tleatii. itj a 
contest w'ith Kara A'/iyssnf the/iytrkniarn (binclusion '^ iCjIh* \ «»m mi; - •• «hl i 
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CHAP. I. 

I'r miiy iiiadti ii (jiK'stloii, M'licllu'r it Is iioi a ciroiimsiaiico 

.1, liivoraMi' to Ihr pran', tlioii^-'h iiol, to llio civil liln'i’tics ofmiiukiii(l, 
thill, ill most iiifilauc.cs, llu' foiiiKlalion of u new (liiiasty should he 
oi'diiiiicd hy proviih'iicc to hi' laid in hlood: siiii'i' to this it: may 
he ov.iii;;' that, in {.^vneral, thi^ best and w isest; men shall he n'eoiieiled 
t,o liihoiinm iiiider the more endtinihle (‘vils and iiieoiiveiiieiiees of 
despotism iiiid iirhilrary power, rather tle.iii eiieuiiiit.er the horrors ami 
atrocities of revolntionary madness. I>ni whatever lessons we may 
(h'l'ive from such an e,xaniple, the eleviition of the hoiisii of Ahhas 
woidil appear to have been attended with eirenmstaiiees of sani''ni- 
nary ferocity, and deliberate ernelly, that have been seldom surpassed 
in the records of history ; and as it commonced in hlood, so it will h« 
iinind, ill tlu^ seipiel, to have terminated its career in the most dread- 
ful scenes of havoc and massacre. 

Ally, or as he is very freipieiitly di'iiondnali'd, Alidtillah, and 
siirnamed Ahhl Abbas Sellanh, Ahul Ahlttis llic was the, 

son of Mahoiiiined, the son of Ally, the son of Abdullah,, the son of 
Abbas, the brother of Abutanleb, and son of Abdulmutleb. The 
VO,L. 1,1. U 


A. II. ina. 



A. E 132, 
A. D. 750. 

Kiioiaussut- 

lil-fAlibaur. 


Ai^ui Abbas 

SEFFAUH,tst 
Kliulif of Ilic 
Iiousc of Ab- 
bas. 


■events which in our former volume wo nttempted, howi'ver imide- 
quately, to trace, having seated this prince with suHicient slul)ilify at 
the head of the Mahommedan <'U)pirc, lu^ lahoiircd of course u itli 
suitable diligence to secure the suinnissioii, and provide, for the tran- 
quillity of the several cities and d<‘partnieiits of his ej;leiisiv(i domin- 
ions. To his uncle Ahdnllah the coii(|U('ror of Merwann, ln‘ assiirned 
fhe government of both the jtrovinces of Syria and l\g\ p( ; and to 
another uncle, DaomI tliii son of Ally, that of I lejan/ and the saered 
cities of Mekkali and Med('inah. Tlie troops destined for the .si,'g(> 
ofWanssit, whore Yezzid the son of Amni llohairali had hei'ii long 
preparing for a formidahli' defence, wi‘re entrusted to llie in:iiia';'e- 
uicnt of Ahu Jaulh'r, ix'fwixt whom and his elder hri>t her, there 
appears to have ever sulisistcd a confidence uinl eordialily, in similar 
circumstances, not often paralleled. Ahh .lanlfer was aceoinpaiiied 
on this service hy llussiin Kohthah, in conjunclion with wlmm he 
proceeded in due time to the rednetion of Waiissit; which had been 
for some years considered the capital of Irak, and <‘ontained within 
its walls perhaps the last lioi>e.s of tin; house of Ommeyah. When 
ho had, however, by a gallant resistance, for eleven months protracted 
the fate of the place, the grandson of llohairali receiveij iiili'lligence 
of the death of Merwann, and detennined to capitulate with his 
besiegers. On a solemn promise from Abu , lanlfer, of iudeinnily for 
himself and his garrison, he accordingly put that prince in possession 
of the city, and wius with other c.liicftains of bis inirly, (Mirolled 
among the troops ol the house of Abbas : but being soon afterwards 
detected by Abii .laull'er in a clandi‘slino alltmipl. to i‘xciie revolt 
against the reigning government, it was notdillicult to obtain from 
Abul Abbas, an ordi^r to autliorizo bis destruction ; and he wa,i 
accordingly put to death with the greater part of his primnpal asso- 
ciates to the number of forty persons ; of whom Ahdurrailmiau tlm 
son of Beshir, and Mftcycn the son of Zaydah, were indeed the only 
individuals suffered to escape. 

Abul Abbas had in the mean time, at an early period of his govern- 
jnent, signalized his unsparing vengeance against the vampiislied 
race of Ommeyah. At Damascus in particular, his uncle Abdullah 
proceeded by his instructions, to cut off' every distinguished member 
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of tlwt now unhappy family, that he eould lay his hands on ; ami it A. If. 132. 
is stated that, on one occasion, the mutilated carcases orsmarnty of 
these chiefs wlio liad IxH'ii licateii toih'ath with chihs, were laid one 

ul-uklibimr. 

u[)ou anotln'i', covered over with a. shj,dit (nirpetinj>', and thus 
constructed into a kind of jdutfonu, on which, with a barbarity truly 
savag'e, the governor of J)ama.sciis seated himself to partake of ti 
sninptuons repast, and to celebrate the triumph of liis party. 

When then^ wm'o no further living viihiins to satiate the spirit of 
r(!V('iige, he proeeedial to violate the repositori(\s ol' tlie dead. The 
S('pulelu'('S of all the princes of lln^ house of OiniiKwah, that of Omar 
the son of Abdulazziz alone excepted, were inum'diately broke open, 
and tlieir contents burnt to ashes ainl Si'uttiM'ed to tlu^ W'iiuls, Ihe 
body of llasliamn (hesoii of Ahdulmelek, wliich had not yet siiircrc'd 
dissolution, was tn'alcil with particular and unavailing indignity; 
after which it was hiinil like tho.si! of the rest, and tlie ashes eon- 
signed to the winds of heaven. Tin* same eiiidielive six'iie.s w'oro 
also exhibited at Mossfil, wlu're an indiseriminate slaughter of the 
friends and adliereiils of iMerwauii was earrviiig on iiiidiT the direc- 
tions of Yalieya the son of Ally ; anotlu'r of the ndatives of 7\l)ul 
Ahhas, who may therefore he eonshlered to hav(m's(uhlish(‘d ample 
claim to tile appellation of sanguinary. 

Neltlu'f was this jiriiiee disposed to forget the designs originally 
entertained in favor of the deseendanls of I'aniima, by Ahn Selniah 
.lelhiiily, ami the eonseiiiumt delay to his own (‘levntion, which 
those (l('signs were .supposed to have produced, 'I’his p(U'sonag<‘. ho 
Iherefore also determined to d(‘stroy on the first fair oeeasioii. lint 
as it was a measure which might he utteniled wit.h some ineonveui- 
<'nce, unless it were saiielioiied by the previous coneurrenee of Alult 
l\lossh‘m, the, Klialif I'l'sidved on ilispubdiing his brother Ain’t danifer 
into Khorassann ; at tlic same tinu' to rem'ivc that powerful cliie.ftain’s 
])lcdgi' of allcgiiimx', and to sound his iiudinations on the snhjeig. 

On his arrival at Mern, Ain’t .lanll'er expm’imic.ed from Aln’i Mosslem 
tint recefition which was due to the ri'presentntive of his sovinx^ign ; 
and obtained from him without ilillie.ulty, the paishkesh, or enstonnuy 
presents, in testimony ofallcgiai'iee. After the interval of a few days, 

Abu .lauiler explaiucd, at a private iulorviow with Ahti Mosslem, 

li a 
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A. H' 138. tlic further oliji'cts of hi.s mission^ siiid ohlaiiU'd li'nm liiiii ilu' 
A. D.75L. dccliiratioii, that IntlJi huaiid AIxi Stdiiiali laaii;;- carli ttnii.-m llu- 
Kholauscut- si.^ves of Abul Abbas, tlicro could be no (iiicsiioii, thal I’nr aii) tnit ;- 
til aJilikur, qi? (itlicr would bo o<nially liabb'to liio iMiiil-.hiiU'iil ut 

death, llaviiij^ thus succossl’idly acooiii]>lisliod (oory ll(■ol■^^ary 
object of his visit, Abu .latillbr roluruoi! to Kulali. \1 b ai, aor ni!- 
iii.s’’ to the oriental phrase, liia arrival and tlio e\eeiiii ,ii oi '.ha 
Sehuab, wen; the business oi the same iustinit ol tii.te, (M!;. 
however, state, that Abfd :\hl»as out a period to this oititoviom-. p' r- 
eon’s e.^istenee, previous to tlu' arrival of his hi'niher. 

It is perhaps <if little iiuportaiiei* to be told, lliai in tlu' I'e'.Mil.ir 
order of events, the. journey of Abu .laiill'er into Khoras.aiiu slnndd 
properly have pixa'eded the sicfi’e ami redtielioli iif lVaiis-.il, lint it 
is soinr'tliiiiy niaterial to obsi-rve, that while Abii .laun'er rt-mh il ,ii 
l\Ieru oil this oecasioii, .'Mni Mosslein on some siippit pi'elo-.i or 
othi'r, caused Suliiiiau Kesheir, one of his <d<lest and urn. i liiilhiid 
associates, to In' put to di'atli iu tlu* very pivseiiee ot' Ins pmiei-ly 
visitor ; who did not fail to derive I'roui the eireuiuslaiiee an inipie-,. 
sioii of resi'iitmiiut and ilispleasurt', which wiis iie\er oldit.-r.iied, 
And it is liirtlier Slid,* that when on his ri'lui'ii lo lu'd'ah, hi'i liro« 
tiler di'immded, what lie had remarked in Abu Mossleiu, lie repli.-il 
that lie had found iu him the haue'htiest of tyrants ; mid that he bad 
reason to suspect that, while, Abu Mossleiu lived, lie most -aibinil to 
h'ad but a coiiti'iiiptibh' and abject sort of (‘sisienee. lb- e.iuiium-d 
him at tliesanie tiiiu' to lod^'e these hints in Ids own bosom, iiiiiil 
he should have, an opportunity ol'judvdinr. I'rom personal ubsmatioii, 
of the cliaracter of that abh^ ami warlike eliieftaiu. 

^ ^ Oil the death of Duoiid the sou of Ally, hi the eoiirsc of ilu- \ ,-.tr 

A.d', 751.' huiidri'd and thirty-three, tilte }(overiimeiit of llejauz nas coii. 
ferred by Abhl Abbaa on his muterual iiiieleZeiaml, the sou ofOliai- 
dullab; and in the course of the year follow iiiy, he ivimned 
his court from IvfiJiih to Ambauroii tlu' I'aiplirates, the mieieni store 
house of the kings of l‘brsia; and there laid the Ibuiuialiou of .\letlei- 
nah llashmiah, the city of the Jiashmuites. 

»TarMTcbiy. 



Ill tlic yoar ono liiiudrod and tliirty-fivc, a, rovolt a,i>’iiinRt the A. TI. IM. 
authority of Ahii Mossloni took plaoo in tlio provinoos lii'yoiul tiio 
OxMiH, uiidci Zoiiuid the son ofSahdi; Iiut Ain't Mosshun in pin’son 

, . . , . , . , , ul-akhl»aur. 

coiuliK'tiiyit an army a^uinst the insnrf!,vu(s, tlionyi^enoral disappciarial, 
and tukinif re.rn^e in the ootta;:t‘' <'>f on<' of tlu! native jnsasantry, the 
latter to ensure himself against the resentment of the vietorions 
))uriy [lilt his giu'st to (Kaitli, anil eonveyed his head to tlu' eon- 
(pieror. Soon alter he Itad re-established his anlhority on this occa- 
sion, Aha Mosslein, during the year one hundred and thirty-six, 
jiroeemled towards Arabia, outlie, design of a pilgrimage to Mekkah. 

Kepairing first to tin' court ef Ahtil Ahhas, he there experieneed tin? 
most liivorahh> and distinguished rma^ptiiai, alllion;!;li Ahfi .laiilfer 
I'Xerted nil the inlliieiiei' in his jiower to p<‘rfniade his brother to put 
him to death. Ihit refusing to confer npim Ahh Mosslein the appoint- 
ment orgmteral of the pilgrims, on the. plea ofa previous applie.atioii 
IVom Ahu Jaiilfer, the Khalil' immiTed, nolwitlishiading, the reseiit- 
ment of .\1m'i Mosslein to a very violent degrei' ; the lalhT emnplaiii- 
ing to his Iriends, that Ahul Ahhas and his hroth‘T, geiieriilly 
residing on the spot, or near it, were mu'er witiioiit a. eoiivenieiit; 
opportiinily of |ieii(irining their <!e\olions in the sanetiiarv of tho 
Ka;nd)a.h ; and that it would have, heeonie lliein, for this \ ear at 
least, to assign to him the <d\arge. for wliicdi he. had solieiled. This 
|>rodiieed, however, no altcu'ation in the aiTangeineiit ; and holli Ahii 
.luuller and Ahn Mosslein departe.d for Mekkah with impressioiis 
inatmdly nnfavorahlo towards one. another, lint as. Ahn .Mo.ssleni 
had provided two hniidred ('iiniels for tin* eonveyaiiee of his kitchen. 
ei|iii|)age aimie, and he took care to pix'ci'ih' his rival a days jonraev 
(Ini'iiig the whole of tin* march, iiiostofthecoiivoy of pilgrims availed 
themselvi's twii’e a day ofa plentiful repast, to which they were piih- 
llely invited by the ollieers of that, general. Ily a similar conrsi' ofos- 
tentatiouslilieralily at. the e.losi> of the visitation, in (dothiiig great mini- 
l)ersofthepi!gtimsl’roindiHtant(piarlers,andlhe wlmleol'thoseemployed 
ill the ministry of the .sacred places, uml by other proofs of mitnili- 
cenee beyond all ordinary iirmredent, Ahu Mosslein acipiired on this 
occasion the. title of Anmir in fact, while they bestowed ou Ab4 
Jaull'er that only of Ameir in muuc. 
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A. n. iss. Ho'iTever, ^vliile Ins brother was engaged in tbe pilgrimage to Mrk- 
kah on this occasion, the Kliaiif Abul Abbas sickened and diixl. 
His death appears to have been hastened by the following very 
trifling circumstance, which otherwise than as a record of (jlod’s dis- 
pleasure against the indulgence of personal vanity, would be scarc(‘ly 
ivorth the relation. He was, it seems, reckoned the hiuidsoincst inau 
of the age in which he lived: and one day contemplating tbo grace's 
of his person as he stood before a mirror in one of Ids apartments, he 
could not forbear exclaiming, that he was indeed, as Suliinan the son 
of Abdulmcdek had once pronounced him, the very prince or paragon 
of youth and heauty ; and as he concluded with a fervent eja- 
culation, that heaven might give him health and length of days in 
the enjoyment of all his singular advantages, he had scarcely closcal 
the sentence, when he overheard one of his domestics observe to 
another, “ there remains betwixt thee and me only the period of two 
“ months and five days.” These words were immediately applied by 
the Ivhalif to his own destiny, and he expressed his humlilc resigna- 
tion to God’s providence. In a few days afterwards he sickened of 
a fever, which breaking out in a pestilential or putrid eruption over 
his whole body, caried him off, at the age of forty-two, on the thir- 
teenth of the month of Zilhudje ;* precisely sixty-five days from the 
period at which he had noted the observation of the slave. 

Calculating from the. period of his nomination and election by the 
inhabitants of Kufah, this prince may be stated to have fdlod, the 
throne of the Khalifs for four years, seven months, and eleven or 
twelve days : hut from the death of Merwaiin his reign would appear 
to occupy an exact period of four years, llis character, if we are to 
credit the representation of some historians, f was that of a liberal, 
bene\olent, and able prince, although the dreadful effusion of blood, 
which preceded his accession to the sovereign dignity, hathacf|uir('(l 
for him the odious appellation of Seffauh. In the early part of his 
reign the functions of the vizzaiirut, or ministry of state, were dis- 
charged by Abfi Selmah Jellaul ; but when this person was put to 
death, the office w'as consigned to Yalieya the son ofKhaled, of the 

^ 8 lh of June, *704. 

tTarikh gilzeidab, and Bianauguty, or Finaukety. 
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lace of Barmek ; and it is therefore from this period that we are pro- A. H. m 
perly to date the infl ueiice of that celebrated family. As one method to 
establish the sanctity of his authority, Abul Abbas'procured the man- 
tie of the prophet for the sumof fourhundreddinaurs ;*and thisprecious 
relique became, as might have been expected, in after times, one of 
the most venerated articles in the regalia of the Khalifs. 

Ul Munsur Billah, (Deigralid victorj Abu Jauffer the son of 
Mahommed, second Khalif of the house of Abbas, received on his 
return from Mekkah, at the station of Zaut ul Crrek,* the intelli- 


gence of his brother’s death, and immediately suspending his march 
until he had been joined at that station by Abu Mosslem, he com- 
municated to that chief the information which had reached him. 


By a stretch of confidence which, adverting to recent circum- 
stances, may appear perhaps extraordinary, he urged the expediency of 
his proceeding without delay to Kufah, there to exert his influence 
in preser^fing the tranquillity and securing the attachment of that 
part of the empire ; and with a dispatch, which on his side at least 
bespoke sincerity, Abh Mossleih at the head of ten thousand horse, 

UlAIuksur 

hastened accordingly to Kfifah ; where Eissa the son of Miissa, a BitLAa IW 
collateral descendant of the race of Abbas, and the cousin german of Khalif. 

E'l LIunsur was, at the same time, industriously employed in calling 
upon the people to support his own pretensions to the Khelaufut. 

The arrival of Abfi Mosslem however suddenly disconcerted all his 
ambitious designs, the inhabitants of Kufah immediately testifying 
their attachment to the party of that popular chieftain ; and Ul Mun- 
sur repairing shortly afterwards to the spot, Eissa quietly submitted ; 
and atoning, by all the apologies which he could offer, for his recent 
hostile attempt, he experienced from that monarch a degree of cle- 
mency in the remission of his offences, for which, from the contempla- 
tion of former precedents, he had perhaps but little reason to hope. 

Ul Munsur appears to have considered his authority now estab- 
lished upon pretty secure foundations ; when occurrences in Syria 
arose, which threatened to produce an agitation yet sufficient to cast 
him from his throne. His uncle Abdullah the governor of Damas- 


»229f. 3#. id. 


fOr Zautul Erek, not far from Mekkab. 
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' ii isf; CHS. AVfiS no sooner apprized of the death of Al)iil Aldtiis, tliaii ho 
.'i. 754. proceeded to assemble the iiihabitaiHS oi that cii'y and l.taiiloi^^ i and 
to them declared, that at the period when Ahhl Abbas pr()i>ose(l lo 
ul-ailibaur. an army in pursuit of Merwaun, he publicly ainiouiKU'd that 
whoever of the descendants of Abbas would underbake tt> ('oinhn't 
the enterprize, to the fmal destruction of the fuoitiv(' nionare.h, slioiild 
be considered after himself, the next in succession to the ('iiipire ; 
that he was the person by whom such enlerjn’ize was undcrtakmi 
and achieved to its consummation, was a oirciunstiuicti too IVesli in 
their recollection to require on his part any further a,r^aimciit to de,- 
monstrate; but at all events, when coupled will) tin' previous 
formal declaration of the deceased priiu'c, that itwassudlcicail lo au- 
thorize the assertion which lie uow made, and was detenu hied to inaiii- 


tain, that the Kliclaufut was in justice devolve!! lo hiuis'alf The. 
Svrian nobles, and such of the troops of Khorassaun as were [m’Siait 
at Damascus at this period, did not hesitate on liearln}’' such a d,'- 
claration to pledge their allegiance to Abdullah ; u ho was oiiiihlial 
soon afterwards, at the head of a powerful army, to pmeea'd to I inriam 
in upper Mesopotamia, the governor ol which, lie prevailed upon to 
enter into a treaty. At that place, however, he put no less limn 
seventeen thousand of the natives of Khoiassaiiii to dent h, from an 


apprehension, that, on the first opportunity tlu'y would not fail to 
go over to Aba Mosslom. From Ilaran be luisteiu'd shortly after- 
wards toNissebein; in the neighbourhood of which, in a camp which 
he immediately surrounded with' in trench meats, he deleriniiied to 
abide the decision of his claims with the troops ofUl Muiisur, by 
this time in motion from all quarters to oppose him. 

In effect, Abu Mosslem, though already doomed to jtia-ish the 
moment his sendees were no longer considered necessary, had heeu 
dispatched by IT Munsur, at the head of a numerous force, to give 
battle to his uncle. Appearing accordingly in due time hefore tlu^ 
intrenchments of Abdullah, and after experiencing a resistiine!? ( 4 f 
five months, the fortune of that invincible general was once more 
triumphant. Towards the end of the last month of Juinmaudy of the 
year one hundred and thirty-seven,* he succeeded in forcing those 

* December, A. 0.751. 
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intrencliments ; although Abdullah contrived to make his escape to 
Bassorah, at this period under the government of his brother Suliman. 
Here he continued for some time in concealment ; but the rays of U1 
Munshr’s intelligence penetrating to his retreat, he was ultimately sent 
for by that prince, and confined to a building, the foundations of which 
had been laid in salt. At the expiration of a few days the Khalif 
caused the site of the building to be inundated in the course of the 
night, and the foundations giving Avay on the dissolution of the salt, 
the walls suddenly fell in, and the unfortunate Abdullah was thus 
buried in the ruins. 

As soon as he was apprized of Abu Mosslem’s victory, an agent 
liad been employed by U1 Munsur to take charge of the booty which 
had been thus acquired by the success of his general; a circumstance 
which, though conformable to the usage of the most flourishing 
periods of the Khelaufut, gave to that general the highest offence ; 
and he did not scruple to declare very publicly, and with the strongest 
expressions of indignation, that after having had the blood of so many 
thousands so long at his disposal, he was at a loss to conceive what 
could have happened to render his integrity suspected, where their 
mere property was concerned. This, in addition to former arguments 
of displeasure, contributed to hasten the crisis of those jealousies 
which had for some time, subsisted between this haughty and pow'er- 
ful chieftain, and his sovereign ; who is also affirmed to have been long 
on the watch for an opportunity to destroy the acknowledged 
instrument of his elevation. However that may be, the imitations 
which continually arose, on the subject of the booty at Nissebeiu, at 
length determined Abu Mosslem, with intentions which could not 
w'ell be misunderstood, andw'ithout the Khalif s permission, to with- 
draw into Khorassaun. The departure of his general seems to 
have awakened at tlie same time, in Ul Munsur some very alarming 
apprehensions : andhe immediately sent letters to him, toannounce that 
he had conferred upon him the government of Syria and Egypt, and to 
urge him to proceed without delay, to take possession of those im- 
portant provinces. To such letters, however, he paid but little 
attention, continuing his journey without halting until he came to 
the city of R^i : w'here he was overtaken by Abu Hameid Meriirou- 
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dy, dispatched afresh by U1 Munsur, by every possible intreaty to 
urge liini to retuin, 

These v'ould however probably have produced but little impression 
upon him, were it not for some other important considerations obtruded 
upon him at the same time. For at such a crisis, gained over by the 
promises or threats ofUlMimsAr, Abu Daoud,w'hom he hadso recently 
left in charge of Khorassaun, also wrote to him to suggest the expedi- 
ency of submitting to the Khalifs authority, in terms which clearly 
indicated, that, if he persisted in his present design, he should oppose 
his entrance into that province with all his force ; so that embarrassed 
on every side, Ahh Mosslem was at last constrained to reconcile himself 
to the alternative of repairing to the presence of U1 Munsur, rather than 
confide to the dubious purposes of an ungrateful dependant. But 
before he took his final resolution on this subject, Abb Isshack the 
Merhzite, one of his friends, was dispatched to the court of Ul Mun- 
sur, to discover as far as possible, how that prince was disposed to 
treat him. The messenger returned in a short time, and assured 
him that lie could not perceive in the Khalifs demeanor, any 
circumstance that did not bespeak the kindest and most favorable 
disposition towards him. On which, in spite of the pressing and 
urgent solicitations of many of his more discerning friends to the 
contrary, he took his final departure for Rhmiah of Mediyein, 
at this period the residence of Ul Munsur. 

On his arrival in the neighbourhood of Rumiah, a numerous assem- 
blage, consisting of every distinguished . individual of the race of 
Hashem, that could be collected on the spot, hastened by the direc- 
tions of Ul Munshr to do honor to Abu Mosslem ; and by these he 
was conducted with extraordinary pomp and ceremony to the 
presence of that monarch, by whom he was embraced .with every 
appearance of cordiality, and with every expression of favor and 
benignity. Four days, however, subsequent to this apparently cor- 
dial reception, when Abu Mosslem repaired on his customary visit 
to the palace, the Khalif, rather unexpectedly, began to recount the 
instances of offence, which on different occasions he had experienced 
fbm the man, who had vindicated,* with such signal success, the 
f S4Iieb-ul Diwat, the title usually bestowed upoa hi©. 
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precarious claims of the house of Abba§. Every apology, every A. H. 

■argument, which Abu Mosslem made use of, either to justify or 

excuse himself, seemed to aggravate rather than assuage the resent* 

'' . , , ■ , ui-akuuaar. 

ment of U1 Munshr ; until at last, as if his indignation had earned 
him beyond all bounds, the Khalif struck his hands together,j«'hen 
at this preconcerted signal, Othman the son of Neheik and three other 
captains, who had lain concealed for the purpose, suddenly rushed 
upon Abu Mosslem, and as he was totally unprepared for defence, 
very soon dispatched him with their scimitars, The body was then 
wTapped up in a coarse mantle, and left in the corner of the apart- 
ment, where it was exhibited by U1 Munsur to his courtiers, as they 
alternately entered ; and the greater part of whom, either from appre- 
hensions of his power, or from the austerity of his temper, and the 
imperiousness of his manners, had long since conceived so great a 
dislike for the fallen chief, that they appeared rather disposed to 
rejoice at, than lament his premature destruction, 

This, on Wednesday the tu'enty-fifth of the month of Shsbaiin, in 
the year one hundred and thirty seven,* was the fate of Abb Mosslem, 
at the early age of thirty-seven, and when he had held the government 
of Khorassaiin for a period of eight years and some months ; neither 
the magnitude of his past services, nor the contemplation of future 
advantages to be derived from his acknowledged talents and valour, 
being sufiicipnt to screen him from the jealous fears, and ultimate 
vengeance of a despotic sovereign. But it seems to be without 
question, that his power was already far too extensive for any sub- 
ject, and that he had designs in meditation subversive to that author- 
ity, which he had so long and successfully laboured to establish. 

This last consideration alone, will form with many a sufficient 
apology for that act of severe and anticipated vengeance under which 
he fell. In other respects, if, as is generally supposed, blood must have 
blood, the life of Abb Mosslem could not have been expected to have 
terminated otherwise than in a violent death. Exclusive of those 
who perished in the field of battle, the number of whom, according 
to our author, can alone be estimated b,y him who knows all secrets, and 
who is the infallible judge of truth, not less than six hundred thousand 
persons are positively stated to have been put to death by this cele- 
• February 12th, A, D. 755. 
c 2 
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h. II. 187. -jratetl warrior. His oveiitful story has been wroua;lit into a very 
A. D. Too. iiitcrestin;v romance entitled the Abii Mosslcm Nainali,* well known 
K.!oLtu»iii- ia the east, and in which, in the tissue of extravagant adventure, 
ttl-iAfakur. ig frequently overcharged, many surprising truths have 

doubtless been interwoven. 

There resided at this period in the province of Khorassaun, a person 
of the Magian superstition, whose name wms Senbkd, originally of 
Neysbapur ; and who, notwithstanding his zeal and attachment for 

■ the worship of fire, had been long enrolled among the followers of 

■ Abfi Mosslem, of whose favor he appears to have enjoyed so great a share 
as to have tendered himself of considerable importance among the 
natives of that province. On intelligence of the death of his patron, 
this person availed himself of the circumstance, to promote his own 
ambitious designs ; audliaving seduced a great multitude not only of 
his own, but of the Maliommedaii religion, to join his standard, he 
proceeded at their head to give battle to Abfi Obaidah ; an officer 
who then commanded at Rai on the part of U1 Munsur, and whom he 
defeated, making captives of vast numbers of Mussulman families 
that fell into his hands in consequence of his victory. This success- 
ful outset gave encouragement to the idle and disaffected to join him 
from all quarters, and his force wms soon augmented to one hundred 
thousand men . U 1 Munsur did not however delay to employ a power- 
ful division of his troops to suppress the dangerous insurrection ; 
neither did the insurgent on his part seem disposed to decline the 
contest. He hastened from Rai to meet the troops, of the Khclaufut, 
and in some part of the intervening desert came to an action with 
them, in which he was, in his turn, totally defeated. Ho never- 
theless escaped from the field of battle iuto Tebristauii, where lie 
sought the protection of the Sepahhed, or prince of that inaccessible 
territory. Here his short lived career wms destined to terminate. 
The laws of hospitality were withheld from the rebel who had con- 
tended unsuccessfully against established power ; he was put to 

» A very fine copy of the work here alluded to, was transferred by the writer of these 
pages, at Surat, about the year 1704, to Mr. Peter Bruix, the then French resident ; and, is 
probably now inthe National library at Paris. 
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death by the Sepahbed, ivith all the associates of his flight, and their A. H. 135 . 
heads \vere transmitted to L'l Munshr. A. D. 755. 

An incalcitlable booty, consisting of a great part of the treasures of Kluiluussut- 
Abu Mosslem, and of others who had been the partners of his victor- 
ies, having, however, on the defeat of the raagian, fallen into the 
hands of Jumhour, the successful general of U1 Munsur'‘s troops, 
that monarch, impelled either by his necessities, or avarice, once more 
put the tranquillity of his government to hazard, by demanding that 
the captured property should be surrendered to his agents. Such a 
demand was in this instance again considered iirjurioiis and oppres- 
sive, and Jumhour immediately prepared to resist the authority from 
whence it had proceeded. But Ul Munsur being early apprized of 
these hostile designs, endeavoured by the most vigorous measures to 
crush them in their birth. In the year one hundred and thirtj’-eight, 
Mahommed, one of the descendants of Aishauth the son of Kevss 
was appointed to chastize the author of this fresh rebellion, and 
accordingly hastened towards Rai. Jumhour had however aband- 
• oned that place, and fled towards Isfahaun, of which he obtained 
possession ; but being thither pursued by a detachment of Mahorn- 
med’s troops, he continued his flight, taking the direction of Azerbay- 
jan ; during which, some of his associates tired at last Avith these 
unprofitable and distressful perogrinatious, seized the person of their 
leader, and cut him to pieces with their swords. 

In the course of the year one hundred and thirty-nine, Abdurraih- jj 

man, one of the sons oftiie Ivhalif Hasliaum effected his escape into d. 

Mughreb; the coast ofAfi'ica, westAvard of Egypt, so called ; and hav- 
ing obtained possession of several cities in that territorj', succeeded in 
creating for himself an independent sovereignty, Avhich in defiance of 
the poAver of the house of Abbas, continued in his family for nearly 
two centuries afterwards. 

’ Ul Munsur liad noAV re-established his court at Medeinah Hashe- 
miab, the city founded by his brother, either on the site of Anbaur, 
or immediately in the neighbourhood of that place : aa Iapti, in the year, 
one hundred and forty, he became exposed to considerable danger 
from the insurrection of the Roundiah, of AA'hom, our narrative 
furuislies us with the following brief particulars* Thcii fouuder. 
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A. H. 140. whose name was ihdullah Rowendah, and from whom of course 
A.D. 757. they derived the designation by which they are here distinguished, 
Kliolaussut- ^vas, originally, one of the agents employed in Khorassaim, to pro- 
ul-akbbaur. vindicate the claims of the house of Abbas ; but engaging 

in some violent dispute with Abh Mosslem, he was, with the major- 
ity of his followers, put to the sword by that sanguinary chief. 
Great numbers of the party escaping, however, to different quarters, 
and having been subsequently relieved from their apprehensions by the 
death of their most formidable adversarj’, they issued about this period 
from their hiding places, and rendered themselves singularly conspi- 
cuous at Medeinah Hashemiah, by an impious attempt to obtrude 
uponUl Munsur the assumption of divine honors. For this purpose 
passing in procession round the Khalif s palace, they audaciously pro- 
claimed that he was “the Lord and preserver of the universe.'’* 
But Ul Munsur, on information of the blasphemous proceeding, 
having seized the persons of about one hundred of the ringlead- 
ers, and conveyed them to prison, the remainder of these infatuated 
miscreants, became so exasperated by the measure, that they imme- 
diately rushed into the opposite extreme ; they announced that since 
Ul Munsur disdained the honors which they had offered him, they 
would destroy him, and exalt for themselves another deity. With 
this impious resolution they appeared before the prison gates in 
great crouds, preceded hy an empty Tahut, or shrine, or coffin ; and 
having enlarged their chiefs, proceeded in the same tumultuous array 
towards the palace, in order to carry into execution their future 
design against th eperson of Ul Munsur. That prince had, however, 
received intelligence of the danger ; and throwing himself on the back 
of a mule, hastened at the head of a very slender escort to oppose 
the insurgents. In the mean time, hlueyun the son of Zaydah, 
formerly noticed to have escaped from the siege of Waussit, and 
whose courage and liberality rendered his name as proverbial with 
his contemporaries, as those of Rustum and Hautem, most unexpect- 
edly assailed the fanatical multitude, and compelled them to disperse 
in every direction ; and being also attacked from the other side by 
the guards of the palace, they were for the most part Hnally cut to 
pieces. An exertion of courage so se^onable on the part of a prp- 
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scribed individual, such as M^ieyun, made the deepest impression on 
the Khalif’s gratitude ; and of this he gave a solid and distinguished 
proof in the government of Yemen, which was immediately conferred 
upon the object of that gratitude. 

In this place we are called upon to observe, that an attempt to 
detail, in a regular series, and under their respective dates, such a 
multiplicity of events, as distinguished the reign of U1 hlunsur, 
would swell what was originally designed as an abridgment to the 
most tedious prolixity. The author announces therefore, his inten- 
tion to confine the narrative, in future, to such circumstances as 
may appear essentially important, or worthy of record. To this our 
readers will probably subscribe their cheerful concurrence. But if, 
after all, the selection should not always prove the happiest, we can 
only urge in apology, modes of thinking and acting widely different 
from our own ; and that diffusion of light, which has subsequently 
contributed to enlarge the conceptions of mankind, in climates more 
congenial to the growth of a just, though frequently fastidious criti- 
cism ; of that criticism, which in the absence of intuitive judgment, 
will sometimes lead us to discriminate, and seize on such objects 
alone as are best calculated for the instruction and example of future 
ages. 

A disposition decidedly hostile, had, it seems on many occasions, 
betrayed U1 Munsur into acts of severity and violence, towards the 
descendants of Ally and Fautima ; and the slightest suspicion being 
with him sufficient to justify the seizure and confinement of their 
persons, his prisons became ultimately croudcd with the most distin- 
guished individuals of that ever persecuted and unfortunate family. 
By these accumulated injuries goaded beyond forbeaiunce it was 
that, in the last month of Jummaudy,* of the year one hundred and 
forty-five, Mahommed the son of Abdullah, a grandson of Imaum 
Hussun’s, and one of the most exalted in reputation among the stock 
of the Seyuds, at length displayed the standard of revolt in Hejauz ; 
and having put to death all the officers of U1 Munsur’s government, 
and made himself master of the sacred cities of Mekkah and Medei- 
uah, his authority was immediately acknowledged by the family of 
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A. H. 137. the prophet, and generally throughout the whole province. But 
Eissa the son of Mussa, a cousin german of U1 hlunsur’s, hastening 
Kk.!aui!.uv intelligence of the insurrection, by orders of that prince, at the 
head of a respectable force, towards Medeinah, a series of hostilities 
commenced under the ivalls of that city, between him and hla- 
lioramed the Fautimite, and continued with equal destruction to 
Loth parties, until the fourteenth of the month of Ramzaiin,* on wliich 
day, having been abandoned by his followers, the leader of the insur- 
gents sought and obtained, what appears to have been the peculiar 
Jot of his family, the crown of martyrdom. The authority of U1 
Munsur,was hence re-established without further difficulty or opposi- 
tion. But on the first day of the same month of Ramzaun,! Ibrauhiin 
the brother of Mahommed had also appeared at the head of a formid- 
able insurrection at Bassorah, which for some time seemed to threateu 
the most serious consequences. Soffeyan the son of Mauweiah, who 
presided over the province on the part of U1 hlunsur, at first secured 
himself in the palace of government ; but being ultimately compelled 
to capitulate, the affairs of Ibrauhun obtained such an asecndaucy, 
that the force which assembled round his standard, soon accumulated 
to a total, which was little short of one hundred thousand men. 

The alarm of UlMuasur, on intelligence of this formidable revolt, 
was not diminished by the knowledge that his armies were at the 
same period distributed through the different provinces of the cm])iiT, 
at no small distance from each other ; and though the report of his 
brotlier s fate, which reached Ibrauhim on the twenty seventh of the 
month, for a moment seemed to stagger the expectations of that 
msuig-ent, it was nevertheless boldly resolved in a council of war, 
to advance directly towards Kufah, at this period the abode of 111 
Munsur. Such a movement was not calculated to allay the appre- 
hensions of the latter; but Eissa the son of Miissa, and Hamcid the 
son of Kohtbah, both returning at the very crisis of his fate, with tlic 
troops which had been engaged against the insurrection in Hejauz, 
they were immediately dispatched to oppose Ihrauhirai In an action 
which shortly afterwards took place with the insurgents, the troops 

December 5tb, A. D. 763. tNovember 22a(l, A. D. 762. 
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of U1 Munsur were however defeated ; but those of Ibrauhim too 
fatally intent upon plunder and the slaughter of the Hying enemy, 
were themselves unexpectedly attacked in the rear, by Jauffer, and 
^Mahommed, both of the race of Abbas, . and in their turn thrown 
into irretrievable confusion: and that part of the army of U1 Mun- 
sur which had apparently fled from the field of battle, suddenly- 
turning upon their pursuers, completed the consternation ; during 
which, Ibrauhim having received an arrow-shot in the throat, he 
immediately fell ; and his head being as usual struck oflF by the 
conquerors, they returned in triumph to the presence of UI 
Munsiir. 

In the mean time the insurrection of the Roundiah had long since 
given to 11 Munsur an entire aversion to continue his abode at 
Medeinah Hashemiah : and he had in consequence directed his 
architects, in the course of the year one hundred and fortv-five, to 
find out some convenient spot for the construction of a new city. 
On a very minute and careful survey, their selection ultimately fixed 
on the place now occupied by the “ city of peace,” the present 
metropolis of Baghd-kl : a spot which is at the same time observed, 
to have been covered with habitations,* at a period of very remote 
antiquity. Ul Munsur having in person approved of the situation, and 
the astrologers h-aving chosen an auspicious period for the commence- 
ment of their labours, the architects proceeded without delay to trace 
the foundation of this celebrated capital. The attention of the 
Khalif being, however, rather seriously attracted by the hostilities 
in which his troops w-ere about the same time engaged with the 
dcsccnd-ants of Ally and Fautima, the progress of the work was con- 
siderably retarded this year. But his mind was no sooner relieved 
by the triumphant termination of those disturbances, than he resumed 
the execution of his favorite design, and in the course of the year 
forty-six, brought it to a conclusion. 

I'he site of this renowned metropolis is perhaps already too well 
known to require from us a more particular specification, ^^'e shall 

^ TJie ruins of the ancient Seleucia, 
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A. H. 14S. only remark here, that although originally erected on tlie Mesopota- 
A- D- 762. Qj. right side of the Tigris, we may in the course of the narrative 
Kboiassait- he sometimes led to think that the imperial residence, with the pri n c,i i)ul 
nl^akbbaur. population, was occasionallyshiftcd to diirerent sides of the 

river, as the approach of danger or insult from oast or wt;st iniglit 
render such a transit expedient. From the report of modern travel- 
lers, we however find that, in the year 1774 at least, the, citadel and 
the far greater part of the town, with the .seat of the govornment, 
continued about four hundred miles* above Bassorali, on the left 
bank of the just mentioned river, where it is from two hundred to 
two hundred and fifty yards wide, according to tfic h'ssev or greater 
cuiratiire of the bridge ; and where, in the middle of the month of 


June, when it is supposed to be at the high(}st, it gives a d(;pth of 
forty-six feet, with a current of seven miles an hour, at tlu; et'ulre 
of the bridge of boats ; and fourteen feet six inches, with a current 
of one mile and a half an hour, from the thirtietli ofSopteiubor to tlu'. 
twentieth of October, when the river is considered at the lowest.l 
With respect to the name, if that indeed were of any importaiuu', 
ihere appears to exist some dififercncc of opinion among etymologists ; 
according to one set of historians, there had been of old in the lU'igli- 
bourhood, a garden or cultivated inclosurc, called Baghdad,' the 
garden of justice ; while others, allege that Bugh, or Bagli. was the 
name of an idol worshipped by the ancient iuhahitants, and that 
Bughdy therefore signifies “ Bcodata” tlic gift of Bugh. Bc(:wo(nt 
these two opinions we are left to determine for ourselves, as to that 
’which accords the nearest with truth and probability. 

We learn at the same time from the narration of another historian, + 
that the materials of the ancient metropolis of Mcdaycin, situabul 
from eighteen to twenty miles lower down the Tigris, were employed 
y ^ unsur m the construction of his new capital ; contrary to the 
advice of his minister SQliman the son of Khaled, of the race of 


ap ^ <'o- 

ton the clkauco 

m Bassorah to Baghdad, alongthe Euphrates by Bella, is computed at 4G5 miles. 


+ 1 ide Parsons’ travels, where the 
stated at seven hundred miles. 


dKtance above Bassorah, from mispriat probably, is 
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Barmek, wlio urged every argument to dissuade Iiiinfrom.tlicimpoUey 
of destroying one city, for the mere selfish gratification of having it 
recorded to posterity that he had built another. And that in truth 
discovering when too late, that he had exhausted his materials, and 
incurred a prodigious expenoe, without making any considerable 
progress towards the completion of bis design, the Khalif came to a 
sudden resolution to abandon the undertaking altogether. But the 
same minister representing, that having once engaged in the work, it 
would be injurious to his fame to leave it unaccomplished, since it 
would then be objected to him as a reproach, that a former monarch 
bad constructed, what he, with all his boasted power, was unable to 
demolish ; he resumed the execution of his plan. Nevertheless at the 
intreaty ofSuliman, the palace of iledayein, or at least a part of it, 
was left entire, to serve as a memorial to posterity of the divine mis- 
sion of the prophet, his illustrious relative ; the dome of it having, 
according to the belief of the Mahommedans, been cleft asunder on 
the very night which gave birth to that extraordinary person. And 
there can be little difficulty in pronouncing the lofty and magnificent 
ruin, still, or very recently, frowning in solitary majesty in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Tigris, below Baghdad, and called the Tauk-e-Kess- 
ra, or arch, or portal, or perhaps hall of Noushirvaun, to be a remnant 
of the once gorgeous abode of the ancient Persian monarchs. 
Although, from the work before us, it might appear, that the next 
twelve years of the reign of U1 Munsur, passed with the intervention 
of few circumstances worthy the record of history, a reference to col- 
lateral information,* will teach us nevertheless that this was a period 
by no means deficient in those materials which usually engage the 
attention of the historian. On the eastern extremity of the empire 
in particular, the government of Khorrassaun was involved in a series 
of arduous hostilities, with the Tartars of Transoxiana, and with the 
followers of the impostor Mokinnia, who had recently disseminated his 
opinions with alarming success, along the fertile vale ot Soghd. 
But as this is a subject which will claim some share of consideration 
under the succeeding reign, we may venture to attend the author to 
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A D. 775. 

Khobu'siiit- 
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the year one hundred and fifty- eight, which termhuted that of U1 
Munsur. 

Towards the close of that year we are informed, on the most res- 
pectahle authority, that the attention of the Khalit bl Mansur was 
forcibly arrested by an inscrijJtion on a wall, which, in two Arabic 
couplets, pretty clearly indicated that he rvas to prepare for the stroke 
of death. Under the impression of melancholy which took posses- 
sion of his mind, in consequence of this mysterious warning, he deter- 
mined to avail himself of the approach of the month of Zillnuljo, to 
proceed on a religious visit to Mekkah, either to dispel his apprehen- 
sions or to meet his fate. On his arrival at the well of Mcymim,* 
one of the stations on the road to Mekkah, he was however seized by 
his last illness, and there expired on the night of the sixth of 
Zilhudje,f of the year one hundred and fifty-eight, at the age of about 
sixty-three : and calculating from the death of his brother, after lie 
had possessed the throne of the Khalits for a period of twenty-one 
years and four months. The event was concealed until the ensuing 
morning, when, as the nobles and principal members of the court 
hastened, according to custom, to attend their sovereign’s pleasure, 
they were called upon by Rebbeia the Hajeb, or chamberlain,, to 
pledge their allegiance to Mehedy, who was already considered as 
heir apparent to the imperial dignity ; to which as they assented 
without difficulty, they were then permitted to discharge the last 

solemn duties to the now lifeless remains of the departed mon- 
arch. 

Of the character of Ul Mimsiir, we derive from the Kholaussut- 
ul-akhhaur but little information, further than that his original name 
nas AbdiiLah, and that b}’’ his extraordinary penury and avaricious 
qualities he acquired the unpopular appellation of Dowauneky and 
Ahu Dowaunek, or father half-penny ; daunek being the sixth part 
ofa dirhem. \?hereas, when unaccompanied withextortion.inaprince 

no holds the property of his subjects at command, a parsimonious 
disposition is perhaps, in the catalogue of human infirmities, that 
Which possesses the strongest claim to be transplanted among the 

Beire-e-Meymiin. fOclober 6 tli, 775. 
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virtues ; ia Ul Miins&r however, from the motive of disinterested A. H. 155. 
paternal tenderness to which it is ascribed, even the odious accoin- 
panimcnt, seems by the author of the Tarikh ghzeidah, to be com- 
memorated with a sentiment of applause. guzeidali. 

Having called upon his ministers to declare without disguise, 

W'hat it was that they perceived to be the most defective in the 
character and disposition of his son and successor Mehedy, he learnt 
from them, in reply, that Mehedy, with every other possible virtue, 
w'as however deficient in one very essential quality; that which impels 
us to cultivate the love and approbation of our fellow creatures. 

Upon this, Ul Munsur is said to have immediately and designedly 
abandoned those just and liberal maxims of government by which 
he had hitherto secured the affections of his people, and to have had 
recourse to such measures of rapacity and exaction, as by the inva- 
sion of their property, soon rendered him as much their aversion, as 
he had formerly been their delight. When he found, however, that 
his dissolution was approaching, he sent for Mehedy, and told him, 
that for his sake he had so long submitted to incur the odious impu- 
tation of tyranny, so foreign to the natural disposition of his heart ; 
that he had deposited among the records of the treasury, correct 
vouchers of the several exactions, which in the prosecution of this 
singular plan he had been led to practice ; and he now therefore 
solemnly charged him, when his father should be no more, to make 
to the rightful and injured owners the most scrupulous restor- 
ation of the whole of their property. Thus, by exposing himself to 
the temporary reproach and hatred of his subjects, affording to his 
son an unfailing expedient to win and secure their lasting applause 
and affection. And we are further informed, ifliat by an implicit 
concurrence with these his father’s dying instructions, Mehedy 
deservedly enjoyed the entire accomplishment of this perhaps unex- 
ampled scheme of parental solicitude. 

The last person that exercised the functions of the Yizzaurut 
under Ul Munsur, was, according to some authorities, the above- 
mentioned Rebbeia, here stated, to be the sou of V uness, and cele- 
brated as a second Hautem Tai, for his unbounded munificence and 



A. H. 158, liberality of spirit, The same distinction is, however, by others, 
A. D, 775. assigned to a certain Abu Ayub, of whom we know nothing but 
Kholaussut- {be name. And Ave are finally told, that U1 Munsur had, by difier- 
ui-aklibaar, -^.yiygg^ eight sons and two daughters ; the latter by a lady 

of the race of Ommeyah. It was during the Khelaufut of U1 
Munsur that Iinaum Abu Haneifah, because he declined the ofticc of 
Kauzy which had been proposed to him, or, as it is elsewhere im- 
probably represented, because he denied the doctrine of predestiaa- 
tioii, was detained in that imprisonment, to which he ultimately 
fell a victim. 
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CHAP. II. 

U LMEHEDYBiLLAH^AbuAbdulIaliMahommedjSonofUlMun- ;i58^ 

snr, third Khalif of the house of Abbas, repairing to Baghd^ a. D. 775. 

immediately on the death of his father, was there acknowledged in the Khoiaibsut- 

latter end of the month of Zilhudje, with prompt and unanimous zeal ul-akLbaur. 

by every class and description of its inhabitants. Determined to 

merit the attachment of his people, and the applause of posterity, 

this excellent prince bestowed his earliest' exertions to revive the 

* Uij Me HE- 

obsolete and neglected laws of impartial justice, and to abolish those uyBatAH 

corrupt and arbitrary practices, which, by generating discontent, illd Khalif 

resistance, and revenge, among theoppressed andinjured, have so often 

terminated in the destruction of the oppressors. With these wise 

and benevolent views he caused, in the very commencement of his 

reign, every prisoner in his dominions to be set at liberty, excepting 

such only as were under confinement for the guilt of blood, or for 

some infringement on the rights of individual property. 

We have already adverted to the imposture and insurrection of 

Mokennia, who is here said however to have commenced his revolt 

in the course of the year one hundred and fifty -nine. The true name 

of this extraordinary impostor is represented to have been Hukkeim 

the son of Aittau ; but being in person of a diminutive stature, with 

some disgusting deformity of countenance, he usually wore a mask 

of gold to conceal the deformity ; and became known in the world 

indiscriminately by the appellation of Berkia, and Mokennia, the 

man with the mask, though his disciples conferred upon him the 

more honorable appellative of Haushem. Having probably travelled 

in India, Mokennia presumed to usurp to himself the character of the 

* This title may perhaps be properly rendered Dfi gratia Ptrductor, by the grace of God, 
the guiict 



A. H. 150. cleit}'. supporting his pretensions, as far as our author is to be undor- 
stood, Oil the doctrine, that Omnipotence having assumed the 
Kiiiilaussiit- form, or become incarnate in the person of Adam, it wasfor this 

reason tliat the angels fell down and worshipped the common father 
of mankind ; that he had since become repeatedly visible in the 
persons of the prophets and philosophers, and of those exalted sover- 
eigns who had rendered themselves illustrious either by their ex[)loils 
or their virtues; that he had recently animated the frame of the heroic 
and invincible Abii Mossicin ; and that at the present period he hud 
condescended to inhabit his own frail and perishable carcase. 

Mokennia made his appearance as a legislator first at M'v'ru ; but 
finding probably that his imposture experienced no very favorable 
reception in that quarter, he removed in process of time into the 
territory eastward of the Oxus, where, in an impregnable fortress, not 
far from the city ofKesh, he fixed his abode, and succeeded in 
engaging a multitude of proselytes of all descriptions ; but more par- 
ticularly among a class of people, cither then or subsoquoiilly, 
denominated the SeiFaidjumahgan, from the white vestments in which 
they affected to clothe themselves. In order to confirm among his 
disciples the impression of his supernatural powers, he is said, by 
his extraordinary skill in tb.e magic art, to have framed a telessem, or 
talisman, by means of which he produced cither from, or above a cer- 
tain well or deep pit, a luminous orb* in resemblance like the full 
moon, and which, tor the space of two whole months continued every 
night to cast its lustre to the distance of five fursungs, or Persian leagues, 
in every direction. This was the moon of Nakhshcb sufficiently fami- 
liar to the oriental reader, and so frequently apostrophized by the 
Persian poets. 

Tarikh From other authorities we are further informed, that Mokennia, 
gazeidah. who pretended to divine inspiration at least, if not to a participation 
in the divine nature, was a native of Baudgheiss ;• had been employed 
as secrctarjf to the diwaun, or council, of Abu Mosslem ; and having- 
been wounded in the eye by an arrow, was therefore constrained to 
Avear the golden mask or visor. He is acknowledged to have been a 
man of extraordinary scientific acquirements ; and having possibly 
made considerable progress in natural philosophy, and more particii- 
* Produced, it is supposed, by tbe skilful manateiueut of a aiirror or mirrors 
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larly in cliyinistry, to have availed himself of these advantages, to A. H. 159. 
impose upon an unenlightened multitude. When he had possessed A- D-7‘8. 
himself of Saum and Sujud, two fortresses in the neighbourhood of the 
cities of Kesh and Nakhsheb, his tenets dilated with great rapidity 
through the surrounding territory ; and if the compiler of these pages 
has not been misinformed, they continued to prevail until very lately 
in some of the countries adjoining to the Oxus. 

■ But, to resume our narrative, the Khalif Mehedy, on intelligence of Kholanssut- 
this revolt against his authority and religious principles, dispatched 
one of his generals, Abd Sauid the Jershite, at the head of a power- 
ful army into Mawerunneher, the countries of Transoxiana so called, 
in order to exterminate the dangerous innovation. Having withdrawn 
into his principal fortress, the impostor was there besieged by the 
troops of the Khclaufut. In a short time, finding that one of his 
best captains had been assassinated in an extraordinary manner, in 
his own quarters by three of Abu Sauid’s soldiers,* and that another 
with three thousand of his people who guarded the exterior fortifica- 
tions, had surrendered to the enemy, I he became convinced 
that the besiegers must soon be masters of the place ; and immedi- 
ately determined to execute a design, to which his imagination had 
probably been long familiar, and by w'hich he calculated that 
he should completely elude the scorn and vengeance of his 
adversaries. In short, he administered a mortal poison to the 
whole of those who remained about his person and in the inter- 
ior of the fort, a single female alone excepted, w'ho, aware of his 
purpose, contrived to conceal herself and escape. When he perceived 
that his people no longer exhibited any symptoms of life, he con- 
sumed their bodies to ashes ; and that not a vestige might remain to 
disclose the circumstances of the horrid catastrophe, he concluded 
this tragedy by plunging into a large caldron of distilled liquid, of a 
property so exquisitely subtile, that no part of his body was left 
unresolved, the hair of his head only excepted, which floated on the 
surface of the liquid. The female who had escaped this scene of 
murder and self-destruction, perceiving that all was now closed in 
the silence of death, ascended the ramparts of the fort, and announced 

* Tarikli Ttbry. t Ibidem, 

E 


VOL. II. 



26 


A. H. 159. to the besiegers, that if they would engage to respect her person and 
A. D. 776. spare her property, she was ready to open the gates to them. Ahfi 
Kholaussut- gaujf} very readily acceded to terms so advantage ous, and the gates 
Bi-aklibaur. accordingly thrown open, his troops entered to take possession; 

when they receh'ed, to their equal horror and astonishment, from the 
solitary inhabitant of this scene of death, a faithful relation ot all slie 
had witnessed. It continued however long afterwards the belict ol 
the Seffaidjamahgan, or Seffaidposhan, which signihes the same thing, 
that Mokennia and his faithful companions were gone to heaven, 
and that he should yet at no distant period be restored to them, and 
make his re-appearance on earth. 

In the course of the year one hundred and sixty, Eissa the son of 
A.d!???* MussatheAbbaside, after long resisting the importunities of Me- 
' hedy, was at last prevailed upon to abdicate his claims to the suc- 
cession, to w'hich hehadbeen presumptively appointedby the dying 
instructions of U1 Munsur. This obstacle being removed, Mehedy 
experienced no further difficulty in completing his arrangement in 
favor of his son Mussa Haudy, who was now accordingly dcclarcil 


heir apparent to the Khelaufut. Soon afterwards he determined on 
a visit of devotion to the temple of Mekkah, and to the scpiilchre of his 
prophet at Medeinah. But as mortification or penance, neither ot 
them constitute any of the requisites of the pilgrimage, he took care 
to provide for his journey across the arid sands of Arabia, by an 
equipment of five hundred camels, loaded with ice and snow. Ilis 
ether preparations are probably to be calculated on a corresponding 
scale ; and several thousand pilgrims who would otherwise have been 
compelled to perforin the journey on foot, were conveyed, and also 
subsisted at the Khalif’s expence. His stay at Mekkah was further 
distinguished by numerous proofs, of liberality, bestowed on the 
various classes engaged in the care of the sanctuary of the Kaaubah, 
for the ordinary covering of which, he caused to be substitued a magni- 
ficent canopy of gold embroidery. 

The narrative is now carried forward to the year one hundred and 
sixty-six, during which Mehedy settled the succession next after 
Mfissa, on his second son Harun, whom on this occasion he digni- 
fied wdth the title of Raschid, the prudent, and in ratification of 
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whose appointment he exacted the solemn assurances and engage- A. H. ise; 
ments of his court. 

I’he only act of severity, of which the reign of this beneficent Kholaussut- 
prince seems to furnish an example, happened about this period ; and 
is contained in the following statement, wdiich, as it may serve in 
some measure to relieve the tediousness of the narration, we shall 
claim the indulgence of our readers to introduce. 

Daodd the son of Tahman, though employed as one of the secre- 
taries of the celebrated Nusser Seyaur, maintained, nevertheless a 
very intimate correspondence with 'Vaheyatbe son of Yezzidthe 
Fautimite, of whom we have formerly spoken ; and indeed with the 
whole family of the Seyuds, to whom he evinced on a variety of 
occasions a disposition most zealous and friendly. When that 
unfortunate person had been defeated and killed, and punishment was 
inflicted on his destroyers, on the' subsequent victorious progress of 
Abd Mosslem, Daoud was not the last to join the standard of a 
revolution, which he conceived to assert the claims of his favorite 
family, without however experiencing from Abfi Mosslem any of 
tliat encouragement, which he had probably been induced to expect. 

On the death of Daohd, his son Yakhb, the most intelligent of his 
children, and the subject of this article, attached himself with all his 
brothers, and with undiminished zeal, to the family of the Fatimites ; 
and joining Ihrauhim the son of Abdullah of that race, in his formid- 
able revolt against the authority of Ul Munsur, became on the defeat 
and death of his chief, a captive to that prince; who sent him 
to ruminate on the follies of ambition, in the w'holesome solitude of 
a prison. 

On the accession of Mehedy, it was, however, the lot of Yakub 
with many others to be released from his confinement ; and being 
admitted into the service of that benevolent prince, became in a 
short time, in consequence of his social qualities and fascinating 
conversation, a very distinguished favorite, of which he received from 
his sovereign the most conspicuous proof, in his exaltation above his 
competitors to the dignity of president of the divvaun, or council of 
state and finances. In the full period of his prosperity it unfortu- 
nately happened, that Y’akub should have had his thigh broken by 

E 2 
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Klioiaibsut- 

uUklibuur. 


the kick of a horse ; an accident by which he was constrained to he 
an exile irom the presence of his soverei;,oi lor sonisdays; long 
enough indeed to furnish the envious minions of a court, and parti- 
calariy the Vezzeir Obaidullali, with an opportunity to produce a 
considerable change in his master’s opinion. 

When he recovered the use of his L^g, as it was subsequently rcLited 
bvhissonAllv,Yakab was sent for to attend his sovereign ; and 
obevino- the summons with his usual zeal, liJ observed on entering 
the presence chamber, that it was furnished and decorrxted with more 
than ordinary splendour ; and what appeared further singular, he per- 
ceived a young female of exquisite beauty seated by the Kluilii s 
side. The monarch demanded of his favorite on his appearance, 
what kind of impression he felt from the contemplation ot the splen- 
did scene; and when he replied, that this world could luriiish 
nothing parallel to it, he was perhaps agreeably surprized, when the 
Khalif told him, that including the gorgeous furniture, maguilioeut 
decorations, and that most lovely female, he was to consider the whole 
his own. Yakub was proceeding to express his acknowledgments, 
when the Khalif further observed, that he had occasion for his assist- 
ance ; on which, placing himself in a more submissive posture on his 
feet, before Mehedy, Yakub humbly disclaimed, on his part, any 
pretensions to require from his sovereign an expression of his will in 
language so condescending ; that he had only to issue liis.cominands, 
and it would be the glory of his life to carry them into execution. 
“By thy creator,” said Mehedy, “wilt thou engage to execute what 
“ I shall enjoin thee ?” “ Most truly,” replied the minister ; “ place 
“ thy hand upon my head and swear it,” added Mehedy ; which 
being complied with, and a donative of one hundred thousand dir- 
hems bestowed by the Khalif, as, a further incentive to stimulate his 
zeal, he proceeded to explain., that the piece of service for the per- 
formance of which he appeared so anxious, was to rid him of the 
continual agitation of mind which he experienced, from his know- 
ledge of the anrbitious designs of one of the sons or descendants of' 
Imaum Hussun ; . whom he should therefore entrust to his approved 
fidelity to put to death, in such a manner as to be unknown to all hut 
himself. The Hussenite was then shewn to him in bonds, the Khalif' 
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at tlie same time telling Yakub that the prisoner should be conveyed a» H. 166. 
to his house in the course of the evening, by a oonfideatial eunuch. A, D. 732,^ 
Accordingly, when the night came, the Khalit’s magnificent pre- 
sent, with its accompaniments having already found its way to the 
bouse of Yakub, the unhappy prisoner was also conveyed thither in 
the manner that had been agreed upon. In the mean time it 
appears that the bondmaid had received the Khalit’s instructions to 
watch the conduct of Yakub towards his prisoner and to commun- 
icate to him what she should be able to discover, by the eunuch 
whom, with herself he had bestowed upon the suspected favorite, 

YYhc-n the lady had resided some days under the protection of \ akuh? 
the latter receivedarequestfromhisprisonerthat he might be admitted 
ed to an interview before he put him to death. In compliance with this 
request, thellussenite was accordingly introduced alone to the presence 
of Yakub ; of whom appealing to the reU^ion which he professed, he 
demanded, 'whether he could reconcile himseli to appear in the presence 
of his maker, covered with the guilt of his blood, whom he knew to he 

the lineal descendant ofthe daughter ofhis prophet A^Godlorbid! replied 

Y'akub, ‘‘ I am on the contrary, seeking for the means of dismissing 
thee from Baghdy, and setting thee at large.” Only forbear to 
molest me,” said the Hiissenite, and I well enough know the way 
to get out of Baghdad,” He then explained the method by which 
he proposed to escape, which was by the road to Bassorah, whither he 
designed to fly for protection. “ Take the hundred thousand dirhems 
“which I have received from Mehedy/^ said Yak ub> “ and make 
“ the best of thy way ; but hast thou no one whom thou wouldst 
“ desire to accompany thee,” The Hussenite acknowledged that 
there were two friends, whom he named, whose attendance would be 
agreeable to him. “ Send for them immediately,” replied Yakub ; 

“ and leave Baghdad this very night ; the money with which I have 
“ supplied thee, wdll be sufficient to bear thy expences ; be however 
“ advised by me — remain not at Bassorah, but throw thyself for 
“ protection into the land of Habesh.” 

This conversation, was over heard from behind the hangings of the 
apartment, by the bondmaid, who communicated the whole to Mehe- 
dy without delay, by the Eunuch who had been assigned her for this 
purpose,. The following morning Yakub repaired as usual to. tire 
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Khalif s presence. “ What hast thou done by the Hiis'senitc, of 
“ whom I gave thee charge some days since r” said Mehedy to him as 
soon as he made his appearance : “ with respect to him at least,” 
replied \akub, “ I have relieved my sovereign from all anxiety ; for 
he was put to death the self same night.” “ Is it so by thy creator?” 
observed Mehedy ; “ most truly,” replied Yakiib.” “Thy hand,” said 
the Khalif, “ and swear it by my head.” Takirb accordingly swoie 
by the life of Mehedy, and by his Maker, that he had put the ilus« 
senite to death. 

Mehedy now called to the attendants to bring in the three men 
who had been intercepted the night before by his orders ; and the 
doors of an adjoining apartment being thrown open, the Faatiinite 
and his two companions were ushered into the presence. Yaklib sunk 
to the floor in an agony of confusion and astonishment. The Khalif 
however spoke to him no more, but beckoning to his guards, they 
conveyed him to prison; and as he himself related at a sabsequont 
period, he was throAvn on this occasion into a dark and narrow 
dungeon, in which horrible situation he continued so long, that his 
visual powers at last entirely failed him, and his body became, like 
that of the most savage quadruped, over-grown with long ami 
shaggy hair. 

At the expiration of sixteen tedious years, however, Yakub found 
himself unexpectedly releasedfrom this abode of misery, and brought 
once more to the cheering light of rUy. Being led by his conductors 
to the presence of the sovereign, he was directed to make his obei- 
sance, and having so done, they inquired if he was aware to whom 
his salutations were addressed. He replied, that he supposed them 
to be directed to JHehedy. “ Mehedy,” said they, “ is long since 
“ taken to the mercy of his God.” « Am I then in the prc.senco of 
“ Haudy ?” demanded Yakub, “ neither is Handy among the living,” 
replied those who attended him ; “ peradventure it is HarCinurrash- 
“ eid,” “even so,” said they ; “ thou art required to make known thy 
“ wants.” “ My only wish,” replied the hoary suppliant, “ is to 
“ pass the remainder of ray days at Mekkah.” “ In that thou art 
“ gratifiea ” said the attendants, “ ask again.” “ Alas,” observed 
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Yakftb, “ my views have been long since closed to the solicitation i 
“ of further favors.” He was then, according to his desire, conveyed , 
to Mekkah, where he did not long survive his enlargement ; an 
enlargement which is ascribed to the gratitude of Harun, for the 
favorable terms in which, during the period of his prosperit}^, f akub 
had spoken of him to his father. 

If there was any amusement tow'hich Mehedy was particularly de- 
voted, itwasthatof the chace; and to enjoy this favorite pursuit without 
interruption, it was his custom to retire once in the year to a village 
beautifully situated in the territory of Bauspendan, about midway 
between Baghdad and MossuL In this village, to which he had 
given the name of the gardens, and the village of delight, he had 
erected a magnificent country palace, or kiosk, of a number of stories, 
surrounded with balconies, or galleries, for the enjoyment of the 
diversified beauties of the neighbouring rural scenery. Thither, 
accompanied by his household, Mehedy had, as usual, repaired in 
the season of one hundred and sixty-nine ; and had resided there 
for some days. When one day, as he w.as taking his repose at noon, 
in an apartment of the pavilion, his guards and domestics watching 
at every entrance, he was suddenly awakened by a person throwing 
open the door ; and from thence, repeating in a voice sufficiently 
audible to have attracted the notice of his guards, three couplets in 
the Arabian dialect, which are, however withheld in the relation. 
The Khalif immediately calling to his attendants, and demanding 
who it was that uttered these sentences, they united in declaring 
that the expressions were sufficiently distinct in the repetition of 
their sovereign, but denied having seen any one.- “ Whoever it 
“ was,” said Mehedy, “ his business seems to have been to forewmm 
“ me, that my concerns with this world are come to a conclusion.” 
At all events the circumstance occasioned considerable distress of 
mind and depression of spirits ; and ten days afterwards he perished 
by an accident equally melancholy and unforeseen. 

Nothing however can be more contradictory than the circumstances 
of his death, as related by different historians. According to some of 
these, it is stated, that in the afternoon of the day on which he 
perished, about the third hour of prayer, he was on horseback 
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A. H, 1G9. watching for game ; when an antelope being started, his dogs wore 
A. D. 785.^ gjj(j giving his horse the reins at the same time, he 

pursued with his usual eagerness and spirit. The antelope took to a 
ruined building, the entrance of which was so low, that the slightest 
reflection might have convinced Mehedy, that it was iin))ossiblc to 
clear it on horse back', lie persisted however in the pursuit, and 
laying his breast close to the pummel of the saddle, endeavoured in 
that posture to force the entrance ; and his backbeiug thus brokr'. by the 
violent pressure against the architrave, he fell from his horse, and 
expired on the spot. His lifeless body was immediately conveyed 
to the palace, amidst the loud and almost frantic lamentations of his 
family and domestics, by whom, for his mild and amiable qualities, 
he appears to have been deservedly adored. One of his dearest 
friends however, in lamenting the untimely fate of Meliedy, is made 
to acknowledge on the occasion, that he had long foreseen that, one 
time or other, this inordinate passion for the clucc would terminate 
in his destruction ; for in studying the records of ancient history, it 
could not escape him that such princes as had resigned themselves 
without reserve to the impulse of any violent propensity, had, with 
few exceptions, ultimately perished in the indulgence. 

On the other hand, we are instructed to believe that the death of 
Mehedy was produced in the following manner. Among the women 
of his Haram, there were two for whom he appears to have enter- 
tained a pretty equal degree of affection ; but as one of them seems 
to have possessed an advantj^e in his esteem, he had assigned to 
her a superiority in the Zennaunah. The other whose name was 
Hassanah, conceiving from this preference a violent jealousy against 
the favored lady, determined to destroy her; and in order to accomplish 
her diabolical purpose, she prepared a dish of confectionary, or mar- 
malade, into which it was not difficult to introduce some poisonous 
ingredients, which she sent, by one of her attendants, as a present 
to the person whom she supposed to be the only obstacle to her undi- 
vided controul over the aflcctions of her lord. Unfortunately as the 
maid was proceeding on her errand, a little before sun set, she hap- 
pened to pass under one of the "balconies of the palace, from which 
Mehedy was at the moment looking down ; and the confectionary, 
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which was uncovered, attracting his attention, he became desirous 
of tasting, and called to the girl to bring it up to him. Having 
learnt from whom, and to whom she was conveying her charge, he 
told her to lay the dish down before him ; “ for Hassanah will, I am 
sure,’' said he, “ be far better pleased that 1 , should partake of her 
present than any one else.” And having accordingly indulged 
without scruple or suspicion in the treacherous repast, the benevo* 
lent Mehedy, before the sun had well disappeared below the horizon, 
was a corpse. The fatal present is however, at the same time, other- 
wise described, to have consisted of pears, the best and largest of 
which having contrived to impregnate with poison, Hassanah placed 
uppermost in the dish, and which being selected by Mehedy, pro- 
duced his almost immediate death. 

But whatever might have been the occasion of it, the death 
of Mehedy is generally allowed to have taken place either on 
Thursday the sixth of Zilhudje, of the year one hundred and 
sixty-eight,* or early in the month of Mohurremf of the year 
following, at the age of forty-three, and after a prosperous reign of 
nine years and eight or nine months. He wms buried under a 
favorite poplar in the gardens of his hunting seat in Bauspendaun, 
above described, the last solemn rites being performed, in the absence 
of Miissa, by his second son Harunraschid. 

In his person Mehedy is described to have been of a sallow com- 
plexion, in stature tall, and of the happiest proportions. He was 
however red haired, and had a white spot or blemish in his right eye. 
In many of the qualities of his mind, he far surpassed the whole suc- 
cession of the race of Abbas. Injustice, clemency, and liberality, 
he was not excelled by any of them. Asa proof of the latter quality, 
if indeed it Avas not profusion, might be instanced his speedy 
circulation of his father’s accumulated treasures, amounting to the 
almost incredible sum of six hundred millions of dirhems, :[ and four- 
teen millions of dinaurs.§ IS either was he by any exceeded in true 
piety, in purity of life and manners, and in humanity and mildness of 
disposition, though inflexible in severity against heresy or innovation. 

’•^June 17th, A. D.785. 

t Kliolaussut-ul akhbaur. J About 18,750,000/. § About 0,4 17,^00. 

VOL. II. E 


H. m. 
A. D. 785. 

Tarikh 

Tebrj-. 



36 


A. H. 1(59. “ to hare done.” “ Produce me a single instance,” replied Mchcdy. 

^ -P- “ on the birth of every infant to. the race of Oinmeyah,” observed tlii.g 

Tarikh “ an assignment was immediately made for its subsistance ou 

ct the public treasury of, from three to five hundred dirhems ; whereas 
‘'in the same circumstances, the allowance to the illustrious race of 
“ Kashem never exceeded sixty dirhems ;* this is a suflicieiit proot 
of his unjustifiable partialit}'^, towards those of his own blood, lude- 
“ pendently of which, it is equally notorious that he never cancelled 
“any of the ordinances or decisions of the monarchs of the house 
“ of Omineyah, however unjust in their operation.” “ Is this true ?” 
demanded Mehedy, addressing himself to his minister Obaidullali ; 
“with respect to Omar it is perfectly so” replied the minister ; 
“ the partiality of Omar for the iniquitous race of Oimno.yah W'lvs 
“ never questioned.” Let the estate be restored to this man,” said 
Mehedy ; at the same time expressing his regret, that after having so 
long looked to the virtuous Omar, although of a race whom ho 
detested, as a bright example of integrity and justice, the knowledge 
of such a circumstance should have dispelled the flattering illusion. 

Of bis singular clemency and placability of temper, we are at the 
same time required to receive the following as an example. One of 
his principal commanders, who had been more than once pardoned for 
his misconduct, was again found guilty of some aggravated crime, 
and brought to receive the judgment of his sovereign. Mehedy 
demanded if he rvas lost to every sense of shame ; and how long he 
proposed to persist in his profligate practices. Tlie reply was per- 
haps more remarkable than the question. “ If I am not ashamed of 
“my offences,” said the delinquent, “ neither let ray sovereign he 
“ ashamed of his clemency ; and may heaven bestow upon him a 
“ hundred years of life, that while a hundred such as I am commit a 
■ “ hundred crimes a day, an opportunity may never be wanting for the 
“exercise of that glorious attribute.” It is perhaps needless to add>, 
that either through compassion, or admiration at the readiness and 
■singularity of the reply, Mehedy again forgave him. Of his liberality, 
W'hich was perhaps not very remotely akin to profusion, something 
has been already spoken. Our author proceeds to add, that until 
Mehedy set the examplv, it was never said that a reward of fifty 
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thousand dirhems had been in any instance bestowed upon poetical a 
merit. His munificence towards an Arabian poet, of the name of J 
Merwann the son of Hefzah, extended how'ever on one occasion to 
seventy thousand dirhems.* In his celebrated visit to Mekkah, to 
■which we have also formerly adverted, his liberality was so unbounded 
that no sovereign in the annals of Isslam has in that respect been 
ever placed in competition with him ; since, exclusive of one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand pajkmahs, or pantaloons, which he distri- 
buted to the poor, he gave in charitable distributions on that single 
occasion, no less a sum than thirty millions of dirhems."^ 

In his piety, the amiable Mehedy is described to have been no less 
exemplary than in his other virtues, with this further advantage, that 
in him it was not a mere ostentatious punctuality in the performance 
of the duties of his religion, but the source of sincere and active bene- 
volence. Of this we are also furnished with one or two instances, 
sufficiently striking to merit our attention for a moment. On one 
occasion, during the severity ofa hurricsne, he -ivas heard while pros- 
trate on the floor, to supplicate his creator, in the following impres- 
sive language. “ Lord God ! in the government of this thy prophet's 
“ people whom thou hast committed to my charge, I have doubtless 
“been guilty’’ of manifold transgressions; yet I implore thee, let not 
“ that people be responsible for any guilt of mine, but by the never 
“ fading remembrance of Mahommed’s virtues, do thou listen to their 
“ prayers.” In these supplications he continued until the storm 
subsided. 

On the authority of Rebbeia, who had once held the office of cham- 
berlainj of the household to this prince, we are further informed, that 
among the apartments of the imperial palace of Mehedy there was 
one, the walls and ceiling of which being of stucco of the purest 
white, without sculpture or painting in any shape, it had been called 
the Daur-ul-beyza, or mansion of light. This apartment, in the 
discharge of his office, the chamberlain had occasion to enter one 
evening while the Khalif was engaged in his private devotions. The 
moon happened to shine at the moment with full splendor, and shed 
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its silver lustre to every corner of the cliraiiber. And to render the 
contrast more striking to the eye, the floor Avas covered Avith a crimson 
carpet, and a sofa of the same colour lay in the room, before Avhich 
stood Mchecly in linen robes of the purest Avhite, absorbed in medita- 
tion. A pillar iuterA'eniug betAA^een the sofa and the entrance, Rcb- 
leia silently approached unseen and unobserved, and placed hin!,s(df 
behind the Khalif ; the latter proceeding in his dcAmtions Avithoid 
interruption, occasionally reciting some of the chapters of the Koran, 
Avith a modulation so h.iruioiiious, as in a manner to fascinate the 
hearer. Such indeed were the sensations of the narrator, tha'^ lie 


described bimself equally at a loss to determine, whether liis admira- 
tion was most excited by the spotless elegance of the apartment, the 
mild splendor Avhich AA^as shed through it by the moon, the snow 
v.'hite form of the Khalif, Avrapped in meditation standing before his 
God, or the sacred strains ofreA’elation, AA'hich flowed in such melo- 


dious accents from his lips. The Khalif continu--'d Avith au aiidiblp 
A’oicc to repeat scA^eral Surahs, or sections of the inspired A'ohuno, 
until he came to that passage, Avhich in meaning and substance, 
expresses the folloAving denunciation. “ WhoeAan- among you shall 
“ commit evil ; AvhoeA^er shall cut off another from bis kindred in the 


“land of my inheritance, upon that man hath God Almighty pro- 
“ nouiiced his eternal malediction. The ears of the understanding 
“ are become deaf, and the eyes blind. Why do ye not attend to that 
“passage of reA'elatioii in Avliich the Almighty declares, thatthi'ro is 
“ a lock upon their hearts, which hath rendered them iucainible of 
“ instruction or conviction.” 


When the Khalif came to this passage, continues the relation of 
Rebbeia, he repeated it tAA'ice over, the tears streaming from his 
eyes to the sofa Avhicli lay before him. Rut in order to make the 
circumstance more intelligible, Ave are uoav told, that a few daA's 
before only, Imaum Mhssathe son of Jauffer, on an accusation that 
he had sought in Khorassaim, to promulgate liis rights to the Imau- 
mut, or supremacy in matters of faith, had been seized and commit- 
ted to t • custody of the same llebbeia. HoAvever that mav l)e, 
Mebcdy, after finishing the chapter, and closing his devotions Avith 
the usual forms of salutation, still keeping his attention fixed towards 
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the Keblah, demanded, if there was any one by ; and one of the A. H. icff. 
attendants answering, he desired that Rebbeia might be immediately A.D. 
sent for. That person now spoke, announcing to his sovereign that Tankh 
he was already present, having, as he said, been attracted by his 
recitation of the Koran. Mehedy directed him to go without delay 
and bring Mxissa to his presence. Rebbeia went away accordingly, 
and returned soon afterwards, accompanied by hKissa, to the pre- 
sence of Mehedy, whom they found seated on the sofa, his eyes still 
swimming in tears. “Sou of Jauffer,” said the Khalif, addressing 
himself to his prisoner, “ God Almighty has pronounced his awful 
“ curse against the man who shall dissever the ties of consanguinity. 

“ It is a guilt which, for my part, lam determined not to incur ; 

“ and it wiil behove thee to profit by my example.” Then continuing 
to address him, he observed, that it wms not his intention to lay any 
further restraint upon his conduct than an oath, that while he lived 
he would not appear against his authority ; hut that when he was no 
more, he would be at liberty to pursuethedictates ofhis owm judgment. 

And having received from him the engagement wdiicli he required to 
this elFcct, he set him entirely at large the very same night. 

We shall conclude the character of Mebedj'' with the final obser- 
vation, that of all the monarclis of the house of Abbas, he is said to 
be the only one who totally abstained from the use of wine, or intox- 
icating liquors ; but it seems to be objected to him, that, he was 
much devoted to the pleasures of music and song, in which every 
one that professed to be skilful, was admitted to frequent his pre- 
sence with unrestrained freedom. 

There is, however, one further anecdote of jMebed}^ which we 
cannot forbear adding to the above ; and this is we believe to be 
found in the.Tarikh guzeidah. He had incurred some degree of 
censure for having treated one ofhis relations with a neglect, which 
was inconsistent with his ordinary generosity of spirit. In order 
however to prove that his conduct in this instance had been rashly 
prejudged, without attending to his motives, he made choice of the 
following expedient. He caused a valuable piece of gold to be 
placed on a conspicuous part of the bridge of Baghdad, or of some 
other city, at which he then happened to reside ; and desired this 



A. H. m. ance for eighteen months ; which was accordingly paid them on the 
i±!5ispot. 

Tarikli Qf tjjjg measure, Ul Haudy received an account some time previous 
to his arrival at Baghdy, and he did not delay to communicate to 
Yaheya by letter, his entire approbation of what had been done. 
Shortly afterwards he entered his metropolis in person, accompanied 
by the principal officers of his court, having performed the journey 
from Tebristaun, in the comparatively short space of twenty days. 
The city was immediately restored to complete tranquillity ; the 
sovereign authority became irrevocably established in Ul Haudy ; 
the Vizzauret, or office of ATizzeir, was' conferred on Rchbeia ; 
Ally the son of Eissa ben Mhhan was appointed captain of the imperial 
guards : and a treaty of peace was definitively concluded with the 
prince of Tebristaun. We are further informed, that the new Kha- 
lif made his entry into Baghdad, on this occasion, on the eleventh 
day of Suffer a month and some days subsequent to the demise of 
his father. 

Kliolaussut- Among the events w^hich distinguished the short reign of Ul 
nl-akhbaur. Haudy, that which earliest claims our notice, is an instirrection ex- 
cited in Hejauz by Husseyne the son of Ally, the Hussonite : to 
w^hich it would appear that he was the more easily provoked, by the 
disputes in which he was perpetually embroiled, with Omar the son 
of Abdulazziz, the governor of Medeinah, and grandson of Abdullah 
Omar. Having however at last openly declared against the authority 
of Ul Haudy, the Hussenite proceeded to solicit the support of the 
people in favor of his own rights ; and being joined by a sufficient 
body of followers, he was enabled after several conflicts, to expel the 
governor, and make himself master of Medeinah. On the twenty 
third of Zilkaudah,j‘ eleven days after he had been in possession of 
Medeinah, he quitted that place and proceeded towards Mekkah ; 
and on his arrival in the neighbourhood of that city, issuing a pro- 
clamation that every slave who joined his standard should be free, he 
procured a considerable augmentation of force, by the number of 
men of that description, who immediately hastened to his cainp^ 

•About theaaudof August, A. D, 785, t The 25 th of May, A.D.m 
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His career was however destined to be of short duration. U1 Hau- A. H. l». 
dy was no sooner apprized of this revolt against his authority, than 
Mahommed the son of Shliman, of the race of Abbas, proceeded by 
his orders with a competent force to punish the insurgent, and re- 
establish his government in Hejauz. At the station of Zithi, a short 
distance from Mekkah, and on that day in the early part of Zilhudje, 
when the pilgrims array themselves in fresh apparel, an action took 
place between the troops of the Khelaufut and those of the insurrec- 
tion, in w'hich the latter abandoning themselves to a shameful flight, 
left their leader to perish on the field of battle. The body of Hus- 
seyne was found where he had fallen, by one of the family of Abbas, 
who immediately struck off the head and laid it before his comman- 
der ; by whom it w'as conveyed as usual to the metropolis of the 
Benni Abbas, as the surest attestation of his triumph. 

As the advocates of Zendicism, a class of schismatics equally stig- 
matized for its atheistical and other detestable doctrines, appear to 
have acquired at the same time their greatest ascendancy, and to have 
been generally, if not finally extinguished, under the reign of Ul 
Haudy, we cannot perhaps introduce in a better place, the account 
w'hich is here given of that very obnoxious sect, on the authority of 
the Tebrian chronicle. 

Their leading, and distinguishing principle seems to have been an 
entire secession from the doctrines of Mfissulmanism ; the precepts and TarikhTebry, 
ordinances of which, they publicly held in equal contempt and ridi- 
cule. The prophet they admitted to have been a man of consummate 
abilities ; through the' exertion of which, and his extraordinary pow- 
ers oflanguage, he found means to establish the prevailing religion, 
and to compile the much boasted pieces exhibited in the volume of 
the Korhu ; claiming, as they said, no small degree of merit from 
his prohibition of incestuous intercourse, with mother, sister, and 
daughter. And yet to any other human being of equal talents and 
intelligence, itwould be eaSilypracticable to introduce asimilar system 
oflegislation. For their part,they acknowledged that, like the Magians, 
they cohabited with equal freedom, with mother, daughter, and sister. 

They equally set at nought, and cast in toridicule, as absurd impositions, 
those fundamental jpfeCfefts 'of Mfissulmanism in particular, vvhicft 
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inculcate the necessity of prayer and fasting, alms and pilgrimage. 
When they observed, for instance, the zealous hlossleins associated 
in decent order for their devotions, they would scoff at them as so 
many camels preparing to receive their burthens ; and when they 
knelt, and went through the routine of their prostrations, they tailed 
not to incur the homely reproach of setting their faces to the earth, 
while they presented the opposite extremity to him who ruled the sJucs, 
In the same strain when, at Mekkah, they witnessed the processioiis 
round the temple of the Kaaubah, the zendicists would demand with 
a scornful grin, whom it was the enthusiasts sought in that antiquated 
building ; and when they observed the sacrifice of sheep on the great 
festival of the Korbaun, they would ask with affected pity, and 
indignation, of what mischief these mild and defenceless quadrupeds 
had been guilty, that their innocent blood should be thus brutally 
spilt in all directions. Thus also, when the pious multitude tra- 
versed the hills of Seffa and Meruah, in the neighbourhood of the 
sacred city, they would inquire with equal scorn and derision, 
W'hat these men had lost, that they ran in such wild extravagance, 
about the rocks and mountains. For thus it was, that on all occasi- 
ons, they perpetually derided every circumstance that related to tliQ 
laws and observances of Issl&m. 

In other respects, we are not to be surprised if we find it stated, 
that among all the various systems of faith, which had hitherto pre- 
vailed in the world, that of the Zendeiks was the most -detestable, 
and the least productive of moral good ; it being the opinion of the 
Ulema, or theologists, that their doctrines were far more pernicious 
than those of Magian, or Jew, or Christian, or Idolater of whatever 
denomination ; since, observes our author, with a reasoning not dis- 
tinctly obvious, there is not an advocate of either of the systems to 
which we have alluded, who does not allege, when he exchanges 
onemode of faith for another, that he has relinquished error for the 
sake of truth ; nor is there an opinion, or proposition advanced in 
either of them, which their respective professors would decline to 
support by such proofs and arguments as they have it in their power 
to produce. The very source indeed of their doctrine seems to lay 
in the grossest incredulity and sopuistry, considering, as they do, the 
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most sacred laws and observances, Avhetber of Mussulman, Jew, or 
Christian, as founded in error and absurdity, j 

' As to the nature of their belief, if belief that can be called which 
denies all revelation, they hold both the existence of God, and the 
legation of his jrrophets to be equally erroneous and unnecessary. 
That this world, since it has been in existence, has existed in its 
present form ; and such as it is, it will continue as long as it shall 
endure. That the whole animal creation is generated and perishes 
like the vegetable ; which springs from the earth, is dried up, and 
restored to the elements in the course of the year, none being able to 
conceive whence it came, or whither it is disappeared; the produc- 
tion and destruction of animals and vegetables being, at the same 
time, both ascribed to the influence of the heavenly bodies, and par- 
ticularly to the sun, moon, and stars, perceivable to human vision. 
In other respects, it would appear, that they agreed in reprobating 
those actions vrhich the wisest men of all professions have generally 
proscribed as disgraceful, and injuridus to society ; lying, for instance, 
and tyranny, or unjust violence towards our fellow creatures. 
They were moreover scrupulous to avoid the commission of any of 
iliose things, which are, in their nature, either scandalous or inde- 
corous ; being studious in particular, to appear in such dresses only 
as were graceful and becoming in the eyes of the world. This there- 
fore includes the whole theory and practice of the sect, for in religion 
or law, they professed nothing further: and their system, as far as 
we have been able to define it, has received from Oriental writers, 
among other denominations, that of Mundanism ; probably as limit- 
ing our existence and expectations to the confines of this perishable 
world. Such, at any rate, is the most obvious interpretation which 
the author of these pages has been able to assign to the terms, 
Kalaim-e-dehr Ilian, doctrines of the Mundanists.” The other 
terms are omitted in the manuscript. It will at the same time, possi- 
bly occur to the reader, that this odious and persecuted sect might 
have been led, by a perusal of the works of the Grecian philosophers, 
known to have been long since translated by the princes of the house 
of Ommeyah, to adopt the principles of Epicurus, 
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A. H. 189. It is at the sametimeaffirmed,thatits professors were, for the greater 

A-D-78S. part, composed of the most distinguished members of society; equally 
Tarikh distinguished in all the learning of that age, in eloquence, and in 
their genius for Arabian poetry. For such, it is admitted, was 
Abdullah the son of U1 Mukeffia, not less celebrated for the purity 
and eloquence of his language and writings, than for his masterly skill 
in Arabic, which- has classed him among the most sublime and elo- 
quent, in that copious and impressive dialect ; and of which his 
beautiful translation into that language, of the Kaleilah-wo-Dum- 
nah, (the ox and the wolf, the apologues of Baidpay or Filpai, so 
called) is adduced as a splendid and imperishable monument. And 
to him has accordingly been assigned the first place in the records of 
the sect. Such also is described to have been Ally the son of Nef- 
tein, one of the chief commanders of the army, during the reign of 
riHaudy; an officer of the highest military reputation, and among 
those most immediately employed about the person of the sovereign. 
His father, Neftein, had been the favorite slave, or domestic, of U1 
Munsur, and held the office of keeper of the great seal of the Khelaufut 
under that monarch, by whom he is said to have been honoured abovcall 
mankind. He continued to hold the same distinguished trust, both 
under the benevolent Mehedy, and his successor the reigning prince. 
His son Ally, together with his eminent command in the army, 
possessed the superintendance in chief of the department of intelli- 
gence; the various occurrences which took place in different parts 
of the empire, being conveyed to him in detail by the proper agents, 
and by him digested and communicated to the sovereign : for, observes- 
our author, like Yezdan the son of Badan among the genuine Persi- 
ans, Ally the son of Neftein was extolled as the most skilful penman 
of the age in which he lived. Another of these worthies, was 
Abdullah, the son of Obaidullah the V ezzeir of Mehedy, who occa- 
sionally officiated as the deputy of his father, under the government 
of that illustrious monarch. Others were Abdullah the son of 
Da( ud, of the r;;ce of Abbas, and nearly allied to the sovereign on the 
ti ron- 2 ; and Yak: b the son of A ukkail descended from Hhreth the 
son of AbJulmutlub, at this crisis the acknowledged Peir or presby- 
ter of the prophet's family, and head of the illustrious race of 
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Haushem neither of whom were to be restrained from embracing A 
the tenets of this obnoxious and persecuted sect. ^ 

Recommended by these distinguished persons, the dogmas of Zen- 
dicism were received to a surprising extent among all classes and 
descriptions of men ; among the most illustrious for their learning 
and talents, as well as the superiors of religion, and the heirs and 
representatives of the noblest families. In the time of Mehedy, 
those in particular to whom the austerities, the observances of Mus- 
sulmanism were become laborious ; to whose indolence and luxuri- 
ous habits the task of early prayer, of frequent ablution in the rigors 
of winter, and of fasting in the oppressive heats of summer, had 
become burthensome, or intolerable ; to all those, in short, who con- 
sidered it a hardship to dispense with a small proportion of their 
wealth in alms, or to restrain themselves in any shape in the indul- 
gence of their apetites snd inclinations, as required in the sacred 
volume of the law, the tenets of the Zendicists became a welcome 
and convenient relaxation. 

It remains to be observed, that when, under the same reign of 
Mehedy, their proselytes became thus numerous and formidable, the 
chiefs above mentioned consulted together on the means of giving to 
their doctrines a permanent form ; by reducing them to a code of 
institutes, similar to that which governed the system, which it 
appears to have been their principal object to explode, “ In the 
“ whole design of his religion,” said these innovators, “ nothing that 
“ Mahomraed introduced, has been more powerful in its influence, 

“ than what he has dictated in the pages of the Kor&n ; that boast of 
“ the Mosslems for sublimity of language, for the closeness and per- 

spicuity of its periods, and the infinite variety of its mysterious 
“allusions; which it is their pride to extol, as having baffled every 
“ effort of the orators, poets, historians and rhetoricians, from the 
“ period of its descent to the present day, to produce in the whole 
“ Arabian language, a single section equal in sublimity and beauty of^ 
“ style. For,” continued they, “ is it not proudly asserted by his 
“ followers, that if the language of men and genii were combined 
“ together to effect such a purpose, it would be found impossible to 
|f‘ compose any thing parallel tait ? .for bow indeed should it be possi- 
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A. H. i«9. ‘‘ ble to speak as God hath spoken, and to perform wbal he, in his 
“inhaite power, is alone capable of accomplishing!” Upon such 
Tankh considerations, the leaders of the sect resolved that it was incumbent 
upon them to produce a book in composition more exquisite, and in 
matter more sublime than the Koran ; to be exhibited to their follow- 
ers as what had been invented, through the powers of his own con- 
summate eloquence, by Maliommed himself. Here we are constrained 
to confess that this passage, unless indeed it be an error in the man- 
uscript, appears totally inconsistent with what we are taught ,to 
expect from the premises ; which had led us to suppose it was the 
object of these men to prove that by the mere exertion of human skill, 
they were capable of producing what should be superior to the 
boasted performance of that celebrated impostor. 

Be this, however, as it may, the following four persons pledged 
themselves for the execution of the undertaking ; The already men- 
tioned Abdullah Mukeffia ; Abdullah, the son Obaidullah the Vez- 
zeir ; and Abdullah the son of D^oud, of the race of Abbas ; with 
Salah the sonof Abdulkodus, now first introduced to our notice; and 
altogether, in talents and eloquence, the most distinguished among 
Arabians, But as the most eloquent and accomplished men of that 
age, had long since acknowledged the superior talents of Abdullah 
Mdkeflia, his collegues united in assigning to him the task of diction 
and composition ; which he accepted on the following stipulations. 
That he should be allowed an entire twelve-month to complete his 
undertaking ; that he should be furnished immediately w'ith so many 
thousand dirhems in specie, and such a supply of parchment and 
writing paper, as he should require ; the paper to serve him in the 
preparation of the draught ; and the parchment, for the finished copy 
to be fairly transcribed by his own hand, as best calculated to admit 
of such erasures as might be found further necessary, in giving to the 
performance its utmost perfection, before it was committed to the 
world. He moreover required, that, during the period in which he 
should be thus employed, all his expences should be punctually 
defrayed ; that he should be daily supplied with that species of 
aliment which he .described, and knew to suit best with his consti- 
•tution, and to augment, the powers of invention without im pairing 
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either the health 6 ^ the faculties 5 and, that he might be entirely A. H. 1W. 
relieved from every species of anxiety, he further required that a 
person should be particularly entrusted with the care of providing 
for these expences, and of supplying all his wants. Finally, in 
order that his mind might be perfectly at ease against every appre- 
hension, either of detection or arrest, or of being even suspected to 
be engaged in such an undertaking, he demanded that no person 
should be allowed on any pretence to enter his presence, excepting 
the attendant employed to receive his orders. On these conditions 
he pledged himself, at the end of the year, to produce a complete 
performance, in every point superior to the Koran ; and each of the 
party, engaging respectively for one or other of these stipulations, 
the son of Ulmokctlia proceeded without further delay to the execu- 
tion of his design. 

At the expiration of six months out of the twelve, in which he w^as 
pledged to complete his work, no person having hitherto been suffered 
to intrude upon his meditations, his friends became anxious to 
learn what progress he had made towards a conclusion ; and no longer 
to be restrained from the gratification of their curiosity, they met 
together and hastened to his apartment. There they beheld him sit- 
ting pen in hand, deeply absorbed in study', a sheet of paper laying 
unfolded before him ; and on each hand of him, heaps of paper, writ- 
ten over on all sides, and torn to fragments. “Well friend,” said 
his visiters, “ how hast thou employed thyself for these last six 
“ months ?” “ Alas” answered he, “ I have employed myself in vain ; 

“ for 1 have done nothing.” “ How so,” demanded they. “ The first 
“ day on which I entered upon my undertaking,” replied Abdullah, 

“ I applied myself, with the sheets of the Koran laid before me, fo 
“ select from it all those particular passages, which I conceived to be 
“ the most remarkable for beauty and sublimity, and w'hich I there- 
“ fore thought the most difficult to emulate or excel ; it being my 
“ design to employ myself in the refutation of such passages, while 
“ my faculties were yet fresh and undisturbed, and before the fatigues 
“ of study should have blunted or impaired the powers of composition. 

For this pnrpose 1 commenced reciting them over and over to 
“ myself, in order to be the more completely master of the subject, 
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A- H, 1(59. “ an(3 the better able to discriminate their imperfections. Yet during 
D- “ six -ft hole months that I have thus employed myself, have I been 
Tarikh « g gj^gig passage ; neither in all that I have invented, 

“ dictated, and written, obliterated and destroyed, have I yet sue. 
“ ceeded in discharging myself of one sentence that has either met my 
“ own approbation, or that, in the judgment of others, will hear a 
“comparison with the passage which it was designed to excel.” Ills 
friends desired to know what that formidable passage might be, which 
bad thus on the very threshold, defeated his exertions ; ho told 
them it was a certain sentence, which he repeated to them, from 
the story of Noah, as related in the Koran. They then requcstc'd 
that he would explain to them what he might have committed to 
paper on the subject; that on a more deliberate inspection, something 
might be yet discovered that had possibly escaped his own obser- 
vation. The son of U1 Mukeffia communicated to them accordingly, 
all that he had composed and transcribed, than which it required 
nothing further to convince them of the truth of the statement which 
he bad just given them ; for in the whole of the enormous mass of 
papers, in which he had almost buried himself alive, they could not 
discover a single line or sentence, which either in composition or 
argument could bear the slightest comparison with the sacred text, 
which for six mouths he had, in one instance only, attempted to 
surpass. An occasion is here taken to repeat, that this man was 
acknowledged to be possessed of talents and genius, not inferior to 
any one of the age in which he lived, “ If in six months,” observed 
his friends on this mortifying discovery, “thou hast tailed to produce 
“ the refutation of one solitary passage in the Koran, in what rea- 
“ sonable period dost thou conceive it possible, either to controvert 
“ or parallel the numberless ordinances, decisions, mysterious and 
“wonderful naaxims, with which that extraordinary volume so 
“ extensively abounds ? This is a task to which thou art decidedly 
• “ incompetent. Arise, and consign it to some one better qualified.” 
The project was how'ever finally relinquished as a hopeless concern, 
and they were compelled to rely, for the advancement of their doc- 
trines, on other expedients, less dubious in the exporimeut, and, 
^leradventure more fevorable to their views of success. 
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A. H. to have eseited in the disciples of the Koran, no inconsiderahio 

A.n. m. alarm for the stability of the orthodox religion. 

Torikh Resuming the narrative the history proceeds to observe, that the 
Khalif ul Hady had for some time lived on terms of great displeasure 
avith the dowager Kheizranah, the common mother of himsclt and 
Harun. This princess had, it would appear, during the life of Me- 
hedy, experienced an indulgence without bounds, her husband with- 
holding from her nothing that she desired, even to the marks ot 
public honor usually reserved for the person of the sovereign ; the 
general and great officers of state being long accustomed to pay 
homage at her palace, before they proceeded to the presence ot Mc- 
liedy ; thus in appearance at least, fixing the precedence in dignity at 
the gate of Kheizragah. She possessed herself, moreover, of what 
does not exactly seem either becoming or expedient in the system 
.of oriental manners,, the channel of every application to royal favor. 
On the accession of LT Hady, she continued to conduct herself, as if 
she expected to retain this species of influence unimpaired ; but her 
son finding himself considerably embarrassed, soon determined to 
retrench that influence, by treating all her applications with a steady 
and mortifying refusal. Under these circumstances, a female atten- 
dant, who was the bearer of such communications as occasionally 
passed between the Khalif and his mother, had conveyed to him an 
application from the same quarter, in behalf of Abdullah the son of 
Malek, captain of the guards, or household troops, iu the time of 
Mehedy, which he, as usual, rejected. The application was repeated 
by the mother in person, who implored that her son would spare her 
this one mortifying refusal, as lier word had been particularly pledged 
on the occasion ; and she assured him it would be the last time that 
he should suffer from a mother’s importunities. To this Ul Hady 
demanded in a tone of indignation, v\ho she conceived herself to bo, 
and on what grounds authorized to promise, or engage her influence 
to promote the views of any man ; neither did he comprehend tlie 
object of that concourse, which, as if it were the mansion of royalty, 
daily resorted to her gate. It would become her far better to confine 
herself to domestic occupations ; to her spindle and cotton ; to the 
study ot her Koran, and the discharge of her religious duties. Jb'or 
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.Vliat purpose encourage tliat useless resort of applicants at her gate? A. H. 169. 
Henceforward, if he found that a single individual frequented her 
palace with any such design, she might rest assured of his highest 
disapprobation and displeasure* On which, Kheizranah quitted his 
presence in tears and sorrow. 

This was followed by a stern charge to bis courtiers to discontinue 
at their peril, that species of intercourse with his mother, which, when 
their own mothers were concerned, they had acknowledged to be so 
gross a violation of decorum* This succeeded in banishing the 
resort of suitors from the palace of Kheizraunah; but the attempt 
which he made about a month afterwards to destroy her by poison, 
under the mask of pi oifered kindness, would be sufficient, without 
any further proof, to brand with infamy the memory of Ul Haudy, 
were it not in some degree surpassed by the implacable cruelty of a 
mother's vengeance, to which he ultimately fell himself a victim. 

“For the present, however, the altercation terminated in a solemn vow, 
on the part of Kheizraunah, that she would never more hold either 
converse or communication with this unnatural son. 


It is alleged that Tl Haudy, before lie had been long in posses- Khokossut- 
ftion of the sovereign power, entertained the design of extruding his ul-akiibaur. 
brother Harun from his claim to the succession, for the purpose of 
securing it for his owm son Jauflfer: and the circumstance coming 
to the knowledge of Harun, the latter consulted wdth Yaheya the 
son of Khaled, of the race of Barmek, whose consummate prudence 
was long become proverbial with every rank and age, on the steps 
which he was to follow for the preservation of his rights. Yaheya 
admonished him, without disguise, to beware of acceding to any 
proposal which might eventually debar him from the glories of a 
■crown. Of which honest admonition, Ui Handy, by some means or 
• other, becoming apprized, Yaheya was immediately seized and com- 
mitted to the wholesome solitude of a prison. From thence, as was 
related at a subsequent period by Mahommed, one of the sons of that 
illustrious minister, he addressed a note to Ul Haudy, requesting 
that he might be favored with a prizate interview, as he had some 
acivice to offer, of considerable importance. He was accordingly 
admitted to the .presence of G1 Haudy, who demanded what it was 
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A. H. 169. he had to say. “ I would first desire to know,” observed Yaheya 
A. D- 786. ia rgpiy^ (t whether at the present crisis, if a misfortune were to hap- 
Kholaussut- “ pen to the person of my sovereign, which may his servant never 
ulaklibaur. tqjyg hehold, the different order’s of the people are prepared to 
*' submit to the authority of a minor, such as Jauffer, so long before 
he has attained to the age of discretion,” “That is a reflection 
“ from which I have derived some uneasiness,” said the Khalif. 
I believe it not impossible,” continued Yabeya, “ that certain distin- 
guished personages of the race of Ilashein,” whom he naintid, 
might interfere onsuch an occasion ; and that the sovereignty might, 
“not improbably, depart altogether from the sons of Mehecly.” After 
allowing to the Khalif a moment’s reflection, Yaheya assumed sufli- 
cient confidence to state further, that he conceived it, for the present, 
most advisable to desist from urging the abdication of Harun ; and 
that he would be responsible to prevail upon him to acknowledge the 
authority of Jauffer, the moment he became of age. U1 Handy 
appears to have assented to this species of arrangement, and permit- 
ted Yaheya to return to his prison. Nevertheless, it will soon be 
found that the jealousy, the aversion, wdiich had possessed the mind 
of Ul Haudy against his brother and his too zealous adviser, was of 
a nature that no palliative could remove or appease. 

Such a state of mind could not, perhaps, long continue unproduc- 
tive of some violent result. Accordingly Harethmah the son of 
Eyhn, one of the principal ministers of Ul Hady is introduced to 
relate, that he was summoned by his master to attend him one day 
contrary to custom, in his private cabinet. When he repaired to his 
presence, he was desired to secure the door, and be seated ; and that 
when, in some degree of perturbation, he had obeyed these com- 
mands, the Khalif addressed him in the following terms. Thou 
“ hast doubtless witnessed the manner in which this dog of a schis* 
“matic, Yaheya the son of Khiled, presumes to comport himself 
‘'towards me, in his undisguised intrigues, to bias the affections of the 
“people in favor of Hirhn. This night it will behove thee to bring 
“ me the head of Harun.” Trembling in every limb at these por- 
tentous words, the minister implored his master, with the deepest 
humility, to consider that Rashid was his own and only brother, an(|! 
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that if, without a crime, he should put him to death, he, the minister, A. H. 109. 
would forever incur, both here and hereafter, the reprobation ofGodand 
man. “ If my orders are disobeyed,” observed U1 HMy, “thy own head 
will be theforfeit On which, Harethmah feeling himself constrained 
to express his compliance, the Khalif proceeded further to direct, 
that when he had dispatched the business of Harun, he was imme- 
diately to visit the prisons, and banish to another world, every indi- 
vidual whom he should find there, belonging to the race of Abutau- 
Icb. And he was last of all, to fake a division of the troops and 
march towards Kfifah ; which city, after withdrawing from it all the 
posterity of Abbas, with their dependants, he was to consume to 
ashes. Harethmah again en ’eavourcd to remonstrate on the magni- 
tude of the task thus imposed upon him, wiien his master put an 
end to all argument, by assuring him that there was no alternative; 
and that he was not -to stir from the spot until he received his final 
orders to proceed to the execution of the several duties, which he 
was now selected to discharge. 

n H^dy then withdrew to some other part of the palace, leaving 
Hhrethmah to meditate in silence and alarm on what had passed ; 
the latter not a little aggravated by the apprehension, that having 
discovered his unwillingness to be the instrument of his cruelty, the 
Khalif was about to devolve the odious service to some other person ; 
and that on his return, be should intalliby be made the sacrifice of 
his vengeance. At all events he determined, if it was his destiny to 
escape the present danger, to seek some distant abode, where 
unknown and undistinguished, he might pass his days in peace and 
obscurity. lu this state of painful incePtitude he continued until 
midnight, when a domestic appeared and told him that the Khalif 
required his attendance. On which, having solemnly repeated his 
profession of faith, as if about to die, he followed the domestic until 
he found himself in a part of the palace where his ears were assailed 
by the voices of the women. Here he made a resolute stand, declar- 
ing, tliathe should not advance a step further, unless he was directed 
to approach in the Khalif's own voice. At this moment he heard 
hims'df addressed by one of the females, who called out that she w’as 
Kheizraunab,aiidwhodesdredhimtoenter,andbeholdwhathadbelallea 
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them. He accordingly ventured into the apartment, where Klieiz- 
raunah informed him from behind the hangings, that God Almighty 
had delivered himself and all mankind from the tyranny ol Mussa; tor 
he was dead. “ Go,” said she, “ and convince thyself.” On which, 
removing the linen cover, which had been thrown over the face of 
U1 Hady, he found indeed, as she had represented, that the tyrant 
was no more. ICheizraiinah then proceeded to relate, that coming 
to the apartment where he now lay, she had cast the veil from her head, 
and implored Ul Hady to spare the life ot his brother ; and that, con- 
tinuing to resist all her intr.'aties with unrelenting obstinacy, he was 
suddenly seized wdth a fit of cciighing, ot which, as every expedient 
to relieve him proved un '.vailing, he expired. She concluded, by 
charging Harethmah to repair without delay to ^ aheya'the son ot 
K1 ^ied, and announce the ev.nt, with her desire that he should 
immediately secure for Harunrasbid, the entire allegiance of the 
people. In compliance w'ith her instructions, Harethmah hastened 
accordingly to apprize Yalieya of the unexpected catastrophe, and 
to make with him the arrangements necessary to the inauguration of 
Harun. Abdullah Mamfin, the eldest son of Han'in, by a concubine, 
was born, it w'ould appear, the same mght, which has therefore 
received from historians, the appellation of Leylut-e-Hashemiah, the 
night of the Hkhemites ; being distinguished by the death of one 
Rhalif, the enthronement of another, and the birth of a third. 

The death of LT Haudy has however been ascribed by histori- 
ans to a variety of esuses. According to the statement of one of them, 
a worm was generated in his bowels, which prevented him alike 
from rest and sustenance, and in three days, after producing the 
most cruel suffering, put a period to his existence. This was pro- 
nounced by his mother a judgment for his crimes. Another state- 
ment is introduced to allege, that his women were bribed by the 
money of Kheizraunah, to smother him with bolsters, while over- 
come with wine and debauch.* By a third, it is ascribed to an 
immediate manifestation of divine justice, for an act of wanton 
and deliberate cruelty. Some days previous to his disolution, whil^ 


* Tarikh Tebg. 
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amuslngliimself in the neighbourhood of Eissa-abad, a Ferash, or car- A. H. 170. 
pet spreader, was employed id unfolding some hangings to intercept 
tije view of the multitude from U1 Haudy, when the latter suddenly 
deinanded of his courtiers whether they thought he had sufficient 
skill to lodge an arrow in the heart of this man. At the same time 
that they gave him full credit for his skill, they honestly represented 
the atrocious inhumanity of imbruing his hands in the blood of his 
unconscious and unoffending attendant. The Khalif was, however* 
not to be dissuaded from his rash experiment, and the unfortunate 
and unsuspecting Ferasb, receiving the arrow through his body, 
expired on the spot. The foul deed immediately struck the wretched 
monarch in all its horrors. He sent for all the relatives of his 
murdered domestic, and endeavoured, byall the sacrifices in his power, 
to satisfy and appease their resentment. But the just vengeance of his 
creator was not to be averted. An eruption made its appearance on 
the upper part of his foot, in the shape of a small pimple, which 
though it was the employment of four persons to rub, or chafe it 
W'ithout intermission, never suffered him to enjoy a moment’s repose. 

It at last produced a mortification, the odour of which was so offen- 
sive, that it became almost impossible to approach the apartment 
in which he lay. In this state he languished to the third day, when 
he sunk into the arms of death. 

This event, whatever were the circumstances by which it was TarikhTebry 
occasioned or attended, is stated to have taken place at Eissa-abad, a 
dependency of the district of Mossul, on the eighth day of the first 
llebbeia, of the year one hundred and seventy ;* Ul Hhdy being as 
yet no more than six and twenty, and having reigned but thirteen 
months and some days, calculating from the demise of his predecessor. 

He yvas buried in one of his gardens at Eissa-abad, his brother 
liarun performing the funeral obsequies over his grave. In his per- 
son he is described to have been tall ; in his countenance handsome^ 
and in complexion fair. His lower lip being, however, shorter than 
the upper, and his upper teeth longer than the lip, were so protruded 
as to give to his visage an appearance rather ludicrous, and to pro- 
cure hiiu the nick-name of Mfissa Ettebaka, Mussa shut your 
* Stpieiaber Ctb, A. D. 786. 
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.4. H. 170. mouth. In other respects, he has been branded to posterity as an 
A- inexorable and sanguinary tyrant, unsparing in his dispensation of 
Tarikh tije laws of public justice, which, untempered with mercy, he 
administered to the extremity of rigour.* 

Ueeashid B’Iliah Harun,! the son of Mehedy, fifth Khalifof 
the house of Abbas, on the night on which his brother perished in the 
manner above related, was securely established, through the prompt 
and united exertions of Yalieya the son of Khaled, and the ahove- 
Haeun ue juentioned Plarethmab, or Harthemah, on the throne of the Khelau- 

I1A.SHII) 

fifth Kha'lif fut. Having performed the last duties to the remains of U1 Haudy, 
ofthe house the new monarch hastened the next day to the metropolis of Bagli- 
sf Abbas, . where, with the seal of state, he consigned to Yaheya the son 
of Khaled, of whose prudence and attachment he had experienced 
repeated proofs, the entire and absolute management of his empire,- 
In the ensuing month of Shavaul, his favorite consort, Zobaidali, 
was delivered of Maliommed ul Amein, just seven months and twenty 
days after his accession.^ 

At the period of his exaltation, Hariun had attained to his two 
and twentieth year, having been bom at Rai, or Rey, while his fa- 
ther was residing at that city ; and the birth of Fazzel the son of 
Y'aheya, taking place ten days afterwards, his mother was chosen for 
the nurse of Harun, and Fazzel became thus the foster brother of his 
future sovereign; a circumstance w^hicli may further account for the 
unbounded influence enjoyed, under the reign of this monarch, by 
the illustrious family of Barmek. 

As the allegiance of the principal officers of the army had been 
already pledged, at the requisition of Ul Hady, to his nephew Jauf- 
fer, Harun’s earliest attention was directed .to remove this embar- 
rassment; and the young prince was accordingly prevailed upon to 
make a public abdication of his claims ; declaring, that he freely 
absolved from their engagements, those who had sworn to be faithful to 
himselfjandthattheiuiperialdignity had justly devolved to his unclq 
Harun. 


* Kbolaussut^ikkhbaur. t By the grace of God, the sage, discreet, prudent, 

I Kholaussut-ul-aklibaur. 



59 

When every precaution had been thus taken to secure his rights A. H. 17®. 
against all cotapetition , Harun, as he was standing one day surrounded A. D. 78s. 
by his troops near the bridge of the Tigris, related to his minister Tarikk ~ 
Yaheya that he had received from his father, a ruby, the value of 
which had been estimated at one hundred thousand dirhems • This 
beautiful jewel, as he wore it on one of his visits to U1 Hady, had 
unfortunately excited the cupidity of that prince, and he was sur- 
prised on his way home, by a message desiring that it might be 
immediately sent to him. When this unexpected request was 
communicated to him, he happened to be on that part of the bridge 
hear which they now stood; and feeling himself not a little provoked, 
he drew the ring from his finger, and immediately cast it into the 
river. He acknowledged at the same time, that a period of five 
months had elapsed, since the circumstance had taken place. 
Nevertheless he now desired that some divers might be immediately 
, employed to try whether they could not recover his ring. These 
men, notwithstanding their representations of the impracticability of 
succeeding in such an attempt after such a lapse of time, were accord- 
ingly directed to plunge into the stream of the Tigris ; and having 
sufficiently explored the bottom of the river, they at last, contrary 
.to all expectation and probability, brought up the ring ; which, as ah 
omen auspicious to his reign, was received by H&run with abundant 
satisfaction. Such a circumstance may perhaps, by many of our 
readers, be considered too romantic for serious history; nevertheless 
finding it almost immediately on the threshold, we have not been 
able to reject it entirely. We shall now proceed to the more 
important events, such as they stand recorded in the manuscript 
before us, of the reign of this celebrated monarch, whose name and 
private' history are already so familiar to our earliest recollections. 

Although the seals of his government had, in the manner already • 

'related, been consigned by Harun to his minister Yaheya, of the race 
of Barmek, the dowager Kheizraunah had, in a great measure, 
resumed the hifluence which she had been seen to exercise, during 
the reign of Mehedy. Nothing was therefore, for a long time, carried 
into executiou by the minister, without the previous consideratioh 
and sanction of that princess.* In the mean time, Harun, who 

* S,3S1/. 13f. id, 
i2 
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A. H. 170. seems to have embarrassed himself as little as possible with thccare^ 
A. D. 787. sovereignty, was engaged about this period on a visit to the ancient 
"Taritb city of Tfiss, which he repeopled, and restored to a state of repair. 

In the commencement of the year one hundred and seventy -three,* 
on her return from a pilgrimage to Mekkah, Kheizraunah reposed, in 
the arms of death, from the anxieties of ambition. An event which 
lodged the delegated authority of government, without an associate, 
in the hands of Yaheya. The latter being then employed in Khor- 
assaun, was immediately recalled, and his grandson, Abbas the S0131 
of Jauffer, appointed to succeed him as governor of that province. 

In the course of one hundred and seventy-five, f Mahommed ul 
Amein, the son of H^run by Zobaidah, then only in his fifth year^ 
was declared heir apparent to the Khelaufut, to the exclusion of his 
elder brother ul MaiiJiin : an arrangement with which, as it was 
expected there might be some dissatisfaction among the people of 
Khorassaun, on account of the minority of Amein, Fazzel the son of 
Yaheya, the governor of the youug prince, and the foster brother of 
Hlirfin, was deputed to preside over that province ; instead of ikbbas 
the son of Jauffer, who was now recalled, until the allegiance of that 
important part of the empire should be secured for the heir apparent 
elect. This object being however completed at the expiration of a 
twelve-month, Fazzel was himself recalled ; and the government off 
Khorassaun transferred by Harun to his own maternal uncle Otreif, 
the couzin german of Kheizraunah, here stated to have been origi- 
nally of Yemen ; but being removed by the vicissitudes of war and 
fortune, to Mossul, and ultimately to Tebristaun, she there fell into 
the hands of Mehedy, and became his favorite mistress.. The address 
of Fazzel was next employed to secure for his pupil the allegiance of 
Irhk; and being equally fortunate in his exertions in that province, 
bis services were immediately remunerated by the government of all 
the territory lying to the westward and northward of Khorassaun ; 
including the dependencies of Rdi, Koumiss, Tebristaun, (the anci- 
ent Hyrcania) and Kohestaun, Hamadaun and Nihawend, to the 
borders oflrak, together with the whole of Azerbayjani and part of' 
Aimeuia. 

• June or J uly. A, D. 789. t A. 0. 79Ij 
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Ve are now brought to the year one hundred and seventy six, in A 
which Yaheya the son of Abdullah ul Husseyny, the Fatimite, i 
revolted against the authority of Harun, and made himself master of 
the inaccessible province of Tebristaun. The fate of Hiisseyne, who 
fell near Mekkah, in the reign of Ul Hady, has already occurred to 
the attention of the reader. He left two cousins, Yaheya and Idris, 
brothers of the Mahornmed and Ibrauhim, who revolted, the one at 
Medeinah, and the other at Bassorah, in the time of Ul Munsur. 
On the death of their relative near Mekkah, Yaheya and Idris con- 
trived to escape from the field of battle, the latter to Tinjah, sup- 
posed to be Tangier on the coast of Africa, where he successfully 
proclaimed the rights of his family, and was acknowledged by the 
people. But he was subsequently reached by the emissaries of Ul 
Hudy, and destroyed by poison. Yaheya, on the contrary, directed 
his flight into Guilan, where he was cordially received by the natives, 
who recognized his authority, and soon enabled him to appear at the 
head of a numerous army. 

The adjoining province of Tebristaun being under the authority of 
Fazzel Barmekky, an army of fifty thousand men was allotted to him 
by Harun, for the suppression of this revolt against his government. 
With this force Fazzel proceeded to the city of Rjli, where he 
remained stationary for a twelve-month, engaged in a negociaticm 
with the insurgent Yaheya. At the expiration of that period, he 
prevailed upon Yaheya by various promises to lay aside his hostile 
views, and to throw himself on the clemency of Harun. Before he 
finally consented, however, to place himself in the hands of his enemies, 

aheya transmitted to Fazzel the schedule of a treaty, to which he 
required the signature of the Klialif, as a guarantee for the perform- 
ance of the conditions. The treaty was accordingly conveyed to 
Harun ; and returned by him soon afterwards, with his own ratifica- 
tion, attested by the hand writing of many of the principal members 
of his court, and of the most respectable citizens of Baghdad, Ya- 
heya no longer hesitated to commit himself to the protection Of 
Fazzel, who proceeded without delay to conduct him towards the 
metropolis; and Harun, on his part,appearinginfinitely gratified by this 
attainment of his object, without the hazard of a conflict, , ordered 
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A. H. 176. the streets of the city to be splendidly decorated for the reception of 
A. D. 792. Yaheva, who was treated on the occasion with a distinction beyond 
Tarikh Jjis most flattering expectations. He continued to experience the 
same liberal treatment for about five months ; but at the expiration 
of that period, on the pretence that some letters had been intercepted 
coming to him from the refractory Deylemites, he was thrown into 
prison. The sequel of his story will appear in due time. 

In the course of one hundred and seventy-seven,* the government 
of Khorassaun was transferred, on the removal of Otreif, to Hamzah 
the son of Malek, That of Egypt was about the same ti me bestowed 
upon Jauffer Barmekky, the son of the prime ministei:, and the parti- 
cular favorite of Harfin. Hamzah enjoyed his authority for about 
a twelve month, when he was recalled, and the noble and extensive 
province under his jurisdiction, consigned to the able and accom;- 
.plished Fazzel. This latter took possession of his government in one 
. hundred and seventy-eight,"]' and during the period of seven years, in 
which it is here said to have continued under his authority, although 
■ w'e do not exactly comprehend how this is to be reconciled with the 
appointments and removals, which will immediately appear, rendered 
himself not less distinguished by his exemplary justice and integrity, 
than by his consummate prudence and abilities. The following jmar 
JaulFer w'as sent for by Harun, to appease the commotions which are 
acknowriedged about this period to have arisen in Syria : such indeed 
• as to have required the services of some of the most distinguished 
. captains in the empire ; and among others of Harethmah the son of 
Eyun, who was withdrawn on the occasion from his command in 
Africa. Supported, however, by the presence and exertions of this 
able commander and his associates, Jauffer succeeded in a short 
time, in restoring the tranquillity of his province ; and in the course 
of the year consigning it to the charge of a deputy, repaired to Bagh- 
;dy.. Notwithstanding the circumstance just related, with respect to 
his bipther Fazzel, the government of Khorassaun was now conferred 
Upon Jauffer, that of Syria, with probably that of Egypt, being 
, assigned to his son Eissa. In the course of the same year, having 
.contracted some dislike to the metropolis of Baghdad, because, as he 
,ail^ed,the aif jof.the place, did not agree with his constitution, 
Harfin transferred his residence to Rakkah on the Euphrates, (tlm 
•A.D.733. tA.D. 734, 
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ancient IJTicephorium) h'ere stated to be a dependency of !Mossule, . 
having established UI Amein in the government of the capital. From 
Rakkah he removed, however, in a short time to Heirah ; but receiv- 
ing some offence or other from the inhabitants, he quitted that place 
after adding considerably to its buildings, and returned again to 
Rakkah, which appears henceforward to have become his principal 
and favorite residence. 

During the year one hundred and eighty, we are informed that 
Hai-un wms engaged at the head of a great army, in a religious expe. 
dition against the territories of the Greek empire; of which, however, 
the author has furnished us with no other circumstances, than that 
he reduced and laid in ruins, the city of Sefsauf, (the city of willows): 
but whether this refers to the subsequent hostilities in the time of 
Nicephorus the first, during which, it is said, that he destroyed the 
city of Heraclea, on the Euxine, it is not at present easy to determine. 
If the date is at all to be relied on, this invasion is, however, to be* 
assigned to the reign of the ambitious Irene, whose contests with her. 
son may have encouraged the hostile designs of Hariin. On his return 
from this expedition, Harfln conferred the government of Khorassaun 
upon Ally the son of Eissaben Mhhan. But a charge of malversa- 
tion being conveyed against that chief, he was recalled at the expir- 
ation of a twelve mouth, being directed to leave his province under 
the administration of a deputy. The governor of Khorassaun ap- 
pointing his own son Taheya to command in his absence, hastened 
to vindicate his conduct, loaded with a profusion of presents for tha 
Khalif, whom he found means to conciliate without great difficulty;; 
and in short, to convince that he “had been unjustly calumniated. 
He was, in consequence sent back in triumph, to wreak his vengeance 
dn his accusers. About the same period an insurrection broke out in 
the territory of Nissa, on the border of Khorassaun towards Kharezm* 
of which, a certain rebel of the name of Ebenul Rhateib, was at the 
head. But Ally the son of Eissa, being directed as the lieutenant 
of Ul Mamfin, now associated with his brother as co-heir to the em- 
pire, to oppose the insurgent, their chief was soon afterwards killed 
by that commander, and the insurrection entirely sup.presed. 
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A. H. 186. During the year one hundred and eighty si'x, Flarfin, accompanied 
by the two young princes, his sons, proceeded on a religious visit to 

Klioiaussut- tijg sacred cities. While at Yathreb, (Medeinah, formerly so 
called) he distributed to the inhabitants three separate and magni- 
ficent largesses, one in the name of himself, and the others in those 
of his two sons. Similar proofs of his liberality were exhibited at 
blekkali ; so that the charges occasioned by these disbursements, and 
other expences of his pilgrimage, are said to have amounted to the' 
sum of one million of dinaurs,*and fifty thousand dirhsms.'j' It has 
been already noticed, that U1 Amein stood nominated as sole succes- 
sor to the throne of the Khalifs, as far back as the year one hundred 
and seventy-five ; but as he and his elder brother grew towards man- 
hood, their father sought to obviate the jealousies and hostilities 
- which might too probably ensue, by an equal division of the empire 
between them. Por this purpose he had recently caused U1 MamCln 
to be publicly announced as heir to the Khelaufut, next after Ul 
Amein ; on which occasion the empire appears to have been appor- 
tioned betwixt the two princes, in the following manner. The pro- 
vinces eastward of the ridges of Hulwaun, comprising the various 
territories of Kermanshahan, Nihawend, Kom, and Kashan, Isfahaun, 
Farssand Xermaun ; Rai, Koumiss, Tebristaun, Khorassaun, with 
Mauwerunneher, the country beyond the Oxus so called, Zibul, 
and Kabul, and the territory on the Indus, including a part of 
Hindostaun, were alloted to Ul Mkmun. While Baghdad, Wausset, 
Khfeh and Bassorah, with all western Irak, the two provinces of 
Syria, Mossfile and Jezzeirah, (on the Upper Tigris and Euphrates) 
Hejauz and Egypt, to the remotest boundaries of the west, became 
the share of Ul Amein. In the instrument by which Harfln had thus 
disposed of this splendid inheritance, it was further stipulated that 
Ul Amein should fix the seat of his government at Baghdad, and LH 
Mamiia at Meru ; and that on the death of either, the whole of his 
allotment should devolve to the survivor. When it was however 
understood that, in this magnificent distribution, the Khaiif had 
entirely excluded a younger son of the name of Kaussem, whose 

•At die lowest 458.633/. C#.' ‘ t About 1,145/. IGj. 
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education had been entrusted to Ahdulmelek the son of Salah, of the A. H. 1381 
race of Abbas, the latter uTote to Harun soliciting that his pupil 
might not be left so totally destitute of all participation in his favor, 

Some of the toAvns of Jezzeirah, with hlossule, and the territory 
adjoining to the frontiers of Rum,* and the defiles of Mount Taurus, 
were aecordinglyassigned to that prince, with the title of Mutemmen, or 
trust w'orthy, which was conferred upon him at the same time by hia 
father. To add the last solemnity to these arrangements, it is further 
said, that the two princes, UI xA.raein and UI Mamun, were publicly 
sworn in the sanctuary of the Kaauhah by their father, on this occa- 
sion, never to engage in hostilities against each other; all the nobles 
of the empire on the spot were called upon to bear witness to the 
engagement ; and the stipulations of the instrument of succession 
thus solemnly ratified, being then published aloud from the vestibule, 

Harun finally directed that a coj>y of it should be suspended at the 
door of the Kaauhah. But as the paper happened to drop from the 
hands of the person employed to suspend it. the by-standers drew 
from the circumstance, an omen inauspicious to the conclusion. 

They did not hesitate to predict that the expectations founded upon 
it, would never be realized ; and that the harmony of the two bro- 
thers was not destined to be of imy duration. These important 
arrangements dispatclied, Ilaruii returned sooii afterwards to Rakkah, 
sending TJl Amein to take up his abode at Baghdad. 

Hitherto the character of Harim, if it exhibits nothing peculiarly 
attractive, may nevertheless be contemplated, if not with approba- 
tion, certainly Avithout aversion ; but it is said that one of the inse- 
parable properties of arbitrary power, is to pervert and vitiate the 
noblest propensities of the heart. x\t all eA eiits the story which now 
claims our attention, of his unreleritina: cruelty to the illustrious 
race of Barmek, who had so long seiwed him with such distinguished 
proofs of zeal and fidelity, AA ould lead us to infer, that in a period 
of seventeen years, from a prince of moderate, if not amiable qual- 
ities, he was become a detestable and sanguinary tjnunt. 

Of this illustrious family, long known to the. western vrorld un- 
der the designation of 'the Barmecides, the oriental writers have iii 
general united to consecrate the memory, to the esteem and applause 
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of posterity. To Yalieya the prime mini.stcr, exchisiye of his trans- 
cendent nisdoni, and the most exalted mental altiiinments, they 
have in particular ascribed ereiy laudable and virtuous quality that 
can aspire to, or command the love and admiration of mankind. 
His son Fazzel, together with the most unbounded liberality of dis- 
position, they have endowed with the most exemplary and ardent 
zeal to promote the ends of justice. For Jaiiffer, another of the sous 
of Yaheya, in addition to all these qualities, which he also po.ssesaed 
in a very eminent degree, they claim an unrivalled excellence in skilful 
penmanship, and elegance of composition ; the former an acquire- 
ment of no trifling value, before the inestimable discovery of the art of 
printing had superseded its importance. To Mahommed the third, they 
have assigned themost exalted magnanimity; and on Mussg, the fourth 
son of this enviable parent, they have bestowed the wreath of prowess, 
and intrepidity of mind, in which he is said to have surpassed all 
parallel or competition. Jn sh.ort, such was the inlliiemx; implanted 
in the bosom of Harun by this unrl'valled display of talents mid 
virtue, that from the earliest period of Ids accession, io the varar one 
hundred and eighty-seven, when his disposition towards them un- 
derwent a fearful change, the entire administration of his exten- 
sive dominions, in all its departments, was entrusted to the sole 
and exclusive management of Y^aheya, and the admirahlc band of 
brothers whom we have just described; with this only distinction, 
that Fazzel, and Jauffer, but the latter in particular, enjoyed a 
more unreserved and intimate share in the con ti deuce of their sover- 


eign ; which they nobly justified by the brightest example of liber- 
ality and beneficence. 

cy 

When their lather became advanced in years, Fazzel'and Jauffer 
were alternately employed, at the discretion of Harun, as his depu- 
IpankhTebjy. jjgg jjj administration of the empire ; that being a branch of 

the sendee from which, by their military designation, the two other 
brothers, Mahommed and Mhssa, both Ameirs, or generals in the 
army, appear to have been excluded. Yalieya had at the same time 
other children ; and each of the sons was the parent of a numerous 
jpmiiiy, which promised to continue the name to a remote posterity^ 



Each was distinguished by the highest employments of the state, A. 11. iSd; 
either civil or military ; and all grew great under the influence of A. D. 802. 
their father’s acknowledged talents and superior abilities, ■ Tarikh 
It has been already intimated that of the two elder brothers, Eazzel 
and JauflPer, the latter enjoyed a more distinguished share in the 
Khalif’s favor ; this is, perhaps, to be accounted for by the following 
circumstance. We have seen it stated on a former occasion, that 
Eazzel was the foster brother of Elarun, nursed at the same breast. 

A tie which produced betwixt them, as might have been expected, 
the closest iiitiiuacy and affection. Hence in process of time, Eazzel 
became the associate of his master’s most private pleasures, from 
which a liberal iudiilgeiice in wine was not excluded. But as these- 
scenes of indulgence passed in the midst of the women of the Kha- 
lif’s famil-yi and were heightened by all the charms of poetry and 
music, Eazzel found it extremely difficult to close his eyes against 
the fascination which surrounded him. He therefore prudently with- 
drew himself from the spell, and above all things, ever afterwards 
abstained from the use of wine. Whether this was considered as 
a tacit condemnation of the debauched and effeminate life of his so- 
vereign, we are left to determine. The favor of Hai’an was, how- 
ever, soon afterwards transferred to Jauffer, who became then, to his 
misfortune, the inseparable, companion of those pleasures, from 
which his brother had, to all appearance, so prudently withdrawn. 

Broken with age, and the cares and anxieties of his important and 
laborious trust, Yaheyahad long since besought his master’s permis- 
sion to retire from office, and pass the remainder of his days at Mek- 
kah. In this, however, he had not been able to succeed ; Elarun 
alleging from time to time, that as his sonsFazze! and Jauffer were both 
eminently qualified for the Vizaurut, he might appoint either of 
them that he thought proper, to officiate in his room: that he would 
be always prepared to attend to such measures as they were disposed to 
submit for the sanction of his orders. He should only require of them 
still to avail themselves of the matured counsels and experience of 
their father, by subjecting such orders to his consideration, previous 
to their final execution. At the same time, though he forbore to- 
acknowledge it, the inclinations of Harun were already disposed ia 
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al. H. 180, favor of Jauffer. But as T alieya does not appear to have been aware!' 

A. D. 802. Qf tjjg preference, he made choice ot lazzel, to whom he accordingly 
Tarikh entrusted the seal of his sovereign ; and Fazzel continued for a period 
Tetrj. exercise the functions of the Vizzaurut, or prime 

niiiiistrv, as his father's locuin-tenens ; Hanin all this time tacitly 
acquiescing in the choice. At the expirationofthatperiod however, he 
conferred the ministry upon his favorite Jauffer ; and taking the seal 
from Fazzel, he sent it to Yaheya with the following message. “ As 
“ thou art the best judge of their qualifications, it is of course at thy 
“ option to lodge my seal with either of thy sons, as may best accord- 
“ with thine own discretion. Nevertheless I would remind thee, 
“ that for my part, it is far from my intention that it should be disposed 
“ of to either, contrary to thy inclinations." Yaheya now retained 
the seals in his own hands, and continued to discharge the duties of 
the Vizzaurut without a substitute until that period in Avhich his 
fortunes were destined to experience a dreadful and memorable 
reverse. For continues the author, in this rvorld is there that man 
who will venture to affirm, that, either among the ancient Persians, 
or the more recent sovereigns of Isslaui, any monarch hath ever 
assigned to minister or peer that influence over his government, and 
the domestic concerns of his family, rvhich was enjoyed by Yaheya, 
and his sons ; and alter all, that it should have terminated so deplor- 
ably ? 

A variety of reasons have, however, been assigned for the disgrace 
and ruin of this celebrated family. And first of all, the protracted 
period of their ascendancy ; for, wdien a person has continued long 
in the management of affairs, it is observed, tliat he will unavoida- 
bly have created a number of enemies, because it is impossible to 
please the whole world. Aware of this result, Yaheya besought his 
discharge from office, and was disappointed. As another circum- 
stance which contributed to the fall of the race of Bannek, it is 
stated, that there lived at Rakkah, a person called Mahommed the 
so of Laith, surnamed Abu Rabbeia, related to the family of the 
prophet, and not less distinguished for his pious and blameless life, 
than for his capacity and literary attainments. By such considera- 
tions he had become a kind of oracle with the people ; but unfor* 
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natoiy receiving some offence from Yahcya, he resented the injury A, 
by impeaching him to the Khalif, as a profligate and abandoned i 
Zendicist. “ How,” said he in the letter which he addressed to 
Harunon the occasion, “ will their sovereign answer to his creator 
“ on the awful day of retribution, or what possible reason will he 
“ allege for placing the destinies of a faithful people at the disposal 
’“ofYaheya the son of Rhaled, his sons, and the other branches of his 
“ family, deeply polluted as they are by the principles of Zendicism, 

“ and infidelity in its most pernicious form ?” To this malevolent 
accusation 'Yaheya was no stranger, although he seemed to treat it with 
silent contempt, until one day that Harun pointedly interrogated 
him, as to what he thought of the character of Mahommed the son of 
Laith. “ He is my lord,” then replied Yaheya on his part, ‘‘an 
hypocritical miscreant, not less to be reprobated for the depravity 
“ of his principles, than for the pernicious doctrines by which he has 
“ contrived to seduce the minds of the people ; a base and malignant 
“ slanderer, without faith and without religion in any shape.” In 
the same strain he proceeded further to delineate the character of his 
accuser, until he produced at last, in the mind of Hardn, thatimpres- 
sion to his disadvantage, which terminated in the confinement of his 
person. The accusation, continued to operate, nevertheless, in the 
recollection of the Khalif; the religious persuasion of the family of 
Barmek became with him from henceforward the subject of perpetual 
inquiry ; and the impressions which were already accumulating in his 
mind to their prejudice, derived additional force from the information 
which he received on that subject from such as were unfavorably 
disposed towards his minister. 

Another circumstance which is described to have impeached the 
attachment, or integrity, of Yaheya and his family in the opinion of 
their sovereign, is the following. We have already noticed the 
manner in which Yaheya, the son of Abdullah the Husseynite, who 
had revolted in Tebristkn against the authority of Harun, was pre- 
vailed upon through the intervention of Fazzel, to commit himself 
to his protection ; the reception of that insurgent at BaghdS.d, and 
his subsequent seizure and imprisonment. Harun, not possessing on 
^is occasion sufficient confidence in any one but Jaud'er, committed 
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3Ucccssor, which she equally dreaded to contemplate whatever might 
be the result. These good offices, so essential to his preservarion, 
were not forgotten by Harun on his accession to the throne, lie 
distinguished x\.bbasah by the highest marks of favor : she became 
the depositary of all his secrets, the associate of his convivial enjoy- 
ments ; and in short, of all tbs world, the most intimate in his confi- 
dence and regard. Of that social circle, to which the Khalit’s 
sister, with many more of the loveliest females in the imperial family, 
were generally admitted, JauflTer, on the voluntary-seclusion of his 
brother, had become a constant attendant. But finding himself at 
length considerably embarrassed by the presence of Abbasah, he 
began to apprehend that some time or other, either bywords or looks, 
he might be betrayed into some error fatal to his peace. He there- 
fore, like his brother, determined for the future to decline these 
dangerous interviews. The Khalif was not long a stranger to his 
motives, and he surprised him one day with a proposal to make 
Abbasah his wife, on condition that he M'onld engage never to see 
her but in his presence : never to come in contact with her person, 
or to claim any of those privileges usual with man and wife ; that 
alone excepted of sitting in the same circle with her. To these con- 
ditions Jauffer submissively subscribed, and Abbasah became accord- 
ingly his bride. , They met as usual, and at a respectable distance 
conversed together in the presence of Harun. But Abbasah happened 
to be one of the most beautiful women in the palace of the Khelau- 
fut, and Jauffer was himself a very handsome and accomplished man; 
The result is not difficult to foresee. They contrived to meet where 
Harun was not an associate of their interviews, and Jauffer’s wife 
became the mother of a boy. The infant was privately conveyed to 
Mekkah, there to be brought up in charge of two faithful female 
attendants. But about a twelve month afterwards, in a quarrel with 
one of her maids, Abbasah, without adverting to consequences, struck 
her ; and the girl in a fit of resentment, found means to disclose the 
dangerous secret of the child, to him, of all the world, from whom it 
was most necessary that it should be concealed. Harun removed the 
revengeful female from the service of Abbasah, and placing her 
immediately among the women of his own hiram, charged her to 
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A. H. 18C. forbear from conversing on the subject with any one ; adtling 
P- ^0^- this circumstance to the other arguments of displeasure with which 
Tarikh }jjs jjiind was now become sufficiently exasperated against the 

ivhole family. In the mean time he contrived to ascertain the 
retreat of Yaheya, the Husseynite, who had sought an asylum in 
Rhorassaun; where Ally the son of Eissa received timely instructions 
to adopt the necessary measures for seizing and securing his person. 

The aversion of Har6n was by this time irrevocably confirmed 
against every individual of the family of his once favorite minister* 
Both he and his son JaulFer, in particular, were become equally 
odious to their sovereign. And the aged statesman receiving in his 
intercourse with the Khalif, daily proofs of this unfavorable change 
to his prejudice, in vain attempted to address him, to intreat his per- 
mission on the subject of retiring from office. Harun continued to 
temporize with him, until Y’aheya the Husseynite, being torn from 
his retreat in Khorassaun by Ally the son of Eissa the tyrannical 
governor of that province, was conveyed under proper security to 
Rakkah, and there immediately put to death : and the apprehensions 
of Har&ii being thus laid at rest on that point, he no longer delayed 
to bring his account with the race of Baraiek to a close. In the lat- 
ter end of one hundred and eighty-six* he was engaged on another 
pilgrimage to Mekkah, inwhich he took care that Yaheya the minister^ 
and his four sons should all of them attend him. At Mekkah, when 
he had absolved himself of the obligations connected with the sacred 
visit, he caused the infant child of Abbasah to be brought before him. 
He was struck with the singular beauty of the little innocent, and 
with the strong resemblance which it bore to its mother. Neverthe- 
less he determined that it should die. ,But considering on calmer 
reflection that this helpless innocent was unconscious of offence, it 
was for the present spared. 

On his Return from Mekkah, Harilin availed himself of some occa- 
sion or other to make a halt of three days at a station near Aribaur, 
on the river Euphrates. On the last of those days, he invited the 
three brothers, Fazzel, and Jauffer, and MAssa, to his presence, and 
having caressed them with an appearance of extraordinary cordiality,. 
Jie dismissed them once more to their quarters, with rich KhelautSj 
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the customary dresses of honor. Similar marks of extraordinary kind- 
ness were bestowed upon their father Yaheya; so that the alarms 
which had been recently awakened in their minds were, by these 
means, in a great measure dispelled. When they assembled at 
afternoon prayers, Hariin observed to Jauffer, with his usual famili- 
arity, that he was determined that night to enjoy himself without 
restraint in the society of his women ; and that he should only dis- 
pense with his attendance on the express condition that he should 
be similarly employed. Jauffer retired to his quarters, and the 
Khalif withdrew, as he said he should, to the apartments of his 
women, and betook himself to his habitual indulgence in wine. In a 
little time he sent one of his domestics to inquire if Jauffer was 
engaged in the same harmless dissipation. Finding that such was 
not the case, the attendant appeared again with a message from 
Harun, urging him by the life of his master, to imitate his example 
without further delay ; for that his wine seemed deprived of all its 
zest, until he knew that his faithful Jauffer partook in the same 
enjoyments. Jauffer felt himself, at the same time, unaccountably 
alarmed, and averse to such a gratification ; and reluctantly with- 
drawing to his chamber, called for the exhilarating beverage. It hap- 
pened that he was attended by a favorite blind minstrel, of the name 
of Bouzgaur, to whom, after a few goblets, he could not forbear from 
communicating his apprehensions. The minstrel treated them as 
merely imaginarj’’; roused his master to banish them from his thoughts, 
and resume his usual cheerfulness. But Jauffer further declared, 
that he found it impossible to dispel the uneasiness which seemed to 
haunt him. About the hour of evening prayer, another messenger 
arrived from Harun with a present of nuts and sweetmeats for Jauffer, 
as a relish to his wine, from his own table. 

When midnight came, Harun quitted the apartments of his women, 
and withdrew to his own. Calling for Messrour the eunuch, 
his favorite and confidential domestic, he directed him to convey 
Jauffer to his tent ; where he was, without further preliminary, to 
strike off the head of that distinguished minister, and lay it in his 
presence. Messrour proceeded accordingly, and entering the apart- 
ment while Bouzgaur was singing some Arabic verses, stood sudden-- 
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A. H. I8fi. ly at the head of JaufFer, who started involuntarily at his appearance. 

A. D. 803. Yhe eunuch told him that he was summoned to attend the Khalif. 
Tarikii Jaulfer requested to know where he was to find him; and was 

^**'^'^* informed that he had just left the apartments of the women, and 

retired to his own. He then intreated that he might be permitted to 
withdraw for a moment to speak to the women of his family ; this 
last indulgence was withheld, Alessrour observing, that any instruc- 
tions which he had to communicate, might as well be delivered 
where he was. This he was accordingly constrained to do, after 
which he accompanied Alessrour to his tents, on entering which, 
the latter immediately drew his sword. Jautfer demanded that the 
Khalit’sinstructionsmightbe explained to him; and when this was com- 
plied with, cautioned the eunuch to beware how he carried into ex- 
ecution an order, which had evidently been given under the intlu- 
ence of wine and inebriety, lest when their sovereign should be 
restored to his recollection, it might be follow'ed by unavailing repen- 
tance and remorse. He further implored, by the memory of their 
past triendship, that he would return to the KhaJif’s presence, and 
require his final commands. Messrour yielded to these iiitreaties, 
and appeared before Harun, whom he found in the situation in 
which he had L?it him, expecting his return. “ Is this the head of 
“Jaulfer?” demanded Harun. “ Jauffer is at the door, my lord,” 
replied Alessrour with some trepidation; “1 wanted not Jaulfer,” said 
the tyrant sternly, “I wanted his head.” This was conclusive of 
the fate of the unhappy favorite. Alessrour immediately withdrew, 
and returned with the head of Jauffer, which was now laid at the 
feet of his ungrateful master. He was then directed by Harun to 
keep that head by him, until he should receive his further orders. In 
the mean time, he rvas enjoined to proceed without delay and secure the 
persons of Yaheya, his three sons, fazzel, Alahom.ned, and Alfissa, 
and his brother Alahommed the son of Ivhaled ; all of whom he 
^as immediately to convey to his quarters, and place under res- 
traint, seizing, without distinction, every article of property which 
b longed to them. These vindictive commands were carried into 
immediate and rigorous execution. The head of Jauffer was dis- 
patched the next day to be suspended to a gibbet, on the bridge of 
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Baghdy , as a memorial perhaps to the licentious inhabitants ; after A. H. IM; 
which Harun continued his journey to Rakkah. A. D. 803. 

Stripped of all their wealth and honors, Yaheya and bis brother 
Mahcmmed were condemned to languish under all the severities of 
the most rigorous confinement, until the former perished in his 
prison : when the survivor, whose estimable qualities were not inferior 
to those of any of his family, and rvhose irreproachable and blameless 
life was proof against every accusation of guilt, received his enlarge- 
ment. The other members of the race of Barmek remained in 
custody, under every circumstance of distress and deprivation, until 
the whole of their agents and dependants were properly secured ; 
not one who had ever, in any shape, been concerned with them 
being suffered to escape. The three surviving sons of Yaheya, 

Fazzel, Mahommed, and Mussa, were then conducted to the presence 
of Harun, when he ordered them to be butchered before his eyes. 

The infant children of Fazzel and JaufFer, with all their kindred, 
w’ere condemned to share their fate ; nor was a single individual of 
the whole family, hlahommed the son of Khaled alone excepted, 
destined to escape this furious and exterminating sweep. 

The execution of Jauffer Barraekky, which commenced this 
memorable manifestation of the effects of a tyrant’s displeasure, and 
which has been described \vith some variation by different authors, is 
stated to have taken place, near x^nbaur, on Saturday night, the first 
of Suffur, of the year one hundred and eighty seven.* Be this however 
as it may, the cold blooded and deliberate cruelty of Harun on the 
occasion hasdeservedly exposed his memory to the odium and execration 
of posterity. And yet those who reproach him the most, appear to 
allow that, if the story of his sister had not been interwoven in the 
piece, there were some ciicnmstances to be considered, by which he 
might perhaps have been justified in all he did. But, say they, 
when that melancholy fact intrudes itself into the relation, every 
circumstance connected with it, seems to recoil to his own dishonor. 

Had he conducted himself with a common degree of patience or 
moderation, the story would have been forgotten with the ordinary 
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A. H. 187. occurrences of the day; it would hare been know'n, perhaps, only 
^ to a few of his contemporaries. Whereas by the self-degradation 
Tankii ^vhich attended the act, and the extreme rigor to which he carried 
Tebij, vengeance, it will be propagated from one to another to the end 
of time ; it will he read and recognized as something the very 
reverse of what should distinguish the conduct of the man of prudence 
and sound discretion. And in truth, it is observed that, on the 
extermination of the Barmecides, the afiairs of Harun fell into 
immediate and irretrievable confusion. Treason, revolt, and rebellion 
assailed him in different pa;ts of the empire. He felt himself from 
disease unequal to the cares of government ; and he expiated, by a 
tardy and unavailing regret, his unfeeling cruelty to the lamented 
race of Barmek. 

Kbolaussut- To conclude this sketch of the splendid career, and miserable 
til-akbbaur. catastrophe, of a family so celebrated, perhaps we may be permitted 
to introduce, without an apology, the following observation derived 
from another source. Among the extraordinary occurrences which 
it has fallen to my lot to transcribe, says the author of the work to 
which we refer, that which I am about to mention is perhaps, not 
the least singular, or deserving our consideration. On some occa- 
sion or other, a certain historian relates, that he had an opportunity 
of consulting a register or memorandum of Hardnrashid’s expenditure. 
In this, under a single date, he found recorded an article of that 
monarch’s munificence to Jauffer the son of Yaheya, that patron of 
excellence alone, which in gold and silver, in rich apparel and car-? 
peting, spices, and perfumes, amounted to the value of thirty millions 
of dirhems.* This may enable us to form some conception of the 
extent of Harin’s liberality to this distinguished family, while they 
enjoyed the sun-sliine of his favor. Alas !■ continues the same his- 
torian, in the very next page, I could not but remark, that the 
comparatively trifling sum of fourteen dinaurs, and half a daunkah,f 
sufficed to provide thebitumen and combustibles, necessary to consume 
the bones of the same Jauffer, so long and igaominiously suspended 
to a gibbet at Baghdad. 

• At the lowest calculation, 687,h00/. f About 6l. It. 6<fc. 
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We are already apprized of the method adopted by Ally the A. H. 
IVIahanite, to avert the punishment due to his tyranny and exactions 
in the government of Khorassaun. The variety and splendour of the 
presents with which, on that occasion, he contrived to disarm the 
justice of Harun, seem not less to have excited his astonishment. 

Of his minister, Yaheya, some time before his disgrace, he had accord- 
ingly demanded with an air of reproach, where they had hitherto 
contrived to conceal the wealth of Khorassaun ; of that province which 
had been committed for so many years to the management of his 
sons ? That virtuous statesman told him, without disguise, that the 
tiches which appeared to dazzle the attention of his sovereign, were 
the property of his subjects, wrested from them by the violence of 
their governor ; and that if he could conceive his master so dis- 
posed, it would not be difficult to produce him twice as .much from the 
opulent inhabitants alone, of any single city in his dominions. 

The hint however produced no impression upon Harun ; Ally was 
sent back to his government with undiminished powers ; and remov- 
ing the seat of his authority to Balkh, he proceeded to decorate that 
city with his numerous palaces ; and on thelands in the neighbourhood, 
which he had forcibly taken from the proprietors, he laid the foun- 
dation of the extensive and contiguous village of Ally-abad. A 
continuance of the same oppressive and arbitrary proceedings, 
produced from the inhabitants of Khorassaun fresh complaints 
against the tyranny of their oppressor: their agent representing to 
Harfin on this occasion, that his lieutenant had accumulated such 
enormous w^ealth by his exactions, as to make it a serious question, 
whether he would not even treat an order of recal from his sovereign 
with contempt and defiance. In consequence ofthese reprraentations 
the Khalif proceeded in person to Rey, or Rai, having previously dis- 
dispatched an order to require the attendance of the governor of Khoras- 
saun. The latter again put in practice the expedient from which he 
had before derived so much advantage. He hastened to meet his 
sovereign at Rey, and by sacrificing to the monarch, and the principal 
members of his court, a part of the fruit of his numerous exactions, 
once more succeeded in eluding the punishment due to his crimes ^ 
wd he was again suffered to return to his government with impunity. 
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A.H.I8*-190, Subsequent to his journey to Rey on this occasion, according to 
A .D. 803-806. the authority, which at present serves to guide us, we are to notice 
Tarikh the hostilities in which Harun was engaged with the Greek emperor, 
Tebrj. ^xicephorusl.) who probably took advantage of his absence, to make 
some threatening movements towards the territory of the Mosslems. 
“With an army of one hundred thousand men, Harun advanced to 
oppose and punish the aggression ; and in a triumphant campaign, 
during which he is said to have reduced no small number of the 
principal towns of his antagonist, he succeeded in compelling him to 
a treaty of peace ; by which the representative of the Caesars engaged 
himselfto pay to the Mussulman an annual tribute of three hundred 
thousand diiiaurs,* and to abstain for the future from encroaching on 
his frontier. On the faith of this engagement, Harun had withdrawn 
into western Irak ; but the cold season setting in with unusual 
severity, and the Greek emperor conceiving unfortunately that the 
troops of the Khelaufut would be unable to brave the winter snows 
of Mount Taurus, perfidiously broke the treaty, and again assailed 
the Mahommedan boundary. Nevertheless, on intelligence of this 
wanton violation ofengagements, Harun immediately retraced liissteps ; 
and in the territory of the Greek, signalized his vengeance by the 
capture and destruction of many of his noblest cities. The aggres* 
sor was compelled to renew the treaty not improbably on terms of 
aggravated humiliation, while the victorious Hariin was thus enabled 
to revisit his capital of Rakkah, with additional triumph. But 
wherefore he received the appellation of Lejuje, or litigious, which 
IS conferred upon him on this occasion, we do uot immediately com- 
prehend ; unless indeed, as wmuld better accord with circumstances, 
the term might be equally understood to imply the confounder. 
The hostilities thus transiently noticed, have, at the same time, 
been referred, by other authorities,'!' ®De hundred and 

ninety ; when the revolt of Raulfia the son of Laith, the grandson 
of Nusser Seyaur, at Samarkand, threatening to extend itself into 
Khorassaun, seemed in that quarter to have created sullicient 
employment for the attention of Hartin. At all events, this is a 
subject to which the course of the narrative now conducts us,, 
*137,800/, flibolausittt-ul-atbbaur. 
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Possessed of a conspicuous and respectable station amoncf the 
troops of Samarkand, and at the same time of a handsome and grace- ^ 
ful person, this man, the descendant of so celebrated a grandsire, is 
accused of having devoted himself for the most part to the seducing 
society of women, and the no less enervating indulgence of a habit 
of drinking. In his intercourse with the other sex, he happened to 
contract a violent attachment for the wife of Taheva the son of Aish- 
auth, whose father ■was the Moulai, or freedman of Haruii. The 
lady, as an expedient to absolve herself from her present connubial 
engagement, 'was prevailed upon, by the advice of her paramour, to 
profess a temporary apostacy from her religion ; and having thus 
qualified herself for a divorce, she again recanted, and w’as immedi- 
ately espoused by the son of Laith. An account of the scandalous 
transaction being however conveyed to Harun, that prince transmit- 
ted his orders to the governor of Khorassaun, to inflict some ade- 
quate punishment upon Rauffia the son of Laith; to commit him to 
prison ; and to separate him from his adulterous wife, whom he was to 
expose through the streets of Samarkand, with her face blackened, 
and riding upon an ass. The execution of these orders devolved 
upon Suliman the son of Hamid, the subordinate governor of Samar- 
kand, who accordingly imprisoned Rauffia, and took from him the 
woman ; but forbore to inflict any further punishment or disgrace 
upon the offenders. Shortly afterwards Rauffia escaped from his 
prison, and came to Balkh ; where he contrived to conceal himself, 
until Ally the son of Eissa was prevailed upon, by some means or 
other, to grant him his pai’don. He then returned to Samarkand ; 
but finding that he could not, otherwise, openly contract himself to 
the object of his passion, he entered into a conspiracy with some 
persons clandestinely disaff ected to the government, and putting Sali- 
naan the son Hmnid to death, became complete master of the city ; 
the whole of the inhabitants immediately uniting in support of the 
usurpation. The revolter availed himself of the earliest moment of 
power to announce his reunion to the woman of his affection. 

The lieutenant of Khorassaun, wfliose intolerable tyranny, together 
with the multiplied extortion of his agents, had greatly contributed 
to hasten the insurrection, first dispatched his son Eissa, with a 
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A. H. 190. competent force to reduce the Samarkandians to their duty : but as 
these troops were defeated, and their commander killed by Rauffia 
Tarikh gf j.jjg insurgents, he found it at last necessary to march in 

person into Ti-ansoxiana, where he experienced a similar discomfiturf^, 
though he contrived to escape with disgrace and loss to Merh. The 
insurrection had hythis time extended toBhlkh, where the inhabitants 
hadrisen, and massacred the deputy of theMahanite, and plundered his 
palace, with that of his father. The insurgents declared at the same 
time, that although they disclaimed, and would oppose the author- 
ity of Ally the son of Eissa, their attachment to Harun continued 
unimpaired. They accordingly dispatched an express to announce to 
that prince the situation of affairs, and to explain to him without 
disguise, that, though they conceived the recal of his lieutenant 
indispensably necessary, he was become so formidable in his resources 
of men and treasure, that the most dangerous resistance was to be 
expected; unless the measure was brought about with as much 
mildness, and as little appearance of violence as possible. 

"When these advices A\ere communicated to Harun, he was 
immediately convinced of the necessity of at once guarding against 
such an untoward contingency, and of affording redress to the injur- 
ies of his people ; and he appears to have proceeded on the occasion 
with unusual and singular circumspection. He sent for the veteran 
Harethmah, and announced to him that he was about to employ 
him on a service of great importance; the success of which depended 
so much on inviolable secrecy, that if he suspected even the shirt 
upon his body to be aw'are of it, he was immediately to cast it off. 
After awaking his attention by this curious preliminary, the Khalif 
proceeded to inform him that, though it was for cogent reasons 
to be kept a profound secret, he was going to send him at the head 
of an army to take possession of the government of Khorassaun : and 
as there existed some apprehension, if the design transpired, that 
Ally the son of Eissa might be induced to forsake his allegiance, 
and oppose his march, he was to circulate among the army a report 
that he was proceeding to the assistance of that chief, in the war in 
which he was engaged, with Rauffia the son of Laith, and the 
insurgents in Soghdiana 5 that he was to write to Ally the son of 



Eissa a letter announcing', tbat such was the design ; and that he 
was not to furnish the slightest intimation of the truth, until he 
arrived at Meru. He was then to secure the person of this obnoxious 
governor ; to seize all of his property th'dt he could lay hands on, and 
send it to court. After which he was to detain him with fetters on 
his legs, while proclamation was made that all those who had suftered 
by his exactions might have an opportunity, by the necessary proofs, 
to establish their claim to restitution ; which, if he presumed to 
withhold, he was to be further put to the torture, until the fruits of 
his unjust and iuquitoiis spoliations, should have been taken from 
him to the very last article. 

Further to disguise the object wbicli be had in view, the Khalif 
summoned an assembly of the people, to whom he explained in 
detail, the situation of Samarkand, and the rebellious proceeding of 
the son of Laith ; and that iir consequence of this rebellion, and of 
an application from Ally the Mahanite, for a reinforcement of troops, 
he was about to dispatch to his assistance a powerful division of his 

• army, the command of which he destined for his servant Hai’ethmah, 
He next authorized that general to make a selection of twenty thou- 

• sand men from the flower of his troops, which, by the letters to the 
Mahanite, he gave him to understand, were immediately to proceed 
to his assistance. In the mean time, in order that the circumstance 
might continue to all but themselves an entire secret, the Khalif 
drew up forHarethmah in his own hand writing, his commission for 
the government of Khorassaun. With the commission he also wrote 
three letters. One addressed to the troops of the province, calling 
upon them to put themselves under the orders of Harethmah ; ano- 
ther to the inhabitants in general, to the same purpose ; and the third 
to Ally the son of Eissa, charging him to resign his authority, to the 
person whom he had sent to supersede him. The latter was conceived 
in the following terms. “ Thou son of a profligate mother ! after ail 
** that I have done for thee; after raising thee from an obscure soldier 
“ of my guards, to. authority and eminence j after conferring upon 

thee the important government of Khorassaun, contrary .to the 
‘‘united declaration of my ministers, that it was an employment, 

with which it was improper to trust thee ; the compensation whidi 
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A. R. 190-isi. thou hast made me, has been to tyrannize over thy brother iMussul- 
A. D. 906-807. ti |];)aus, and to bereave me of the hearts of my people. Know then 
Tankh a j jj.jyg ggjjj- ffarethmah, not io assisl ihec, ))ut to bind thee in 
“ chains ; to take from thee thy ill acquired wealth, and to bring thy 
agents to a strict account of their conduct. To demand from thee 
that property of which thou hast unjustly despoiled the i\Io.ssh'ms, 
“ and to compel thee to restore to the sufferers, all tiuvt to wiiich 
“ they shall be sble to c.stab]ish their claim. To him therefore thou 
“ wilt resign thy autliority, and him at thy peril thou art to obey in 
“ ail that he shall tell thee.” These letters, together with his com- 
mission, were put into the hands of Harethmali, who proceeded in 
due time on his march into Khorassauu. Bnt to prevent the possi- 
bility of connivance, or of collusion between these two powerful 
generals, the expedition was accompanied by Amein, or as Ise 
has been otherwise called, Redja, one of Harun’s confidential domes- 
tics ; who was employed as a bridle, or check, upon the proceedings 
of Hhrethmah. 

Having advanced to the other side of Key, or Rai, Harcthraah no 
longer delayed to write, as he had been instructed to do, to apprize 
the hlahanite that he was coming, by the orders of their sovereign, 
with a powerful reinforcement to his aid.- On his arrival at Nfeysha- 
pur. he stationed one of his oliicor.«, u ith a considerable garrison, in 
command of that city, insfruciing him however to give it out in the 
.neighborhood that he was immediately to follow his general; never- 
■the less he wms not to quit that station until he was a.ssiu’ed that he 
had entered Meru. fMrethmah proceeded next to Serkhes, 
and ultimately to Merfl, without experiencing the smallest 
opposition ; the Mahanite very peaceably appearing at the gates of 
that city to receive him. The two chiefs entered the town together 
■most amicably, vying with each other in mutual concessions of pre- 
cedence and respect ; and in this friendly kind of contest they 
continued until they reached the palace of government, into which 
' they both retired ; the troops of Hhrethmah remaining however 'on 
horseback, without quitting their saddles. When they had partaken 
together of the repast which had been provided for them, the Mkhan* 
.ate accosted' his..guest with a proposal that,- now they were in a con« 



'Tenient place, they might as well enter upon the business which had .1 
brought him to Merh. “ The commander of the faithful,” observed t 
Harethmah, “ hath charged me with a Ifetter which I am to deliver 
“ thee.” Then calling him on one side,, with his secretary,* he drew 
from his bosom the letter of Hurun, which he now presented to him. 
The Mahanite unclosed the important packet, apparently without 
perturbation ; but when he cast his eyes on tlie appellation of Ebea 
ulZaimiah,oftspringof an impure mother, by which hew'as addressed 
at the head of the letter, a sudden tremor seized his hands. He 
summoned however sufficient resolution to peruse it through; only 
remarking, with some bitterness, that the opprobrious epithet applied 
to him was but too justly merited, since he had suffered himself to 
he thus tfdnely surprised, under his own roof, in a manner that was 
alone worthy of themost profligate and abandoned class of society ; after 
which he reoigned himself without theslightest resistance to his bonds. 
The person of his predecessor thus quietly secured, Harethmah 
proceeded without delay to execute the further commands of his 
sovereign; which, with equal cheerfulness and gratitude, both the 
troops and inhabitants of the province hastened to obey. In th^ 
cathedral mcisque of Meru, clay after day, was the Mahanite com- 
pelled before the whole people, to attend with fetters on his legs, 
until entire '•estitution had been made to every individual who had 
suffered from his unjust and tyrannical exactions. After all, there 
remained, as w^e shall see by and by, a prodigious surplus, to he con- 
veyed to the imperial exchequer. In the mean time, while 
Harethmah was employed in enforcing justice against this degraded 
proconsular, the affairs of Rauffia acquired at Samarkand a most 
Jbrmidable ascendancy ; the whole of Mauwerunneher, the country 
beyond the Oxus so called, having now united to acknowledge his 
authority. -The new governor of Khorassaun therefore conceived it 
imprudent to adventure beyond the Jeyhun, where his orders were 
set at nought ; and he contented himself accordingly for the present, 
with writing to acquaint his master, with this adverse posture of 
things. It was on such a report, that Harfiin now determined to 
■proceed in person into Khorassaun. 

*Me5ieDger rather, S4helK-bilndd» 
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A. H. TTe are now brought to the concluding year of the reign of this 

A. D. C07-E()8. celel)rtited monarch. But before we accompany him on his journey 
Kholaujsuf- jjjfg Khorassaun, where the angel of death awaited his arriral, w« 
ul-stbl)aur. however it may expose us to the charge of credulity, forbear 

to describe from the Kholauasut-ul-akhbaur, an incident, which, in 
in the course of one lmndrcd and ninety-two, is stated to have occa- 
sioned an estraordinaiy degree of perturbation in the mind of 
Harun ; and which the autlsor of that history professes to relate iu 
the words of Jebreil tlie son of Yekshua, or Joshua, the chief pliysi* 
cian of that prince. The physician was iii attendance at Rakkah on 
the person of his sovereign; and repairing one morning as usual to the 
presence, to make the customary inquiry into his health, found the 
Khalif labouring under evident and extreme discomposure of raind# 
Yekhshua, with the iiecessary submissionfproceeded to intreat that the 
cause of this apparent disquietude might be explained to him, in 
order that, if it arose from bodily ailment, all the skill j of which 
he was master,' might oe exerted to remove it; but if it was occasi- 
oned by any circumstan.ee of public misfortune or disappointment, 
he called upon him to divest himself of an over anxious solicitude; 
for that heaven would doubtless vindicate him against all tlie 
malicious designs of his enemies. The Khalif told him in reply, that 
the uneasiness which had attracted his observation was not occasi- 
cned by either of the circumstances to which he alluded, but by a 
fearful dream which’ had occurred to him the night before. The 
physician then,embracingtlrefeetofhismaster, endeavoured to convince 
him of the inutility, or absurdity, of suffering himself to be so much 
depressed, by that which could be nothing more than an ordinary resu It 
ofthe fumes of indigestion.”. “ lYhatever was the cause” said Hanui, 
“ I will describe to thee what presented ’ itself to my imagination, 
Methought I perceived an arm suddenly extend itself from beneath 
“my pillow, holding in the palm of the hand a quantity of red 
“ earth, while a voice addressed me in the following words. Harun ! 

“ behold this handful of earth ; it is that in which they are about to 
“ bury thee. I demanded to know where I was destined to find my * 
grave, and the voice replied with awful brevity, at Tfisse ; when 
“the arm immediately disappearing,. I awoke.“ The physidai 
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oliserved that such a confused phantasm was but little capable of A. H. 
interpretation ; he however concluded, that when his sovereign fell 80 ^-o 0 8 » 
asleep, his thoughts were engaged on the state of Khorassaun, and 
the rebellious proceedings of Rauffia the son Laith ; the Khalif 
acknowledged that so far, he was not mistaken in his conjecture. 

The physician then prescribed to him, to devote the day to' mirth and 
pleasure, assuring him that these melancholy impressions would by 
such an expedient, be possibly dispelled. Hariin availed himself of his 
arlvice ; gave directions for some splendid entertainment, and after a 
short time the dream 'W'as altogether forgotten. 

The dispatches of Harethmah, to which we have recently had 
occasion to allude, had announced to Hariin that, after possessing TarikliTebiyi 
himself of the whole of Mauwerunneher, the insurgent RaulSa had 
since advanced from Samarkand, and established himself at Bokhara; 
which seems to have ultimately decided the Khalif in his resolution 
■to proceed in person into Khorassaun. For that purpose, about the 
middle of one hundred and ninety-two, he left Rakkah, and came to 
Baghdy . Here he disclosed his design of leaving Mahommed Amein 
in the government ; furnishing him with abundant admonition to 
administer strict justice to thepeople,and to the army, which he should 
consign to his care. His other son Kaussem, entitled Mutemmen, 
he dispatched to Mossul, to superintend the territory allotted to him 
in that quarter, in his former distribution of the empire. But with 
r^pect to MSmuti, his first born, though not his favorite son, that 
3'oung prince had created for himself a most able and prudent coun- 
sellor, in his Mowlhi, or freedman, Fazzel the son of Sohel ; whom 
from original magianism, he had, by his own exertions converted to 
the doctrines of the Korhn. By this person, who was become the 
secretary of his master, hlamun was urged to solicit his father’s per- 
mission to accompanj’' him ; “ if once yon sufifer your father to 
depart without you, I can venture to predict,” said Fazzel, “ that 
“ he will exclude you from your inheritance.” In concurrence with 
these suggestions, Mamun solicited and obtained, his father’s consent 
to accompany the expedition. 

At this period Harun had been attacked by some lingering 
^isorder^ which appears to have baffled the skill of his ablest physi- 



<t.H.i92-lS3. clan, the Yekhshiia recently mentioned, who was probably ft 
A. D. 807-808. jjj thgse circumstances he is said to have dispatched from 

Tarikh Neherwaun, and by the Arabian or sea ofOmman, an envoy, accoin- 
panied with numerous presents, into Hind&staun ; to represent to the 
monarch of that country, with whom he was probably in correspon- 
dence, that with a distant journey to perform, he was afflicted by 
a cruel and painful malady ; and to request as a particular favor, that 
his physician Manekbah, (or some such name) might be sent to 
attend him into Khorassaun ; promising, on the faith of a prince, 
that he should be permitted to return to his country, immediately 
on his arrival at Bhlkh. In due time the Indian physician arrived 
in compliance with this request; and having prescribed to his imper- 
ial patient, with considerable success, the latter found himself 
sufficiently recovered to proceed, through the passes of Hulwaun> 
to the station of Kerraanshyian, From this place, after causing 
the army to acknowledge afresh their allegiance to Mainun, he 
sent that prince with a considerable part of his force, on towards 
Khorassaun ; with instructions to proceed to Meru, in which he 
was to establish his head quarters; and from thence to detach 
Harethmah across the Jeyhun. to give battle to RaiilTia and the 
insurgents of Mauwerunneher. He, at the same time, gave his ser- 
vant Fazzel, the son of Sohel, the appointment of Vezzeii to the 
■j'oung prince. Mhmun accordingly hastened to Meru, and in con- 
formity to his father’s commands, sent Harethmah to combat the 
enemies of his authority on the other side the Oxus. 

Not long afterwards Harfin proceeded toRey ; from thence to Kpu- 
jniss,and ultimately toGuig-an.orJdrjan; where Ids complaint, though 
by no means entirely removed, is still represented to have assumed 
a favorable appearance. At the same place the iniquitous and de- 
graded governor of Khorassaun was conducted to his presence, with 
the fruits of his accumulated extortions ; amounting in specie only, 
■lau’d gold and silver plate, to the sum of of eight millions of dirhems,* 
'exclusive .of the contents, of his wardrobe, and other repositories, which 
in linens, and rich brocade or cloth of gold, were calculated .at fifteen 
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liundred camel-loads. He was conve3'ed hy the Kliallf’s orders, 
under the same circumstances of disgrace and degradation, with fetters 
on his legs, to Baghdad, where Mahommed Amein was further di- 
rectedto keep him in close confinement. And in that state he con- 
tinued, until at a subsequent period, as will be seen hereafter, Ul 
Amein thought proper to set him at large. In the mean time the 
disorder of Harun relapsing upon him with aggravated severity, it 
wms recommended to him, as early as possible to remove to the city 
of Tusse, or Toosse, as possessing a more salubrious air than that 
of Gbrgan; and he accordingly artived in the former place, in the 
■course of the month of Suffur,* 

About the same period that Harun left Gurgaii on this occasion, 
Haretbraah crossed the Jeyhuii, and advanced to the gates of Bok- 
hara. In the neighborhood of that city he engaged and defeated 
the insurgents, under Besheir the son of Laith, the brother of their 
chief, who fell a prisoner into the hands of the conqueror. The 
unfortunate captive was immediately conveyed to Mamon at Merii, 
and by him forwarded to Tusse, to receive his doom from Harun, who 
Was now hastening to the concluding scene of iite. When the pris- 
oner was brought into the presence of that monarch, he was addressed 
by him in the bitterest terms of reproach, for the pain and incon- 
venience to which he had been driven by the malignant conduct of 
himself and his brother. “ Thou adversary of God,” said the Khaiif, 
“ by thy malice and of that Rhaumil of a brother of thine,” whose 
name he thus inverted, Rhaumil implying base, in opposition to 
Rauffia, which signifies exalted, “ in subverting my authority ip 

Khorassaun, have I been compelled in the last state of sickness 
“ and debility, to undertake this distant and painful journey. By 
“ him, that created Harun, thou shalt perish by a death so dreadful 
“ and exemplary, that in its agonies it shall infinitely surpass all 
“ former precedent.” He then called for the executioner, and ordered 
“ him totake his knife and dissect the wretched prisoner, limb from 
limb. Which was accordingly done, every member and joint of lys 
■body being tlius alternately separated, and .piece by piece, .to the 
jpumber of fourteen, laid before Harfin. . 

* Deiefiiber, A. .D. 808. 
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A. H. 193. The physician Yekhshua, is here again introduced to relate, that 
when the execution of Besheir was over, Harnn fell into a swoon ; 

Kholaiissut- ]^^|. recovering shortly afterw’ar s, h' addressed himself to that phy- 
sician in extreme apparent agitation, and asked him if he did not re- 
collect the dream which had occurred to him at Rakkah ; for his 
own part, it could not escape him, that he was now at Tusse ; the 
very soil in which it had been predicted to him that he should find 
his grave. With this he desired his favorite domestic Messrour to 
bring him a sample of the native earth of the country. The faithful 
attendant brought him accordingly what he demanded ; but presenting 
it to his sovereign, with his naked arm extended, the monarch imme- 
diately exclaimed “ behold the am and the earth, precisely as they 
“appeared in my dream \” And the circumstance adding considerably 
to the agitation which had already taken possession of his mind, he 
survived this period only three days. 

TaiikhTelr-, At such a crisis his two physicians, Yekhshua and the Indian 
M^nekbah, unfortunately disputed as to the method of treating lii.5 
complaint ; and it is stated, that the conseriuence was some fatal mis- 
take, which is not explained. At all events the monarch had con- 
demned Y ekhshua to immediate death, but was prevailed upon by his 
intreaties to spare him until the morrow. The Indian who happened 
to be present on the occasion, immediately left the apartment, and 
told some of thc'attendants, with a sarcastic smile, that the monarch 
had suffered himself to be outwitted by the man of medicine : since 
as he could not survive the night, there was little to apprehend from, 
the execution of tomoiTOW. This foreigner was at a subsequent 
period, according to promise, allowed to proceed to Bklkh, and from 
thence returned in safety to his native country. 

The death of Harunrashid is recorded to have taken place at mid- 
night, on Saturday the third of the last Jummaudy of the year one 
hundred and ninety-three,* at the age of forty-five, and after possessing 
the throne of the Khalifs for a period of twm and twenty years, six 
months, and seventeen days. He was buried on the spot on which 
ie breathed his last, the same that was afterwards distinguished by 
the mausoleum of Imaum Ally Ruzza ; his son Salah performing 
the last solemn duties over his, grave. . 

* March SSid, A, D, 809 » 
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In his person Harun is described to have been of a fair complexion, 
with an engaging countenance ; his hair growing in natural ringlets, 
and at the period of his dissolution beginning to turn grey. Of his 
character, the preceding pages must furnish our best illustration ; 
though his praises have been the theme of many a poet. He is 
said to have had by his difierent wives and women, thirteen sons 
and either four or fourteen daughters. Of his sons, three of 
whom successively swayed the sceptre of the Khelaufut, Zobaidah 
was the mother of Araein, Merjan of Mamun, and Mauredah or 
Muraudah, that of Mutaussem. After the disgrace of the family of 
Barmek, he bad conferred the dignity of the Vizzaurut upon Fazzel 
the son of Rabbeia, and Issmbl the son of Sebbeiah served him as 
private secretary. 

Of his consorts, it is almost superfluous to add, that the favorite 
and most esteemed was the celebrated Zobaidah, the grand daughter 
of the Rhaliful Munsiir; whose transcendent graces of person and 
mind, appear to have established an unbounded influence over the 
affections of Harun. She is said to have founded, or perhaps more 
properly, to have rebuilt the city of Tebreiz, otherwise Tauris. 
And, although we cannot immediately trace from whence we derive 
such a tribute to her memory,* she is represented to have elsewhere 
erected numerous charitable and useful works, which she left as 
monuments of the liberal and benevolent purposes, to which she had 
applied the unlimited bounties of her husband ; but best of all, she 
left the imperishable fame of her virtues, as a permanent incentive 
to the women of the east, to emulate her glorious example. 


t. H. 1§3. 
A.D.807. 

Tarikh * 
Tebry. 


* It is probably taken from theTaflkb ghzeidi^. 
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CHAP. III. 

T he death of Harunrashid being announced at Baghdad, about 
the middle of the second Jummaudy,* the denizens of that 
metropolis hastened in all their gradations to submit to tlie authority of 
his son ITl Amein B’illah, xAbh Mussa Mahomined, the sixth, in 
order of the Khalifs of the house of Abbas. The same submission is 
here stated to have been claimed for him, from the pulpit of the 
Imaumut at Meru, by his brother Mamun, as soon as the information 
reached that prince that their father was no more; so that matters 
for a time proceeded between the two brothers with apparent 
harmony ; but these smiling appearances were destined to be too 
speedily exchanged for the forbidding frowns of rival animosity. 

Some time previous to bis dissolution it would appear that Ilariin 
had expressly signified, both to his son Salah and to Fazzel the son 
of Rabbeia his minister, that the whole of the army which had 
accompanied him to Tuss, together with all the treasure and effects 
of every description on the spot, must be considered to have devolved 
to Ul Mamun ; since the full share of his paternal inheritance had 
been already assigned to Ul Amein. On the other hand, as soon as it 
was understood that on their arrival at Kermanshahin, his father 
had detached Ul Mamiin in advance towards Khorassaun; and sub- 
sequently that he lay seriously indisposed at Tdss, Ul Amein pro- 
ceeded to select from among his followers a person of the name of 
Bukker the son of Meyakker, to be the bearer of three letters, 
addressed respectively to his brothers Mamun, and Salah, and to the 
minister Fazzel. In that which he destined for Ul Mamun, he called 
upon him to require in his behalf the allegiance of the province, and 
* April 6th or 8th, A. D. 899. 

t Dei gr*ti4 fidelis. It will be sufficient to remark once for all, that at their accession 
the Khahfs of the house of Abbas assumed these and similar titles expressive of their faiih^ 
hope, or confidence in God, 
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further to conduct himself with a strict regard to the principles of A. H. 
justice in all his proceedings. And with respect to Salah and Fazzel, A. P- 8 »j 9 . 
they were instructed on their part, as soon as Mam^n had secured 
for bis brother the allegiance of the army at Tuss, to conduct them 
without delay to Baghdad^ together with the whole of the departed 
monarch’s treasure and effects, without exception. Having ingeni- 
ously concealed these letters in the bottom of a chest; U1 Amein 
took the person, whom he proposed to employ on this occasion, into 
the retired part of his palace, and there communicated the nature of 
the trust which he was about to confide to his discretion. He in- 
structed Lim that he was to repair to the presence of Harun, to whom 
he was to represent, if interrogated on the subject, that he had been 
deputed by his son, to convey to him a daily report of the state of 
his father’s health; but that he was in no circumstance of extremity 
or coercion, to acknowledge that he W'as in charge of any letters, while 
Harhn was alive. 

On his arrival at Tuss, where the late Khalif was then languish- 
ing under the disorder w'hich terminated his existence, the agent of 
U1 Amein had, as was foreseen, been rigorously scrutinized as to the 
object of his journey ; and had successfully resisted both stripes and 
the torture without a disclosure of the secrets of his trust. Being 
however set at large on the death of Harun, he tlien produced his 
letters, that for Mainun being immediately transmitted to Merh ; 
while Fazzel the sonofRabbeia hastened, without loss of time, to 
secure for U1 Amein the allegiance of the army on the spot ; after 
which he dispatched one of the domestics of the deceased monarch 
w'ith his staff and ring, to announce to that prince at the same time 
the death of his father, and the measures which had been taken to 
establish his interest in that quarter. This intelligence was commu- 
nicated to U1 Amein on a Wednesday, although it was not thought 
coi-vonient to make it public until the Friday following ; when he 
annourcod it to the assembled people, inviting them at the same 
time to do him immediate homage as the sole successor to the throne 
fi the Khalifs. He was seconded in this application by his uncle 
Suliixan with all the desired effect; the whole of the troops and the 
inhabitants in general of Baghdad, submitting to his authority, with- 
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A. H. 198. out hesitation. The next day the army was remunerated by a- 
A- P- »<>!>■ distribution of accession money to a liberal amount, and by an advance 
Tarikh subsistance atone payment. The minister, Fazzel, had 

received his previous instructions to make from his father’s treasure 
a similar distribution to the army at Tuss, when they should have 
pledged their allegiance in his favor; after which they were to be 
conducted to Baghdad. 

U1 Mamun on his part, although sufficiently apprized of the recent 
ei'ents, and of the measures pursued by his brother in order to appro- 
priate to himself the whole of what had been left by their corannon 
father, forbore for the present to oppose any obstacle to his designs ; 
his attention being, to all appearance, more immediately directed to 
hasten the termination of the war, in which Harethinah was still 
actively engaged with Rauffia and the insurgents in Soghdiana. 
But Hkethmah having carried his victories to the gates of Samar- 
kand, the rebel chief was there, soon afterwards, closely invested ; and 
being in a short time compelled to accept of such terms as his besieger 
thought proper to dictate, was by him securely conveyed to the 
presence of Ul Maniiin. Studious in the mean time to establish his 
power on the firmest basis, that prince availed himself of every 
occasion, to diffuse to every part of Khorassaun the benevolent 
influence of a just and impartial government; and to set in his 
own person an example to the delegates of his authority, it was 
his daily practice, seated on a coarse carpet, to give public audience 
to his people in the cathedral mosque of Aleru ; where, surrounded 
by the most skilful lawyers and divines, he directed a considerable 
portion or time and attention to redress the injuries and heal the 
differences of those whose destiny had been committed to his charge. 
In short, whether in the distribution of justice, in the regulation of 
his expenditure, or in the exercise of any other branch of administra- 
tion, every thing was conducted under his own personal inspection 
and controul. He finally secured the permanent attachment of 
Khorassaun, by remitting to the inhabitants a whole year’s revenue. 
Neither was it omitted on his part to cultivate a friendly understand- 
ing, in appear mce at b'ast, with Ul Amein; to whom he dispatched 
an embassy, withspknaid presents in horses, arms and slaves, and all 
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that was rare and costly, to convey to him every outward expression A. H. ise. 
of regard, if not of submission to his authority. 

But while his brother was exhibiting this laudable example of good 
government in Khorassaun, Ul Amein at Baghdad, entirely devoted 
to his amusements, and an inordinate rage for building, had long 
since committed the concerns of his people to the management of 
his minister Fazzel, from whom he had recently received such sub- 
stantial proofs of attachment. Of himself, UI Amein was, however, 
little disposed to proceed to the extremity of depriving Ul ilamuu 
of the province consigned to him by his father ; this being a measure 
to which he was only impelled by the suggestions of his minister, 
whose views were perhaps directed with no slight solicitude to 
screen himself, by all the methods he could devise, against the 
resentment of that prince. For he had good reason to apprehend 
that if Ul M^umn should ever arrive atsupreme power, strict account 
would be required of the treasure and effects, which, contrary to 
the dying instructions of Haviin, he had undertaken to convey to 
Ul Amein ; and which had, it now appears, been estimated at the 
sum of one hundred millions of dirhems.* To avert therefore this 
dreaded contingency, Fazzel contriv’’ed in the first place, in the 
Khotbah, to confine the title of Ameir id Moumenein, or 
sovereign of the faithful, separately to Ul Amein; while that 
of simple Ameir and presumotive heir to the Khelaufut, was thought 
sufficient for UI Mamiin and his brother ilutummen : a distinction 
which w'as studiously extended to the legends on the coinage, 
and to the mottos usually attached to the imperial equipage, 

Having secured these preliminary arrangements, his influence was 
next exerted to persuade his master that since providence had be- 
stowed upon him a child ofhisowm, in the infant Mussa, at this 
period only two years old, the succession ought, in natural justice, 
to descend to him in preference to all the wmrld; because w here there 
is a son, however under age, a brother’s claims become as nothing. 

He therefore urged the immediate and positive exclusion of IT 
Maiuun. Ul Amein objecting however the repugnance which he 
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A. H. IPS. felt to cancel the arrangements of his father in this respect, Fazzel 
D- SOP, contended, that although in a moment of injudicious liberality the 
Tarikii fieparted monarch might have been led into such an arrangement, 
it was to be recollected, that long before .Mamun had been declared his 
associate in the empire, the allegiance of the people had been required 
for ri Amein ; and that this previous engagement was paramount to 
all others. Ey these and similar arguments Ul Amein was u.timately 
brought to coincide with the views of his minister, and to adopt 
the final resolution of degrading both his brothers from authority* 
It appears to have been carried into immediate execution against 
Mutummen, who was removed from Mossule to Baghdad without 
difficulty, and his government assigned to another person, in the 
early part of the year one hundred and ninety four.* 

Aware of such a proceeding, it required no extraordinary sagacity 
on the part of Ul Mkmtiii to form a pretty accurate conjecture of 
what was in agitation against himself ; and he accordingly stood 
prepared for the event. He was however not suffered to remain 
long in suspense. A letter was transmitted to him in the name of Ul 
Amein, in which in terms which could not be misunderstood, it was 
intimated, that as the military force, for which he was expected 
to provide the means of subsistance, rvas comparatively small, any, 
extraordinary accumulation of revenue must be to him entirely 
superfluous : while on his (Ul Amein’s) side, on the contrary, with 
a numerous army, and the splendor of the imperial dignity to 
maintain, his expences were of a magnitude which needed no exag- 
geration. On such grounds, he therefore proposed that Ul Mamfla 
should immediately cede over to the agents of his brother, the terri- 
tories of Rki, Koumiss, Tebristaun, and Gurgan, for the purpose of 
remitting to him the revenues of those dependencies. Furthermore 
it was required that a person should be allowed to reside at Merh on 
the part of Ul Amein, in order to preserve nis interests in the pro- 
vince unimpaired, and to keep him daily apprized of the state of 
affairs in Khorassaun. To these several propositions Ul Mamun 
returned a decided negative ; on which his brother proceeded with* 

* KhoUussut’Ul-akiibaur. October and November, A. D, ti09» 
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dut further ceremony to exclude him formally from his right to the A 
succession. : 

On the subsequent Friday, accordingly, during the performance of 
divine worship, the name ofUl ilamun was publicly declared to be 
struck out of the Khotbah, by U1 Amein ; after which, when that 
prince, with the infant Mussa on his knee, had seated himself in the 
Meheraub, or sacred niche in the wall near the pulpit, the minister 
Fazzel arose ; and with ample commendations on the character of his 
master, proceeded to state, that having openly disobeyed his brother’s 
commands, and frustrated the objects of his father’s will, in with- 
holding the revenues of Khorassaun ; in refusing to admit of the 
residence of an agent at Meru ; and in usurping to himself the titleof 
Imaura, the sovereign of the faithful had for these reasons found it 
expedient to degrade Ul Mamun from all his honors, and to transfer 
the right of succession to his own son Mussa ; who, with the title of 
1/7 Nautek billiukh, (he who speaks through the power of eternal 
truth, though he had- not yet acquired the faculty of speech) was 
now proclaimed heir apparent to the throne of the Khalife; and in 
that quality, before they withdrew from the assembly, he demanded 
and received for the infmt prince, the allegiance of the people. The 
name of Mussa was at the same time substituted for that of 1 1 
Mamun, in the public orations, on the coinage and imperial equi- 
page throughout the dominions of Isslkm. Lastly, the instrument of 
succession which Harun had caused to be executed with so much 
srdemnity at Mekkah, and suspended at the entrance of the Kaau- 
bah, was now sent for and -torn to pieces by the directions of Ul 
Amein. All which being punctually communicated to Ul Mamun, 
he retaliated by adopting the same formalities against his brother ; 
and totally rejecting for himself the remoter title of heir apparent, he 
openly assumed that of Imaum, or supreme pontiff, with all its 
sacred functions. 

In the mean time, apprehensive that in these circumstances, Ul Ma- 
rniin would not long delay the execution of some hostile enterprize 
against the metropolis of the empire, Fazzel the son of Rabbeia omitted 
no importunities with his sovereign to urge him, by hastening the 
the march of air army towards the borders of Khorassaun, to antici* 
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A. II. if*4. pate such an event; and for this service he intimated that no man 
was so eminently qualified as Ally the son of Eissa, the Mahanite, 
formerly imprisoned for his iniquitous and arbitrary abuse of author- 
ity. Accordingly, with a body of fifty thousand h'orse selected from 
the flower of the army of Irak, that chief was held in readiness to 
enter Khorassaun with all convenient expedition. The gates of the 
treasury, and of the imperial arsenals, were thrown open for his 
accommodation, and he was allowed to supply himself to the 
utmost measure of his wants. Of his three sons, however, Ilusseyne, 
the younger, w'as detained at Baghdkl, to superintend the education 
of the infant Mussa; the other two, Yaheya and Abdullah, w'ere 
permitted to accompany their father; who, after sufficiently providing 
for their suhsistance and equipments, now conducted his troops to 
Neherwaun ; about two leagues or farsangs from the metropolis, on 
the road to Hulwaun. To this place he appears to have been ac- 
companied by U1 Araein ; who, the day subsequent to their arrival, 
when the army for the last time defiled before him on their march* 
standing upright on the back of his charger^ addressed to the general, 
who attended by his side, his final instructions. In these he 
is stated to have apprized him, that as soon as he should be master 
of the province, he designed to invest him with the government of 
all Khorassaun, from the passes of Hulwaun eastward, with the 
same powers as he had formerly enjoyed under the authority of his 
father; in return for which he should require that, in all the places 
through which he passed, he would on his part acquit himself with 
a scrupulous regard to the principles of strict and impartial justice. 
In other respects, before he entered the country, he was instructed 
by letters circulated to the inhabitants, to promise them the most 
liberal and equitable treatment ; and particularly the remission of one 
fourth ot the annual contributions to the state, in the same manner 
as had been done by 111 Mamun. To all such as came over from 
the enemy, he was to give the most favorable reception, and to 
inspire them on the part of his sovereign with the most encouraging 
expectations. And heclosedhis instructions with a charge, in the event 
that LI Mamfin should be disposed to surrender his pefson, that he 
was to convey him in Jetters of silver to BaghdM, under such 



97 

custody as he mi^ht securely rely upon ; his exertions even In the 
case of the most determined hostility being' required to take him 
■ alive, and to beware either through ignorance or accident of being 
instrumental to his death. The Mahanite then proceeded without 
further delay to the execution of his orders. It would appear at the 
same time, that the preparations for the invasion of Khorassaun must 
have occupied the greater part of the year one hundred and ninety 
four, since the departure of the troops destined for Persian Irak on 
this occasion, is not stated to have taken place before the commence- 
ment of ninety five.* 

Aware on the other hand of approaching danger, U1 Mamun pro- 
ceeded to expedite those measures of defence against aggression, 
.which it would have been inconsistent with common prudence any 
longer to delay. He availed himself on this emergency of the cour- 
age and abilities of Taher the son of Ul Hussey ne, the founder of the 
Taherites, at a subsequent period eminently celebrated in Khorassaun ; 
on whom with the command of twenty thousand men, he now confer- 
red the government of Ir^k Ajem, from Rai westwards, to the gates of 
Hulwaun. This general, who is noticed by the way as blmd of his 
right eye, being directed to march with the utmost expedition in order 
to secure the city of Rai before it should be occupied by the enemy» 
fortunately succeeded in his object, and encamped his army in frout of 
that place just in time to anticipate theamval of the Mahanite ; who 
finding his views thus defeated, immediately took up his ground in 
the presence of Tiber. In these circumstances the latter received a 
message from the Mahanite calling upon him, if he were disposed for 
hostility, to arrange his troops for battle in amanner to bringtbe contest 
to a speedy decision ; if otherwise, to secure for himself an honorable 
peace, by submitting to the authority of Ul Amein. To which Taher as 
briefly replied, that as the breach of treaties and allegiance lay with 
those w'hom he served, the guilt of hostility must also rest at their 
door ; and this w'as the only answer which he must expect, either for 
himself or Ul Amein. Both armies shortly afterwards drew out for 
action, and Ally the son of Eissa having called aloud upon Taher to 

* Khelaussut-nl-^kbbaur. 
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«. H. 195. meetliim hand to hand, the challenge n’asTiheeifulh’ accepted. Wields, 
ing his sword with both hands, Taher rushed impetuously upon bis 
Tarikh adversary, clove him through the helmet and the skull, and dispatched 
^**’^^* him on the spot. This was followed by an immediate and simultane- 
ous charge on the part of Taher’s troops against a particular point in 
the line of their opponents ; and the latter, peradventure discouraged 
by the fall of their leader, giving way at the first shock, were driven 
from the field in the utmost consternation. The nest day, having pur- 
sued the vanquished with considerable slaughter, Thher made his 
triumphant entry into llui; where the head and ring of Ally the Ma- 
hanite being brought before him, he dictated the following laconic 
epistle to Fazzel the son of Sohel at Meru. “ This note is written to 
“ thee, with the head of Ally the son of Eissa in my hand, 'and his ring 
* upon my finger— farewel.l” 

The purport ofthis briefbut interesting communication wasspeedily 
made known to El M^mun by Fazzel ; when that minister in the ar- 
dour of congratulation, saluting his master by the title of Ameir ul 
Mnumenein, on the same day proclaimed him exclusive possessor of 
the throne of the Khalifs. A letter from Taher addressed immediate- 
ly to his sovereign, and accompanied with the head of the Mahanite, 
shortly afterwards announced the triumph of his arms. In reply to 
this, a mandate was dispatched by Ul Mam fin to that general, requiring 
bis allegiance as sole Khalif ; and. announcing his pleasure to be on all 
future occasions addressed by the title of Ameir ul Moumenein. In 
the dispatch which, under the immediate signature of Mamfln, con- 
i' e\ ed these instructions to Taher, he was enjoined to receive on his own 
hand the fealty of the people of Rai ; the sovereign having, as he stated, 
adoptedfor hisown the right hand of Taher, the left hand of that general 
was now therefore to be considered as his- right. “Hail then” added Ma- 
mun on this occasion, “ Tiber son of Husseyne, hencefonrard Zul- 
yemnein.“ A term which may with perfect propriety be rendered 
ambidexter. He is however, on another authority, stated to havo 
acquired the appellation ol Zfilyemnein, because in givinghis mortal 
wound to Ally the son of Eissa, he wielded his sword with both hands. 

It is on this occasion further related, that when a report of the 
iiscomfiture pt his troops was cpaimiyiicated to Ul Ainein, by one 



of tlie fugitives from the field ofbattle, he happened to be fishing on A. H. 19^ 
the bank of the Tigris, accompanied by a favorite attendant of the 
name of Kousser, or Koutlier. In reply to the disastrous intelligence ^^holaiiMut- 
01 which he was the bearer, the thoughtless prince, with characteris- “^■®^*‘***““’* 
tic apathy, desired the messenger to hold his peace ; for whilst he had 
hitherto exhausted both his skill and his patience without success, 
his man Kousser had a brace of fish in his basket. Howmver, when 
this august and sapient prince, continues the same author in a sar- 
castic strain, was at leisure from his very important occupation, and 
the fate of his general was confirmed to him, he found it expedient to 
set about the immediate equipment of a second army ; which was 
sent with all practicable dispatch, to oppose the victorious progress of 
Zul-yemnein. 

The defeat of the Mahanite occasioned at the same time at Baghdad TarikhTebry, 
among the soldiery the most violent agitation ; U 1 Amein being openly 
taxed with having justly incurred the wrath of heaven by his treach- 
ery and breach of faith in his conduct towards Mamun : but having 
acquiesced without demur in a demand for four month’s pay, and 
made a seasonable and liberal distribution among their captains, he 
contrived for the present to appease the clamour ; and the army was 
at length prevailed upon to march under the orders of Abdurraihmaa 
the son oiHeblah, the Anbaurite, At one of the stations between 
R&i and Hamadaun, it is not determined where, that chief was also 
defeated by Zulyemnein, with great slaughter, and compelled to 
throw himself for protection behind the walls of the latter city. But 
being on all sides immediately invested by the troops of his conqueror, 
the firilure of provisions, after the resistance of one month, made a 
capitulation unavoidable; and he was accordingly constrained to sur- 
render to Zulyemnein. In the mean time intelligence of his danger 
had been conveyed to Ul Amein, and a considerable force bad been 
dispatched with all diligence by that prince for tiie relief of Hamad- 
aun. Rinding, however, on their arrival within two stages of their 
destination, that the place had already submitted to the enemy, a letter 
was written by these troops to demand of the captive chief, whether 
he had any instructions to communicate a« to their further proceed- 
ings. In these drcuioStances Abdurraihmaa conceived he mighfe 

* 2 



100 


A. II. 183. attempt to repair by fraud, the losses which he had sustained 

A. D. an. through the superior prowess or good fortune of his antagonist. He 

'larilih therefore communicated the letter, which he had inst received, to 
*X'cLr\’ 1/3 

Zulyemneiu, and offered, on obtaining the general’s permission to 

visit their camp, to bring over the whole of the detachment to join 
the standard of U1 Mamhn. The vigilance of Zulyemneiu wms com- 
pletely laid asleep by the insidious proposal ; and the Anbaurite was 
accordingly suffered to depart, with such terms as he pretended could 
not fail to produce the desired impression, fie was, however, no 
sooner beyond the reach of his guards, than hastening to join the 
troops of Ul Amein, he immediately proposed to them to surprise 
the camp ol the enemy. The proposal was acceded to without 
hesitation, and he accordingly marched under cover of a very dark 
night, to carry his design into execution. The troops of Zulyemneiu 
were entirely off their guard ; and before their chief could recover 
them from their astonishment, a considerable slaughter had taken 
place. But Abdurraihmau falling early in the conflict, the hopes of 
the enterprize perished with its author. Yictory again declared in 
favor of Zulyemnein, who advanced upon this without further optw- 
sition to Belashaun ; a village of that name at the head of the passes 
of Huhvaun, where he now encamped. 

These repeated successes having rendered the name of Ul MSunan 
and of his victorious general, equally formidable to the troops at 
Baghdy, Ul Amein despaired, for some time, of being able to prevail 
upon any of his captains to hazard another confliot with the enemy ; 
as they in general either declined the service altogether, or demanded 
such enormous sums for its accomplishment, as the state of his treasury 
rendered it impossible to furnisii. When, however, both he and his 
ntinister had laboured, for a considerable period, under the most painful 
suspense and embarrassment, two of his commanders, Alahommed 
the son ofUl Mueyud, and Abdullah, the son oi’Hameid son of 


Rohtbah, each at the head of twenty thousand men, were at last 
induced to proceed as far as KhaUnekein, about two thirds of the 
apparent distance from Baghdad to Huhvaun; where they took post 
in order to obstruct the further progress of Zulyemnein. When' 
|hey had continued thus stationed for some time, to expect the 



approach of the enemy, an expedient was put in practice against k 
them by Ziilyeinnein, which, without striking a single stroke on his i 
part, was attended with all the consequences of a complete discomfi- 
ture. Having selected from among the people w'ho served with his 
army, twenty of the natives of Baghdad, he sent them by a circuitous 
'route to gain the road which led from that city to the encampment of 
his adversaries ; which from that direction, they were instructed to 
enter separately, and at difl'erent periods ; and to circulate a 
report thatUl Amein had once more thrown open the gates of his 
treasury, and was at this moment distributins: a Erratuitv of two vears’ 
pay to - the troops who remained about his person. This report, 
being accordingly repeated in the stations about Kbauuekein, by 
different individuals, who appeared to have no manner of connection 
with each other, and who possibly gave themselves out as some of 
those who had actually shared in the Rlialif s liberality, produced by 
degrees the impression for which it was designed. The soldiers pro- 
ceeded to express, without disguise, their dissatisfaction, that wTiile 
they were sent to encounter the hazards and fatigues of war, the 
treasures of the state were lavished upon those who lived at home, in 
the bosom of idleness and repose. Great numbers accordingly 
avowed the design of immediately returning to Baghdy ; others 
however, from a more honorable sentiment of duty, expressed a 
determination to remain at their posts; but while they were debating 
the point, the troops quitted the encampment in entire divisions ; so 
that in a short time the whole army had withdrawn to the metropolis, 
without having performed a single act of hostility against the com- 
mon enemy. 

Zulyemncin now led his army from Belashaun, and penetrating 
through the passes without obstruction, soon afterwards took pos- 
session of Huhvaun. From thence he dispatched to announce to U1 
Mamun that he had triumphantly made his egress from the. de- 
files, and that he was now' arrived on the borders of western 
Irak : but to enable him to proceed at the same time from 
two opposite points in the attack which he meditated upon Baghdad, 
he requested to he powerfully reinforced : so that while he advanced 
in person ' vith one part of the army by the direct route of Neherwaun, 
another division might approach along the Tigris upwards, by the 
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A. H. 195. way cf Aliuauz. Thi'«e accounts were peculiarly gratifying to U!l 
^ 8'ii'. ’'Jan.ijn, and he proceeded to testify his satisfaction by transmitting 

Tari;..h to Ziilvemnein a robe of honor of extraordinarv magnificence ; while 
* ‘ with other marks of favor, which he bestowed upon Fazzel the son of 
Sohel, the minister who had directed him in his choice of the succes- 
ful general, he gave him the title of Zulriaussetein— regulator of the 
sword and pen, or minister of state and war. In concurrence with 
the application of Zulyemnein, a body of twenty thousand men wma 
immediately detached to join him under the warlike and experienced 
■K^rethmah. Bat aware that this general might object to serve 
under one whom he considered bis inferiorj U1 Mamun endeavored to 
provide against such an inconvenience by directing that as soon as the 
army should have been thus reinforced it should be separated into two 
divisions ; the one to proceed under Harethmah immediately towards 
Baghdad by the road through Neherwaun, while the other, under the 
orders of Zulyemnein, was to diverge to the left, and approach in the 
direction from Ahuauz. 

Having abandoned all hope in the exertion of his troops, since their 
■disgraceful return without abattleifomthe gates of Hulvvaun, U1 Ainein 
now directed his thoughts to another quarter. He made choice of 
Abdulm^lek the son of Salah, the Hashemite, to assemble an army in 
Syria; and bestowing upon him the government of Damascus, he sent 
him accompanied by Husseyne the son of Ally, the Mahanite, and ten 
thousand of the troops of Baghdad, to expedite the levies from that 
province. Hastening to the execution of his orders Abdulmelek was, 
however, seized on reaching Rakkah, by a disorder which prevented 
him from prosecuting his march ; and Husseyne, who acted as lieu- 
tenant general of the troops, urging that the perilous crisis of their 
master's affairs could ill brook the delay, of which this unfortunate in- 
disposition might prove the occasion, he yielded to his advice ; and 
dispatched into Syria to require that the intended reinforcements 
might immediately proceed to join him at Rakkah ; and shortly after- 
wards, engaged by a profusion of promises, a body of twenty thou- 
•sand Syrians accordingly appeared to his support, in the neighborhood, 
-of that place. 

It happened unfortunately that strolling through the camp of the 
^yjiafis, £8ie of the soldiers of Baghdad recognized ahorse which ha4. 
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tjeen stoltii from Iiim many years since ; and immediately claiming lus A 
property, proceeded, 'with the assistance of some ofhis fellows, to con- _ 
vey it av/ay. But the cries of the Syrian, in whose possession the 
liorse had been discovered, bringing a number of his countrymen to 
his aid, both parties had immediate recourse to their arms, and engag- 
ed in a desperate and sanguinary afiFray. HiissetTie the jMahanite, 
had been sent by the directions of Abdulmelek to separate the com- 
batants, and appease the tumult; but before he could reach the scene 
of uproar, the Syrians had cut to pieces many of their opponents, and 
compelled the remainder to fly in different directions. Misled by an 
indiscreet partiality for the men of Baghdad, the Mahanite forgot the 
object of his instructions ; and joining the fugitives, he brought them 
to recoil upon their pursuer's, who were now, in their turn, repulsed . 
with considerable slaughter. After such a proof, as they said, of what 
they were to expect for their services, the Syrians were led to discuss 
the inexpediency and absurdity of their engaging themselves any 
further in Ir4k ; and coming, among themselves, to an immediate 
resolution of returning home, that resolution was carried into effect 
without a moment’s delay. 

Under these circumstances, Husseyne thought it expedient to bas» 
ten with his troops back towards Baghdad, leaving Abdulmelek still 
grievously indisposed at Rakkah : and U1 Amein had scarcely been 
well apprized of the untoward event, when the Mahanite and. his fol- 
lowers re-entered the metropolis. The conduct of this chief had 
probably incurred the resentment of the Khalif; but as the whole of 
the troops in Baghdad had collected round his person, immediately 
on his arrival, it appeared a matter of considerable hazard to proceed 
openly against him. ilis own apprehensions on the subject were at 
any rate sufficiently obvious, since he retired within his own doors, 
without presenting himself, as it was customary to do, to the notice 
of his sovereign. He received however the same evening, a message 
requiring his attendance; to which he returned a positive refusal, de- 
claring that he should not appear at the palace, otherwise than at the 
head of the troops ; but that the next day, when they should have 
been assembled under their respective leaders, he would, with them 
attend the Khalit’s pleasure. In the mean time he apprized the rnili- 
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tan chiefs, of what had passed, and that he had been sent for by'Ul 
Ainein for the express purpose of being put to death. They cauti- 
oned him, in reply, for that night, at all hazards to remain at home, and 
that on the morrow* they wrould not fall to be with him. In the course 
of the night he received a second message from U1 Aineiii, requesting 
his presence, as he had some matters of serious importance to com- 
municate. To this, with audacious insolence, Hhsseyne now 
replied, that being neither a minstrel nor a butToon, any nocturnal 
communication with him was entirely out of the question ; and that 
as he could have nothing to transact w'ith him but what related to 
the affairs of war, he should therefore not attend the Khalif until he 
had drawn the army together. 

The next day he mounted his horse, and taking post at the head of 
the bridge of the Tigris, was there joined by the troops of BaghdSid 
and Irak, to the number of fifty thousand men. Of these he proceeded 
to demand how long they were to endure that this miscreant, allud- 
ing to LI Amein, who was neither man nor woman, should continue 
to indulge in his licentious and contemptible pleasures, to the entire 
peglect ofhis armies, and of every branch of his government ? To 
this it was replied, by unanimous acclamation, that U1 Amein 
should be immediately deposed from his authority ; and to secure 
this object against the possibility of defeat, Husseyne hastened with- 
out delay, at the head of the insurgents, to throw himself into the 
palace, w'here he succeeded in seizing the person of his insulted 
sovereign. The unfortunate monarch w-as immediately dragged from 
the asylum of his power ; and being hurried, with his head and face 
muffled up, to the palace of his mother Zobaidah, be was there laid in 
fetters, and for the present committed to the custody of a guard of 
soldiers. This partial revolution is on other authority, stated to have 
taken effect, on Sunday the eleventh of Rudjub,. of the year one 
hundred and ninety-six.* 

. The authority of U1 Mamun was now publicly proclaimed through- 
out Baghdlid. But the mercenary soldiers proceeding to demand tlie 
customary patuity on the change of government, Husseyne attempted 
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to expostulate wltli them on the unroasonahlencss oftheir expectations, 
knowing his utter incapacity to fulfil them. He reminded them, at 
the same time, that the monarch to whom they had transferred their 
allegiance Avas yet absent in Khorassaun ; and that in order to estab- 
lish their full claim to his bounty, it w^as first necessary that both the 
army and the metropolis should be put in his actual possession. He 
therefore proposed that a letter should be addressed immediately to 
U1 Mamun, inviting him to the capital. This question produced 
among the troops an irreconcileable difference of opinion ; one half 
declaring with Husseyne for U1 Mamun, and the other for the 
immediate restoration of the degraded U1 Amein. The contending 
parties proceeded to determine their differences by the sword ; and a 
conflict ensued, which from the early part of the day to the hour of 
evening prayer, filled the streets of Baghdad with blood and slaugh- 
ter. Their leader falling, however, towards the close of the day, 
into the hands of his adversaries, the party of Husseyne was ulti- 
mately defeated with loss. This produced the immediate enlargement 
of U1 Amein, and the majority of the troops flocking the next day 
to his standard, publicly cancelled the allegiance which they had so 
recently sworn to U1 iMamfin. Husseyne, a captive in his turn, w'as 
now conducted in bonds to the presence ofUl Amein ; but an appre- 
hension, that it might occasion afresh mutiny among the soldiers, if 
he were condemned to suffer the punishment due to his crimes, 
seems for the present to have ensured his pardon. Finding it how- 
ever, on his part, not so easy to dismiss his fears of that resentment 
wiiich he had so deeply incurred, Husseyne a day or two afterwards 
embraced an opportunity of quitting BaghdM, accompanied by his 
particular friends ; and taking the road through Nelierwaun, made 
the best of his way towards the camp of Harethmah and Zhlyemnein, 
with the design of throwing himself on the protection of those gen- 
erals, who had not yet left Hulwaiin. But U1 Amein receiving early 
intimation of his flight, and immediately dispatching in pursuit of 
him, the fugitive was overtaken about two farsangs from Baghd^, 
and after some resistance, put to death ; and his head being, as usual, 
laid before his injured sovereign, the army soon afterwards generally 
yoL. il. F 


. R. m 
.. D. 012. 

Tarikh 

Tebry» 



103 


A, H. l&f?. 
A. D. 812 . 

Tiii'ikh 

Tebrv. 


returned to its duty ; so that the revolt might he said, for the present 
to have entirely .subsided. 

Apprized of these events, Ziilyemnein determined to hasten the 
concerted separation with his collegue ; and accordingly, quitting 
Huhvauii at the head of his own divi.sion of the array, he proceeded 
by the left towards Aluiauz ; where Mahommed the son of Yezzid the 
Moliillebite commanded at this period on the part of U1 Ainein. 
Being soon afterwards closely i!ive.sted, and the governor falling in the 
honorable discharge of his duty, this town was compelled to submit 
to Zulyemnein, together with the whole of the adjoining territory ; 
through which the agents of that general were immediately di.spcrsed 
to ensure possession in the name of their master. ^ The march of 
Zulyemnein was next directed for Bassorah ; of which city Mimsur 
the son of Mehe.dy was prefect, or lieutenant, under the authority 
of U1 Amein. Instead of defending his trust, this chief conceived it 
prudent to disp.atch letters to Zulyemnein, to declare that having 
renounced his allegiance to Cl Amein, he thus voluntarily transfer- 
red it to L'l Mamuii ; on which, aiver presenting his army before the 
gates of Rassorah, Zulyemnein loft Muusur in immolc. 5 tcd possession 
ot that city, and returned towards Vfau.ssit. A.Lout the same period, 
similar letters reached him from Abbas the son of Kady, and Mutleb, 
or Alutulieb, the son of Abdullah ; the former, lieutenant of Kufah, 
the latter of Mossule, each abjuring tiie authority of U1 Amein, and 
submitting to that of tJl Mamuii. Moreover, w’lien Zulyemnein was 
known to have arrived in the neighborhood of Waus.s it, the gover- 
nor of that place, Hesheim the son of Shoabali also prepared to aban- 
don his trust by withdrawing towards Khorassaun ; but being 
ashamed to exhibit such a proof of his pusillanimity to his people at 
large, he desired one of his grooms to bring him pri\'ately one of his 
horses. The man brought him two, pointing out, whether his design 
were for battle or for flight, that which in either case would bestsuit 
bis purpose. Hesheim chose the latter, bearing honorable testimony 
t the character of his adversary, by alleging that it was no disgrace 
to fly before Ziilyemnein. Thus abandoned to its destiny, Zulyem- 
nein took possession of W aussit without resistance ; and with the 
same facility, succeeded in making himself master of the ancient capi- 
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tal ofMedaein. From this latter city lie disp'atched to announce his A. H, ids'. 
progress to Karethmah ; on which, decamping from Huhvaun, that 
general led his troops immediately towards BaghdM, and taking post 
at Neherw'aun, materially straitened the garrison of the metropolis in 
that direction. 

In the mean time the conduct ofUl Amein in cancelling the 
arrangements of Harun, and in destroying the instrument of succes- 
sion so solemnly ratified in the temple of Mekkah, had excited no 
little discontent among the inhabitants of that proud city; and parti- 
cularly in Daoud the son of Eissathe Abbaside, who did not scruple 
to declare that he had been guilty of the grossest perfidy, and that 
his affairs could therefore never terminate in prosperity. In this 
state of mind, w hen the transient revolution in favor of LI Mkmun 
brought about at Baghdad by Husseyne the Alahanite, w'as announced 
at hlekkah, the w hole of the Koraish, and other inhabitants of that 
city, readily acquiesced in the measure ; and to give to their opinions 
the last publicity, they proceeded to pronounce the Khotbah in the 
name of U1 Mamun, during the visitation of the pilgrims at the close 
of the year. This brings our narrative accordingly to the termination 
of the year one hundred and ninety-six. 

Under these accumulating embarrassments-, U1 Amein adventured 
upon a general revicAV of his troops; and finding that he might still 
calculate upon the services of not less than four hundred commanders 
of some eminence, he presented to each of them a standard ; and dis- 
patched them under Ally the son of Husseyne, of the race of Fauti- 
ma, towards Neherwaun, to try the issue of a conflict with the troops 
ot Harethmah. Before the gates of that town, at a village called 
Huhvaun, they accordingly gave battle to Harethmah, and with their 
usual adverse fortune, were again totally defeated ; and their general' 
being made a prisoner, was conveyed to ileru, to attest to U1 Mamun 
this further triumph of his arms. 

Notwithstanding the uniform success which had hitherto accom- 
panied him in his enterprizes, the troops of Zhlyemnein engaged, 
about this period, in an audacious mutiny against the authority of 
their general ; because he, either justly or unjustly, withstood their 
daiDoursibr money. But as one half of the army continued stediasi 
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A. H. 197. to their allc-giance.Zulyeninein succeeded in dispersing the mutineers-, 
-and in expelling them from his camp in various directions. Ot these 
a body of five thousand took the road towards Baghdkl, where they 
submitted to claim the protection of U1 Amein, and from him exper- 
ienced a favorable reception. But as the treasures of tliat prince were 
bvthis time pretty well exhausted, instead of those pecuniary rewards, 
rich dresses, and other proofs of his bounty, with which they had 
flattered their expectations, these unprincipled mercenaries w’ere 
compelled to rest satisfied with a fumigation of their beards over 
pans of civet ; which was served up before them in great profusion, 
by the Khalit’s directions; a species of entertainment by which 
they were exposed to the ridicule of the inhabitants of Baghdad, 
under the appellation of jund-ul-ghauleiah, ihe civet corps. Having, 
however, for the space of a month, looked in vain for some more 
solid proofs of the liberality of Ui Amein, they became tired of 
expectancy ; and joining the troops of Baghdad, in one of those 
bursts of refractory violence in which they so frequently indulged 
against their unfortunate sovereign, they withdrew themselves from 
that city ; and took the first opportunity of returning to the camp of 
Zulyemnein, by whom their recent outrages were, from some motive of 
expediency, suffered to pass into oblivion. The armies of Hhreth- 
mah and Zulyemnein, soon after this, united in the siege of Baghdad ; 
where the unfortunate Ul Amein was ultimately destined to experi- 
ence every species of mortification, disgrace, and injury. 

The year one hundred and ninety -seven commenced thus inauspi- 
ciously for Ul Amein. His treasures h id long since failed him ; and 
he now' proceeded to supply the defect, by committing to the cruci- 
ble his gold and silver plate and furniture, the glittering appendages 
of royalty ; and further to enable him to renew the exercise of his 
bounty, and to encourage his troops to exert themselves in the 
defence of the last bulwarks of declining greatness, the rare and pre- 
cious contents of his warehouses and magazines were now openly 
exposed for sale. Having adopted every precaution to strengthen 
and secure the gates of the city, both within and without, against the 
attempts of th“ besiegers, be withdrew himself into the palace of his 
mother, within the citadel; of which, the gates are said to have been 
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of iron. He disposed of his garrison at the same time to guard with j 
equal solicitude against the attacks of Harethmah, which were 
directed towards the gate of Khorassaun on one side, and against 
those of Zulyemnein, which bore upon the gate of Bassorah on the 
other. These attacks appear, however, to have been confined to the 
interval between sunrise and sunset ; the besieging generals retiring 
every evening to their respective encampments, Harethmah to 
Neherwaun, at the distance of two farsangs, and Zulyemnein to the 
garden of the gate of Anbaur ; a plantation, or pleasure ground so 
■called, about the distance of one farsang on the road to Bassorah. 
When this species of attack had been carried on for some time, and 
the garrison had been entirely cut off from the means of subsistance, 
and not a day passed in which the ramparts were not brought down 
in alarming masses by the warlike machines of the besiegers ; the 
inhabitants began to quit the city, and in considerable bodies to claim 
the protection of either general of the besiegers. Those who snbmi tted 
in this way to the power of Zulyemnein were treated with distin- 
guished kindness ; while the property of such as delayed to surren- 
der was exposed to certain destruction by fire and sword. The 
spirit of dereliction spread at last to the highest order of citizens, to 
the heads of the neighboring villages, and to the chief commanders 
of the army, not excepting the minister Fazzel; all of whom gradually 
went over to the enemy, leaving the capital to its fate. 

By these multiplied desertions, and the numerous casualties which 
necessarily occurred in repelling the assaults of the besiegers, the gar- 
rison became at last so greatly reduced, that the populace proceeded to 
break open the gates of the prisons, and to release the criminals ; whose 
assistance they demanded to defend the works of the town. All was 
now resigned to the discretion of a licentious rabble, who disposed 
of every thing at will ; and to add to the calamities which already 
seemed to hasten their destruction, they neglected to secure a supply 
of water for the interior of the city. In such appalling circumstan- 
■ ces, finding that his authority was become entirely extinct ; that no 
one any longer, either regarded his instructions, or feared his resent- 
ment ; that the good, the learned, and the moral, and even the 
Jliarket people of every description had disappeared ; that the city 
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A. H. 1P7. was become the prey of an unbridled banditti of rollers, gamhi\rs‘i 
pichpockcls, and depredators, who filled it, without controul, vritli 
Tariih treason, pillag-e, and slaughter ; in short, finding that he had nothing 
‘ ‘ left wherewith to purchase the precarious obedience of an unprinci- 
pled and lawless mob, the unhappy U1 Amein finally shut himself up in 
the palace ofhis mother ; and there fortifying himself as well against 
internal \iolcuce, as the attacks of the besiegers from without, seems 
to have awaited without further effort the crisis of his dcsting. 

Under such hopeless circumstances, the first to forsake his master, 
and who now submitted to Zulyemnein, was Eissa the son of Mahom- 
med, another of the race of lilahan, the captain of U1 Amein’s guards ; 
to whom had been committed the particular defence of the gates, and 
to whose regulation had indeed been consigned every thing relating 
to the general safety of the city. The defection of this confidential 
chieftain, at such a crisis, threw UI Amein at once into the last state 
of despondence and despair; and it was perhaps not until this period 
that the defence ofhis capital was finally abandoned, to the fortuitous' 


exertions of a lawless and ferocious banditti. The information of 
Zulyemnein must at the same time have enabled him to form a toler- 
able estimate of all that passed within the town, and he was perhaps, 
justified in his expectation, that it would be reduced to a speedy 
surrender. Nevertheless, while he indulged, peradventure with too 
much security, in these expectations, he was attacked in the quarter 
called the castle,* or palace of Silah, under the gates of the city ; and 
defeated with considerable loss, by Mahomined the son of Yakub, 
the new captain of UI Amein's guards, at the head of the undisciplined' 
multitude, who combated that day with peculiar fierceness and reso- 
ktion. The day following, to avenge' the disgrace, Zfilyemnein lee}, 
his troops towardsthe quarter called adjacent to which 

he was again opposed in great force by the rabble. On this occasion 
we are told, that one of the latter, clad in a coarse woollen wrapper, 
wn a eggar s wallet suspended to his neck, a cudgel in one hand, 
an a wicker basket overlaid with pitch, in the other, in an attitude 
Of careless defiance, presented himself to the troops of Zulyemnein^ 
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One of his followers, a native of Khorassaun, was directed by that 
chief to meet this savage looking out-law. The Khoiassauny drew 
his bow and let fly an arrow, whicli the rustic received in his basket 
of wicker ; but as it passed through and sunk into the earth, he nim- 
bly picked it up and lodged it, feather outwards, in the basket which 
he used as his shield. This he repeated until the soldier had entirely 
exhausted his quiver. On which Zulyemnein called to the Khoraus- 
sauny to attack him sword in hand ; observing that there surely could 
be nothing to apprehend from a fair conflict with such a charlatan. 
The Ivhorassaimy drew his sword accordingly, and approached his 
antagonist ; when the barbarian putting his hand into his wallet, drew 
out a pebble, and fixing it in his cudgel as a sling, delivered it with 
such singular force and precision, as to snap the sword of the Khor- 
assauny in the middle. He then uttered a loud cry of triumph, 
while his adversary totally crest fallen, was compelled to withdraw : 
Zulyemnein expressing his surprise at the strange contingencies of 
civil discord, in which the distinguished commander, and the skilful 
warrior, with all the advantages of superior arms and discipline, were 
to be equally baffled by the wool clad rustic, with his sword of lath, 
his sling and wicker shield. He might have added, perhaps with equal 
justice, in which peers and ministers of state, the pillars of royalty, 
could so far forget the noblest principles of duty, as to abandon the 
person of their liege sovereign to the precarious defence of thieves and 
outlaws. Be this however as it may, they fought that day at Daur 
urrefFeik, with equal fierceness and obstinacy until night put an 
end to the conflict ; and it will be sufficient to notice, once for all, 
that H&rethmah, on his part, experienced, on a variety of occasions, 
from this multitudinous and stigmatized banditti, a resistance not 
jess determined and persevering. 

At the commencement however, of the year one hundred and ninety 
eight, on the very first day of the month of Mohurrim,* the troops of 
Baghdy of whatever description, both on the side of Harethmah and 
Zulyemnein, were finally driven within the walls of the town. The 
place was now more closely and completely invested ; the warlike ma- 
chines of the besiegers were planted more directly to beat down 
the defences of the gateways; and Zulyemnein having effectually cut 
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offtbegarrrison from its communication with the Tigris, the city was^ 
thus reduced to the last extremity. In these melancholy and appalling 
circumstances, UI Amein sought one evening to suspend the recollection 
of his sorrows, by the charms of music ; and for this purpose one of his 
women was summoned to attend him. The lady who appeared to his 
aid, took up her burbut, or lute, but tuned it to a strain so pensive, 
that the Kbalif, feeling his sorrows rather aggravated than relieved, pro- 
ceeded to expostulate with her on a selection so ill suited to his state 
of mind ; she mournfully besought his forgiveness, alleging, that her re- 
collection furnished her with nothing else. lie desired her once more to 
exert her skill, andagaiii she struck her lute to the same atfecting mea- 
sures. Oinvhich,Ul Amein imprecatingabittercurseonher,and on her 
melody, the maid suddenly started from her seat; in doing which, acci- 
dentally striking her foot against a favorite and costly vase of the Kha- 
lit’s, of the value of ten thousand dirhems,* it flew into as many pieces. 
A circumstance which does not appear to have alleviated her master’s 
displeasure, though it might have served to awaken his recollection. 

A protracted siege had by this time equally worn out the patience 
of Ul Amein, and exhausted the skill and resources of bis multifari- 
ous and disorderly garrison. He therefore came to the resolution of 
intreating theprotection ofHkethmah. Forthis purposehe immediately 
dispatclied to apprize that general, that he was ready to go over to him, 
provided such a design might be accomplished without the knowledge 
ofZulyemnein ; and on the condition tliatHkethmah would engage to 
protect him against the violence of his coliegue, and to convey him in 
safety to the preseiiceof LU Mumun. Theproposal was gladly acceded 
to by Haretlimah, who sent to inform the Khalif,in reply, that he was 
perfectly disposed to obey his orders. It was accordingly arranged 
that Hkethmali should approach the palace at midtiight in his boat, 
accompanied by a few confidential followers ; and that HI Amein should 
come out privately and join him. The correspondence was however 
notconducted with such secrecy as to escape the vigilance of Zuiyem- 
nein ; by whom, as it did not exactly square with his views it was imme- 
diately determined to disconcert the design. As soon as night came, 
he took post with a considerable division of his army along, the bank 
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cf the Tigris, embarking two hundred soldiers w’ell armed, on board A, 
some river craft prepared for the purpose, with the necessary instruc- ^ 
tions in what manner to proceed . At the hour appointed, Harethmah 
with his followers repaired to the spot agreed upon ; and U1 Amein in 
the disguise of a slave, his head mutfled up in acloak, and accompanied 
by a single attendant only, hastened to the river side, and stepped into 
the boat, -in which Harethmah sat anxiously awaiting his approach. 
As soon, however, as the boat had gained the middle of the Tigris, it 
was surrounded, and assailed by a shower of arrows from those which 
had been armed by the directions of Zulyemnein. Hirethmah and 
his followers resolutely defended themselves for some time ; but their 
assailants having with their spears transpierced the sides of the fragile 
bark, it soon filled with water and sunk beneath the stream. Such as 
could swim immediately threw themselves into the river, and gained 
the shore: the steersman seized Harethmah by the arm, and conveyed 
him safe to land ; and U1 Amein, on his part committing himself to the 
stream, susceeded after considerable exertion, in gaining the eastern 
hank of the Tigris, opposite to the city. Unfortunately, on the very 
spot where he was ascending the bank of the river, a detachment of ten 
soldiers had been stationed by Zulyemnein, under an inferior officer, 
a native of Khorassaun, whose name was Ibrauhim the son of Jauffer 
of Bulkh. The person of the unhappy monarch was instantly recog- 
nized ; and the man compassionately covering him with his cloak to 
protect him from the cold, and mounting him upon his own horse, 
immediately conveyed him to a place of safety. 

Soon afterwards, while Zulyemnein and his followers were forming ■ 
no other conclusion than that he had perished in the Tigris, Ibrauhim 
jiresented himself to announce to the general, that U1 Amein was 
safely lodged in his tent ; describing the manner in which the unhappy 
prince had fallen into liis hands. At this period Zulyemnein had 
among his domestics a slave called Koraish, and nicknamed Den- 
dauny, or deniatua, from the preposterous size of his teeth. This 
man, of whose qualifications he was probably not without experience, 
he now summoned to his presence, directing him to proceed without 
delay to the tent of ibrauhim, and to bring him the head of Ui Amein. 
The slave hastened, with obsequious zeal, to the execution of this sau- , 
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»mnarv mandate, and midin^ his wretcliccl 'cictiai alone and unprotect- 
ed, irmni'diatcly drew hi^ sword, and approached to attack him. Cl 
Amoin perceived ids design, and nothing else at hand with which to 
defend his person, seized his bolster ; and witii that contrived for some 
time to ward ofl'the blows of his executioner. But as this could not 
avail him long, he faltered in liis defence, and received a severe cut 
upon the head ; and his remorseless assailant repeating the stroke, the 
unhappy monarch fell upon his face ; 011 which the assassin immedi- 
ately throwing himself upon him, severed his head from the shoulders, 
and conveyed it with savage triumph to the presence of his master. 

In possession of this sanguinary proof of the approaching termina- 
tion of his labours, Zulyemneiii invited his principal followers to a 
public audience ; and exhibiting to their view his ghastly trophy, the 
head of the slaughtered U 1 Amein, proceeded to expatiate in such 
terms as suited his own immediate purposes, on the circumstances 
which had precipitated the fall of the unhappy monarch. He alleged, 
in short, that this proud prince, as he thought fit to designate the victim 
of his cruelty, in deciding for the protection ofHarethuiah in preference 
to his, had become the author of his owm destruction. Had his decision 
been the reverse, he affirmed that he might have been still alive. But 
while the perils of the field of battle, and the fatigues and hardships, ofa 
protracted andlaborioussiege, w'ereto be tbelotofZulyemnein,it\vas,it 
seems, the design of Ul Amein to rob him of his w’ell earned fame, the 
honorable reward of his exertions; and by accompanying him to the 
presence of Ul Mhmiin, to transfer the whole to Harethmali. Ziil- 
yemnein now gave orders that the head should be suspended in view 
ot the walls of Baghd&d ; and the features of their immolated sover- 
eign being early recognized by the garrison, they iimifediately threw 
open their gates ; and surrendering the town to the besiegers, betook 
themselves without further resistance to their respective and ordinary 
occupations : and Zfilyemnein thus master of the metropolis of the 
race of Abbas, the calamities of civil discord seemed in an instant to 
be appeased. 

As he suspected, however, that his conduct in the death of the 
murdered monarch, and in the subsequent exposure of his head, was 
liable to some misrepresentation on the part of liurethinah, Ziilyem-* 
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•nein conceived It expedient to adopt some steps to vindicate himself * 
on this point to U1 Mainun ; who had expressly directed that his j 
brother should be taken hlive. Accordingly when the head of Ul 
A mein was as usual dispatched to the presence of that prince, toge- 
ther with the staff and mantle of the prophet, and the seal of the 
Khelaufut, it was accompanied by a letter from Zulyemnein to the 
following effect. “ Reposing in the good faith and honor ofHareth- 
“ mah a confidence, w'hich, from the unremitting hostilities, that in the 
“ execution of my orders, I was compelled to prosecute against him, 
“he denied to mvself, Mahommed-ul-Amein besoiiyht bv his agents 
“ the protection of that chief, whom he accordingly prepared to join ; 

“ thus casting upon my integrity an imputation which it never 
“ deserved. In consequence of the arrangement preconcerted between 
“ them, Harethmali, in the dead of night attended in his boat by the 
“ river side ; where the inconsiderate prince thought fit to put himself 
“ into his hands. With no other object than to render him those 
“ honors which were his due as the brother ofmy sovereign, when he 
“ should disembark from the boat into which he had conveyed him- 
“ self, I also, at the head of my followers, proceeded to the bank of 
“ the Tigris. Unfortunately, when they reached the middle of the 
“ stream, their frail conveyance filled with water, and sunk to the 
“ bottom. Ul Amein swam for his life, and succeeded in gaining the 
“ the opposite bank of the river ; but having conceived the idea, that 
“ he had been betrayed, he probably repented, when too late, of hav- 
“ ing besought the protection of Harethmali. Be this as it may, 
“ when he found himself safe on shore, he gave the wmrd aloud, 
Mahommedna mimsh-in — help for Mahoramed; demanding the 
“ assistance of his troops for the renewaTof hostilities. On this 
“ my followers were ordered, without drawing their swords, to secure 
“ the person of the prince. He persevered however in resisting the 
“ attempt, and perished in the conflict which ensued. The day fol- 
“ lowing the people of Baghdad agreed to give up the town ; but as- 
“ they continued to entertain some doubts as to the fate of their 
“ sovereign, I took his head, and instructed by the example of many 
“ a former prince, displayed it for their inspection. They v,'ere by 
this expedient relieved from their incertitude ; and togethev 

e 3 


H. 193. 
D. n:*?. 

Tjnkii 



116 


■A. H. 108 . “ with tha out-lawGfl baiiJitti cmplovcd in the defence of t’rjd 

A. D. oi3. (c b -iving returned every one to his avocations, all appearance 

Tarikk “ of commotion immediately subsided. As for the head— behold, it 
Tcbn-. • , • f 

“ accompaines tins dispatch ! 

The report which Harethmah on his part conceived it expedient to 
convey to his master on the same subject, was however comprized in 
much fewer words. He briefly stated, that having proceeded accord- 
ing to appointment to receive U1 Amein, he had, as he thought 
beyond tbe reach of danger, seated him in his boat, and was conduct- 
ing him to his camp ; when, to his utter astonishment, in the very 
middle of the stream, the boat sunk. That, being sufliciently 
engaged in providing for his own safety, he saw nothing more of the 
unhappy prince until the following day, when he recognized his head 
in the presence of Taher. But of the circumstances w'hich produced 
such a spectacle, he professed his entire ignorance. 

In the letters transmitted on this occasion, to announce to U1 Ma- 
mun the triumphant termination of the contest with his brother, 
Zulyemnein is said to have further explained, that when, on emerging 
from the Tigris, the unfortunate U1 Amein evinced a determination 
to resist, he had instructed his slave, adverting to Koraish dcnclauny 
by name, to seize and withhold him from the consequences of his rash 
and unavailing obstinacy ; but that disdaining to deliver himself up, he 
had fought the slave, who w^as thus compelled, by the necessity ofself- 
defence, to put him to death. Upon which it is observed, that to 
11 Mamun it was long since known, that at the birth of his brother it 
had been predicted by the astrologers, that Amein mas destined to perish 
hi/ the hand of a Koraish; understood, however, to imply some individ- 
ual of the celebrated tribe of that name : and snch being the notion 
entertained by Ui Mamun, his minister Fazzel,* himself a skilful 
astrologer, in the correspondence which, in the name of his master, 
he carried on with Zhlyemnein, omitted not to charge him, on every 
occasion, to be particular in distinguishing among his troops the war- 
riors of the Koraish ; whose zeal he was uniformly instructed to 
stimulate by every species of encouragement : although Zhlyemnein 
was but little aware of the motive. When he perused, however, the 
circumstantial relation communicated in the report of that general, 
11 .Mamun found no difficulty in applying the prediction exhibited 
in his brother’s horoscope. 
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Two of the cliildi'cn ofUl Mamiin, who had been formedv removed 
from Rakkah to Baghdad, by Ul Amein, and there continued at this 
period confined to the imperial palace, w’ere now conducted by the 
directions of Zulyemiiein, with their mother, into Khorassaun ; toge- 
ther with Mutummen, and the two sons of Ul Amein, Mussa and 
Abdullah, with their mother, who proceeded at the same time to the 
presence oiUl Mamiin. The dowager Zobaidah was confined under 
restraint to her own palace. 

Mahommed ul Amein, n-om. the eldest of his two sons, occasionally 
denominated xUbu Mussa, is stated to have enjoyed a distinction to 
which no other of his race could pretend ; that of being, both by 
father and mother, descended from the illustrious stock of Abbas ; 
and he is described to have been in person of a fair complexion, tall in 
stature, and broad shouldered, with small eyes and a prominent nose. 
On the day of his death, which, in the Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur, is 
recorded to have taken place in the latter part of Mohurrim,* one 
hundred and ninety-eight, he could not have attained to his eight 
and twentieth year; and he perished in the manner we have attempted 
to relate, after exercising a precarious sovereignly of four years and 
about six months. During the hostilities in which he was engaged 
with Ul Mamfin, it is further remarked, that he espoused the daugh- 
ter of Eissa the son of Jauffer; represented to have been a woman of 
genius, and a poetess, who employed her muse, with some ability, in 
recording the virtues ot her lamented and unfortunate husband. In 
short, this prince appears to have inherited from nature a disposition 
of mind, benevolent, and liberal to a pre-eminent degree; but, 
while embarked in a contest for life and empire, bis supineness in 
neglecting the duties of his exalted station, for the miserable pursuits 
of private pleasure and amusement, bespoke an imbecility of charac- 
ter but little calculated to secure the respect of a warlike people ; and 
it is not to be wondered at, that his star should have ultimately set 
before the superior energies, and the more fortunate destiny of his 
brother. 
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That brother we are now to recognize under the title of UlMamun 
B' iLi-AH,*Abul Abbas Abdullah, the son of Harhn ; to whom, when 
the fate of his predecessor had become sufficiently notorious, the 
allegiance of Hejauz, of both provinces of Irak, and of Parss, was 
transferred without further difficulty ; the inhabitants of Khorassaun, 
though his authority, had been long since effectually established in 
that part of the empire, embracing the occasion to rejiew their pledge 
of fidelity to him, in his quality of sole monarch of Isslam. 

It appears at the same time, that as soon as it was ascertained that 
the contest had thus favorably terminated, Fazzel the son of Sohel 
early suggested to his master the expediency of his presence at Bagh- 
dad, and of transferring the seat of government to that metropolis^ 
Ul Mhmun had, however, by this time, conceived so decided a pre- 
dilection for Khorassaun, that he was not to be induced by any con- 
siderations of expediency to concur in such a measure. To the 
arguments which his minister urged against the manifest impolicy of 
continuing to reside at so remote an extremity of his dominions, (over 
which it appeared impracticable to exercise an effectual controul, 
otherwise than by fixing the source of authority at the centre in 
Irak) he endeavoured to reply, by observing that although the 
princes of the house of Abbas might have chosen to establish their 
abode in Irak, it was to be remembered that the monarchs of the 
race ofOmmeyah had fixed their court at the opposite extremity of 
the empire ; even at Damascus, at the very outlet of the passes and 
defiles of the Rumian territory ; from whence they had found it» 
nevertheless, perfectly practicable to keep the whole world from 
east to west, in sufficient awe of their authority. In opposition, 
therefore, to what he conceived the most obvious maxims of policy, 
Fazzel was compelled to conform to the opinion of his sovereign ; it, 
being determined that the imperial residence should continue at 
MeiA ; while the talents ef Zfilyemnein were considered amply com- 
petent to secure the submission of Baghdad, and the provinces of the 
west. 

. Early in the ensuing year, however, a schismatic of the name of 
Kasserthe son of Shebeib Rebbai, having set up the standar i of 
revolt at Rakkah, during the first month of Rabbeia, ZulyemUvitt 

* Dei gratia coaservatus—constans. 
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loimd it requisite to make the circuinsranoe the subject of an imiTie- a. n. irfL-’. 
diatc dispatch to U1 iiamun. On which, being invited bv his master t). cb:-. 
to suggest the arrangements that he conceived advisable to adopt in Timkii 
order to defeat the designs of the insurgent, Fazzcl continued to 
intimate that his opinion was, already, suthciently known; and he 
could only repeat that it behoved them to hasten into Irak without 
a moment’s delay. The Khalif still contended that the authority of 
Zidyemneiii was in all respects adequate to the emergency; and 
when the minister objected that while Zulyemnein was employed in 
the extremity of Jezzeirah, there. was reason to apprehend that the 
affairs of Irak might fall into confusion, U1 Mamun then required 
that he should discover some suitable person to assume the govern- 
ment of that province. It was under these circumstances that Fazzcl 
undertook to recommend his brother Husseyne, or as he will hereafter 
be more frequently denominated, Hussun ; although it was still too 
fresh in the reraemberance of every one at Baghdad, that both he 
and his brother were only known in that city in the quality of hum- 
ble scribes; an occupation which they had notoriously exercised 
during the reigns of both Mehedy and Harhn, without the smallest 
pretensions to any degree of experience, or skill in the profession of 
arms. Of the imprudence of such a choice, LT Mamun is said to 
have been sufficiently aware ; but Fazzel obstinately perseverin,g in 
his point, the Khalif was in this instance compelled to forego his 
opinion. Hpssun Sohel was accordingly invested with the govern- 
ment of Irak ; instructions being at the same time conveyed to Zul- 
yemnein, on the arrival of his successor, to deliver over to him, the 
whole of the cities, and dependencies of that province at present 
under his authority ; and for his own part to proceed without delay 
towards Rakkah, with the division of the army under his orders, to 
chastise the usurpation of the insurgent K asser ; the government of 
■ that quarter, including Mossul and the whole of Jezzeirah, being con- 
ferred upon him, in the room of what it had been found expedient to 
consign to another person. On the same occasion Hjiretbmah was 
required to transfer to Hussun Sohel the troops who had hitherto fol- 
lowed his standard ;■ and' to return with such as were Immediately 
attached to his own person into Khorassaun, 
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On his ara\^al at Baghdad, the army and the government were both 
accordingly resigned to the disposal of Hussun Sohel, by Zulyemnein, 
and Harethmah ; the fonner proceeding towards Rakkah equally clis> 
satisfied with Mamun, and with his minister. In a similar temper of 
mind, Harethmah tookliisdepartureforKhorassaun ; bothofthesechiefs 
havingentertained a notion, thatthe Khalif would scarcely be induced to 
deprive them of the authority which they had established at Baghdad. 
Of the troops wliich, in conformity with his instructions, Harethmah 
delivered over to the discretion of the new governor of Irak, the 
immediate command had been usually exercised by a slave, or client 
of his own, of the name of Abu Serraya; and to this person they 
were now left in charge, under the authority of Hussun Sohel. The 
insurgent Nasser ben Sheheib having shut himself up within the for- 
tifications of Rakkah, on the approach of Zulyemnein, the latter 
immediately formed the siege of that city ; exhibiting, however, no 
other indication of hostility, or of a design to effect the subjugarion 
of the place, than by the position which, in total inaction, he thus 
continued for a long time to occupy before its gates. 

As had been in some measure foreseen, the character of Hussun 
Sohel’s government displayed to the inhabitants of Baghdad, both 
soldiers and others, something very foreign to w'hat they been accus- 
tomed to admire ; neither did they attempt to conceal their surprise 
and dissatisfaction at this appointment of Cl IMbmun’s, which, like 
some other recent proceedings of that prince, they ascribed to the 
improper influence exercisedbythe brother; to w'hom, they said, they 
well understood the management of affairs had been now too generally 
resigned by his master. 

At a crisis thus verging tow'ards confusion and disturbance, an 
individual of the race of Ally, descended from Imaum liusseyne, of 
the name of Mahomnied son of Ibrhhim, and on whom they thought 
fit to confer the title of Tebauteba, was clandestinely employed at 
Kufah in soliciting the allegiance of the people for“ UIRuzza of the 
race of the prophet and had succeeded to a great extent in prevail- 
ing upon the inhabitants to engage privately in his views : when in 
the month of Jummaudy the second,* Abu Serraya, at the headofhis 
troops, entered Rufah ; and inviting Tebauteba from the privacy in 

* Jam rry, D. 815 k 
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which lie had hitherto been operating, openly declared in favor of his I 
designs, and, under his presumed authority, became entire master of i 
the city. 

The person who now demands our attention under the appellation 
of Abu Serraya, /af/zer of legions, is said originally to have borne the 
name of Serrayhi the son of Munsur ; and to have been a descendant 
from TIauny, or rather more correctly, from Ayauz the son of Kabeizali, 
or Kabeissah, the She3’^baunian ; the same that in the battle of Zikaur, 
at the head of the Arabs of Heirah, so signally defeated the troops of 
Khossrou Pan'eiz, some time subsequent to the conflict of Beider. 
But whatever might have been the renown of his ancestor, Abu Ser- 
raya was himself the slave of Harethmah ; although in that humble 
situation, such was the esteem which he had acquired by his talents 
and fidelity, that wherever his master was principal in authoritv", he 
invariably exercised the functions of lieutenant. On the present occa- 
sion, when he was directed to transfer the troops of his division to 
Ilussun Sohel, Harethmah left those who served on his own immedi- 
ate pa\^ in the charge of Abu Serraya, as his lieutenant general while 
he proceeded himself on his journey into Khorassaun. 

Hitherto habituated to the less arduous avocations of secretarv, and 
totally unpracticed in the command of armies, Hussun Sohel, accord- 
ing to the notions of our author at least, possessed but few of the 
qualifications requisite for the controul of the numerous, and populous 
cities now so unadvisedly committed to his management. Betaking 
himself therefore, however prematurely, to indulge in his natural bias, 
the exercise of his pen, he proceeded, on the plea that their services 
were no longer required, to strike out from- the list of stipendiaries, 
together with various of the troops of Baghdad, a great proportion of 
those W’ho had been consigned to his authority by Harethmah ; 
and at the head of the latter, thus improvidently deprived of iheii 
subsistance, Abu Scrra\’’a resenting the injury, shortly afterwards quit- 
ted Baghdad, and hastened to Kufah ; where i'n the manner just related, 
he drew from obscuritv the usurper Tebauteba and his race, and to 
him, together with his discarded followers, publicly pledged his 
allegiance. 
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To oppose the desigiisoi tlieso insuvg-cnts. as soon as he was-apprizeJ 
of their proceedings, Ilussun Sohel first made choice of Zeheir the 
son of hlosseib, one of the military chiefs of liis government ; tvlio 
accordindy advanced to Kufoh at the head of ten thousand of the 
troops of Baghdad. BiitAbu Serraya issuing from the town to give him 
battle, Zeheir was defeated with considerable slaug'htcr, a valuable 
booty becoming the reward of the conqueror. Re-entering ivufah, how- 
ever, with the captured property in his train, Ahu Serraya was surpris- 
ed by an unexpected demand, on the part of Tebauteba, for the spoils 
of his victory, which he was compelled to relinquish on the spot ; but 
as this w'as a species of usurpation to which the succesful adventurer 
was little disposed to submit, the wretched Tebauteba was the very 
same night taken off by a dose of poison, administered through his 
contrivance; Maboiiimed the grandson of Zeid,another descend-antfroni 
Irnaum Husseyne, being chosen the following day to supply his place, 
while the supreme direction of his councils was hencefonvard appro- 
priated with little ceremony to himself by Abu Serraya. 

Subsequent to the departure of Zclicir, a fresh body of troops had 
been dispatched by Hussun Sohel, either to sustain, or to retrieve the 
miscarriage of, that commander. But this detachment experiencing 
a similar repulse and disgrace at the gates oiKufah, ajirndrof general 
revolt appeared at once to spread itself tbrSugE^re whole race, of 
Ally; of whom a number of individuals immediately starting up, and 
entering from different quarters into a correspondence with Abu Ser- 
raya, w'ere by him, without difficulty, conffnned in the government of 
those places, from which they had succeeded in banishing the author- 
ity of U1 ^iamun. In the mean time Abu Serraya with Mahoinmed 
the Husseyiiitti the iustrumeuc of his ambition, on whom he had 
conferred the title of Amcir~ 2 tl-inoumenem, took up hi.s permanent 
abode at Kutali ; whence he proceeded to direct that the name of Id 
^iamun should be expunged from the public orations in all the terri- 
tory which had submitted to his usurpation. His views now extended 
to the entire subjugation of Irhk and a chief of the insurgent family 
was accordingly dispatched, with a competent force, to take possession 
of aussit; while Zeid the son of Mussa, another of the race of Rati- 
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■rn a, proceeded towards Bassorali; both ofwhlch cities appear to have A. H. 109, 
submitted without resistance. 


In the perplexity occasioned by the alarming progress of the insur- 
ruction, Hussun Sohel conceived it expedient to dispatch, without 
further delay, to recal Hhrethmah; who, when the disturbances broke 
out, had not yet prosecuted his journey beyond Huiwaun. To the 
repeated messages of Hussun, he did not however appear disposed to 
pay the smallest attention ; until on reaching Hamadaun, he was over- 
taken by a dispatch from that chief, which threatened, unless he 
instantly retraced his steps to Baghdad, to make such a representation 
of his conduct, both toUl Mamun and his minister, as should enforce 
his return, though he were at the gates of ileru : intimating at the 
same time, in terms which could hardly be misconceived, that the 
relation in which he stood with the ringleader of the insurgents, was 
sufficiently notorious to the world ; and that it was by no means 
difficult to infer, that the proceedings of the slave had originated in 
the instructions of his master. With such an accusation impending, 
Harethmah conceived it might be extremely hazardous to appear in 
the presence of U1 Mamun ; convinced at the same time as he well 
must have been, that under such circumstances, no means would be 
left unemployed by Fazzel to accomplish his destruction. He sub- 
mitted therefore with a good grace to yield to the importunities of 
Hussun ; and returning shortly afterwards to Baghdad, experienced 
from that officer, notwithstanding wdiat had passed, a very honorable 
and outwardly cordial reception. 

Being now placed at the head of the force destined to serve against 
Abu Serraya, Harethmah marched out of Bagdkl, detaching Ally the 
son of Saaiu, with the advanced guard, to expel from Waussit the 
person by whom it had been seized for the insurgent. In the mean 
time, having in vain employed messengers to recal him to a sense of 
duty, Hjirethmah advanced at length in person to give battle to Abii 
Serraya; whom he attacked, and defeated with great slaughter, com- 
pelling him to retire for shelter to the castle of Ebeii Hobairah ;* and 
from thence, by a close and ardent pursuit, to continue his flight to 


* Near the Euphrates, about one third of the distance from Hillah to Kufah. 

R 2 



121 


h. n. IK). Ku.^lli. On this the successful (jencral encamped his army fur sonic 
A. D. tii -i. castle of Khcn Jlobairah. 

TariLb jg period, uianv of tlio kindred of tlie house of Abbas, and 
fjarticiilarly of the tkiiiily ofL'i .Munsur and hit liedy. ivere still suf- 
fered to reside in very cpnlent circumstances at Kufah ; but on tiio 
recent discomfiture and return to that place, of Abu Serraya, their 
dcstinv ^vas suddonlv chanEted ; they were banished from their 
habitations, which, together with the whole of their property, being 
either destroyed, or confiscated to the use of the insurgent, they hast- 
ened towards the castle of Ebeu Ilobairah, where, in the camp of 
Harethmah, they found an asylum for their persons. 

The month of Ziiikaudah was now arrived: and as the Iladjies 
from Persian Irak and Khorassaun, and the other provinces of^ the 
east were, it seems, on tlie approach of the season of the pilgrimage, 
necessarily to pass through the territory now occupied by the troops 
of Harethmah, they were in great numbers prevented from the prose- 
cution of their sacred design by the orders of that general. On the 
other hand, Abu Serraya on liis part did not fail to dispatch to Mek- 
kah, another of the race of Ally, descended from Imamn Ilitsseyne, 
whose name was Hussun, subsequently known by the appelktioH of 
Eben-ul-Eftess, (son of the flat- nosed) and jyhp_took^nT^parture 
from Kufah during the month 4>f Zufkamtafi^ in order to preside in the 
ceremonies of the visitation ; while about the same period Mahoin- 
niedtlieson of Siiliman, by the expulsion of the lieutenant of the 
house of Abbas, obtained possession of Medeinah. On the evening 
ofthe ninth of Zilhudje, tyhile the pilgrims without either prince or 
pontitf, were collected on Mount Arafaut, Ebenul Eftess, accompanied 
by his governor, or preceptor, Daoud the son of Mussa, arrived in the 
neighborhood of Mekkah; and having performed the duties of eve- 
ning sendee in the sanctuary of the Kaaubah, proceeded to join 
the Hadjies, on Arafaut, where he remained until midnight. 
The following day he returned and was allowed to take final posses- 
sion of the sacred city. 

In the former part of Mohurrim, of the year two hundred, Hareth- 
dali led hit army to the gates of Kufah ; from which, with recruited 
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powrs, Abu Strraya issued oiicc more to give him battle. He was A. H. 2f»*. 
again defeated ; and being pursued into the town by his conqueror, 
lie wasconipelied to flv from thence towards Basso.’-ah, taking with 
him the pageant Mahommed, the adherents of the tamily, and the 
whole of the troops who continued attached to his interests. On 
the banks of the Deyielah, or Tigris, he vras attacked on his march, 
and discomfited with fresh slaughter by a division of the garrison of 
Vaussit, detached to intercept his retreat by Ally the son of Saeid, 
the governor on the part of Harethmah. Being in the last conflict 
severely wounded, and disabled from further active hostilities, Abu 
Serrayanow bent his steps in the direction of Jezzeirah ; where, la 
the city of Rauss-ul-Eyne, he had, as he flattered himself, provided 
an abode against the contingencies of adverse fortune. He had how- 
ever no sooner entered the boundaries of Jezzeirah, than he found 
himself further opposed by a detachment of the troops of Hussun So- 
hel, under a commander of the name of Hameid ; by whom he was 
immediately secured, and together with the whole of his followers, 
conducted in safe custody to the presence of the governor ot Irak. • 

At a subsequent period he was put to death by that chief ; and our 
author concludes bis story Avith the remark, that, it has been recorded, 
that no cnininal was ever known to utter such violent lamentations, 
or to betray such total want of fortitude at the moment of execution, 
as this same wretched Abu Serraya. 

When it was sufficiently ascertained that nothing further was to be 
apprehended from the attempts of Abu Serraya, Ally the son of Saeid 
received the orders of Hkethmah to advance from Waussit, and take 
possession of Bassorah. At the period under consideration, Zeid the 
son of Mfissa, and brother of Iinaum Ally Ruzza, from the frequent 
conflagrations with Avhich he had laid waste the territory under his 
authority, surnamed Zeid-ul-Naur, Zeid the incendiary, continued to 
rule over that city ; but was become, by his vices and intolerable 
cruellies, so completely odious to the inhabitants, that the lieutenant 
of Harethmah no sooner appeared before their gates, than they seized 
the person of their oppressor, and delivered him into the hands of 
that officer, by whom he was condemned to languish in the solitude 
of a prison. A brother of this man’s, of the name of Ibrauhim, had 
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A. H. 200. contrived about the same time to establish himself in Yemen, and by 
similar atrocities, to render himself equally detested ; having, by his 
’laiiku sanguinary character acquired the appellation of Ibrauhiin-ul-Jezzaur, 
Ihrauhim the butcher. 

Such also is represented to have been the conduct of Hussun-ul- 
Eftess at Mekkah, that, driven to extremity by various instances of 
oppression and insolence, either on his part or that of his olFicers, the 
people at last conspired to effect his destruction ; but becoming by 
some channel or other apprized of his danger, he contrived for the 
present to escape their vengeance. Distinguished for his exemplary 
piety, and unblemished manners, Mahommed, the son of linanm Jauf- 
fer-us-Saudek, had long since taken sanctuary, as he conceived against 
the projects of ambition, at Mekkah ; and to him, when they under- 
stood that the inhabitants would no longer submit to the arbitrary pro- 
ceedings of tbeirprincipal, that Abu Serraya was no longer in a condition 
to beof use to their designs, and that the house of Abbas had recovered 
its authority in Irak, the adherents ofthe race of .111}'’, who served in the 
train of IIussun-ul-Eftess, now applied themselves ; and engaging to 
secure for him the allegiance ofthe people, whose resentments they had 
awakened by their misconduct, they invited him from his retireurent, 
and importuned him to accept of their subinissioH-.-<An this he at 
first declined, alleging that -m- enttlily^ consideration should ever 
prevail with him to withdraw from the service of his God ; but 
instructed by the admonitions of their leader, the followers of II us- 
sun-ul-Eftess, by repeated protestations of their sincere repentance 
for their crimes and atrocities, and by a promise of embracing the 
doctrines of his sect, at the same time that he accepted their allegiance, 
ultimately persuaded this abstinent recluse, once more to revisit the 
haunts of men ; receiving the homage not only of the troops of Hus- 
sun-ul-Eftess, but of the inhabitants of IMekkah at large ; who congra- 
tulated themselves on being thus unexpectedly relieved from the 
oppressions ofthe usurper ; who was constrained on his part to reside 
in privacy, although his son Ally was permitted to assume the man- 
agement of affairs under the pretended controul of Mahommed J au ffery . 

It was while these transactions took place at Mekkah that Ibrauhim- 
ul-Jezzaur succeeded in expelling Isliauk the son of Mftssa of the race 
ci Abbas, from Yemen; but the extruded lieutenant still continuing 



■to hover on the skirts of his province, was no sooner apprized that the A 
inhabitants were become disaffected towards Eben-ul-Lttess and bis j 
agents, than he approached that way, with the design of getting pos- 
session of the city, Mahommed the son of Jauffer hastened to give 
him battle, accompanied by the son of Hussun-ul-Eitess ; but the men 
of Mekkah withholding their support from the race of the prophet, the 
troops of the house of Abbas prevailed ; their general immediately 
entered and made liimselfmaster of the sacred city, putting to the sword 
in great numbers, the adherents of the vanquished party who had the 
misfortune, to fall into his hands. Mahommed the son of Jauffer, who 
had so unwisely exchanged his tranquil retreat for the precarious 
pursuits of ambition, contrived however to escape to Juddah. His 
son, or that of Ehen-ul-£i'tess, it is not clear which, was killed in the 
action which took place on this occasion near Mekkah ; while others 
of the party took flight in various directions. Having placed the city 
of Mekkah in a stat^? oi sufficient securiu , the son of Mussa proceeded 
without further delay to Juddah ; where he contrived without much 
difticulty to get into his hands the person of the fugitive Mahommed 
who implored his protectmn, and was received to mercy ; the success- 
ful general being satisfied to reconduct him back to Mekkah, where 
from tlie vestibule of the Sanctuary (miaun-e-rokkeii-wo-mukauin) he 
compelled him to renounce his short-lived authority, and in the face 
of the public, to submit to that of U1 Maman. 

Ill the mean time Mahommed the son of Harun, the brother of LI 
Iilamur, and the same that succeeded to the throne of the Khaliis 
luuler the title of Mutassem, had been dispatched by the government 
of Irak to recover Yemen ; of which we have already seen that Ibrau- 
him-ul-Jezzaur had recently made himself master. To oppose the 
entrance of this prince as soon as his destination was ascertained, a des- 
cendant of Aukkail the son of Abbtauleb, and the brother of Ally, was 
employed by Ui Jezzaur : and as Abu Ishauk, which was the famiiar 
appeilativeof Mutassem, hadin the first instance proceeded to Mekkah, 
in order to be present during the concluding ceremonies of the pilgrim- 
age, at the close of theyeartwo hundred, and with the design of continu- 
ing his march into Yemen at a future opportunity, the Aukkailite 
appeared with a considerable force at the gates of that city. , But 
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being furnished with the necessaiy military aid, x^bu Ishauk was 
immediatelysent out, by the governor of Mekkah, to give battle to the 
intruder, who was compelled to retire with shame and loss. 

Soon after he had brought the war with Abu Serraya to so fortunate 
a termination, Hussun Sohel had allotted to Hurethmah, tlie govern- 
ment of Damascus ; which thatw'arlike and haughty chief disdained 
however to accept at his hands, demanding at the same time his dismis- 
sion for Khorassaun, in conformity to his original instructions; but as 
the governor of Irak persisted in opposing this design, Harethmah 
quitted Khfah without his concurrence, causing it to be intimated 
to him that he should seek an interview with his sovereign at the gates 
of liis palace ; there to narrate the circumstances of his own story with- 
out the interference of subordinate aiitliority. That if it were found 
expedient to remand him to Irak, it rested with the better judgment 
of their common superior, and that he should obey without scruple. But 
that at all events he conceived it far mere honorable to receive his 
authority from the hands of his sovereign, than from any such contempt- 
ible delegate as be considered him to be. He further discovered his 
intention of appearing at Menu in the pride and pomp of recent victory ; 
and at a private conference with I'l xMamhn to undeceive him with res- 
pect to Irak, and to the character'of Hussun Sohel. On.^allfRese sub- 
jects the latter did not fail to advertise his bro’flier ; who hastened on 
his part to avail himself of his influence with U1 Mamfin, to prepossess 
the mind of that prince to the disadvantage of Harethmah ; whom he 
did not scruple to accuse of having brought contempt on the authority 
of his sovereign at Baghdad, and of having employed the traitor Abh^ 
Serraya to bring from obscurity, and to promote with such formidable 
though transient success, the claims of the race of Fatima ; since it was 
not probable that the slave should have conceived such a design, if it 
bad not been consonant to the views of his master. And lastly, that 
after rejecting with disdain his brother’s appointment to the province 
of Syria, he was now repairing to court in defiance of the express 
commands of his sovereign. 

By these and similar representations the mind of U1 Mamiln was at 
last sufficiently predisposed against Harethmah ; and it was there- 
fore resolved to keep him at a distance, by confirming his noiui?' 
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feation to tlie government of Damascus, to wliicli that of Hejauz was A 
now annexed ; and the necessary letters patent were accordingly dis- ^ 
patched to meet him. Persisting however in his original design, 
H-kethmah paid but little attention to these letters, and continued 
his journey to the gates of ileru ; which, to the sound of his kettle 
drums, and with ensigns displayed, he immediately entered without 
further ceremony, proceeding in this manner, at the head of his 
followers, through the city to the palace of UI Mamun. Affecting 
to be surprised at the noise and tumult occasioned by his approach, 
that prince desired to be informed, whence these unauthorized 
sounds of military music ? and being acquainted by his minister, iu 
language but little calculated to soothe his resentment, that they 
proceeded from the train of Haretlimah, who w'as coming in contempt 
of his orders to pay him a visit; the monarch became thoroughly 
incensed, and forthwith directed that the insolent intruder should be 
brought before him. The attendants proceeded accordingly, and con- 
ducted him with his hands bound to the presence of LT Mhmun ; who 
accosting him with an airof stern displeasure, demanded if he really pos- 
sessed the audacity thus to approach his person in immediate defiance 
of his express commands, or was he to disbelieve the evidence of his 
own senses ? and to render bis insolence the more notorious, that he 
should mark his unbidden entry to the capital of his sovereign, with 
all the triumph of martial pomp ? The degraded chief attempted to 
explain himself, but in this he was prevented by the attendants ; the 
foot soldiers of the Khalifs guard being directed to beat him with 
their fists about the head and neck ; and in that state, with his nose 
demolished, and his face otherwise severely battered, he was imme- 
diately dragged to Ins prison ; where, after languishing for a few days, 
he was finally put to death, through the agency of b’aazel the sou of 
Sohel. 

While the career of Harethmah w’as thus terminated at Merfi, the 
turbulent soldiery at Baghdad proceeded to the extreme of expelling 
their governor, Ilussun Sohel, from that city, who vyas thence driven 
to reside at Neherwaim ; where, and not before, it would appear, 
that the captive Abu Serraya was now condemned to suffer death. 
Having vindicated his authority by this act of justice, he then. 
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A. H. !S01. returned towards BagliclM ; but failing in his attempt to procurfe 
A- D- 8iff. aduiissioii, he withdrew to Medaein, with the design of proceeding 
Tarisii further towards IVaussit, as he migh t be constrained by circumstances, 

attempts of the refractory troops of his government. He dis- 
patched in the mean time one of his officers. Ally the son of Hasli- 
aum, to conduct, in his behalf, the affairs of Baghdad ; and this person 
having obtained from his principal a promise to satisfy a demand for 
SIX months pay on the part of the army, they were content for a 
short time to submit to his authority ; but a month being suffered to 
elapse without any thing to indicate a performance of this promise, 
the soldiers mutinied afresh against this substitute of their obnoxious 
commander. They were however once more appeased by an engage- 
ment on bis part to defray their expences, until such time as he should 
be furnished with a sufficient supply of treasure to discharge the 
whole of their demand. 

It was formerly stated that the insurgent Zeld-ul-Naur, of the race 
of Ally, after having exercised a temporary usurpation at Bassorah, 
to the entire disgust of the inhabitants, was by them delivered up to 
Ally the sou of Saeid, who committed his person to the confinement 
of a prison. About the period of which we are now speaking, the 
the captive Zeid, however, contrived to effect his escape ; and having 
joined a brother of Abu Serraya, who wandered about the neighbor- 
hood in some sort of disguise, was encouraged, by the number of dis- 
affected men who assembled round his standard, to the design of once 
more getting possession of Bassorah. But a force being seasonably 
detached against him by Ally the son of Hasliaum, the lieutenant 
governor of Baghdad, the design was frustrated ; the brother of Abtl 
Serraya was killed in an action which took place on this occasion ; 
and Zeid, becoming again a captive, was now conveyed to Baghdad, 
where he was condemned, for a short time longer, to expiate the errors 
of an hopeless ambition in the solitude of a prison. Nevertheless, 
the mutinous soldiery of that metropolis again conspiring to subvert 
th'p authority of their governor, broke open his prison gates, and set 
him once more at large. But instructed by recent misfortunes, he 
determined this time forever to abandon such perilous enterprises; 
and contrived to conceal himself so effectually, from these who sought- 
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him for the purpose of placing him on the throne of the Khalifs in 
opposition to U1 M^mun, as to elude their most diligent inquiry. 

Thus frustrated in their intentions with respect to Zeid-ul-Naur, 
the insurgents turned their views upon ilunsur the son of !Mehedy, 
still residing at Baghdad as a private individual ; to whom they accord- 
ingly repaired with an offer of the throne of the Khelaufut, and of their 
immediate allegiance. But finding that he steadily resisted every 
importunity to accept of the sovereign power, they then made liiin 
the proposal of assuming the government, as the lieutenant of UI 
Mamun ; since it was their fixed determination never to submit to the 
authority of Hussun Soliel in any shape. To this Munsur yielded 
his assent, and proceeding to the exercise of his power, gave the first 
proof of it by repeating the Khothah in the name of Ul Mamun ; after 
which he invited Fazzel the son of Rabbeia from his secret abode at 
Baghdad, and conferred upon him the appointment of Yezzeir. 

'These events produced in the mind of Hussun Sohei increasing 
apprehension. And as he conceived himself not perfectly safe against 
the attempt of his adversaries at Medaein, he removed without delay 
for greater security, fi'om that place to \Yaussit, half way to Bassorah 
along the Tigris. In the mean time the insurgents at Baghdad were 
no less eager to gratify, than he was to elude their revenge, and ceased 
not their importunities to be led against him. Tauher Zulyemnein, in 
his camp before Rakkah, appears all the while to have contemplated 
these convulsions with perfect indifference, until he became apprized 
of the proceedings of the troops in favor of Munsur. He then conceived- 
it expedient to dispatch, from among the troops of Khorassaun, a dis- 
tinguished captain of the name of Mahommedben Khaled, to concert 
with that prince some determined plan of operations ; and otherwise to 
to afford him every assistance in the attack which was meditating 
against Hussun Sohei. On the appearance of this new chief at Bagb- • 
dad, the whole of the soldiery immediately collected round his person ; 
demanding that Munsur should appoint him their lieutenant general, 
for the purpose of conducting them without delay against the odious, 
and detested Hussun. Their clamours had been too frequently suc- 
cessful to be in this instance exerted in vain. Mahommed ben 
£haledwas accordingly invested with the military command; and a 
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A. II. 201. co;vi(kr.'.:i]e force socn afterwards marclictl under Ids orders towards 
'Waiissit. In tl'.e neieWiorhood of that city they were opposed in 
Tarikh battle hv the trcops of liiissuii Soliol ; and their commander beinar 
severely wounded in the actioin they were compelled tvith disgrace 
and I 0 S.S to return to Baghdkl, whore he expired of his wounds. Hav- 


ing however chosen Eissa, the son of theirdeceased general, to command 
in the room of his father, they proceeded a second time towards 
Waussit ; and were again defeated with accumulated slaughter, by 
Hameid the son of Abdul Ilameid ofTu.ss, employed against them at 
the head of the troops of Hussun Sohel. 

Irritated by repeated disgrace, discomfiture, and loss, the soldiers on 
their return this time to Baghdad, became still more violent in their 
clamours, urging witli equal rage and impatience to be led again with- 
out delay to meet their obnoxious governor; whom, under the odious 
appellation o^thtma^iausonofa maojan they announcvd their unal- 
terable resolution, never more to admit into authority ; whose hroAcr 
Fazzel they proclaimed to be equally obn. xious to their choice; and 
protesting moreover, that if he was not without further delay degraded 
from the Vizzaund, U1 Mamun himself was to considerthat from that 


day they had abjured his authority as Rhalif. Having adopted these 
violent resolutions, they proceeded to demand that Harthem tlie son of 
Ilauzeni might be appointed Sepah-salaur, or lieutenant general, by 
whom they ivere conducted once more to the gates of Waussit ; Hameid 
theTiissite being again employed to oppose him on the part of Hussun 
Sohel, while Yaheya the son of Ally the Malianite was dispatched by 
Munsur to take possession of Medkin, 

But the sufferings of the inhabitants of BaghdM had now again 
leached that point, beyond which there was no further endurance. A 
licentious banditti had re-established its uncontrolable sway in that' 
unhappy city ; the women, the slaves, the property of the iniiabitants 
of every rank anddescription,hadoneemore become theprey of robbers 
and outlaws, \vho regarded neither the authority of Munsfir, nor of any 
other person : and the efforts of the few honest and well disposed 
individuals, who united to check the excesses of these unprincipled 
depredators, having failed in the application, this wretched inetrO'* 
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pntis abandoned, for another season, to the dominion of civil 
dii^corcl, and of eveiT species of outrasre and atrocity, ; 

The troubles which afflicted tiie province of Irak were, however, 
destined at last to reach the ears of L'l Mamhn ; but the source from 
which they sprung was concealed from him, as sedulously as ever, 
by his artful and ambitious minister. Instead of ascribing the evil 
where it was due, to the general, and determined aversion of the people 
to the government of his brother, the Vezzeir contin ued to impress his 
sovereign with a belief, that it entirely originated in the projects perpe- 
tually renewed by the persecuted race of Ally ; of whom, he asserted 
there was not a city in the empire, in which some individual had not 
started up, to vindicate the claims of his family. On the basis of such 
a representation, the Khalif, after long deliberating on the subject, 
ultimately decided on adopting the following expedient.' It was 
resolved betwixt him and his minister, that some one should be imme- 
diately sought of the lineage of Ally, whose piety and wisdom should 
be alreadv acknowledged throughout the limits of Isslain; whose life 
should have been unpolluted by the vanities of liuintn ambition; and 
whose superior claims should be universally admitted by the whole 
■ race. This distinguished individual when discovered, it was then 
determined to conduct into Khorassaun, to be immediately proclaimed 
successor to the throne of the Khalits, on the demise of UJ Mamun ; 
in such a manner as to convince the whole race that on the death ot that 
prince, the sovereign power should descend, without failure, from the 
house of Abhas to that of Ally. An expedient by which it was hoped 
to unite the whole family in the interests of LT Mamun, and ot this 
their lineal representative ; and finally to appease those commotions 
with which they had so often disturbed the tranquillity of the Mahom- 
medan government. 

In prosecution ofthisplan, theinquirywas seton foot without further 
delay ; and the selection resting upon Alhj Ritzza, the eighth Imaum, 
now residing at Baghdad, (and the brother as it would appear of Zeid-ul- 
Naiir, though of a character perfectly the reverse) it was finally deter- 
mined, between the Khalif and his minister, that he should be immedi- 
ately brought from Irak, and declared successor to the empire on the 
death of 1 1 M^mun ; and that the latter should proceed, tvithout delays 
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4 . H- 201, tomtroduceamonghissubjectsthedoctrinesoftlieShelahSjCallingupoii 
A. P. 816 , tijgjjj to acknowledge thelmaumut, or pontificate, in the descendants of 
’TarikJi Ally and Fatima; in the hope that theplots and conspiracies, which had 
been hitherto directed against the reigning power, might be banished 
theland,and that the disaffected might be at length permanently recon.» 
died to the authority of U1 Mkmun. It may perhaps appear extraor- 
dinary that, when the matter became thus finally arranged, Fazzel 
conceived it no longer necessary to disguise from his master, that the 
seditious and turbulent spirit, on so many recent occasions exhibited 
by the troops of BaghdM, had in truth its origin in their rooted 
aversion to the government of his brother Hussun ; neither does it 
appearless unaccountable, that such a discovery should have produced 
no sort of change in the resolutions of U 1 M^mfin; unless indeed the 
plan is to be considered altogether as a matter of political expediency, 
to answer the purposes of the moment, and to be adhered to, or aban- 
doned, just as the occasion might eventually require. 

Be this however as it may, Rudj^i the son of Zohauk, a maternal 
uncle of U1 Mamun’s, accompanied by a confidential domestic of the 
name of Tumauss, was dispatched to conduct Ally Ruzza from Bagh- 
dad to Meru ; whilst U1 Mamiin hastened on his part to publish through 
that city, the rights of the Sheiahs, or adherents of Ally ; proclaiming 
at the same time, that after himself the Khelaufut was to devolve in 
fullsovereignty to Ally the son ofMussa ; that he was to beconsidered in 
the immediate exercise of the sacred functions ofthelmaumut ; andthat 
it was no longer lawful to molest with injurious persecutions the man 
who, in himself, and in his illustrious predecessors, had already suffered 
too grievously, from the oppressive policy of the houses of Ommeyah 
and Abbas. That, with acknowledged justice on the side of his new 
found collegue, circumstances which he could not controul had alone 
precluded him from an immediate abdication in his favor ; but as heir 
apparent, and successor to the Khelaufut, next after himself, and to the 
entire exclusion of his own offspring, he now solemnly nominated the 
same Ally the son of Mussa, by the title of Urruzza, of the race of 
Mahommed ; further demanding for him, and for his son Mahommed 
Tekky after him, the allegiance of the people. Togive the utmost 
apparent solidity to these arrangements, .U1 Majnuaon the subsequent 
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arrival of the two princes at Merfi, bestowed upon Ally Ruzza the hand A. H. 20!, 
of his eldest daughter Omra-e-Habeib, and that of his youngest, 0mm- 
ul-Fazzel, upon the youthful Mahoinmed ; and lastly, the black banner, 
and uniform of the house of Abbas, which he stigmatized as the livery 
of the infernal regions, was laid aside for the more lively green of the 
race ofF^tima ; which he recommended, as the decoration of the inmates 
of interminable bliss. In these several changes, the minister Fazzel was 
directed to circulate, to every city of the empire, letters demanding 
the concurrence of the inhabitants at large; and publicly announcing, 
that on the demise of Ul Mamun, the throne of the Khalifs was to 
descend without reserve to Ally Ruzza, and after him, in succession, to 
his son Mahommed, or such of the posterity of Ally as might be found 
mostworthyoftheexalted charge; the reigningsovereignbeing, in these 
letters, represented to have merely restored to the legitimate claimant 
the unquestionable rights of the prophet’s family, from a decided con- 
viction of their superiority to those of his own, in whatever point 
examined. 

In obedience to the instructions conveyed to him on this occasion, 

Hussun Sohel, who still resided at Waussit, proceeded to exact from 
the troops of that dependency, an engagement to abide by the plan of 
succession thus recently established by their sovereign : and similar 
instructions being at the same time expedited, to Zialyemnein before 
Rakkafa, to Mosshle, and Jezzeirah, and to all the cities of Syria and 
Hejauz, the agitations which had been so long kept on foot, by the ad- 
herents of the race of Ally and Fatima, appear to have been at once 
laid at rest, to the very remotest limits of the empire. 

Previous to the arrival of his dispatches, it is however observed, 
that Hussun Sohel had contrived to accommodate his differences with 
the refractory garrison of Baghdy,by according to a demand of six 
months gratuity ; it being agreed on their part, that Munsur should 
relinquish his authority, and return to a private station, and that Eissa 
the son of Mahommed, should preside over the city as the delegate of 
Hussun. But the treaty, by which these differences had been recon- 
ciled, was scarcely closed, w^hen a most violent fermentation among 
the soldiery was afresh excited by the letters from his principal, which 
were communicated by the lieutenant of Baghdad ; calling upon the 
inhabitants to pledge themselves in support of the new order of sue- 



A. H. 201. cession ; and immediately to adopt, in their standards and apparel, tli« 
green livery of the Seyeds, or race of Fatima. With the ordinary 
7arikh clamour, the troops protested that while the rights of the house of 
'* Abbas possessed, with them, such an indubitable preference, the 
arrangements which violated those rights should never have their 
concurrence ; and the whole of the family residing at Baghd^ being 
then assembled, a resolution was adopted without delay, to abjure 
the authority of U1 Mamhn ; and to raise to the Khelaufut in his 
stead, some other individual of the race of Abbas, less prodigal of the 
interests of his blood. With these views the malcontents hastened 
with an offer of the imperial dignity to Miuisur the son of Mehedy ; 
but that chief steadily declining their offer, they appeared with the 
same proposal at the gate of his brother Ibrauhim, who was, without 
much difficulty led to coincide with their views ; alleging, as the 
motive of his compliance, his entire disapprobation of any measure of 
U1 Mamun’s, which went to transfer from his own kindred the rights 
of the Khelaufut. On the next ensuing Friday, the troops of Bagh- 
dad in conjunction with theBenni Abbas, assembled together in the 
principal mosque of the city ; where, from the pulpit of the Imaumut^ 
Ibrauhim publicly pronounced that U1 hlamhu was deposed from 
his authority; and reciting the Khotbah in his own name, proceeded 
to demand for himself the allegiance of the people: an event, which is 
here recorded to have taken place, when three days were yet uuex- 
pired of the month of Zilhudje, of the year two hundred and one.* 
We are now, with one slight exception which will occur hereafter, 
and with. considerable regret, compelled to take leave of our instructive 
guide, the Persian translator and continuator of the Tarikh Tebri/, of 
which, the author of these pages has not the good fortune to possess 
more than the first volume, terminating with the death of U1 hlamun ; 
a period to which the reader is abruptly conveyed by a transit of at Least 
seventeen years : and of which, bating the single article of the nomina- 
tion of Mfitassem to succeed to the Khelaufut, notwithstanding the 
deceitful formality of prior arrangements, the events are passed over ia 
totalsilence. This chasm it becomes our object, as far as possible, 
supply from the abridged testimony of more modern authorities, 

^Juljl3th,A.D.817. 
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Ktarin^ assumed the functions of the Khelaufut at Baghdad, in the 'A. H. 20i, 
manner j ust related, Ibrauhim employed considerable exertion to make ^^7- 

himself master of Irak ; and, being triumphant in a variety of actions 
inwhichhewas engaged with the troops ofHussun SoheI,he succeeded 
at last in renderino- I'iis power respectable, if not formidable. These 
untoward events could not however be entirely concealed from U1 
Mamun ; and he ventured at last to interrogate his minister rather 
closely, as to the nature of that authority which had been assumed 
by Ibrauhim. The reply which he received from Zul-reiaussetein was 
that, to give it the most unfavorable construction that such a circum- 
stance could bear, the people had merely raised him to the subordi- 
nate government, without the smallest design upon the Khelaufut, 
or sovereign dignity. 

The power of Ibrauhim had nevertheless been too firmly established 
at Baghdad; and the extent of the evil being thus treacherously 
concealed from his mast.r by Zul-reiaussettin, Imaiun Ally Ruzza 
obtained with LT ilamuna private conference ; at which he disclosed 
to him in detail the nature of those occurrences, which from first to 
h|st had taken place both in Irak and Hejauz, under the odious admin- 
istration of Hussun Sohel ; and having described without reserve the 
magnitude of Ibrauhinfs usurpation, which embraced, as he said, the 
design of contending for the sceptre of the Khalifs, he further an- 
nounced to U1 iMSinun, that these dangerous facts had been withheld 
from his knowledge, by Fazzel, through the treasonable suggestions, 
and to screen the incapacity, and misconduct of his brother Hussun. 

It was therefore upon this disclosure that U1 Mamiin, in the early part 
ot the year two hundred and two, suddenly proceeded for Baghdad. 

On his arrival at Sirkhess, the next town of importance between 
Merfi and Neyshapur, he contrived to liberate himself from the 
inauspicious influence ofZulreiaussetein. This chief, although he 
had, by his skill in astrology, long since discovered that he was to 
lose his life between fire and water, is here accused of presuming 
nevertheless to conceive that the arrangements of eternal destiny were 
to be eluded by the precautions of human foresight. He was how- 
ever, as was far from being unusual, probably left in the dark as to 
the precise circumstances w'hich such an ambiguous prognostic was 

ton. II, X * 
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A. H- 20-1 designed to indicate ; until one day, after he had been indulging him- 
A- D- 817. self in the luxurious lassitude of a warm bath, he was attacked by four 
Kliolaiissut- assassins, who watched his exit, and instantly put him to death ; 
oi-akLbaur. ^ occurred without any very forced construction, that, the 
steam of the bath being produced by the combined operation of fire 
and water, he had been pretty accurately forewarned of his destiny, 
U1 Mamhn did not fail to express the utmost concern and astonish- 
ment at the perpetration of the deed, although shrewdly suspected of 
having authorized it by hisown instructions ; and the strictest orders 
were immediately issued for the apprehension of the murderers. They 
were accordingly secured shortly afterwards, and brought before the 
offended monarch ; who demanded, with apparent indignation, the 
motives which had actuated them in the commission of this atrocious 
act of guilt ? and tliey presumed to admonish him in reply, as he 
feared the wrath of an avenging God, to recollect that the deed had 
originated in hisown express commands! they were, notwithstand- 
ing, consigned to the sword of the executioner, and their heads trans- 
mitted, in proof of the Khalit’s abhorrence of the act to Hussun Sohel. 

Tarikh It is observed in a tvork of considerable respectability, that the ml- 
giizeidah. ing ambition of Fazzel was to emulate the fame of Abu Mosslem ; 
W’hose services to the reigning family, he arrogantly averred to have 
been far surpassed by bis own. A person to wdiom he uttered this 
boast, having ventured to remark, that he seemed to have forgotten, 
tliat instead of a simple change from one brother to another, the Mer- 
onzite claimed the superior merit of wresting the Khelaufut, from a 
dinasty in the vigor of its power, and of transferring it entire to the 
house of Abbas ; Fazzel replied that if he was permitted to live, he 
would, in that respect also, endeavour to surpass the renown of Abu 
MoS'lem. To the operation of this sentiment have accordingly been 
ascribed the measures which led Ul Mkmun, as we have recently seen, 
to establish Ally Ruzza in the line of succession, to the immediate 
exclusion of his own blood. 

Kholaasstrt- Mamun proceeded, however, on his march to Tiiss" ; where, 
al-aUibaur. during a repose of some days afforded to the army, and either through 
the atrocious contrivance of that monarch, as was formerly noticed, or 
through the iu^ities of nature, Ally Ruzza, perhaps very oppor- 
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tunely, quitted the stage of life, in the course of the year two hundred 
and three. Having acquitted himself of the last solemnities to the de- 
parted Iinaum, U1 Mamun again resumed his march for Baghdad. 

In the mean time a derangement of intellect, or melancholy, having 
seized upon Hussun Sohel, his family conceived it expedient to lay 
him in fetters, and to take charge of his government. About the 
same crisis the people of Baghdad, apprized of the assassination of 
Zulreiaussetsin, of the death of Ally Huzza, and of the approach of 
U1 Mhmfm, and evincing a disposition to return to their allegiance, 
Ibrauliim the son of ilehedy penetrated into their designs, and sea- 
sonably disappeared on the second day after the festival of Zilhudje;* 
when U1 Mamun was already arrived within a short distance of the 


A. H. 203. 
A. D. 818. 
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metropolis, which that monarch entered shortly afterwards without 
opposition, in the commencement of the year two hundred and four. 
Tuher Zulyemnein, whose services were still engaged before Rakkab* 
embraced the opportunity of repairing to the presence of U1 Mamun, 
from whom he experienced a favorable and distinguished reception ; 
and he appears to have exerted his influence on this occasion to pre- 
vail upon the Khalif to resume the sable robes, and badges, of the 
house of Abbas. 


In the course of two hundred and five, Zulyemnein was dispatched 205 -^ 
by U1 M^mun to take charge of the government of Khorassaun ; by A. D. 820-21. 
which was laid the foundation of the power subsequently exercised 
in that great province by the race of Taher, The year following, 

Fazzel the son of Rabbeia, here said to have lived in concealment 


ever since the death of Cl Ameiii, ventured to quit his retreat; and 
became an object of clemency and compassion with UI Mamiin. He 
did not, however, long survive his pardon, as his death is the only 
circumstance recorded under the year two hundred and seven. 

Nasser the son of Shebeib continued to give employment to the 
troops under Abdullah Taher, who had been left by his father to pro- 
secute the siege of Rakkah, until the year two hundred and nine; 
when the insurgent, on terras of pardon and indemnity, ventured to 
surrender his person to the besieger ; by whom he was conveyed to 


f Tffelftb of Zilliudje, corresponding to the ninth of June, .A.D. 818. 
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the presence of Ul ^laniiin, and he became also a distinguished proof 
of the mild and clement disposition of that prince. At this period 
Ul Mamun took for his consort Buran, or Turan. the daughter of Hus- 
sun Sohel, then residing at Femin-uI-Sellah ; the nuptials being 
solemnized with indescribable magnificence by the father. In the 
courseof twohundredaud ten, the dethroned Ibrauhim the son of Mehe- 
dy, wandering about the streets of the metropolis in the disguise of a 
woman, was apprehended by the patrole, andconveyed to the presence 
ofUl Mamun ; who, after exposing him in his disgraceful attire to the 
ridicule of the court, had however the magnanimity to bestow upon 
him otherwise the full remission of his otfmces.* 

The year following is recorded as that in which Ul Mfimun evinced 
a disposition favorable to that heretical doctrine, which denies to the 
Koran the authority of divine revelation ; and in the course of two 
hundred and twelve he proceeded, by a severe persecution of his peo- 
ple, to enforce the acknowledgement, that this mass of occasional 
effusions, was no more than the otfspring of creation, or human 
invention. But, as if a mark of conspicuous reprobation was the 
immediate result, of an opinion alleged so impious on the part of the 
Khalil, he found it expedient during the same year to dispatch a 
considerable force into Azerbaijaun, under Mahommed the son of 
Hanieid, the Tussite ; to suppress the insurrection of Baiihek Khor- 
nmdc'ui, an infidel, or atheistical miscreant, as he is here denomi- 
nated, who had revived in that province the licentious doctrines of 
the impostor ofw'faich, if the same that prevailed in the 

time of Kobad the father of Noushirvaun, the prominent principle 
was that of universal equality, or at any rate, of an equal and coinmbn 
pa icipation in all property. After sustaining a variety of conflicts 
with him, the Mahomedan general was ultimately defeated and killed 
during the year two hundred and fourteen; whence this new impostor 
was sutfered to continue his unbridled atrocities against the profession 
of IsslSm, until a period long subsequent to the death of Ul Mamun. 

* The seizure of the island of Crete by the Spanish piratical Arabs, mentioned by Mr. 
Gibbon, mu t have occurred about the 208th of the Hidjciaii, although uuaoticed by ih? 
Persian historiun. 
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The two succeeding years seem to have furnished nothing of impor- A. H. 217. 
tance to the record of history, since we are conveyed at once to the P- 
year two hundred and seventeen ; in which U1 Mamun proceeded to Kbo!aus,ut. 
nominate his brother Miitassem, his successor to the throne of the 
Khalifs ; though his own son Abbas was now living, and survived him 
for many years. This act of succession was made known by letters, 
circulated throughout the empire, demanding the allegiance of the 
people for Miitassem. 

It is sufficiently authenticated,* that towards the conclusion of his 
life and reign, U1 Mamun was engaged in a religious war upon the 
territories of the Greek emperor, Theophilus, the son of Michael the 
stammerer ; during which he his here said to have wrested from that 
monarch not less than fourteen places of considerable strength and 
importance. On his return from a last successful expedition, he had 
encamped by the side of a delightful stream, in the conquered terri- 
tory, to which the oriental writers have given indifferently the name 
ofBezbezun and Bedbedun ; but which, from its vicinity to the city of 
Tarsus in Cilicia, and the alleged coldness of its waters, it will per- 
haps not be an overstrained conjecture to identify with the river 
Cydnus. It was in the season of the vintage, when most species of 
fruit, and particularly dates, were arrived at maturity; and the mon- 
arch was debating with his attendants what would afford the greatest 
relish to ihe delicious stream which ran at their feet, when he expressed 
his preference for a marmalade of dates. Before the conversation was 
at an end, the approach of some camels was announced, and U1 Ma- 
mun directed one of his domestics to inquire what they had brought ; 
because relays of camels had been established all the way to BaghdM 
for the dailv conveyance of intelligence, and of fruit, and other articles 
for the Khalit’s use. The domestic immediately returned with two 
baskets of ripe dates, which he laid before his sovereign ; who agree- 
ably surprised by the apparently felicitous coincidence, indulged 
himself to an imprudent excess, in alternately regaling upon the 
fruit, and the chilling waters of the stream. In consequence of this 
imprudent indulgence, the Khalif was seized on the first day of the 
month of Rudjiib, of the year two hundred and eighteen, with a 
* Tarikh Tefary, Kholaussut-ui-aklilaor, 
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A. H. 218. violent fever ; of which, on the seventeenth of the same month,* ho 
A- P’ 83 9. expired, at the age of forty-eight, having reigned sole monarch of 
Klioiaussnt- calculating from the death ofUl Ameiii, for a period of nine- 

al-a- baur. years, ten months, and six days. His body was conveyed 

to the city of Tarsus, and there committed to the earth, by Miltassem ; 
who performed the last solemn duties over the grave of his brother. 

Of U1 Mhmun, we are told that he was of a swarthy complexion, 
and middling stature; that of the Khalifs of the house of Abbas, he 
was esteemed the most clement, modest, learned and liberal ; that he 
far surpassed them all in the attainments of science ; in the depart- 
ments of which, and in logic and arithmetic, geometry and astronomy 
in particular, he bears the reputation of having .expended three hun- 
dred thousand dinaurs,f in translating the works of the ancient phil- 
osophers from Syriac, or most probably from Greek, into Arabic ; but it 
is observed by the author of the Tarikli guzeidah, in abatement of this 
unqualified eulogy, that his disavow^al, or disbelief of the divine origin 
of the Koran, having drawn upon him the displeasure of his creator, 
he was cut short by the hand of death, in the midst of his unhallowed 
designs to unhinge the sacred principles of Isslam ; such having uni- 
formly been the fate of all those princes who, at whatever periods, may 
have manifested similar purposes of innovation. 

Ul Mutassem, or Miatessem b’lllah Mahommed Abfi Ishauk, 
the son of Harun, eighth Khalifof the house of Abbas. 

Although the destination of this prince to succeed him in the Kbe* 
laufut, had been announced with sufficient publicity by Ul Mkmnn, 
the latter was no sooner known to have quitted the stage of life, than 
Mutassem ® disposition wasevinced, by certain turbulent andfactious individuals, 
B’ulah, as our author is pleased to designate them, in favor of the natural 
ofthehM^eof son Abbas ; whom they accordingly prepared to elevate to 

Abbas. tlte throne of his father. This design W'as however defeated by the 
vigilance ofMuxASSEM, who contriving to bring the young prince to 
a conference, drew from him his pledge of allegiance ; a declaration 
that he had absolutely resigned the Khelaufuf to his uncle ; and an 
admonition to his adherents to recede from the absurd and presumptu- 

‘Corresponding with tlieStli of August, 8^. 
t. At the lowest cmuputation about _I37,b00l. 
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ous plans M'hich they seemed to have in agitation. At all events. Mil- A. H. 2I8. 
tassem proceeded shortly afterwards to Baghdad, and there, without P. S33. 
obstacle, on the first of Ramzaun^oftheyear two hundred and eighteen, 
seated himself in undisturbed possession of the sovereign authority. 

The earliest object which, on his accession to power, appears to have 
employed the attention ofthe new Khalifiw'asthe reduction to their duty 
of the inhabitants of Hamadaun andisfahaun, great numbers of whom 
had avowed the doctrines of Baubek Khorremdein ; and his general 
Ishauk the son of Ibrauhim the Mussaubite proceeding accordingly to 
that quarter, put to the sword near sixty thousand of the schismatics. 

In the beginning of the second Juminaiidv of the vear two hundred 
and twenty, I the archfiuratic was himself attacked in Azerbayjaun, 
by Heyder the son of Kawass, one of the nobles of Transoxiana, 
and another chief of the name of Aukshein, dispatched against him 
by Mutassem ; and, after having sustained several previous conflicts, 
was ultimately defeated with great slaughter to his misguided followers. 

The same year, Mutassem was engaged in constructing the city of Ser- 
menrhi, better known by the name of Saumerab, at a spot then called 
Katfil, about eighty^' or a hundred miles, above Baghdad on the Tigris, 
to which he finally transferred the seat of his government. For this 
the following reason has been assigned bv our author. The Khalif 
had been uufortunatelv led into afavorite planofpurchasing, and enter- 
taining a body of Turkish or Tartar slaves ; whose increasing numbers, 
and licentious behaviour became so obnoxious and irksome to the 
inhabitants of Baghdad, that they at last complained to their sovereign 
of the insolence of these mercenaries : and at once to indulge without 
interruption in the prosecution of a favorite plan, and to relieve himself 
fromthe troublesomereinonstrancesofhis people. Mil tassem resolved on 
ti efoundation ofanewmetropolis,f]xingon thespotonwhichheiram v 
diately proceeded to build the city ofSai nerih; b si,l? of i rivulet 
called the Katuly, which probably at that place flows into the Tigris. 

It is further said§ that the mount on which he erected his pbhce in 
the new city, was formed of the saddle bags of his household cavalry, 


Corresponding with the 18th of September, + June, .A. D. 83>, 

I According to kr. Gibbon, and thirty, § Tarkli gazeiJah, 
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filled up with earthi and that this city extended in time to the distance 
ot'seven Farsangs along the Tigris, trom the greater to the lesser bridge. 

In the course of the year two hundred and twenty two,* having sus- 
tained a total and shameful defeat fromAukshein the Khalifs general 
in Azerbayjaun, the impostorBaubek with the remnant of his followers, 
fled towards Armenia. The flight of the impostor happened to lead 
him through the neighborhood of a certain castle, of which Sohul 
the son of Seinhaut, an officer of the Greek empire, was governor. 
Apprized that the fugitive wasencamped in the neighborhood, this chief 
hastened to visit him ; and overloading him with professions of zeal and 
hospitality,ultimately prevailed upon him to take up his abode in the 
castle. Here he was at first royally entertained ; b ut his hostproceeding 
without ceremony to partake of the repast which was served up on his 
arrival, the impostor, not yet sufficiently humbled by misfortune, 
haughtily demanded if he conceived himself in any way qualified to 
eat with a person of his exalted station ? Suddenly starting upon his 
feet, Sohul aflfected to apologize for the error, into which he pretended 
to have been betrayed by a forgetfulness of the princely rank of his 
illustrious guest. Then calling for a smith, he requested that his ma- 
jesty would be pleased to stretch out his feet ; and as resistance was 
in vain, a massy pair of fetters was immediately fastened to his legs^ 
and the wretched fugitive was thus sent to meditate in a dungeon, on 
the horrors of his situation, A message was now dispatched to 
announce this fortunate seizure to Aukshein ; and an officer of trust 
with an escort of four thousand horse, being immediately ordered by 
that general into Armenia, to convey to his encampment the wretched 
impostor and his betrayer, he had the satisfaction soon afterwards to sep 
them both conducted in safety to his presence. Having bestowed 
upon Sohul every possible mark of kindness, and acknowledgement for 
the important service rendered to his sovereign, Aukshein proceeded 
in charge of his captive towards Saumerah, the present metropolis of 
the empire. 

On his arrival in the vicinity of Saumerah, Mfitassem determined 
to give to the disgrace and discomfiture of this archfanatic, the utmost 
possible notoriety ; and he was accordingly conducted into the metropo- 

• A. D. 836-7. 
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lis, riding upon an elephant, conspicuous to tbeview of the inhabitants, A. H. 2!^, 

every description of ■whom having been directed by the Khalif to meet P- 838, 

him on his approach. He was put to death on the day of his entrance Kholau=sut' 

, j j 1 iil-alihbaur. 

into Saumerah, some time in the course ot tiieyear two nundred and 
t’wenty three. The historian concludes his circumscribed account 
of the impostor Baubek Khorremdein, by relating that a person, who 
had served him as executioner, being asked how many individuals 
he had cut olf in the exercise of his profession, coldly replied that 
he -was only one of ten employed by the schismatic in that capacity ; 
of the number of unfortunates, who had suffered under the hands of 
his collegues, he could therefore not pretend to determine; but for 
his own part, he could acknowledge the execution of twenty thousand 
persons. 

During the same year, the two hundred and twenty third of the 
Hidjerah, Kayssar (the Greek emperor Theophilus, son of Michael the 
stammerer) led his troops to the siege of Betrah, the obscure town of 
Sozopetrain Syria so called by the orientals, and the birth place of 
Mutassem, according to Mr. Gibbon. The Greek prince succeeded 
in the reduction of the place, and conveyed multitudes of the inhabi- 
tants into captivity. Apprized of the irruption, of the insolence, 
according to our author, of the Christian monarch, Mutassem marched 
into Anatolia at the head of a numerous and powerful army ; his 
genera) Aukshein being detached in advance with a considerable 
body of troops. This advanced guard appears to have been attacked 
by the Constantinopolitan, but succeeded in rej)ulsing its assailants 
with great slaughter. The Khalif now united his troops to the divi- 
sion of Aukshein, and soon afterwards appeared before Amuriah ; or 
Amorium in Phrygia, the birth place of the father of Theophilus, as 
■\ve also learn from Mr. Gibbon. The city was besieged and captured, 
and thirty thousand of the followers, or subjects of Caesar, wore put 
totheswoid. Of the siege of this place, on the authority of the 
Christian Ab^lfarage, we derive some further particulars, from the 
p n of the same eloquent and interesting historian of the decline and 
iall of Roman grandeur. 

At this crisis, Mutassem was exposed to extremedanger from aform- 
idable conspiracy among bis principal officers, from which he how'eve? 

TOL.. II. U 
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a. H, 223 . escaped by tlie seasonable disclosures of one of the accomplice^, 
A. P- ^33. Conceiving a disgust at the behaviour of Auksheia and Ashbaus, 
probably the captains of the Turkish mercenaries, and who 
had been promoted to the highest dignities of the empire, the com- 
manders of the national force, resolved on placing Abbas the son of 
Hamun, on the throne of the Khalifs ; and for that purpose laid wait 
for an opportunity to assassinate Mutassem, and the two obnoxious 
foreigners. Fortunately, before the design could be carried into exe- 
cution, Abbas, the unhappy instrument of their intrigues, was at the 
same time seized and imprisoned, and soon afterwards perished, by a 
method somewhat singular. ITis guards having suifered him to gorge 
himself with an immoderate quantity of food, unexpectedly refused 
to supply him with a drop of water to allay his thirst; of which, 
accordingly, and in the utmost misery, he shortly afterwards expired, 
Kot long subsequent to these events, Mutassem returned to Saumerah, 
In the course of the succeeding year, Mauziaur the tributary chief, 
or prince of Tebristaun, wms betrayed into hostilities against the 
authority of Mutassem by the evil counsels of Aukshein . This latter 
had it seems cast his aspiring views on the governmentofKhorassaun; 
and abrother of Zhlyemnein’s, of the name of Hussun, w’as detached on 
the part of Abdullah Tiber, to reduce the refractory chief, whose per- 
son, afterconsiderabledifficultyand exertion, hesucceededin securing; 
and he was, without much delay, conducted to tlie presence of Mutas- 
sem, To that prince he endeavoured to palliate his conduct, by 
ascribing his recent rebellion to the artful practices of Aukshein. The 
discovery did not however rescue him from the sword of the executi- 
oner. Neither did the treacherous Aukshein escape the punishment 
of his malignant designs. He was immediately thrown into prison, 
and there taken otfby poison, sometime in the year twm hundred and 
twenty six : his body, after an ignominious exposure of several days 
on a gibbet, being burnt to ashes by the direction of Mutassem. 

We are now brought to the death of Mutassem ; which after an ill- 
ness of several weeks, took place in the former Rebbeia, of the year 
two hundred and twenty-seven.* This prince has been particularly 
designated the oc tonary Khaieifah; not only because he Avas the eighth 
monarch of this dinasty, but from the following remarkable coinci- 
* Latter end of December A. D. 841 . 
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(!encies. He was the eighth in descent from Abbas j his reign was A. H. 22f. 
distinguished by eight important victories ; eight sons of sovereign A-P-841. 
princes were enrolled in his service ; he Avas master o?“ tight thousand Khokussnt- 
male, and the same number of female slaves ; he was the proprietor of 
eiohty thousand horses ; he had eight sons, and eight daughters; he 
left in his coffers a treasure of eight millions of dinaurs* in gold, and 
eig /j/een millions of dirhems f in silver; and lastly, he lived to the 
age of forty-eight, and according to some authors, enjoyed the Khe- 
laufiit for a period of eight lunar years, eight months, and eight days. 

In solar reckoning we find however, that from the death of U 1 Mimun, 
he possessed the sovereign power for eight years, four mouths, and 
four, or five and twenty days. 

As an instance of the singular strength of arm of this monarch, it is 
stated, that he would hold a sheep in each hand, Avhile his attendants 
flayed them alive ; and as a proof of his zeal for the glory of IssKim, 
although in other respects not scrupulously orthodox, our annalist, 
on the authority of the Tarikh guzeidah, has ascribed the war in 
which heAvas engaged Avith the Greek emperor of Constantinople, to 
the following circumstance. A Mahommedan female, one ofhis sub- 
jects, having fallen into the hands of one of the Greek soldiers, (perad- 
venture at the capture of Sozopetra, as mentioned by Mr. Gibbon) 
inA'oked, in the anguish of misfortune, the name of Mutassem, fWui 
Mlitassemah ! ) the soldier, scoffing at the idea, advised her while she 
was about it, to add to her prayer that Mutassem Avould come to her 
relief, mounted on his pye-bald charger. This sarcasm being con- 
veyed to Mutassem by one ofhis emissaries, he solemnly swore that 
no other object on earth should divert his attention, until he had 
redressed the injuries of this insulted female. Accordingly, although 
in the heart of Avinter, he led a powerful array immediately into the 
territories of the emperor of the east ; and having signally triumphed 
over the troops of that prince, finally succeeded in discharging the 
obligation ofhis vow, by restoring to freedom the unfortunate captive, 
who Avas the object of it. It is further stated, that on this triumphant 
fccasion, the army of Mutassem, to the number one hundred and 

*.Althe lowest computation about 3,666,6661. i3s. 4cl, 
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thirty thousand men, were mounted entirely on party coloured, ot 
pye-bald horses ; thus multiplying the terrors of his presence a hundred 
and thirty thousand fold, in the apprehensions of the insulters of his 

name and nation. 

We shall lastly observe, that although a rank schismatic in his reli- 
sious opinions, being a violent disclaimer of the divine origin of the 
Koran, Mutassem has, by some writers, been, notwithstanding extol- 
led as a %viseand politic prince, eminent for his providence, regularity, 
and valour ; and yet it is acknowledged, that the dangerous practice, 
which he introduced of embodying the Tartar slaves, became ulti- 
mately, through the insolence and licentious behaviour of those 
detested mercenaries, one leading cause of detaching the Mahommedan 
people from their respect and allegiance to the authority of their law- 
ful sovereigns, andat a periodlong subsequent, ofsubverting the throne 
of the Khelaufut. The office ofVezzeir to this prince was executed 
by Mahomnied the son of Ahdulmelek ui Zeyaut — the oil merchant. 
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L W.uiiEK, or Tjuthek B’illah,* Abu Jauffer IIariin,tbe a. H. 2-27. 
son of ilutassem, on the day of his father’s death, and in confer- A. D. 84i. 
mity with the arrangements ofhis will, invested his brows with thediadera Kbola assut- 
of the Khelaufut ; and proceeded to surpass the zeal of both father 
and uncle, in promoting the advancement of schism, and in persecuting 
the advocates of orthodoxy. In consequence of this hostility to the 
faith ofhis ancestors, the only event of his reign which our author has 
thought worthy of particular, or circumstantial record, is the conspir- 
acy set on foot at Baghdad, which had now ceased to be considered as 
the metropolis of the Khalifs, in favor of Ahmed the son of Nasse", 
son of Melek the Khozzhite ; whose merit as a traditionist had obtainc d 
for him the most exalted respect among sincere believers of every des- ^ '^VAUTHEr, 
cription. A powerful party .among the inhabitants had pledged them- 
selves to support his pretensions; and Ahmed with the chiefs of the con- bas. 
spiracy had fixed upon a particular night on which their drums should 
strike up, as a signal to rise against the government. The whole plan 
was ho^vever totally disconcerted by the folly and precipitation cf 
some of its abettors ; who in a fit of inebriety gave the alarm signal some 
nights previous to that which had been determined on ; and the con- 
spiracy having thus prematurely exploded, the design was more fully 
discovered to the lieutenant of Baghdad by one of the guards of the 
police; who had either enrolled himself among the conspirators, or by 
some means or other become acquainted with their views. Ahmed 
and his principal adherents were immediately secured, and the ntxt 
day conducted in irons to Saumerah. It is further said, that being 
there conveyed to the presence of Wauthek, that monarch first re- 
quired of Ahmed to embrace the doctrines of the schismatics; and oa 
his refusal, struck off his head with bis own hand. 

* Dei gratia cuufidens. 
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A. H. 2S2. Labouring under the effects of a dropsical complaint, brought on by 
intemperance, it w.as prescribed to U1 Wauthek by his physicians, to- 
Kiiolaussut- -n’ards the concluding period of life, that he should seat himself in a 
tl-akhbaur. oven, as soon after the embers should have been withdrawn, 

as it shouldbe endurable. The experiment is said to have been at- 
tended with singular success ; but finding such unlooked-for, and 
unexpected relief, the monarch was not to be satisfied without a fur- 
ther application of the remedy, with a more violent degree of heat. In 
this he was obeyed ; and perceiving, when too late, that it was beyond 
his endurance, he beckoned to be taken out of the storv^e, and expired 
©n the same day ; in the latter part of Zilhudje, of the year two hun- 
dred and thirty-two,* at the premature age of six and thirty; and after 
exercising, according to the expression ofthe original, a power repug- 
nant to the orthodox principles of Iss]am,for the period of five years, 
seven months, and some days. Mahommed the son of AbdulmSlek- 
ul-Zeyaut, continued in the exercise of the Vizzaurut during the reign 
of this prince ; whom, notwithstanding his recent ambiguous expres- 
sions, our author acknowledges to have borne the character of a just 
and equitable sovereign, universally applauded for his liberal, and 
bountiful disposition. 

Tarikh moreover, on the testimony of another writer, that 

gifizeidali. Ll TTauthek distinguished himself in a particular manner by hiS 
patronage of the unfortunate race of Ally ; of whom it is said, that, 
during the period of his governmeut, not a single person was suffered 
to remain in a state of indigence; that he surpassed in all the learning 
of his age, and in the powers of elocution ; and that he was so skilful 
a performer in music, as to excite the admiration and envy of the 
acknowledged and most eminent masters of the profession. Lastlyj, 
as a proof of his humane and liberal spirit, it is recorded that the 
suburb of Baghdad called Kirkh, having been destroyed by fire dur- 
ing the reign of U1 Wauthek, he distributed a million of dirhems, f 
hmong the sufferers, to aid them in the reconstruction of their habita- 
tions ; from which, and other instances of his bounty, he probabl;^ 
darived the appellative of the lesser Mhmun. 


• Aagost, A, D. 847. t About 22,8161, ISs. 4d, 
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Ui MuTEtv'UKKEL-JkLA-UtLAH, AMI Fazfd Jsuffer the sob of a. h. 2». 
Mutassem. • A.D.847. 

Mahommed the son of AbdulmMek the Vezzeir, with Ahmed the 
son of Abi Daoud, and others of the principal nobility, had proposed 
on the death of authek, to establish his son Mahommed on the throne 
of theKhaJifs; but from this design they were dissuaded by the expostu- 
lations of Seyf, one of the Tartar commanders ; who remonstrated 
against the dishonor of raising to the supreme dignity, a person after 
whom, either from his minority or some other defect, it was not yet Ul MrrEwrE- 
warranted by the law, to perform the stated course of devotions ; and, as 

the objection met their entire concurrence, they transferred their choice 

on mature deliberation to Jauffer the son of Mutassem, the brother of 
the deceased monarch; to whom they accordingly pledged their alle- 
giance, under the title of xMutewukkel-ala-Ulla; confident in God.* 

Soon after his accession, Mutewukkel, in resentment of some former 
injuyv, put to death” Mahommed the son of Abdulmelek, who had 
occupied the post of Vezzeir during the whole of the late, and the 
preceding reigns. 

In the two hundredth and thirty-fifth of the Hidjerah, this Khalif A. H.2S5. 
evinced his dislike of Jews and Christians by issuing a decree, that 
the men, of either persuasion, should distinguish themselves by wearing 
the zennaur, or idolatrous cord ; and that the women should wear some 
particular mark ot notoriety on their drawers. Both religions were at 
the same time interdicted from every species of employment under 
government ; and among other proofs of wanton degradation, they were 
for the future forbidden the use of iron stirrups to their saddles, being 
.enjoined to substitute in their stead, such as were of wood. In the 
course of the same year, he caused his three sons, Muntusser, Miiattez, 
and Mijeyud, to he acknowledged in rotation as heirs to the Khelaufut, 
entirely disregarding the claims of his two other sons Mouffek, and 
Muntemmed. But to prove the vanity of human speculations, it was 
so directed by the will ofheaven, that the authority of Mftntusser and 
Muattez should occupy hut a very limited period, and that thesupreme 
powershould never devolve to Mueyud ; while it was on the contrary 
<)rdaijied, that the Khelaufut should remain for a series of many years 

* Perhaps more correct! j dflegatus— delegated from viod. 
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A. R. ass. ^-Ith Muatemmed, and should ultimately descend to the posterity of 
Mouffek ; as will hereafter appear. 

Khoiausbut- guch an unlimited predominance had been established, in the favor of 
ol-akbbaur. by one of his servants of the name of Futtah the son of 

Khakan, that towards the year two hundred and thirty-six, the entire 
administration ofaffairsappearsto have been committed, without reserve 
or control to the management of that officer; with powers so compre- 
hensive indeed, that it became afterwards proverbial that in influence 
over his master, no minister was ever parallel to this said Futtah the 
son of Khakan ; excepting alone Jaufler of the race of Barmek, the 
unfortunate and celebrated favorite of Harunrashid.* 

The malignant spirit of Mutewukkel began now to display itself, 
in an ordinance, published about this period, to prohibit his subjects 
from performing the long accustomed visitations at the tombs of Ally 
and his children ; and the more effectually to secure the object of this 
decree, he caused the sacred repository of the ashes of Imaum Hus- 
seyne, and the martyrs at Kerb^a, to be levelled with the eartli.| 

A. H. 239. The year two hundred and thirty-nine w'as distinguished by a fur- 
A. D. 853. jijgy proof of the contempt of this Khalif tor the Jews and Christians, 
unfortunately condemned to exist within the limits of his power ; 
they were now forbidden to ride on horseback, and enjoined to Content 
themselves with the more humble means of conveyance afforded by 
their mules and asses. 

An alarming earthquake which laid in ruins one half of the city of 
Damaghaun, and extended on one side to Jurjaun and Neyshapflr, 
and on the other to Bostaum and Rai and Isfahaun, is recorded as 
the only remarkable event which distinguished the year two hun- 
dred and forty-two J On this occasion the inhabitants of a certain 
village ill the district of Koumiss, south of Damaghaun, having fled 
from their crumbling habitations to the neighboring plains, are said 
to have heard a voice from above, proclaiming in good Arabic, that 
God alone is glorious, and that we are to fly for mercy to the wor- 
ship ot his power. It is further mentioned, as a prodigy which distin- 

* Tarikh giizeidali. 

t It is slated by some writers tliat he diver ed the course of the Euphrates, iu order t» 
lay the mierveniag districts under water. Tide Stevens’s history of Persia, 

tA.D.85C-7. 
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guished some period of the Khelaufut of MAtewukkpl, that it should A. H. 2-S| 

have rained blood in one of the quarters of the city of Balkli. This 

same r isn is however here announced to have been remarkable for 

° . ^ e ul-akhba«r. 

many other occurrences bevbnd the common course of nature, for a 

particular relation of some of which, we are referred to the Mausser- 

ul-1\luluk, or memorials of kings ; a work with which the author of 

these pages is entirely unacquainted. 

For the remaininsr four or five years of the reign of Miitewukkel, 

•J V U' 

we are constrained to reconcile ourselves to the recital of some of 
those instances of folly anddepravity, which will serve to place the char- 
acter of this prince in a more conspicuous point of view. One of the 
amusements in which he chose to indulge himself, was to give a mag- 
nificent entertainment, and in the moment of their brightest convi- 
viality, to turn a lion loose among his astonished guests. Another 
was to introduce a snake into the sleeve of some unfortunate courtier 
upon whom, when bitten, it was his practice to amuse himself by 
making experiments with antidotes. Another notable jest, in which 
he very frequently delighted to sport with the apprehensions of his court, 
was to cast broken jars full of scorpions, into the midst of a crouded 
assembly, to their infinite horror and annoyance.. His destruction 
was however more immediately accelerated by the dispossessing of 
Seyf the Turkish, or Tartar chief, of the lands which he held in Jub- 
baul, or Persian Irak, and the territory of Isfahaun, in order to 
bestow them upon his favorite minister : and perhaps not less, by his 
vexatious treatment of the son whom he had expressly nominated as 
immediate successor to his throne and dignity ; whose name he would 
occasionally condescend to make a pun of, observing, that instead of 
Muntusser, his title should have been Mlmtuzzer; as anxiously look- 
ing forward to the period of his father’s death. On other occasions, 
after drenching away his intellects with intoxicating liquors, he would 
cause the same son to be plied, without intermission, with repeated 
draughts of the disgusting and impure overflowings of debauch. By 
these accumulated insults Muntusser was, at last, impelled to the 
unnatural, and nefarious resolution of forming a conspiracy, among the 
Turkish slaves, against the life of his father. 


TOL II. 
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It had been accidentally mentioned in the presence of Mutewukkel 
that a person at Bassorah was owner of asword of incomparable beauty 
and temper ; which the governor of that place was immediately writ- 
ten to, to purchase and transmit for the Khalit's use. It appeared on 
inquiry, that the sword had been already disposed of, and carried into 
Yemen; where it was however ultimately secured by one of the Kha- 
lit’s agents for the sum of one thousand dirrems. \7hen produced 
for the inspection of Mutewukkel, he expressed his highest approba- 
tion of the sword ; and observed to his favorite minister, that he should 
rclvon liis ddelit^ to select from among the Turkish Maumluks, a 
man of true valour, to wear it for the peculiar protection of the person 
of his sovereign, on all occasions when it should be his pleasure to 
seat himself in the midst of his court. While they were yet engaged 
in conversation, one of that body, of the name of Bagher, entered the 
presence chamber,; and was immediately pointed out by the favorite, 
as a person eminently qualified for this distinguished charge. To 
him accordingly tlie sword was consigned, together with a suitable 
augmentation of salary ; and it is added that Bagher never drew it from 
the scabbard, until he employed it in the assassination of his master. 

Be this however as it may, on what is generally represented as the 
night of Wednesday the fourth of Shavaul,* of the year two hundred 
and forty-seven, when the measure of his follies was com pleat, and 
the destruction of Mutewukkel was finally determined on ; and 
while the infatuated monarch was indulging in the juice of the 
grape, the elder Buka, accompanied by Mussa the son of the 
younger Buka, with Bagher, and Bclghur, and several more of the 
Tartar slaves suddenly made their appearance, with their swords 
drawn, making directly for the Khalit's person. One of the attend- 
ants, conceiving the circumstance to be nothing more than one of the 
ordinary pleasantries, remarked without the smallest apprehension of 
mischief, that as the joke of the lion and the snake had already 
“been disposed of, he reckoned this to be the game of the sword 
andMutevyukkel was about to reply in terms of some displeasure, 
when Bdghir, and another of the conspirators rushed upon, and imme- 
diately dispatched him ; Futtah the son of Khkkaii, who had thro wn 
* Tenth of December, A. D. 861 . 



himself upon the body of his master, being in that situation cut to 
pieces by the assassins. 

Such appears to have been the fate of Mutewukkel, at the age of 
forty ; after an imbecile reign of fourteen years, three months, and 
about five and twenty days ; and it is observed, says our author, in 
the chronicle of the Mussaoudian, that the unhappy monarch was 
thus sacrificed, with at least the concurrence of his unnatural son, at 
a place called Mahuriah ; the very same spot rendered infamous on 
a former occasion, by a similar atrocious parricide committed upon the 
person of Kbossrou Parveiz, by his son Sheiruyah. 

To this period, it is obvious to remark, that for something more than 
a centurv, the Khelaufut had flourished with considerable vijor in 
the hands of the house of Abbas : but, from the death of Mutewukkd 
it lay at the disposal of the Tartar sLw'cs, or guards, and their mercen- 
ary and ferocious chiefs ; and thus it continued for about four score 
and four years, including twelve successions. At the espi ration of that 
period, in the three hundred and thirty-fourth of the Hidjerah, we 
shall find it submerging under the ahevance of the xAmeii’s ul Umra, 
of the race of Buyah ; having, however, previously languished, for 
about eight years, under the usurpation established by YehkuinMu- 
kauny, one of the slaves of Murdawunje, despot of Tebristaun. This 
chief on the assassination of his master, the early protector of the sons of 
Buyah, had contrived to subdue a considerable part of Persian Irak; 
and on the invitation of a traitor minister, ultimately forced himself 
into, and became the first invested with the dignity of Ameirul umra 
at Baghdad. Subject to the arbitrium of the Deyaulemah, or Deyle- 
mites, the descendants of Buyah so denominated, from the province 
of their nativity, it was still sutfered to exist for a further period of 
one hundred and ten years ; wlien, in the four hundred and forty- 
seventh of the Hidjerah, to relieve himself and his people from the 
multiplied oppressions to which they had been so long exposed, the 
aid of Toghriil Beg, by the western nations so fimtastically transformed 
into Tangrolipix, was called in by the Khalif ulKavin; though the 
measure produced but litTe better than a ciiange of oppressors. Un- 
der the control of the house of Seijuk it however faintly vegetated, 
with some transient intervals of. reviving energy, until the six hun- 
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a, H. S47. dred P-iicl fifty-sixth of the Hidjerah, the twelve hundred and fifty- 
A. D. 8 C 1 . eiohth of Christ ; wlien it was finally destroyed, in the person of 
Kii.4aussut- i^liistaussein the last of the Abbassides, by the exterminating fury of 
el-akLbaur. as will be shewn in the sequel of the present volume. 

Ul Muxtusser B’illaii, Abu Jauffer Mahomined, the son of 
Mutewukkel, appears to have succeeded without opposition to the 
imperial dignity laid vacant hy the murder of his father. Immedi- 
ately on his accession he had conferred the Vizzaurut on Ahmed the 
son of U1 Hesseib ; and this minister had taken the earliest opportu- 
nity to communicate to the younger Buka, and some others of the 
Turks, an impression, that if Muntusser should die, and the succession 
devolve to Muattez, not a man of those engaged in the assassination 
of his father would besufifered to live : and that if they were desirous 
Ul Mrmus- of relieving themselves from such a state of perpetual suspense and 

SER B’illab, apprehension, it behoved them to unite their efforts to procure the 

Xllli Klialtf of , , . , . I 

theliouseofAb- <11811611800, or exclusion from the succession otthe two striplings; 

has. alluding to Muattez and his brother hlueyud. Many arguments 

were not requisite to convince these blood stained mercenaries of the 
fate which awaited them in the event of such a contingency ; and 
they accordingly employed their importunities with Mfintusser, to 
secure them without delay against that vengeance to which, by their 
zeal to serve him, they Lad too openly exposed themselves. Con- 
strained by circumstances the unhappy monarch summoned the two 
princes to his presence, and apprized them of the sacrifice which he 
was compelled to require at their hands, of au immediate abdication 
of their claim to the Khelaufut. Mueyud very readily consented to 
relinquish his claim ; and Muattez, aithough he at first express'-'d 
considerable reluctance, was ultimately prevailed upon to follow the 
example. 

Nevertheless, the guilt of a parent’s blood lay with intolerable pres- 
sure on the mind of Muntusser, although iii other respects described 
to have been a prince of considerable merit. His father’s murdered 
form is said to have appeared to him in a dream, and to have addressed 
him in these words — “ Alas Mahommed ! unjustly and cruelly hast 
“ thou embrued thy hands in a father’s blood : but that God who is 
witness to tby guilt, will not permit thee the enjoyment of thy ill- 
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“gotten liODors beyond the fleeting period of a few days.” Haunted by a. h. 248. 
the terrors of his dream, he became a prey to melancholy ; and this A- P- 
shortly producing a disordered frame, he ultimately sunk, under the 
douhle visitation of distemper and depression of spirits, and expired 
on the fifth day of the former Itebbeia,* of the year two hundred and 
fortv-eisrht, before he had ccncluded the fifth month of his miserable 
reign : leaving, however, with the historians of a particular class, the 
character of a judicious, modest, liberal, and beneficent monarch; 
because, peradventure, during the reign of his father, he had distin- 
guished himself by the kindness and humanity of his behaviour to the 
Seyuds, or descendants of Ally and Fatima. 

Ul MrsTAA yke B’j LLAH,t Abul Abbas Ahmed, the son of Mutas- 
sem, twelfth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

On the death of Muntusser, the allegiance of the body of the people 
was secured, by the exertions of the Turkish guards, and by the con- 
currence of the nobility and principal members of the community, for 
Ahmed the son of Mutassem, the uncle of the late monarch, under B’illah, XIWi 
the title of LT MustaayneBTllaii; although not without some oppo- the base 
sition on the part of the soldiery and tradesmen, who declared on the 
same day in favor of the sons of Mutewukkel. But this movement 
was quelled on the spot by the timely application of the unsparing 
steel of the elder Buka ; who on the death of his son iiussa became, 
during the first year of Mustaayne, more immediately attached to the 
person of his sovereign. 

Driven by the impulse of despair and want, an insurrection was 
excited at Kuiah during the year two hundred and fifty, by one of the 
Alliivies, or Sevuds oi'the race of Allv, of the name of Vaheva son of 
Omar. This produced a variety of severe conflicts ; but it was ulti- 
mately suppressed on the death of its author, who was killed by Ma- 
hommed the son of Abdullah Taher, the grandson of Zul-yemnein. 

A bout the same period, the standard of independence was exalted, 
with greater success, in the strong province of Tebristaun, by Hussun 
the son of Zeid ul Baukery, of a distinguished branch of the same 
fitock ; who bore the appellation of the claimant, or suitor, with jus- 

* Abou. the eighth of May, A. D, t Oei giaiia aiuiiiutuif. 
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tice on his side ; and who, after supporting his authority in indepen- 
dence and splendor for nineteen years, against all attempts to subdue 
him, transferred it at his death to his brother Mahommed ; by whom it 
was maintained for a further period of eighteen years ; at the expira- 
tion of which he was cut off by Mahommed the son of Harun, one of 
the feodatories of the house of Abbas. 

In the course of two hundred and fifty-one,* a dispute, with regard to 
the property of certain lands, having arisen between Wasseif and 
Bagher, two of the Turkish chiefs, the Khalif took part with the former. 
On this Bhgher proceeded to represent to his friends and followers, 
that all substantial authority having been usurped to themselves by 
Wasseif, and Buka the other favorite, their claims and services were 
either forgotten, or entirely set at nought. He therefore proposed to 
them, as their only alternative, to unite with him to accomplish the 
destruction of Mustaayne, and of both his obnoxious ministers, and to 
place some other person on the throne of the Khalifs ; a proposal to 
which these mercenaries were, without much difficulty, prevailed 
upon to accede. But information of the conspiracy being seasonably 
convej’edto the two favorites, the promoter of the seditious design 
was immediately seized, and confined in the palace of the Khelaufut. 
The adherents of the disaffected chief now openly threw off their 
allegiance, and proceeding to the imperial stables, pillaged them of all 
their contents. On this, conceiving that when Bagher should be no 
longer alive as a pretext for their violent proceedings, the tumult 
would of itself subside, Wasseif determined on the bold alternative of 
putting him to immediate death. This, as it happened, produced 
however a very opposite result ; for the Turkish insurgents became 
in consequence, exasperated to such a degree, that the two favorites 
were compelled to withdraw the person of their sovereign from Sau- 
ffierah, and to retire with some precipitation to Baghdad. 

Conceiving some remorse for theviolence of their conduct, the Turk- 
ish mercenaries soon afterwards dispatched a deputation to solicit 
the forgiveness of Mfistaayne ; but experiencing an austere reception 
from Mahommed the son of Abdullah Taher, the governor of Bagh- 
dad, the deputation returned with spirits further exasperated to join 
their associates; who now resolved to depose Mustaayne, and to con- 



fer the soverfeign dignity on his nephew Muattez, to whom, without A. H. 
further deliberation, they accordinffly pledged their allegiance. A. D. Rca. 

A considerable army was then dispatched by ^Iiiattez, under the 
orders of his brother MoufFek, to lay siege to Baghdad, within the 
ramparts of which, Mustaliyne prepared to defend his authority. But 
the complexion of his destiny soon assuming an appearance of debility 
and decline, his ministers, together with Mahommed theTaheritethe 
governor of the city, became disposed to accommodate with the times ; 
and a correspondence was accordingly opened with Muattez by the 
Taherite; in which the latter engaged to prevail upon Mustaayne to 
acknowledge the authority of his nephew, provided the government of 
Baghdad should be secured to its present possessor ; and that no 
attempt should be directed against the life of the abdicated monaich. 

To these terms Muattpz readily subscribed; and a treaty, in which 
they were formally ratified, being transmitted according to desire to 
the Taherite, that chief proceeded, in conjunction with Wasseif and 
the younger Buka, to employ the influence of menace, or importunity, 
to prevail upon his distressed and injured sovereign to abdicate his 
crown, and submit to the authority of his rival, Having accomplished 
their object in these points, the degraded monarch was next abridged 
of his personal freedom, and confined to the palace formerly the resi- 
dence of Hussun Sohel. Here he had, however, been suffered to 
exist no longer than a fe^v days, when he received from Muattez, an 
order to proceed to Saumerah ;■ which it was at the same time provided 
that he should never reach, the chamberlain of the reigning sover- 
eign being employed to intercept and dispatch him, while on his jour- 
ney to that place, 

I his event is stated to have occurred in the year two hundred and 
fiity-two, when Mustaayne was of the age of five and thirty, and had 
possessed the ivhelautut for a period of three years and nine months ; 
which, if correct, must confine the date of his death to the very com- 
mencement ot the year. The office of V ezzeir to this prince was held 
by x\hmed the son of Sheirzaud. 

l.i jMuattez BTllah* Abfi Abdullah Zobair, the son of Mute- 
tv ukkel, thirteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas, 

* Dei gratia poteas i’actus. 
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Firmly established on the throne of the Khalifs, Miiatlez conferred 
the dignity of the Vizzaurut upon Ahmed the son of Issrauil; and 
in punctual discharge of his engagement with Mahommed the Taherite, 
in onejespect at least, he transmitted to that chief tlie necessary letters 
patent authorizing him to retain the government of Baghd^ ; being 
further prevailed upon through his particular mediation, to spare the 
lives of Wasseif and Biika, both of whom, on his accession to the Khe- 
laufut, he appeared otherwise disposed to destroy. Not long after- 
wards, at the solicitation of the Turkish guards, the two chiefs were 
invited to Saumerah, and placed among the dignitaries of the court. 

In the mean time the jealousy of Mhattez was maliciously excited 
towards his brother Mueyud, by the representations of Eissa the son 
ofFergh^nshah one of the ministers ; who stated to his sovereign that 
there existed among the people a very powerful spirit of attachment 
for that prince, and that a strong proof of it was to be observed in the 
presents, of w^hatever wms rare and precious, with which they were 
perpetually loading him. All this producing an unfavorable change 
in the mind of Muattez, he ventured at length to intercept, and seize 
for himself, a present of five thousand dirhems* coming from the prince 
of Armenia to his brother. Of this illiberal violence, which he as- 
cribed to the malice of the son of Ferghanshah, Mueyud complained 
to his brother Moutfek ; and at the same time an attempt w'as made 
to induce the Turkish mercenaries to cut off the hostile minister. 
Becoming however apprized of his danger, Eissa did not fail to make 
it known to his sovereign ; and the result was the immediate seizure and 
imprisonment of both the brothers. A few days aiterwards Mueyud, 
bound hand and foot, w^as cast by the Khalifas orders into the snows cf 
theneighboringregion;andinthatstatejarsoffreezingwaterbeinginces- 
santly jioured on him, he miserably perished. His body was then 
brought back and laid in state, shrouded in sables ; the Khalif protest- 
ing to the nobles of his court, that his unfortunate brother had expired 
by the ordinary course of nature. 

In the course of two hundred and fifty three, f the Tartars, and the 
men of Fergliaunah mutinying for their pay, Wasseif ventured to 
reprove them for their disorderly and licentious behaviour ; on -which 
they immediately attacked and hewed him to pieces, with their battle 
* About il4l. lls. 8(1, f A, D. 867. 



The year following, Buka, the other Turkish chief, perceirlnj A. If ssil j 
some obvious change in the Khalifs disposition towards him, suddcnlv A. D. oca. 
withdrew towards Mosssule ; but, receiving intelligence on his wav Kbolauisat- 
that thehouseholdskves ofMuattez were plundering his habitation, and 
his followers dispersing on the report, he took to a small skiff on the 
Tigris, for the purpose of returning to Saumerah ; and in this situation 
he was unexpectedly fallen in with by Waleid, one of the iiughrelries, 
or Lybian stipendiaries, by whom he was immediately secured : and 
who soon afterwards, by orders from their sovereign, took off his head 
and conveyed it to the presence. 

The Tartars, perceiving that the Khalif was bent on their destruc- 
tion, hastened to unite themselves under the authority of Salali, 
the sou of Wasseif one of their late commanders ; and seizing 
the persons of Ahmed the Vezzeir, and others employed in the civil 
departments of the state, immediately put them to the torture, in order 
to obtain possession of their treasure : but tailing in their object, they 
proceeded directly to the palace, and from the Khalif himself peremp- 
torily demanded their pay. After some demur in complying with 
their demands, Salah, with Mabommed the son of Buka, and others 
of the chiefs, without further ceremony, conducted Muattez out of his 
palace, and compelled him to stand in the sun, untilhe consented to abdi- 
cate his authority. They then lodged him in a prison, and dispatched 
some of their associates to Baghdad, to bring from thence iMahommed 
the son of Wauthek, whom they proposed to raise to the Khclautut, 
under the title of Mhhteddy, On his arrival at Saumerah that prince 
was permitted to hold an interview with the abdicated monarch; and, 
ascertaining from his own declaration that he had divested himself of 
the sovereign power, proceeded, in compliance wdth the solicitations 
of the military commanders, and principal inhabitants, to seat himself 
on the throne of the Khalits. The unfortunate Muattez, as in the 
instance of one of his predecessors, was gorged to death a few days 
afterwards, by suffering him to over-eat himself, and then withold- 
. ing from him the means of quenching his thirst. This event is said 
to have taken place in the two hundred and fifty-fifth of the Hkljerah,* 
when IMuattez was at the age of four and twenty, and had possessed 
the Khelauiut, from tlie abdication of Mfistju^ynej for a period of 
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a; H. 255 . al^out three years and seven months, We may therefore be warranted 
A-P- in fisiijn; liis death to the middle of the year. 

Kiioitussut- L'l Muhteddy B’illah,* Abu Isshauk Mahommed the son of 
iU-akhbaur. -jjj '^ygnthek, tburteenth Khalifof the house of Abbas. 

The supreme dignity thus forcibly abdicated by his cousin german, 
l*L Muhtebdy being, without further difficulty, vested in the person of Muhteddy, 
prince, by a regular attendance in his court of justice to relieve 
iouie of Abbas, the necessities, and redress the injuries of his people, evinced an 
early disposition to promote by his own example, the impartial ad- 
ministration of the laws. 

• In the mean time, Mhssa the son of the elder Buka, who had been 
employed by Aluattez, in Tebristaun, to conduct the war against 
Hussun the son of Zeid the Bau-kerite, becoming apprized of the 
murder of his sovereign, hastened to return to the scene of these vio- 
lent proceedings. On which Salah the son of Wasseif, to whom the 
mischief was principally ascribed, suspecting his intentions, suddenly 
withdrew from Saumerah; but on the arrival of IVlussa, at that 
metropolis, and his submission to the authority of Muhteddy, hewa.» 
pursued and pul to death by the agents of that chief. 

Ihe latter part of the year two hundred and fifty-five w'as rendered 
remarkable, by the revolt at Bassorah of the Zengui, or Zengbar slaves ; 
who rose upon their masters, and declared for Ally the son of Mahom- 
med son of Ahmed, another of the Seyuds, or descendants of Tatinia. 
Supported by the aid of these insurgents, this Ally, afterwards distin- 
guished by the appellation of Saheb-ul-Zenje, or prince of the Zen- 
guies, contrived to extend his usurpation from Bassorah to Amlah, 
(perhaps Amara) and a considerahie part of Irak- Arab ; of which he 
maintained himself in possession for fourteen years from this period. 

'ihe benevolent character of Mfiliteddy accorded but little with 
tu disposition ot the licentious profligates who surrounded his throne ; 
and it was not extraordinary that he should have meditated the desiga 
ot relieving himself from the seditious insolence of the Turks. 
Before his measures w'ere, however, ripe for execution, they became 
inown to those mercenaries ; who conspiring with his enemies, 

** Dei gratia ifldiictus, 



sons ofMuteirukkel, proceeded, in the month ofJludjeb* of the rear A. H. 25ff, 
two hundred and fifty-sis, to attack him in the midst of his capital. P; 

After an intrepid resistance, in which the virtuous monarch killed se- 
veral of his assailants with his own hand, they succeeded in securing 
his person ; and having forced him to abdicate his throne in favor of 
the sons of Mutewukkel, for whom they pretended to have risen, they 
then put him to death. 

This was the fate of Aluhteddy, who perished at the age of thirty 
nine, with the acknowledged character of a devout and pious prince; 
and after a short reign of eleven months, and a few days ; during which 
he had, however, at least as far as precept and example could prevail, 
contrived to abolish most of the corrupt and illegal practices too fre- 
quently authorized by the Khalit’s his predecessors : of whom he is said 
to have adopted for his imitation the example alone of the benevo- 
lent Omar Abdulazziz, and like him, to have confined his expences 
to a very moderate and sparing supply from the public treasury. 

Ul Mu A TEMiiED, or iMevatemmed Ala-UllahtAbul Abbas Ahmed, 
the son of Mutewukkel, fifteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Having, in the manner just described, made themselves masters of 
-the person and destiny of Muhteddy, the perfidious Tartars hastened 
to place Ahmed the son of Mutewukkel (the third of the children of 
that weak and capricious prince who arrived at the imperial dignity) 
on the throne of the Klielaufut, w’ith the title of U1 Mfiatemmed ala 
niah, which may perhaps be rendered, him in ichom God has reposed Khalifof 
his eonjidence: that of his father being indeed of a similar import. theliouseofAfc 
The influence of these detested mercenaries was, however, through 
repeated treason, and insufferable insolence, nowgraduallydeclining; 
and in proportion as their power diminished, the affairs of the Khe- 
laufut seemed to exhibit, in the hands of Mfiatemmed, an appearance 
of system and regularity, of which it had been long deprived. 

The attention of Mfiatemmed appears to have been occupied, dur- 
ing the year two hundred and fifty eight, in an unsuccessful attempt 
to reduce Ally Saheb UI Zenje and the revolted slaves at Bassorah ; 
in which he availed himself of the service of his brother Ul MouS'ek, 
who was however compelled by the insurgents to return to Saumerah., 
with discomfiture and loss. 

* J oae, A. J>, 8 70, f Dei gratia sustentatas. 
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In the two hundred and sixty-first of the Hidjerah, he made a sh^ 
of establishing the immediate succession to the throne in his son Jauf- 
fer, with the title of U1 iMiifowez ala Uliah, delegated from God ; with 
reversion to his second son Abfi Ahmed the presumptive heir, and 
the title of U1 Nausser-ud-dein-Ullah— Defender of God’s faith. 
Neither of these princes was however destined to wield the septre of 
royalty. 

So tar back as the year two hundred and forty-nine,* Yakub the son 
of Laiss, the founder of the Sufauriah dinasty, so denominated from his 
father Laiss the Sufaur, the copper smith or brazier, had commenced 
his career of successful revolt in the province of Seiestaun ; and in six 
years he had made himself master of Rhorassaun, the Kohestaun, wdth 
Kermaun, and the entire province of Farss, his title being publicly 
ratified in two hundred and fifty-five, by the Khalif hlifattez. Afe 
the period ofwhich we are now speaking, having extended his con- 
quests to Persian Irak, he was menacing from thence an attack on the 
remaining dominions of the Khelaufut, and preparing to march against 
Baghdad. He was however successfully opposed, andsigually defeated, 
at an obscure place called Dieh Aukkiil, somewhere on his advance 
towards Baghdad, by the Khalif s troops, under the immediate direc- 
tions of his brother U1 Mouffek. 

By^ the author of the Tarikh guceidah wc are told, that after his dis- 
comfitureon this occasion, Yakub Laiss retiring intoKhorassaun, there 
in a short time assembled another army; ^vith which he again advanced 
to try his fortune against the troops of the Khelaufut. On his march 
towards Irak, he is stated to have received from Aluatemmed an ad- 
monition, after the signal proof n hich he had recently experienced 
of the displeasure of heaven, to beware of further tempting the power 
of God; to repent ofhis ambitious follies, and return to his allegiance ; 
and that on w'itlidrawing his army hack again into Khorassaun, all 
the past should be forgotten. To this, in the hardihood of successtul 
usurpation, Y’akub is said to have replied, that for the grandeur to 
which he had raised himself, he was alone indebted to his hitherto 
invincible aim and fortune ; and that until he had humbled the pride 
ami power of the Khalifs, he was determined to be a stranger to repose. 
4f his efforts were crowned with success, it would be very well ; but 
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I'^ ltwas otherwise decided by his destiny, he should neverthcdoss be A. H. 2(5*. 
still master of his morsel and barley loaf, alluding to his original hum- 
ble condition. He enjoyed not, however, an opportunity of bringing 
his alternative to the proof. He died on his march of a fit of the colic ; 
or according to Mr. Stevens, from Texeira, of a pleurisy because he 
declined an application repugnant to an over refined, and obstinate 
sense of delicacy. 

Subsequent to this, in the year two hundred and sixty-four, a further 
attempt was made towards the suppression of Ally Saheb-ul-Zenje and 
the revolters of Bassorah, under Abul Abbas the son of Mowfiek ; 
who at the head of ten thousand horse, having thrice engaged the 
rebels, succeeded at last in giving them a total defeat in the neigh- 
borhood of Yfaussit. Soon after he had achieved his victory, Abul 
Abbas was joined by his father, and with him proceeded in pursuit of 
the fugitives, to the gates of Ahiiauz ; where Ally Siiheb-ul-Zenjehad 
retired for shelter. That chief furnished them, nevertheless, with 
ample employment for the most active exertions, for several years 
subsequent to tins- period; until in the month of Suffer, of the two 
■hundred and seventieth of the Hidjerah,* he bravely perished in the 
field ofbattle ; and with him the usurpation of the Zenguies, after it 
had occasioned, as it is further asserted, the slaughter of more than one 
hundred thousand men. 

After a silent lapse of seven years, the annalist conveys us at once 
to the year two hundred and seventv-eight, to record the death of 1 1 
Mouffek, the loyal and active supporter of his brother’s authority, 
which then took place at Baghdad. The voice of the public now 
declared his son Abul Abbas recently mentioned, presumptive suc- 
cessor to the sovereign dignity with the title of U1 Muatezzed B’illali, 
on the eventual demise of Miifowez the present heir apparent. 

In confirmation of the voice of his people, the Khalif Muatemmed 
in the course of the year following, at a magnificent entertainment 
to which the whole of the principal nobility, Ulema, and ministers of 
law and justice were invited, proceeded to require from his son Mu- 
fowez, his public avowal of having abjured his claim to the Khelaufut ; 
which was then solemnly transferred to his couzin Abul Abba^ 
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A. H. STS. slrearlv’ saluted by the title of Miiatezzed B’illah. This ceremony tbi . 
^ P- Khalif was not destined long to survive, being seized with aquinzv, 
Khclaussut- Qj. inflaination of the throat ; of which in the month of Rudjub,* of the 
ol-ah.hbaur. expired at the age of fifty-one. 

Calculating from the abdication of his predecessor, Muatemmed 
appears to have possessed the dignity of the Khelaufut, for about two 
and twenty years, and five months ; but, according to our author, it 
was a distinction which he enjoyed only in name, the imperial power 
being in substance notoriously exercised, while he lived, by his bro- 
the IMoufPek. Absorbed in his pleasures, and entirely devoted to the 
society of singers and musicians, as he is said to have been, it was 
indeed fortunate for this monarch, that he could command the aid of 
such a brother, to take from him the burden and anxiety of govern- 
ment. All we further learn of Muatemmed is, that he withdrew the 
seat of the Khelaufut from Saumerah, and re-established it once more 
at the former capital of Baghdad ; although this is a change by others 
ascribed to his successor. 

Ur. Muatezzed B’illah, f Abul Abbas Ahmed, the sonofUl 
Mouffek, sixteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Of this prince it is related, that in a dream, during the reign of his 
predecessor, he saw a person robed in white stretch his anm to the 
Tigris, and take up the whole of its watersinto the palm of his hand, which 
he then closed: and that opening his hand again, the stream resumed 
its channel as before. That this mysterious personage should then 
I I Mvattez- addressed him in these words ; “ Abul Abbas knowest thou me ?’* 
XVlthKhalifof which Muatezzed replying in the negative, he proceeded to add^ 
the house of Ab- “ I am Ally the son of Abu Tauleb ; when the Khelaufut devolves 
“ to thee, wilt thou be kind to my posterity ?” And to this particu- 
lar circumstance has been ascribed, by historians, the extraordinary 
indulgence extended during the whole of the reign of Muatezzed to 
the family of the Seyuds ; for whom itwould'appear that he received, 
on the occasion, an impression of benevolence which was never after- 
w’ards obliterated. 

Another extraordinary circumstance recorded of this monarch is, 
> ihat in the course of the year two hundred and eighty-three, as soon 
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es tTie gates of his palace were closed, an apparition presented itself to A. H. 283. 
him under various disguises ; sometimes under the form of a venerable A. D. 8»5. 
old man, with a white beard, in the habit of a monk ; at others in the Kbtdushut- 

ul-*dkuDUur% 

shape of a beautiful youth, and occasionally in the character of a mer- 
chant or tradesman : but under every form to apprize him of the rob- 
beries, and other disorders committed by his troops; and it would 
frequently prove very troublesome to the attendants. This extraor- 
dinary phenomenon long excited the curiosity of the public, and 
became the subject of general conversation ; but the nature of it was 
never discovered. It was probably a phantom dressed up by the 
Khalif, for obvious purposes of police and good government. 

In the year two hundred and eighty-four, Muatezzed evincing a 
design to renew the denunciations from the pulpit, long since discon- 
tinued, on the memory of l\Iauweiah, w'as however dissuaded from 
such a measure, by the sounder discretion of his minister, Obaidullah 
the son of Suliman. 

In this place, our author accommodates his reader with a brief and 
cursory account of the heretical sect of theKeraumitah,or Kermathi- 
ans, of whose principles and profession of faith he furnishes us with 
the tollovving- abstract. They alleged the Imaumut of issmauii the son 
of Jauifer-ul-Saudek, from whom they are not, unfrequently denomi- 
nated Issraauilians ; and because they equally admitted of several 
things proscribed by the ordinances of the law, they have been traduced 
as approximating in their principles to the atheistical doctrines of the 
Mullaiiijedah, although they professed their belief in the existence of 
good and evil spirits; the former under the name of angels leading 
them to happiness, and the latter under that of genii, or jinn, at eter- 
nal hostiiits' with them. Prayers, they maintained to consist in a 
sincere devotion to the memory of their long since beatified Imaum; 
and aims, in allotting to his representative the fifth of their property. 

On the preservation of a secret, they conferred a species of sanctity, by 
giving to it the nameofSiim or Soura — religious abstinence orsilence; 
and to the violation of secrecy they aflixed, on the contrary, a sort of 
stigma, by branding it with the epithet of rena, sound; or perhaps 
Zeonna, loquacity. j\nd lastly from the circumstance of one of their 
chiefs having hi the infancy of the sect applied to his letters the 
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appellation of Miakermct, which signifies a nil painted with ^gtiresl- 
they obtained the denomination of Keraumetah — the people of the 
veil. Their origin might be traced as far back as the reign of Harun 
roshid, or at least to that of Mamun, a point on which there is some- 
diversity of opinion ; since they forbore to disclose their principles, or 
openly to make proselytes to the sect, until the year two hundred 
and eighty-six ; when, by insensible degrees, multitudes had been 
prevailed upon to adopt the tenets of these innovating schismatics. 

In the course of the year just alluded to, they openly revolted in great 
force, under Abu Sauid orSaeid, ulITubauby ; whoput todeath without 
mercy, such ofthe orthodox believers as had the misfortune to fall into 
bis hands. In the beginning of the first month of Rebbeia, of the year- 
two hundred and eighty-seven* he entered Hidjer, the chief town of Ca- 
hareyne ; where he committed every species of outrage and atrocity. 
Intelligence of his proceedings being, however, at last conveyed to 
Mfiatezzed, one of his generals of the name of Abbas the son of Amru, 
was dispatched by that prince w'ith a considerable division of the army, 
to give battle to the insurgent. But the troops of Baghdkl were on 
this occasion defeated, and their general with seven hundred of his 
followers became prisoners to the enemy. The life of the fonner was 
spared, but the latter were immediately put to the sword. Of this 
Abbas it is related, that discarding all hope of mercy on falling into the 
hands of the schismatics, he had quietly resigned himself to his fate ; 
when, after a confinement of some days, he v-as surpi-ised by a visit 
from his conqueror; who intimated to him that on his engagement to 
communicate, word for word, to Muatezzed the message w’hich he was 
about to confide to him, he should be immediately set at large ; 
otherwise that he must prepare for death. The alternative required 
no great effort of deliberation; and Abbas, promised with an oath, that 
whatever he chose to communicate, should be by him rehearsed to his 
sovereign, without the suppression of the slightest circumstance. 
“ Then,” said Abb Sauid, “ tellMuatezzed that I am a man whose abode 
“is in the solitudes of the desert, whose wants are confined to a very 
“ few things merely necessary for the support of existence ; that by 
me his dominions have not been abridged of a single, town, neither 
y March, A, D.SOO* 
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‘■‘have I in any instance occasioned the slightest injury to his govern- A. H. 287 . 
“ inent. Let him take this assurance from me, and I call the judge of 
“ all things to witness the truth of the statement, that although the kin/kibsut- 
“ whole force of his empire were employed to crush me, I shall 
alwavs be ^'icto^ious, and for this good reason — my soldiershavebeen 
“ long inured to fatigue and danger in every shape, while his on the 
“ coutrarj’, nursed in the bosom of enjoyment, must sink under the 
“ trial. At this moment, that they are compelled by his orders to 
traverse the trackless wastes of these deserts, the hour of despair and 
“ defeat presses upon them ; and though they should endeavour to 
“ escape by flight, the greater part must perish by my sword. Xay 
“ admittingthat in the confidence of superior numbers, they should for 
“ the present forbear to retire, it will still be at my discretion by a 
“ counterfeit flight to engage them further in the desert; and on some 
“ favorable opportunity to come upon them in the night, and cut them 
“ off when they least expect it. I would therefore advise him to 
“ reflect, that iu the hostilities with which he has thought fit to pur- 
“ sue me, his armies are not likely to acquire either fame or profit ; and 
“ that for the future it behoves him to recede from a design which 
must terminate so prejudicially to his own interests ; to desist from 
“ a contest that must prove equally unprofitable and unavailing,’' 

Having upon this received his dismission, Abbas proceeded accor- 
dingly to Baghd^ ; where, without either enlargement or extenuation, 
he communicated to his master the message which he had in charge 
from the Kermathian. And it is alleged, that not even the name of 
these schismatics was suffered to pass the lips of Muatezzed, from that 
time to the beginning of the year ty.'o hundred and eighty-nine, when 
the depredations which they dared to commit in the territory of Kufah 
compelled him to make another exertion to check their enormities. 

On this occasion the commander, whom he employed on the service, 

- succeeded in expelling the depredators ; and one of their chieftains 
w'ho became a prisoner, was conveyed to the presence of Miiattezzed. 

To the interrogatories which were put to him, with regard to the 
doctrines of his sect, before he proceeded to reply, this man demanded 
of the Khalif if he was aware, that besought information on a subject 
’ which affected his own personal interests, more nearly than he seemed 
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A. H. 289 . to imagino: and the Jvhalif professing his ignorance, he then explaioife 
A- D- 903- hiiuself as follows. “ When the prophet of isslam, on whom be per- 
Kh.>!au5jut- (! petual benediction, withdrew to that state of existence which never 
ul-asliuaur. pgj.jg}^gg^ ^,.g i;,eard of no claim to the succession on the part of thine 
“ ancestor Abbas. The people on the contrary unanimously pledged 
“ their allegiance to Abu Bukker ; and after him the Khelaufut was 
“further adjudged to Omar: and when, to calm the rising dissensi- 
“ ons, that monarch made the sovereign dignity elective, he appears to 
“ have allotted tothe same Abbas not the slightest share in the trans- 
“action. Itis therefore ourbelief that, in justice, thou shouldsthaveno 
“portion in the throne of the Khalils.'” A reply by which Muatez- 
zed was so much exasperated, that he directed the wretched Kermath- 
ian to be immediately put to death under every species of torture. 

A severe indisposition by which he was soon afterwards attacked, 
convincing Muatezzed that his dissolution was approaching, he con- 
vened the members of his court, and required them to pledge their 
allegiance to his son Ally ; on whom he then conferred the title of 
. U1 Mukteffy, or perhaps Mhtkeffy B’illah. And in the latter part of 
the first Rebbeia,* of the year two hundred and eighty-nine, he 
expired at the age of forty nine; when his authority had endured for 
a period of nine years, and about four or five months. 

Notwithstanding his acknowledged bias in favor of the Seyutls, 
Muatezzed has been stigmatized as a parsimonious and avaricious 
prince; so great a stranger to the milder weaknesses of compassimi 
and humanity, and so eagerly disposed to the effusion of blood, that 
between sentence and execution, no malefactor found with him the 
smallest respite. 

To him, however, on other authorityf we find ascribed an alteration 
in the Alahommedan kalendar, in transferring the commencement of 
theyear from the first day of Ferwardein, corresponding w.th the mon th 
ofMarch, to the period whenthesun attains itsgreatest northern altitui 
a the summer solstice ; in order, as it is alleged, to relieve his people 
from the burdensome inconvenience, under which they had hitherto 
laboured, of being required to pay their taxes before their harvests 
.^adbeen secured. 

♦ ^ P, W3j beginning ofMarclu t Tarikb gftaeidalfc 
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Anotlief circumstance omitted by our author, bu,t whjcii may ivitb A. H. 
advantage be further supplied from the same source as we have just A. D. }iu2. 
had occasion to refer to, is, that the power of the Sui'auriali, or child- 
ren of Leiss, having become extreroely formidable in Persia, during 
the reign of Mhatezzecl, Issmauil of the race of Sainaa, or Somoon, 
as a modei'n Persian would express it,^was employed, under the nomi- 
nal authority of that prince, to suppress the usurpation. An object 
which was ultimately accomplished by theSamaunian ; and he received 
in compensation the entire sovereignty of the vast possessions recently 
occupied by the usurpers. 

Ul Mckteffy C’iflah,* Aba Mahommed Ally, the son of Mu- 
atezzed, seventeenth ivhalif of the house of Abbas. 

At the period of his father’s dissolution, Mukteffy was absent at MukteF- 
Piakkab, but on informatiou of that event, he repaired immediately to fy B ill a a, 
Baghdad; where, on his arrival, the people renewed to him their ^' **^*‘ 
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pledge of fidelity, and experienced from him in return, the most liberal 

proofs of bis bounty, in the rich and magnificent presents which he 

causedto be distributed on the occasion. 

In the second year of this reign, the two hundred and ninetieth of a. H. 290.. 
the Hidjcrah, the province of Syria was exposed to a dreadful irrup- A. D.903i 
tionofthe Kerauinitah, under their chief Yaheya the .son ofRegzuiabjf 
son of Mahruyah : and although this person was killed in battle in the 
early part of the expedition, the schismatics electing his brother Hiis- 
sevne to command , in his room, shortlv afterwards made themselves 
iiia.sters of the greater part of the province. With respect to this 
Kiisseyne we further learn, that he aflfected to trace his descent to 
Issmauil, the adopted patrou of the sect, and son of Jauffer-ul-Saudek, 
the sixth Imaum ; that he has by historians been distinguished by the 
title of Saheb-ul-Sliaumah ; and that the chief to whom, he consigned . 
the direction of his army bore the title of Suheb-ul-haul. Be this as 
it may, the latter was dispatched by his superior at the head of a divi- 
sion of the invaders towards Baulbek , and the territory in that quarter ; 
where they completed the measure of their atrocities by a general 
nlassacre of the inhabitants. Intelligence of these enormities being; 
however conveyed to Miikteffy, he at last assembled his troops to the 
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* Or Zegrliiaii, for the name is pointed both ways in the manuscript* 
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A. H. 2f>o, number of oue liundrod thousand men ; and proceeded at their head 
P- towards the Syrian frontier by the ordinary route of Mossule. On his 
Khoiau^ut- his arrival at Rakkah, a powerful division was- detached in advance 
ul ..Lhbdur. ]|,{ahomin?d the son of Su liman, who fell iu with these depre- 

dators, under theirprincipal chief the Saheb-ul-Shaumah abovealkided 
to, and totally defeated them, about twelve farsangs or leagues from 
Harness : and pursuing them without respite, succeeded in securing 
the persons of both the leaders of the schismatics, and of three hundred 
and sixty of their principal followers, in one of the districts adjoining 
to the Euphrates. 

In the course of the year following, the same Zegruiah, or Saheb-ul 
Shaumah, having effected his escape in a manner which is not explain- 
ed, again appeared in Syria at the head of the Keraumitah ; and sig- 
nalized himself afresh by every species of disorder and outrage. But, 
on the approach of a considerable force destined to act against him 
on the part of Mukte&y, he turned aside into Babylonia, or Arabian 
Irak ; where, at a place called Sfiaun, near K^siah, or Kadessiah, the 
troops of the Khelaufut brought him to an action, and were defeated 
■with great slaughter. Subsequent to this he appears to have prose- 
cuted his designs with impunity, until the year two hundred and ninety 
four; when throwing himself into the route of the pilgrims toMekkah 
in the Arabian desert, he plundered the Karvaun, and put twenty 
thousand of the Hadjies to thesword. Toavenge this sacrilegious insult, 
one of the generals ofMukteffy, ofthenameofWasseif, was dispatch- 
ed at the head of a competent force in pursuit of Zegruiah ; and in the 
latter part of the second Rebbeia* of the same year, brought him 
to another battle, in which after a desperate conflict, the arch Schis- 
matic was at last killed ; many of his followers fell into the hands of 
the Khalit's troops, and the remainder, for the present, dispersed to dif- 
ferent quarters. 

In the month of Zikaudah of the year two hundred and ninety five,f 
at the age of thirty-three, terminated the earthly career ofMuktefly ; 
when he had possessed the throne of the Khalifs for a period of six; 
years, and between five and six months. He bore the character of af 
prudent and benevolent prince. 


♦A.D.S07, February, 
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Trom another source of information it n’oultl appear, tliat'Jaaommed A. !!. as:*, 
the son of Harun, bein^ employed in Tebristaun during’ the reign of 

^ rr 

Miikteffv, to suppress the usurpation of Mahommed the JJaukerite, 

" , . ^^Uzeiuaa. 

the successor ofHussun the sonofZeid, had no sooner accomphshr'd 
that object, through the assistance of Issinauil the Samauuian, than 
he declared himself independent. lie was, however, ultimately compel- 
led to abandon his ambitious views by the troops which were season- 
ably' sent againsthiinbyMukteify: contemporary with whom, itmaybe 
expedient to remark, wercissmauil, and Ahmed, the S-amanides, mon- 
archs of Bokhka. 

Ul Muktedder, or Muktader B’lllah* Abul Fazzel Jauffer, the 
son of Muatezzed, eighteenth Klialif of the house of Abbas. 

Upon the death of Makteffy', the allegiance of the people had been Kholaussat-nl- 
secured, through the zeal and influence of Abbas the son of Hussevne, 
one of the first dignitaries of the empire, for Jauffer the brother of the 
deceased monarch, with the title of Muktedder B’lllah ; but, as this 


prince did not yet exceed his thirteenth year, it became with many 
of every class of society a subject of serious debate, how far it was ulMuetebd- 
prudent to entrust the sovereign power to the hands of such a minor ; ee B'illah, 
and the same reflection producing a change, either real or pretended, XVIllth Xhalif 
in the counsels of Abbas himself, he sought to amend his error, by 
substitutingMahommed the sonof Mbatemmed in hisroom. However, 
the object of bis selection not happening to be then immediately in 
existence, he proposed to transfer his nomination to one of the descend- 
ants of Mutewukkei, who went by' the name of Abul Hussun; but 
as this person was destined by God’s providence, about the same critical 
period, to share the fate of his relative, the imperial dignity became 
by these casualties, at last established in the h-ands of Muktedder. 

The year following notwithstanding, the minister Abbas being, with- 
out ostensible cause, cut offbyHusseynethesonof Hamdan,surnamed 
Abri Heija, the latter entered into a conspiracy with others ef the 
nobility in favor of Abdullah the son of Muattez ; whom they accord- 
ingly raised to the Khelaufut, with the title of Mftrtezza B’illah. 

The conspirators were, however, gallantly opposed by the youthful 


* Dei gratia poteu!, 
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Milk tedder, and Mouniss Khaiidem, (or Mouniss ustaud, as lie is else- 
M'here denominated) the chief of the eunuchs, with such of his guards 
as continued firm to their allegiance ; and falling into the hands of the 
Khalir’s party, they were the whole of them put to death, together 
with the unfortunate Abdullah, who, on the seizure of his person, was 
condemned to share the fate of his accomplices. 

Subsequent to this period for a series of j^ears, little is offered to 
the attention of the reader, but the remc vals and re-appointments 
which perpetually recuiTed among the ministers of Miiktedder ; whose 
attention was otherwise entirely devoted to his pleasures. In the 
course of three hundred and nine,**^ Husseyiie the son of j\Iunsur-ul- 
Hellauje (the cotton dresser) whom, according to our author, the 
learned have united to register in the catalogue of saints, w'as con- 
demned to death, through the influence of Hamed the son of Abbas 
the Vezzeir, and by a fetva, or decision obtained from the Eymah, or 
sacerdotal order. 

In three hundred and eleven, f Abfi Taher the son of Abfi Sauid, 
who had become supreme of the Keraumitah on the death of his father, 
contrived by a forced march from Bahareyne, on the gulph of Persia, 
at the head of seven hundred horse, to surprise the city of Bassorah ; 
from which, after a pillage and massacre of seventeen days, he was suf- 
fered to retire without the slightest molestation. The year following, 
he also plundered and cut to pieces several of the convoys proceeding 
to Mekkah, and extended his ravages to Kuiah ; and having given to 
that city a competent sample of his enormities, he again retired with 
his accustomed celerity into Baharevne. In three hundred and fif- 
teeu,^ having made another irruption into the territory of Kfifah, and 
being thereattackedby Yussufthe son of Abi-us-sauje, one ofthe most 
distinguished of Muktedder’s captains, he defeated and killed that 
commander. The reputation acquired by this victory encouraged 
him to take possession of Anbaur, the' ancient granary of the Persian 
mqaarchSjOntheEuphrates. Aconsiderableseusation was producedby 
these alarming encroachments in the now voluptuous metropolis of 
B^hdad,; aad Mouniss Kbaudem with forty thousand horse, was dis- 
patched by Muktedder to give battle to the Kermathian chief, wh^. 
was again triumphant. 

♦A.D.921. tA,D.923. JA.D.937. 
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In tlic course of tlie year tlu'ee hunclred and sixteen, aact’i&r elianje A. fU si® 
of ministers consig’ued the office of th; vizzaurut to Abu Ally ben 
Sluklah; but the government of Mi-ktedder, throuQ:h the wretched 
and imprudent system of delegating his power to the discretion of 
of a fluctuating ministry, to the companions of his pleasures, and 
even to his women, had Ity tliis time declined into the utmost con- 
tempt. It is even recorded that, in some instances, a bondmaid of his 
mother’s w’as known to preside in the courts of justice. It is there- 
fore not to be wondered at, that he should have been assailed in his 


palace, by Abiil Heijan the son of Hamdan, and Bazug, and other 
factious chiefs, who openly revolted against his authority, during the 
three hundred and seventeenth of the Hidjerah.* On this occasion his 
old and faithful domestic Mouniss ul Khaudem, who had been com- 


pelled to join the insurgents, contrived by some means or other to 
enter the palace before them ; and made use of the opportunity to 
convey the Khalif, his mother and sister, and most ot the individuals 
of his family, in safety to a house of his own. The insurgent chiefs 
proceeded, however, to raise iMahommed the son of Jldatezzed to the 
Khelauiut, with the title of LT Kaher B’illah. But some of the cham- 


berlains or porters, and other inmates of the Khalif s household being, 


on some pretext or other, refused admission by Baziiig, they took 
offence at his beliaviour ; and two days afterwards assembling in arms, 
in the area before the palace of Ul Kkher, with loud and tumultuous 
clamors, demanded their pay. They succeeded in getting into their 
power the persons of Bazug and Eben Hamdan, both of whom they 
immediately put to death : after which, hastening to the dwelling 
house of Moi nlss, where Muktedder had been secured against the 
designs of the rebels, they conveyed that prince, on their shoulders, 
back again in triumph to the palace of the Khelaufut; and there renewed 
their oaths of allegiance to him. The person of Ul K^iher was con- 
signed to a prison ; and he survived, as we shall presently see, to re- 
sume the imperial dignity indeed, but to terminate his days in ultimate 
disgrace and wretchedness. 

At the conclusion of this year, on the eighth day of Zilhudjs,f by the 
pilgrims denominated rouze-e-tezweiah— the day of decoration, Abff 


^ At 1). tTcnth of J aauary, A. P, 9aQ. 
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TUier the chief of the Keraumitah fell suddenly upon the city of 
Mekkah : and having plundered the place, and massacred near thirty 
thousand persons, and otherwise committed incredible enormities in 
the sacred sanctuary of Isslam, retired again into Bahareyne, taking 
with him the Hidjer-ul-asswad, or black rock of the Kaaubah. Not 
long afterwards he is however said to have restored the H i dj er- ul-asswad, 
in consequence of an application from Abii Mahornmed Abdullah, 
entitled Mehedy, the Issmauilite, king of Africa : although it is other- 
wise stated that this sacred relic continued in the hands of the Ker- 
aumitah, for a period of twenty years. 

In theyear three hundred and nineteen, it having been intimated to 
him that the Khalif entertained some violent design against his person, 
Mouniss ul Khhdein suddenly quitted the metropolis without permis- 
sion ; and hastening to Mossule, he succeeded in taking possession of 
that city and the adjoining territory, and in assembling a competent 
force ; at the head of which he shortly afterwards returned towards Bagh- 
dad. The wretched Mhktedder drew out of the town w'ith a design to 
give him battle ; but being basely abandoned by his troops, he fell into 
the hands of a body of Meghrebins, or Lybian mercenaries ; wdio imme- 
diately struck. off his bead, and conveyed it to the successful rebel. 

This, at the age of thirty eight, and after a turbulent and inglorious 
reign, according to our author, of four and twenty years, eleven months, 
and sixteen days, appears to have been the fate of Muktedder ; the 
misfortunes of whose government have been, by some wwiters, prin- 
cipally ascribed to the perpetual, and perhaps capricious variation, 
wdiich he caused to take place among his ministers ; the Vizzaurut 
being transferred no less than fourteen different times, while he slum- 
bered, in luxury and idleness, in thepalace oftheKhalifs. It is however 
here obvious to remark, that for the last sixty or seventy years, the 
power of these once formidable, and illustrious sovereigns had been 
on all sides rapidly declining ; for, as we shall hereafter have occasion 
to commemorate more at large, by the usurpations of the sons ofLeiss 
on one side, of the more permanent and celebrated house ofShman 
on another, and of the rapacious Keraumitah on a third, that exten- 
sive empire which, at one period, embraced beneath its sway the vast 
and spacious dominions of the Persian monarchy, in the meridian of its 



|loi'y, hadbyAistimereceded within the comparativelycircurnserlted A. H. 319 . 
limits of Babylonia and Mesopotamia, the modern Arabian Irak, and 
Jezzeirah ; with the addition, perhaps, of a precarious interest, which 
it still contrived to retain, in the adjoining provinces of Syria. 

U L Ka HER B’illah* Abu Munsur Mahommed the son of Muatez- 
zed, nineteenth Khalif ot the house of Abbas. 

The military chiefs and principal inhabitants of Baghdad uniting, on 
the death of the late Khalif, to pledge their allegiance to Ui Kaher, 
that prince conferred the dignity of the Tizzaurut on Abu Ally Eben 
Muklah, formerly mentioned, and that ofHajeb, or great chamberlain, 
upon Ally the son or A’elleik. The malignant disposition, however, 
which he exhibited in hii treatment of the relatives and dependants, and 
particularly of the mother of his predecessor, whom, notwithstanding Ui Kahip. B’lt. 
shelaboured in thelast stage of a dropsy, he fined in alargesumof money, eah, XiXtk Kha- 
and committed to the charge of his collectors until it was paid, soon * 

furnished to the authors of his elevation, ample cause to regret their 
choice. But the discontent, which was brooding in the minds of his 
ministers, becoming known to the monarch, he contrived for thepre* 
sent to protract the threatening evil ; by cutting off the chief of the 
eunuchs Mouniss ul Khaudem, with Yelleik the chamberlain, and 
Ally, one of his sons. Eben Muklah the A'ezzeir found means, how- 
ever, to escape : and by holding, from his retreat, a correspondence 
with the disaffected chiefs, continued to animate them to the design 
of dethroning their sovereign. Accordingly, when all things indicated 
that the means of Ul Kaher’s humiliation were complete, Seyma the 
captain of the Turkish, or Tartar guards, in conjunction with the 
other chiefs, seized the person of that prince ; and by passing the sear- 
ing instrument across his eyes, forever disqualified him from resuming 
the functions of the imperial dignity. In this state, he is said to have 
continued his miserable existence to the reign of Ul Muteia B illah, 
for a period of fifteen, or sixteen years ; during which he was regularly 
seen every Friday, with other blind mendicants, at the gates of the 
principal mosque, soliciting the charity ot the benevolent tor the man, 
who but as yesterday was their sovereign ; although this day reducei 

to be their wretched supplicant. 

* Dei gratii triumphans, 
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A. n. §22. The wretched Ui Kuher was thus precipitated from his throne, at tjife 
A.D. fiS-i ag-e of fifty-two, in the second year of his roio'n, and the three hundred 
Kii.-iiausiut- and twenty-second of the Hidjerah ; the office of Vezzeir harino’been 
ui--iklibaur. g]|.(-j.j^jjtely exercised' under his authority, by-Eben i^iuklah, by Ma- 
hommed the son of Ul Kaussera, and' by Ahmed the son of Abdullah. 

UlRauzy, orRAUDHY B’i].LAH,*AbulAbbasMahonuned, iheson 
ofMukteddef, twentieth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Having accomplished their design in the deposition of theunfoitu- 

nate Ul Kalier, the heads of the conspiracy, and chief citizens of Bagli- 

dy, proceeded to enlarge from imprisonment Mahommed the son of 

Mhktedder; whom they immediately raised to the throne of the Kha- 

Ct Raczy jji'g under the title of Ul Rauzy B’illah ; and however profuse, on his 
Bill-ak, ... . . . . ‘ 

XXthKhalif accession, in his promises ofthe justice with which he was determined 

of tile house to govern, and of the tavors which he was disposed to dispense to his 
oi Abbas, jt vvould appear from the sequel, that the hopes thus inspired 

by the new monarch, were by no means intended to deceive. He con- 
ferred the Yizzaurut first on Eben Muklali ; but taking offence at 
the conduct of that minister, he removed him in the course” of three 
hundred and twenty-four, and vested the appointment in Abdurrai li- 
man the son of Eissa. The continuance in office of the latter, and 
of several others who succeeded, was, however, not more durable than 
that of their predecessors. 

In the three hundred and twenty-fifth of the Hidjerah, Abu Buk- 
'f ri u-!- entitled Eben Rkek, and here designated the master spring, or 
perhaps key stone of the power of UI Rauzy, entered into a compo- 
sition with Abu Taller the prince of the Keraumitah ; by which, for the 
annual sum of ..fifty thousand diuaurs^of gold from the customs of 
Baghdad, that chief engaged to offer no further molestation to the pil- 
grims, on their way to Mekkah ; and thus a method was at last disco- 
vered to alleviate, in some degree, the mischiefs so long entailed 
upon Isslhm by these ferocious schismatics. 

The verv next year, the \'izzaurut being restored to Eben hiuklali, 
anda dispute arising between that minister and Eben iiatek, for the part 
which he was supposed to have taken in his former dismission, he 

' ' . ^ Dei :;ratia acquiescent 

t About 2*2,9101. 13s, 4d. at the lowest computatioa^ 



m 


sDiig’at to avpnge the injury by inviting to Baslrlkd one of tbe slav;? a. H. S25. 
of Murdauenje the son of Zebaur, prince of Dyviem, Avhose name 
appears have been Buhliem Makauny : and who, after the assassi- Ki; ayjs^ut- 
nat’on of his benefactor, had contrived to subjugate some part of the 
t*-r;itory of Arabian Irak. But the treacherous correspondence being 
detected by Eben Ratek,and laid before the Khalif, and the presence 
of the usurper in his capital but little according with the benevolent 
views of U1 Rauzy, he sent for Eben Muklah. and in terms of indigna- 
tion, taxed him with the odious treason, which he attempted to deny; 
but as his guilt was too clearly substantiated, he was immediately con- 
demned to lose his risht hand : and the sentence was carried into 
execution, in spite of his loud and earnest intreaties, that that hand 
might be spared, which had written so many copies of the Koran. It is 
farther noticed as something singular, that this man should have been 
three times vezzeir, should have served threedilFerentKhalifs, performed 
three pilgrimages to Wekkah, and thrice fairly copied the sacred text 
of the Koran ; and lastly that he should have been three times buried. 

Notwithstanding all this, the Makaunian, in the course of the same 
year, contrary to the known and acknowledged intentions of U1 Rauzy, 
entered Baghdad ; and Eben Ratek being compelled to fly for life, the 
intruder immediately usurped the absolute administration of affairs ; 
and either received, or extorted from U1 Rauzy the title of Ameir-ul- 
itnnra, first grandee, or lieutenant general of the empire, on this occa- 
sion first instituted under. the government of the Khalifs: and from 
that moment may perhaps be properly dated the mere and absolute 
pageantry, the shadow of their former splendor, which only, this illus- 
trious line of princes were henceforward suffered to retain. 

Three years subsequent to this usurpation, namely, in the formep 
month of Rebbeia, of the year three hundred and twenty nine,* Rauzy, 
at the age of thirty-two, expired of a dropsical complaint; after having 
exercised a precarious authority for about six years and ten months. 

He bears with historians the character of having surpassed the major- 
ity of the monarchs of the house of Abbas, in accomplishments “both 
natural and acquired, and particularly in the benevolent and liberal 
qualiti.' s of bis heart ; and he his said' to have left several poetical 
performances, as memorials of an elegant and cultivated miud. Cun« 

* Dece;al)er, A. D. n40. 
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A. H. S29. temporaries with him, were Emmaud-ud doulah the Deylemite, and 
his brothers ; and Nasser the son of Ahmed the Samaunian, monarch 
Kholaussut- Transosiana. 

11 aii baur. MuTEKKY* Ullah, Abu Ishauk Ibrauhimi the son of Muk- 
tedder: twenty-first Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Being absent at Waussit, at the period ofUl Rauzy’s disolution, the 
Ameir-ul-fimra, on intimation of that event, dispatched his instruc- 
tions to the Ulema, Kauzies, and chiefs of the Hashemites at Bagh- 
tiMuTEKKV dad, requiring them to transfer their allegiance to any one of the race 
liLLAH.XXIst qP whom they conceived best qualified for the arduous charge 
liouseof Abbas. imperial government. In coniormity with tnese instructions, the 

principal inhabitants proceeded accordingly to delilierate on the choice 
of asuccessor to the vacant throne ; and ultimately fixed upon Ibrauhim 
the son of hluktedder, the brother of the late monarch, whom they 
immediately saluted Khalif with the title of Mutekky Ullah'. 

But, that the proud sovereignty of the Khalifs was now reduced to 
a shadow, a convincing proof, if any were at all necessary, was exhi- 
bited in the conduct of the rapacious Aineir-ul-umra Buhkem, in the 
early part of this reign. For dispatching to BaghdM a division of 
his followers, they seized for his use the whole of the horses, and camels, 
and other valuable effects of every description, .hitherto deemed the 
exclusive property of the imperial family. The usurper did not, how- 
ever, long survive to felicitate himself on this audacious actof successful 
spoliation ; for almost at the very moment of its execution, he was 
assassinated on a hunting party, by a native of Kurdestaun. On the 
death of this chief, who is otherwise favorably spoken of, for the rigor 
of his police, and the strictness with which he caused the laws to be 
executedagainst malefactors, the dignityof Ameir-ul-umra was aspired 
to, by Abii Abdullah Bureidy, at this period governor of Bassorah ; who 
foi the attainment of the object of his ambition, shortly afterwards ap- 
proached Baghdad ; but being successfully opposed in arms, by a body 
of the Tartar garrison, he was this time compelled to recede from his 
design. 

The year following he returned, however, and made himself mastei* 
♦f Baghdad ; and in revenge for his former miscarriage, gave up thaj^ 

* PiB5, 
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Vretched city to all the horrors of pillage and slaughter, ilutekky, a. H. gsift 
Avith ahand of faithful followers, effected his escape in private to Mossul ; 
from whence he implored the assistance ofNasser-ud-doulah and his 
hrother, the sons of Abdullah ben Hamdan governor of Syria. In cheer- 
ful compliance with his request, he was joined shortly afterwards by 
those chieftains at the head of a numerous force ; with which they pro- 
ceeded to re-instate him, in the possession ofhis metropolis and authority. 

On intelligence oftheKhalifs approach thus powerfully supported, the 
Bureidian abandoned Baghdad, which was immediately re- occupied 
by its legitimate prince, the usurper retreating towards Waussit: but 
being closely pursued by Nasser-ud-doulah, he was overtaken on his 
march towards that place, in the neighborhood of Medaein; where 
having ventured to give battle to his pursuer, he was shamefully de- 
feated, and driven to consult his safety by a precipitate flight. 

In the course of three hundred and thirty-one,* the dignity of Ameir 
ul umra, notwithstanding the alleged odiousnessof his relative, appears 
to have devolved on Touzun, one of the kindred of the late hlakau- 
nian ; but some jealousies having arisen to destroy the harmony, which 
might for a short time have subsisted between the prince and his min- 
ister, botli parties had recourse to the sword ; and the former having 
been defeated, was compelled in the following year to retire to Rakkah : 
from whence he now dispatched to solicit the aid of Ekhsheid, prince 
or governor of Egypt. That prince repaired shortly afterwards to Rak- 
kah, and endeavored to prevail upon ilutekky to accompany him to 
his province ; there to reside while a sufficient force should be assem- 
bling to avenge his wrongs. The Khalif, for reasons which are not 
explained, declined this invitation ; chusing rather to risk the chance 
of an accommodation with his oppressor, to whom he accordingly ap- 
plied for peace. Convening the heads of the law and religion at Bagh- 
dM, the perfidious Touzun, in their presence, and that of the messenger 
employed by Mfitekky on the occasion, took a solemn oath, that with- 
out the most distant conception of evil, he should henceforward ever 
retain fortheKhalifs authority, the most sincere loyalty and submis- 
sion : and to that effect, having drawn up, aud executed. a written en- 
gagement in due form, it was by the same messenger immediately 
.transmitted to Mutekky ; who most unadvisedly fell into the snarcf 

*A. P.948, 
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On receipt of tliis insidious paper, the Khalif, in spite of the remon- 
strances of both Nasser ud douiah and Scymd doulali, and oi'iikh- 
sheid Erovernor of Egypt, proceeded towards Baghdad; and being met, on 
hisarrival at the canal of Eissa, by Tonzhn, he there received outwardly 
from that minister every mark of respect and duty, at the same moraeut 
that his agents were employed to conduct Abdullah the son of Aliik- 
teffy to the encampment, for the purpose of superseding him: but 
immediately on the arrival of Abdullah, the perfidious minister threw 
oil’ the mask, seized the person of his unhappy sorereigil, and, apply- 
ing the searing instrument to his eyes, forever bereaved him of sight. 

This event appears to have taken place in the three hundred and 
thirty-third of the iiidjerah, when Mutekky had exercised his pre- 
carious authority for three years, and eleven months. He is stated 
to have survived his misfortune fora period of five and twenty years; 
namely, to the three hundred and fifty-eighth of the Iiidjerah, wlien 
he quitted this life, and was buried somewhere on the western side of 
liaghdy. Ill addition to its other distresses, that unfortunate city 
experienced, during the reign of Mfitekky, the affliction of a severe 
famine : and we shall further remark, that contemporary with this 
ill-fated monarch, were the princes Kksser ben 'Ahmed, and las 
sou Null, or Noah, the Samanides : and Emmaud-ud-douiali and his 
brothers, the Deyleraites of the race of Buyah. 

Ul Mustekfy BTllah,* Abul Kaussem Abdullah, the son of 
Miiktetfy, twenty-second Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Having circumvented, and deposed his sovereign in the manner above 
related, Touzhn proceeded to establish on the throne of the ivhalifs, 
Abdullah the son ofMukteffy, the couzin german of the extruded mon- 
arch, with the title of Aiustekfy orMustekefiy B’illah. The perfidious 
Ameir-ul-umra was, however, not suffered long to triumph in the 
successor his iniquitous plans ; a signal, and almost iinmediate judg- 
ment would seem to have pursued him, for the violence ot wiiicii lie 
had been guilty towards the person of the unfortunate Mutekky ; for 
he was smitten with blindness, and died shortly afterwards, in the 
mouth of Mbhurrim of the year three hundred and tiiirty-iour.f' 

The government of Baghdad, at this period become, very probably, 
an appendage to the dignity of Ameir-ul-uma, now devolved upoa 
* Pei^ratktui luicute iiuppaeaui . t AU^ast, A. D. . 
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♦He of the militarv chiefs, here called the son of j'helrzaud. This rain- A. H. 


ister proceed! bo^Yeve ^5 to exercise his authoritv with every species ^ 
0 / oppression and violence, the situation of the wretched inhabitants 

ui-ctkj 

became to the last degree deplorable ; and intelligence of their suifer- 
ings being conveyed to Ahtjud the son of Biij/ah, who had by this 
time extended his conquests to Ahuauz, that commander immediately 
directed his march towards BaghdM. The son of Sheirzaud, and the 
Turkish Maumluks terrified at his approach, abandoned the city and 
fled ; and iNiusteklV conceived it expedient ibr a short time to follow 
their example. But Ahmed the son of Buyah having scon afterwards* 
entered Baghdad, without opposition, the Khalif, among others, hast- 
ened to visit him : expressing the utmost joy and gratitude, that his 
presence should at last have relieved him from the apprehensions, 
under which he had continually lived, from the violence of the Turks. 

The son of Buyah made little difficulty in pledging his allegiance 
to Mustekty, and received from him, in return, the title of Muezz-ud- 
doulah, the^lorij of the state, by which we are henceforward to recog- 
nize him. For a tew days, things appeared to proceed between them 
with considerable harmony; but a misunderstanding having ulti- 
mateiy arisen,. this phantom of a Khalif was, in the course of the very' 
same jear, seized by 2duezz-ud-doulah, and like some of his prede- 
cessors, condemned to lose his eye-sight ; in which situation he, 
however, survived to the year three hundred and thirty-eight. 

Slustekfy had attained to the age of forty-one, before he was called 
to the now meagre, and unsubstantial honors of the Khelaufut ; which, 
however nominal, he was not suffered to enjoy beyond the circum- 
scribed period of sixteen months ; haying been degraded from his 
authority, and condemned to languish in perpetual night in the 
year three hundred and thirty-four. The office of Vezzeir, which 
still subsisted, though shorn of all its splendor, was held during the 
ri.ign of MustektV, by Abiil f errah Mahommed'tlie son of Aliy. Con- 
t*Hiiporary with this Khctlif were Nuh the son ofMunser, or Muusur, 
the Saiiiauniau ; and Einmaud-ud-cloulah the Deylemite, with his 
brothers Rokkeii-ud‘doulah, and Muezz-iid-doulah; the latter ofwhoia 
hecenue^as we have just seen,theauthorofhis misfortunes and disgrace. 


* On me liih of the foruitr Juminaudy, or ISlh of December, A, D. 945, 
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CHAP. V. 


lif of the house of 


A. H. 834. T JL Muteia Ullah* Abul Kaussem Fazzel, the son of M'uk.i 
— 1 vJ tedder, twenty-third Khalif of the house of Abbas, 
ul-akhbaur.' Having confirmed, instead of alleviating the degraded state of the 
Khelaufut, by the sufferings inflicted upon the deposed Mfistekfy, 
the Deylemite proceeded to the further exercise of his power, by rais- 
ing Fazzel the son ofMfiktedderto the sovereign dignity, with the title 
of Muteia Ullah ; providing, at the same time, that he should not forget 
his humiliating dependence, by the appointment of an agent, to note 
I’l Muteia Ul- and keeparegularaccountof,thereceiptand expenditure ofthe pageant 

totally indeed, according to our author, was the represen- 
tative ofthe house of Abbas excluded from any influence in the govern- 
ment, during the ministry of Mfiezz-ud-doulah, that it wms for some 
time in the contemplation of that minister, to transfer the Khelaufut 
altogether, to Abul Hussun Mahommed the son of Y aheya theZeidian ; 
from an opinion, which he appeared to have embraced, of thesupeiior 
claims ofthe decendants of Ally : but from the execution of this design 
he was dissuaded by his Vezzeir Abfi Jauffer Mahommed the Zem- 
meirian; who proved to him, by the most convincingarguments, that 
such a change in the succession would be inevitably followed by the 
subversion of his own power. 

Such being the absolute nullity to which his power was reduced, 
it is perhaps not extraordinary that, during the comparatively protracted 
reign of Muteia, theonly circumstance which our author has conceived 
worthy of record, is the restoration, in three hundred and thirty nine,'|' 
of the hidjer-ul-asswad, by the Keraumitah ; who having brought it 
to the city of Khfah, and fastened it to one of the pillars of the prin- 
cipalmosque at that place, there left it; with the information, that it was 
by cemmaad they had taken it away, and by command they 
* Dto suhmis^as, vd-submitteui), t A> D. 9u0, 
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testoreclit. The venerated mrj-ble was soon afterwards conreredbv the A. H, 33& 
faithful Mahommedans to Mckkah, and there fixed in its proper place. P- ^ 

And it is moreover added, on the authority of another work,* that, 
although in conveying it to the country of their abode, the Keraumitah 
disabled forty camels in the undertaking, the single camel which was 
employedou this occasion by theilosslems, to canyithacktoMekkah, 
throve to an extraordinary degree under the sacred burden. 

It will be seen in a subsequent page of this work, that Muezz-ud- 
doulah dying in the course of three hundred and fifty six, he was suc- 
ceeded as Ameir-ul-mnra, by his son and successor, Ezz-ud-doulali 
Bukhtiaur; \vhich;doesnot however appear to have produced any change 
in the destiny oi the Khelaufqt. Be this as it may, on the thirteenth 
of the month oiZilkaudah, of the year three hundred and sixty three* 
the shadow of authority v/hicli remained to him, was abdicated by 
Muteia, inconsequence of a stroke of the palsy, in favor of his son 
Abdul Kereim. He survived his abdication about two months. 

The reign of this prince appears to have occupied a period of twenty 
eight solar, ov twenty nine hmar years, and five or six months; and 
.contemporary with him were Nfih or Nouh and his son AbdulmHek, 
the Samanides, monarchs of Bokhstra : and Em naud-ud-doulah, his 
brothers, and nephew Ezzed-ud-doulabthe son of Rokken-ud'douiah 
the Deylemites. 

, Ul Taeia Ullah^ AhuBukker Abdul Kereim, the sonof Muteia, 
twenty-fourth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

The throne of the Khalifs having been abdicated by his father, in 
the manner just related, the military chiefs, and principal inhabitants lab, XXIVth 
of the metropolis appear to have submitted without debate to theau- Kiialii, 
thority of Abdul Kereim, under the title of Ul Tdeia Ullah : but the 
dissensions which broke out at the very commencement of his reign, 
between Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur the ±Ameir-ul-nmra, and the Turk- 
ish mercenaries, afforded but a fearful prospect of the advantages of 
loyalty. In the mean time, Ezz-ud-doulah withdrawing with precipi- 
' tation towards Waussit, in order to solicit the aid of his couzin Ezzed- 
ud-doulah, the Khalifwas compelled to accompany the Turks in their 

* The Tarikh gttzeWali. f Tliirii ol September, A. D. 874. i Beo sobatitUits. 
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A. H. 834, pursuit of him to the rails of that city ; before rhich several conflicts 
A.D. 975. now took phice, terminating for the most part to the disadvantage and 
Klio!aussut- (jefgat of Bukhtiaur. 

ul-akhbaur. Ezzed-ud-doiilah advancing into Arabian Irak in the course of 
the succeeding year, to the relief of his kinsman, and the Turks flying 
towards Baghdad, on his arrival near Waussit, they were immediately 
pursued, in their turn, by the two couzins now united. Baghdad wai 
soon afterwards again subjugated to the power of the Deylemites. LU 
Taeia received, however,from the conquerors every mark of veneration 
and respect; andEzzed-ud-doulah, having re-established his kinsman 
in the dignity of Am 'ir-ul-hmra, returned in triumph into Farss. 

From a mis understHn ding which had, however, arisen with his rela- 
tive, Ezz 'd-ud-doiilahin threehundredandsixty six, re-appeared beforfe 
Baghdad at the head of his troops; and having succeeded after a tedious 
and obstinate course of hostilities, in dispossessing Ezz-iid-doulah* of 
thecity, compelled him in the following year, three hundred and sixty 
seven, to retireinto S ria. In that province Ezz-ud-doulah unfortu- 
nately contrived to raise a body oftroops, with which he hastened once 
more towards Baghdad ; and his kinsman advanced to give him battle. 
He was defeated and taken prisoner in the neighbourhood of Tekreit, 
and immediately put to death. Ezzed-ud-doulah survived this period 
about fiveyears — to the year three hundred and seventy-two ; when he 
died, and was succeeded in all his powers and possessions by hissoUj 
with the title of Siimsauin-ud-douiab. 

At the hazard of being taxed with equal credulity, we are here com- 
pelled to mention from our author, as a circumstance which heprofes- 
ses torelateonthe concurring testimony of historians, that i n the course 
of the year three liundredand seventy.four,*a prodigious animal, in size 
surpassing an elephant, and of the feathered race according to some 
W'riters, was observed to emerge from the seaot Omman ; anu taking its 
station on the summit of an adjoining tumulus, to utter in distinct 
and excellent Arabic, the words “ Kuddi-lvurreba,” ebreo dili'ereiit 
time's, directing its voice, and looking eastwards. Ihis was repeated 
for three days successively, alter which it totally disappeared. 1 he 

“Tliesetwonaiiips are soeasi yconfonuded, tha*. itmav be necesaary to remark, tbul the 
forme similes the arm, and the latter tlie ghry of the state. 

tA.U.y84-6. 



expressions may beallegod to signify either, “ the separation, or the re- A. H. 3:+, 
“surrection, is at hand.” But of what nature the animal, or what strange 
event it might be construed to prognosticate is not exactly explained. Khokuisut- 
On the authority of theTarikh guzeidah, however, it may be added that 
during the same t'ear, the province ofHejauz, including thetwo sacred 
cities, was wrested by the Issmauilians from the dominion of the 
house of Abbas. 

Through some malignant motive, either of jealousy or ambition, aa 
army was conducted in the course of three hundred and seventv-six,* 
by Shurf-ud-doulah, to the attack of his brother Sumsaum-ud-doulah, 
at Baghdad ; find the latter imprudently relying on the influence of 
fraternal affection, ami repairing to the camp of his aggressor, found 
in imprisonment ample occasion to regret his imbecility. On his 
entrance into Baglidy shortlv afterwards, Shurf-ud-doulah evinced, 
however, for U1 Taeia every outward proof of respect, and suffered 
him as before to retain the trappings of imperial splendor. 

On the death of Shurf-ud-doulah in the three hundred and seventy- 
ninth of the Hidjerah,* he was succeeded in the dignity of Aineir-ul- 
flmra, by his brother Abd Nasser Feyrdz Khossrou, who received 
the title of Beha-ud-doulah. The year following, the avarice of this 
man being attracted by the rich effects, of which the representative 
of the house of Abbas was yet allowed to retain possession, he 
solicited one day, on some pretext or other, permission to visit the 
palace of the Khelaufut : where having seated himself, according to 
custom, in a chair of state, in the presence of U1 Taeia, and several 
of the Deylemite commanders pressing forwards at the same time, the 
Thalif, on the supposition that it was for the purpose of kissing his 
hands, very graciously extended them towards the intrudei-s. The 
Deylemites in mediately seied him by the arms, and forcing him from 
his throne, conveyed tlie wretched monarch to another apartment : 
while Behh-ud-doulah employed the opportunity to appropriate his 
treasure and valuables. At the-same time messengers were dispatched 
to invite Ahmed the son of Ishauk, the grandson of Muktedder, now 
residing at Tenjah, or Mekkab sometimes so denominated, to tak© 
possession of the throne of his nephew. 

' tA.D.»88, 
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A. H. SS!. U1 Taeiais said to have occupied the throne of the Khalifs for 6 
period of seventeen years, nine months and some days ; by which 
Khoiau ssut- [gj jq conclude that his degradation took place from the four. 

^ ' teenth to the twentieth of Shabaun,* of the year three hundred and 

eighty-one. It is however added, that he survived his humiliation 
for a nnraber ofyears, was admitted to a considerable degree of friend- 
ship, and to the society of his successor, and died after all at the 
mature age of sixtv-nine. 

Ul Kader B’illah,']' Abul Abbas Ahmed the son of Ishauk, 
son of Muktedder, twenty-fifth Khalif of the house uf xA.bbas. 

TJl Kadek B'il- With the common failing of contracted nainds, a predilection for 
hf of thelou^e of i^arvellous, our annalist ushers in his very concise account of the 
Abbas. long reign of Ul Kycr, with the followingcircumstances ; which he 

proceeds to communicate on the authority of Heyhut Ullah, the 
secretary of i\Iuhu 2 zeb-ud-dou]ah the Dcylemite. 

Towards the close of the preceding reign, apprehensive that Ul 
Taeia Avas meditating some designs hostile to his person, the grand- 
son of Mfiktedder fled for protection to Muhuzzeb-ud-doulah, who 
kept his court at that period at Tenjah but whether this has any 
allusion to Mekkah, as recently advanced, must still remain in some 
degree of uncertainty. Be this, however, as it may, Heybut Ullah 
the secretary already mentioned, repairing one day to the abode of 
the imperial fugitive, found him involved in deep reflection, and pro- 
ceeded to demand the reason. Ahmed informed him, without reserve) 
that the night before he had been visited, by what he conceived to be 
a very singular dream, Avhich he then described. The city he ima- 
gined to be surrounded by a vast and sudden inundation ; and 
\vhile the inhabitants were busily employed in laying a bridge to effect 
their escape from it, and he was contemplating with astonishment the 
prodigious expanse of waters which extended on all sides of him, he 
thought he perceived, at the opposite extremity of the bridge, a per- 
son, who called to him to know, if he was desirous of being conveyed 
safeoverthis tremendous inundation. Havingreadily replied in the aflir- 
ipativfe, he thought the stranger stretchedout his hand, and drew him ii^ 

” 25tht<) 3 ’st of October, 891. f Dei gratis potens. 

$ There is a place of this name vest of Katif, on the gulph of Persi?, 
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safety to the other side. That, his surprise being considerably aus;- A. H. SOI. 
mented by the circumstance, he expressed a desire to learn to whom 
he was indebted for his miraculous deliverance; and received the tbl- 
lowing reply. “ I am Ally the son of Abitauleb — the moment is at 
“ hand when thou shalt be raised to the Khelaufut — it will behove 
“ thee to protect, and befriend my children, and the advocates of my 
“ family.” When Ahmed had proceeded thus far in his relation, the 
voices of the messengers, who had been dispatched by Beha-ud-dou- 
lah to invite him to Baghdad, were heard at the door ; and he was 
immediately dismissed to avail himself of his exalted destiny, with an 
equipment, adequate to his rank, provided by the liberality of ilu- 
huzzeh-iul-doiilah. 

On his arrival in the neighborhood of the metropolis, the Khalif elect 
was met by the regent, and all the principal inhabitants ; and on the 
spot received their pledge of allegiance, with the title of U1 Ivhder 
B’illah. He entered Baghdad on the thirteenth of the month of Ram- 
zaun ;*and we might be led to imagine that his reign commenced under 
auspices the most favorable, since it is here stated, that on his entrance 
into his capital, the affairs of the Khelaufut immediately assumed an 
appearance of regularity and system ; and that the power hitherto exer- 
cised by the princes of the race of Buyah, was not much longer per- 
mitted to retain its over-bearing and oppressive predominance. 

Under the year three hundred and eigjhtv-three we find it, however, 

" * ' Tiirikh 

noticed, thatSekeinah the daughter of Beha-ud-doulah should have 

been, espoused by U1 Khder, whose spiritual supremacy does not yet 
appear to have been acknowledged in the great province of Ivhoras- 
saun. The people of that province resenting that a blameless and 
unoffending Imaum should have been dethroned without a cause; and 
thereibre continuingboth the Khotbah, and the coinage, in the name of 
Ul Thcia, until the period between the years three hundred and eighty- 
^evenand eighty-nine. When, the whole country being subjugated by 
the arms of Sultan Mahmlid Ghauzi, of Ghezni, that monarch, in con- 
sequence of the friendship w'hich had been recently established 
between them, and peradventure of the imperial robe or mantle, and 
tlie title pf Yemein.-ud-donlah transmitted to him by the Khali^, 

* Tweatj-setoad of Jfoveml^er, A, D, 991* 
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A. If. 888. directed the Kliotbah to be thence forward pronounced in the nam® 
P- of L’i Kider. 

Tarikh hundred and ninety-nine,* the province of Syria was reco- 

§ii 2 eidali. Hakem the son of Azziz the Issmauilian, by the Benni 

Kulaub ; and about the same period Behh-ud-doulah, and the princi- 
pal inhabitants of Mossule were invited by the prince of Egypt of 
that race, to acknowledge the descendants of Fhtima, as rightful heirs 
to the Khelaufut. The letters and presents which were transmitted 
on the occasion being, however, rejected through the zeal and influ- 
ence of Kauzy Abh Jaulfer,and conveyed by him toUl Kader, they 
were publicly burnt, before the gates ofthe Khalif’s palace at Baghdad : 
and the Kauzy, whose exertions had been so seasonably and success- 
fully employed to retain the nobles of Mossule in their allegiance, was 
rewarded, in a double proportion to the value of the presents received 
from the Fatimite. 

Kholauswt- latter Jumraaudy of the year four hundred and three,f on the 

ol-aklibaur. death of his father Behh-ud-doulah, the dignity of x\meir.ul-umra 
devolved to Sulthn-ud-doulah, with whom it continued to the year 
four hundred and eleven ; when the arms of his brother Mhshurref- 
ud-doulah prevailing, the government of BaghdM was transferred to 
that prince. 

Having nominated his son Abdullah to succeed him in the empire 
with the title of U1 Kheim Bhmmer Ullah, so far back as the year four 
hundred and sixteen, the Khalif ul Kader reposed himself in the arms 
of death, in the last month of the four hundred and twenty-second of 
the Hidjerah at the very advanced age of eighty-six, and after a 
protracted reign of one and forty years. 

Ul Khder has acquired with historians the character of a temperate, 
just, and pious prince, eminent for his many amiable and laudable 
qualities ; for which, as some compensation even in this life, an Al- 
mighty providence blessed him with a long, and prosperous reign. 

We cannot here omit the circumstance, that it was at the court of 
t'l K^der that the prince of Persian bards, the celebrated Ferdoussy, 
sought an asylum against the vengeance of Mahmud Sebektekein; 
In the letter which that formidable conqueror wrote on the occasion, 
he is stated to have threatened, that if the object of his wrath was 
* A. D, 1008, December, 1012, J December, 1031, 



teot delivered up, tlieproud palaces of Baghdad should he trampled to dn st 
under the hoofs of his elephants ; tovhich the Khalif returned no other 
reply than a laconic reference to the fate of Abrahah-ul-ashrem, and 
the Ass-haub-ul-feil,* well known in Arabian story ; and this was 
superscribed on the back of Mahmud’s angry epistle. 

Contemporary withUl Kader were, as we have briefly shewn, Sul- 
tan Mahmhd above mentioned, and his son Mussaoud,of Gheznin, or 
Ghezni : Beha-ud-doulah and Sultaun-ud-doulah the Deylemites ; 
and the princes Nouh, or Xuh, the son of Munsur, and Munsur and 
AbdulmMek the sons of Nouh of Bokhara. The power of the house 
of Saman became however extinguished, in the early part of this 
reign, in the death of Issmail the son of Nouh, entitled Muntesser, 
who was assassinated in the former Rebbeia of the year three hun- 
dred and ninety-five, as will be noticed hereafter in its proper place, 
bv one of the aa:ents of Sultan Mahmud. 

•> C 

Ul KiEiM B’imjier Ullah,* x4ba Jauifer Abdullah, the son of 
Ul K^er, twenty-sixth Khalif ot the house of Abbas. 

Immediately on the death of his father the allegiance of the people 
of Baghdad was renewed with due solemnity to Ul Kaeim. But the 
power of the Khelaufut being by this time reduced to little better 
than the name, the substance is to besought for in the transactions of 
those ministers, who, under the title of Ameir-ul-umra, or whatever 
other appellation, successively usurped the entire authority of the 
state. 

Jullaul-ud-doulah dying in Shahaun, of the year four hundred and 
thirty-five, his nephew Abu Kalinjar Merzebaun, quitted Shirauz, 
the metropolis of the race of Buyah; and proceeding to Baghd^, was 
invested, on his arrival in that city, in the course of the year follow- 
ing, with the dignity of Ameir-ul-uinra, w'hich he retained to the 
period of his death in four hundred and forty ; being then succeeded 
by his son Ul Melek-ur-ralieim Khossrou Feyrouz. 

Unhappily, some dissension arising between the Reiss-ur-roussa, 
the vezzeir of Ul Kaeim, and Bessaussery, who held a distinguished 
rank among the Deylemites, the latter chief, in the course of four 
hundred and forty-seven, withdrew from Baghdad ; and proceeding 

*See tlie incident described in Sale’s Korin, vol. II. p. 510 , in the note, 

. tDeimaadatoiocuEnteneas. 


A. II. 4-22. 
A.D. 1631. 
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i. H. 447. to commit every species of depredation throughout the country, 

A. D. 1055. patched to demand the assistance of Mustanser the Fatimite, at this 
Kholaussut- period prince of Egypt. The demand was readily complied with, 
and the wretched metropolis of the house of Abbas became again the 
scene of tumultuous rage and disturbance ; to that degree, that it was 
found necessary to fortify with a ditch and rampart the great mosque 
of Fakher-ud-doulah the Deylemite, situated in the w^estern quarter 
of Baghdad ; in order to protect the people, while at their devotions, 
against the violence of the licentious depredators, by whom the place 
was so cruelly infested. 

•Such was the state of BaghdW , when it attracted the attention of 
Toghrel Beg, of the race of Seljuk, who had about this crisis estab- 
lished his authority in Khorassaun, and Persian Irak ; and to whom air 
alleged* invitation from UlKaeimto relieve him and bis people from 
the effect of these convulsions, afforded a favorable pretext for extend- 
ing his conquests westwards. He accordingly appeared before Bagh- 
dad, and encamped in irresistible force before the gate of Shammaus- 
siahjon Monday the twenty.fiitli of Rainzaun, of the year fourhui> 
dred and forty -seven. | 

The month however had closed, w^hen some dispute occurring be- 
tween the town^s people and the troops of Toghrel, with respect to some 
business in the market ; and the inhabitants proceeding to assail the 
soldiery with stones, it soon increased into a serious affray, in which 
many were killed on both sides ; and it ended in a general pillage of the 
place by the Seljiikians. In the mean time, ascribing the tumult to 
some contrivance on the part of Melkur-raheim, Toghrel Beg sent to 
intimate to U1 Kaeim, that if he were truly unconcerned in promoting 
the sedition, that minister would immediately repair to him.- As it 
was thought prudent to comply with the intimation, the unfortunate 
minister no sooner entered the camp of the Sel}ukian, than bis person 
w^as seized, and he was condemned to pass the remainder of his days in 
a prison, 

In the course of the succeeding year, Toghrel Beg became master of 
Mossule, and the adjoining territory, which had been seized by the 
^bel Bessaussery ; but being unexpectedly summoned into Persian 
Irak in the year four hundred and fifty, to quell the revolt of lu5 
^ Tarikb gftzeidah, f Seventeenth of December, 1055* 
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niaternal brother Ibrauhim Niaul, who had taken possession of Ham- 
adaiin, Tog'hrel was conSTained to draw his troops to the eastward, 
in the midst of his triumphs ; and JBessausSs^rv taking advantage of 
his absence, hastened to Baghdad, and there imprisoning the person 
of U1 Kkdm, in Zilkaudah of thi same year, proceeded to pronounce' 
the Khotbah in the name of Mustanser, the i ktimite Khalif of Egypt 
already alluded to. 

As soon, however, as Toghrel Beg had extinguished the ill-timed 
and ill-advised rebellion of his brother, he resumed his desi-ns upon 
western Irak, and put his troops again in march for Baghdad; which 
W'as aban ioned at his approach by the usurper Bessauscery. Tue 
Khalif L I Raeini was now enlarged from his confinement, and pro- 
ceeded to meet the Seljukian monarch ; who dismounting at his 
appearance, kissed the ground beiore him, and continued walking by 
the side othis horse, until invited to remoiiUt by the title of Rolt/uif 
vl-doiihh. The two princt-s re-entered Baghdad together on this 
'occasion, in tlie latter part of Zilkuudnh of the year four hundred and 
fiity-one.* Bessaiissery was immediately pursued to the neighbor- 
hood of Kufah, w'here he was overtaken before the conclusion of the 
year ; and falling into the hands of the Suitaii’s advanced guard, his 
head was struck off without much ceremony, and transmitted to that 
monarch ; w’ho is said to have lamented this anticipation ofhis justice^ 
since it deprived him of the opportunity which ue had in contempla- 
tion, ofrctiirning good for 

The person whose rate we have just recorded, and wdiose spirited 
exertions, in spite of repeated discomfiture, to resistthearms or'Toghrel 
Beg, have been detailed at considerable length by several respect- 
able authorities, was originally the slave of Beha-ud-doulah ’the 
Deylemite, and in eaily life bore the name of Arslan — tne lion. He 

also bore indiscriminately the names of Abal iiareth, and Bessaiis- 
sery ; the latter trom the place oihis nativity n .^ar Shirauz, of w hich 
city he held the government ior some time, under the authority of 
^ his master. 

^ TrarjCiiillitv being at last thoroughly established, U1 Kaeim deter- 
mined, by a uouble connubial tie, to complete his alliance withTogli-i 

t Taiikhjjuzeiduk, 

2 0 
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A. H. 451. rel Beg ; and for this purpose lie bestowed upon that mbnarch his 
A. D. loso, princess Seydah Khatun, taking to himself Arslan 

Tankh Khatun, the daughter of Tchegher Beg, the sister of the celebrated 
guzeidali. Arslan, and niece of Toghrel, The year following he declared 
his son Abdullah successor to the throne of the Khalifs by the title 
of Mukteddy B’illali. 

The month of Ramzaun of the year four hnndred and fifty-fiim* was 
distinguished by the death of ToghrelBeg, who expired at Rai, whi- 
ther, at the age of seventy, he had proceeded to consummate his union 
with the daughter of LT Kaeim. He w'as succeeded in his extensive 
dominioiishy Alep Arslan Mahommedhis nephew, the son of Tchegh- 
er Beg, already mentioned. Eitkein Sulimauny was immediately 
dispatched by that prince to assume thegovernmeiit of Baghdad ; and 
with him it continued to the year four hundred and sixty-four,-]' when 
it was conferred upon Saud-ud-doulah Gouher Eyne ; who had 
recently distinguished himself by the capture of an emperor of Con- 
stantinople, vanquished in a great battle by the renowned Alep 
Arslan ; as will be hereafter noticed. 

That fearless monarch was, however, assassinated in the very year 
following, on his march towards Transoxiana, by Yussuf Kotwaul, 
fhe governor of a petty fortress on the banks of the Jeyhun ; whom 
he had condemned to die, for what he conceived to have been a rash 
and unwarrantable defence of his post. Alep Arslan was succeeded 
by his sou Melek Shah, the most accomplished and illustrious of the 
hce of Seljuk, 

About two years subsequent to that period, namely, in the middle 
of Shabaun,of the four hundred and sixty-seventh of the Hidjerah,]: 
died the Khaleifah U1 Kkim, at the age of seventy-six years, three 
mouths, and five days ; and after having exercised the precarious func- 
tions of his station, now almost totally spiritualized, for the long 
interval of forty-four lunar years, eight months, and two days ; which 
added to the period of his father’s reign, is observed to have nearly 
equaled the entire duration of the power of the house of Ommeyah. 

IT Kaeim is considered to have been a learned, prudent, and elo* 
’^uent prince, of distinguished virtue and liberality of spirit. . 

* September, A. D. 1063. t A. D. 1071, % April, A. D. 407^ 



His con temporaries, were, in Ghezni, Mus ojid, .Mahommed, and a. H, 4 S», 

Abdurreshid the sons of Shltan Mahmud Ghazi ; Moudud, Ally, and m75. 

Ibrauhim, the sons of Mussaoud, and another Mussaoud the son of Karikh 

Moudud : in the two countries of Irak and Parss, Jullaul-ud-doulah, 

Emmaud-ud-dein Ullah, and iMelk-ur-raheim the Deylemites, whose 

power was now extinguished ; and latterly in all these countries, 

Ghezni excepted, Toghrel Beg, succeeded by Alep Arslan, and his 

son Melek Shah, of the race of Seljuk. 

Ul Mukteddy B'illah,* Abul Kaussem Abdullah the son of 

Ui Kheim, twenty-seventh Khalif of the house of Abbas, 

While some historians are agreed in considering this prince as im- Khol-'nssat- 

inediately the son of Ul Kaeim, there are others who state that he was ui-aklibaur, 

the grandson only of the deceased monarch, by one of his children 

who bore the name of Zekheir-ud-dein. Be this however as it may, ail-kted- 

the nobles and principal inhabitants of Baghdad renewed, without scru- nr B’illah, 

pie, the allegiance alreadv pledged during the life of his predecessor, ^^* 2 - 

1 • 1 , • , \ ,, , , . l't<^t’l!ieIiou»& 

and quietly submitted to the authority ot Mukteddy : that authority 

which was now more than ever confined within the lofty enclosures 
of the palace of Baghdad, and beyond which, withafew slight and tran- 
sient exceptions, it was never again suifered to extend any substantial 
influence, or coiitroul. 

During the year four hundred and seventy-nine, f the twelfth of 
Mukteddy, the city of Baghdad received a peaceful visit from Sul- 
tan Melek Shah, the glory of the race of Seljuk ; whose deportment 
towards the illustrious representative of the house of Abbas, is des- 
cribed to have evinced the utmost respect and reverence. In the 
month of Suffur of the year following.^ that monarch returned to his 
capital of Istaliaun ; from whence his daughter, who had been already 
betrothed to Mukteddy, was by his directions conducted to Baghdad, 
in a style of unparalleled splendor. The princess was received on her 
arrival with extraordinary rejoicings ; and she entered the metropolis 
accompanied by the whole court of her imperial consort, amidst an 
illumination which eclipsed the stars, and set the firmament in a blaze. 

This was followed, the next clay, by an entertainment of unexampled 
cost and magnificence ; of the expenditure of which in other articles, 
j^ome estimate may be formed, when it is said, in that of sugar only, ta 
‘‘Deigratiiiassecuttts, tA, D.lOStf. ^Mav,1087. 
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have amounted to forty ■tliousanu munns or maunds ; and tliis.- calcu- 
lated at a finarter of a hundred weight per maund, will exhibit the 
moderate total of five hundred tons. 

Under some circumstances of displeasure with her imperial spouse, 
the daughter of Melek Shah thought fit, notwithstanding, to return, 
in the course of four hundred and eighty-one, to the court and protec- 
tion of her father, where she died shortly afterwards. 

In the year four hundred and eighty-four Melek Shah again vi.sited 
Baghd^ ; and the year following, this illustrious monarch, having been 
seized with a fit of illness on a hunting party in the neighborhood of 
that city, expired in the month of Shavaul,* just eighteen days after the 
execution of his admired, and faithful minister Nizlitn-ul-mCdk. Of 
!Melek Shah we shall however have occasion to relate some further 
particulars, wiren we come to treat more immediately of this branch 
of the race of Selj uk. 

And, in the month of Mohurrim, of the year four hundred and 
eighty-seven, I the Khalif Mukteddy also finished his earthly career 
at the age of thirty nine; having supported the pageantry of the Khe- 
laufut for a period ofiiineteen lunar years, and four or five moutlis. 
Contemporary with this prince were, as above recited, Sultan MeUk 
Shah, and latterly his son Sultan Berguiiruk, of the race of Seljuk, 
in Persia and Transoxiana ; and in Gliezni, Ibrauhim Shah the son 
of Mussaoiid. It may also be of importance to observe that, accor- 
ding to the Tarikli guzeidah, it w'as during the Kheiaufut of Aluk- 
teddy, about the year four hundred and eighty-three,^ that Hussun 
Sabah the first Shaikh-ul-jebbel, or old man of the mountain, in the 
fortress of A1 Mowut, or castle of the eagles, in the neighborhood 
of Kazvein, (the foundation of which is ascribed to Hussun the Zei- 
dite in the time of Mutewukkel) proclaimed the doctrines of the Iss- 
mauilians, or Bowatinists ; which continued to be disseminated from 
thence by that Fanatic and his successors, until their impregnable 
retreat was finally surrendered to Holiaku, in the sixhunclredandfixty- 
fourth ofthe Hidjerah. 

Un Mustkzhie or MusTEZEniEB’iLtAH,§ AMI Abbas Ahmed 
the son of Mukteddy, twenty-eighth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

With the immediate concurrence of Sultan Berguiaruk the son of 
lilelek Shah, then on the spot at Baghdad, the throne of the Khalils 

» November, lOU-2. f Jauuatr, lo9i. JA.D. 1009. 5 Dei gratia defeasus.- 
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■^pas ascended on the demise of his father, hv Ahmed the son of Muk- 
teddy, under the title of Mustezhir 3’illah. 

Sidtiin Bers:uiaruk dvinsr in the latter Rebbeia of the vear four him- 
dml and ninety-eight,* the Kliotbah was pronounced in the same 
metropolis, in the name of his son Melek Shah the second: but Sultan 
ilahommed, the brother of the deceased monarch, arriving at Baghdad 
in the course of the succeeding month of Jummaudy, a treaty was 
concluded between him and his nephew, by which it was agreed that 
the two princes should be equally associated in the royalties of the 
Khotbah. The supreme authority was however entirely absorbed 
in the stronger power of the uucle; with whom it continued to the 
year five hundred and eleven, f when he died, leaving his throne to his 
son Mahmud ; who was however soon destined to yieid the precedence 
to his uncle Siiltan Sunjur, another of the sons of Melek Shah, who 
assumed the sovereign authority ; leaving to his nephew, the govern- 
ment only of Persian Irik. 


A. H. 407. 
A. D. Iet4. 

ul-iikhLaur. 


Mustezhir is said to have enjoyed the unsubstantial glories of the 
Klielaufut, for a period of five and twenty years and a fraction ; his 
death may therefore be assigned to the month ofMohurrim of the year 
fiveluiudrtd and twelve, | when he had attained to the forty-second 
year of his age. The judgment of posterity has conferred upon this 
Khalifthe characterof a just and equitable prince, in the transactions 
of bis government, of considerable genius in poetry, and of eminent 
skill in penmanship. 

To this Klialif has, by other writers, been ascribed the construction Tarikh 
of the eastern rampart, or city, of Baghdad, which he caused to be for- 
tified with turreted gates and ditches. In Stevens’ history of Persia, 
we find it stated that the former city, which stood on the opposite 
bank of the Tigris in Mesopotamia, being ruined by the over-flawing 
of the river, LT Mustezhir, or Mostecer as he calls him, removed it 
Jo the other side, where it now remains. Here then we discover the 
occasion on which this celebrated metropolis was transferred from its 
original site, on the western bank of the Tigris, to the eastern or left 
bank of that river, on the Persian side. 


^ December, llo4. 


t A. D. iI17. 


I May, 1118. 
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A. H. 512 . In otlier respects, to the consummate prudence of BIAstezhir it 
A.D. ins, attributed, that during the whole of his reign, not a single insurrection 
Tarikh occurred to disturb the tranquillity of his government. Contempor- 
gazeidah. him were, as already noticed, Sultan Berguianik, Sultan 

Melek Shah the second, Sultan Mahommed, Sultan Mahmud, and 
Sultan Sunjur, of the race of Seljuk; Kutb-nd-dein Mahommed 
prince of Kbaurezm ; and in Ghezni, Ibrauhim the son of Mussaoud, 
another 3Iussaoud the son, and Arslan Shah the grandson, of Ibrau- 
him. Hussim or Hassan Sabah, continued to disseminate from A1 
Mowut the doctrines of the Bouautinah, and to extend his usurpation 


Khokussut- 

al-aklibau. 


through the mountains of Riidbaur. 

Ul Mustershid, or IMusterreshid B’illah,* Abu Munsur 
Pazzel, the son of Mustezhir, twenty-ninth Khalif of the house of 


Abbas. 


The inhabitants of Baghdad, of every rank and description, unit- 
ing on the death of Mustezhir to acknowledge the claims of his son 
Mustershid Fazzel, that prince was immediately invested with the dignity of the 

LLAH,XXIXtli under the title of Ul Mustershid B’illah ; and among the 

■aldl • 1 1 I- i? 

few latter sovereigns of the house of Abbas, who, in the decline of 

its power, displayed some portion of zeal to revive the expiring lus- 
tre of the Khelaufut, Mustershid appears to claim a distinguished 


pre-eminence. 

Soon after his accession, he found himself however involved in a 


contest with his brother Abul Hussun, who absconded from Baghdkl ; 
and continuing his flight to Hellah, and from thence to Waussit, 
there asserted his claims to the Khelaufut, and invited the people 
to submit to his authority. But the governor of Hellah, Weiss or 
Weyss the son of Sedkali, leading an army to that quarter by direction 
of Mflstershid, the ambitious prince perceived the inadequacy of his 
power to sustain a conflict, and sought for safety in the solitude of 
the desert. He fell however ultimately into the hands of those who 
were in search of him, and was conveyed to the presence of Mbster- 
shid ; who signalized his triumph on the occasion, by humanely spar- 
ing the life of his misguided brother, 

The genius of discordhaving produced amisunderstanding between 
the Khalif, and the chief of whose services he had availed himself oa 


*rei gratia rectus, 
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this occasion, it terminated in the course of the year five hundred and A. H; siT. 

seventeen, in open hostility. In a desperate battle which took place ^^^3. 

between the parties’, the issue was favorable to the standard of Mus- 

, . . • 1 • TIT • I ul-akubaur# 

tershid, who returned in triumph to his metropolis ; while Weiss the 

vanquished rebel withdrew to the court of Sultan Toghrel the Selju- 
kian ; whom, about two years subsequent to his defeat, that is in the 
five hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjerah, he prevailed upon to 
undertake the reduction of Baghdad. The Khalif, however, resolutely 
prepared to repel the danger, and assembling his troops, proceeded at 
their head to oppose the invaders. Receiving intelligence of the 
departure of Mustershid from his capital, his aggressors conceived it 
expedient to separate their force ; Sultan Toghrel directing his march 
immediately for Baghdad, while the rebellious Weiss sought to oppose 
himself to the person of his sovereign. It happened, providentially at 
this crisis, that Sultan Togrel should experience a severe attack of 
fever and ague, and such heavy and incessant rains came on, as to 
Tender the march of the Seljukians totally impracticable. At the 
same period, Weiss was endeavoring by a forced march under cover 
of the night, to surprise the camp of Mustershid : but losing hisway^ 
he continued to wander about at the head of his troops until day light; 
when exhausted with fatigue and exertion, be was compelled to 
encamp on the first plain that presented itself. To complete the 
chain of circumstances, which fortuitously concurred to liberate Mur- 
tershid, from the danger which thus menaced him on all sides, that 
monarch, who had been abandoned by the greater part ot his army on 
information that Sultan Toghrel was pushing for Baghdad, chanced 
to arriv'e with a few followers, on the very spot where the division of 
Weiss lay encamped, overwhelmed in sleep and weariness. The 
astonished rebel awoke to the mo rtification of being a suppliant for 
life, at the mercy of his offended sovereign; who gave, on this occasion, 
a further proof of his clement spirit by pardoning the traitor, and suf- 
fering him to rejoin the troops of Sultan Toghrel ; whom he accom- 
panied on his retreat to Ilamadaun. 

Sultan Mahmfid the son of Mahommed, and grandson of Melek 
Shah the first, dying in the month of Shavaul ot the year five hundred 
and twenty five, the Khotbah 'was recited at Baghd-M, early in tho 
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ooursp of the ye&r en'iuin^, in the name of his surviving brother Sultaft 
Mussacud, But some of the principal olheers of that monarch vvitli- 
dran ingto Baghdkl, through fear of their master’s displeasure, in the 
course office hundred and twenty nine, fatally prevailed on Miistershid 
to strike his name from the public invocations and prayers, and to lead 
an army to attack the dominions ofthe Seljiikian. In the neighbor- 
hood of Dainur he was met and defeated by Sultan Mussaoud ; and 
disdaining to quit the field of battle, fell together with liis Vezzeir into 
the hands ofthe con-iin ror, who committing his illustrious captive to 
the custody of a proper escort, proceeded with liim into AzerbJiijaiui. 

On his arrival at Meraughah the Sultan conceived the design of set- 
ting his captive at large; on his engaging to remithim annually, from 
the revenues, of Baghdad the sum of two hundred thousand dinaurs,* 
and to abstain for the future from all hostility. But while this arrange- 
ment was, either really or pretcndedly, in contemplation, one of the 
devoted enthusiasts attached to the Sliaikh-ul-jebbel, found means one 
day, through the negligence of his guards, to enter the Khalit’s tent, 
whom he murdered on the spot. Some writers,’ however, do not hesi- 
tate to aflinn that this nefarious transaction was perpetrated by the 
express and immediate direction of Mussaoud. In the mean time 
the inhabitants of Meraughah have been ever since stigmatized 
with the appellation of Khaleifah-kosh — murderers ofthe prophet’s 
successor. Such, at all events, in the month of Rucljub of the year 
five hundred and twenty-nine, is represented to have beenthe fate of 
Mustershid, at the age of forty-three, and after a turbulent reign of 
about seventeen lunar years and six months. 

Mustershid has acquired, as we have already premisedj among his- 
torians, the character of a magnanimous prince, distinguished in 
particular for the spirit with which he endeavoured to check the 
encroachments of the race of Seljuk. Neither has he been less eulog- 
izedfor his profound knowledge in themysteriousreadings of the Korrm, 
andin the traditiqnahdoctriaes of the prophet; in consequence of which 
he became in a great measure the oracle ofthe age in which he lived. 
He surpassed moreover in the powers of elocatioii, ami in the rare 

* About &l,Q0Cl. 13s, 4d. at tilt IvneatcomputatioB, f April, A. D. 1133* 
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-aiid estimable talent of communicating a multitude of ideas within the A. H. oils, 
compass of the fewest words. A, D, iisj. 

Contemporary with this Khalif, were in Khorassaun and Persian 

T ^ guzeidai!* 

Irhkj Sultan Sunjurthe son, and Mahmud, Toghrel, and Miissaoud the 
grandsons of Melek Shah ; in Ghezni, Arslan Shah, Behram Shah, and 
Ibrauhim the son of Miissaoud ; and in Khaurezm, Kiitbud-dein 
Mahommed. Hussun Sabah died during the reign of Mustershid, 
and was succeeded in the territories of Al Mowut bv Baziirg Omevd; 
of whom hereafter. 

Ul Rashid B’ili.ah,* Abu Jauffer Munsur, the son of Muster- 
shid, thirtieth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Intelligence of the assassination of Mustershid being conveyed to UlEashib B’ii.. 
Baghdad, the nobility and principal inhaliitants, on Monday the nAH.XXXtliK.lia. 
twenty-seventh of Zvkaudah, of the year five hundred and twenty- 

^ I# 

nine, I proceeded to establish his son Munsur on the throne of the 
Khalifs ; to whom they immediaeciy engaged their allegiance under 
tlie title of Ul Rashid B’iilah. 

Soon after his accession, an agent arrived at Baghdad, to demand 
from Rashid, on the part of Sultan Iviussiioud, tiie tribute alleged to 
have been agreed upon with liii aciier; an agreement which he dis- 


dained however to ratify, and in caujuuntion with the inhabitants, he 
immediately proceeded, sword in hand, to expel from the city, all the 
officers of the house Seljiik. Under these circumstances Daoud the 
son of Mahmfid, grandson of Melek Shah, from Azerbuijaun, and 
Emmaud-ud-dein Zengui, from Mossul, appearing at Baghdad, the 
Khalif embraced the opportunity of substituting the name of Daoud 
in the Khotbah, or peroration of the Khateibs, in the room of that of 
Mussaoud ; which was discontinued without further ceremony. 

This act of undisguised defiance drew upon Ul Rashid, shortly 
afterwards, the vengeance of Sultan Mussaoud, who now appeared 
before the walls of BagMad at the head of a formidable army ; but the 
inhabitants uniting in a resolute defence of the town, the Sultan alter 
a siege of fifty days, drew off towards Neherwaun ; and the Khalif 
availing himself of the opportunity, hastened towards Mossul, in com- 
pany with Emmaud-ud-dein. From thence, at a subsequent period^ 
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A.!!. 53'0-3-2. lie proceeoe^ to ]\feriiughah, on a visit to the grave of his father : aiwl 
from this time continued to Avander through the different provinces 
of the empire, until the month of Ramzaiui. of the year hundrecV.. 
and thirty-tn'O ;*Avh8n, on the tn'enty-seA'enth of that month, in au 
attempt to reduce the city of Isfahaun, he was also put to death by .an 
assassin before the walls of that place. 

TJl Rashid had been extruded from the Khelaufut, at the expiration 
of little more than a twelve month from his accession; and at the 
period of his assassiriatiou had attained to the age of forty-three. 
Contemporary were in ivhorassaun, of the race Seljak, Sultan Sun- 
jur, and in Irak the a'oove mentioned Siiltan alussuoud ; in Khaurezm 
Ultessurz ; and in Al Mowut the speculations of the BoAvautinah, or 
Esoterists, continued to be propagated by Buzurg Omeyd. 

Ul MricTEFFY UniMEn ULEAH.f Abu Abdullah Mahommed, 
the son of Mastezhir, thirty-first Khalif of the houseof .ibbas. 

Abandoned by Ul Rashid in the manner just related, Baghdad w-ith 
U McKTrpY dependant on it, Avas soon afterAvards taken possession of 

L'isimce Ul- by Sultan'Mussaoud ; avIio, Avith the concurrence of the principal in- 
L.AH, XXXIst habitants, proceeded to pronounce the fugitive monarch formally 
§Lalit. deposed, and to inaugurate his iiepheAv Mahommed, the son of Mas- 
tezhir, in the dignity ol the Khelaufut, by the title of Mukteffy-l-im- 
mer-Ullah. The entire authority of the government was, hoAvever, 


exercised with .unlimited controul by the Sultan, by whom the new 
made Khalif was totally precluded from every siiare of power. And 
thus affairs edntinued until the year fiA'e hundred and forty ; AA'heii-on 
the death of the Selj&kian monarclij the splendor of the Khelaufut 
was for a time, in some measure restored ; hlukteffy no longer per- 
mitting any of the princes of the race of Seljuk to enter the gates of 
his capital. 

The year five hundred and forty-nine, the eighteenth of the 'Khalif 
hlfikteffy, Avill be ever memorable for the birth of the invincible 
Tchengueiz, or JengmzKann, which took place at Deylun Yeldak,^ 
in the country o. the Moghfils, according to our author, on the twen- 
tieth day of the month of Zilkaudah.§ His father, Beysouka Bahaudei> 


* eth of April, 1138. t Dei maadato siiccedens, 
t YttlSdc, according to some manuscripts, § January 2ntb, lldju 
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der, being just then returned from a successful expedition against A. H. 54&. 
some of the Tartar hordes, (the Sou Moghuls, according to Mr. Petis 
de la Croix) in which he had defeated one of their principal chiefs 
called Temutchin, gave to his new born son the name of the van- 
quished sovereign,’ which he retained for fortv-niue years aftenvards; 
to the period, when he was solemnly inausrurated by the Ruriltai, or 
general diet of theTartar nations, as their universal sovereign, under the 
title of Jengueiz Kaaun, or king of kings. This fearful slaughterer of 
nations is stated to have been ushered into light with a mass of coik 
gealed blood in his grasp, which was predicted to denote the dreadful 
havoc which he was destined to occiision among liis enemies : but of 
him, much more hereafter. 

' In five hundred and fifty-one, the city of Baghdad was exposed to 
another siege lion. Sultan lahomined, the son of Malimiid, of the race 
ofSeljukjby whom, at the head efagreat army,itwas invested in the 
course of the year. Eelhre he coiiui however effect his purpose in 
the reduction of the i ... : !;e was compelled to raise the siege bv the 
alarming inteiligence he received, ofthe revolt ofhis brother, in, 

Persian Irak. 

The following year M'jkteffy, having finished a gate of exquisite 
workmanship for the sanctuary of the Ivaaubah, transmitted the same, 
to Mekkah ; and directing the ancient one to be conveyed toBaghdad, 
of that formed a coffin for himself. 

He survived this period about three years, dying in the five hun- 
dred and fifty-fifth of the Hidjerah,* at the age of sixty-si.x, and after 
a reign of four and twenty years, three months, and twenty -one days; 
with the character of a mild and beneficent prince, -iistinguished, 
while he held the controul, for the justice of his government. 

Ul Mustujsjid, or Mustaxjer B’itLAH,t AWil Miizuffer 
Yussuf, the son of Mukteffy, thirty-second Khalif of the house of- 
Abbas. 

Having been already nominated to the succession, during the life of UrsTrvjui 
his fotber, the homage and submission of the principal inhabitants of B’lLLAn.XXXlid 
Baghaadwas.onhisdeath, immediately transferred toMhstunjid. Dur* 

^A. B. IMO. t Bei gratia audas* 
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A. H. 555. in? the illness of the late Khalif, the succession had been aspired to by 
A.D. 1100. another of the sons of Mukteffy, who with that view was 

Kholauisut- tnown, in concert withhis mother, to have been forming designs against 
ukkhbaur, ]jj.„tlier. For these reasons Mustunjid w'as no sooner firmly seated 
on his throne, than he conceived it expedient to secure himself against 
any further machinations from the same quarter, by lodging the as- 
piring prince within the walls of a prison. Some unfortunate females 
oftheharain, accomplices in his design, were however thrown iutotiie 
Tigris. 

Batingthese instances of unavoidable severity, the reign of iMustunjid 
W'as distinguished, for its wholesome regulations to promote the ends 
of justice, to relieve the distresses of the indigent, and to punish the 
crimes, and usurpations of vice and oppression. In one circumstance 
he may perhaps be quoted as au example for the imitation of sover- 
eigns farmore illustrious. Hewasadetermineddiscourager of detraction 
in all its disguises. As a proof of this, it is related, that having con- 
signed to a prison one of his subjects who had been found guilty of 
defaming, or perhaps informing against his neighbour, he was, at the 
expiration of a reasonable interval, applied to by one of the friends of 
the delinquent for his release, with an offer of ten thousand dinaurs* 
if he acceded to the application ; to which the Khalif observed in an- 
wer, that if, on the contrary, the proposer of this request would engage 
to discover another person guilty of similar defamatory practices, so 
as to bring him to confinement, he would, for his part, for such a piece 
of service, promise him a reward of the same sum of ten thousand 
dinaurs. 

But, whatever were his virtues, or his defects, Mfistunjid passed 
from this world to that which is more permanent, in the five hundred 
and sixty sixth of the Hidjerah,f the fifty -sixth of his age, and after d is- 
c argingthe functions of the Khelaufut for eleven years, one montfi 
and a few' days. 

Contemporary with this Khaleifali wmre, in the Persian empire, Ma- 
hommed the son ot Mahmud, his uncle Suliman Shah, and his couzin 
Arslan Shah the son of Toghrel, of the race of Seljuk ; in Shirauz, th^ 

*^About 4,583u Ub. 8d. fA. D, H7q, 
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Autabeks Sunjur the son of Moudud, and bis brother Zengui of the A. H. ■ 
race of Sulgber: in Khaurezm Aeil Arslan ; and in Rudbaur and A1 
mowut MahommedthesonofBuzurgOineyd maintained the doctrines 
of the Bowautinists It was at the commencement of the Khelaufut 
of ilustunjid, namely in the five hundred and fifty fifth of the Hid- 
jeralj,that the empire of the Gheznians, became extinct in Khossrou 
Shah, the last monarch of the race of Sebekteggiu ; it was then trans- 
ferred to the princes of Gliour. 

UiMustcxzy, or Mustezzey Bekur Ileah,* Abu Mahommed 
Hussun, the son of Mustunjid, thirty-third Khalif of the house of 
Abbas. 

On the day of las father’s dissolution, Mustunzy hastened to decor- 
ate his brows with tlie diadem of the Khelaufut, and signalized bis 
accession by an extensive and liberal display of his bounty. 

Here it may be seasonable to observe, that some years antecedent 
to the period under consideration, namely, about the five hundred and 
sixty-third of the Hidjerah, the Fatimite Khalif of Egypt, Azzyd-ud- 
dein Ullah, terrified by a formidable invasion of the Ferrengs or Franks, 
or Western Christians, had agreed to purchase their forbearance for a 
ransom of one million of dinaurs ;+ which some delegates from the chris- h’l ^Icstckzy, 
tian armv had alreadv entered Kaherah,or Cairo to receive. This was 
howeveracircumstancetoohumiliating forthe digestion of the haughty 
Mosslems ; and they accordingly determined, with the concurrence of 
Azzyd-ud-dein, to apply- for the assistance of Nur-ud-dein Mahmud 
prince of Damascus and Syria, an ally of the Abbasides. In compli- 
ance with their application, a force of eighty thousand cavalry was 
immediately dispatched by that chief to the relief of the Egyptians, 
under the command of Assud-ud-dein Sheirkouh. The Franks, rey- 
nard-like, betook themselves to a precipitate flight on the approach 
ofthisgeneral; who made his entrance into the metropolis of Kaherah 
in the latter Rebbeia of the year five hundred and sixty tbur,J and was 
immediately invested with the dignity ofVezzeir. But as be died at 
the expiration of sixty-five days, the appointment was conferred by the 
Fatimite, the last of this dinasty, upon Sullah-ud-dein Yfissut the son 

f Dti spienuore iituminnius, f About -158,33311 Cs. Sd, at liiejtowest couiputatioii* 
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A. H. 366 . of Ayub, tbe nephew of the deceased; in whom we are to recognizd". 

A. D. 1170. the celebrated Saladin, the warlike and distinguished opponent of the 

Kholaassut- crusaders. 

’jl-akbbaur, ^ Yezzeir usurped to himself the entire 

controul and government of the coimtrV) excluding the ministers of 
the Egyptian Khalif from every vestige of authority ; which being an- 
nounced to his superior the Saltan of Damascus, a. message was dis- 
patched by the latter to Sullah-ud-dein, requiring that the coin of the 
province should be struck, and the Ivhotbah repeated in the name of 
Mustunzy. To this after some demur, and the message had been 
repeated, Sullab-ud-dein, by the advice of his principal officers, at last 
consented; and the name of Mustunzy was accordingly proclaimed in 
the Khptbah, in Mohurrim of the year five hundred and sixty seven,* 
while the unfortunate Azzyd-ud-dein lay stretched on the bed of sick- 
ness. In the course of the same week he was suffered to expire uncon- 
scious of the degradation,; and thus terminated the power of the 
IssmailianKhalifsofEgypt, the descendants of Ally and Fatima, when, 
from the revolt of Abdl Kaussem Mahommed, entitled Mehedy, in 
Africa and the west, about the two hundred and ninety-sixth of the 
Hidjerah,! it had subsisted for a period of two hundred and seventy 
one lunar years. The province of Egypt, unless the empty compli- 
ment of the Kliotbah paid to the bouse of Abbas, be considered some 
abatement, now der'olved in full sovereignty to Sullah-ud-dein ; in whose 
possession, and that of his descendants, it continued long afterwards* 
In the early part of the reign of Mustunzy, the powers of liis govern- 
ment became almost entirely invested in Kutthb-ud-dein Keymaur ; 
and when, to the honours already heaped upou him, had been added 
the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, that minister proceeded to intrude him- 
self into every department of the state, communicating with his saver- 
eign or otherwise, as seemed convenient to his own discretion. At last 
in the year five hundred ajid seventy, having-made an attempt to seize 
the person of Zeheir-ud-dein Attaur, one of the Khalif s particular 
household, this officer fled for- protection to the palace of his master: 
whither, after the pillage of his house, and the destruction of his pro- 

* .September, 1.171* 

*AaeTeat,\«li5cb is said to Lave been foretold by the prophet, in these words: “At the} 
t'end of the third century, a suu shall ar.se in the west,” 
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•yeriVj lie was followed by Iviittiib-ud-deiii, accompanied by a niiin* 
ber of bis Ameirs, and a prodigious multitude assembled as spectators. 
Hearing tbe uproar before his palace, Mustunzy, already aware of the 
occasion, hastened to one of the terraces ; and shewing himself to the 
people, told them aloud, that Keymaur had violated his duty, that 
his propeilv was at their disposal, and his blood at that of an offended 
master, ^th their usual promptitude, the populace hastened to avail 
themselves of the intimation, and proceeded in a body straight to the 
habitation of the obnoxious minister. The latter contrived, howeva-, 
to anticipate their arrival, and endeavored forsoinetime to prevail upon 
them to forget their views of plunder ; but to little purpose. The 
cmultitudethrongedso violently about his doors, that finding the means 
of escape in front entirely cut off, he was ultimately compelled to 
retire by a breach in the back wall of the house, and fly towards 
Mossu le ; and he perished on the way to that place. As a proof of the 
extravagance to which this man had carried his ideas of magnificence 
it is mentioned, that in tire place to which he retired on neccessary 
occasions, a chain of gold was suspended from the roof to rest his hands 
upon, and a case of the same precious metal, charged with musk, and 
. amber, and the most expensive aromatics, always stood in the same 
■' apartment, to guard his senses against the approach of offensive 
odours. 

In the month of Sliavaul of the year five hundred and seventy- five,* 
the.Khalif Miistunzy hastened, at the age of thirty nine, to the bosom 
of his creator's mercy ; having exercised the now unsubstantial powers 
of the Kliekufut for a period of nine years and eight months. With 
the name of the sainted Imaum Hussun, he is said to have inherited 
'thebenevolent disposition ofthat blameless prince; andthis is recorded 
as a felicity to which no other Klialif but-Mustunzy was ever permitted 
to attain. 

. Contemporaries with M^stunzy were, inKliorassaun and Irak Ajem, 
Arslan the son of Toghrei, and his son Togfirel, of the race of Seljuk; 
jnsKhaurezm, Arslan Shah, and his sons Sultan Shah, and Tokedi 
lihaun ; and in Ai Mowut, Hussun or Hassan thesoii of ,L\kliQUiiued 

f^arch, A i>i 
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Ruzurg Omeyd, and his son also of the name of Mahommed, the 
Boiiatinists. 

Ul Nausser-ud-deix Ullah* AbulAbbas Ahmedsonofilus- 
tunzy, thirty-fourth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

In conformity with the will of his father, Abhl Abbas Ahmed on 
the demise of Mustunzy invested himself, without opposition, with the 
cares of government, under the title of Ul NausSer-ud-dein-Ullah ; and 
he is said to have surpassed in the subtilty of his genius, the liberality 
ofhis disposition, and the numerous excellencies of his understanding; 
all which heapplied, with unremitting assiduity, to promote and secure 
the comfort and happiness of his subjects of every description. He 
is further represented as the founder of a great variety of charitable 
establishments, of mosques, and lodges for the accommodation of tra- 
vellers, which he left as monuments of his public spirit; and lastly 
to have strenuously exerted the whole influence of his authority and 
example, to advance the prosperity of Isslam,andto abolish the corrup- 
tions, which had in numerous instances been introduced into the sys- 
tem of his faith. 

For a period of fourteen years, in which he was perhaps permitted 
to gratify a laudable disposition to cultivate the artsof peace, without 
the interference of foreign usurpation, we find little recorded of the 
reign ofthis prince, until the year five hundred and ninety; whenhav-. 
ing conferred the dignity of Vezzeir upon Mueyud-ud-dein Mahom- 
med, denominated the butcher’s boy, (Eben-e-K,ussaub) he sent him 
at the head of a considerable force to reduce the province of Khuzis- 
taun, which was brought, thus once more, under the authority of the 
Khalifs ; and three years afterwards, in the five hundred and ninety- 
third of the Hidjerah,foDe ofUlNausser’s Maumluks,of the name of 
Sunjur, extended the authority of his master into the territory of 
Laristaun. 

Under the year six hundred and four, an ordnance of Ul Nausser’s 
IS adverted to, which appears to have bad for its object the removal 
of vexatious restrictions from thecOmmercial intercourse of his people j 
since by virtue thereof his officers were prohibited from exacting, qe 
* Dei ^dei defensor, t A. D. 1186 , 
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perhaps requiriag the production of the tumghau, charter, or patent, A, II. 614 . 
from such as were employed in the purchase or sale, of any article of P- 
trade. Kholaussuf- 

From some traces of a correspondence between thisKhalif, and Sultan 
Shahaub-ud-dein Ghoury, discovered among the papers of the latter 
prince on the conquest of Ghezni, by Sultan ilahommed king of 
Khaurezm, that monarch had long entertained designs of hostility 
against U1 Nausser; and in the six hundred and fourteenth of the 
Hidjerah, having pledged his allegiance to Alla-ul-miilk Termezy as 
counter-Khaleifah, he prepared to carTv' his scheme of vengeance 
into further execution, by advancing towards Baghdad with an army 
cfthrce hundred thousand men. To avert, if possible, the storm which 
threatened to overwhelm him, U1 Nausser dispatched Shaikh Sha- 
haub-ud-dein Sheherverdy to negociate some sort of accommodation 
with the Khaurezmian, whom he found encamped in the neighbor- 
hood of Hamadaun. After experiencing considerable difficulty and 
delay, the envoy was at last admitted to theSultaiTs pavilion ; where his 
rcc-eption was as discouraging as primary obstacles might have taught 
him to expect ; the Khaurezmian not even deigningto return his salu- 
tation. He proceeded, however, to discharge the object of his mission, 
without producing the slightest impression in favor of his sovereign; 
to whom he accordingly returned, shortly afterwards, to report the mor- 
tifying failure. The inhabitants of Baghd-M were therefore constrained 
to reconcile their minds to meet the dangers of an approaching siege. 

But on entering the passes of Hulwaun, the Sultan experienced such, 
intensity of cold, and heavy fails of snow, it being then the commence- 
ment of winter, that his army was rendered totally incapable of move- 
ment ; and the whole of his cattle perishing through the severity of the 
weather, he was in this state compelled to withdraw into his own 
territories, in order to recruit and restore his shattered equipments. 

He had however not yet quitted the provinces of Persian Irak on his 
return, when the messengers of Ghaeir Khaun,the governor of Otraur, 
reached his camp, to request his permission to put to death the mer- 
chants arrivedfrom the court of Jengueiz ; on the pretext that they were • 
emissaries employed to explore thesituationandstrength ofthe country. 
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A. 5. 614, To tills perfidious request itwashjs misfortune to accede, and to pro* 
voke that fearful tide ofvengeance which drenched hiscountry in blood, 
terminated iu his own destruction; but of which the circumstances 
' will be laid before the reader in a future page. 

From the horrors and apprehensions of these dreadful events, the 
Khalif UllSlausserwas fortunately removed by the hand of death, on 
the first of the month of Shavaul,* of the year six hundred and twenty two 
and at the age of sixty nine. In the duration of his reign, which was 
extended through the protracted period of six and forty years, and two 
months, he surpassed all the monarclis who sat on the throne of the 
Khelaumt, either before or after him : but notwithstanding the praises 
bestowed upon his memory, for the liberal application of his ti'easures 
in works of charity and public benefit, the- author is in the sequel 
constrained to acknowledge, that, his avidity to accumulate wealth, 
was carried to such, a degree, that the effects of every merchant who 
died at Baghdad, were invariably seized for his use ; not the slightest 
s^rticle being allowed to revert to the heirs of the deceased. 

The Persian branch of the race of Seljuk was extinguished during 
the reig-n of UlNausser, by the Khaurezmians ; and the latter, in their 
turn, were compelled to recede before the countless myriads of the 
inv:incible Jengueiz ; who. ha.d by this time extended his conquests, 
from the seas of Japan to thenorth-eastenilimits of the Persian empire, 
UiZAiiERB’iLLAHf A-huNasserMaliommed, tlieson of UlNausseij 
thirty-fifth Rhalif of the house of Abbas. 

In the early part of the preceding reign this prince had been nomi- 
II'iZahiieB’i succession; but by some m.eans or other incurring the 

lAb, XXXVtii of his father, he was degraded from his prospective honors, 

fiJialif, apd the title of heff apparent transferred to a second .brotlrer, of the 
name of Ally. The latter dying, however, before the father, the noin- 
inatiop became confirmed in U,l Z'aher, although be was still con-, 
demned to consume hia. days in a prison ; from whence he was only 
releasied, on the death of U1 Nausser, by the cordial and unanimous, 
zeal, o/the people ; who in all their gradations, proffered on that event . 
ai homage to his authority. But, having already attained 


* OetQher 5di; A. D. 1225. + Dei gratia vincens. 
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the age offittV-tw'O, he C6ul(l not forbear expressing some ^isccnra^- A. H. e2S. 
i'ng presages as to the duration of his reign : it was easy, he remarked, A - P- 
to calculate the profits of a man’s business, w-hose shop was not ^hoIausiUt- 
opened until the third hour of prayer. He proved, however, a just 
and pious monarch, labouring to the utmost of his power to restrain' 
the enormities of the oppressor; and he conspicuously evinced his 
benevolent spirit, by settiiigat large all those who languished in prison 
for exchequer debts; and, contrary to the practice of his lather’s reign, 
by prohibiting the pestilent class of spies and informers, from inter- 
fering with, or disclosing the secrets and private pursuits of the people. 

The benevolent views of L’l Zaher were early destined to be cir- 
cumscribed by the hand of death. He expired, after a short reign of 
eight months, and fourteen days, on the thirteenth of Rudjub, of the 
year six hundred aud twentv-tbree.* 

V. 

His contemporaries were, over the greater part ofthe oriental world, 
the resistless Jengueiz ; in Farss, Saud Zcngui ; and in A1 Mowut anti 
the territory of the Shaikh-ul Jubhel, Allh^ud-dein. 

Ul ilrsTUXSEB or Mustascer B’illah, Abu Jauffer Mnnsfif, 
the son of Ul Zaher, thirty-sixth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Equally distinguished by his virtues and estimable qualities, Mus- 
tunser was acknowledged successor to the throne of the Khalife, im- 
mediately on the death of his father. His reign being, however, for 
the greater part, devoted to cultivate the pursuits of peace and bene- 
volence, occupies, as might be expected, but a small place in out 
author’s attention. 

W e shall here briefly notice, that in the second year of Mustunset, 
toamely, on the fourth of Ramzaun, of the year six hundred and twenty 
four,f remarkable at the same time, as the day of his bh-th, and of his XXXVItli K ^anf , 
accession to imperial power, died that direful scbui^e of nations, the 
invincible Jengueiz Kaun; w'hose destructive career will, in a future 
page, more particularly claim the attention ofthe reader. 

The study of Mustunser continued, in the mean time, to be taken up 
in promoting the happiness of his people ; and as a proof that this was 
an object which seemed to form at the same time his business and his 
■pleasure, it is related fi’om the Rouzut-us-Sufif^, that a few days pre- 
fious to one of the principal Mahommedan festivals, either the Eid- 
*July iOth, A. D. +Augmstl6th,A.D.i227. 
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-uI-Fetret, at. the conclusion of the fast of Ramzaun, or the Eld-e- 
Korbaun, or festival of sticrifice on the tenth of Zilhudjc, he was walk- 
ing on the terrace of his palace ; when, observing the roofs of all the 
neighboring houses overspread with apparel, he demanded of his vez- 
zeir the occasion of it. The minister informed him, that the inhabi- 
tants had been washing their clothes, in order to appear with decency 
on the ensuing festival. On this, expressing his concern and ignor- 
ance, that his good people of Baghdad were in such circumstances, as 
to be precluded the comfort of anew suit, to assist in the public fes- 
tivals of their country, the Khalif gave orders that his goldsmiths 
should prepare a vast number of small balls of gold ; which distribut- 
ing to his domestics, he caused to be shot, with pellet bows, into the 
different houses throughout the city. From such a circumstance, it 
is not improbable 'that Mhstunser may have incurred the charge of 
prodTgality ; through which, according to some historians, he is alleged 
to have ultimately reduced himself to poverty. 

On one occasion it, however, appears from respectable authority ,*that 
the energies of this Khalifcould on emergency unfold themselves in the 
arrangements of a warlike undertaking. A body of Moghhls under 
Manju Nuyan, one of their principal commanders, had laid siege to the 
city of Ardebeil ; and compelled the inhabitants to withdrawin to the cas- 
tle or citadel, from whence they dispatched to implore the assistance of 
Mustunser. It happened to be about the period of annual visitation 
to Mekkah, and the monarch immediately availed himself of the op- 
portunity to awaken the zeal of the Hadjies to take up arms against 
those ferocious infidels. By this means he succeeded in assembling 
a numerous and formidable army, which, under one of his generals, he 
sent to the relief of Ardebeil. The Moghfils were attacked and de- 
feated with great slaughter ; and the effectual, though perhaps temporary 
relief of the besieged, with a prodigious booty, became the reward of 
the conquerors. Neither is it improbable that this was followed l)y 
other-similar successes, which the troops of Mustunser are elsewhere 
represented to have obtained, over the desolators of the Persian empire. 

An illustrious monument of the magnificence of this prince wa§ the 
college of Mustansriah ; of which he laid the foundation in the month 
of Rutijub, of the year six hundred and twenty five, and which wa? 

*Tarikbguz€klali. 
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Completed in sis hundred and thirty two. It is described as the rncst A. H. G324!>. 
splendid and extensive endowment established on one spot, by any D- i‘2a.>- a» 
monarch, as a memorial of liberality and love of science. 

The death of Miistunser is recorded to have tahen place in the six 
hundred and fortieth of the Hidjerah, at the a?e ofliftyone; aiulafteran 
auspicious and succesful reign, as it his alleged, of sixteen years, two, 
or perhaps, ten months, and some days ; which latter would fix the pre- 
cise period of thiseventtoabout the twentiethoftheformerJummaudy.* 

If the statements of theTarikh guzeidah are in anv degree entitled to 
belief, Mustunser had, indeed, by the blessings of his administration, 
rendered the territory of the Arabs the envy of heaven itself; having 
banished from the land everv vestige of distress and desolation. Bat 
to furnish something more than bare assertion, to direct the judgment 
by, it is added, that the revenues of Arabian Irak, Khuzistaun, and 
Kiirdestaiin, with part of Diaurbekir and Syria, to which this monarch 
had extended the waning power of the Khelaufut, and which, in the 
.subsequent period at which the author wrote his history, yielded to the 
treasury not more than six hundred tomauns.-j' or abouteighteenthoii- 
and rupees, conveyed to- the exchequer of Mustunser the sum ofs/a: 

Hiomand six hundred tomauiis ; which, at thirty rupees of two and 
six pence each, would amount to about twenty, four thousand seven 
hundred and fifty pounds sterling ; making a diflerence of eleven to 
one in less than a century. 

Contemporary with Mtistunser were, first, on the death of his father, 

Ougtay or Oktai, the third son of Jengueiz ; in Farss Sand Zengui, 

-and Abu Bukker the son of Saud, the Sulgherites ; in Kermaun, Bur- 
auk the son of Hajeb, and his son Mubaurek Khaujeh : in the other 
parts ofthe Persian empire, Sultan Julkul-ud-dein, the son of Mahom- 
med theKhaurezmian ; and in A1 Mowut, the principles of Bouatinism , 
and the mystic allusions of the Koran, continued to be asserted by 
Alla-ud-dein. 

Ul Mcstaussem B’iLLAH-tjn-wAUHED,J the son of Abdullah, 
son of Mustunser, thirty-seventh and last Khalifofthe house ot Abbas. 

* November 14th, K. D. 1242. 

+ lu the reigas of Akbar and Jabangueir, the Per 'an tomaun Has ejliaiated at tiirty 
rupees. 


T; Dei indivisi gratia defensos. 
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By a certain class of historians, Ul ]\Iustanssein ks been estimated' 
the four and twentieth in descent from Abbas, as may be traced in 
the note annexed to this page ;* while by others, ivho contend that 
Miikteddy was the grandson only of Ul Kaeiin, he is made the twenty 
fifth. However this may be determined, it seems generally understood 
that as Mustaussem was thelast, he was also the haughtiest, and most 
ostentatious of all the monarchs of his race. In the same degree is he 
also stated to have surpassed the whole of his predecessors, in the vast 
accumulation of treasure and jewels, of superb and costly furniture, 
and in the sumptuous display of imperial apparatus, in 'all its variety. 
No less than four hundred domestics were employed in the Ordinary 
service of his palace, and four and twenty thousand horsemen were 
maintained at the cspeuceofhis private treasury. Such, moreover, 
was the fastidious pomp of his court, that not one of the potentates of the 
surrounding regions, not the most distinguished prince or noble, no 
rank, or dignity, howeverillustrious, couldapproach the presence of the 
last of the Rhaleifalis. Among other expedients, devised to produce 
an impression of awe far the sacred character of his person, a block of 
marble, similar to the black stone of the sanctuary at Mekkah, was fixed 
at the entrance of the imperial apartment, and from the arched roof 
depended apiece ofblaclc satin, in the formof along sleeve ; withwhich, 
in the same manner as is observed with the veil, or covering of the sane* 
tuary, the people touched their eyes, while they kissed the marble at 
the threshold. This, and much more, might perad venture be affirmed, 
in order to shed its utmost lustre round the declining star of the Khe- 
laufut, before it finally cast its splendors into the gulph of perennial 
night. It is at the same time remarked that Mustaussem, on succeeding 
to the throne of his ancestors, ex hibited such a singular display of gran- 
deur and magnificence, that the report of it was conveyed to the reino* 
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test regions of die earth ; of which, the most powerful sovereigns of the A.-H. 040. 
east and west, and of every degree, either by pronoiuicins: the Khotbuh 
in his name, or by other testimonies, hastened to offer their homage of 
•allegiance to his superior authority. gazeidaii. 

The office of Yezzeir becoming vacant, in the year sis hundred and 
forty two, by the death of Nusseir-ud-dein Mahommed the son of IT 
INaffez, who had filled the same important station under the reign of 
Miistunser, it was now conferred by hlustaussem upon Ahitauleb 
Mueyud-ud-deinMahommed,surnamed the son of the Alkemite; who. 
proved, in the issue, a principal instrument in the destruction of his 
country, and of the house of Abbas. 

In the sis hundred and fiftieth oftheHidjerah, some serious dissen- 
sions having broke out between the two adverse sects, the Siinnies and A. H. 650. 
Slieiahs, at Kerkh, one of the suburbs of Baghdad principally inhabited 
by the latter sect, Ameir Ahu Bukker, the Khalifs brother, was em- 
ployed to take thepart of theSunnies ; which terminatedin the disgrace 
and imprisonment of a great number of the Seyuds, descendants of Ally 
and Fatima. The Yezzeir being disposed, from a similarity of opinions, 
to favor the vanquished sect, conceived on this account so deadly a 
resentment against his sovereign, that from this moment he began to 
meditate on bis treasonable designs ; looking forward to the first favor- 
able opportunity of revenge. 

The very nest jmar Hulauku Kaun, the son of Tidy Baliauder, and 
grandson of Jengueiz, was advancing, by his brothers orders, to sub- 
due the regions of the west ; but as it leads to the final destruction of 
an illustrious dinasty, the progress of this exterminator will demand a 
more circumst-antial relation ; and we shall therefore revert tqtlie ap- 
parently accurate detail furnished by the more extensive labours of 
our author, in the Habeib-us-seyr. 

About the period in question, Mangu Kaaun, the third successor of 
Jengueiz, was in possession, at Karakorum and Kaluran, of the throne H'jbeib-Ui> 
of his puissant grandsire ; and one of the earliest measures of his go- 
vernment w'as to dispatch Baitchiu Nuyan,*oneof his principalgenerals^ 

* Once forall, it may be necessary to remark thattiie term Nuyan bore among the Tartars, 
the same signification as Ameir among the Persians — general of the first order, la the 'aa* 
thors copy of the KhoIausut-nl-akhbaBr the name of this general is written Taija, 
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A. H. 051. to secure tlie territories bordering on, and to the westirard of the Jey* 
A. D. 1553. oj. Osus. On reaching the frontiers of Irak and Azerbaijaun, 

Habeib-us- o-eneral took occasion to transmit to his sovereign, some complaint 

' * of the conduct of the Khalif Mustaussem ; which, together with the 
importunities ofKanzy Shums-ud-deinKazveiny, who about this same 
period, through fear of the daggers of the Bouatinists, wandered about 
tbe country in the scales of his armour, (like a fish in a shell) at last 
impelled the great Kaaun to conceive that the affairs of Persia de- 
manded the presenceofone of theprincesofthe imperial race, supported 
by a powerful army : and on this occasion his choice immediately rested 
on his brother HulaukS. 

That prince was accordingly furnished with instructions to reduce 
the whole of the countries, between the Qxus and the remotest borders 
of Egypt ; and in the execution of his orders he was enjoined to con- 
form without variation to the code of Jengueiz ; namely, to spare and 
protect those who submitted,but to pillage and put to the sword, with- 
out distinction of age or sex,allsuch as presumed to resist his authority. 
Thechargewas accepted on the part ofHulauku writh becoming cheer- 
fulness ; and after partaking of a series of festivities with his brother, 
and the Shahzadahs, and principal nobility of his court alternately, for 
the period of a month, he proceeded in the former Ptebbeia of the year 
sixhundred and fifty one, *frointheOurdu, or residence of the Kaaun ; 
accompanied by one fifth of the army of the empire, consisting of one 
hundred and twenty thousand horse, to the head quarters of his own 
government. Here he continued for some time, completing the equip- 
ments for his expedition, until the month of Rarazaun,-): when he 
finally left the Moghul territory ; taking with him on this occasion a 
thousand families of Chinese artificers, skilled in the construction of 
warlike machines, and in the throwing of naphtha, and other inflam- 
mable materials. 

A. H. «53. coxme of the year six hundred and fifty three, at 

A, D. 1125. the expiration of something more than a twelve month, he encamped 
on the enchanting lawns of Kann-e-gull, in sight of Samarkand : where 
he halted for the space of four days, being magnificently entertained 
ky Mus85ioudBegTelwat]je,at tliis period governorofMavvur-un-neher, 
* May, A, D. 1238. t October, November, 1253. 
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ftie country on the Oxus. Trom thence he continued his march to a. H. ew: 
the vicinity of Kesh, where he was met by Aineir Arsrhiin the governor, 
and other officers of Khorassaun. who hastened to jreet his arrival with 

1 . ^ ~ . Stjvt, 

the customary presents, and testimonies of homage. Proceeding in 
the same manner by easy stages, and occasionally receiving on his 
march, the visits of the different feudatories of the Persian empire, 

Hulaukii crossed the Jevhhn in the last month oftheyear.*^ and took 
up his winter quarters in the territory of Shabraghaun. 

On the return of spring he prosecuted his march to the territoiy of 
Khawauf ; Arghun Aga having previously taken his departure for Kar- 
akorum, by his orders, leaving his son Guerffi Melek, with Ahmed 
■Puttuktehei, and Khaujah Atta-ul-mulk Joueinv. the author of the 
Tarikh Jahaun giishai. to attend the presence of Hulauku ; on whom, 
and on his immediate descendants, the oriental historians in general 
bestow the title of EvlKliann — su!)remeEhaun,orsovereign. Onreach- 
ing Zatvah he detached Keybuka Aiiyan to reduce the Kohestaun, pro- 
ceeding wi th the main bo d^ of the army to Tasse ; where he was sump- 
tuously entertained at the expence of Ameir Arghiin, and Khaujah 
■ Ezz-ud'dein, another lord of the country. In the mean time, Shums* 
ud-dein .Mahommed Guerret had been dispatched to demand the 
surrender of Sevkhess fromXausser-ud-dein, thegoveniorof that place 
on the part or Rokn-ud-dein Khursbah, the prince of AI Mowat. 

That officer thought it prudent to submit to superior force, and accom- 
panied the envoy to the camp of Hfilauku, from whom he experienced 
a favorable and distinguished reception. The Eyl Khaim now led his 
troops without interruption towards the territory of Rudbaur ; on the 
confines of which, by a succession of marches, he ultimately arrived ; 
and there, in the manner which will be hereafter related, onSunday the 
first of Zykaudahf of the year six hundred and fifty four, he received, 
in person, the submission of Khur Shah the prince of theBouautinists ; 
after the total subjugation of whom, he finally directed his course, in 
terrible magnificence, towards the metropolis of the house of Abbas. 

The unworthy representative of that illustrious house had, on the 
jther hand, by this time become entirely the dupe of his perfidious mia* 

* Jauuarv, A» D* 12&C. t Nov, 19tli, ,A. D. 126& 
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A. H. es4. ister, tlie son of the Alkomlte ; v^ho, on his part, recei ving mtelligeneei 
A.D. 12 jg, Qf designs of the Moghul, determined to pave the way for the ex- 

Klidlaussut- ecution of that destructive scheme of vengeance, which he had so long 
nl akhbciur. contemplation. His first step appears to have been, to cajole 

the feeble minded Miistaussem into a belief, that his authority was so 
firmly established, and so universally respected by all the princes of 
the earth, that the maintenance of so many military chiefs and their 
numerous stipendiaries, was, in his judgment, a drain upon the impe- 
rial treasury, which, for the future, might as well be put a stop to. At 
all events, if bis imperial master would confide to his discretion, they 
jnight be employed in a way to replenish, instead of exhausting the 
resources of the state. Seduced by a sordid spirit of avarice and love 
of gold, the credulous monarch suffered himself to be led away by the 
treacherous views of his minister; and committing the entire manage- 
ment of the business to the Alkemite, gave himself up, in the most 
ignominious indolence and forgetfulness of his duty, to the wretched 
indulgence of his pleasures. The minister, in a short time, contrived 
accordingly, by dispersing the greater part of the military force of 
Baghdad to the distant provinces, to expedite the consummation of 
hisperfidious system ; and having thus cleared the way for his approach^ 
dispatched to communicate to Hulauku his assurances of entire devo- 
tion, and attachment, to the interests of that prince. 

Hulauku, who had by this time conducted his army to Hamadaun, 
left that place in the month of Ramzaun of the year six hundred and 
fifty-five,* on his march for the devoted metropolis of the Khelaufut; 
the advanced guard of his troops being consigned to the direction of 
two of his principal generals Sughunjak and Tkiju ; the latter, not im- 
probably, the person who had originally stimulated the resentment of 
the great Kaaun against the feeble Mustaussem. All that remained 
of respectability and honesty, among the courtiers of the unhappy 
monarch, endeavored on this farming intelligence, to awaken him 
fi»m. the fatal and ignominious dream of negligence, pride, and secur- 
ity, into Khich he was fallen: but without effect • The crafty and 
perfidioftS)Vezzeir continued in private to impose upon, his sovereigo 
,, ^ September, October, A. D. 12&7.. 
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tTi« most altsurd conceptions of the superioritj' of his arms : “forn-hat A. H, 655, 
of injiirv” said he, “ have the brave troops ofBaijhdad to apprehend 
'‘’from the ferocious, but undisciplined iloghuls r the very women 
“ and children of the city would annihilate them in the streets, with 
“ stones from the terraces of their houses.” 

By these and similar arguments, the Alkemite had totally laid asleep 
the faculties of his master, wdien . intelligence unexpectedly arrived 
that the advanced guard of the i\Ioghuls were approaching the capital 
by the route of the desert : and a detachment of ten thousand horse 
under Futtah-ud-dein and ilujahed-ud-dein, was marched without 
delay, by the Khalit ’sdirection, to oppose the enemy. The hostile di- 
visions appear to have met in the vicinity of, or perhaps in a defile 
between, two neighboring hills, where they became unavoidably en- 
gaged in a very fierce and obstinate conflict ; the day, however, closing 
beiore the victory could be detennined, both parties proceeded to en- 
camp forthe night in the presence of each other: and here the resources* 
and indefatigable spirit of the Moghuls, decidedly evinced their super- 
iority over the pampered legions of an efleminate government. Under 
cover ofthe night they absolutely conducted thestream of aneighboring 
river (it could scarcely have been the Euphrates as stated in the manu- 
script) into the camp of their adversaries ; who thus losing the whole 
of their baggage and equipments, and being otherwise thrown into 
the utmost consternation, were in that state, the next morning, at- 
tacked by the Moghuls and entirely put to the sword ; with theexcep- 
tionhowever of Miijahed-ud-dein, one of the generals, and three other 
individuals, who escaped to relate the story at Baghdad. As a proof 
ot jMustaussem’s total insensibility to the magnitude of the approach- 
ing storm, and of the recent misfortune, it is represented that he should 
have thrice repeated L7 humd-ul-ullah, the ordinary ejaculation, or 
God be praised, that Mujahed-ud-dein was safe ; indicating we will sup- 
pose, that the destruction of his followers was a matter of no great 
importance. 

To dispense with all further detail, of circumstances less material, 
the author proceeds to relate, that towards the close of the six huu- 
dred and fifty-fifth of the Hidjerah, Hulaukil, in person, at the head 
of a prodigious force, appeared before Baghdad ; and compelled the un- 
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A. H. C55. happy Mdstaussem to combat for safety, and existence, behind the 
P- walls of his metropolis. For the space of nearly two months, during 
Kholaussut- -{vhich the inhabitants were exposed to every species of violence and 
nl akhbaur. gj|.y continued to be defended, with considerable persever* 

ance, against the daily exertions of the assailants from without : but 
at the expiration of that period, the feeble representative of the house 
of Abbas, no longer capable of sustaining the effect of perpetual alarm, 
yielded at last to the base suggestions of domestic treachery, ever 
more fatal than the most formidable aggressions of foreign hostility j 
and consented, by the advice of the perfidious Allremite, to commit his 
person to the hazard of an interview with the fierce Elukuku. For 
that purpose, in the early part of the month of Suffur of the year six 
hundred and fifty-six,* he accordingly quitted his capital by the gate 
of Daur-ul-Salaum ; and, accompanied by his two sons, Abu Bukker 
and Abdurraihman, and a numerous group of relatives, and the most 
distinguished and enlightened members of his court, proceeded to the 
pavilions of the Tartar monarch. Here, the Khalif, with his sons and 
two or three of his attendants, was admitted without great difficulty ; 
but the melancholy remainder were excluded, and many of them 
doomed, the very same day, to the fatal distinction of becoming the 
first victims, of Flulauku’s unsparing vengeance. 

Ilabeib-us- On Friday, the ninth ofthfe same month of Suffur, f Hulaukfi made 
his entry into the metropolis of the Khelaufut, where he gave to his 
generals, and principal followers, a sumptuous entertainment. To this 
display of barbarous festivity and triumph, the last of the Khalifs was 
now summoned, and required, as the host of his conqueror, to produce 
as far as he was capable, something that should be worthy the accep- 
tance of such an exalted guest. Conceiving that nothing more was 
intended than expressed, the unhappy monarch gave directions that a 
present of two thousand costly and magnificent robes, two thousand 
diiiaurs of gold, and a variety of gold and silver plate, vases, and otiier 
articles, enriched with jewels of the greatest price and beauty, should 
be selected from his treasury and wardrobe, and laid in the usual style, 
jin trays, before Fliilauku. Surveying them with an eye of contempt 

• February, A. D. V258. t February 14tb, A. D, 1258. 



m 


’■'and scora, the Moghul immediately distributed these articles among A. H. (M. 
the attendants, and addressed Mustaussem in the following terms ; 

the whole of thy visible property, together with that of the inhabi- g “j.” 

“ tants of BaghdMjis already at the disposal of my followers ; of that 
“ therefore it was needless to make an offering : what we require of 
“ thee, is to indicate something with respect to thy hidden treasures.” 

The object of the conqueror could be no longer misunderstood ; and 
the captive monarch pointing to the area in the court of the palace, 
there, on opening the ground, was indeed discovered what might have 
been amply sufficient to glut the utmost cravings of avarice itself ; a 
tankorcovered reservoir, loaded to thebrim,with cakes, oringotsofsolid 
gold, of the weight of one hundred meskals each, or something less than 
a pound and a quarter avoirdupois ; the meskal being estimated at a 
dram and a half. 

There is, moreover, not wanting authority to relate, that for several 
days the remorseless Hulaukii confined his illustrious and unhappy 
captive, without food or sustenance of any kind; and that when the 
pangsof hunger became no longer endurable, the wretched Mustaussem 
sent to implore relief. The attendants now brought him from the 
' Moghul, a dish full of gold and jewels, of which he was desired to eat. 

The unhappy monarch expostulated on the impossibility of obej ng 
so strange an injunction : “ then” said the interpreters of Hulauku’s 
will, “since these are things which thoucouldst not eat, wherefore was 
’ “it, that thoudidst not devote them to the preservation of so many thou- 
‘ ' sands of thy fellow !Mosslems ; wherefore not bestow them on such as 
' “ might be employed to defend the inheritance ofthine ancestors, from 
“ the invasion of foreign armies ?” To this Mustaussem, the wretched 
Mustaussem, could offer no reply ; but from a heart, continues the au- 
thor, burning like the crucible of the gold refiner, he drew a sigh of 
chilling anguish and despair, and found a sad, but temporary relief, in 
the tears which copiously overflowed his furrowed cheeks. 

In the mean time, it having been intimated, according to some au-' 
thorities, that some awful and tremendous convulsion of nature would 
intallibly ensue, if the blood of the reigning Khalif was in any maimer 
made to flow, it became the subject of deliberation, between Hulankd 
and his generals, how the person ofMfistausscm should be ultimately 
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A, H. 656, disposed of;-^'ben the ferocious monarch put -a period to the debate? 

A. D. 12 )G. jjy j-cuiarking, that in one respect they might venture to discard every 

Wabeib-us- uoeasv apprehension, since it formed no part of his design to spill a 
drop of that blood, which was esteemed so sacred. He accordingly 
gav-e immediate instructions that his wretched, and defenceless cajttive 
sliould be closely wrapped up in camelots, or coarse hair blankets; and 
jn that state caused him to be roiled backwards and forwards, on the 
gTound, with such force and violence, that every joint and articulation 
pf his frame was either mashed or wrought asunder. Such being the 
expedient adopted by the Moghul, to terminate the existence, without 
fehedding the blood of his illustrious prisoner. His children, his bro- 
thers, his kindred, his principal officers, and every agent of his govern- 
ment were sacrificed at the same time, to the exterminating vengeance 
of Hulauku. 

The Moghfil troops had been now ordered to enter the devoted city ; 
where, for the space of forty days, they opened such a scene of pillage, 
massacre, arid blood, as outraged humanity, as much as it almost sur- 
passes the scope of human belief. It will not, how'ever, be difficult to 
conceive that the stream of the Tigris should have been discoloured 
with human gore ; when, exclusive of those who were butchered in the 
villages adjoining, the numberofthe slain,in the city alone, is estimated 
St -eighi hundred thousand ^eisons* The booty which fell into the 
hands of these ferocious exterminators, is stated in general terms, 
whether in specie and' jewels, in furniture of silver and gold, in rare 
and -castlv manufactures, the produce and fabric of every region of the 
globe, and in Greek and Russian slaves, to have surpassed the ordi- 
nary powers of arithmetic. Having glutted themselves with plunder 
and slaughter, the troops of Hulauku were next employed to demolish , 
the avails, and towers, and other fortifications of the place ; when, the 
wrath of the Eyl Khaun becoming at last either exhausted or appeased, 
a sentiment of returning pity prevailed with him to spare the affrighted 
remnant of the inhabitants, who had escaped into holes and corners, 
from-that ruthless destruction which had swept away so many myriad# 
of their fellow citizens. 

It is, however, some consolation to reflect, that, with the usual des- 
tiny of traitors, the perfidious Alkemite derived but little advantage 

* The fearful list is swelled; by some writers, to the incredible total of one million eight 
'hundred thousand. 



from tlie consummation of his crimes. It would appeartlialhe had been A. H". mS: 
led, from the conspicuous part which he had acted in facilitating the A. D. 1-253. 
hiimihatioii and destruction of the house of Abbas, to encouraafe an 

expectation tliat lie should at least be established in the gOTemment of ‘^^v*** 
Baghdad : bat the Tartariiionarch,obsemrig that^/m^ man who betrayed 
liisbeiiefactorliad, injustice, iiotliingtoaspire to, immediatelybestowed 
that government upon Eben Amran ; another traitor, who, while the.. 

Moghuls were engaged beiore the town on this occasion, found means 
to discover to' Hiilauku a hoard of grain, which was known to him. as' 
govenior of Yakiibiali ; which furnished a supply of fifteen days'" coii- 
Siiiiiptioii to the whole arm Y 5 and probably enabled them to prosecute 
the siege toasuccesful termination. 

Such, in the six hundred and fifty sixth of the Hidjerali, as we have 
attempted to describe it, was the fate of Miistaussem the last of the. 

Iviiaiit's of the house of Abbas ; in the forty seventh year of liis age, and 
the seventeenth of his reign. With his life terminated the power of 
that celebrated race of monarclis, after it had subsisted fora period of 
five hundred and eight solar, or five hundred .and twenty three lunar 
years, two iiiootlis, and twenty- three days. The sovereign aiithoritT 
now devolved to the Tartar princes of the blood of Jenguei^, commeEC-* 
iiig with Hiilaukii ; to whom, in a future page, shall further claim 
the attention of the reader. In the mean time, in default of a more eli- 
gible arrangement, w-e shall proceed to describe, fromthe siiiiimarvoiit^ 
line of the the origin, advancement, and alter- 

natedissolutionoftheseveral dinasties, wdiicli successively flourished in 
the countries betwixt the Oxus' and ■the shores of Egypt, during the 
ascendancy, and for some time subse'quent to the extiactioiij of th©-* 
house'"#! Abbast 
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DftheTiHEBITES 

0 Kboiassaua. 


I N tracing the causes which tended toplace the government of IvhoN 
assaun for several successions in the descendants ofTahorZulyem- 
nein, it becomes expedient in to recur to that period in the reign of the 
Khalif U1 Mamun, when, subsequent to the death of his brother, that 
monarch proceeded to take up his residence in the metropolis of Bagh- 
dM. The reader is already apprized of the important services ren- 
dered to his sovereign by the able and warlike Zhlyemnein ; the title 
bestow’ed, as w'e have explained on a former occasion, on Taher the son 
of Hhsseyne, the son of Mussaub of the race of Khozzai. 

In one of those moments of conviviality, when LT Mamun was em- 
ployed in steeping the recollection of past events, in the exhilarating 
juices of the grape, Zulyemnein, unexpectedly, entered his presence; 
and the chief butler proceeded by his master's instructions, in common 
with the other guests, to circulate the goblet to that general. While 
this was passing, a flood of tears was observed to stream from the eyes 
ofPlMamhn, and Zulyemnein ventured to inquire^ what could pos- 
sibly produce these emotions of sorrow in the bosom of a monarch,, 
whose power was established from the eastern ,to tbte western limits of 
the earth. The Khalif made such a reply as he conceived suitable ta 
the occasion ; but continued so overpow^ered by his emotions, that 
Zulyemnein, not daring toui^ehim with further importunity, quitted 
the palace under no slight impressions of alarm. Sending, for one of 
the domestics of Hhsseyne the Shraubdaur; or chief butler, he engaged 
him, hy a stupendous bribe of two hundred thousand dinaurs,* (if in- 
deed it is not an error in the manuscript) to prevail upon his master 
to extract from U1 Mamdn the cause of his tears. Accordingly, when 
the monarch required his butler, the ensuing day, to furnish him with 
his favorite beverage, the latter declared with an oath, that until he 
disclosed the source of that affliction, which he had exhibited thedaj^ 
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'before, he should venture to disobey the commands of his imperial k, H. 204 . 

master. U1 Mamun demanded his object in making such an inquiry ; P- si!>. 

and Hussevne assuring him that he was actuated bv no other motive Klioku-sut- 
... “ . , , . , * ul-akhUaar. 

m his presumption, than what arose from the deepest concern at 

observing his master’s apparent distress of mind, the Khalif, after a 

strict injunction not to divulge the secret, then proceeded to 

acknowledge that whenever his eye fell upon Zhlyemnein, it never 

■failed to bring to his recollection, the death of his brother UIAmein; 

and that on such occasions he found it impossible to suppress his tears. 

The result of this conversation was punctually communicated to 
Zulyemnein ; and the latter availed himself of one of his first inter- 
views with Abi Khaled, the Khalit’s minister of state with whom he 
was on terms of friendship, to make it the subject of discussion ; and, 
as an expedient to remove him from the immediate influence of U1 
Mamuii’s eventual displeasure, to request that he would contrive to 
obtain for him the government of Khorassaun. The Yizzeir concur- 
red without difficulty in the views of Zulyemnein ; and at his next 
conference with the sovereign, failed not to represent that the province 
of Khorassaun, through the incapacity of Ghassaun either to main- 
tain the discipline of the troops, or secure the peace of theiahabitants» 
was falling into a deplorable state of anarchy and misrule. U1 Ma- 
mfin demanded what he thought advisable to be done, and whom he 
could recommend to be invested with a charge so important ? the 
minister, without further ceremony^ proposed Zulyemnein, who was 
accordingly appointed to that government ; and reaching his province 
in the course of the two hundred and fifth of the Hidjerah, rendered 
himself in a very short time, if not entirely absolute in his authority* 
ill a great degree independent of that of his sovereign. 

On the testimony of the agent employed to transmit to his court an 
account of the affairs of Khorassaun, it is now stated, that finding. 
Zulyemnein had at length proceeded to the extremity oferasing the name 
of his master from the Khotbah, one Friday during the celebration of 
divine worship at the principal mosque of his capital, as a preliminary 
to the declaration -of independence, the person alluded to conceived 
it expedientto communicate the intelligence without a moment’s delay, 
by a messenger whom he immediately dispatched to Baghdy,. Tira 
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very day afterwards, before tliesun was yet risen, a messenger came t& 
require his presence at the palace of government ; on which, conceiving 
that the subject of his dispatch had been made known to Zulyemnein, 
and that he was about to suffer under the sword of the executioner, 
he repeated the usual formulary of the dying, the kelmah shihaudut, 
attesting the unity of God and the divine mission of ilahomined ; and then 
accompanied the messenger. Reaching the palace, however, the first 
person by whom he was accosted from behind the hangings of the sa- 
loon, happened to be Tellahah the son of Taher, who demanded if he 
had closed his dispatches for the preceding day ? Having replied in 
the affirmative, he was most agreeably suprised by an order, this day, to 
announce the death of Zulyemnein ; which with feelings of consider- 
able satisfaction, he proceeded to obey. It is further related, that when 
the former dispatch was delivered to U1 Mamun, Ahmed the son of 
Abi Khaled, as the pledge of Zulyemnein’s fidelity, was called upon by 
his sovereign to proceed immediately into Khorassaun, to vindicate 
his insulted authority ; and he was preparing for the expedition, when 
the second dispatch announced the death of Zulyemnein, and very 
^leasonably relieved him from his embarrassment. 

The death of Zulyemnehi is stated to have taken place on the night 
of that very day on which he had undertaken to discard the authority 
of U1 Mamun, just one year and six months after he had assumed the 
government of Khorassaun. He is described as being blind of an eye. 
in addition to the title of Zulyemnein, he was sometimes distinguished 
by the appellation of Abul Teyb, parent of good ; no slight argument 
of the popularity of his character. 

Telia HA h or Tulieiha uthe son of Taher, the secondof this race, 
assumed the government of Khorassaun on the death of his father ; but 
under the express, although perhaps nominal authority of U1 Mamun, 
On the events of his government the author is however entirely silent. 
He died inthe two hundred and thirteenthof the Hidjerah ; and appears 
to have been succeeded, for a .short time only, by a son of the name 
«f Ally ; who was put to death by a body of insurgents, who had re- 
volted against his authority in the neighborhood of Neyshapur. 

Aboullah the son of Taher, the third in succession of his race, 
haj.peued to be at Daintir when he received intelligence of his brother’^ 
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deatli ; and he hastened, with similar powers from UI Mam'S n, to t-vke A. H. 2i». 
possession of Khorassaun. On his march he found it a necessary pre- 
ii,ninar\"to emplov’ his exertions in suppressiuj the insurrection at 

1 ^ ui-akaiiiox* 

!N e\ shapur, which had occasioned the death of his nephew. And in 
this he appears to have succeeded without any extraordinary difSculty% 
or delay. 

Under the ijovernment of this chief it is related, on the authoritv of 
the Rouzut-us-suffa, that a fire-temple belonging to aremnantofthe 
Magian superstition, had been yet allowed to stand by the side, or in 
the vicinity, of one of the mosques in the city of Herat ; which, as that 
persecuted race were rcgul-ar tributaries of the government, they had 
long been suffered to fi-equent without molestation. It happened how- 
ever, about this period, that some indiscreet and over zealous Mahom- 
medan teacher, in one of his discourses, should have taken occasion to 
remark to his congregation, that the true faith must be at a veiy low 
ebb in Herat, since a temple of the worshippers of fire was still left 
standing by the side of the tabernacle of their holy religion; and not a 
Mussulman appeared of sufficient energy to lay it in ruins. These 
indiscreet expressions had the effect he seemed to desire, in inflaming 
the dormant zeal of his auditors. The Mosslems inimediatelyassembled 
in great multitudes, and the same night proceeded to demolish both 
the mosque and its obnoxious neighbour ; and before themorningbroke, 
had erected a mosque entirely new from the foundtttions, on the site of 
the former structures. Xext day, the aggrieved andiasultedjuyrofa/tr* 
discovering what had passed, and equally affected with surprise and re- 
sentment, made the best of their way towards Neyshapiir; in order to 
apply for redress to AbdullahTaher,whoappear3tohave fixed the seatof 
his government in that city'. Abdullah, on his part, desirous ot strictly 
investigating the groundsof their complaint, summoned to his presence 
all the oldest builders that could be found either at Heiit, or in the 
surrounding territory ; who, strange to tell, to the numberof four thou- 
sand individuals, all agreed in attesting that, so long as they had lived, 
the mosque had appeared exactly as it now stood ; neither had there 
ever existed, on that spot, either mosque or fire-temple of any other 
description, to the best of their belief. Upon this testimony it is pro- 
bable, though not expressed, that the unfortunate Magrans were corQn 
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A. H. 213-59. pelled to continue tlieii; lesson of forbearance under the injuries in- 
A. D.828-72. Qjctgfi ypon them by their odious persecutors ; and the design of the 
author in relating the circumstance was, possibly, to intimate, that 
in thus totally obliterating from the minds of these worthies, the re- 
collection of the past, providence had wrought a fresh miracle in sup- 
port of the surpassing excellencies of Isslum. 

Abdullah Taher died in the two hundredand thirtieth oftheHidjerah, 
at the age of forty eight, and after successfully conducting the govern- 
nient of Khorassaun for a period of seventeen years. He was equally- 
distinguished for his taleutsi and the liberality of his disposition, and 
not less so for the moderation and justice of his administration. 

Taker the son of Abdullah, fourth ofthe race ofTaher, succeeded 
Taher son of Ab- father; and was confirmed in his authority by a patent and 
dullah.ivthoftke Standard conveyed to him by the Khalif U1 \7authek. He died in the 
Taiierrtej. subsequent reign of Mustayue ; and of him the author furnishes no 
further memorial. 

Mahommed the son ofthe above mentioned Taher, and the fifth of 
this race, succeeded to his father, under the mandate and authority of 
U1 Mustayue ; but being inordinately devoted to a life of pleasure, the 
circumstance proved a very natural stimulus to the ambition of Yakub 
the son of Laiss-ul-Sutaiir, (the brazier or copper smith) who had by 
this time made himself master of Seicstaun ; and who determined to 
avail himself of such an opportunity, to extend his usurpations to the 
neighbouring provinces. That adventurer accordingly conducted his 
troops to Herat; from whence. having without muchdifficulty expelled 

the officers and agents of the Taheritc, he directed his march towards 
SLAHOMMED.Vth V 1 « rri 1 i • i t 

♦ftfaeTaliei-ites. ■^^J'^bapur. 1 lie only opposition which he appears to have experi- 
enced to his approach, oil the part of the indolent and voluptuous 
Mahommed, was an absurd message to demand, whither he was pro- 
ceeding without the authority of the Khalif s sign manual ? The sou of 
Laiss placing liis hand upon his sword, like many before and since, 
briefly observed in reply, “ this is my warrant, and this my authority” ! 
Oiithereturii ofthe messenger who conveyed this reply, the ministers 
of the son of Taher immediately forsook him, and dispersed to different 
quarters ; and their degenerate principal fell, shortly afterwards, hi to the 
hands of his more warlike and enterprising adversary. This event, 
jn the two hundred and fifty ninth ofthe Hidjerah; put a period to the 
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goffer of the raceof Taber, when it had subsisted in Khorassaun, for 
about four years more than half a century. 

The narratiye proceeds next to describe the events which, through 
the operation of an inscrutable proyidence, transferred the sovereign 
power to the Sufauriah, or Sufarides; the sons of Laiss so denominated, 
from the ignoble occupation of their ancestor. On this subject we are 
informed that Laiss, the person from whom the dinasty derived its name 
and origin, was an obscure mechanic who wrought in brass, and from 
his occupation called Laiss-ul-Sufaur.* This man had three sons, 
Yakub, who for some time wrought at his father’s trade, and Omar, 
and Ally. Becoming: tired of manual labour, Yakub prevailed upon 
some dissolute characters like himself to form a band of outlaws, with 
whom he thenceforward proceeded to earn a subsistance by robber\', 
and plunder on the highway : conducting himself, however, in this 
career of violence with singular moderation, as he was never known 
to take from any individual the whole of his property. 

One night, in the course of his predatory exploits, he had contrived 
to excavate a passage in to the palace of Derham the son of Passer ; a 
descendant of Rauffia the son of Laiss, and of the celebrated Nusser 
Seyaur,who at that period held the gcn'ernment of Seiestaun; and hav- 
ing made up a convenient bale of gold and jewels, and the most costly 
stuffs, was proceedina: to carry itoff, when he happened in the dark to 
strike his foot against something hard on the tloor. Thinking it might 
he a jewel of some sort or otlier, a diamond perhaps, he picked it up 
mid put it to his tongue, and to liis equal mortification and disappoint- 
ment, found it to be a lump of rock salt: for having thus tasted the salt 
of the owner, his avarice gave way to his respect for the laws of hos- 
pitality; and throwing down his precious booty, he left it behind him, 
and withdrew empty-handed to his habitation. Tliq treasurer of Der- 
ham ben. Xasser repairing the next day, according to cu-stom, to in- 
spect his charge, was eeiually surprised and alarmed at observing that 
a great part of the treasure, and other valuables had been removed ; 
but on examining the package which lay on the floor, li:s astonish- 
ment was not less, to find that not a single article had been conveyed 
away. The singularity of the circumstance induced him to report it 
immediately to his master; and the latter causing it to be proclaimed 
^ Laiss the hrasier, or coppersEiili. 


A. H. 25». 
A. D, ::72. 

Kholaj-sut- 

ul-akiibaur. 


Orig'n oftlie 
Sataiir.aa. 



A. H. 255 <H throughout the city, that the author of this proceeding had his free 
A. D. 869-75 . par Jon, further announced that on repairing to the palace, he would be 
Klioiuussut- distinguished by the most encouraging marks of favor. Yakub Laiss 
xil-akiibaur. without the smallest apprehension to avail himselfof the in- 

vitation ; and when the prince demanded what motive could have im- 
pelled him to abandon a prize so completely at his discretion, Yakub 
made a faithful disclosure of ail that passed ; and was immediately 
enrolled among the Yh ssawuls, orexempts, employed about the person 
ot the chief to convey orders to those acting under his authority. 

From this period, the advancement of i'akub proceeded with such 
rapidity, that in a little time he became invested with the entire com- 
mand of the military force of his patron ; and on the death or removal 
Yabub, 1st of of the latter, it is not exactly stated which, the soldiery put themseh'es 
theSuiaridcs. under his authority, and enabled him to take possession of Seiestaun 
for himself. After this, having successively made himself master of 
Herat, and Foshenje, he proceeded in two hundred and fifty-five 
through the desert into Farss ; where he succeeded in surprising the 
lieutenant of Sheiiiz, whom he brought away with him a prisoner into 
Seiestaun. 

In two hundred and fifty -seven he further subjugated the provinces 
of Balkh and Tokharestaun ; and two years afterwards, by the sub- 
mission of Mahommecl the sou of Taher, as we have recently seen, he 
extinguished atNeyshapfir the power of that family, and became mas- 
ter of Khorassaiin. In the two hundred and sixtieth of the Hidjerah 
he engaged in hostilities with Hussun the son of Zeid, the prince of 
Tebrestaun,wliom he defeated; but through the intenseness of the cold 
season, and a heavy M of snow, which came upoathem, he lost in 
the expedition, near forty thousand of his troops. In the two hundred 
and fifty first of the hidjerah, openly revolting against the authority of 
the Khalif Mfiatemmed, he seized the cities of Sheirauz and Ahuauz; 
but advancing towards Baghdad, in the course of the following year, 
he was opposed and defeated, as formerly observed, by U1 Mowflek, 
the Khalit’s brother. On the dav of his defeat Mahommed the son of 
Taher effected his escape from captivity, and sought an asylum witii 
iluatemmed. 
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Resuming hisdesign against Baghdad, Yakub Laiss wason hisraarcli A-, H, 86547 . 
tWards that metropolis, ivhen, in the course of the two hundred and A. D. 878 - 8 Q. 
sixty-fifth of the Hidjerah, a fit of the colic terminated in death, his KWaussut- 
active and eventful career. He is said to have reigned in absolute 
sovereignty for a period of eleven years ; and he has left among histo- 
rians, a character distinguished for sagacity of mind, for rigid and im- 
partial justice, and for unbounded liberality. His numerous cavalry 
are represented, for the greater part, to have been mounted on horses 
from his own stables, and to havebeen subsisted from his private treasury. 

And as a proof of the splendorof his equipage on particular occasions, 
a thousand men in harness, chosen from the flower of his troops, with 
maces of gold on their shoulders, and the same number with maces of 
silver, are stated to have attended his person on days of ceremony. Pie 
adjusted all differences on his own personal investigation, and by the 
dictates of his own judgment; and he confided his secrets to no human 
being ; to which latter may be ascribed the success which generally 
attended him in his undertakings, llis manners and mode of life were 
at the same time so simple and frugal, that a person, on some occasion 
or other, could not forbear expressinghis surprisethat heshould pretend 
to sovereign power ; when all he perceived in his tent was confined to 
the coarse carpet on which he reclined, and the armour which he wore, 
his answer either implies that be the manners of their leader what they 
may, his followers will always be found ready to obey ; or that their 
conduct will ever be governed by the example of their chief. 

OiiiK the sou of Laiss, the second of the Siifauriali or Sufarides, 
succeeded to the authority and fortunes of his brother. As an ex- 
pedient to consolidate his power, he determined however on opening a 
negociatioii with the court of Muatemmed, and with suitable presents 
to appease the resentment of that monarch, .Anageat was accordingly OMAa.IIdctf 
dispatched to apologise for the conduct of his predecessor. All this 
was favorably received by the Khaleitah ; and a patent for the govern- 
ment of Jvhorassaun and Farss, with that of Isfahaun and Seiestaun, 
was soon afterwards transmitted to Omar Laiss. Thus confirmed in 
his authority the latter now proceeded toKazvein; and having arranged 
bis iuiercsts in that quarter, he repaired, in the course of the two huii-. 
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A. H.' 267-87. < 3 re(i and slxtr-seventli of tlie Hidjerah, to Sheirauz ; and having estab* 
A. D. 880 - 900 . lisiietj his agents throughout Farss and the territory oflsfahaun, 
Kholaussut- returned into his native province of Seiestaun. 

In the course of two hundred and seventy-one, the Khalif Mhateni- 
med, however, prevailed upon by the complaints of the inhabitants,, 
withdrew from Omar Laiss his warrant for the government of Khor- 
assaun, and an array was dispatched fromBaghd^ to commence hos- 
tilities against that chief; who was ultimately defeated by the Khalif’s 
troops. Nevertheless, an insurrection having been set on foot in favor 
of ftlahommed the son of Zeid, the Fatimite prince of Tebrestami, in 
the two hundred and seventy fourth of tlieHidjerah, by Rauffia the son 
of Harethmah, or Harsamah, the arms of Omar Laiss appear to have 
been directed in support of the Khalifas authority ; and to have been 
so employed, until the year two hundred and eighty-six, when the in- 
surgent becoming the prisoner of that chieftain, was by him conveyed 
in fetters to Baghdad. From all which it is to be inferred, that a good 
understanding with that court had been by some means or other res- 
tored. But in the course of two hundred and eighty-seven, we find 
Ameir Issmauil the Samaunian, at the head often thousand horse, the 
greater part of whom with wooden stirrups, crossing the Jeyhun at 
the request ofthe Khalif Muatezzed, to attack the power of Omar Laiss, 
The latter opposed him with seventy thousand cavalry. When the 
armies were drawn out for battle, however, the horse which carried 
Omar becoming restilf and unmanageable, took fright, and bore his rider, 
directly into the ranks of the enemy. This was followed by the entire; 
defeat of his troops, and a complete victory on the part of Amek Iss* 
mauil, to whom the son of Laiss became now a prisoner. 

k 

111 this state he had been conveyed to one of the tents ofhis conqueror; 
from whence, observing one ofhis former domestics, who was passing 
by, he called to him to bring him something to eat. Having procured 
a piece of butcher’s meat, theboy, for want of other utensils, put it into 
a brass cover, used in ablutions, and kindled a fire under it. While 
hev'ent in search of something to season it, a dbg entered ; and thrust- 
ing his nose into the broth, which was by this time boiling hot, 
scalded his teeth, and was endeavoring to withdraw hi's head, when 
some way or other it became fixed in the handle of the cover, and hft 
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^{in off wit II the utensil suspended to his neck. Amused hv the acci- A. 11. sajv 

dent, Oiiiaf Laissliurstiiito a loud ntot'hui!;hter;andoncot’his truards ‘*''*^* 

dtmandins what, in such?, situation, could afford himsubiect ofmirth ? 

•' . . , , - ui-aklibuui. 

he replied that on the moniiu,;" of that day only, the purveyor of his 

kitchen had complained to him, that it was with no small difficulty a 

train of three hundred camels could convey his cooking furniture; ‘*I 

“ notv perceive” said he, •• that a single cur can remove it with all the 

“ case in the world.” 

After a detention of some days, Ameir Issmauil sent his captive to 
Baghdad ; where he was condemned by iliiatezzed to the confinement 
in which he ultimately perished, after having exercised the' powers of 
royalty, for a period of nearly three and twenty years. Omar, or as 
he is occasionally tleiiominated. Amru Laiss, has been stigmatized as 
an oppressive and sanguinary tyrant, ever covetous of the wealth accu- 
mulated by his ministers, and of all who served about his person : and, 
as an illustration, we are told that he should have one day called before 
him Mahonnned the son of Beslieir, of all others the most distinguished 
in his confidence, and to have proceeded to tax him with some offence 
ofwhich he alleged him guilty. Awareofliisobject, the minister, instead 
of wasting liis breath in useless assertions of innocence, began to 
protest that in all the world he was worth no more than fifty purses of 
gold ; all of which he was, however, ready to consign to the custody 
of his treasurer, if for the fu-ture he would ensrage not to suspect him 
of uncommitted. crimes. ‘■Thou hast given me a decided proof,” 
observed the tyrant, “ that of all the men of this age, thou art the most 
“sagacious directing his treasurer, however, to take charge ofthegold; 
though he further expressed himself highly delighted with this dis- 
creet sacrifice on the part of his obsequious minister. 

On intelligence of the defeat and captivity of Omar Laiss, his 
grandson, Taher the son of Mahommed, the third of the Siifauriah, 
proceeded, with the concurrence of the principal inhabitants of Sei- 
estaiin, to take possessionof the throne of his granclsire. In the two Takes, Hid 
hundred and eighty-ninth of the Hidjerah, he successfully invaded g" ^ 

Farss, and established his authority over the whole of that province. 

But the very next year, Segry, a slave of lus grandtather’s, revolting 
■against him, he was defeated and made prisoner by that insurgeutj 

¥01. II. 2 » 
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A. H. 290, toget!ier with bis brother Yakub. They were both coiiveved to 
A. D. 9u3. Baghdad. Taker was the last of the descendants of Laiss, vrho eser- 
Kliolaussut- sovereign power, which continued in his hands for about six 

^ years ; the wretched attempts made for a few days, on the extinction 
of his government, by a brother of the name of Maaudil, and a cousin 
german ofthe name of Laiss the son of Ally, terminating without suc- 
cess. The power of the Suiauriah appears to have subsisted altogether 
for about forty years. 

The attention of the reader wdll be now directed to the origin, and 
establishment of the race of Saman ; a line of princes destined to act 
a far more conspicuous part, on the theatre of the Persian empire, 
than any of those who have hitherto claimed his notice, within the 
limits of the present chapter. 

A.H. 202-5. It appears on competent authority, that W'hile the Khalif U1 Ma- 
A. D. 817-20. ^ certain Assud the son of Saman, of the 

stock of Behram Tclioubein, repaired to his presence, accompanied 


by bis four sons ; and had the good fortune to be admitted to a con- 
siderable share of that prince’s favor. On the death of their father, 
and the departure of U1 Mamhn for Baghdad, when the government of 
Origin of tlie Khorassaun was vested in Ghassan, or Ghessan, the son of Ebbaud, he 
raceof Saman. received it in charge from his sovereign, to be particular in promoting 
the advancement ofthe sons of Assud; and in conformity with these 
instructions, the subordinate government of Samarkand was then con- 
ferred upon Nouh, the elder ofthe brothers ; that of Ferghaunah was 
allotted to Ahmed ; that ofShaush, and Osrushnah to Yaheya; and the 
city of Herat became the lot of Eleyas the fourth son of Assud. 

On the removal of Ghessan to make room for the race of Taher, about 


the two hundred and fifth of the Hidjerah, his successors forbore to make 
any change in the destination of the four brothers ; but Nouh the son 
of Assud dying in the time of Tellahah the son of Taher, the govern- 
ment of Samarkand was committed, by that prince, to Y aheya and Ah- 
med, the second and third ofthe brothers. Of these, Ahmed possessed 
a distinguished reputation for his justice and piety, and he had seven 
sons whose names rvere as follows : Nasser, Yali&b, Yaheya, Assud, 
Issmauil, Isshaiik or Isaac, and Hameid. To the former of these, 
when, after the. exercise of his authority for a few days only, he re- 
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tired to estate of seclusion, Ahmed resigned the government of Sa- A. H. 2at-. 
markand. A. D. '875» 

When, in the course of the year two hundred and sixty one, Yakub 
Laiss had availed himself of the declining power, and degeneracy of the 
race of Taher, to extend his usurpations into Khorassaun, a patent, 
or mandate for the government of Maur-un-neher, the country on the 
other side the Oxus, was dispatched by the Khalif Muatemmed, to 
this Nasser the son of Ahmed the Samaunian ; whochusingto fix the 
seatof his authority at Samarkand, deputed his brother Issmauil to pre- 
side at Bokhara. In the process of no very long time, some misunder- 
standing being, however, produced between the brothers, by the ill 
offices of malignant men, they hastened to decide their differences in 
the field of battle. The younger brother, Issmauil, was victorious, 
and Nasser became his prisoner ; hut contrary to what might have been 
expected, he experienced the most generous treatment from his con- 
queror, who caused him to be reconducted to Samarkand with every 
testimony ofrespect ; and with the declaration, that he should continue 
to hold the government of Bokhara as his lieutenant only. Ameir 
Nasser dying in the latter end of the two hundred and seventy-ninth* 
of the Ilidjerah, Issmauil then became sole and absolute governor of 
Maur-un-neher ; and has therefore been properly considered by histor- 
ians as the first in order of the monarchs of the race ofSaman. 

IssiiAuiLtheson of Ahmed, first of the race of Saman, when seated 
on the throne of royalty, is said to have exhibited to the world a noble 
example of justice and moderation. Having, as we have already seen^ 
defeated and taken prisoner the usurper Omar Laiss, and sent him a 
captive to the court of the Khalif Muatez 2 ed, he received from that 
prince in return, with the most costly and magnificent dresses of honor, Bokhara, of the 
a patent for the government of all the provinces lately held by the same raceofSama*, 
tsurper, including Seiestaun, Khorassaun and Mazanderaun, Rev and 
Isfahaun. The Kiialifs dispatches were received on this occasion by- 
Issmauil, withdemonstrationsofsingularrespect. Hehmnbled himself 
as he put on each separate dress of honor, in two prostrations of prayer 
•in token of his gratitude, and bestowed upon the bearer of the patent, 
a donation of seven hundred thousand dinaurs.f 

»A.i).892. *390,8331. Cs.8dr 
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A. H. m On the authority of Nizam-ul-ilulk the Tusslte, it is aflinned, thatr 
^ on the defeat and capture of Omar Laiss, Aineir Issmauil proceeded 
™ciuire after the treasures of his captive; and having failed in the 
discovery by other expedients, demanded of him in person where they 
had been deposited. The answer was, that they had been committed to 
the care of one of his relatives of the name of Sauin ; by whom, in all 
probaljility they were conveyed to Herat. On this information Iss- 
rnauil conducted his troops before that city ; and the inhabitants having 
surrendered on express stipulations to his mercy, he hastened to re- 
quire, from thekinsmanof Omar Laiss, that account of his master’strea- 
sureswhichhis information had led him toexpect; hutwithoutsuccess. 

Ill the mean time, the necessities both of his oiRcers and their followers 
had become extremely urgent; and it was intimated to him, by some 
of his confidentialfriends, that the city of HerM, and the adjoining ter- 
ritory, contained an immense population ; and that if from every com- 
petent individual, a contribution w'ere levied of only one meskal, about 
a dram and a half, of gold, he would be able to raise a prodigious sum 
of mone}’, to the entire and ample relief of his army. The virtuous 
Issmauil, with a rectitude which reflects unfiiding lustre upon his me- 
mory,rejected withoutliesitation, the iniquitous proposal; observing in 
reply, that he had promised to this people his protection, and that no- 
thing should induce him to extort from them the smallest article of 
their property. Then, lest any further corrupt suggestion of the 
principle of evil might be urged with him to infringe his capitulation, 
he withdrew in haste from before Herat, and encamped at a consider- 
able distance from it. His generals, nevertheless, again assailed him 
on the same subject ; when he addressed them in these memorable words. 
“That Being, who with the scourge of his destiny, impelled the horse 
“ of Omar Laiss to place his rider at my disposal, is also able to supply 
“the wants, and repair the equipments of my Soldiers, without the 
“ guilt, on my part, of a breach of faith with his creatures.” For this, ^ 
his just forbearance, the rew'ard soon followed. 

One of the ladies of his family had taken off her neklace of rubies, 
and laid it on some conspicuous place, while employed on some , 
business or other which required her attention. A kite, which was 
hovering near, taking the rubies for pieces of meat, immediately 
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l>omice(] upon, and carried off the necklace. The domestics \n-ho 
fortunately olisevved the robbery, hastened to take horse and M-atch 
the motions of the plunderer. After some time, the kite let drop 
the necklace from his talons, and it fell, as it happened, into a 
neighboring dratv-well. One of the party, who had anxiously accom- 
panied the motions of the animal, descending into the well, discovered 
that it communicated, some way or other, with an inner cavern ; in 
which his attention was immediately attracted by a number of chests 
piled together. These he found, on inspection, to be entirely filled 
with gold and jewels ; the treasure of Omar Laiss. conveyed tliitherby 
his kinsman, as to a place of perfect security. From this acciden- 
tal discovery, as if in just compensation for his scrupulous observance 
of the faith of treaties, the good Issmanil derived afar more abundant 
supply to satisfy the demands of his followers, than could have arisen 


k. H. 28T. 
A. D. .cuo. 

KilllIaUiV.lt- 


from any unwarrantable contribution, which he might have imposed 
upon the defenceless inhabitants of Herat. 

Ameir Issmauil survived his triumph over Oinar Laiss, for some- 
thing more than seven years, during which he continued to govern 
with equal glory to himself and advantage to his people ; until the 
middle of the month of Suffur, of the year two hundred and ninety- 
five,* when, at the age of sixty, he withdrew to the regions of eternal 
bliss. 

Abu Muxusser, or Nasser, Ahaied, the son of Issmauil, second 
of the Samauides, or race of Suman. 

This prince succeeded to the throne of his father at Bokhara, im- 
mediately on the demise of the departed monarch ; and was continued 
in his royal dignity by letters patent, and a standard, transmitted for 
that purpose by the Khalif Mukteffy B'lllah. 

About five rears after bis accession, namely, in the three hundredth 
of the ilidjerah, Omar the sou of Aakub, thegreat grandson of Omar 
Laiss, revolted in Seiestaun ; and seized and imprisoned Munsur the 
son of Isshauk the Samaunian, the lieutenant of the province ; on 
which a considerable force was dispatched, by Ameir Ahmed, under 
Husscyne the son of Ally, to restore his authority in that country^ 
After sustaining a siege of nine months in the capital of Seiestaun, the 
insurgent was compelled, either by his fears; or by extreme distress, to 


Ahmed, I ldof 
the Saimuides, 


lloTeiuber25, A. J). 807. 
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A. If. soe. implore for mercy : and on surrendering the city, and putting himself" 
A. D. 912> into the hands of Husseyne, he was, together with Eben Heffaur his 
Kkolaussut- principal associate, conducted a prisoner to Bokhara. The govern- 
ul-aklibaur. Seiestaun was now conferred, by the Samanian monarch, 

pn Semjdr Dowauty. 

While engaged on a hunting party, in the course of the year three 
hundred and one, Ameir Ahmed had given orders, on quitting one of 
his encampments, to set fire to the spot ; when he received intelligence 
from Jiirjaun, that Hussun, the son of Ally-ul-fitrush (the deaf) the 
Fatimite, had expelled hislieutenaut from Tebrestaun, and made him- 
self master of that province. On this information, Ahmed is said to 
have been affected to such a degree, as to have impiously ejaculated, 

“ if it was the will of God that the territory of Tebrestaun should de- 
. “ part from under his authority, to give him death !” and immediately 
returning on his steps, encamped on ihe same ground which he had 
just given orders to set fire to-. Men ofintelligeiit minds converted the 
circumstance into an omen which boded no good : and it accordingly 
fell out, that some of his domestic slaves, at this very crisis, offended 
at their exclusion from those assemblies which their sovereign occa- 
sionally held, with the learned and ingenious individuals who frequented 
his court, seized their opportunity 5 and, on Thursday the twenty- 
third of the latter Jurnmaudy,* entering the tent of Ameir Ahmed, 
there treacherously murdered their benefactor. Some of the assassins 
were laid hold of the next day, and cut to pieces by the nobles, who 
conveyed the body of their sovereign to the capital of Bokhara for in- 
terment. Subsequent to his death, which took place in the seventh 
year of his reign, the title of Ameir Sheheid, the martyred Ameir, was 
bestorved upon this prince. 

Abul Hussun Nasser, more frequently written Munusser, the; 
son of iVhmed, third of the Samanides. 


"SlASSEK,nid 
«f tbe Saman- 


Having ascended the throne of his father at eight years of age, the 
elevation of this prince excited at first but contemptible expectations 
in the minds of the people ; by whom it was. generally remarked, that 
when they considered the pretensions of his uncle Isshauk, the patriarch 
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6r senior, ofthe house of Siiman, who was., in possession of the gorern- a. H. soi. 
ment of Samarkand, it was not diiBcult to prognosticate the degree 014. 
of power, to which such a minor would be suffered to attain. The dis- 
poser of events had, however, ordained that this same despised stripling, 
who ultimately received the title of Ameir Saeid, the august Ameir, 
should, in the sequel, attain to the most exalted rank among the poten- 
tates of the earth. 

In the early part of his reign, the affairs of the government had been 
necessarily committed by Ameir Nasser, with the dignity of Vezzeir, 
to the discretion of A!)u Abdullah Maliommed the son of Ahmed; and 
Isshauk the Samaunian having, as it was foreseen, approached Bo- 
khara, with designs hostile to his nephew’s authority, a general of the 
name of Haniuyah was selected to command the army employed to 
oppose him. Being twice defeated by this commander, and compelled 
after his last discomfiture to fly for shelter to Samarkand, the invader 
was pursued thither by Hamuyah; who appears to have entered that 
metropolis without resistance. A rigid search was immediately set 
on foot in order to discover the retreat of Isshauk ; who, at last yielding 
to his fears, delivered himself up to the mercy of the conqueror, by 
w hom he was conveved without delav to Bokhara, where he termiii- 
ated his days in a prison. 

A slave of Yiissufthe son of Abi-ul-Sauje, ofthe nameof Faeik, hav- 
ing revolted against the authority of the Khalif Muktedder, in the 
course of the vear three hundred and thirteen,* and seized the citv ami 
territory’ of Rev, Ameir Nasser received that monarch’s instructions to 
proceed against the insurgent. The rebel Faeik was expelled from his 
usurpations, apparently without difficulty; and Ameir Nasser having 
continued in that quarter for two months, left the province on his de- 
parture, to the care of Semjur Dowauty, already noticed in a preced- 
ing page. 

On the authority of the Tarikh guzeidah, it is now described that 
Wakan the son of Kauky, perhaps Kauly, one of the feudatories of the 
princes ofthe race ofBuyah, invading Khorassaim, in the three hun- 
dred and twenty ninth of the Hidjerah, Ameir Nasser dispatched 
against him. Ally one of his principal generals ; by whoai tuat chief 

•A.D. 825. 
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A, H. 329. ’Was defeated and killed, and the event announced to his sovereig^n in 

A. D. 940. ^ singular brevity. Wa^Mahiaia-saur-hausmchu. 

Kholdussiii- coinnieTicment of the rear three hundred and thirty one, 

^Jl-akhLaur. » 

however, the respectable Ameir jS asser was smitten by a stroke of the 

palsy, "While he SLiflered under this affliction, he caused an apartment 
to be constructed immediately before the entrance of his palace, to be 
called the house of prayer ; in which, in vestments of purest white, and 
in acts of devotion to his maker, he passed the greater part of the re- 
mainder of his days ; until, in the month of iludjiib of the same year,^ 
he was received into the bosom of divine mercy. He died at the early 
age of eight and thirty, after a prosperous reign of thirty years,' distin- 
guished for his clemency, liberality, beneficence, and justice, and not 
Jess by the exemplary piety, and blamelessness, of his life and manners. 

Nouh the son of Nasser, fourth of the race of Saman, with the en- 
tire concurrence of the military chiefs, and other nobility of Bokhara, 
proceeded to seat himself on the throne of his father ; selecting Abiil 
Soi’H lYtli of of Ahmed for the post of Vezzeir, to assist 

tli« Sai^anides. the management of affairs. About the close of the three hun- 

dred and thirty second of tlielJidjerah, during his residence at Meru, 
Nouh gave protection to 'Wasluiiagucir the son of Zebaur, who had 
withdrawn from rebrestaun ; and who, experiencing from the Sam- 
aunian on this occasion a distinguished and w^ekome reception, re- 
turned at theheadofa body of troops, furnished by that prince, towards 
Jiirjaiui; and having wiested that territory from Hussun the son of 
Feyrozan, took secure possession of the government for himself. 

Here the good fortune of Aineir Nouh seems to have terminated ; 
since from this period his reign appears to have been exposed to all 
the mischiefs of disseiission, revolt, and civil war. In three hun* 
dred and thirty fourj'f Abu Ally the son of Mahommed Mehtauje, who 
administered the government of Rey, revolted against bis authority,;, 
and having raised his uncle Ibrauhim, the son of Ahmed the Samaiin- 
ian, to the royal dignity, proceeded to invade the province of Khorass- 
aun. On intelligenceof this event Ameir Nouh quitted Bokhara, and 
hastened across the Jeyhxm to Meru ; where, on the approach of the 
enemy, the greater part of his troops faithlessly deserted his standard^ 
J Alarcbj, A, D, 943* _ t A. D* 046* 



m 

anH went over to liis adversaries. In consequenee of this, he was a. H. SSj. 
compelled to recross theJeyhun in a sincrleboat, to avoid, or abandon A- D- 

his capital, and make the best of his wav to Samarkand, The vear 
. ,1* til' 1 ui-ak».i;aur. 

lollowing, after taking entire possession ot Ivhorassann, Abu AJly ad- 
vanced to Bokh ra, and there proclaimed the authority of Ibrauhim. 

But some evil disposed person ha\ ing awakened a jealousy in his mind, 
against the instrument of his ambition, Abu Aliy, shortly after this, 
withdrew into Tiirkestaun, or western Tartary ; and Ibrauhim becom- 
ing unequal to the cares of royalty, Ameir Noun embraced the oppor- 
tunity of returning towards Bokhara, where an accommodation was 
brought about by the nobles between the uncle and nephew. By tins 
it was arranged that AtneirXouli should retain the sovereign author- 
ity, and that the superintendance of the armies should be vested in 
Ibrauhim. Ti;e two princes then joined, and directed the whole of 
their attcnticiu to oppose, and defeat the hostile designs of Ab&AIly. 

Both uiiitod, they j;rovod, however, uae(,u?.l to a contest tvith that 
warlike chieftain, w ho after a signal victory over rue two princes, again 
took possession ofBokh ra ; wherehe iiowiuveated Mithommed the sou 
ofNasser, the brother of Ameir Xouh, with the honors of royalty. But 
still conceiving an apprehension of the hostile disposition of the no- 
bles of Bokhara, Abu Ally laft that city, and retired to Tcheghaunian ; 
while Ameir Nouli hastened, by inritiitiou of the same nobles, to 
revisit his capital ; into which he was triumphantly reconducted by 
Ibrauhim, and his brother A bii Jaiiiier, and once more firmly re-estab- 
lished on the throne of his ancestors. lie determined, however, oa 
this occasion, to secure himself against all farther comnetitica on their 
part, by immediately searing the eyes of his uncle ibrauhim, and of 
both his brothers, Mahommed, and Abu Jauifer. 

In the three hundred and thirty ninth of the Hidjerah,* a correspon- 
dence took place which terminated in an accommodation between Ameir 
Xouh, and Ahii Ally; Ameir Xouh condescending toforgh’e ihepsst, 
and inviting his rebellious feudatory to accept the government of Khor- 
assaun,ofwhich hewas accordingly put in possesion. In three hundred 
and forty-two, in conjunction w-ith Washmagueir the son of Zebaur, 
the same Abu Ally conducted a force towards Rey, in order to oppose 
the desig'iis ofRokken-ud-doulah theDeylemite; buthavingcoucluded 

*A.D.»50. 
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A. H. 34i2. a treaty of peace with that prince, on his en?aging to remit annually 

to the exchequer of a^meir Noiiii the sum of two hundred thousand 

Kholaussut- dinaurs # jie ^ya?, on his return from the expedition, accused to his 
al-akiibaur. , , 

sovereign by u aslimagueir, oi having from a motive of corrupt and 
improper partiality, consented to a peace with the Deyleniite, when 
he had a fair opportunity of destroying his power. In consequence of 
this accusation, Abu Ally' was once more exposed to the displeasure 
ofAmeir Nouli; by whom he was immediately superseded in the 
government of Khorassaun, which was now transferred to another 
chief of the name of Abu Skid. Abu Ally, on his part, withdrew to 
Rey, and was there admitted by Rokken-ud-doulah, among the most 
distinguished of his followers. 

Soon after this, in the former Rehbeia of the three hundred and 
forty-third of the riidjerah,i and- in the thirteenth year of an eventful 
and turbulent reign, Ameir Nouh tookhis departure for a better world, 
he bore alsotlietitleofAraeirHaincid, — the laudable or well approved. 

Abijl Foi’aueess (father of chivalry) Abdulmelek, the son of 
iNouh, fifth of the race of Saman. 

This prince, through the influence and exertions ofBukker the son of 
Malek, and ultimately with the concurrence of the nobles of Bokhara, 
succeeded to the throne of his father. H-e was engaged in frequent 
liotilities with Piokken-ud-doulah the Deylemite; but aftereraploying 
Abduimelek, several armies in vain to reduce his power, he consented at last to 
Vth of the race treaty of peace with that prince. It was during the reign of Ab- 
if Siman. dulmelek the Samaiiniaii that, raised from the lowest condition of ser- 
vitude to the most exalted distinctions of the state, Aleptekkein, or 
Aiputtekein,was advanced to thegoverimieiitofKhorassaun; and there 
amassing prodigious wealth, and applying that wealth to engage a 
numerous train of followers in his service, became ultimately tcio 
powerful forhis oaaster. This was the patron of Sebektekei u the lather 
of the celebrated Mahmud of Ghezniu. 

Ameir Abdulmfelek, who bore during life the additional title of 
Mfipyud, coitjinned, and after his death that of bloufiek, prosperous, 
.ieceived,in the course of the three hundred and fiftieth of theliidjerah, 
» 91,66Cl. 18s. 4(1. t July. A. D. JJ54 
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« dangerous fall from his horse, while engaged in the fatorite Persian A. H. E5v\ 
game, of Gui Tchougan, or horse-Goff; of which he died in a verv 
- sliori time, after a reign of something more than seven rears. Kliij!au.-iut- 

o -.T I .'XT I • 1 ’ I ^ Ql-aklibaiir. 

Abu Salah jIussuk the son of Aouh, sixth ot the race ot >aman. 

It would appear that on the death of Abdulmelek, an agent had been 
dispatched by the nobles of Bokhara, into Khorassaun, to demand of 
Alpnttekein. who had bv this time become almost absolute masterof 
that powerful province, which of theraceofSaman he conceived wor- 
thiest of the succession ; hut before the mess-nger could return with 
the reply of that chief, that iiiunsur was t'jo mncii of a stripling, and 
that in his judgment their choice should befixi.d upon one of his un- 
cles, the principal generals and nob;ii;y had united in favor of the «a!ne 
Munsur, whom they h '.d accordingly prcclainicd in the room of his 

deceased brotlier. In const'CiUrnce ofhis apprehensions of the resent- AIrNso,vrft 

, • 1 ... • 1 1 ..1 1 • 1 . - 1 iA’ the race of 

mentot t.ie voang monorca on teas account. Aiuutti-kein detennintd ... 

• - . _ . ' ‘ Sailiao. 

to disobey the summons which he received to repair to Bokhara ; and 
«oon afterwards breaking out into open rebellion, withdrew towards 
Gheziiin, accompanied bv a bodv of three thousand of his own disci- 
plined slaves, or hlaumli ks: with whose assistance betook possession, 
sword in hand, of taut city and the wholecftheadjoining territory. The 
government of Khorassaun was now transferred to Abul Husseyne 
Semjiir ; but though an army was twice dispatched to chastise the de- 
fection of Alpnttekein, it returned as often repelled by the skilful val- 


eur of that successful auventurer and his followers. 

In the year three hundred and fifty three, Kholf the son of Ahmed, 
descended by the mother-side from the Suiauriah or race of Laiss, being 
compelled by the revolt of one of his principal subjects, to abandon 
theprovinceof Seiestaun, now sought the assistance of Ameir Munsur; 
and receiving trom him an ample supply of troops and treasure, wa-s 
enabled to return in triumph to his capital, and to resume with addi- 
tional lustre, his authority in the territory of Neimrouz. This Kholf 
the son of Ahmed is represented, at the same time, as equally adorned 
and distinguished, by his acquirements in all the learning of his age 
and countrv, bv the liberality and benevolence of his mind, and bv 
bis unbounded patronage of genius and science however exhibited. 

I 3 
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A. H. 3oG. Under the three luindred and fifty sixth of the Hidjerah, xre find rg- 

corded the death of Washtnagueir, prince of Jurjaun; who was sue- 

KlK.iuiissiit- ceeded by his son Beisettouii, as will be aoain noticed in a future 
ul-aJtlibaur, , . , , , , . 

pa^e. About the same period, through the medi ation of Abul H iisseyn e 

Senijur, a treaty was concluded between Atneir Munsur, and Rokken* 

ud-doulah the Dej'leniite; by which the latter submitted to pay 

into the treasury of the Samaunian,an annual tribute of one hundred 

and fifty thousand dinaurs of gold.* 

Aftera generally successful reign offifteen years, the death of Ameir 

Mimsur is recorded to have taken place on the eleventh of Rudjub of 

the three hundred and sixty-fifth of the Hidjerah.f He bore while 

living the additional title of Ameir Miieyud, iheconjirmed^ which was 

transmuted after death in to AmeiriSWrfeir— the prince who resides in 

heaven, in the mansion of Gabriel. 

Koijh Ildand IxAussEai NouH the lid, son of Munsur, andseventh of the 

Vllth of the race of Shnian, ascended the throne of his father without opposition ; 
raceofSiman. and evinced no less discrimination than prudence, in bestowing the 
office of Vezzeir on Abiil Husseyue Utteba, equally distinguished by 
his virtues, and his coasuminate abilities. 

At a very early period of the reign of Ameir Nouh the second, AI- 
puttekein died in possession of Gheznin, and was succeeded by bis 
sIaveSebektekein,or Sebekteguiii,thcfather ofthe celebrated Mahmud. 
And in three hundred and sixty six, Kabouss the son of \Vashina- 
gueir became prince of Jurjaun, on the death ofhis brother Beisettouii. 

Abou tfive years afterwards, namely in the three hundred a iid seventy 
first of the Ilidjcrah,:}: AineirNouh finding it expedient to remove Abfil 
Ilusseyne the Senijurite from the government of Khorassaun, and to 
confer that province upon Abul Abbas Taush, sometimes entitled 
Hfissaum- ud-doulah, the degraded lieiitenantascribedhis supersession 
either to the calumnies, or ill offices, of Abul Hnsseyne the Yezzeir; 
and immediately entering intoa conspiracy with Faeik, who had been 
some time enrolled among the principal officers of Ameir Nouh, re- 
solved on the destruction of that able and faithful minister. This, 
through the treachery of some of the slaves whom they suborned to 
*(i8,750i. tM<.ruiU,A.I).U76. JA.D.881 
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tlie execution, of their design, they found it no great diiiiculty to ac» A. H. §71, 
complish. In the mean time Ameir Nouh, equally afflicted by the 
loss ofhis minister, and offended bv the daring insolence thus eser- 
cised against his authority, dispatched to Xeyshapur, requiring the 
immediate presence of Hussaum-ud-doulah, in order to assist him in 
avenging the injury. Hussaum-ud-doulah repaired without delay to 
Bokhara ; and all those of the murderers of the unfortunate \ ezzeir 
whom he could lay hands on, were speedily consigned to the awiul 
solitude of the grave. The Vizzaurut was then conferred on Abul 
Husseyne Mezzeny. 

7Vhile Hussaum-ud-doulab Tausli remained at Bokhara on tins oc- 
casion, Abul Husseyne the Semjurite had been dispatched at the in- 
stance of Ameir Xouh toby siege to the capital of Seiestaun: but he 
no sooner found that the province of Khorassaun was left througii the 
absence of its ruler, to provide for its own defence, than that refractory 
chieftain entered in to afresh conspiracy with Faeik ;and, inconjunction 
with him, proceeded immediately into Khorassaun, to oppose ibe return 
of Taush, The latter hastened however to meet his adversaries ; but 
an unaccountable accommodation taking place between the parties, it 
was finally arranged that the command of the troops, and the govern- 
ment of Xeyshapur stiould continue as formerly, with Abul Abbas 
Taush, Hussaum-ud-doulah indifferently so called ; while the city of 
Balkh was ceded to Faeik, and that of Herat to the Seiiijurite. 

Not long afterwards, the Yizzaurutbeing transferred by Ameir Xouh 
to Abdullah, or perhaps Abdulazziz, the new u inister, entertaining no 
great decree of complacency towards Hussaum-ud-doulah laush, 
scon prevailed upon his sovereign lo remove that distinguished com- 
mander from his employments; and to consign his post to Abul 
Husseyne the Semjurite, already governor ot Herat. On this 
llussaum-ud-doulah applied for assistance to Fakher-ud-doulah 
the Devlemite, on whom, by former services, he had laid some 
Very lasting obligations ; and having obtained the support he souglit 
for, immediately commenced hostilities against the Semjurite, But 
being resolutely opposed by that commander, in conjunctioa with his 
associate Faeik the governor of Balkh, AbulAbbasaiter repeated con- 
flicts was ultimately defeated, and compelled b withdraw for protec. 
i$oa to his fnend Fakher-ud-doulah ; with whom he r esidtu hence^ 
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A B. 37*2-<>. forward, in a state of inactivity, and repose from the cares of ambitioif, 

A. H. 980 - 9 . tliethreehundredandseventy ninth of the Hidjerah,apestilen- 

Kliol.mss!it- i-jg} disorder terminated his mortal existence, 
ul-aklilaur. Hussevne Mahoinmed, the son of Ibrauhim, the sonof Semjur, 

of whom so much as been recently spoken, dying about this period, 
the government of Neyshapiir, was confirmed, by Ameir Noub, to his 
son Abu Ally ; while that of Herat w'as bestowed upon i<aeik. 
But jealousies and animosities arising between these two rival 
chiefs, they soon proceeded to adjust their differences by the sword. 
The issue was favorable to Abu Ally ; and his antagonist retiring to 
Mer u-ur-rfid, there assembled a fresh army ; but instead of leading it 
to renew the contestwith his rival, liemarched, without theconcurrence 
ofhis sovereign , di rectly towards Bokhara. Alarmed at this suspicious 
movement, Ameir Kouh onliis part, sent tw'o ofhis generals Eymrunje 
and Bekhtozun to give him battle. The refractoryand seditiousFaeik 
was here again defeated ; and making the best of his way to Termed, 
the principal pass on the main branch of the Oxus, from thence opened 
a correspondence with Boghra Khaun, the monarch of Turkestaun ; 
whom he earnestly invited to undertake the conquest of Maur-un- 
neher. 

On the other hand, having rendered himself absolute in Khorassaun, 
Abu Ally the Seinjurite, forgetful of his allegiance, and of the gratuit- 
ous favors of his sovereign, entered upon measuresofsimilaiiiostility 
to the government ofhis benefactor. In prosecution of these hostile 
designs, letters w’ere by him also transmitted to the same Khaun of 
Turkestaun, already mentioned, in which he proposed, that if that 
monarch would approach Bokhara, from the eastward, he would him- 
self advance to attack it from the side of the Oxus ; further stipulating 
Iiow'ever, that when Ameir Nouh should be disposed of, the Khaun 
should be satisfied with thatpart of the dismembered territory eastward 
of the Oxus, w'hile the wholeof Khorassaun should be vested with full 
sovereignty in himself. 

This application appears to have determined Boghra Khaun at once 
to advance against Boklika; andEynauuje, who was employed tooppose 
him on the part of Ameir Nouh, having been defeated and taken pris- 
oner, that prince was constrained by the urgency of the danger to over- 
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look the recent rebellious attempt of F^eik, and to dispatch to Termed a. H. 3fin-p,5. 
to entreat his assistance. Such was the man whom he now selected 
to make head against the Khaun of the western Tartars; and that per- Kiioiaus^ut- 
fidious chief proceeded accordingly to Samarkand. On the approach 
of the Tartar monarch, he drew his troops out of that city for the 
purpose, as it might have been conceived, of giving battle ; but, before 
he could discharge an arrow in the faceof the enemy, he basely turned 
his back, and withdrew to Bokhka, Having taken possession of Sa- 
markand, Bogbra Khaun advanced without further obstacle, towards 
the metropolis of the race of Saman, which was abandoned on his ap- 
proach by Ameir Xouh. The false Faeik now xvent over to the Khaun, 
and being immediately admitted amongst the most distinguished 
members of his court, proceeded shortly afterwards under his authority 
to preside over the territory of Balkh. 

Thus expelled from his capital, Ameir Nouh, disguising his ex- 
terior, hastened across the Jeyhitn, and took post at a place called 
Amuishet, perhaps the town of Amol on that river. Here he was 
gradually joined by his troops, and found himself after some delay at 
the head of a considerable force. In the mean time, the Khaun of 
Turkestaun, being attacked by some malignant disorder, which he 
miaht have ascribed to the climate, suddenly adopted the re- 
solution of returning to his native country, and died on his march. 
Onintelligenceofthisunexpectedevent, Ameir Nouh proceeded with 
infinite delight to repossess himself of Bokhara, and was again restored 
to the throne of his ancestors. In the midst of the incertitude and 
despondence produced by this diversity offortune, Abu Ally the .Sem- 
jiirite at last conceived tlie design of dispatching an agint to entreat 
for his past o&nces, the forgiveness of an injured sovereign : when liis 
evil genius so ordered it that he should be joined by the rebel faeik, 
bis late competitor ; who had been compelled to fly before the troops 
of Ameir Nouh,and who now employed with Abu Ally such arguments 
as dissuaded him from his design, and prevailed upon him once more 
to display the standard of disloyalty. 

After some deliberation, Ameir Nouh determined in these circum- 
stances to dispatch to Gheznin, and demand th ■ aid of Sebektekein ; 
and the application experienced from that able and warlike chieudin. 
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A. H. S84. an attention most flattering to the hopes of the Samaunian. Sometime 
A. D- iJSi - j,i the three hundred and eighty fourth of the hidjerah, he set out from 
Kholaussut- Qhgjnin, at the head of a powerful army ; and having on his arrival at 
isLakbbaur. (jeQ^onstrated for AmeirNouh every possible degree of zeal 

and respect, proceeded in conjunction with him, immediately in quest 
of the rebel associates. The latter had by this timesecured the support 
of Faklier-ud-doulah the Deylemite; and advancing from Herat, aided 
bv the reinforcements received from tbatprince, appeared little disposed 
to avoid a battle. In the conflict which ensued, they were however 
totally defeated by AmeirNouh, and his powerful ally; and making the 
best of their way toKeyshapur, continued their flight, after remaining 
there a few days only, to J urjaun ; where they became content to enrol 
themselves in the train of FaLher-ud-doulah. Ameir Nouh evinced 
his gratitude for this important service, by bestowing upon Sebektekein 
the title of Nassev-ud-dein — defender of the faith, with every possible 
mark of favor and distinction ; while he conferred upon his son, the 
celebrated Mahmud, with the title ofSeyfud-doulah — sword ofthestate, 
the supreme command of his armies, and the government of Khorass- 
aun. Having reposed himself for some time at Herat, Sebektekein, 
returned to Gheznln, and Mahmud repaired to the seat of his govern- 
ment, at N eyshapur. 

Having however contrived to raise a fresh army in Jurjaun, Abu 
Ally and Fheik, who have by some authors been considered as child- 
ren ofthe same father, in the course of three hundred and eighty-five,* 
like an unforeseen calamity, appeared once more, under the walls of 
Keyshapur ; and pouring with irresistible fury into the camp of Seyf- 
ud-doulah Mahmud, compelled him to fly with considerable loss. 
But Ameir Sebektekein, with all the force he could assemble, soon 
afterwards entering Rhorassaun, to the assistance of his son, and 
FJieik and Abu Ally hastening from Neyshapur to oppose him, the 
two armies came to a decisive battle in the neighborhood ofTusse; in 
which victory declared for the standard of Sebektekein, with dreadful 
slauglrter to his adversaries. Abfl Ally and his associate sought a 
temporary asylum in the fortress of Kolaut ; from whence they were, 
in a very few days, however, compelled to withdraw, and betake 
themselves for a considerable period to a desultory and wandering life, 

*A.0.a»5. 



At last they separated, Faeik directing his course torrarcls the terri- A.H.384-d 
tories of Eylek,the successor of BoghraKhaun of Turkestaun. and Abu 
Ally proceeding to Juijauniah, to implore the protection of Mamun the 
son of Mahommed Farigliuny, prince of that country. But before he 
could effect his escape to the residence of the chieftain whose protection 
he sought, Abii Ally was seized at Hazaurasp, and detained a prisoner 
by Abu Abdullah, king of Khaurezm. This drew upon the Khaur- 
ezmian the vengeance of Maniun, by whom he was immediately 
attacked, taken prisoner, and put to death. Having liberated the 
fugitive, and otherwise treated him with great kindness and respect, 

Slkinfin next employed his mediation with Aineir Nouh to obtain 
a pardon for the offences of Abu Ally ; in which, as far as appearances 
could be trusted, he prevailed. Abu Ally was invited to repair to 
Bokhara, and being induced to accede to the invitation, was compelled 
on his arrival in that capital, to take up his abode in a prison ; and 
information of his being at last in safe custody, being conveyed to 
Ameir Sebektekein, at this period residing at Meru, a request was 
transmitted from that prince that the prisoner might be consigned 
over to his care. To this, if he were even so disposed, Ameir Nouh 
was not in circumstances to demur, and Abu Ally was accordingly 
removed to Merii ; and in the prisons of Sebektekein, from which he 
never escaped, made some atonementfor his disloyalty and ingratitude. 

More fortunate in his exertions, Faeik made good ins retreat to the- 
court of Eylek Ivhaun, whom, without much difficulty, he prevailed 
upon to resume the designs of his predecessor against the territory on 
the Jeyhun. AmeirNouh; on his part,asjain solicited the aid of Sebek- 
tekeiii ; who hastened without delay to Bokhara, to oppose the iuvaderr 
but Ameir Nouh declining to quit bis capital, to participate in the 
hazards of the field of battle, an incipient and unaccountable jealousy 
fastened on the mind of Sebektekein. In his measures to counteract 
the designs of the enemy he neglected to exert his accustomed ener- 
gies', and he finally concluded a dishonorable peace ; by ■which he ^ 
consented that the able Faeik should be fbnnally confirmed in the 
government of Samarkand,- and that all hostilities should here termin*- 
ate on either side, 
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Amelr Noiili does not appear to have lon,^ survived these events. 
His death took place in the month ofRudjubofthe three hundred and 
eighty seventh of the Hidjerah,* the two and twentieth year of his 
reign. He has subsequently borne the title of Anieir Ruzzy — the 
prince v^ ho is in paradise. 

Ablil Haeeth AIl'ksur theson ofNouh, eighth of the race of 
Saman,was seated on thethrone ofhis father by the unanimous concur- 
rence of the Nobles of Bokhka. But Eylek IChaun of T nrkestaun, 
bccoiuing apprized of the death of the late monarch, immediately 
marched for Samarkand, into which he was triumphantly received by 
his adherent Eaeik. The latter proceeded shortly afterwards by the 
Jvhaun’s instructions towards Bokhara; which Ameir iMuiisar, inca- 
pable of resistance, abandoned at his approach, retiring across the Jey- 
hun. Having taken possession of the metropolis, a belief was circu- 
lated by Fkik, that so far from entertaining any designs hostile to 
the person of Munsur, he had appeared in that quartorfor the purpose 
of supporting hisauthority to theutmost ofhis power, and of acquitting 
himself, with becoming zeal, of the obligations of good fai'Ji andloyalty. 
After some correspondence on the subject, Muasur was prevailed upon 
to return to Bokhara, where he permitted Facik to assume to himself 
the enbre controul of affairs ; Btktouzfm being invested by the latter 
with the government of Kliorassaun, and the command of the array. 

In the mean time Ameir Sehektekeiiij had breathed his last at G iiez- 
nin; and his son, Seyf-ud-doulah Alahmud, ultimately succeeding to 
his authority, dispatched his agent to Bokhara to demand from Ameir 
Slunsfirthe dignities, w'hich he claimed by inheritance from his father. 
As the post and honors to which he laid claim had been already dis- 
posed of, by the appointment of Bektouzun, the application was una- 
vailing, and the agent returned to his master -; who immediately 
advancing at the bead of his army to Neyskapur, soon afterwards 
attacked, and defeated the new chief, who had been imprudently selected 
to supersede him. On intelligence of this act of defiance to his author- 
ity, Ameir Munsur crossed the Jeyhiin from Bokhara, and came to 
i&erkhess; while Mabrafid, from an alleged repugnance to incur the 

• July, A. D. 897* t More generally written in English Sekkleggint 
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|«ilt of disloyaftrand ingratitude, evacuated Xeysliapur, and wit’idrew A. H. 80?, 
to Meru-ur-rud, not untrequentiy called Murghaub, from the river on 
which it is seated. When he had however been permitted to enjoy 
his fancied powers for about a year and seven months, AmeirMunsur, 
in the middle of Suffur, of the year three hundred and eighty-nine,* 
was suddenly divested of his precarious sovereignty, and deprived of 
sight, by the prime minister Faeik, and Bektouzun the general of his 
armies. 

AnDCLirF-LEK the son of^ouh, ninth of the race ofSaman. Imme- 
diately on th? dethron r.i '-nt of his brother, this prince was prevuiled 
upon at the instance of ? hrouzun, to undertake thearcluous 

responsibility or ro ..} .vit!. vr.ty. But as the recent violence of the 
two chiefs hud to S'.-yf-ud-doulah Mahmud a favorable op- 

poit'.iiiitv o: his ovn ambitious designs, under the mask 

cfavei ;;i g the .\.i’se of an injured sovereign, that prince no longer 
hesitated to towards Mcrii Shahjahaun, the ancient capital or Abbcimfiee 

the provinre of Khorassaun, at the head of a very fonnidable army. the Si.- 
Flis adversaries attached, as they affected to be, to the stirrup of A b- 
duliiiodek, proceeded to meet the son of Sebektekein, amusing him at 
the same time with overtures towards an accommodation of their dif- 
ferences. ilahmud appeared at fi st disposed to acquiesce in these 
pacific measures ; but offended at some indications of disrespect exhi- 
bited on their part, he determined to break off the negociation. and 
to commit his fortune to the decision of the sword. A dreadful battle 
ensued, which terminated in favor of Mahmud. Abdulmelek and 
Faeik fled immediately to Bokhara ; Bektouzun at first to Xeyshapur, 
but after remaining at that place for a few days, he proceeded to join- 
his untbrtunute associates. The guilt of accumulated treachery at 
last arrested the career of Faeik, since he appears to have died soon after 
bis return to- Bokhara about this period. 

Fylek Rhaun could not long continue an idle, or inactive spectator 
of the distractions which were rending to pieces the superb and splen- 
did inheritance ofthe race of Sfiman. Leaving his capital of Kasbghar, 
about the period underconsideration,Iie directed his march for Bokhara^ 

*Eej;inning cfFebrnarj, A.D.0£®, 

252 



A, 11. Siffl. publUliing however to the world that his expedition was undertakco 
A- P- 999. pQj. j.|,e express relief of Abdulmelek. And yet when, cii Tuesday the 
Kholaussut- of Zilkaudah, of the three hundred and eidrtv ninth of the Hid- 

va-j aur. entered the metropolis of the house of Saman, his first ob- 

ject appears to have been to secure the person of that unfortunate 
prince, who had absconded on his arrival; but who soon fell into the 
handsof the emissaries employed to discover his retreat. He was then 
convej'ed in bonds to the city ofOuzkund, where he was ultimately 
destined to terminate his existencein captivity. 

Subsequent to this, Abu Ibrauhim Issmauil the son ofNouh, entitled 
Mdntusser, having escaped from Bokliara, continued, for a period of 
nearly six years, to lead, with a handful of desperate adherents, a wan- 
dering and predatory life ; and to infest, as opportunity offered, the 
boundaries of the various potentates, whose authority had been estab- 
I'-iura son dismemberment of the dominions of his ancestors; 

of >".mh last of until ill the former Rebbeia, of the three hundred and ninety-fifth of 
th« Sanumides. Hidjerah,! he was put to death, on his way from Nissa towards 
Bokhara, by Mahruy, one of the agents of hlahraud of Ghezniii: 
thus fulfillins: the destinv of the race ofSuman, after it had continued 
in power for about one hundred and twelve solar, or one hundred and 
sixteen lunar years; if we calculate from the period at which Ameir 
Issmauil the son of Ahmed, became sole governor of Mawur-un-neher 
in the latter part of the two hundred and seventy ninth of the Hidjerah. 

The narrative will be next devoted to describe the events which 
produced and attended the elevation to sovereign power, of the se- 
veral branches of the race of Buyah ; from the country of their origin 
more frequently designated the Deyaulemah, or princes of Deylem. 

On the authority of many of the most respectable historians, it is 
stated that Abil Shuja Bfiyah, the founder of the family, was a man 
in moderate circumstances among the people of Deylem, a well known 
and almost inaccessible division of the- province of Tebrestaun, part 
of the ancient Hyrcania. He nevertheless boasted his descent from 
Behramgour,one of the most renowned of the ancient Persian monarchs. 
On this person heaven had bestowed three sons, each of whom des* 
* October 21st, A. D. 9S9. tOecember, A.D, 1004, 
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tined, “by a benevolent providence, to ascend to the most exalted muk A, H. Sfii. 
u.mong the powersof tlie earth. The names or these sons were Ally, H us- 
sun, and Ahmed. 

Abu Sliuja entertained for the mother of his children, an unbounded 
affection ; and on her death became a prey to the most violent grief. 

A native of the same country, and an intimate acquaintance, of the 
nameofSheheryaiir the son of Rustiim, on whose subsequent relation 
this part of the narrative is expressly founded, proceeded to visit, and 
expostulate with him, on this unmanly surrender of his faculties to 
the dominion of an unavailing sorrow ; and finally prevailed upon him 
to be an inmate in his family, unt.l the violence of his affliction should 
become in some degree abated. While he continued a guest at his 
friend's, on this occasion, a man who professed some skill in’astrology 
and the interpretation of dreams, chanced to call, in the way of his DeUpr.;itw, o? 
profession; and it occurred to Abu Shuja to describe to this wizzard, nioiofBajah. 
the circumstances of a curious dream which had happened to him a 
few nightsbefore. In this he had conceived that a prodigious fire issued 
from his navel,* casting its light through the surrounding regions, and 
increasing in splendor until it reached the skies: it then separated into 
three distinct sections, attracting the wonder and adoration of whole 
countries, and subject states. The astrologer observed, that it was in 
truth a verv sina'ular dream ; but that he could not deliver a word in 
explanation, until he gave him a horse and suit of apparel. Abu Shu] a 
protesting his inability to comply with such a demand, the astrologer 
abated in bis fee to ten dinaurs ; but this being also found to surpass the 
resources of Abu Sbija, he proceeded at last to state gratuitously, that 
his dream prognosticated the future dominion of his three sons, which 
should extend to the whole of the countries illuminated in the manner 
he had described: and that their renown should fill the earth. “ My 
children” said Buvah “ are those whom thou seest before thee; and forms'- 

%* t' 

“self, I am but an obscure and indigent individual; by what possible 
“force orcircumstanceis itthen to be imagined, that any children of mine 
shouldeverattain to the destiny, svith which thou hast thought proper 
“ to flatter me ? It appears to me that thou art disposed to make a jest 
* Luenteai exTirttro iQuem, 
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“ of me.” “Xot so by him that made us,” replied the astrologef'j 
“ acquaint me with the, period of thy children’s nativity, in order that I 
“may take a more deliberate view of their destiny.” Abu Shuja now 
communicated the necessary information ; and the astrologer, having bad 
recourse to the mysteries of his art, proceeded to take the hand of the 
eider boy Ally; and kissing it pronounced that the sovereign power 
would first descend to this voutb, the same that became afterwards 
entitled Emmaucl-ud-doulah. In a similar strain he took the hands 
of Hussun and Ahmed, the future Rokken, and Muezz-ud-doulah, 
declaring, that to them also was allotted a share in the splendid and 
auspicious destin yof their brother. 

After this, it is not very surprisingthatthe ambition of power should 
have been deeply implanted in the minds of the sous of Buyab. In 
the mean time, hlakan the son of Kauky becoming master of Tebres- 
taun, entertained both father and sons in his service. It was, however, 
not long before Esfaur the son of Sheiruyah, revolting against the au- 
thority of Makan, expelled him from his government and assumed it to- 
himself. When he Lad retained his power for the space of a twelve 
month, the son of Sheirfiyah was assassinated by one of the Keramnitah 
or Bowautinists, and succeeded by Murdawunje the son of Zebaur, 
the brother of WAsbmagueir. But the extruded Makan returning to 
recover his dominions, Murdawunje was, in his turn, expelled, and 
driven into Rhorassaun. Ally the son of Buyah, and his brothers^ 
who appear to have shared the fortune's of their master, were now dis- 
patched by Makan towards Karje ; while he proceeded himself to the 
attack of Isfahaun, At or near that place, he defeated Mfiz utfer theson 
of Yakfit, the governor on the part of the Khalif Muktudder. The 
vanquished chief proceeded to Sheirauz to demand the assistance of 
his father, who hastened, without delay,- at the head of the troops of 
^arss to repel theinvaders. Here the name ofMurdawunje is abruptly 
and inexplicably introduced in the original, instead of that of his- 
competitor Makan, as the chief who. had been before victorious at. 
Isfahaun, and as being now a second time triumphant over the gover- 
nor of Farss, who was compelled to withdraw from the contest ; but 
passing in his retreat through Luristaun, with about two thousand’, 
horse, he unfortunately fell in with the sons of Buyah, whom, in 



vtlie desire of revena'Cj'he rentured to attach. His 'hopes vi'ere frus- 
trated, and he was driven for the last time from the field of battle. 
Emmaud-ud-donlah Ally, the elderof theDeylemites, accompanied by 
'his brothers, now hastened in triumph to take possession ofShirauz, 
which they appear to have entered without opposition. A short time 
afterwards, Slurdawunje being assassinated in a bath, by his guards, or 
disciplined slaves, the government of both f arss and Irak x^jem became 
permanently invested in Emraaud-ud-doulah. 

E-nMAUD-L'D-DorLAH Abiil Hussun Allv, first monarch of the 
Baides, or race of Buyah. 

In thelarter part of the threehundred and twenty first of the Hidjerah, 
at Sliirauz, thus destined to he the metropolis of his family, Ally the 
son of Buyah, with the unanimous concurrence of the Deylemire 
Amcirs, proceeded to seat himself on the throne of royalty. The title 
of Emmaiid-ud-doulah he did not receive until the three hundred and 
thirty-fourth of the ilidjerah, when it was conferred upon him, at the 
same time with those of Rokken-ud-doulah, and Miiezz-ud-doulah, 
on his brothers Hussun and Ahmed respectively, by the Khalif M js- 
tekfy. By those titles we shall, however, as they generally appear in 
historv, henceforward continue to distinguish the brothers. Soon after 
he had assumed the sovereign authority, Rokken-ud-doulah Hussun 
was dispatched, by his brother, to take possession of Isfahaun and Per- 
sian Irak: while the third brother Muezz-ud-doulah was employed to 
secure the province of Kermaun. 

On taking possession of Shirauz, after the defeat ofYakut, Emmaud- 
ud-doulah is described to have established his abode in the habitation 
of the fugitive; and as the treasury’ ofYakut had been found quite 
empty, the soldiery were becoming extremely clamorous for their 
arrears. He was deliberating with considerable anxiety of mind, on 
the means by which he should contrive to extricate himself from this 
dilemma, when casting his eyes upwards, he observed from a hole in 
the ceiling of the apartment, a hideous serpent, alternately putting out 
and drawing back its head. In some degree of dismay, he immedi- 
ately directed the ceiling to be broke up, in order to destroy this dan- 
gerous and detestable reptile. While they were employed in carrying 
these orders into execution, the workmen discoverea, to iris iniiiiite sur- 
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prise and gratification, in a particular part of the roof, a deposit ia 
treasure and jewels, to an incalculable amount ; the former of which he 
very cheerfully distributed to his soldiers. Not long afterwards, send- 
ing for a taylor to cutout some wearing apparel, he happened to 
desire his attendants to bring him a cubit staff ; and the taylor, wlm 
was deaf, misconceiving, (or hearing imperfectly what had been said) 
that the prince had ordered his cane, for the purpose of extorting 
from -him some confession with respect to the property of Yakut, in- 
continently cried out, that the cudgel was by no means necessary ; for, 
God was witness, there were not in his possession, of the effects of 
the late governor, more than seventeen chests. Smiling at the unlooked 
for and agreeable discovery, which had no less excited the astonish* 
ment of his attendants, Emmaud-ud-doulah did not neglect to avail 
himself, of course, of this additional instance of good fortune. 

In thus bestowing her favors upon Emmaud-ud-doulah, fortune ap- 
pears indeed, to have been more than usually equitable, since he has 
left to posterity the character of a benevolent, just, and prudent prince. 
He finally quitted the scene ofearthly grandeur, in thethree hundred and 
thirty-eighth of the Hidjerah,* after aprosperous reign of sixteen years 
and six months i having, in the course of the disorder, which carried 
him to his grave, nominated his nephew Ezzed-ud-doulah, the son of 
Rokken-ud-doulah, to succeed him., 

Before he enters upon the reign of Ezzed-ud-doulah, the author ne- 
cessarily proceeds to devote a few passages to trace the destiny of the: 
surviving brothers, Hussun, and AhmecL. 

Muezz-u»-doulah Ahmed, having, in concurrence with his 
brother’s instructions formerly adverted to, marched from Shirauz in: 
the three hundred and twenty second oftheHidjerah, in order to. take' 
possession of Kermaun, was first employed in making himself master 
of Serjaun; here atleast supposed to be distinct from the capital, of 
the same name with the province at large. On the reduction, of that 
place, he proceeded further towards Kermaimwhichhe also subjugated,, 
after defeating Mahommed theson of Eleyas,. the governor, of the pro- 
vince, in a variety of conflicts. Having disposed of his conquests in 
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that province in a manner to ensure his permanent possession, Muezz- A. H, 334. 
ud-doulali next directed his views towards the territory of-Ahuauz : 
all of which, in the course of time, he succeeded in uniting to his 
otber acquisitions. It was subsequent to this fined extension of his 
power, that he led his troops to Baa-luliid; which roetropoiis lie entered 
on the eleventh day of the former Jummaudy, of the three hundred 
and thirty-fourth ofthe llidjerah, plecli,ina his alleaknCe to the Khalif 
Mustekfy, and receiving from that monarch for himself, as formerly 
related, together with the dignity of Ameir-ul-iimra, the title ofMuezz- 
ud-doulah ; and tor his brothers. Ally and Uussiin. those of Emmaud, 
and Rokken-ud-doulah, each of them signith ing- respectively, prop, 
or pillar of the state. 

Aiter'sustaiaing the autlioritv of -Vmeir-ul-umra at Baghdad for a 
period of one and twenty years, Muezz-iid-doulah died in the throe 
hundred and fifty sixth of the Kiojorah. and was succeeded, as we have 
already noticed, in treating of the affairs of the Khelaufut, by his son 
Ezz-iid-doulah Buklitiaur. 

Rokken-ud-douiah Abu Ally HrssuK the son of Buyah, on infor- 
mation of the death of , his elder brother Emmaud-ud-doulah, in the 
three hundred and thirty-eighth of the Hidjerah ; hastened immediately 
to Shirauz ; and having resided there for about nine months, possibly 
to confirm the authority of bis son Ezzed-ud-doulah appointed to sue- RolteD-nd-doa- 
ceed tothepossessioiisoftliedeoeased monarch, returned to Rev; tliecitv 
whichhe appears to have fixed upon tor theseat of hisown government. 

Hence he became engaged in multiplied hostilities, intermitted bv 
occasional accommodation, with the princes and generals of the race 
of Skraan, as will already have occurred to the reader in a preceding 
page. 

Hearing, towards the close of his life and reign, that his son, who had 
succeeded to the throne of Shirauz, had led his troops against Bagh- 
did to the attack of his kinsman Ezz-ud-doulah Buklitiaur, and taken 
him prisoner, Rokken-ud-doulah received the intelligence with man- 
ifest displeasure : and, with a mind deeply aggravated, proceeded 
straight to Isfahaun. • Under such circumstances, Ezzed-ud-doulah 
repaired to the presence of his father, whose resentment he employed 
every species of apology to disarm; and the malady which had already 
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A. t|. 300, seized upQn|lokkeH':ud-.dauIalibeginBiDg at tins crisis ta exbibit some 
symptoms of more tliaa ordinary clanger, that prince proceeded to make, 
Kholdussut- between his three sons, an equitable division of the territories acquired 
«l-aklibaur. valour and abilities of the family. To Ezzed-ud-doulah 

heconfirmed the entire province of Parss, with Kermaun and Ahuaiiz^ 
and the country dependant on Baghdad. The government of Ham- 
adaun, the region of Jebaul, with Key and Tehrestaun, he bestowed 
upon Fakher-ud-doulah; while the territory of Isfahaun was allotted 
to a third son, Mueyed-ucUdoulali : the two latter princes were, at the 
same time, enjoined in no case to deviate from the authority of Ez- 
zed-ud-doulah. A short time after he had had acquitted himself of 
these arrangements, Rokken-ud-doulah, in Mohurrim of the three hun- 
dred and sixty sixth of the Hidjerah,* hastened to the more permanent 
abodes of a better world ; after having exercised the powers of royalty 
for a period of forty years, of which, sixteen and a half during the life, 
and tw'enty-seven years and a half subsequent to the death of his 
elder brother Emmaucl-ud-dqulah . He is described to have been pos- 
sessed of inany benevolent qualities, and to have distinguished himself 
by consiclerable exertions in favor of the Seyuds, of the race of the 
prophet, in particular, and in general of men of learning and merit of 
every class and description. 

Ezzed-ud-doul.\h Abu Shuja^Finna Khpssrou, the son ofRok- 
ken-iid-doulah. 

The narrative must now again revert to the three hundred and thirty 
Ezzedtii! Hidjerab, W’hen, in conformity with the nomination of 

jpovLAii, his uncle, Ezzed-ud-doulah ascended at Shirau? the throne of royalty, 
and diffused to. the world every grateful presage of a just and benefi- 
cent reign. 

The memory of this prince has, indeed, heeiv transmitted, to.pos-terity, 
with every attribute that, can compnand the admiration, or. secure the 
attachraen,t of mankind. been celebrated as the very flower 

not only of the. inpqarchs of tlie race of Buyah, but of all the contem- 
porary potentates, of the w.orld- ; as.forming- tlie-copious subject of the 
poet’s praise, and ofthehistoriap’s approbation ; as will be found, par- 
icularly recorded^ in. the. Kettanb-e-taujy, a work, dedicated- to his 
patrpnagqby l^daj,.,or pexhgps Sebai , on the.trcmsafitions- of this .dinaety; 
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'Iti tlie bourse of his reign he was twice engaged in hostilities against a. H. Sdi, 
the territories of the Khelaufut ; and the last time, having defeated 
his kinsman Ezz-ud-douiah Bukhtiaur. in a great battle in the neigh- Kbolaussut- 

^ uI-akhbauTi 

borhood of Tekfeif, that prince became his prisoner, and was put to 
death by his orders in the three hundred and sixty-seventh of the Hid- 
jerah, at the age of six and thirty ; and after having retained the govern- 
ment of Baghdad and Arabian Irak, for something more than fifteen 

rears. 

«/ 

Having continued for some time at Mossule, in order to complete 
the reduction of the towms and castles in the adjoining territory, 
Ezzed-ud-doulah returned to Baghdad in the course of three hundred 
^md sixty eight ; where he devoted a great part of his attention to res- 
tore to theirformer splendor the ruined edifices ofthat shattered metro- 
polis. He allotted to tlierainist-rs of religion, the Iinaums and Mu- 
ezzins, with their respestive places of worship, a regular and competent 
subsistance ; he employed his care to remove the distresses, and provide 
for the necessities of the indigent, the helpless, and infirm: he abolished 
the vexatious contributions levied upon the pilgrims to Mekkah ; and 
he encouraged and rewarded, by his patronage and bounty, the labours 
of the divine, the traditionist, the poet, the physician, and the learned 
in every branch of science. In short, he promoted, with a liberality 
which had no bounds, the objects of benevolence, humanity, and litera- 
ture, in etery shape and form. Among other memorials which he 
consigned to posterity, of his taste for magnificence and useful im- 
provements, our attention is particularly directed to the fabric which 
he caused to be constructed over the sepulchre of Ally at Nudjef ; and 
to the dike or embankment which was erected at his expence to con- 
fine the waters of the Kurr, or Cyrus, between Armenia and Geoi^ia ; 
a work, of which, according to our author, the whole world can scarcely 
furnish a parallel. 

In the three hundred and seventy-second of the Hidjerah, this be- 
nevolent and able prince, was attacked by an epilepsy, which hurried 
him to his grave either in the Utter part of the month of Ramzaun,* or 
beginning of Shavaul, at the age of forty-seven, and after a splendid 
reign offourandthirtvyears. In conformity with his dying instructiosj^ 

Ae w'as buried at Nudjef. 
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Mueyid-ud-douiah Abu ’Munsur, theson of Rokken-ud-doulah. 

It was formerly observed that by the tenor of their father’s will, thO 
two younger brothers were particularly enjoined in all cases to respect 
the authority of the elder. Accordingly on the death of Rokken-ud- 
doulah, a dispatch was conveyed by Mueyed, to Ezzed-ud-doulah, 
announcing that with his permission he should then proceed to take 
possession of the country allotted to him by their father : and as this 
proposal was in all respects consonant to the liberal and benevolent 
views of Ez zed-ud-doulah, be not only complied with it, but appears 
to have made considerable exertions, if not sacrifices, in order to aug- 
ment- the splendor ofhis brother’s lot. The conduct observed by Fak- 
her-ud-doulah the other brother, evinced, however, a very dilFerent 
spirit. Without consulting the paramount authority of Ezzed-ud- 
doulah, who, if the comparative statements ofhis age and reign above 
recited, be in any degree correct, could nevortiiokss have scarcely 
exceeded his fourteenth year, he proceeded without ceremony to invest 
himselfwith the sovereign dignity. This step drew upon Fakher-ud- 
doulah the immediate displeasure ofEzzedud doulah,by whomthethird 
brother, Mueyed-ud-doulah, was employed to commence hostilities 
against him. Fakher ud-doulah conceiving himself over matched, 
withdrew from his province, and claimed the protection of Kabijs the 
son of Waushmagueir, prince of J urjaun ; who received him with.kind- 
ness and distinction, and who steadily rejected every application, on 
the part of the brothers, to deliver up his guest. 

In order to enforce the application, Mueycd-ud-doulab, in the be- 
ginning of three hundred and seventy one, proceeded with his army 
towards Jurjaun; where he fought, and defeated the prince of that 
territory, and compelled both him and Fakher-ud-doulah to fly for 
refuge info Khorassaun. In that province, from Hussaum-ud-doulali 
Taush, the lieutenant of Ameir N.ouhtheSamaunian, whose aid they 
besought, they experienced a very distinguished and hospitable recep- 
tion ; and they were soon afterwards accompanied by him, at the head 
of a powerful force, aud under the sanction of his master’s authority* 
to expel their aggressor from Jflrjaun. Mueyed-ud-doulali shut him- 
self up at first within the ramparts of that place ; but during the month 
Qikamzami, of the same year, in a formidable sortie, umler cover of 
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the night, he completely surprised the camp of his besiegers; who^ere A. H. 373. 
compelled, with disgrace and loss, to return again into Khomssaun. P- 

After this signal victory, Mueved-ud-doukh continued, in the full 
enjoyment of success, to exercise his power, until the three hundred 
and seventy-third of the Hidjerah, when he died, possibly at Rev, 
after a government, should we calculate from the death of his father' 
of five and thirty years. 

f AKHER-UD-DouLAH Abul Hussun Allv, the son of Rokken-ud- 
doulah. 

At the period of his brother’s death, Fakher-ud-doukh was still re- 
siding at Xeyshapur, under the protection of the government of Khor- 
assaun ; but on intelligence of that event, and on the express invitation 
ofthenobles of the country, he proceeded, without hesitation, into Irak 
Ajem. For, on the decease of their late lord, the courtiers, or principal 
followersof Mueyed-ud-doukh, having debated as to the person whom 
thev should select from the race of Buvah, to succeed to the sovereign 
authority, it was determined, on the recommendation of Issmauil the „ 
son of Ebbaud, that Fakher-ud-doukh, as the eldest surviving prince jjoclak. 
of the family, should be immediately' summoned from Khorassaun, 
and invested with the authority of his predecessors. The invitation was 
accordingly conveyed to Xeyshapur, from whence Fakher-ud-doukh 
hastened without delay, to avail himself of this favorable concurrence ; 
andbeingseatedwithoutoppositioaonthethroneofRokken-ud-doulah! 
conferred the dignity of Vezzeir, with very extensive powers, on the 
above mentioned Issmauil, who had so essentially promoted his recal 
and restoration. 

In the three hundred and seventy-seventh of the Hidjerah, the same 
Yezzeir, who isdescribed asa man of unrivalled talentsand ability, was 
employed by Fakher-ud-doukh, in the reduction ofT ebresta un ; w Inch , 
by the capture of several of its numerous strong holds, he brought, to 
all suitable purposes, under the authorityofhis master. 

Having further conceived the design of extending his power over 
Ba jiidad and the western Irak, Fakher-ud-doukh, in the course of 
three hundred and seventy-nine, proceeded at the head of his troops 
towards that quarter, while his kinsman Balk-ud-doukh advanced to 
oppose him, In the territory of Ahuauz while both armies lay en- 
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Gamped In the presence of each other, the position ofFakher-ud-douiah" 
was suddenly inundated by a flood in the river of that name ; and the 
circumstance being ascribed by the soldiers to some treachery, or con- 
trivance on the part of the enemy, they shamefully betrayed the glory 
of their sovereign, and fled from a danger which had no existence but 
in their own terrified imaginations. Fakher-ud-doulah, returned with 
precipitation to his capital of Rev, or Rki ; from whence, at some sub- 
sequent period, he appears to have transferred his residence to Ham- 
adaun. 

In the three hundred and eighty fifth of the Hidjerah, he was sum- 
moned to attend the last admonitions of his prudent and skilful vez z eir, 
Issmauil Sahib-Ebbaud, as he is occasionally entitled ; who proceeded 
to state to his sovereign, that during the period of his administration, 
his utmost exertions had been directed to promote the welfare and 
happiness of all classes of his people ; and that the success of those 
exertions was to be seen in the prosperity and abundance, which per- 
vaded every part of his dominions. His dying request therefore was, 
that the system thus successfully traced for his sovereign, might not 
be abandoned ; so that the advantages, the blessings derived from the 
approved arrangementsof a faithful minister, might continue to be felt 
in the future happiness of hismaster’s reign, without being in any shape 
ascribed to the merit of him wto was no more. Otherwise should the 
jirince unfortunately neglect these prudent and disinterested counsels, 
and be governed by maxims of an opposite tendency, the source of so 
many beneficent results would be sought for in his grave ; and he could 
not but predict the most disastrous consequences to the state. Fakh- 
er-ud-doulah very readily promised to abide by the precepts ot his 
faithful adffionitor ; but be had scarcely breathed his last, before he 
ungratefully seized upon all his treasures ; exposed his children and 
dependents to every species of injury ; and in every measure of his go- 
vernment, betrayed the principles and disposition of an unjust and 
•arbitrary tyrant. 

Such,atthesametime,w:asthevenerationexhibitedbytbenobleDeyIe- 
nntes, towards the virtuesand talents ofthisUl'Ustrious minister, that they 

kissed the ground before the car which conveyed his body to the prin- 
iKpalmoaque.;. and. having, there, for the present, auspenjded his coffin 
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■#o'm the roof, they at a subsequent period removed it to Isfuliaua, A. H. jw?. 
where his remains were ultimately committed to the earth. Of the 
Same Issmauil Sahib Ebbaud, it is further recorded, that in talents and 
science, genius and intelligence, he was the Phoenix of theasre in which 
he lived, in as much as in the clearness of his views and the compre- 
hensiveness of his mind, he was the perpetual theme and reference of 
old and young in every condition of lire. Of his passion for literature, 
we have a conspicuous proof in the assertion, that in some of his expe- 
ditions, a train offour hundred camels was required for the conveyance 
of his library ; and he had finally conducted tlm affairs of therizzauvat* 
with splendid ability for a period of eighteen years. 

While he resided in the fortress of Tabarek or Teberek, in the three 
hundred and eighty-seventh of the Hidjerah, having gorged himself 
to excess, on kabaub, or forced-meat of beef and grapes, Fakher-ud- 
doulah was attacked by a violent bowel complaint, which shortly af- 
terwards carried him to his grave, after a reign of about fourteen years. 

The property which he left behind him is stated to have been prodi- 
gious ; and as a criterion whereon to form some estimate of his other 
effects, we are furthe r instructed, that the articles of his wardrobe, in 
apparel ready for wear alone, extended to three thousand camel-loads, 
he was, as will be presently related, succeeded by his son Slajid-ud- 
doulah. In the mean time, our attention must necessarily be with- 
drawn, to trace the proceedings of the collateral branches of the race 
of Bliyah. 

SHURF-rD-DOUtiH Abul Fow auress (father of chivalry) Sheir Zeid, 
the son of Ezzed-ud-doulah. 

At the period of his fatber’sdeath, in the three hundred and seventy 
secondof theHidjerah, this prince was governor of Kemiaun; but hast- 
ening to Shirauz on intelligence of that event, he employed some 
time and assiduity in rendering his authority secure in the metropolis S'iCRr-cij* 
of his family. That object attained, and all the means provided tliat boclah. 
were necessary to substantiate his power, he led his troops towards 
Aliuauz, from whence he succeeded in expelling his brother Ahmed. 

In the month of Rudjiib of the year three hundred and seventy four, he 
had completed the reduction of the city and territory of Bassorah i 
And, in the early part of three hundred and seventy-six, he proceeded 
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against Baghdad. From that metropolis, confiding to the force of fra- 
ternal affection, his brother Sumsaum-ud-doulah, the Ameir-ul-umra 
of the Khelaufut, hastened to put himself in his power ; and being im- 
mediately made a prisoner, was conveyed to lament his credulity in a 
Persian fortress. Shurf-ud-doulah then obtruded himself into the ex- 
ercise of his brother’s power; which he continued to enjoy to the period 
of his death in the three hundred and seventy-ninth of the liidjerali. 

SuMSAUM-UD-DouLAH Abfi Kaliiijar Merzebaun,the sonofEzzed- 
iid-doulah. 

This prince, of whom we have already spoken, had exercised the 
authority of Ameir-ul-umra at Baghdad for a period of four years sub- 
sequent to the death of his father, when his person wasseized by Shurf- 
ud-doulah, in the manner to which we have just adverted. But oa 
intelligence that his brother was withdrawn from the cares and troubles 
of life, he was immediately set at large from captivity, through the in- 
terference of a body of Turkish soldiers. A numerous army soon 
flocked to his standard ; and the alarm spreading to Baghdad, the third 
brother, Baha-ud-doulah, advanced from that metropolis to counteract 
his further designs. After some indecisive conflicts, an accommo- 
dation was at last brought about between the two chiefs ; by which 
fr was arranged that Farss and Erjaun, should be subject to the author- 
ity of Sumsaum-ud-doulah, while the remainder of Khozistaun, with 
ArabianlrakshouldcontiniieunderthegovermnentofBahh-ud-doulah. 

Six of the sons of Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur, who were confined in 
one of the fortresses in the Persian territory, being set at liberty by 
their guards, in the course of the three hundred and eighty-third of the 
Hidjerah, immediately commenced a formidable insurrection in Farss t 
wHch Abfi Ally the son ofUstaud Hormflz was employed, by Sum- 
saum-ud-doulah to suppress. Each of thesesix personages fell into the 
hands of Ahfi Ally, by whom they were conducted to the presence 
of his sovereign ; who condemned two of them to die, while the remain- 
ing four were again consigned to a prison. In the mean time, the 
articles of the treaty with Baha-ud-doulab having in some instance or 
.other been violated, the same Abfl Ally was now dispatched by Sum- 
saum-ud-doulah towards Baghdad ; a competent force being employed 
to oppose that general on the part of Bah^-ud-doulah. In the tedious 
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tfarfare wlilch ensued, fortune appeared, in msst instanees, disposed A. H. iHJ. 
to favor the standard of Abu Ally : but, at the moment when the affairs 
of Balih-ud'doulah had been driven to the very brink of destruction, 
intelligence arrived that his rival brother had been put to death. For 
the troops in Parss, dissatisfied that their pay should have been with- 
held from them, for a longer period than usual, once more undertook 
to set at large the sons ofEzz-ud-doulahBukhtiaur; with whom they 
openly revolted against, and proceeded immediately to attack the per- 
son of Sumsaum-ud-doulah, At a village called Dudmaun, about two 
leagues, or farsangs, from Shirauz, they made him their prisoner; and 
he was then put to death by order of Abu Nasser, the son of Ezz-ud- 
doulah, after a reign of nine years and eight months ; which would fix 
this event to the month of Zilliucije, of the year three hundred and 
eighty -seven,* 

BAHA-i'D-DorLAH Abu Xasser Ivhossrou Fevrouz, the son of 

* * 

Ezzed-ud-doulah. 

Under the Khelaufut of Ul Taeia we have already seen, that the 
person who now claims our attention, succeeded to the dignity of 
Ameir-ul-nmra, on the death of his brother Shurf-ud-doulah, in the 
three hundred and seventy-ninth of theHidjerah; and on the present 
occasion, alloldigations to Sumsaum-ud-doulah being finally dissolved 
by the fate of that prince, Abu Ally the son ofUstaud Hormuz, with baha-ud-dou* 
others of the native chiefs and soldiers of Deylem who served under Lis lah. 
authority, went over without hesitation, and enrolled themselves in 
the service of the surviving brother, Bahfi-ud-doulah. On this im- 
portant acquisition of force, the latter drew his army to Aliuauz ; and 
having established his authority in that province, next dispatched Abfi 
Ally intoFarss, to quell the insurrection ofthe sons of Bukhtiaur, With 
his ordinary success, the son ofUstaud Hormuz triumphed over the 
troops ofthe insurgents, compelling AbuN'asser, their leader, to fly the 
province : and intelligence of his victory being conveyed toBalia-ud- 
doulah, that prince proceeded intoFarss without furtherdelay, and, in 
retaliation for what had been recently experienced in tlie fate of his 
brother, inflicted the punishment of death upon ail the sons of Ezz-ud-^ 

♦'December, A. D. 097. 
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A. D. 403. 6oulah who fell into his hands. Mouffek the son of Issmauil was disf^ 
A. H. 1012. patched in the mean time, in pursuit of Abu Nasser, the survivor of 
Kholdussut- tiiat unfortunate branch of the family, who had fled to Jireft on the 
sl-athbaur. confines of Kermaun. On the approach of his pursuers, this 

hopeless wanderer sought to continue his flight.; but one of his own 
followers, wearied out by thisirksomestateofperpetual alarm, suspense, 
arid hostility, with a single stroke of his scimitar, brought him lifeless to 
the earth, and taking off his head, conveyed it immediately to Mouffek* 
The latter having ranged the province at will, returned to the presenea 
of his sovereign, and was bountifully rewarded for his services. 

These events appear to have given stability to the good fortune of 
Bah4-ud-doulah ; who continued henceforward to exercise thesupreme 
power to the full fruition of his wishes, until, at Oujaun, in the latter 
Jlummaudy of the four hundred and third of the Hidjerah, he was car- 
ried off by an epilepsy, in the forty third year of his age, and the 2oth 
of hisireign. In conformity to the inj unctions of his will, he was buried 
at Nudjef, near the tomb of his father. 

Majid or Mejid-ud-dodlah Abu Tauleb Rustum, the son of 
Fakher-ud-doulah. 

When, on the demise of his father, in the three hundred and eighty 
seventh of the Hidjerah, and in express concurrence with the sentiments 
of the military chiefs of his nation, he ascended the throne of his an- 
cestors, this prince was yet a minor ; and his mother Seydah, a woman 
of singular probity and ability, undertook the charge of government 
Majid-ud- hisbehalf. The ungrateful stripling had, however, no sobnerattained 
soDLAH. to the age of puberty than he set himselfto oppose the prudent measures 
of this discreet and valuable parent ; and, in defiance of her counsels, 
committed the office ofVezzeir to the dubious fidelity, perhaps, of Abfi 
Ally. The respectable dowager equally resenting the. neglect and in- 
gratitude of her son, privately withdrew to the fortress of Tabarek,* the 
seen of her husband’s dissolution ; but shortly afterwards embraced an 
opportunity of escaping thence at midnight towards Loristaun. The 
governor of the latter province, Rudder the son of Husuuyah, has- 
tened togive her themost honourable reception ; and in due time recoa- 
' *Soiiiemlleatotlieuortli«ar{ivf'Rey, 



octe'! her at the head of a considerahla force towards Rev, ?ave battle A. H, 403-2R 
to Mniid-ud-doulah who opposed him at the j.e.id of his troo[*', aad A.D lQr2- 20. 
htvina’d'-f-atrd and taken him prisoner, together with his obnoxious 

^ ^ , ,, Ul-UikiiOiilir. 

Vezz-'ir.ii.iaUy seated the princess ^eyda'n in paramount possession ot 
the. rhron.i ofirak Ajem. Thesonof Husnuyahtheii withdrew to his 
province, am-dy compensated by the marks of her bounty which she 
iiberaliy bestowed u!'.on him for his important services. 

The attention of this singular queen was now directed, by an im- 
partial administration of justice, to diffuse prosperity and happin ss 
throughout her country. She held stated and regular communications 
with her ministers, and gave replies to theembassadorsof forei3:n princes, 
untutored, and unassisted by any one ; with no other difference than 
in the hangingsof the apartment, which, to preserve the decorum of her 
sex, she on such occasions interposed to screen her person from the 
view of the public. M’hen she had, however, thus continued for some 
time to devote herself to the welfare and happiness of her people, she 
at last gave way to the impulse of maternal affection, and determined 
to overlook the past misconduct of her son. Majid-ud-doulah was ia 
consequence permitted to re-aseendthe throne of his father: and as long 
as the princess Seydah survived to influence his conduct, the country 
continued to exhibit all the marks ofa just and benevolent government, 
which had distinguished herown auspicious administration. But when 
she died, prosperity and order appear to have descended with her to 
her grave. 

In the early part of the four hundred and twentieth of the Hidjerah, 
and in the confusion which succeeded to the death of the above ex- 
cellent princess, Sultan Mahmfld of Gheznin disclosed his design of 
subjugating Irak Ajem ; and having entered Mazanderaun, he, from 
thence, detacheda partof his army to take poss?ssion of Rev, directing 
his general to use every exei’tion to get the person of Majid-uJ-doulah 
into his pow'er alive ; in which he appears to have experienced but 
little difficulty. When he found that the troops of Mahmud had ac- 
tually entered his territories, iMajid-ud-doukh, with what, in the 
derangement of terror, he might conceive a stretch of singular saga- 
city, immediately proceeded to join them, and thus became a voluntary 
captive in the hands of his enemies. Sultan Mahmu.l, on this accept- 
able piece of inteliigeuce, hastened in person, without delay, to Rey ; 
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and having summoned the credulous and miserahle captive to his pre- 
sence, is said to have held with him a conversation in the following 
strain. He first demanded if he had ever perused the Shahnamah : 
an ancient chronicle, or history of sovereign princes, so called, for it is 
not probable that the celebrated heroic poem of that name, the work of 
Ferdussy was yet circulated; and having been replied to in the af- 
firmative, the Sultan further demanded if he had ever played at chess: 
and being still answered in the atfirmative, he proceeded to ask if, in 
the history to which he had referred him, there was a single example 
recorded of two monarchs reigning in the same dominions ; or whether 
on his chess-board it had ever occurred to him to see the two kings 
planted on the same square? “Not that I am aware ofiii any instance,” 
replied Majid-ud-doiilah. “Then” said Mahmud, “ what insanity 
“ could have impelled thee, without an effort, to unite thyself to my 
troops, and thus tamely abandon thy person, and liberty, to the dis- 
cretionofa stranger”? After which, causing the unfortunate prince, 
his son, and principal adherents, to be laid in bonds, he sent him in 
that state to Gheznin, from whence he never returned. The authority 
of Majid* ud-doulah is stated to have subsisted under various circum- 
stances for about thirty years : but as he was for the most part inor- 
dinately devoted to hissensual pleasures, hismeraory cannot beentitled 
to any extraordinaiy degree of esteem. 

ScLTAUX-uD-nocLAH Abu Shfija the son of Baha-ud-doulah, on 
the death of his father at Oujaun, or Erjaun, it is not exactly discri- 
minated which, in thefourhundredand third oi'theHidjerah, succeeded 
with the unanimous concurrence oftlie nobles and pnncipal individuals 
of the province, to the vacaiitthrone of bis predecessors; and proceed- 
ing immediately to Shirauz, dispatched jullaul-ud-doulah,oneof his 
brothers, to take charge of the government of Bassorah, while Abfil 
Fowauress, another, was employed to secure Kennaun. The latter, 
however, no sooner reached his province, than he threw off the author- 
ity of Sultauii-ud-doulah, against whom he commenced immediate 
hostilities ; which, under considerable vicissitude of fortune, he con- 
tinued for a long time to maintain, until in the year four hundred and 
nine, their differences terminated in some species of accommodation 5 
hy which, at all events, the province of Kermaun was left as lormerly’ 
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to Abfil Fowauress, with the condition that he should entertain no A. H. 411.18! 
further designs of hostility against his brother. A. D. 1020-2 5. 

In the four hundred andelerenth of the Hidjerah, Mushurruf-ud- Khoiaussut- 
doulah revolted against the authority of his brother, and was supported 
in his views by a great part of the army ; but when hostilities had con- 
tinued for a period of some duration, this dispute was also destined to 
terminatein atreaty, by which it was agreed tbatMushurruf-ud-doiiIah 
should administer the government of Arabian Irak as the lieutenant of 
Sultaun-ud-doulah ; and that the latter should confine his residence to 


the limits ot Farss and Ahiiauz : it being further stipulated between the 
brothers, that neither of them should bestow the emplotment of Vez- 
zeirupon Eben Sehlan, who was considered the principal promoter of 
their disunion. 


Sultaiin-ud-doulah. nevertheless. havingleft Waussiton the conclu- 


sion of the treaty. and withdrawn intothe territorv of Ahueuz, no sooner 
reached luster, than in direct violation of his recent engagements, 
he conferred the Vizzaurut upon the obnoxious Eben Sehlan: whom 
he sent back shortly afterwards to recommence hostilities against Mu- 
sburruf-ud-doulah. The contest thus renewed between the brothers 


wasnow protracted to the year four hundred and thirteen, when their 
differences were once more accommodated by a treatj' ; Irak Arab 
being finally ceded in full sovereignty to Miishurruf-ud-doulah, and 
Farss and Kermaun confirmed to Siiltaun-ud-doukh. The lattersur- 


•vived this period for about two years ; dying at Shirauz in the four 
hundred and fifteenth of the Hidjerah,* after a turbulent reign of some- 
thine more than twelve vears. 

Mrsnrr.nuF-uD-DorLAH Abu Allv Hussun, the son of Bahk-ud- 


doulah, having, in the manner just related, struck from the Khotbah 
the name of his brother Sultaun-ud-doulah, continued with consider- 
able success to exercise the functions of government at Baghd^; until McsHruRCF* 
the former Rabbeia of the four hundred and sixteenth of the Hidjerah,t 
when he died after an administration, as it is alleged, oi five years and 
twenty five days. 
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'JtTLLAur.-UT>-DoruH Ahu Tauher, the s<^ii of Balii-ud-cbulah^ 
succeeded to the dignity of Am. i -u.-umra at Baghdad, on the death 
of his brother Aluslmrrui-ud-douiah ; and his power subsisted, under 
some diversity of ci.cumstHiices, ibr a period of eighteen vears aad 
eleven months, during which he was engaged in contests perpetually 
recurring with the T urkish mercenaries ; until, in Shabaun, oi tlie year- 
lour hundred and thirty-five,* as hath been already observed under the 
Khelaufut of U1 Kkeim, he was finally removed by the hand of death, 

Ezz-ul-mulk. Abu Kalinjar Merzebaun, the son of Sultaun-ud- 
doulah, being in Ahuauz at the period ofhis father^s death, in the four 
hundred and fifteenth of the Hidjerah, hastened without delay, on in- 
tel! igence of that event, tow'ards S hirauz. Becoming, however, engaged 
in a protracted warfare, with bis uncle Abul Fowauress, the governor 
of Kermann, hostilities continued between them, with a singular fluc- 
tuation of success and discomfiture, until the death of the latter, in 
four hundred and nineteen, placed both the provinces of Farss and 
Kermaun in undisputed possession of Ezz-ul-mulk. Subsequent to this^ 
a tedious war of nine years broke out between him and Jullaul-ud- 
doulah, another ofhis uncles, the Ameir-ul-umra of the Khelaufut ; 
until the four hundred and twenty-eighth of the Hidjerahjf when a 
peace was concluded between the adverse kinsmen, each of them re- 
ciprocally engaging on oath to lay aside all further contemplation of 
mutual hostility. On the death of J ullaul-ud-doulah, in the year foul 
hundred and thirtyfive, already adverted to, the nan>e of Ezz-ul-Mulk, 
was, as far as the formality could extend , introduced into the Khotbah, 
and other acts of govern raent, on his arrival at Baghdad ; but the for- 
tune of the raceofBijyah was, by this time, rapidly declining before 
the powerful ascendancy of the blood of Seljuk. Abu Kalinjar con- 
tinued however to uphold the sinking destinies ofhis family, until the 
four hundred and fortieth of the Hidjerah,J when he died, after a pro- 
tracted reign of about five and twenty lunar years. In addition to his 
other titles this prince occasionally here those of Emmaud-ud-dein- 
miah—pi/lar oj the faith of God; and, Hussaum-ud-doulah — sword 
a/ the state. 

EL-MELEK.-UB.-RAHEiMKhossrouFeyrouz the son of Ezz-ul-mulk 
Abu Kalinjar. 

•March A.D.1044^ 
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^hen intelligence of his father’sdeathwascommunlcatedatBajhdad! A. H. 440-48 
the dignity of Atneir-ul-umra became vested in this prince. His bro- 
ther, Abu MunsurFullaudSettoun, harin’; however assumed the roval 
authority at Shirauz, an inveterate course ofhostiiities thereupon corn- “ 
menced between the rival princes; and continued until the early part of 
the vear four hundred and fortv seven ; when Abii .Munsiir beini- com- 

% «. V 

pelted to abandon his capital, the province of Farss was united to the 
territories already in possession of liis more fortunate rival. But the 
Celebrated To^hrel Beg arriving before Baghdad on the twenty fifth of bLMEtEK-ci 
Ramzauii ofthesame year,* as was formerly noticed under the Khe- 
laufut of U1 Kaeiin, Mclek-ur-raheira was shortly afterwards delivered 
up to that formidable chieftain, by whom he was condemned to im- 
prisonment in one of his fortresses, where he ultimately died. The 
government of Meiek-ur-raheiin is alleged, however, to have subsisted 
under all circumstances, for a period otseveu years. 

Aec iMuxsuaFullaudSettoun (column of steel) the son of Abu Ka- 
linjar, haring, on the death of his father in four hundred and forty, as- 
sumed at Shirauz, the sovereign authority, in addition to the war in 
which he was immediately engaged with .Melek-urrraheiin, appears to 
have been further embarrassed by the opposition which he experienced 
to his authority, from another brother of the name of Abu Sauid Khoss- 
rou Shah; if, indeed, these were not one and the same person, of which 
there is a considerable probability, since it is imineuialely observed, 

that on the death of this Khossrou Shah, Abu Munsiir became from , „ 

Abu aIu'N’scs 

that period more firmly established in his power. Proceeding however, f Settoua 
to put to death, at the instance of his mother, one of the chiefs of his 
court entitled Sauheb-e-audil, w'ho had officiated as his father’s prime 
minister, cite clrcumst mce produced in Fazzel the son of Hussuii, oc- 
casionally distinguished by the afipellation of Ftizzeiuyah (usurper 
perhaps) a very powerful Ameir, and the friend of the deceast-d, a de- 
ti-i‘iiiiijution to avenge che injury; and hostilities having immediately 
eiKtif (1, Ahu Munsiir, in the course of the year four hundred and lorty 
eight, tell into the hands of the insurgent, and became a prisoner in 
•ue of Ills 0 wu Cdscles. T he successful rebel, repaired at a suusetiuent 
• Damiier Hth, A. D. !()&&, 
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A. R. 448. period to the camp, or court of Alep Arslan, the nephew and successor 
^ of Toghrel Beg, and obtained from that prince forhimself, a patent for 

'The power of Abti Munsur, including tire 
’ period in which itwas contested with his brother, subsisted for about 
eight years. 

Abu Ally, Key Khosseou the son ofAbuKalinjar, appears to have 
been the last of the race of Buyah,that was suffered to retain a vestige 
of the power of his ancestors. Some time after the fate of his brothers 
had been decided, he voluntarily repaired to the court of Alep Arslan, 
who generously bestowed upon him the town of Nubendejaun, with 
part of the adjoining territory. There he continued to lead a life of en- 
viable tranquillity and peace, until, in the four hundred and eighty se- 
Abu Ally, venth of the Hidjerah, he withdrew to the mansions of eternal rest. 
K E Y K b OSS- Henceforward , of th is celebrated family, the name and recollection alone 
Peylemiies. survived to mark the page of history, after it had flourished, with con- 
sider splendorfora period of onehundred and twenty seven lunaryearrs ; 
calculatingfrora the accession of Emraaud-ud-doulah the firstmonarch, 
in the three hundred and twenty first, to the imprisonment of Abd 
Munsur Fullaud Settoun,in the four hundred and forty eighth of the 
Hidjerah. 

The name of Washmagueir the son of Zebbaur, the brother of Mur- 
davvunje, and the founder of a family which, for several successions, 
enjoyed the principality of Jurjaun, orJiirjoun, on the south eastern 
extremity of the Caspian, has already been introduced to the attention 
of the reader. With his accustomed brevity, our author now proceeds 

ouEiB^Td his personage traced his origin to Ergbesh, who was 

successors in prince, or governor of Guilaii, in the remote age of Key Khossrou ; for 
Jirjaun. whom, if he was not the Cyrus of the Greeks, we shall find some dif- 
ficulty in discovering a parallel in the records of European history. It 
W'as observed on a former occasion, that about the three hundred and 
thirty second of the Hidjerah,* the same Washraagueir appeared in 
the court ot AmeirNouh, the son of Nasser the Samkunian, and that he 
was enabled through the assistance of that prince, in the course of the 
following year, to make himself master ofjhe. city of Jurjaun, and the- 
territory usually annexed to it. 

»A, P.848.^ 
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On tk death of T^’ashraacueir, in the three hundred and fifty-sixth A.H. 8oi5-7l. 
of the Hidjerah;* he was succeeded hv his sen Beisettoun: of whom a. D. tnj7 o2 . 
we find nothina: recorded further, than that when the hand of time had 
comydeted the pa,?e of his destiny, about the year three hundred and 
sixty-six.+ his brother Ivabiis, entitled Shums-ui-maula (the sun of 
sublimity) encircled his brows with the diadem of sovereign author- BEisETTorrr. 
ity; and furnisLed to the inhabitants of Jurjaun an auspicious pre- 
sa,je of a jii^t and equitable reign. 

In benevolence of disposition and manners, in the graces of the un- 
derstanding, and(-levationofmind,SHUMs-uL-.M.iL'LA-KAi!fS, the son 
of^raMnnagueir.issaid to have been distinguished far beyond his coii- 
temyoraries. in Lis thoughts and actions as averse to the conception or SHrMs-rt-MAn ' 
cofflinissic n of all that was base and unworthy, as he was renowned 
through the wcrldfor his si ngularehiquence, and the masterly compositi- 
ons of Ins pen. These weresorema/kable for their peculiar beauty, as to 
havedrawn from Saheb-e-Ebbaud. the accomplished vezzeir ofTakh- 
er-iid-doulab, an aoknowiedgement, that he could discriminate them 
from those of any other, bvtlie perusal of a single lin\ 

He was, however, in the course of the year three hundred and seventy 
one,:}: the sixth of his government, in consequence of the assistance 
which he had afforded to Fukher-ud-doulah, compelled to abandon Hs 
country to the troops of Mueyed-ud-doiilah the Deylemite, as noticed 
in a former page, and to retire into Kborassaua. In that province, 
under every vicissitude of fortune, he continued to reside for no less a 
period than eighteen years ; during which, his native benevolence, and 
greatness of mind, never once forsook him ; as was universally experi- 
enced by the best and most distinguished persons within the limits of 
that extensive territory. 

The injury which he had experienced in the loss of his country, in 
consequence of his attachment to Fakher-ud-doulah, might havejus- 
tified the expectation, that when that prince was restored to power, 
on the death of his brother, be should have been also reinstated in the 
possession, of his paternal inb-eritance. The services of Kabus were, 
nevertheless, either forgotten, or totally disregarded ; and the territory 
*A.D,W, tA.Pm t A. D. 981-2, 
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of JArjaiin was added without ceremony byFakher-udrdoulah, to his 
other dominions. The authority of Kabus was however, on the 
death of that prince, openly proclaimed in Mazaiideraun, through the 
influence and exertions of Espahbed Sheheryaur, one of the native 
chiefs, W'ho caused his name to be inserted in the Khotbah and coin- 
age of the country, in tlie three hundred and eighty eighth of the Hid- 
jerah.* Shums-ul-maula Kabus hastened immediately from Neyshapur 
to avail himself of this unexpected turn of fortune, and was quietly 
established on the throne of Mazanderaun. His power henceforward 
daily acquired additional splendor, until, in the process of time, the 
provinces of Tebrestaun, andGuilan, were united to his other posses- 
■ sions; his son Meniitcheher being appointed to the government of the 
latter, and one of his principal followers to that of the former. 

But with all the eminent endowments of mind which he is acknow- 
.fledged to have possessed, there wmre some necessary qualifications, 
in wdiich this prince appears to have been very conspicuously deficient. 
His deportment towards his nobles and military chiefs was morose 
and unaccommodating to an extreme degree ; and his administrati’on 
of justice was -sanguinary beyond example. In short, he knew’ no 
punishment but the avenging steel of the executioner, no prison 
but the narrow chamber of the tomb. His government became, there- 
fore, in the sequel, intolerable both to the .^meirsofhis court, and to 
the principal inhabitants of Jurjaun, and a conspiracy was at last formed 
to divest him of his authority. At a period when he was encamped, 
without suspicion, in sight of the last mentioned city, the conspira- 
tors under cover of the night, suddenly surrounded his tent ; but as 
some of the principal officers persisted in opposing their designs, and 
in defending the person of their sovereign, the rebels hastened to take 
possession of the capital ; and having seized and secured H for them- 
selves, dispatched a deputation to invite Menutchcher from Guilan, to 
usurp the throne of his father. In the moan time, immediately 
abandoning all concern with human grandeur, Shums-ul-mapla, ac- 
companied by a band of faithful domestics, retired towards Bostaum, 
f en Menutcheher, on the invitation of the insurgents, repaired to 
Jurjaun, they announced to him on-his arriyal, that if he concuried 

«A.D.9!^8. 



with them in'the remorsloffii? father, they wereimanimonsly disposed A. If. 405-29: 
to submit to his authority ; if not, they commimicated their deternrin- P- toi2-2 g. 
ation to bestow their allegiance upon some other person, and to ban- 
ish him from among them, with as little repusnance, as they had done 
his father beforehim. Perceiving no other alternative, the younirprince 
for the prestnt acceded to their views, and was upon this immediatelr 
invested with the government. A short time afterwards he proceeded 
iiowever to Bostaum. and there, at his father’s feet, offered to sacrifice' 
his life in avenging him on the traitors who had driven him from his 
throne. Kiibus withstood this proof of filial afiection, declaring that 
his concern with power was irrevocably at an end; that his career was 
here destined to terriiiiiate, and that his son might therefore now con- 
sider thatthegovernmentwas justly devolved to himself, Itwasaccord- 
ingly, some how or other, arranged that the dethroned monarch should 
be confined at large to the fortress of Khiassek, or perhaps Kaschek, 
there to spend his days in the exercise of his devotions ; and to that 
fortress he was in consequence conducted by one of the chiefs, who un- 
dertook the charge of his person. 

On his way to the place of his confinement, it is said that the mon- 
arch had the curiosity to demand of his conductor, the motives which 
had actuated the recent revolt. The reply was, that perceiving his 
sanguinary executions carried beyond all hounds of reason and mo- 
deration, this chief and five others had combined to precipitate him 
from a throne which he had stained with so much blood. On which 
Kabus observed, that herein he laboured under the grossest of errors, 
since for his own part he had no hesitation in ascribing his misfortunes; 
to too scrupulous an aversion to the effusion of blood ; for bad he taken 
the precaution to anticipate their treasons, by putting this same chief» 
and his five accomplices, under the sword of the executioner, the sad 
reverse w^hich he now experienced had never befellen him. A short 
time after the unfortunate monarch had been securely lodged in the 
fortress of Khiassek, the authors of his disgrace, suspecting that he 
might still attempt to avenge his injuries, employed some of their em- 
issaries to dispatch him ; and he was accordingly compelled to receive 
&om their hands the cup of martyrdom, 

3 It 2 
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MEjrt'TCHEHERthesonofKabus assumed the governmentof Juqan* 
in the manner we have already noticed, oiL the final renunciation of his 
father, about the four hundred and third of the Hidjerah : and he re- 
ceived soon afterwards, together with the title of Fulluk-ul-maula, 
firmament of sublimity, from the KhalifUl Khder, letters patent invest- 
ing him with allthe possessionsof his predecessors.Thebenevolentgenius 
of Fullulc-uI-Maula impelled him moreover to cultivate the friendship 
of the powerful Sultan Mahmud of Gheznin, to whom, by the introduc- 
tion of his name and titles into the Khotbah and Sikkah of his country, 
he pledged his obedience ; and this he sought further to confirm, by 
soliciting an alliance, wdrich he obtained with one of the princesses 
of the Sultan’s family. When he had by these means put his aflairs in 
aprosperous and steady train, theattentionofMenutcheherwasfor some 
time employed, in bringing to punishment the murderers of his father; 
the greater part of whom, by various devices, he ultimately succeeded 
in putting out of the w-ay ; after which he continued to reign, as long as 
he lived, in the full enjoyment of all his wishes. It is to be observed 
that although otir author concludes his cursory memoir ot the family 
of Washmague.ir,*in the manner just submitted to the reader, there are 
other historians who introduce a brother, of the name of Darab the son 
of Kabus, as having succeeded to the territory of Jurjaun on the death 
of Full uk-ul-maula, thoaigh not suffered to retain his authority . M ith 
these, at all events, ceased altogether the power of the family, after ii 
had subsisted about ninety lunar years. 

»The reader is reipiested to observe that gu before i or ei, is to be prououneed iuvariabij as 
ia guinea. 





CHAP. VII. 


T he concurrence of historians has allotted to Sebekte?sin. orSe- A. H. 3Go. 

bektokein. or Suhactaei, as hehasheeniiidirferentlvdc'noiViiijaMl, ’’*• 
an origin of no hia'her distinction tiiuti that of ha^’ini^ bsi'n enroiled 
aa;on 5 ti;e slaves of Aieptekeiii.* Alputtekein. or asain Alfis/avh the 
fir^t sovereign ofChezniii ; vt ho had himseii arisen, as foriijeily noticed, 
nndc-r the pov. er of the Suinanides, froara state oftlie Lowest servitude, 
first to the eoveriiiuerjt of Khorussaun, and ultiiaatelv to sovereign 
pt.wtr. ^EonKitoGiy was however early distingni'^ued beyond his ^seokthgci’t 
associates for Ins consuinale pruilence and extraordinarv valour, and l!!* “ 

. ' UUCZ.UJ. 

displayed upon his brow many auspicious proguosticatioiis of that ex- 
alred destiny, to which he was born to attain. Accordingly, on the 
death of Aleptekein, in the three hundred and sixty-fifth of the Hid- 
jerali.the military chiefs, and priiicipalinhabitaiitsofGheznin.orGhfz- 
ni. nu’ted in conierriiig u;;on tliis able chieftain, the vacant govern- 
ment, tvn^etber with the daugliter of their departed sovereign. 

Neither in aij_\ instuncedid SebL-kteggin deceive the hopes of those, 

L\ whom he had been thus elevate] to royalty. During a ivign. ciis- 
tiiiuuislieu for nioderutiou and justice, he is equalU txtoiled for his 
f xer:i-.,n5 to rotr.iin the outrages of the oppressor, ami tor tiie most 
I:;;-. ;V:1 proofs of iiouiicv and humanity, which he exhibited to cherish* 
aiiV. sfiMretaeattuclimentoi Ids people, of every class anil description. 

in the three iumdivu and sixiv-^-evcnthof the liidjerah he was ein- 
pl’.Mui ill reducing the ciu oi ISo^t on one side, anti that of Kosuviur 
on the otiier side of his doininii/iis : mn r w hieii, he K d Ids troops i .jto 
th ' territories on the Indus, where he exiermiutte.J vast miiuitudesof 
the iH.otieiiuing natives, uuinstructeu in tne vaimtt d uuti;s m iss.a.n ; 

' ; run? L*niiIoi:y, the autliyr its di.'pt^sed to pieier the iumu r <ii ilirpe m; ]v . iv ji^; uve 
nf'dD ii; T .>11)’ \ifmr.daii, !‘Ut Alcj> Aratan — liuiu Tu be htiti h ,]i it/iijt iiiaiiu* 
iritieii ivrfe aud may have produced Ahbtujt ur Ah^uixciu, 
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and 'vvhereshaving'subjugated extensive districts, he constructed on the 
temples of idolatry, numerous mosques, and edifices dedicated to the 
service of religion ; and then returned, triumphant and loaded with 
spoil, to his capital of Gheznin. 

Subsequent to this he marched, as was formerly related, into Mawur- 
un-neher, on the application of Ameir Nouh theSamaunian, monarch 
of Bokhka ; and proceeding thence into Khorassaun,. finally restored 
the authority of his ally, re-established tranquillity and good order to 
the countries of his government, and receiving from the gratitude of 
the Samaunian for himself the title of Nasser-ud-dein, and for his son 
Mahmhd, together with the government of Khorassaun, that of Seyf- 
ud-doulah,hereturned,.successfulinall his enterprizes, once more ta 
his capital. 

Although the death of Sebekteggin was, on a former occasion, stated- 
to have taken place at Ghezntn, we are now. apprized, in conformity 
with other authorities, that this event occurred at Balkh, in the month 
of Shabaun,* of the three hundred and eighty-seventh of the Hidjerah ; 
that of his friend Ameir Nouh having taken place the preceding month 
of Rudjub. 

Before we dismiss our short memorial of the- reign of Sebekteggin, 
we cannot withhold ourselves, although at the hazard of its having 
already appeared before thepublic from a far abler pen, from translating, 
from the first part of Ferishtah’s history, the following pleasing little- 
, incident. 

In theearly part of his career in the service of Aleptekeih, the whole- 
of his property being comprized in the horse on which he rode, Sebek- 
teggin usually passed the day in ranging the plains of Neyshapur in 
questof game. One day, .while engaged in this his ordinary occupation,, 
he unexpectedly came in view of a deer and, her fawn, which, were 
browsing, , unconscious of harm and danger, on the extensive heath-^ 
Settingspurs tohisliorse,Sebekteggin succeeded in seizing the fawn, and 
having bound its legs, and secured it across the pummel of his saddle, 
took his way towards the city. , When he had proceeded some distance, 
on his return, happening to look behind him, he perceived that the dauv 

♦August, A* a 087, 
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■ of Ills harmless litile captive still continued to follow, exliihitiu? very a. IL 837. 
evident marks of the most violent perturbation, and aiiliction, Tl'.is 
fijicctacle wrought so powerfully on the compassionate feelincs of Se- ttriiaua. 
bekteggin, that he determined without hesitation to set his prisoner at 
large ; and he accordingly restored it to the fond caresses of its dam. 

Manifestly delighted with tiie recovery of itsoffspring, the tendermother 
bounded towards its native heaths ; occasionally turning back, as if to 
contemplate with gratitude, as it withdrew, the person of its compas- 
sionate benefactor. That very night the prophet appeared to Sebek- 
teggni in a dream, and addressed him, as he imagined, in the following 
terms. Sebekteggin the compassionate disposition evinced in thy 
“ behaviour this day towards a harmless and inotfensiveanimal, has been 
*• marked with approbation in the presence of the most high; in testi- 
'• inoiiy of which, a warrant of sovereign power .has been registered in 
“ thy name, in the tribunals of the eternal God—be it thy care, in thy 
*' conduct towards thy fellow creatures, to persevere in the same laud- 
able demeanor—Let no opportunity escape thee to exercise the pro- 
“ pensities of a benevolent heart ; the very essence of happiness, both 
“ in thy present state, and in that which will be thy portion hereafter.” Kholamsut- 
Iss.wAi'iL the son of Sebekteggin, third of the monarchs ofGheznin.- in-“ihmur. 

In conformity with the arrangements of his father’s will, this prince 
had proceeded immediately to invest himself with the sovereign power ; 
and to render his accession popular, by a most lavish distribution of 

favors and rewards to the troops, and to tire houseliuld of the deceased , . 

, ' , , , UsiiAviL nia 

monarch, hut his elder brother Mahmud, at Neydiapur the capital uf jhe (ilsc^De- 
of his government, was no sooner apprized of these circumstances, 
tiian he hastened to dispatch to Issmauil a letter, conceived in the 
foiiowing terms. “Of all mankind, in a brother’s estimation, thou bear- 
*■ fst the fiKt alid highest place— of w ealth and empire he does not ther< - 
“ lore regret thee the possession, to the utmost extent of all that thou 
canst possibly aspire to. ilut to the stability and pennauence of 
“state's, some knowledge in the arts of government, .some maturitv of 
“ years and experience are indispensably reiiuisite ; and were it possi- 
“ hie to contimplatc in thy character any of these neces.sary quaiiS- 
“ cations, thou skouldsi find in me the most willing and olisequioiis 
“ of.-iubjects. I naer other circumstances it becomes, however, advisable 
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A. H. 887. “ that thou shouldst immediately proceed to make with me, as the la^ 

A. D. 998. n pj-escribesan impartial and equitable distribution of ourfather’seffects 
kliolaussut- n j treasures ; and that thou shouldst put me in possession of the me- 
' * ‘ “ tropolis of Gheznin ; while, on mv part, I am ready to resi.^n to thee 

“ thegovenmient of Bklkh, with the command of the armies in Klior- 
“ assaun.” 

To this overture, on the part ofhis brother, Ameirlssmaiiil appears 
to have paid no other attention, than by preparing for immediate hos- 
tilities, Mahmud led his troops in consequence towards Gheznin, 
and was joined on his approach by bis brother Nasser, and by an uncle 
of the name of Naratchik or Boghratchik ; Ameirlssmaiiil advancing 
towards the same quarter, from die side of Baikh. While the armies 
were thus reciprocally approaching, several attempts were, however, 
made on the part of lilabuiud to dissuade his brother from proceeding 
Sultan Mah- extremities, and to prevail upon him to accede to some plan of ac- 
jn'D, IVth of commodation ; but in vain. He had resolved on trying the issue of bat- 
thtm.-fiiarcLsof j]g . jjj this,aftei*a conflictofsome duration, and obstinacy, he was 
OLezuin. Anally defeated, andcompelled toshuthimselfiip in tiiecastleofGheznhi. 

Sultan Mahmud brought him at last to submit to terms; and having 
taken from him the keys ofhis father’s treasury, and in every depart- 
ment of the government established agents under his own authority, 
drew ofFhisarmy towards Baikh. It willbesuffieientfurtherto remark, 
that Issmauil W'as some time afterwards confined, with every reasonable 
comfort and indulgence of life, to a fortress in the province of Jurjaun ; 
where he died at a period long subsequent to his degradation. 

Sultan Mahmud Ghauzzy, the sou of Sebekteggin, fourth of the 
moiiarchs of Gheznin. 

Having succeeded, on his arrival at Bklkh from his expedition to 
secure the throne ofhis father, in purging the plains of Khorassaun 
from the impurities of adveree faction, Shltan Mahmud received from 
the KhalifLT KMer together witha Khelaut, or dress of honor, of sin- 
gular magnificence, the titles of Yemein-iid-doulah, and Amein-ul- 
millut, purporting to 'be right hand of the state, protector ov 
arbitrator of the faith of Mahommed. About the same period he 
concluded a treaty with Eyiek Khaun the monarch of Kashghk, who 
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fiad subjugated Ma^Tur-un-neher, the tmiton' on theOsus, and from A. H. SA?. 
whom he received a daughter in marriage. A. D. raa. 

ilahmud, bythevicto’V at Fe'shaw^rjOn the eighth ofMohurrim* 
of the three hundred and n:n-ty-s^cond oftae Hidjerah, over Jeypal 
prince of Labour and the Punjaub, having made that monarch his pris- 
oner, together with fifteen of his sons and other relatives, and kiiled 
five thousand of his followers, secured a triumphant conclusion to 
his^rsf Indian expedition. The booty which fell into his bands was 
very considerable ; and among other articfos, were sixteen jewelled 
necklaces, by the Hindus denominated Mania, one ofwhich alone be-- 
Ion£:ing to theEajah h.’ir self, was estimated attbe value of one hundred 
and eighty thousand clinaurs ; equivalent, at the lowest calculation, to 
eiahty two thousand five hundred pounds sterling. On this occasion^ 

IMahmiid is represented to have extended his ravages to Bahtindao or 
P.iitneir : and to have cnbr;rgrd his rryal prisoner, on the promise of a 
s‘.ipuLit.?d tribute. But it being a maxim among these absurd idolaters, 
that the monarch who had twice fallen into the hands of the Mossietns, 
was rendered unworthy of the sovereign authority ; tliat his errors, 
crimes, or misfortunes, could be no otherwise expunged than by the 
all-powertul operation of fire; and Jeypal having become now twice a 
prisoner to the implacable adversaries of the gods of his country', that 
prince straightway resigned his authority to his son Anundpal; and 
on the burning pile offered himself a sacrifice to avert the calamities 
which might further impend, from hisaiflioted people. On his return 
fre-m this expedition Mahmud either received, or assumed the title of 
Ghaiiz2y, or vict ^r in the cause of the faith. 

Oil this occasion we have been insensibly engaged, and perhaps un- 
necessarily, in extractiiic from Ferishtah, more in detail than is strictly 
consistent with our design, the narrativ'e of Mahmud’s proceedings » 
which the reader will doubtless find already executed with tar superior 
skill, by the abler pen of colonel Scott and more recently by the 
learned author of the Indian antiquities. Henceforw.ard the relation 
will, as far as possible, be confined to the succincter statements fur- 
. nished in the Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur. 

*NoT.2Gtli,.4.D.ie01. 

+ With some degree of raortificalion I must here acknowledge, that this tespectahi^ 
writer’s trau.'Ialioii of f eriahiah has never jet fellHi to mj lot to peruse, 

TOL. 11. So 
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A- H. 394-(?. In tliree hundred and ninety-four, Mahmud’s further designs against 
A.D.iOQjrg. the Indian territory were suspended, by an expedition in which he was 
Khoiauisut- engaged against Kholfthe son of Ahmed, the prince ofSeiestaun, and 
til-aklibaur. ; who had unfortunately suffered some proofs to transpire> 

of a disposition hostile to the interest of this powerful and haughty 
conqueror. Defeated in battle, the sovereign of Seisetaun shut him- 
self up in the fortress of Tauk, of which name we 6nd a place on the 
Heirrauucl. Here he was immediately invested by Mahmud, and he 
finally capitulated, throwing himself on themercy of hisbesieger ; whose 
vanity he flattered by the title of Sultan, with which, in the moment 
of prostration, he had saluted him ; and by which the conqueror was 
so much gratified, that he restored to the suppliant his government of 
Seiestaun, adding lo his own name the title thus seasonably applied to 
him, by the subj ugated prince. Recurring however shortly afterwards 
to hostilities, and claiming the protection of Eylek Khaun of Kash- 
ghk, Kholfthesonof Ahmed again excited the displeasure of Mahmud ; 
and becoming once more his prisoner, was now confiaed to the castle 
of Jurjaun, where he ultimately died. 

Resuming his hostile designs against the princes of India, Mahmud 
in the course of three hundred and ninetv six, subdued the cities of Be- 
hautiali and Multaun. But, while he was engaged on this occasion in 
theneighhorhoodofthe latter city, his father in law, Eylek Khaun, took 
advantage of his absence to violate his engagements, and to invade tiie 
important province of Khorassaun; of which, his lieutenant geneml 
Scbaush, or Sebausliitekein, was employed to take possession, while 
flauffertekeiii, another of his captains, was nominated to the government 
ofBalkh. On intelligence of the approach of these intruders, Arslan 
liauzeb, who presided at Herat under the authority ofMahmfid, h.'.d 
abandoned that city, and hastened to Giieznln ; from whence he dis- 
patched to apprize his sovereign, of the unprovoked infractionof treaty 
by w -ich he had been driven from his province. Sultan xMahuiud quit- 
ted Multaun without delay, and with the rapidity of lightning returned 
tO hiscapital. From thence he shortly afterwards led his troops towards 
Bklkti; Sebaushi, and JauiFertekein withdrawing at his approach, likq 
the feeblest winged insects before tile violence of the wiikiwind. 
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Space of forty days the armies remained stationary in the presence of 
each other without an action ; the Hindus continually strengthened by 
fresh reinforcements, vyhile Mahmud, with more than ordinary vigi. 
lance, covered both his flanks with intrenchinents, lest in the impend- 
ing conflict, the enemy’s wings might penetrate in those points. 
His front was at the same time left open, apparently for the purpose 
of engaging without embarrassment, when he found his opportunity. 
When he had at last determined on giving battle, hlahmud detached 
from- his main body a thousand archers, with instructions to attack the 
euemv: and these having for sometime hotiv occupied the attention 
of the Hindus, drew them by degrees towards the encampment of the 
]\Iosslems ; who proceeded in fair and compact array to oppose the troops 
of Anundpal, now become the assailants. In spite of the circumspec- 
tion of Mahmud, and in the heat of the action, a body of one thousand 
Kahkares, or Guikkers, bare headed and bare footed, variously and 
strangely armed, passedtheintrenchmcntsonboth his flanks; and falling 
in, witlrastonishing fury among the cavalry, proceeded with thedesper- 
ation of savages, and w'ith their swords and knives, to cut down and 
maim both the horse and his rider, until, almost in the twinkling of an 
eve, between three and four thousand men had fallen victims to the 
rage of these infuriated maniacs. Such was the impression of this des- 
perate effort, that Mahmud w'as actually about to draw aside from his 
encampment, and to discontinue the conflict until the day following; 
when, most fortunately for the disciples oflsslain, the elephant which 
carried Anundpal, the generalissimo of the idolaters, taking fright at 
the explosion, says Ferishtah, of the cannon and musquetry, but most 
probably at that of some rockets, suddenly recoiled from the action ; 
and this being perceived by the troops engaged on each sideof him, the 
alarm immediately spread that the Rhjah was flying; on which the 
Hindus at once broke, and dispersed in every direction. They were, 
for two days and as many nights, pursued without intermission by Ab- 
dullah Tky at the head oi five thousand Arab horse, and by Arslan 
Hauzeb with ten thousand Turks and Afghans, by whom twenty 
thousand of the fug'tives were put to the sword ; \vhile thirty chain of 
elephants, and a prodigious booty were captured, and brought to the 
€pamp of the victorious Mahmiid. 
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Tlie Sultan rjowpre<?ente(l bis army before tlie fortress of 1jlieiinr.ii:h» K. H. S99. 
er, Xusrcferkfite or Nfui«rracut, ancienth' so denominated ; and here 
described to have been a strong castle erected on the summit of a 

' _ ^ _ el-akumar, 

niouiitain, by Rajah Bheiin one of the ancient momirclis of thecountry ; 
vvliich- was used by the Hindus as a secure repository tor their most 
sacred images, and by tlte surrounding Rajahs for their treasure and 
j' Weis. It was however at this period totally destitute of armed de* 
tenders, and left entirely to the care of the Brahmins, and other attend- 
ants. ministering in the worship of their idols. As might have been 
expected, the minds of these unwarlike and peaceful inhabitants ofa 
fortress, of which however the foundations miiht-be said to be kid in 
the heavens, immediately gave way to the impressions of terror and 
alarm, and the cries of quai ter and mercy resounded from the aflrighted 
garrison to the skies. On the third day the gates of this impregna'ole 
retreat were thrown open to ilahmitd, the unarmed and defenceless 
inhabitants falling at his feet. The victorious monarch, accompanl'.d 
by bis household, and the principal members of his court, immediately 
entered the place, and proceeded to sun’ey and take possession of its 
inestimable deposit ; consisting, as we are told, of seven hundred thou- 
sand dinaurs of gold,* in specie, of seven hundred Munnsf in gold and 
silver plate, of two hundred .Munns in pure gold unwrought, of two 
thousand ilunns in unwrougbt silver, and of twenty Munns in dia- 
monds, pearls, rubies, and coral, formed into various ornaments for the 
person ; all of which had remained here untouched, ever since the time 
of the above mentioned Rajah Bheim, the founder. 

On bis return to Gheznln, Mahinfid in a suite of pavilions which he 
pitched without the city, exhibited to the multitude, which thronged 
from thence and the neighboring towns, on tables of gold and silver, the 
spoils of Hindustaun accumuLited in the recent expedition ; accom- 
panying the glorious and splendid spectacle, which continued for three 
days successively, with a sumptuous repast, and a liberal distribution 
to the indigent, and to the votaries of religion, of every class and 
description, 

* S-208331. 6s. 8d. 

t Li diiTrtent parts of India tlieMuan wMauuil, is variously estimated from aquarter of» 
humlred, to ibrh pounds weight. 
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A. H. 4e«-l. During the year four hundred, Sultan Malimljd resumed his opera* 
A . D. 1010 - 11 . tions against the Indian territory ; and on his return to Gheznin in the 
Kholaussut- course of the same year, he is said to have been followed bv the most 
* suppliant solicitations for peace, from the paramount sovereign of the 
Hindu princes, probably theR&jah Anunclpal already mentioned; who 
engaged, if his entreaties were complied with, to furnish the Sultan’s 
arsenal with a supply of fifty elephsnts, and to remit in money and 
precious commodities an annual tribute to the royal treasury of Ghez- 
nin. On these terms Mahmud appears to have consented to an ac- 
commodation; and a commercial intercourse is said to have been now 
opened or renewed between the subjects of the adverse powers. 

The following year, the four hundred and first of the Hidjerab, 
Mahmud conducted bis troops into the territory of Ghur, or Ghour ; 
and being opposed, with considerable obstinacy, by Mahommed the 
sonof Suri, the independent prince of the country, at the head of ten 
thousand horse, the latter was defeated by a very ordinary stratagem ; 
being enticed froiuhis intreiichments by a feigned retreat, and becoming 
the prisoner of his invader. He eluded however the protracted miseries 
of captivity by chewing the signet of his ring, which had in some way 
or other been impregnated with poison for such an emergency. The 
territory of Ghur was hereupon united to the dominions already sub- 
jugated to the exchequer of Mahmud. 

About the period under consideration, Shah Nessaur the prince of 
Gherjistaun, which although probability be against us, we are disposed 
to identify with the province of Georgia, resisting the authority of 
Malim-fid, ultimately became bis prisoner. On this occasion we are 
informed, that Nei/sJmtr was the title bestowed by the people of Gher- 
jistaun upon their sovereigns, in the same manner as those oiRuy and 
Khaim are assigned to the monarclis who rule over them-, by the Hin- 
dis and Tataurs. In the time ofNouhthespnof Munsur theSamauuian^ 
the Nessaiir of Gherjistaun was a person of the name of Abu Nasser ; 
who was induced by a natural indolence of disposition, and an unbound- 
ed attachment to letters, and the society of learned men, to resign the 
burden of his government, from which he was himself desirous of 
being relieved, to his son Mahommed. When the power of Sfiltaa 
■ Mahinfid, however, attained its ascendancy, oneof his agents, Aukkeby, 
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Ihe author of the Tankh Yemeiny, \va? employe'!! to demand the suh- a. 
mission of the prince of Glierjist-auu to the authority of his master; ^ 
and this bchis complied with, without apparent diihculty, the son of 
Abu Xasser. who bore the title of Shah Xessaur, accompanied the 
as’cntto tender his submission in the presence of Mahm id; an i after 
residing some time at the court of that monarch, was permitted to 
return in safi-ty to liis native connrry. But sutFerini? himseiftobe 
misled bv the seductions of a mischievous ambition, the vounEr man 
now suddenly evinced a disposition to be refractory, and to violate h;s- 
engagements with his fonaida’.Ie superior : on wliich Aitmrtaush the 
Hiiujeb, or chamberlain, and Arskn Hauzebor Jauzeb. as the name is 
indifl'erently written, were di-*patchedby Mahmud to enforce obedience. 
On the arrival of tht'S^ cominauders betbre the capital of Gherjisiaua, 
Xessaiir Abu Xasser i mnediatelv threw himstlfon the merer of Al- 


tuntaush, and was conveyed bv that gentr-il towards He.it, Shah Xes- 
saur had shut himself up in one of the strong holds of the country, 
but conceived it prudent at the expiration of a very little time, also to 
capitulate, and put himself into the hands of the generals of Mahmud. 
He was immediately dispatched to Gheznln, to the presence of that 
monarch, by whom after he had experienced the discipline of his whip, 
he was confined tor life to one of liis castles; the agents of the govern- 
mentbeing, at thesame time, instructed tosupply him with every thing 
tliut could contribute either to his comfort or enjoyment. Sultan 
iialiiniid then sent for Xessaur Abu Xasser from Herat, and treating 
him with considerable kindness, purchased from him the whole of his 
inheritance, tor a sum of money actually paid him on the spot. 

In the course of the year four hundred and five, Mahmud was en- 
gaged in an i.'X[)edition towards the remoter extremity of In Jia. border- 
ingonTurkfstaun.orTarrai'y.iiO'jordiiigtoF.'rishtih ; where he is said 
to have foushtvitb, and defeated the sovereign oi the country, and to 
have reduced the city of Xardeiu. of which the author dues not attempt 
to fix the position. He proceeds however to state, that in the course 
of the same year, receiving information, that theie existed u specios of 
eleph ints to which they gave the appellation of elephants of the Mos- 
slems, or Massulinan elephants, at a place called citht-r Maitilsher.or 
Slabiisher, or Maylsher,ilisiuipossiDlo to determine wuieh, unless it 
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were indeed the celebrated sanctuary of Talinaser, Malimiid led his 
troops into the country ; and having defeated and expelled the lawful 
prince, a profligate and inveterate infidel, returned in triumph with aa 
incalculable booty to his metropolis of Gheznin. 

Abul Abbas Mfiinnn the son of Mamuu, princeofKhaurezm,had mar- 
ried one of the daughters of Sultan Mahm&d: and being put to death in 
the four hundred andseventhoftheHidjerah, by Benaltekein, and a con- 
spiracy of his factious nobles, Mahmud hastened on intelligence of the 
treason, to avenge the injuries of his son in law ; defeated, and inflicted 
condign punishment upon Benaltekein and his accomplices ; and bes- 
tow'ed the government of the country, with the capital of Oor or Gr- 
kunje, and the title of Khaurezin-Shah, upon Altuiitaush, one of his 
favorite and most distinguished generals. 

In the four hundred and ninth of the Hidjerah, our author fixes the 
expedition to Kanouje, stated to be at the distance of three months- 
journey from Gheznin ; the same that was undertaken by Sultan Mahmud,- 
accordingtoFerishtah,hytherouteofKashmeir;andthe sequel of which 
has been given in detail by thatauthor, as is alreaJysufliciently known. 
The spoil in gold and silver, and jewels, and other precious materials, 
accumulated by MalmiM in this expedition, is said to have been of a 
magnitude to surpass the arithmetical skill of his accountants to esti- 
mate ; and the multitude of captives was such that though the value 
of a slave was set at no more than ten dirhems, or about four shillings 
and seven pence English, they could find no purchaser even at that 
price. 

In the four hundred and sixteenth of the Hidjerah, Mahmud was 
engaged in his last exterminating enterprize against the unfortunate 
Hindfis ; the expedition to Shmnaut, at the extremity of the peninsula 
of Gfijerfit. On this expedition, according to Ferishtah, he set out 
from Gheznin, on the tenth day of Shabaun, of the yearfour hundred, 
and fifteen, or about the l6th of October, A. D. 1024, and he arrived at 
Miltaun in the middle of the following month of Ramzaun,* at the 
head of a powerful army; and accompanied by thirty thousand cavalry, 
who volunteered their services from all parts of the Asiatic continents- 

<Kov.20tb,l()24i» 
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Brom MfiltaTin. lie appears to have prosecuted his march; &k:rt'.n?ihe A. H, 
desert tO; Ajmeir, and from thence byXeherwitla, the Puttnn oranci- P- 
ent capital of Gujerat, to the object of his zeal and avarict?. V' 

n, , Ul'ilLLwC* 

Siiinnaut, according to our author, vas the name of acelebrated idol, 
uhicli was worshiped by the infidels of the country ; but a couplet of 
Fereid-ud-dein Attaur is recited a little further on, asserting that the 
the great idol discovered by the armies of Mahmud at Sumnaut, bore 
the appellation of Lau t. We know, however, that the pilgrimagesof the 
Hindus are to this day principally directed toDaarkanaut, the spot of 
Krishna’s evanition, according to the Malikbauret, to Juaganaut, and 
•to Lairicauf, or Ramnad ; the latter -at the southern extremity of the 
peninsula of India, notrar from the bridge of Rama. In the mean time we 
are informed that to Semnaut, the lord Sum, or Suma, the Hindu iny- 
tholcgists have assigned the province of adjudging to departed souls, 
acconiictr to the doctrines of transmigration, the bodies appropriated 
for their future habitation; and in the belief of the Hindus, the ebb and 
flow of the ocean is nothing more than a mark of its adoration towards 
their favorite idol. 

On the authority of the Rouzut-us-sufFa he proceeds to describe, 
that the temple, or edifice which contained the image of Sumnaut, was 
decorated by si.x and thirty pillars, inlaid with precious stones of the 
most beautiful and costly desaiption ; that the image itself was of po- 
lished stone, or marble, about the height of five cubits, three above the 
flooring of the temple, and two concealed beneath it. I am aware that 
in these dimensions I have differed from the most respectable authori- 
ties ; but, both in the copy of the Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur and of the 
Ferishtah in my possession, the statement is precisely as I have given 
it. At ail events three guz, or cubits of two and twenty inches, above 
the floor, would give to the image the stature of an ordinary sized man. 

The circumstance of its being smitten on the nose by the mace of 
Makmfidj and of the immense treasure concealed in its belly, is already 
known . We shall here just mention that he rejected a prodigious ran- 
som tospareit,allegingthatoftwo appellations, rather than the idol bro- 
ker, hechosetobecalledi¥ffA»itldf/ieitio/6rcaA‘cr:afldtorewardhis zeal, 
the precious contents discovered in the hollow of the idol, surpassed 
an hundred fold the sum which had been offered by the Bralimins fos. 
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■i\. H. 416-18. its redemption. Of its unfortunate and unoffeudiiig votaries more 
4 . D. 10-25--27. thousand were put to the sword by the troops of Mhhmud ; 

to/Saur treasure withdrawn from the interior of the temple^ from the 

the hollow ofthe image perhaps, is alone estimated at thesmn of twenty 
millions of dinaurs of gold ;* in which proportion we are told to calcu- 
late the further spoil, which fell into the hands of the plunderers of this 
celebrated sanctuary. 

When he was about to quit Sumnaut onhis return toGlieznin, Mah- 
mud desired his ministers and principal officers to select from among 
themselves some particular individual, on whom he might confer the 
government ofthe recent conquests : but it being represented to him, 
that, since it w'as not his design to revisit the country, it would be more 
advisable to place it in the hands of a native, he proceeded to deliberate 
on the subject, withsuch ofthe inhabitants as he permitted to approach 
his person. By these he was informed that among the princes who had 
ruled the country, wheth r in purity of origin orlustre of descent, none 
wereoD aparwith theraceofDabsheleim,orDabshelein)a. Ofthisrace 
they said that there fortunately then existed a young person, whase 
attention had been hitherto entirely devoted, in the garb and profession 
of a Brahmin, to the duties of religion ; and on this person, if the Sultan 
conferred the sovereignty ofthatpartofGujeraut, they conceived that 
it would not be unworthily bestowed. Others however contended that 
tlie individual proposed was a man of unaccommodating and austere 
habits, who bad been compelled by necessity alone to make choice of 
tbelife of a recluse; andtheyrecommended, on the contrary, thesover- 
eignof a neighboring territory, who to the same lustre of descent, added 
a superior prudence, and maturity of years, asan object far more wor- 
thy ofthe Sultaii’s preference, and ofthe governraeut of their countiy. 
To this Mahmud observed, .that if the person they proposedhad, in any 
■instance, evinced a disposition to cultivate his friendship, it might then 
indeed be expected that such a request in his favor, would be attended 
with, little difficulty in the compliance ; but to confer a territory of 
that magnitude upon one who was already in possession of one of the 

* Af the lowesf cmiipu^afion, o"n.'ne • hillings and twopence to the diuaur, this would 
amount to the sum of t>,i6o,666l, 4d, 
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iiosl powerful states in India, and who had, moreover, never afforded A. H. 
the slightest dtuionstration of attachment, to merit such a proof of con- 
fidence and regard, appeared to him rather wide of the dictates of sober 
discretion. Then sending for the recluse he immediately invested him 
with thegoveniment ofthe province. The descendant of Da'nsheleim 
in accepting of his tributary sovereignty, embraced the opportunity of 
representing to theSuUan hisapprehensions lest the neighboring Riijah, 
who althoughofthe same lineage, was his mortal enemy,apprized ofthe 
departure of his benefactor, should direct the whole of his force to the 
destruction ofhis relative. Under this persuasion, and with the know- 
ledge that he must be left entirely unprepared for resistance, hefo-und 
it expedient to disclose to the Shitan the nature ofhis apprehensions ; 
in the hope that, in addition to the favors wicli which be had been al-' 
ree.dy loaded, the troopsof his victoriousally wouldbe further employed 
to secure bim against the hostile designs of the dreaded rival, Mah- 
mud iuformed him in reply, that in bis expedition toso remote a region, 
be had been originally actuated by no other motive than the glory and 
advancement of bis faith; and that, as three years had already elapsed 
sincehis departure from Gheznin, it would make no material difference 
to him, if six months were added to the period of bis absence. He 
proceeded accordingly to invade the territory of the obnoxious Dab- 
sheleimian ; whom he in a very short time subdued, and delivered a 
prisoner into the hands of the new-made sovereign. The latter now 
stated to Mahmnd that, by the religion which be professed, it was not 
permitted to put a sovereign prince to death ; but that when a tiva^ 
monarch fellintothe power ofhis adversary, it was the practice to lodge 
him in a daik chamber, excavated under the throne ofhis conqueror, 
with no other opening to it, than was sufficient for the introductioo of 
what was necessary for the support of existence : and in this state 
was condemned to remain, until the hand of death should determrne 
the survivor. His power being however as yet but too imperfectly es- 
tablished to admit of Ids pursuing the ordinary Gourde, he pioeeeded 
further to request that Sultan Mahmud would take the captive prince 
with iiim to Gheznin ; adding, that lie relied upon the generosity of 
his benefactor to send him back to Gujerat when his authority should 
be sufficiently confirmed, and when it would be prudent on Ms part 
^ require it. 
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A. H. 418-20. Having complied'^'itli the solicitation of his tributary in every it. 

stance, Sultan Wahtniid, after enduring unparalleled hardships in his ' 
through the deserts leading to Sind, which it would be unne- 
cessary to detail, at last succeeded in regaining his capital, in the fii-st, 
or second Rebbeia,of the four hundredandeighteenth of the Hidjerah :* 
after an absence, according to this statement, of two years and six 
months. 

Some years subsequent to this period, when he considered himself 
securely established in his power, the anchorite king of Gujerat dis- 
patched his agents, with magnificent presents to Sultan Mahmfid and 
the members of his court, and a request that his captive rival might 
be now delivered up to his d isposal, Mahmud at first exhibited some 
repugnance to comply with the request ; but yielding to the sugges- 
tions ofhis ministers, he ultimately determined to send away the captive, 
who was accordingly delivered to the agents employed to take charge 
of him. \V hen the escort which conveyed the prisoner, was known’ 
to have reached the confines ofhis country, theDabsheleimaon the 
throne, having given directions to compleat the vault of wretchedness 
intended for the reception of his rival, hastened in conformity to the 
further usage of the country to meet him ; in order that the unfortu- 
nate captive might be subjected to the customary degrading ceremony, 
of running on root at the stirrup of his more fortunate rival, and with 
the royal bason and ewer on his head, all the way to the palace gate 
of the capital, Having proceeded with these views to some distance 
on his excursion, accompanied by a numerous retinue, the royal 
Dabsheleima engaged in the diversion of the chace ; and having con- 
tinued it with great eagerness and activity until late at noon, the 
monarch and his retinue were dispersed in different directions, to 
screen themselves from the rays of a meridian sun. Dabsheleima 
laid himself at the foot of a tree, ^d covering his face with a 
handkerchief, resigned himself to rest. The handkerchief which 
he had thrown over his face,- happened unfortunately to 'be of a scar- 
let colour; and attracting the attention of a vulture, which was hover- 
ing round, the ravenous bird took it for the flesh of some slaugh- 
tered animal, and immediately pouncing, struck its talons through 
' April or May, A. D. 1037. 
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the coverins fnto the unwary prince’s eye ; the loss of which was t H. 4i»-20, 

the ines’itable consequence. Among the genuine Hindus it was, it A- P- ^037-i i3. 

seems, another maxim at this period, that anv species of personal bie- 

, ■ ul-akkyiiurt 

mish was sufficient to disqualify a prince from holding his authority; 
and the misfortune which had happened to the sovereign, being soon 
circulated through the camp, produced a sudden and violent uproar 
among the chiefs. At such a crisis, the arrival of the captive Dab- 
sheleimian was announced, and by a strange and unlooked for vicis- 
situde, the destinies of the two princes underwent an immediate and 
total reverse. The newly arrived Dabsheleimian was saluted king by 
the unanimous voice of the people; and the anchorite was condemned 
in his stead, to hear the bason and ewer by the side of his horse, to 
the darksome and wretched, abode prepared for his adversar}'. Thus, 
says Ferishtah, unfolding another example of the decrees of an inscru- 
table providence, which, while it precipitates one individual from the 
splendor of a throne, rescues another from the belly of the whale. 

While Mahmud was at Bhlkh, some time after his return from his Ferblitah> 
zealous expedition to Sumnaut, he received from the Khaleifah U1 
K^er, together with four standards, denoting his supremacy over the 
four great countries of Hindustaun,Khorassaun,Khaurezra,and Neim- 
rouz, a flattering letter, bestowing upon him the additional title of 
Kell) f-ud-doulah & IsslJiin — asylum of the state and of the true faith. 

These were accompanied by similar distinctions for his three sons ; 

Mijssaoud being dignified with the title of Shahaub-iid-doulah and 
.Tuiniriaul'ul-millut — bright star of the state, and beautv of the faith ; 

Y ussuf, with that ofEzzed-ud-doulah and Mueved-ul-milliit — arm.or 
support of the state and establisher of the faith ; and Araeir Maiiom- 
med, with that of Jullaul-ud-doulah and Jummaul-iil-millut— glory 
ot the state, and embellishment of the faith; at the same tinie, pledg- 
ing bis approbation of either of the three princes, on whom the fatiier 
might thirik fit , to devolve the succession to his throne. 

The troops of Mahniud on their return from Giijeraut had suffered 
considerable annoyance from the natives of Mount Jehud ; he deter- 
mined therefore, some time in the \ear four hundred'and eighteen, to 
chastize the insolence of th'ese .unsubjugated barbarians. Once more, 

.and for the last time, he accordingly led army towards Multauri, 
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A. H. 4l^^2l. When fee reaefeed tfeat citj', lie gave instnictions for the fmmediate 
A. D. 1027-B0. equipnient on theriver^ of an arinanient of fourteen hundred war boats, 
fensbtab. funjished with three Rostra, or beaks of iron ; one on the jwow 
and on e on each beam , s 0 constructed as to pierce or demolisli any ad verse 
vessel that might come in contact. The boats were further armed with 
twenty soldiers each, with bows and arrows, and fireworks of naphtha t 
and thus equipped, the armament w^as dispatched along the river 
for the extermination of the which is the appellation here bes- 
towed upon the mountain tribes above alluded to. The latter, aware 
of the arihament preparing against them, and having conveyed their 
wives andchildren to aplaceofsecurit}'-, among theislands intheindus, 
thus disincumbered, lay ready with four thousand, some say eight 
thousand boats, strongly armed, to receive the attack. In the action 
which however took place, the boats of the Jautts comingin contact with 
the iron beaks of those of Mahmfld, the shock of which they were 
unprepared to resist, were immediately pierced, and sunk to the 
bottom wdth all on board ; such as escaped by swimming, being put to 
the sword by the conquerors, and the whole of theirfamilies ultimately 
falling into the hands of their ruthless exteiminators. 

In the course ofthe year fourliundred and twenty, Sultan Mahmud, 

as w'e have already seen, took possession of the teritory ofRey, and that 
part ofthe province of Irak Ajem, from the imbecile and effeminate 
Majid*ud*doulah the Deylemite; and bestowing the government upon 
his son Mfissaoud, returned soon afterwards to Gheznin ; where, hav- 

inglaboured forsometime underacoDsumptive complaint, accompanied 

by a disorder in the loins, {nierz-e-sUl ba sH-ul-keim) he ultimately ex- 
pired, on Thursday the tvventy-third of the latter Rebbeia of the four 
hundred and twenty first of the Hidjerah jf the sixty-third year of his 
age, and, calculating from the surrender of Gheznin and the captivity 
of hk brother, the thirty-fourth of his reign. 

Mahmud is represented tb have been possessed of some ofthe most 
exalted and splendid qualities that could dignify and adorn the human 
character ; and yet his merits appear to be resolvable, for the most part, 

• ?cr|iajj^ the s.tr^^. fcrswd i^eaa: that place by ,th«; junctioa of the Tckinmk 

t The 29th of April, A. D. 103C1, 
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into a biffotedand san?iiinary zeal for the advancement A. 

and for the subversion of idolatry and infidelity, Ilis splendid quad- ^^*!^**- 
ties were, moreover, deplorably tarnished by an insatiable spirit of 
avarice, to which, in its most degrading complexion, he has been stig- ’ * 

inatized as a devoted and abject slave. From this odious stigma, Fer- Feii-.htuh, 
ishtah has however sought to vindicate his favorite hero, ascribing it 
in a great measure, to the prevalence of an unjust prejudice, which 
derived its origin from the tvell known story of Ferdussy ; to whom, 
for his celebrated poem of the Shalindmah, the labour of thirty years, 
he assigned the comparatively paltry sum of sixty thousand dirhems 
only,* amounting to about five-pence half-penny the couplet; the poet 
having entertained the unreasonable expectation ofsixty thousand dia- 
aursorpieces of gold. Another cause towhicb he ascribes the prevailing 
prejudice, was an arrangement, by which, towards the closeof his reign, 
he contrived to disencumber his- wealthier subjects of their superfluous 
property. That lie loved gold, the author nevertheless admits, and that 
lie accordinglvdisdaiiied no method bv which it could be accninulated : 

ft • 

but it was for the purpose of enabling him to prosecute bis magnificent 
plans of conquest and a^randizemeflt ; and that there exists ample 
proof tlurt the number of wits, men of genius and learning,- poets, and 
Avarriors. who subsisted on his bounty, has sehiom tailen to the lot of 
any monarch of former age-s, and is as seldom likely tO happen in an}* 
age to come. All this if is to be acknowledged, could not be provided 
for, without a liberal disbursement of treasure ; neither is it to be for- 
gotten that ins admiration offneii' ol' science has never been questioned ; 
that their merits never failed to be rewarded by his bounty ; and that 
exclusive of occasional proofs of liberality, a fixed sUnt of four hundred 
thousand dirhemst wasannuallv ap died tot-he pafrPiiageaQd eifoour- 
agemeut of learning, and leanu'd men. 

Longprevious to his death, Mahmud had declared his son Mahom- 
med, suceessetf to the major part of his dominions, immediately to the 
prejudice of bis elderbrotber' MfisSaoud; discarding froili his recollec- 
tion, how little disposed- he found AitUftf/fto submilto asimilar arrange- 
tAieut by his father. lie took, however, an opjKnrtunity of demanding di 

' About iSTaU t About 13!>, 4(J. 
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A. H. 421, M^ssbud/forwhombeprobably conceived that hehadadequatelyproi. 

A. D. 1030, yjdg(} tjjg province of Irak Ajera, inM'hat manner heproposed tocon- 
Kholaussut- himself, with respect to his brother ? Mussaoud replied without 
vl-akhbau.. reserveor hesitation, to the no small confusion and equal indig- 
nation of Mahmud, that in this he should be exactly governed by the 
example ofhisfather. Toexplainthis,itmaybenecessaryto remark that, 
at the commencement of his reign, on surrendering his power with the 
castle of Ghezntn into the bands of Mahmud, his brother Issmauil had 
.been compelled to attend him into Khorassaun ; and the Sultan had 
,the curiosity to ask the captive prince one day, what sort of treatment 
he might have calculated to experience, had the issue of their contest 
heen the reverse of what hadhappened ? with equal candourand sim- 
plicity of heart, Issmauil replied, that had fortune decided in his favor, 
it was in his contemplation to confine his brotherwithin the walls of some 
castle, where he should be provided/^ith all he might require, either 
for the comfort or enjoyment of life, short of his personal liberty. A 
short time afterwards, availing himself of some pretence or other to 
seize the person of Issmauil, Mahmud caused him to be delivered to 
the governor of Jhrjaun; with instructions to lodge him in one of the 
castles of his province, and to supply him, at the same time, with every 
thing that could contribute either to his pleasure or repose. 

It is further stated, that while he continued in Ir^k Ajem, Mahmfid 
endeavored, by repeated importunity, to prevail upon Mussaoud ta 
swear that he would not engage in hostilities against his brother, with- 
out producing the slightest impression; Mussaoud as constantly evad- 
ing his importunities by the declaration, that if Mahommed would 
personally repair to the spot, and first swear to make with him, at the 
properperiod,a just and impartialdistributionof their father^s treasures, 
he should have no difficulty in taking the oath required of him ; but 
situated as at present, the one at Rey, and the other at the distance of 
■Gheznin, he could not perceive; hqw such a partial arrangement could 
he productive of any 'ad vantage or permanent result. 

We shall finally remark, that Mahmhd is described to have been in 
person of the middle stature, of elegant proportions, and a freckled com- 
plexion, and the first of his race that assumed the title of Sultan, 



297 


Mahosimed the son of Mahmud third of the race of Sehett|;e'm, A, H. 421. 
succeeded to the throne of Gheznin immediately on the death 01 his ^*^^**« 
father ; but his brother Muss^oud receiving at Hamadaun, in the re- 
cently acquired territory of Irak j em, intelligence of the event, march- ‘ 
ed without delay towards Khorassaun ; dispatching at the same lime 
to inform Mahommed that he harboured no design upon the countries 
to which he had been nominated by a father’s partial selection; that the 
territory ofJeypaljofTebristaun, and oflrakAjem, the honorable acqui- 
sitions of his ownswordwereamply sufficientfor hismoderateambition ; 
and all he requested was that, as the elder brother, his name should be 
first pronounced in the Khotbah. To this Mahommed returned an arcbof Gh«. 
acrimonious reply ; and as soon as he had completed his warlike equip- 
ments, proceeded from Gheznin, to Bikkenabad, some distance north 
of the metropolis ; where he encamped on the first of Ramzaun* of toe 
four hundred and twenty first of the Hidjerah. 

Having continued stationary during the whole of Piamzaun, it un- 
fortunately happened that on the festival of the new moon of Shavaul, 
the tiara ot the ill-tated Mahommed should drop from bis head in a man- 
ner that could not be easily accounted for ; which being considered by 
the superstitious multitude as an omen inauspicious to the stability of 
his power, Aineir Ally Khaisliawund, and YussufSebekteggin, witha 
numberof the principal courtiers openly revolted in favorof Muss&oud; 
and on the night of the third of Shavaul, surrounding the pavilion of 
^lahommed they immediately seized his person, and proceeded to con- 
fine him in the castle of Bikkenabad. The ministers and principal 
nobility of the late monarch then hastened to join Mussaoud, who had 
as it would appear by this time advanced to Balkb. The conspirators, 
however, experienced from him a reception on which they had little 
calculated. Hussung Meykaul, the primerainisterofthedeparted Mah- 
mud, against w'hom Mussaoud had long cherished an irreconcilable 
animosity, was put to death. Ally Ivhaishawund shared the same fate ; 
and YussufSebekteggin was immured tor life in a prison. Muss- 
aoud shortly afterwards repaired to Gheznin, where he took care to 
secure himself against all further attempts on the part of his brother 

* August Slit, A. D. loao. 
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A. H. 421-24. Mahotrimed, by the usual application of the Instrument of cautery, to 
A. D. 1036-33. destroy the organs of vision. 

Kholaussut- Sultan Nassei'-ud-dein Mussaoud, son of Mahmiid, fourth of the 
' race of Sebekteggin, and sixth of the monarchs of Gheznin,. 

Having succesfully vindicated the claims of an elder brother to the 
throne of his father, MAsshoud consigned the office ofVezzeir to Ahmed 
theson of Hussun Meymundi. In the four hundred and twenty second 
of the Hidjerah, he devolved the government of Ir^k Ajem upon Abfii 
Sohel Hamduni, delegating that of Isfahaun, however, by a particular 
Mussaoud Patent, to the separate superintendance of Alla-ud-doulah Jauffer the 
Vlth of the son of K&kuiah,* the maternalcouzin german, of the weak and imbecile 
Ghc’uia^^^ Majid-ud-doulah the Deylemite. Allh-ud-doiilah accordingly proi 
ceeded for some time to conduct the government of that part of Irak 
Ajem, as the lieutenant of Musslioud; but ultimately aspiring at inde- 
pendence, he openly abjured the supremacy of that prince : and it was 
under these circumstances that' the celebrated Abu Ally ben Seina 
(A vicenna) became the prime minister of Alla-ud-doulah. 

In the course of four hundred and twenty three an expedition was 
undertaken from Khaurezm,by Altun Taush Haujeb, under the instruc- 
tions of Mussaoud, to avenge the injuries which he had sustained from 
AllyTekein thegovernor of Samarkand. TheKhaurezmian beiiighow- 
ever desperately wounded, in the territory beyond the Oxus, in an action 
which took place with the troops of AllyTekein, the combatants appear 
to have separated by mutual consent, which was followed by an ac- 
commodation; and Althn Taush shortly afterwards dyingof his wounds 
was succeeded in the government of Khaurezm by a son of the name of 
Perun— or Harhn, according to Perishtaii. That admired and estima- 
ble minister Ahmed the son of Hussun Meymundi also dying in the 
four hundred and twenty fourth of the Ui.ljerah, Ahmed the son of 
Mahommedjthe son of Abdussummud, became vezzArto Sultan Muss- 
houd. In the mean time, as will be particularly described in its 
proper place, the race of Selj'ik having passed the river Jeyhun to 
tlie westward, selected for their abode the territory dependent upon the 
cities of Nissa and Abiwerd ; and in a few years succeeded in extend- 
ing their encroachments through a considerable part of Khorassaiin. 

* Uncle, so caileu in the language of the Deylemites. 



A. H. 433-41. und, and there pnt a period to his existence, in the four hundred and 
A. D- 1041-49. (jf Hidjerah ; the twelfth of his turbulent and unpropi- 

^akhbw' ingratitude evinced in the perfidious conduct 

of his subjects, however frequently exemplified in the annals of hu- 
man depravity, it would scarcely be conceived that the unfortunate 
Mfissaoud greatly surpassed in affibility of manners, and liberality of 
? disposition ; and that he uniformly studied to secure the attachment of 
all, and of men of letters in particular, by the most conspicuous proots 
of his bounty and beneficence. 

Sultan Abul Futtah Moudud the son of Mussaoud, fifth of the race 
of Sebekteggin, and seventh oftheinonarchs of Gheznin. 

As soon as intelligence was conveyed to him of the disastrous ter- 
mination of his father’s life, Sfiltan Moudud broke up his camp from 
■before Balkh, and directed his march for Gheznin ; Mahommed on his 
part hastening with his three sons from the vicinity of the Indus towards 
Moudud, Vllih object. In a battle which took place, shortly afterwards, in 

of the monarcbs the desert of DeynAr, victory declared however for Moudnd ; the blind 
of Gbezuin. of Noushtekein, and Ally Khaishawund, 

and Stiliman the son ofYussuf Sebekteggin, fallinginto the hands of the 
conqueror, and being thesource of all these convulsions, werethe whole 
of them immediately put to death; with thee.xceptionofAbdurraiheim 
the son of Mahommed, who was exempted from the fate of his fellow 
captives, in consideration of his humanity, in protecting the late Sultau 
Mussfioud from the violence of his brother Abdurraihman, when this 
latter had presumed with unmanly insult to tear the diadem, or royal 
ciiiciure, from thehead of that unfortunate monarch, after he had been 
oetmyed into the hands of his enemies. 

Sultau Moudud now entered Gheznin in triumph; and having se- 
curely seated himself on the throne ol his family, bestowed the office 
of prime minister on AbCi Nasser Ahmed the sou of Mahommed, son 
of Abdussummud. In the four hundred and thirty-fifth of the Ilid- 
jerah, he made an attempt to, check the progressive aggrandizement 
in Khorassaun, of the Seljficides; hut the army which he employed 
. for that purpose was driven back with disgrace and loss, by the super- 
ior valour and good fortune of Alep Arslan. Six years afterwards, 
namely, in tljq fourjijindrecl and forty first of the Hidjerah,. haying left 
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Clieznln, at the head of an immense force, in order to vindicate his A. H, 4-(Rs. 
rights aiminst the race of Seljuk, 2uoudiid was, however, on his first 
stage, ill the castle of Saun kite on the wav towards Kabul, according 

O' *( ^ ul sikLij " " 

to Fei'ishtah, attacked by a fit of the cholic, by wliicli he was compelled 
to relinquish his scheme of revenge, and to return to iiis capital; where, 
on the twenty-fourth of the month of Rudjub* of the same year, he 
was finally removed from this scene of pride and absurdity, to a state 
of permanent repose and bliss, after a reign of seven years. 

Alii Jaufik MrssAOUD the second, the son of Moudud, sixth of 
the race of Sebekteg’gin, and eighth of the raonarchs of G’r.eznln. 

This prince being yet -an imant of four years of age, was deposed in 
a very few days after his nominal accession, by the members of his ifrssAoioII-I 
father’s court, who conspired to promote the advancement of his uncle, 

Abiil Hussun Ally, the son of Mussaoud I. seventh of the race of ohuaia- 
•Sebektea'C'in, and ninth of the monarchs ofGheznin. 


Seated on the throne of Gheznin, with the concurrence of the leading 
nobility and Ameirs, on the first day of Shabaiinf of the four hundred 
and forty first of the Hidjerah, this prince immediately espoused the 
widow of Sultan Moudud, who appears to have been the daughter of 
TchegherBeg the brother of the celebrated Toglirel Beg. But Abdur- 
rashidtlie son of Mahmud Ghauzzy, who, after being confined by Sul- 
•tan Moudud to one of the fortresses between Bost and Aushferra, had . . , 

been nominated by that monarch on his death bed, to succeed him, tiem jjiisrfljscii’ 
obtaining hisreleasefromiinprisonment, through theexertionsefAbdur- Gliciain, 
rezauk the son of Ahmed Meymundi, and advancing in the latter part 
of thefour hundred and forty third of the Hidjerah.:|: towards Gheznin; 

Sultan Ally, on intelligence of his approach, abandoned his power 
without an effort. after having enjoyed itfor a period ofabout two years. 

ABDURRAsniD the son of Mahmud Ghauzzy, eighth of the race 
of Sebekteg'gin, and tenth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

On the premature flight of Sultan Ally, the throne af Gheznin was 
quietly taken possession of by Abdurrashid; and the abdicated monarch 
being soon overtaken by his adversaries, was immured from the eyes 


Dceeraber 21si, A. D. 1049. + December 28tb, 1049. 

t MarcborApiil, 1052. 
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A. H. 443. of tlie public in the fortress of Deidy. The power of his successor, was 
not however destined to experience any considerable duration. To* 
Haujeb, a T urkish chief, educated under the protection of Sultan 
Moil dud the son of Mhssloud, had been entrusted by that monarch 
with the government of Seiestaun ; and about this period declaring his 
independence, proceeded towards Gheznin. Abdurrashid retired into 
the citadel as soon as the insurgent was known to have approached 
within five farsangs* of the metropolis ; of which, the ursiirper soon 
fn ^Xi^of tL master, the castle made no extraordinary resistance. Ab- 

moiiarclis of durrashid with all the surviving sons of Silltan Mahmud, nine m num- 
Gheznin. ber, now fell into the hands of Toghrel, by whom they were every one 
of them immediately put to death. The usurper then forcibly espoused 
the daughter of Musshoud, and thesister of his benefactor; and assum- 
ing the royal authority, together with the eternal execration of man- 
kind has been branded to posterity by the title ofToglirel the traitor-— 
Tog h rel-Kavffer-Nmimmet. 

Noushtekein Haujeb Kherkheiz, one of the principal Ameirs of 
Gheznin, who held at this period the government of that part of Hin* 
dustaun extending to the frontiers of Dehly, which had reluctantly 
submitted to the yoke of the Mahoramedans, received intelligence of 
the usurpation with equal horror, and displeasure ; and he determined 
without delay to subdue and chastize the author of it. He wrote, how- 
ever, in the first instance to upbraid the daughter of Mfissaoud, and 
thenobles of Gheznin, with their ignominious acquiescence in the pro- 
ceedings of the traitor. Several of the chiefs, who still privately cher- 
ished the design of vengeance against the usurper, spurred on by the 
just reproaches conveyed in the letters from Noushtekein, immediately 
formed a conspiracy to destroy the ungrateful rebel: and accordingly, 
when he had been suffered to indulge himself in his dream of sovereign 
power for a period of forty days, and while he was giving audience to 
his court, seated on the throne of the warlike and victorious Mahmud, 
that public opportunity w^ selected by the conspirators for the ex- 
ecution of their vengeance ; theodioiis usurper being suddenly attacked, 

* Seventeen English miles, and 128 yards, at 6000 yards to the farsang, ortliree miles, a 
quarter, and 280 yards. 
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«Dd hewed to pieces on the spot. The reign of Abdunrashid appears A. H. 444-5». 
to have terminated in less than a twelve month. A^D. io-jS a S. 

Fl’rrt'khzai'd the son of Miissaoud, ninth of the race of Sebek- . 
teggin, and eleventh of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

Soon after the accomplishment of this deserved and signal act of 
vengeance, Noiishtekein Kherkheiz arrived at Gheznin; and discover- 
ing on inquiry that tiiere still survived in the castle, three of the race FraavKazAco, 

of Sebektcggin.Furrukhzaud, Ibrauhim, and Shuja, the nobles concur- 

. VI arciLaofuuezuia* 

red with him in allotting the throne to tne rormer ; who was accordingly 

brought from his prison, and invested with the authority of his an- 
cestors. 

Early in the reign of this prince, encouraged by the revolutions FerishtaL, 
which appeared to convulse the monarchy of Gheznin, Ameir Daoud, 
or David, of the raceofSeljiik, hastened towards that capital, to take 
advantage of the supposed prevailing troubles, lie was, however, gal- 
lantly opposed in the field by Xoushtekein with the troops of Fur- 
rukhzaud ; and totally defeated with infinite loss of baggage and equip- 
ment, in a conflict which endured from sun rise to the close of day, and 
in which the adverse squadrons appeared to aim at nothing less than 
mutual extermination. The troops of Furrukhzaud, with their tri- 
umphant general, 'returned with glorv’to.the metropolis. 

This victory having produced sufficient stability to the power of 
Furrukhzaud, that prince with a victorious army and formidableequip* 
nieiits, now proceeded towards the province ofKhorassaun; while on 
the part of the house of Seljuk, Kcdlisaurek, one of their most distin- 
guished generals, with a numerous force, hastened to oppose his march. 

Another dreadful conflict ensued, which like many that preceded it. 
might easily have surpassed the eloquence of the historian todescribe : 
but which, however, again terminated in favor ofthe arms ofFurrCtkh- 
zaud; Kellisaurek, or Kallisaurek, and several others of the Seljukian 
commanders becoming his prisoners. Intelligence of this last defeat 
of his troops being conveyed to Tchegher, sometimes called Jaufler 
Beg, a third army was immediately dispatched by that prince, to re- 
trieve these accumulated misfortunes, under the orders of his own son, 
the renowned and warlike Alep Arslan. Victory now changed sides; 
the brave and able Noushtekein Kherkheiz was defeated by that illus- 
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A. H. 450 . trious prince, and many of the Gheznkn Ameirs were destined in 
D- their turn to experience the erils of captivity. Having thus reestab- 
Ferishtah, ijgjigd the superiority of his arms, Alep Arslan appears to have for- 
borne the prosecution of his victorious career, and to have returned 
in all the pomp of triumph to the presence of his father. In the mean 
■time, to evince his respect for the character of his illustrious adversary, 
Furrhkhzaud determined on the immediate and gratuitous enlargement 
of Kellisaurek, and his associates in captivity, whom he accordingly 
dismissed with splendid Khelauts. This act of liberality produced a 
corresponding sentiment on .the part of the Seljukians, by whom the 
wdiole of the Gheznian prisoners were, in a similar manner, immedi- 
ately restored to liberty and their friends. 

About a twelve-month previous to his death, Furrfikhzaud, who is 
differentlyrepresentedintheRouzut-ussuffa,andtlie Tarikhguzeidah, 
by the former as the son of Mdssaoud, and by the latter as that of Ab- 
durrashid, was exposed to considerable danger from the treachery of 
his slaves; who formed a conspiracy to destroy him while in his bath. 
The assassins had succeeded in forcing their way to his person, and 
were hastening to the execution of their nefarious design, when the de- 
fenceless monarch, by a fortunate exertion, possessed himself of one 
of their scimitars ; with which he contrived to protect himself until his 
attendants, becoming apprized ofthe danger, rushed into the apartment, 
and put the conspirators to the sword. This attempt produced such 
an effect upon the mind of the prince, that he ever afterwards evinced 
a contemptuous indifference for the things of this world, as in con- 
stantexpectation of the period at which he was to leave it. After areign 
of sixyears, he died of a cholic, or complaint in the bowels, in the very 
flower of life, and in the four hundred and fiftieth year of the Hidjerah. 

Abul MfizufferlBRAUHiM the son of Musshoud, tenth of the race 
■ of Sebekteggin, and twelfth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

Succeeding to the diadem of his ancestors on the demise of hisbro- 
Ibraukim prince, in the early part of his reigm, entered into a treaty of 

Xlltli ofthe peace with the house of Seljuk ; which must at this period have been 
GhezDuvi- represented by the able and warlike Alep Arslan, and not by his son 
’ Melek Shah, as described by Ferishtah, who did not succeed to the 
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dominions of his father, as 'vrill he seen hereafter, until the four hun- a. H, 45C-5O0. 
dred and sixtv-fiitli of the Hidicrah. 

Of the two expeditions successfully conducted into Hindustaun by K“o!aui-.c;- 
Siiltan ibrauhimjitwouldbehereuiinecessaiy toenteriiito tiienarra- 
tive. The curious reader will doubtless find themsuliiciently detailed 
in the translation of Perish tail by colonel Scott: at allei'ents, ail that can 
be requisite to be apprized of on the subject, may be seen with advan. 
tage from the elaborate pen of Mr. Maurice, in his more recent history 
of that harrassed,and most intere.sting country. We shall be contented 
with stating that he Lears witli historians in general, the character of 
a just and pious prince, uniformly distitguisled tor the most liberal 
and didusive charity ; and that he died in the four hundred and ninety 
second of the liiiljerah,* after a protracted reign, oftwoandfoiU lunar 
years. 

MfssAoi'D the third, the son of Ibrauhim, eleventh of the race of 
Sclektesa’in, and thirteenth of the monarchs ofGheznin. 

Surpassing in the benevolence of his manners and in the liberality of Ftrithtah. 
his disposition, this prince early signalized his love of justice by abo- 
lishing the arbitrary contributions levied upon the people by hisprede- 
cessors, and by confirming to the relatives of his blood, and to the 
Ameirsofh is court, thepossessions allotted to theinbySultanlbrauhim : 
and he contrived to secure himself against the hostile enterprizes of JicssAori), ind 
the house of Seljuk, by marrying the princess Mebed-e-lrak, (the era- amiXinth (a'tbe 
die of Irak) the daughter of Melek Shah, and sister of Sultan Sunjur. 

In the reign of Mussaoud the third, being advanced to the dignity 
of lieutciiaiit general of Hindustaun, (to be understood in this place, 
however, and indeed for the most part where it occurs in the history 
of the Gheznuvides, as comprehending little more than thecountries of 
thePunjaub) HaujebToghatekein, led a body of troops from Labour 
across the Ganges ; and pushing his conquests beyond those of any 
former general of Issliim, the victorious Mahmud alone excepted, and 
renewing the cruel scenes of pillage and desolation, extended through 
the country by that remorsekss conqueror, he was sudored to return 
in triumph to the capital ofhis government. 

, xliter a reign of tixteen rears unmolested bv untoward events, or 
by turbulence iii tun shape, Sultan Mussaoud became, iu the five hun- 
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dred and eiglith of the Hidjerah, an inmate of the abodes of eternal 
rest. 

It is affirmed on the authority of the Tarikh guzeidah, that on the 
death of Massaoud, his son Kummaul-ud-doulah Sheirzaud ascended 
the throne of Gheznin ; but that he was cut off, at the expiration of a 
twelvemonth, that is to say, some time in the five hundred and ninth of 
the Hidjerah, by his brother Arslan Shah ; although the narrative of 
other historians has introduced the reign of the latter, without interme- 
diation, next after that of Mussaoud. 

Arslan’ Shah son of Mussaoud, twelfth of the race of Sehekteggin, 
and fourteenth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

It appears, at all events, that having, by some measure of violence, 
usurped the diadem of Gheznin, Arslan Shah proceeded to seize, and 
imprison, all of his surviving brothers that he could lay hands on ; but 
one of these, Behram Shah, escaping for protection to the court of his 
uncle, Sultan Sunjurtheson of Melek Shah, who at this period presided 
over Kliorassaun, as the lieutenant of his brother Mahommed, that 
prince accompanied the illustrious exile, at the head of a powerful 
army, towards Gheznin ; defeated and expelled the usurper, and suc- 
ceeded in seating Behram Shah on the throne of Mahmild. Arslan 
Shah availing himself however of the return of SAltan Sunjur into 
Khorassaun, immediately recoiled upon his brother ; whom he compel- 
led a second time to throw himself upon the protection of his uncle. 
Every expedient was now resorted to, on the part of Arslan Shah, to 
divert that prince from espousing the caiiseofhis brother; and among 
others, his mother, the Mehed-e-Irak, formerly adverted to, was en- 
trusted with the sum of two hundred thousand dinaurs^ in order to 
purchase the forbearance of Sultan Sunjur. The latter disdained how- 
ever all proposals to abandon the support of his nephew ; and again 
advancing towards Gheznin, within a league of that metropolis gave 
battle to Arslan Shah with his usual good fortune ; thelatter being again 
totally defeated, inagreat measure, through the distinguished gallantry 
of Abul Fazzel prince of Seiestaun, who had accoinpanied Sultail 
Sunjur on this last expedition. Arslan Shah made the best of his way 
into the territory beyond the Indus, while his victorious antagonist 

91, eael. 13s. 4d. 
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{troceedcd to take possession of Gheznin ; and having remained at that A, H. y,s■n^ 

place for a period of forty days, he once more committed the govern- 

ment to Beliram Shah, and returned into Khorassatin, Ttitoauil;. 

On information that the Seljukian was again withdrawn into his 
own province, Arslan Shah, assembling a fresh army among the troops 
of the Punjauh, and of the other provinces ot Hindustaun which had 
been subiugated to the authoritv of the race of Sebektecjin, ad- 
vanced towards Glieznin, for the third time, to contend with his bro- 
ther, for the throne of Mahmud. Behrani Shah who felt himself still 
unequal to such a contest on the strength of his own resources, found 
it expedient on this occasion to retire to the fortress of Bamian. The 
poworofhis uncle was. however, again sucoessiully exerted in his behalt ; 
the usurper Arslan Shah was expelled for the last time from Gheznin, 
and sought an asylum among the Afghan tribes : but being pursued 
by the troops of Sultan Sunjur, he was immediately taken and deli- 
vered up to his brother, by whom the views of an aspiring and turbulent 
ambition were now finally terminated by the all-subduing stroke of 
death. This event is said to have taken place in the five hundred and 
twelfth of the Hidjerah, when he had, at intervals, possessed the sover- 
eign power, for a periodof about three years. We find itfurther stated 
that, during the turbulent and unsettled government of Aislan Shah, 
the greater part of the city of Gheznin was consumed, by lightning 
from heaven. 

Sultan Alla-ud-doiilah Beheam Shah the son ofhlussaoud, thir- 
teenth of the race of Sebekteggin, and fitteenth of the nionarclis of 
Glieznin. 

Without entering into the details of Ferishtah it will be sufficient 
for our purpose to relate, that on liis permanent accession to thethrone 
of his ancestors, Behram Shah evinced not less by his love of justice, 
and his attachment to the society of the learned, than by the splendour behkam Shah, 
and magnificence of his actions, that he was worthy ot his exalted Xt thot’tlwmGn- 
destiuv. To him was dedicated the first translation, trom Arabic into 
Persian, of the Kaleila Dumna, thefables of Beidpai, an Indian sage, 
originally so called. A translation from the language of India, into' 

Pehlvv, the ancient idiom of the Persians, had been ot old, and with 
Biuch labour and dilticiilty, executed by the enlightened Biizurtche- 

2e2 
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A. IJ. 512 - 47 . tn^h'er, the minister of Nousliirvaun ; and from Pehlvy into Arabic by 
A. 0 , 1118 - 52 , Eben-ul-MokeimiaintlietimeofHaruurashid. This latter was probably 
i'erishiah. , the copy now translated under the patronage of Behram Shah. From 
the more abstruse and obscure stile in which it still stood, it was finally 
rendered into more familiar and intelligible Persian, rejecting the Ara- 
bic measures, or verse, altogether, and denominated the Akwar So- 
ijEYLY — the lightsofthestarCanopus — in thetimeof Sultan Husscyuc 
blirza of the house of Sefify, by Mulla Husseyne Wauzz theKauslie- 
fite. The IMekhzin-ul-e'ssraur, or magazine of mysteries, of Nizarainy, 
was another work composed under the patronage of Behram Shah, 
Sultan Behram Shah is stated to have been engaged in several expe- 
ditions to the territory beyond the Indus, principally directed to chas- 
tize the refractory proceedings of MahommedBahlim; who had been 
constituted lieutenant general of Labour, under the authority of Arslan 
Shah, and who had presumed to display the standard of hostility against 
that of his ultimately triumphant brother. On the twenty seventh of 
Ramzaun, of the five hundred and twelfthof the Hidjerah, he fell how- 
ever into the hands of the royal armies ; but after a short detention in 
imprisonment, his offence was overlooked, and he was restored to his 
post, of lieutenant general of the Mussulman conquests in Hiudustaun. 

Availing himsellj however, of theSultan’s return to Gheznin, Mahoiii- 
med Bahlim proceeded, among the mountains of Sewaulik, to erect the 
fortress of Nagur; w'here, as in an impregnable asylum, he secured his 
fmnily and most valuable effects. Then raising a numerous force of 
Arabs, Persians, KhiljianTurksand Afghans, and with their assistance, 
obtaining repeated advantages over the surrounding infidel states, he 
became by degrees so elated Avith his good fortune, that he raised his 
views at last to the aim of independent conquest, and sovereign po wer^ 
This occasioned the second expedition of Behram Shah. . In the neiglr- 
bqrhood of Multaun, that monarch was again met by the ungrateful 
rebel, accompanied by his ten sons ; and was opposed rvith an obstinacy 
which, ill the language of the orientals, had been seldom exhiluted to 
the vaulted expanse of heaven. The just punishment of ingratitude 
was, however, at last, once more signally exemplified in the total defeat 
of Bahlim ; who, lAith the wdiole of his ten sons, plunging in the preci- 
pitation of their' flight, into a marsh-pit, or quagmire, _they were, w'ithall 
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that accomiianicd them, entirely swallowed up. not arestijroftliC'liorse a. H. .545-47. 

or his rider Lein^ ever discovered. lLvir<' thus successfuily viiidi- iioa-53. 
cated his autbovity, Bchram Shah, ieavin:; the territorj'oi the Pnniuub f^'hiirou. 
to the care of Salaur Husseyne. returned to enjoy the rruitsof his vic- 
tory, ill the bosom of his capital. 

Unfortunately conceivin::. towards the close of his reisn, some cir- 
cuinstanceofdispleasiireagainstKutbuddeinMahommedGhourv, who 

appears to have been his son in law, the Sultan caused him to be put 
to death. On wliich, to avenge the injury. Seyf-uJ-deia Sury the bro- 
ther of the deceased, immediately marched an army to the attack of 
Glieznin ; while Bchram Shah consideriiia: himself, it seems, urieoual 
to the defence of his capital, abandoned it to the invader, and withdrew 
to Kermaun : not the weii knoivn province of that iifune, but a city 
standing mid-way between Ghc-znin and the Indian territory, in pos- 
session ofthe Afghans; who, from its sitaation among the hills, and the 
nature of the country unfavorable to the operations of cavairv. had 
made it their principal abode. Seyf-ud-dein entered Ghezuin with- 
out resistance, and relying oa the tractable temper of the inhabitants, 
ventured to send back his brother Alla-iid-dein, with mostof liis e.K- 
pc-rienced commanders, and the greater part of his array, to their na- 
tive country. But although he continued to conduct himself with 
uniform moderation towards the citizens, and no sort of disposition to 
oppress or ill-treat them, had been in any instance evinced on the part 
of his foliowers, the people of Ghezuin, with every outward demon- 
stration of attachment tothegovernmentofSeyf-iKl-clcin. still cherished 
a desire for the return of their legitimate sovereign; with whom it was 
not difficult, privately, to open a correspondence. 

Accordingly when wiuttr set in, and the drifting snows had com- 
pletely intercepted the communication through the monntains of 
Gbour,BehramShah atthe head ofa considerable bodyof Arghan.s,aud 
Khiljies, and other uncivilized tribes ofthe desert, appeared in the 
neighborhood ofGheznin. ’ll'hen there remained, however, adistance 
of not more than two or three farsangs between him and his capit il, 

Seyf-ud-dein received intelligence of his approach ; and, eonnding to 
thtir hollow professions of attachment, entered into consultation with 
the men of Ghezuin, whether he should abide the issue oi'a conllict 
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4.H. 54947. with bis adversary, or withdraw towards Gbour. The people ofGhez- 
A. D. 1150-52. stedfast to their hypoeritical design, and forgetful of their obli- 
feri^htab, gation as honest counsellors, at the moment they were determined to 
betray him, urged the unwary prince by every consideration to give 
battle to the Shah. Seyf-ud-dein, adds Ferishtah, like Moutummen,* 
betrayed by those whose counsels were actuated by an attachment 
to the interests of the enemy, quitted Gheznin accordingly ; and at the 
head of the inhabitants, accompanied by a slender guard of Ghouri- 
ans, drew out to oppose the further advance of Sultan Behram. But 
before he had been yet permitted to put forth those proofs of military 
skill and exertion, which might have been apprehended from his for- 
mer fame, the men of Gheznin seized his persoui and perfidiously de- 
livered him up to his mortal enemy. 

Thus unexpectedly betrayed, Seyf-ud-dein wasnow mounted, by the 
instructions of Sultan Behram,with his face blackened, on a halfstarved 
and disabledbullock ; andin thatstate he was paraded througlithestreets 
of Gheznin, exposed to the mockery and derision of the women and 
children, and of the white-beards of the whole city ; who followed in 
the train, to insult and upbraid him with their abusive and opprobrious 
clamours. He was then put to death with every species of ignominy 
and torture, that the most inveterate cruelty could put in practice, and 
hishead was ultimately taken olfandtransmittedtoSfiltanSunjur; while 
Seyud Mudjid-ud-dein who had oiTiciated as prime minister, was ei- 
ther impaled, or suspended to a gibbet. 

Burning with indignation, at the horrible intelligence which reached 
him of his brother’s fate, Allk-ud-dein HfisseyneSiiry determined on 
immediate vengeance; and, forthatpurposemarchedshortlyaftervvardsj 
with an army long inured to the conflicts of death, towards Gheznin: 
while Behram Shkh, on his part, on information of his approach, as- 
sembled his troops, and proceeded from his capital with equal reso- 
lution and diligence, to give him battle. He dispatched, however; in 
the first instance, an agent to AlM-ud-dein, to warn him of the fearful 
consequences of his rash, and unprofitable design ; to admonish him* 
before it was yet too late, to recede from his vindictive projects ; for 
* Ad vtrting to the transactions in which that prince was engaged with his brother Ameiu. 



Hiat the hardy i^varriors, the iron-hodied elephant?, which he hadpre- k, H. stj-tt, 
pared to cruslihim, were thousands in numher— -To beware therefore, hy 
committing his fate to a conflict so dreadful, ofbringiRy, at one blo« » f 
inevitable destruction upon his whole race. By -\Sla-ud dein it was 
announced to him, in reply, that the recent act of barbarous cruelty of 
which he was the author, was a manifest presage, on the contrary, of 
the impending dovvnfal of the Ghezniiiaa monarchy; that when the 
monarch of a civilized nation led his armies asaiust the territory of a 
neighboring state, though the consequences might be often destructive 
to many valuable and innocent individuals, yet, they were never ac- 
companied by those circumstances of barbarous cruelty and insult, 
which had disgraced his conduct towards the unfortunate Seyf-ud-dein, 

“Doubt not” concluded the Ghourian. “ that providence, in its just 
“retribution, and as a conspicuous and fearful example to the world, 

“ will crown my hopes of revenge with victory. Let not Behrain Shah 
“ repose too securely on the vaunted strength of bis elephants — For 
“though he have his elephants, have I not my warlike, and invinci- 
“ ble Kliermeiis” ? adverting to two brothers of that name, the elder 
and the younger, distinguished, among the Ameirs of Alla-ud-deiu’s 
army, for their martial prowess and superior strength. 

The annunciation of this reply is said, at all events, to have commu- 
nicated an unfavorable impression to the mind of Behrain Shah, al- 
though he contrived to conceal his uneasiness from the observation of 
his followers ; and the armies continuing to approach, a battle became 
at length; no longer avoidable. In tiie course of the action, the elder, 
or greater Khermeil rushed into the conflict, with the impetuous fury 
of the animal ho was about to assail, and singling out one of the Shah’s 
largest and noblest elephants, buried his d igger in its bowels ; the 
animal sunk down upon its assailant, and both immediately perisln^d 
together. The younger Khermeil, more fortunate, killed his elephant, 
and escaped without injury. 

In effect the other elephants are stated upon this, like a herd of ox en 
or buflaloes, to have fled terror-stricken through the field ; and Alia- 
ud-dein Hussevne, with his Ameirs, inadetermined and violent effort 
directed towards the person of Behrain Shah, already half subdued by 
superstitious terrors.gavetotheGhezuiansadreadiulexperienceoithek 
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A. H. &47. agility and adroitness in the work of death. Doulut Shah the son of 
BehramShah, the lieutenant general of his father’s armies, a brave and 
Feiisiitab. ggldier, had long since fallen in the conflict; and the wretched 

parent bereaved of heart and hand, now fled from the field of battle, 
directing his flight towards the Indus : but unable to suiwive the loss 
of his son, in addition to his other misfortunes, he became soon after- 
wards the victim of his sorrows. He died, after a diversified reign of 
five and thirty years, in the five hundred and forty seventh of the Hid- 
jerah. 

Khossrou Shah the sonofBehram Shah, fourteenth of the race 
ofSebekteggin, and sixteenth of the monarchs of Gheznin, 
Notwithstanding the above relation it is now asserted, as given on the 
testimony of the best established history, that Behram Shah dying at 
Gheznin, his son KhossrouShah was raised, by the united concurrence 
of the nobles, to the throne of his ancestors. But intelligence, at the 
same period, successively arriving of the approach of Alla-ud-dein 
Husseyne, thenew monarch with liis court and the whole ofhisfiunily,. 
immediately withdrew beyond the Indus, and fixed his residence at 
Lahour, The Ghourian then entered Gheznin, causing it to be pub- 
KhosssocShah, licly announced, to the forsaken and unfortunate inhabitants, that they 
arclis'irfOliemin means to consider themselves therefore exempted fl’ora the- 

destiny of a city captured byassault— The accumulated horrors of pil- 
lage, massacre, and desolation. For the space of seven days, accord- 
ingly, nothing was omitted on the part of the revengeful conqueror, to 
make that unhappy city experience through all its quarters, every cir- 
cumstance of outrage, that could be dictated by the most furious and 
malignant passions. The Ghourian hadbeen moreover apprized, that 
when Seyf-ud-dcin was so ignominiously exposed through their streets, 
the women of Gheznin had been particularly active in railing at, and 
insulting the unfortunate captive, to the sound of their cymbals and 
tahrets ; he therefore condemned great numbers of them to atone with 
their lives for that imprudent exhibition of female malignity. Having 
rendered himself memorablebythisconspicuous exampleof vengeance, 
Allu-ud'dein quitted Gheznin, and withdrew towards his native country ; 
marking his route by burning and demolishing every structure, wdthin 
iis. reach, that might in any shape, have belonged tO' the race of Sebek* 
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tecdn ; whence lie derived the appehation of Ai’i-nrl-dein .iahaun- a. 

K*uz— the conrlagrator. In retaliation for the death of Seyud Mudjid- 

nd-d-i-in his brotherV minister, he canned a number of the Sevuds ot ibn.-ijtiji 
Gh 'znin to be conducted Im Feyrouzkoh, each with a br-r of earth 
siHoended to his neck : where oa their arrival they were ali iK-’ieaded, 
and the earth of which they had been the bearers, being mixed nn into 
mortar "with their biOoJ, was applied to construct the towers of t.is 
castle of that place. 

Relviiii on rae assistance of Saltva Suniitr the Seljukiun. Khossrou 
Shall hastened, on the departure of A ihi-ad-dein. at the hteid of a power- 
ful army from L-'hour for the purpose of receverin'i Ms capital. 

Siiltan Sunjur bavinaihet a. i owever, about this period, cierc-ated and 
t.k-'a by the Ghozzim T-rk.nauns. and the latter advanciiii with 
considera’-le expedition towards Gh.-miin, Khossroti Shah declineu a 
contr-stwith those b.trbarians. ami rL^ruriied to Lahour. TheGhozzians 
coiuinu ’d in possession of Ghez.rln for two* years afterwards, when 
it was wrested from them by some of the Ghouriim princes; fro n whoa 
at the expiration of a further interval, not exactly stated, it was again 
taken by Khossrou Alelek, of whom hereafter. 

from other authorities it would however, it seems, appear that when 
Khossrou Shah lied into the territorv eastvvardof the Indus, from the 


dreaded vengeance ofAlia-ud-dein j ihansoiiz, the Ghoiirian proceeded 
to add to his other conquests those ofTikken. or perhaps Bikkenabad, 
Gurrumsevr,and ivandahaur; w hich leaving to the miaiajementof his 
nephew Sultan Gheyauth-ud-clein Alahommed, he witiulrew as fer- 
meriy into G hour. But Khossrou Shah returning w^i th aformidable army 
from the Punjaub, tor the purpose of repossessing himself of Gbeznin, 
he received from Alia-ud-dein overtures towards a treaty of peace; in 
W'hich it was proposed that the city and castle of Bikkcnabad should 
be ceded to the Ghourian, and that the Shah should be satisfied with 
the restoration of his capital. These terms lieintj peremptorily re- 
jected by Khossrou, A Ua-ud-dein is stated to have conveyed to him a 
stanza of four lines to the following effect. “ That vengeance of which 
“ the foandaticn was laid bv thv father — hath already wrought sulfi* 


^ Tilt: uwausciipt ia my posse^aiuashevfs ten years. 
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a, H. 555 - 80 . “ dent mischiefamongtlie nations of the earth— Bewate ! lest for the 
A. D. 1160-84. „ gjjjgjg paltry district of Bikkenabad, thou give the entire of the 
rerislitah. n g^pire of Mahmud to the winds of heaven.” Khossrou had been 
encouraged to reject these proposals by his reliance on the support of 
Sultan Sunjur, as above related ; but becoming unexpectedly apprized 
of the irretrievable misfortune which had befallen that prince, he was 
again compelled to retire to Labour; where, afteraprecariousand turbu- 
lent reign of seven years, he ultimately died, in the five hundred and 
fifty-fifth* of the Hidjerah. 

Khossrou Melee the son of Khossrou Shah fifteenth of the race 
of Sebekteggin, seventeenth and last of the monarohs of Gheznin. 

Succeeding to the sovereign power on the death of his father at 
Labour, this prince is represented to have signally augmented the splen- 
dor of that metropolis, by several memorable proofs of a just and bene- 
volentspint. For some time he contrived to secure tohis authority, the 
whole of the countries which had been subjugated eastward of the 
tHossRouMELEir, Indus, by bis predecessors, the Sultans Ibrauhim, and Behram Shah, 
tvilthandtestoftlie Shahaub-ud-dein Mahommed the Ghourian, the nephew of Alla- 
’ ud-dein, not satisfied with his acquisition of the metropolis of his an- 
cestors, now extended his ambitious views to bereave him of his re- 
remaining dominions in Hindustaun. Having previously reduced 
Paishawer, the country of the Afghans, Mfiltaun, and Sind, he at 
length appeared, in the five hundred and seventy sixth of the Hidjerah, | 
under the walls of Labour. Unable to contend with the invader in 
the field of battle, Khossrou M^lek withdrew into the city ; but by 
the delivery of his infant son Melek Shah as an hostage, together with 
his best and finest elephants, into the hands of his besieger, he suc- 
ceeded in redeeming himself from present subjugation ; the Ghourian 
consenting to return this time to Gheznin short of his object. 

Four years afterwards however, namely, in the five hundred and 
eightieth of the Hidjerah,^ Sultan Shahaub-ud-dein resumed his hos- 
tile designs, and appeared a second time before the walls of Labour, 
Khossrou MMt k securing himself, as formerly, within the fortifications 
of the town. But as the reduction of this celebrated city appears to 

* A. D. 1160. t A. D. 1180. J A. D. 1184. 
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have been an enterprize still beyond his means to accomplish, the A. H. 58fl^. 
Ghourian was compelled once more to abandon it ; and he proceeded P- 1184-8 6. 
to erect the fortress of Siaulkote, about sixty miles to the northward 
of Labour, and twenty to the eastward of Rotas on the Behat : possibly 
to over-awe the capital of the Punjaub, and to secure his own access 
whenever he found it convenient toresume hisproject. Then con)iiclin» 
the defence of the new fortress to one of his bravest officers, he returned 
to Gheznin. Siaulkote was invested, immediately on the departure of 
Shahaub-ud-dein, by Kfaossrou Melek assisted by a body of Goggers, 

Kahkares, or Gickers, but without success. 

In the mean time convinced, by repeated failure, that all attempts 
to reduce Labour by open force would be in vain, Shahaub-ud-dein 
determined at last on having recourse to stratagem, for the attainment 
of his ends. For this purpose, affecting to have laid aside all further 
views of his hostility towards Khossrou Melek, he proceeded in the 
live hundred and eighty second of the Hidjerah,* to equip his hostage 
Mclek Shah, now about ten years of age, with all things suitable to 
his birth, and dismissed him to pay a visit to his father at Labour, in 
charge of certain of his officers, in whose discretion he could with con- 
fidencerepose. These he privately instructedto excite and encourage 
in the young prince a propensity for drinking: to employ every device 
in their power to retard his journey ; and for that purpose to make 
as many halts as possible during their progress. Delighted beyond 
measure at the intelligence which was conveyed to him, of the ap- 
proaching interview with hislong absent child, Khossrou MCdek in the 
contemplation of that single object, abandoned his usual circumspec- 
tion ; and reposing a blind confidence in the pacific and friendly views 
of the Ghourian, entirely resigned himself to a scene of mirth andfes- 
tivity. “ In that tlirone and state,” observes the author, quoting a 
saying of the Persians, “ there must arise confusion and sorrow — where 
the foresight of the prince is inferior to that of the shepherd for his 
“ flock.” Thus while the young MMek Shah was prosecuting his 
journey, Shahaub-ud-dein suddenly quitted Gheznin at the head of 
twenty thousand cavalry lightly equipped, and furnished with one or 

»A. D. 118 S, 
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A. II. 582 . twosparehoreeseacbforeKpeditioir.anclproceedingbyacircultousroute 
A. D. 1188 . marches, appeared unexpectedly in sightof Labour ; when, 

r aisbtiih. early one morniug, the wretched Khossrou M^lek awoke troui liis deli- 
rium of security, to behold the oppositebanks of the Rauvy swarming 
with the menacing squadrons of the adversary. The unhappy monarch 
deprived of all resource, in terms sufficiently abject, besought the 
mercy, and proceeded to the presence of bis betrayer : and thus, about 
tbefivehundredandeighty second of the Hidjerah, without the slight- 
est resistance, without a single struggle, the city of Labour, however 
strongly fortified, submitted to Shahaub-ud-dein ; and the empire op 
Sebekteggin, after it had subsisted altogether fora period of twohundred 
and seventeen lunar, or two hundred and eleven solar years, was finally 
transferred to the dinasty of the’Ghourians. 

At the hazard ofits being already before the public from the deline- 
ation of a far abler pen, this sketch of the subversion of the empire of 
Gheznin,orGlKzay, has been almost literally translated from Ferish- 
tah ; that which we derivd from the author of the Kliokiussat-ul- 
akhbaur, being too meagre and defective to be presented, with any 
justice, to the English reader. 

Our abridgement must now be employed to furnish some account of 
Of the Fatimite the ImnavHiaii^ or ftf/i wife sovereigns, whose authority extended for 
KhalifiolFgypf, ^ considerable period over Egypt, and the region of Africa immediatuly 
west of that celebrated province. 

A. H. 298 . The firstof this race who assumed the sovereign power, is stated to 
have been Abfil Kaussem Mahohmed the son of Abdullah, who bore 
Kiioiaiiisut- j.|)g tj^]g Qp Meliedy, represented by some of the Issmauilian Schis. 
matics, as well as by many of the more orthodox Suiinihs, as adesceud* 
ant fromlssmauil theeldest son of Jauft'er-us-saudek, thesfri/t Imamu. 
Mahommed '^^*^^** however stigmatized with malediction tins 

Mehkdv, Lt of assumed extraction of Mehedy ; and other Mosslems appear to have 
that race. considered him as of the stock of A bdullah , the son of Salem tlie Bas- 

sorite. The Issmauilians, nevertheless, persist in maintaining that 
the Mehedy of history, and of tradition, strictly refers to the subject 
of this article; and moreover appeal to a prediction of the Arabian 
prophet importing “ that, at the ch'Se of the third century, (of the Hid- 
jerah) a sun, or great luminary, should arise in the western parts of 
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the world elloiinc that tl'.e sr>i in this prediction fignratively ap; lies », it. ura-sJT. 
to Mahoinmod tlie son of Abiluikh, tho Ih'.tiniite. Be that however a. l>. 
asit niay,th;sAbul KaussemMAHOMMEo Meliedy revoltinzin Africa, 
under the reicn of the Khalif Muktc-kl'.*, in the two hundred and 




ninety-sixth of the Hidjerah, subdued to his po'vt: the 2 rei:t.'r part 
of the territory on the southere shore of the Mediterranean, westrard 
of Egypt: and having reigned with coasideraitle spiendor tor aperijd 
of six and twenty years, he died in the three hundred and twenty 
second of the iiidjerah,* at the age of sixty two. 

Un Kaeih D’imr Illah Ahmes the son of Mahomraed, second of 
the Issinauiliaa Khalifs. 


This prince was t’ne iegitiinate successor to his flitlier’s power: but 
towards the close of his reisrn, a school master of the name of Ahii 
Yezzeid revoltingagainsthisaiUhority, audbeinarjoineelby a multitude 
of the turbulent and disaiiectecl, he was defeated in battle, and com- „ 
peiied to shut himself up in the fortress of Mehediah, on the sea coast (,,■ j.j 
easUvard of Kairwan. There he was besieged by the insurgents, and 
in that situation, dying in the course of the three hundred and thirty 
fourth of the Hidjerah,t after a reign of twelve years, he left a will by 
w hich his surviving son was nominated to succeed. 

VI Munsur-be-kuwut-Ullah IssaiAciLtheson of IT Kkim, third 
of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

Artfully concealing the death of his father this prince, on succeeding 
to the sovereiom authority, with equal gallantry and skill attacked and j;, vrrvsrr. Illd 
defeated his besiegers ; and detaching some of his bravest soldiers in d waulus of 
pursuit of Abu Yezzeid, the rebel was soon taken and brought to his 
presence. The punishment allotted to the unfortunate pedagogue 
was rather a singular one ; he was confined to an iron cage, with an 
ape for his companion ; and having been in that manner exposed for 
several days, he was ultimately consigned to the sword of the e.xecu- 
lioner. 

U1 Munsiir, in the three hundred and forty first of the Hidjcrah, 
quitted this abode of pride and folly at the age of thirty nine, and ai'ter 
an apparently successful reign of seven years. 
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A. H. S4i-ei. Ul-Mfiezz-ud-dein Ullah Abtj xemeim the son of Munsiir, fourth 

A. D. 953-72, of the Issmauilian Khalifs, assumed the sovereign authority in the 
Kbolaussut- 
ti-akbbauiii 

and became a monarch of great power and renown ; having in the pro- 
cess of time subjugated to his dominion many of the African provinces, 
westward of Egypt, which had hitherto successfully resisted the arms 
of his predecessors. 

On the death of K^fdr Ehhshid who held the government of Egypt, 
under the authority of the house of Abbas, the province being about 
the same period afflicted by a dreadful famine, U1 Muezz-ud-dein 
availed himself of the opportunity to dispatch one of his generals of 
the name of Jauher Khaudem, at the head of a great army, and accom- 
panied with an abundant supply of provisions, to take possession of the 

Ui.Mvezzud country. This able commander, who was not improbably an eunuch 
DEiN, lYtliof V n j 1 Ti-Li.- • • 

the Khalifs of accomplished the reduction of that important province some time m 

Egypt. ■ the three hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidjerab,! (while the Khalif ■' 
Muteia swayed the sceptre of the Abbassides;) and pitching his tents 
in the centre of the |!gyptiaii metropolis, proceeded to distribute to the 
famished inhabitants the abundant stores which he had brought for their 
relief. In the course of the same year, and in conformity with the 
instructions of his master, he laid the foundation of a new city, de- 
scribed tobe situated midway between Fostaut, and Misser, and Eyne- 
us-shums, and to which, in honor of his sovereign, he gave the name of 
Kaherah Mhez z iah ; the same that under the more corru pt appt'liation of 
Cairo, and under multiplied vicissitudes, has continued to this day the 
metropolis of the province. The talents of .lauher were next employed 
in the reduction of Alexandria, and finally of Syria, and even Hejauz; 
each of which provinces he is said to have added to the dominions of 
the Issmauilian, gracing the Khotbahand Sikkah throughout the 
whole, with the name of U1 MAezz-ud-dein-Ullab. 

Some years afterwards, namely, in the three hundred and sixty-first 
oftheHidjerah, Mftezz-ud-dein quitted his former residence in Africa, 
and removed to the new city of Kaherah, which he now declared the- 
metropolis of his dominions; and having reigned with distinguished 
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justice, for a period of three and twenty years, and five month?, he A. H. sev*. 
there terminated his mortal career, on Friday the nineteenth of the lat- A. D- 
ter Rebbeia, of the three hundred and sixty fifth of the Hidjerah. K.ho;dUM'it. 

U1 Azziz B’lllah Abu MunsurXEzzACR the son of UI Mnezz ud- 
dein, fifth of the Issmauilian Khalife. 

This prince succeeded to the throne of the Egj'ptian Khalifs immedi- 
ately on thedeathofhisfather; anditisstated as asingular circumstance, 
that among those who pledged allegiance to him on the occasion, were 
his own uncle Hevder, Abul feraut the uncle of his father, and an 

II- , , . , . , , cf the K2id«I» 

uncle Of li IS grandfather; which, it seems, occurred to no other mon- ofE^ypt. 
arch in IsMm, but himself and Harunrashid. He proved a mild, 
benevolent, and virtuous prince; and having reigned in great prosperity 
and splendor for the space of one and twenty years, he died in Rim- 
zaun of the three hundred and eighty sixth of the Hidjerah,* the forty 
second of his age. 

Ul Hakem biramer-lTlah Abfi Ally Muxsce the son ofUl Azziz, 
sixth of the Issmauilian Khalifs, was born at Cairo, and the first of 
Lis race who was a native of that city. During the reign of UI 
Hakem, we are informed that a perso;i professing to be a descendant 
fromHashaumthesonofAbdulm^lek headed an insurrection against the 
authority of the Issmauilians ; but falling, after repeated conflicts; b’i.HAXEM 
into the hands of the ruling power, he was by the direction of Ul Jg. 
Hakem, mounted on a camel, with his legs bound, and a red capon gjpt. 
his head ; while a monkey seated behind him, kepteverand anon, strik- 
ing him on the neck and shoulders with his paws. When the people 
proceeded however at the close of the ceremony, to dismount him 
from the back of the camel, it was found that, either through shame or 
apprehension, the unfortunate culprit was become a lifeless corpse. 

About the twelfth vear of the reign of Ul Hukeiii, such is described 
to have been the profound tranquillity which prevailed throughout 
Egypt, that he forbad the gatesof Cairo to be shut at night, as had been 
previously the practice in times of the greatest security ; while tae 
inhabitants were directed to continue their shops and warehouses open, 
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. A. H. 898 . as in the (3ay time, beeping lighted flambeaus at the head of everj^ 
street ; and in these circumstances the citizens continued to croud the 
Klioiaussut- n:]arket places throughout the night, while the monarch with his courti- 
ul-akhbaur. pj-gp^j^ded the Streets, accessible to the conversation ofall whomightbe 
disposed to address him. On the authority of the Tarikh giizeidah it is 
however stated that in every period of his government, it was the prac- 
tice of U1 Hakem to traverse the streets of his capital in the inamier 
just described ; that on such occasions he usually appeared riding on 
an ass, without the slightest circumstance of pomp or ceremony; profes- 
sing that, like Moses on mount Sinai, he was going to perform his de- 
votions in the presence of God. And finally that such was the zeal with 
which he exerted himself to enforce the rigid observance of the law, 
that he caused all the gardens and vineyards, in the vicinity of Cairo to 
be destroyed, when he found that the people were not to be otherwise 
restrained from the use of wine,and inebriating liquors. Another point 
which he moreover appears to have been singularly studious to accom- 
plish, was to check that unrestrained intercourse between women, 
which he might have conceived eminentlyprejudicial to female purity, 
and domestic happiness, as conducted iu the East ; and tor this purpose 
he prohibited throughout his capital the making of women’s shoes, or 
buskins. 

At the same time, while he scrutinized with such rigid severity the 
irregularities of the public, he is accused of being perfectly indul- 
gent towards the private vices and debaucheries of his own family, 
and domestics, which he appears to have thought ’it but little ex- 
pedient to investigate. Hence, when he had continued to conduct 
his government in this manner for about seven years, the inhabitants 
of Cairo proceeded to dress up the, effigies of a woman, which, with a 
paper in its hand they contrived to plant in the way of Ul Hakem, in 
his usual progress through the streets. Observing tliescroll,the monarch 
hastened to 'seize and peruse it, and was not a little enraged to find 
that it contained a severe and abusive libel on himself and his prede- 
cessors: and in the paroxysm of his fury he gave orders for a genera] 
pillage of his own capital, which terminated in the immediate destruc- 
tion of one half of that unfortunate city. 
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Towards tlje conclusion ofhis reign, €oncelvine,liowever,asaspicjon A. H, 4fl* 
that a libidinous intercourse was carrying on between his own sister, 
and the general of his army, U1 Hakem sought an opportunity of put- 
ting them both to death. But the general becoming apprized of his 
design, determined to avert the danger by entering into an immediate 
conspiracy against the life of its author ; which, in the course of the 
four hundred and eleventh of the Hidjerah, he carried into successful 
execution. 

Accordingto thestatementsoftheRouzut-us-sufia,thedestruction of 
n IJakem was accomplished in the following manner. It was usual 
with him, it seems, to ride out every evening on his ass, to make a circuit 
of the neighboring range of hills which overlooks the city of Cairo ; 
and professing to have attained to singular skill in astrology, he had 
been frequently known to assert, that if, by a particular night which he 
named, no mischief occurred to assail him, he had precisely calculated, 
that he was destined to outlive the age of four-score. On the evening 
which had been thus previously indicated, he was proceeding to take 
his usual ride, when his mother interposed with the most anxious 
intreaties that, for that night, he would not leavehis palace. Forashoit 
time the prince gave way to the importunities of maternal aiFectioa ; 
but urged by an impulse which he could neither resist, nor accountfojr, 
be became afterwards impatient ; and he declared to his mother, that 
if she did not permit him to proceed on his usual excursion, he was 
verily persuaded that his soul would immediately quit her frail enclo- 
sure. On this he left the palace, with the determination not unfre- 
quent with resolute minds, to brave bis destiny. On his arrival at the 
foot of the hill, the conspirators who lay in ambush for his life, rushed 
upon, and easily dispatched him, in the sixty first year of his age, the 
twentv-fifth of his reign. 

UL-ZACHin-un-DEix-rLLAH Abul Hussun Ally the sonof UI 
Hakem, seventh of the Issmauilian Khalifs, 

Having succeeded, withthe concurrence of the distinguished classes 
of the inhabitants of Ul Kaherah, to the throne of Egj'pt ou the assas- ^1],^ 
sination of his father, Ul Zauhir availed himself of the earliest oppor- KbaJifsofB? 
tunity, after the effectual establishment of his power, to dispatch his 

VOL. II. St 
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libidinous aunt,' with her suspected paramour, to the abode where all’ 
things are forgotten, 

After an apparently prosperous reign of sixteen years, Ul Zauhir • 
died, of a dropsical complaint, at the premature age of three and thirty, 
in the four hundred and twenty seventh of the Hidjerah ;* leaving, like 
bis grandsire Ul Azziz, a character distinguished for every virtue that 
could secure for his memory the love and veneration of mankind. 

UlMtjsianserB’Illah Abu Temeim Saud theson ofUl Zauhir, 
eighth of the Issmauilian Khalifs, succeeded to the authority of his 
ancestors, when a minor of seven years of age. 

Of the numerous events, which must have distinguished the unusu- 
ally protracted reign of this prince, there are but two which seem to 
have fixed the attention of ourabbreviator; the first, the appearance in 
Egypt, in the four hundred'and forty-sixth of the Hidjerah, f the nine- 
teenth of Mustanser, of a star of extraordinary magnitude and brilli- 
ancv, which continued for a long time to diffuse its beams with sur- 
prising lustre over the cityof Kaherah. This portended, or at allcvents, 
was followed, by a dreadful scarcity ; during which vast numbers of the 
inliabitants daily perished from hunger and want of food. The next 
was a tremendous earthquake which, on the twelfth day of Rudjub of 
the year four hundred and sixty, ^ shook the city of Kaherah,' and the 
whole land ofEgypt, with such singular and astonishing violence, that 
the very fish in the waters of the Nile became sensible of its effects. 
The mindofMCistanserwasatthesame time so powerfully wrought upon 
by the awful concussion, that, in order to allay the disquietude which 
had seized the hearts of his subjects, he found it expedient to make a 
distribution of his property among the poor, to an incalculable amount. 

The death of Ul Mustanser took place in the four hundred and eighty 
seventh^ of the Hidjerah, when he had swayed the sceptre of Egypt 
for a period of sixty lunar years ; a duration which does not appear to 
have been allotted to the reign of any of the monarchsof IslSim, either 
before or after him. 

. Mfistanser had originally vested the succession in his eldest -son 
^€?zaur, with the title 6f‘Mustaufa-ud-dein Ullah; but unhappilf 

* A. D. 1036, t A. D. lOSl." t Sixteenth of May, A. D. 1003. 
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teliftg offence at some circumstance in the conduct of that prince, he A, H. 487 - 8 S. 
subsequently ordained that he should have no sort of concern with the ^0944 101. 
Khelaufut; which be then transferred to the younger brother U1 ilus- Kbolaussut- 
taully B'ilkh Ahmed. Hence arose, on the death of Mustaaser, an 
inveterate Schrsm among the Issmauilians ; one partv adhering, in 
contbrmity with the fundamental principle of the Sect f to the original 
choice, and contending for the Imaumut of Nezzaur, for whom they 
accordingly claimed the allegiance of the people. Ofthiswasthe 
celebrated Hussun, or Hassan Sabah : while the oiberparty contended 
more successfully for the claims of Ahmed. 

Ul ilL-STACLr.Y B’Illah Ahul Kaussem Ahmed the son of O 
Mustanser, ninth of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

As soon as be conceived himself in secure possession of the throne, 
the first views of this prince were directed to obviate the claims of his 
brother; who declining the contest, tied for the present to Alexandria, 

The governor of that city, a slave ofhis father’s, gave him howeverthe ixt^f- SS 
most distinguished reception, and immediately acknowledged him as of %pt. 
the legitimate successor to the dominions of his family. But a pow- 
erful'force being employed to support the authority of IT Mustaully, 
the governor of Alexandria was taken in battle, and put to death ; and 

Nezzaurbecomingalsothe prisoner ofthe victorious party, wasconveyed 
with his two sons to the metropolis, and confined by his more fortunate 
brother to the castle of Cairo, where he died. 

Ul Mnstaully now continued to sway the sceptre of Egypt without 
a competitor, until the four hundred and ninety-fifth of the Hid]erah,f 
when at the early age (£ eight and twenty, he also died, alter a reiga 
of seven years and two months.. 

Ul Amyr B’Ehkaum Ullab Abu Ally MrssuB the son of Ul 
Mustaully, tenth of the Issmauilian Khalifs, succeeded to the throne Ajitb, Stk 
of E^pt, being at this period only fi^'e years of age. The govemmeat 
was however administered in his beltalf, with sufficient ability, by 
Fazzel, the son of the Ameir-ul-Jeyush, or lieutenant genersd of the 

^ The peanaDent nglit of primogemture, as violated ia the imtatice of their Imaust 
Issmaoil. 
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A. ft; 485^24. forces^ perhaps the same formerly mentioned as the destroyer of Ul 
A, D. 1101-30. , 

Kholaussut- During the reign of Ul Amyr, Hussun SSibah and the Nezzaurians 
were become extremely formidable by the seizure of the fortresses of 
Rudbaur, and the territory of the Kohestaun ; but much more so by 
the atrocious methods, which they pursued to avenge themselves on 
their enemies. Among the victims, and perhaps one of the earliest* 
that perished by the knives of these dangerous and sanguinary fanatics> 
was Ul Amyr himself ; who expired on the fourth of Zilkaudah, of the. 
five hundred and twenty fourth of the Hidjerah,* in consequence of a 
mortal wound inflicted on his person, by one of the zealots attached 
to that detested schism ; in the thirty fifth year of his age, and the 
twenty ninth of his reign, 

Ul-Ha fez-ud-dsin-Uli. AH AbfiMeymun Abdul Hamid, theson of 

Mustanser, eleventh of the Issmauilian Khalifs, assumed, on thedeath of 
his nephew, the sovereign power; the principal nobility entirely con- 
curring in his elevation. His first Vezzeir, Ahmed the son of Fazzel, 
being early assassinated, by one of the disciples of Hussun S^bah, a 
second was appointed to succeed him, and shared the same fate. On 
Vy Hafez, this, Ul HMez resolved to confer the Vizzaurut on his own son Hus- 
KhalifsofE- human blood, rvhich polluted the mind of this 

gypt. prince was however so excessive, (not less than forty of the most dis- 
tinguished Ameirs having been put to death by him, in the course of 
a single night) that his father, becoming terrified as to the conse- 
quences of a. disposition so saug.uinary,.laid a design to destroy him; 
but the plot being discovered to Hussun, he contrived to cut off the 
whole of those employed to carry it into execution. The surviving 
Ameirs,' witha considerable part of the army, now united in declaring 
to Ul Hl.fez,that'ifthe princewasnotimmediatelydeliveredupto them, 
thmrvengeancewouldbedirectedagainsthimself. ’ And thiiscorapelled 
to devise some farther and more effectual expedient to appease tbeif 
indignation, the monarch discovered at last an instrumeiit for his pur- 
pose, in a Jewish physcian ; whoadministered to the obnoxious prince, 
% dra;ught which soon dispatched him to the sepulchre of his fathers* 

* Seventh ot 0 ctober, A. D . 1 130. 
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t*I Hafez, after a reiiin of twenty years, and at the advanced of a. H. ijiws, 
eighty, died in the latter Jummaudy, of the five hundred and forty- A- D- tita-a o. 
fourth of the Hidjerah * 

ul-atilibaiir* 

UlZaufferB’illah Abu MunsurMAHOMMEDthesonofUlHafez, 
twelfth of the Issmauilian Khalits, with the united concurrence of the 


Egyptian Ameirs, immediately succeeded to the throne of his fathers ; 
but forming a licentious attachment for the son of his Tezzeir Abbas, 


a youth of the name of Nasser, his time became devoted to the society 
of this minion ofhis pleasures. Proceeding howeveratlast,toendow him 
with some very considerable territorial acquisition, the citizens ofCairo, 
who contemplated with disgust the ignominious intercourse behveen 
the monarch and his favorite, sarcastically observed, that the dower of jfjcfEgvpt. 
Nasser was surely estimated at a price too low ! which exciting the 
honorable indignation of the Vezzeir, he determined to expunge the 
stigma with the blood of his unworthy sovereign. For this purpose, 
having concealed a party for tile execution ofhis design, he invited the 
unsuspecting monarch to an entertainment at bis palace ; where, in 
the five hundred and forty ninth of the Hidjerahf after a reign of some- 
thing more than five years, they introduced him, with their swords 
and poniards, to the final repast of death. 

Ul Faeiz Be-Xessye Uleah Abul Kanssem Eissi, the son of 
UlZauffcr, thirteenth of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 


This prince, notwithstanding the adverse circumstances which might 
appear to oppose his elmtion, succeeded in establishinghimself on the 
throneofEgypt,immediatelyontheassassinationofhistather;andhaving of the Khalifeof 
bestowed the appointment of Vezzeir on Melek Salah, his views were 
early directed to seize the person of the late minister. Abbas con- 
trived how'ever to withdraw from the country, with an immense pro- 
perty ; but falling into the hands of a body of Franks, at this period in 
possession of Palestine, he was by them plundered of all he had, and 
bound band and foot left to perish in the desert. 

Ul Faeiz was summoned to liis account, in the month of Suffur 
of the year five hundred and fifty-five, fat the early ageoftwenty-oncj 
and after a reign of six years and two months. 


' October, A, D.1148,. f A,D. B&t f Febnury. A. D. im 



i. H. 55.5-fl4. TDurlfig the gove?ma^nt ofctbis tnonarch, it is briefly stated^ that the 
L D. 1160 69: territory of Africa on the shore of the MedUeranean, westward of Egypt^. 

Mughreb, and the inhabitants M ughrebins, wassubjogated, 
by a person of the name of Abdul Moiinten. 

Un A o;z z E D, OP A,ud.hed-ud;'dein Ullah Abfl Abdullah M a h o m itf e dj 
the son ofUl Fkiz, fourteenth andlast of the Issmauilitan, or Fhtimite, 
l^halifs of Egypt, 

Sueceeding on the demise of his father,- to a power now rapidly vergi 
itfig to decline, this prince bears, with, the oriental narrator, the charactei 
of having been-eminen.tly distinguished for the benevolence of bis man- 
aers, and the unbounded liberality of his disposition. But the Egyptian 
territory being^exposed during his reign to a formidable invasion of the 
Franks, (und€r Amaury king of Jerusalem,* the son of Melisenda and 
Folk count of Anjou) and the hearts of the natives being entirely sub- 
TJtAtjzzEDlast terror, he sought for an accommodation with the invaders ; 

oftheKhalifsof who consented to withdraw from the country on the payment of one 
million of dinaurs,! and their a'geats had accordingly repaired to Cairo 
to receive the money. The appearance of these obnoxious strangers 
produced, however,, among the haughty Mussulman inhabitants an 
agitation so violent, that they immediately wrote,with the concurrence 
of U1 Auzzed, to demand the assistance of NAr-ud-deib MahmM, at 
this time ruler of Syria and Damascus, and in close alflnity with the 
Khalifs of the house of Abbas. A body of eigAfy thousand 
horse, under Assudi-ud-dein SheirkohJ or Shiracouh, was diapatchedf 
by that prince: with-all possible expedition, to the relief of the Egypt- 
ians ; and the Franks, like foxes to their hiding places, hastily fled, on 
intelligence of the approach of the Syrian general. 

Assud-ud-dein entered Kaherah on this occasion, in the latter Reb. 
beia of the five hundred and sixty fourth of the Hidjerah,§ and he was 
immediately invested witbthe dignity of the Yizzaurut: but dying at 
the expiration of sixty five.daysj that important charge was entrusted 
by U1 Auzzed, t® the talents of the celebrated Sullah or Salah-ud-dein 
y fissuf, the son of Ayjib,.and nephew of the deceased general. At no 

* Vide Gibbon’s decline and' fall.— Vol. Xf. page 227, octavo edition. 
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vety distant period of tiifie, Salah-ud-deln coiitrired to tender himself a. H. 
entire master of the govermneut ; and he proceeded without further D- nou-T L 
ceremony to take from the officers ofUl Auz z ed’s court every remaining: Ki!-!aiis->iit- 
vestige of authority. The circumstancebeing, however, communicited 
toN6r-ud-dein atDamascus, that prince immediately dispatched to de- 
mand that the Khotbah and coinage of Egypt, should be graced with 
the name and titles of Mustunzy of the house of Abbas, the reigning 
Khalif of Baghdad. To this, aftersome demur, and the message bad been 
again repeated by the Sultan of Damascus, Salah-ud-dein, by the ad- 
vice of his principal officers, at last consented ; and the name of ilus- 
tunzy was announced, in the usual forms, from the pulpits of the 
Egyptian capital, in the month of Mohurrim of the five hundred and 
sixty seventh of the Hidjerah.* 

In the mean time, the unfortunate Ul Auzzed lay stretched onthebed 
of sickness ; and in the course of the same week, unconscious of the 
■degradation, hastened to explore the regions of a better world. And 
thus terminated the power of the Issmauilian, or Fatimite Khalits, after 
it had subsisted forabout two hundred and seventy one lunar years : 


the territory of Egypt continuing from this time, fora period of some 
duration, under the authority of SaJah-ud-dein, and his descendants. 

Vi e cannot perhaps close this chapter to greater advantage, than by 
subjoining the author’s sketch of the history of Hussun Sabah, the first 
Shaikh-ul Jubbul, or old man of the mountain, and of his successors ; 
whose dominion was long established in the fortresses of II udbaur, 
and in the Kohestaun, or mountainous territory between Irak Ajem, 

•and the province of Kliorassaun. • ' 

On this subject the writer commences his narfative by informing us, 
that Khaujah Kizam-ul-mulk of Tusse, at a subsequent period the 
distinguished minister of Alep Arslan, has- stated in his Wessay&'i, or Origin of Hr s> 
•book of precepts, that he, and Hukkeim Omar Kheyaum, and the sex Sabah. 
profligate Ben Shbah, pursued their studies at the same time, under 
Imauin Moaffek the Neyshapfirite ; and that on breaking up from 
the seminary, where they received their instructions, it was’theirprac- 
• tice to retire together to a private spot ; in order to reliearse, aud digest 
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the lessons which had been last communicated to them. Omar KheJ- 
yaum was a Neyshapurian by birth. The father of Hussun Sabah, 
Ally by name, a man of principles notoriously flagitious, professed 
himself to be an Arab by extraction, of the race of Sabah the Homeirite, 
or Homyarite ; although the people of K horassaun, and the inhabitants 
of Tilsse more particularly, represented this as a gross fabrication ; 
maintaining, on the contrary, that his ancestors were nothing more 
than ordinary, or obscure peasants in the neighborhood of that city. 

Be this however as it may, Hussun Sabah took the opportunity of 
remarking to his fellow students, one day, that it was the prevailing 
opinion, that certain favorite individuals among the pupils of Imauin 
Mouffek, were destined to arrive at the noblest gradations of human 
prosperity. Of one thing at least he expressed the most perfect convic. 
tion — that if this distinguished lot was reserved fot any, it was for ei- 
ther of them three. He then demanded what engagements they stood 
disposed to enter into, with such a propect before them ? His associates 
both repliedthat they were willing to accede to any terms, that he might 
think it convenient tosuggest. Onwhich Hussun distinctly proposed, 
on the same grounds as if they were proceeding on some commercial 
speculation, that so far from applying theadvantagesofhis good fortune, 
to his own personal enjoyment, the successful individual should be en- 
gaged to share them, with scrupulous impartiality, with his two less 
fortunate associates. And to this effect a reciprocal agreement was 
accordingly drawn up between them, and executed on the spot. 

In the reign of Alep Arslan of the race of Seljiik, the sameNizflm- 
ul-mulk, as will be seeii in its proper place, was advanced to the dig- 
nity ofthe Vizzaurut; and his friend HukkeimOmar,repaifingtocourt, 
experienced from his old acquaintance all that could be expected 
from a conscientious regard to the stipulations between them ; thefor- 
tunateVezzeir telling him, thatin conformity to their engagement, he 
had not failed to cohsidertheappointmenttowhich hehadsucceeded,as 
an advantage in which they were reciprocally entitled to share ; but, in 
order that he might have an opportunity of bringing his merits under 
■ the observation of his sovereign, that it behoved him, in some shape 
orother, to enrol himself in the service of the state : and nothing should 
be wanting on his part, at a proper interval, to secure his advancement 
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to some distinguished post of confidence and respectahiliiy. With a, h. 420-^t. 
abundant benedictions on his head, and every expression of applause A. D. Hi2u-7 l. 
for Iiis faithful and honorable adherence to his engagements. Hukkeim 
Omar declined all participation in the splendid destiny of his power- **' 
ful friend; professing, that the summit of hisambitiou was tobeailowed, 
in someretired spot, to prosecute his philosophical studies iindertbe in- 
fluence of his protection. As there was some reason to believe that 
these profession? were sincere, the benevolent and distinguished minis- 
ter acquiesced in his resolution ; and as?ignin2 for his subsitstance 
an annual pension on the revenues of Neysbapur, of twelve hundred 
meskals* of gold, dismissed him hi£:hly gratified with his lot. 

Plussiin Sabah did not. on the other hand, present himself to claim 
the recollection of his early friend, until the succeeding reign of Melek 
Saab; when he experi -nced from Nizam-ul-mulk a reception not less 
cordiol. than the other associates of his studies ; being distinguished 
by that minister with every proof or confidence and liberality, that he 
thought suitable to his merit, or to the claims of their long established 
friendship. The man was, however, not of a disposition to be easily 
satisfied. He embraced an opportunity of intimating to his friend, one 
day, that although he must acknowledge the extreme liberality with 
wliich he had treated him, yet that this was not exactly commensurate 
with the tenor of their engagements. Kizam-ul-Miilk readily as- 
sented to the justice of the remark ; freely adding, that he was not 
only entitled reciprocally to share in the dignity and lustre of olSce, 
but in the claims of inheritance, and every other advantage however 
derived. The minister proceeded accordingly to introduce him to the 
presence of his sovereign, and contrived moreover to give so flattering 
adescriptionof'histaicuts and abilities, that he wasspeedily admitted to 
a considerable share of the royal confidence. But, the unprincipled 
profligate no sooner found access to the conversation of the monarch, 
than he perverted the advantage to the basest purposesofingratitude. 

For coming to the knowledge of some trifling default, or inaccuracy^ 
in the accounts of the exchequer, of which his friend was at the head, 

* A meilal, or raotlikal, was both the njrne of a aoM coin ; and of the weight of a dram 
and a half. The shekel of the Jew s might be the origin. 

▼OL. il. $ V . 
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be contrivedby insidious and artful statements thatit should he reported 
to Mtdek Shah; and that he should himself be examined on the subject 
of the accusation. During thi.s, by a representation full of perver- 
sion of facts, and ambiguities skilfully disguised, he succeeded in 
producing adegree of conviction of the guilt of his minister, in the mind 
of that prince: although far greater deficiencies were to be found in 
the accounts of former ministers, in a tenth part of the period for which 
Nizam-ul-mfilk now demanded a scrutiny. Providence interposed, 
however, to frustrate his base designs ; for although he succeeded in 
bringing the charge under investigation, the extreme malignity of his 
motives, and his violation of the moat sacred engagements were so obvi- 
ous, that at the moment he was called upon to specify the fallacious 
circumstances in his friend’s accounts, he was so overwhelmed with 
contempt and shame, that he found it impossible to remain any longer 
in the court of M^lek Shah. 

Such at any rate is the statement furnished on the relation of Nizam, 
ul-mulk himself: the author proceeds further to describe, that about 
the period at which he was thus compelled to withdraw from the court 
of Molek Shah, under circumstances so dishonorable, and which fell 
out, it would appear, in the four hundred and sixty fourth of the Hid- 
jerah, Uussun Sabah, or Sabaukh, as it is sometimes perhaps erron- 
eouslywritten, repaired to thecityof Rey: where falling in with Abdul- 
melek the son of Attausli, who was employed in disseminating the 
doctrines of the Issmauilians, he apostatised fromthe sect of orthodox 
imaumites, to embrace the system of those odious schismatics. From 
Rey he went to Isfahaun, and there, still pursued by his apprehensions 
of the resentment of M^lek Shah and his Vezzeir, he concealed himself 
for some time, under the protection of a certain Reiss Abul Fazzel ; 
possibly one of the principal magistrates. Here, in the course of con- 
versation he could not forbear obsennng, that with two associates, of 
minds congenial with his own, and on whose fidelity he could rely, 
he conceived it would be no difficult matter to subvert the power of 
that Turk, alluding to Melek Shah, and his low horn minisiet. The 
Reiss, who entertained, it seems, no contemptible notions of his own 
sagacity, ascribed these expressions to approaching insanity in the mind 
#fhis guest ; and took care, under that impression, to introduce at his 
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meals, that species of diet wliicli wa« suppos L-d to have the effect oi' V. H 
coinposins, or fortifying the brain. Hnssv.nbv the strength of hiiun- ^ ^ 
derstanding soon penetrated the tr.oc/ihts of his protector, and quitting 
Ids roof, immediately sought another asylum. At a subsequent period 
\vhen he had made himself master of the fortress of Almovvut, ALul 
Fazzel paid a visit to’his old acquaintance, by whom be was accosted 
in these terms. “ With the proof before thine eyes how soon, after sc- 
“ curing associates wo: thy of my confidence, I have succeeded in my 
*• object, art thou now convinced whether my brain, or thine own, was 
“ in a state of dera:tg-ment 

In the mean time, Hussun Sabah, about tbefour hundred and seventy 
jfi.'st of the Hi'ijerah.* j'.roceeded to try his fortune among his fellow 
schismatics in Lgypt ; where he experienced f.'om Musranser, theFa- 
timite Khalif. a very iiospit-f.Ie and liberal reception. Wtien he had) 
hov-ever. o'-sid.-d in that country ab-out a year and a half, a serious 
ifiisuncersrarding arose betweru him and the Air.eir-uI-Je\ush,or lieu- 
tenaiitgeneral of the forces, oriAii.'tingiathe following ch-’camstance. 
Jiiusta.nser, as we have recentlv had occcasioa to remark, had thought 
fit to exclude his eldest son Xezzuur from his claim to the succession, 
and to transfer it to the younger brother, Ahmed; and the lieutenant 
g. Tier jl had, on this point, concurred with the views of his sovereign. 

But adhering to the fundamental principle of the sect, which invaria- 
bly asserts the predominant right of primogeniture, Hussun Sabah 
proceeded to agitate the people in tavor of the Iinaumut of Xezzaur; 
and persisting in his designs, in defiance of the Ameir-ul-Jeyush, who 
now governed all things at discretion, that minister caused it to be an- 
nounced to him, that his residence in Egypt would tor the future be 
entirely dispensed with; or might perhaps, be found extremely incon- 
venient to him. 

This intimation it was not difficult to comprehend ; and he accord- 
ingly hastened into Syria, and from thence, leading a precarious and 
wondering life, ultimately into Persian Irak. He continued, however, 
wi th unremitting activity to disseminate the doctrines of the Isstnauiii- 
ans. dispersing hisemissariesamong the castles of iliid!>aur. an Jthrough 
the territory of the Kohestaun. But his exertions appear to have been 
more particularly directed to gain over to his principles the garrison 

•A.D. 1078, 
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the impregnable fortress of Almowut, situated in the mountainous tract 
between Kazveiii and the Caspian. His doctrines spread with consider- 
able rapidity, being embraced by great numbers ofthe people ; and when 
the period approached, at which he conceived that he might venture 
to unmask his ambitious designs, we are told that he took up his resi- 
dence in a town which lay within a convenient distance of the fortress, 
on which he appears to have early fixed his attention. Here he af- 
fected to devote himself, for some time, to a life of abstinence and reli- 
ligious seclusion ; until indeed he saw that the greater part ofthe inha- 
bitants of Almowut had been brought to include themselves among 
theprosely tes ofissmau ilism ; and they were prevailed upon, one night, in 
the four hundred and eighty third of the Hidjerah, to introduce him 
privately into their inaccessible abode. 

The government of Almowut was, at this period, held under the 
authority of Melek Shah, by a certain Siddy Mehedy ; but the influence 
of this officer falling into total neglect, on the introduction of Hussun 
Sabah, the latter proposed one day to give him three thousand dinaurs* 
foras muchground wuthin the fortress, ashe could encompass witha bul- 
lock’s hide. MehMyacceded without difficulty to the proposal; and 
the artful adventurer cutting his ox-hide into narrow slips, included 
within them the entire circumference of the wmrks ; and giving to' the 
dupe ofhis artifices a draft for the money, on Reiss Miizulfei’,oneofhis 
disciples who was governor of Guirdkoh and Daraagh-iun, and who 
discharged it without demur, he dismissed him from the fort without 
further ceremony. 

The impregnable fortress, of which be thus obtained possession, is 
stated to have borne, at some remote period, the name of Ak/i-imiU, 
signifying, in the languageoftliecoiintry,“lheeaglesnest ;”the lettersof 
which, in their numerical application, will be found to furnish the 
precise date at which Hussun Sabah became master of the place. 
Thus, Alef-1. Laum-30. Hai-5. Alef-I. Meim-40. Wau-6. Tai-400i 
■piaking, when added together, the sum total of 483.f 

*13r.il,0s. Od. 

+ From his subsequent abode io this inaccessible retreat, he probably acquired the ap- 
,pelIation of Shaikb-ul-Jubbul— or oW mn of the mountain. 
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Having in tliis manner provided a secure retreat against the rontin- A. H. 4?.3. 
gencies of fortune, Hussun Sabah, either by force or favor, succeeded 
soon afterwards in extending his authority over the whole territory of 
Riidhaur; an event which encouraged hira to dispatch Husse^ne 
Kaubty or Kayny, one of his principal adherents, to elTect the coiiver- 
sionof thenativesoftbe Kohestauii, who were in alittie time also brou'cht 
to submit to the power of the adventurer. In the mean time one of 
the generals ofMelek ShLh, to whom the territory of Rudbaur had 
been assigned in feoff, felt himself called upon to make soaro degree of 
exertionfor the recoveryof Almowut: and having repeatedly liiidwasto 
the circumjacent country, he succeeded at last in reducing the gati is ri 


r.nd inhakitiiits to the verge of despair. But Hussun contiirned to sup- 
portthe resolution ofhis disciples, by assurancesofaidfromtheirliiiaum; 


alluding to Mustar.ser, the Issraauiliaa Klialif of Egypt. 

Very opportunelyfor the views of H ussun Sabah, the person from whom 
he had suffered such serious annoyance, happened to die at this crisis, 


and to relieve him for some time from his embarrassments. But, in 
the beginning of four hundred and eighty-five,* he was again consi- 
derably straitened by the exertions of Ameir Arshmtaush Haujeb ; 
another of the generals of Mclek Shah, who was directed by liis.sover* 
eigu to resuine the blockade of Almowitt. Under these circumstan- 
ces, being joined by a considerable reinforcement dispatched to his 
a'^sistance hv Dehdaur Aha Ally, one of his proselytes at Kazvein, 
liiissiui boldly sallied out in the night, and siiryiristng the camp of his 
br.-5iegers, compelled them to a precipitate fligiit; the fiiaitives com- 
iii’jiiicatiug no slight symptoms of disorder and dismay to the army of 
}.loi.k Shah, to which they fled tor protection. The views of liiut 
pfiiice seemed, howet or, more particularly directed to the reductiuu of 
the KohestaunjwlioreliusseyncKavnv had been .sinattlarly successful 
in disseminating the principles of fanaticism and revolt ; and a consider- 
able force hud been accordingly sent to tb-.it fiUane.', under an aiilecuief 
of the name of Kuzzul Saurek.t On the approacii of the uuops of Aid;. -k 


« Marcli, -A. I), H> 92 . 

tTliere is a singular cuincMencebetvKen these sipp.lalions and th{>^e heit(r\^ed unon 
the chiefs of the Ameriraji aborii^ines. Arslautausli 2>%ailiea perhaps, the rotk liuaf' 
aud iLuiuil Saurtk, pos&iblv, the red robber.'* 


»-v c* 
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A. H. 435. Shah, i-Iusseyne Kayny with his followers, shut himself Op m the 
. fortress, or castle of Moumenabad, which was iminediatelyinvested by 

Kholaussut- Kuzzul Saurek. Just however as the place was on the point of reduc* 
nkkhbaur, report arrived that Nizain-ul-mulk, the Vezzeir, had been as- 

sassinated. by one of the fanatic disciples of Hussiin Sabah ; and the 
death of M61ek Shah, ivhich followed soon after that event, produced 
an immediate dispersion of the army employed before Moumenabad. 
The affiiirs of the schismatics now advanced with uncontrouled rapi- 
dity ; and the unprincipled zealots of the sect dispersing themselves 
through the east, were enabled to plant their daggers in the bosoms of 
many of the noblest and wisest individuals, who had ventured to op- 
pose the progress of their detestable doctrines. The success of the 
Issmauilians was further promoted by the contest which ensued be- 
tween the Sultans Burguiauruk, or Burguiaurug, and Mahommed the 
sons ofilelek Shah ; duringwhich the disciplesof Hussuh Sabah were- 
permitted to reduce the fortresses ofGuirdkoh, andLaumseir. 

Sultan Mahommed becoming, however, on the death of Burguiauruk, 
sole master of his father’s dominions, Ahmed theson ofNizam-ul-muIk 
wms employed for some time to besiege Almowut : and early in the five 
. hundred and eleventh of the Hidjerah, a great force under Ataubek 
Noushtekein Sheirgueir encamped in the neighborhood of that fortress^ 
Fornear twelve months, that chief continued tomaintain with the troops 
of Ilussun Sabah', a course of unremitting and obstinate hostilities ; but 
as success was beginning to dawn upon the ensigns of the besiegers, the 
deathof Sultan Mahommed was announced in the army of the Ataubek, - 
and occasioned as formerly their immediate flight, or dispersion. 

Under Sultan Sunjur, who next succeeded to the throne of the race 
of Seljuk repeated expeditions continued to be set on foot against the 
Issmauilian chief, with similarsuccess; hostilities being thus occasion- 
ally suspended, and resumed, between the advocates of the orthodox 
belief, and these stigmatized and odious zealots, for a period of consider- 
, able duration. At length Hussun Sabah had recourse to tbefollowing 
device, in orderto terriiy his adversaries into forbearance. He seduced 
one of the domestics of Sflltan Sunjur to lodge a knife, or dagger,- in the 
floor one night, close to the Shltan’s bed. In the morning, when he 
awoke, the monarch beheld the murderous weapon with equal surprise. 
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and dismay, but forbore to communicate the circumstatwe to any body 
■whatever. A few days afterwards, an agent from Hussiin S-abah ar- 
rived at court with the tbiiowing verbal message from !iis master. “ I: 
his (icsisns towards Sultan S-jojur had not been iric-nJly, the knife 
which had been seen phnted in the floor, n.ight with cnuai tacility 
have been sheathed in his bosom”. The mindof S'kltun S'urijo: was 


so powerfully wrought upon by the message, and the circumstance by 
which it had been preceded, th-at he immediately determined to con- 
clude a treaty with the Schismatics, on their engaging not to construct 
anv new fortresses, in addition to those dreadv in their possess ion ; not 
to make any further purchases of arms, or equipments for war; and that 
they would, for the future, desist from making proselytes to their fana- 
tical doctrines. Hence, the power of Hussun Sabah might with reason 
be afBrmed to deri'i'e its most important source of augmentatio'J. 

"^I'hile these events were passing. Hussey ne Kavny, one ofthe ablest 
and most active promoters of the schism, was privately assassinated ; 
andas the act wasbymany personslaidto thechargeef L'staud Hiisseyae, 
one of the sous of Hussun Sabah, he was condemned by the imp'cirtial 
justice ofbis father to atonewith his life for the murder; while another 
son falling under an accusation of drunkenness, for a crime so compara- 
tively trivial, was condemned to suffer a similar extremity of punish- 
ment : by these e.xamples of severity towards his own blood, it being, 
as it is alleged, the object of Hussun to attest to the world, that his views 
in disseminating the doctrines of Issmauilism, were not influenced by 
any desire to create a splendid establishment for his posterity, but to 
secure an imperishable reward in a future and better world. 

In the latter Rebbeia of the year five hundred and eighteen, this 
artful schismatic was seized by his mortal illness ; during which he ap- 
pointed one of his disciples, of the name of Guia Baziirg Oineyd, to be 
the successor to his power, with the Dehdaur Abu Ally, formerly men- 
tioned, as his minister of state ; expressly charging them, at the same 
time, ill matters of particular moment, in no shape to deviate trom the 
counsels of Hussun Kessrauny, another zealous votary ot the sect : 
and on the twenty-sixth of the same month,* he hastened to take pos- 
session of the abode, which was doubtless prepared tor his reception in 
the other world. On authority, said to be entitled to the utmost con* 
• Tfcnthof June, L D. 1124» 


H. mm. 

Kill /aii'S iit* 
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A, H. 518-57. fidence, itislastlyalleged, thatduring a period offive and thirty years, ift 

A. D. 1124-02. he resided in the fortress of Alraowut, Hussun S^bah never once 

Kliolaiissut- appesred without the walls of his impregnable retreat, nor even on the 
ul-akhbaur. ... , , ■ , 

terrace oi his own dwelling, on more than two particular occasions ; his 

time being entirely devoted to the arrangem ents of his government, and 

to record the precepts, which he conceived calculated to promote the 

adoption of that code of faith, which he had undertaken to establish. 

Guia Buzurg Oaieyd, second chief of the Issmauilians of Al,- 
mowiit. 

On succeeding to theauthority of Hussun Sabah, thisperson is stated 
to have persevered in all respects, in promoting the odious system esta- 
blished by his predecessor ; while he speciously professed to be noothcr- 
lezufiG Omevd wise employed, than to advance the interests of the true faith. He was 
W chief olAlmo- repeatedly engaged in hostilitieswitb theprincesof theraceofSeljuk,in 
' ‘ w'hich for the most part, his arms were triumphant. The sanguinary 

zealots trained up in the principlesof the sect, now carried their systemef 
assassination to an extent that became truly alarming ; many of the most 
dignified and elevated individuals perishing under the knife of these 
detestable fanatics, and among others was the Khfilif Mustcrshid of the 
house of Abbas, as formerly noticed. After all this, and having sus- 
tained his power for a period of fourteen years two months and twenty 
days, G uia Biizurg Omeyd was suffered to expire, by a tranquil death, 
oil the twenty-sixth of the latter Jummaudy, of the five hundred and 
thirty-second of the Hidjerah.* 

Mahombced, the son of Guia Buzurg Omeyd, third chief of the 
Issmauilians of Almowut, succeeded, in conformity to the will of 
his father, to the government of these odious fanatics ; and like his 
lAHOMMEDlIId father, by his words and actions evinced the most determined zeal for 
ftlit^cliiefsofAl- |.jjg principles of the sect. Many distinguished persons also perished 
under the dagger of the assasin, during the period of his power, in 
eluding among others theKhhlif U1 rashid B’lllah of the house of Ab- 
bas. Notwithstandingthesemultiplied enormities he continued foreign 
for a period of four and twenty years, eight months, snd eight days, 
and terminated his life in peace, on the third of the former Rebbeia 
•f the five hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidjerah.f 

* Ninth of March, A. D, 1138, t Nineteenth of February, A. D, llG2j 
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Hrssrs the son of Mahommed, entitled Alk-sehre-ini-ut-salanm. 
(on whose ir.c-mory be peace} fourth of tlio chiefs of Ahnowut. 

This p'-rson professing to be a descendant of Miistanser the Fatiiiiite. 
openly laid claiin to the honors of the Imaumut ; l)Ut as the ariiutnents 
of the fanatics in support of siicl> descent appeared equally remote 
from every sentiment of reason and common sense, the author has 
avowedly withheld his pen from enkr^ingon the subject. 

Be that however as it may, he had no sooner acceded to sovereijn 
•power, than his utmost zeal and exertion appear to have been directed 
to subvert the whole system of Isslamisni, as est-ablisheil by its cele- 
brated founder. .\crs the most obviously rcpiuniant to the precepts 
of the sacred code, if not openly encouraged, were sutfered to pass 
with impunity, and witliout interdiction ; and while the most daring 
proofs of impiety and infidelity continued to he sanctioned with daily 
i;,creadcg contnmaciou'sness by his own example, he proceeded at last, 
in tliefive handrod and fifty ninth of tlieHidjerah, to convoke -at Aimo- 
wut an assembly oftheprincipal inh-abitantsof Riidbaur; forthe purpose 
oi'makinga public avowal of his apostacy, and ofhissubsitution of his 
owiiiropiousopinions,forthesacredpreceptsofthelvorki. Having. with 
this design, caused a mumber, or tribunal, to be erected in his capital, 
with its fore-part towards the Kehlah, or sanctuary at Mekkah, and 
four large st-andards, each of a different colour, to be planted at the four 
corners respectively, he on the seventeenth* of the month of Ramzaiin, 
ascendedthistribunaUandfromthenceaddressedhisfollowersina strain 
of incoherent absurdity, which our author further disdains to repeat. 
After this, mixing with the assembly he invited them without further 
scruple to violate their last ; and proceeded to set them the e.tample, 
by a liberal indulgence in the article of wine, and by other flagrant 
violations of the most sacred ordinances of the law of Maliommed. 
He impiously concluded by announcing to his people, that the seven- 
teenth of Ramzaun was to be observed as a perpetual festival, by 
thenameoftheEid-e-Keyaum, or feast of the resurrection, or perhaps 
of emancipation ; and hence the Issmauilians have been ever since 
branded with the appellation of ilullauhedah — infidels and -atheists. 

* Sevendi of Au|«st, A. D. Ii04. 
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A. H. 5rji-G07. In fine v/hen the crimes and licentious enormities of this same Aild 
a. D.iio«-i- 210 zi kre-hu-ussalainn, had transcended all ordinary bounds of moderation, 
KlKilaiissut- IJussun the son of Namnvnir, an orthodox iMussulman, although the 
nl-akiibaui. qj- {jjg ^yives, determined on his destruction ; and in the 

five hundred and sixty first* of the Hidjerah, while on a visit to the 
fortress of Laurascir, embraced an opportunity of terminating with his 
knife, the odious existence of this flagitious miscreant, after a reign of 
four years. 

Mahommed the son of Alla-zekre-hu-ussalaum, fifth ofthecliiefe 
of Almowut, immediately succeeded to his father ; whose death at a 
proper opportunity, he did not fail to avenge on Hussuii the son of 
Mahommed, Naiimwur. In his zeal for thepropagation of error and infidelity, andin 

thescouiKl.t th perseverance in asserting his claims to the Khelaufutaiid ImaumiiV 
of tli8 tbiefs of ° 1 1 • 1 

Almowut, temporal and spiritual supremacy, he even surpassed Ins predeces- 

sors ; and during the protracted period of six and forty years, in which 
lie continued to direct their destiny, the enthusiasts devoted to his 
will, shed the blood of many a distinguished believer, and carried con- 
fusion and alarm to some of the remotest corners of the earth. He was, 
however, at last taken to the abode of eternal punishment, in the SiX 
hundred and seventh of the Hidjerab.f 

JuLLAUL-UD-DEiN HussuN the son of Mahommed, sixth of the 
chiefs of Almowut. 

Invested with the sovereign authority on the demise of his father, 
this prince, in spite of the pernicious example of his predecessors, ap- 
plied himself, with unremitting ardor and activity, to restore aiul re-es- 
tablish in his dominions the long proscribed system of Isslhm, and to 
evince his abhorrence of the profligate principles of atheism and false 
belief. With these views, his followers were prohibited, under the 
jnttAui-TJD- severest penalties, against the commission of any act offensive to the 
»EiN, \Ub of qj: the-Koriln ; he re-instated through liis whole territory the call 
AlmowuJ prayerhyMfiezzinSjthe prescribed course ofsupplication on ordinary 
days, and the more solemn celebration of divine worship by the assem- 
bled community, on fridays: and Lastly, in every town throughout 
Rftdbaur, he laid the foundation of a bath for ablution , and of a mosque 
for the adoration of the supreme being. 

♦A.D.lia8. tA.D.i2l(). 
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H-i’vins: furnished th.ese preliminary proofs of sincere conrersion to A. H. WT-if?. 
the nrincioles of Mahommedism. he disoatched his ajents to the 
court ofthe Khalif UlXtusser. toSultanMahonimecikin? ofKhaur'-Zin. 
andtootherprincesoflssliim.in order toattest the purity ofhis belief: and 
these sovereigns with their ministers, persuaded of the truth ofhds pro- 
fessions, hastened to throw opi-n to hiaithe usual cbannelsofintercourse, 

'which had possibly been lon^ closed against the scliisinotics. Tne 
oracles of the law, and the ministers of religion, proceeded also to i«sue 
their Fetvaes, or precept®, to verify the orthodoxy of his principles ; 
conferring upra him, at the same ti;n^ the title of 
Humm.yoii-Musiulmun — Hussun. thegloryofthefaith,*liene\v'o''<rr.) 


believer. Thus stimulated in Ids zeal, Jullaul-uJ-deia. in the pre- 
sence of the most distinguished lawvers and theologians, and other 
leading citizens of Kazvein, proceeded to burn the whole of the ma- 
nuscripts of Hussun Sabah, either relating to, or explaining the doc- 
trines of the Issmauilians. In addition to these multiplied testimo- 
nies of his unfeigned attachment to the laws of the Kor-in, his 
mother becoming desirous of visiting the sanctuary of Mekkah, he, 
after the example of other monarchsof Isslam, caused her to be accom- 
panied by a standard, of beautiful workmanship and costly materials, 
to be deposited in the temple of the Kaaubah ; to which, during 
her journey, a precedence was expressly assigned by the Khalif 11 
Nausser, before thoseof all the other princes, transmitted fora similar 
purpose. This latter circumstance is at the same time, stated to have 
given to Sultan Mahommedthe Khaurezraian,such mortal offence, that 
ills supposed to have been oneof theprincipal causesofthat irreconcile- 
able animositv, which soon afterwards broke out between him and that 


Khalif. 


Jullaul-ud-dein Hussun had reigned with considerable reputation, 
for eleven years and a half, when he was attacked and carried to his 
grave, by a dysentery ; during the sacred month of Ramzauii* of the 
six hundred and eigliteeinh ofthe Hidjerah. 

Ala-ud-deih Masommed the son of Hussun, seventh ofthe 
chiefs of Almcv.'ut, 


October, A D.1221. 

3 
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A. H. 618-53. On his elevation to the authority of his predecessors, this prince had 
A. D. I3ai-5j. only attained to the ninth year of his age; and he appears to have de- 

^tkhbaur' youth, to the execution of great numbers of his peo- 

ple, whom he caused to be put to death, on a suspicion of having ad- 
ministered poison to his father. Instead however of emulating the 
example set before him, in the conduct of the deceased monarch, this 
ilMated youth relapsed into the absurd and profligate system of his 
forefilthers : the schismatics revived their impious and iniquitous prac- 
tices ; the law of glory, the institutes of the Koran so designated by 
hlahommedans, was once more abolished in Rudbaur ; and the nox- 
ious speculations of infidelity and atheism, were suffered to resume* 
their sway. 

Al'i-ud-dein had, at all events, assumed into his own hands, and 
exercised the functions of government for a long series of years, when 
he took it into his head, wdthout surgical assisUnce, to open a vein in 
his arm ; which he suffered to bleed with so much greater profusion 
than was consistent with either prudence or necessity, that his brain 
VlitirTf*^tIie seriously affected. Hence, when any person ventured to speak 

chiefs of Almo- to him regarding the affairs of his government, in a manner that did not 
"'“t* exactly correspond with his own distorted views, he immediately put 

him to death : from which it necessarily resulted, that the true state 
of his country \hs at length entirely withheld from his knowledge, 

■ And serious disputes arising moreover, towards the close of bis reigiij 
between him and his son Rokken-ud-dein, the latter, fearful of an at- 
temptagainst his own, had recourse to the treachery ofa certain Hussun 
Mazanderauny, to take away the life of his father. 

We are further informed that, in the Rouzut-us-suffa, the matter is 
more circumstantially related in the following terms. For this same 
Hussun Mazanderauny, a Mahoramedan by religion, though far ad- 
vanced in years, Alla-ud-dein had, it seems, formed a species of at- 
tachment, of which our author alleges he should be ashamed that his 
pen should furnish the description ; so that when it was ultimately 
determined on, the man, at the instanceof Rokken-ud-dein might, with 
less scruple, have undertaken the destruction of the capricious protli- 
gate. At any rate, one evening while his object, after drinking rather 
freely, lay asleep in a shed of mats and rafters adjoining to a slieep-cot, 
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lie embraced his opportunity, and possibly through t|ie plicbt encl> \.II. cs;j-o4. 
sure, discharged an arrow, which lodged in the throat of the unhappy A.D. 
chief, and killed him on the spot. K.i 

rpj . . 1 • 1 ^ ^ -'1 

Ihis circumstance is stated to have occurred, in the month or Mra- 
vaul, of the six hundred and fifty third of the Hidjerah,* when Ailh- 
ud-dtin had held the government ofAlmowut, for a period of nve and 
thirtv years. 

RoKKEN-rD-DEix Hca, or Khue SuAHthesonof AM-ad-dein, 
eighth and last of the Issmauilian chiefs of Almowut. 

Having succeeded to authority on the murder of his father, Rok- 
ken-ud-dein, in order to avert from himself the suspicion of having RaxKKX-ro. 
been an accomplice in the foul parricide, took care, at an early period, 
to dispatch the instrumput of his guilt to the silent chambers of the o/ Ala- 
grave. His career was, however, destined to experience but a short 
duration. 


It has been stated on a former occasion, that in the early part of 
the six hundred and hfty-fourth of the Hidjerah,* Huhiuku Khaim 
had crossed the Jeyhuu. On intelligence of this event, Khiir Shah 
was persuaded by the advice of A’essurNuyan the iloghul governor 
of Hamadaun,to send his brother Sbahinshdli to the presence of that 
powerful monarch. On his arrival in the camp of the Eyie, or Aeil 
Khaun, the title usually conferred by historians on the stern IIul :U- 


ku, Shahin-shah was directed by that prince to announce to his bro- 
ther, that he had struck the pen of oblivion through the register of his 
father’s crimes, and those of his misguided adherents; but it was 


expected that he should immediately demolish his castle, and hasten 
to make his appearance in person, in the presence of him, who had 
manifested so conspicuous a proof ofhis clemency and forbearance. 
With this injunction, so far as to level part of the p'ar pets, or liattle- 
ments of Meynuindezh, vliere he then rc-sided, Ivhur Shah evinced 
a disposition to comply; but he was too powerfully restrained by his 
a[)prehensions, from committing his person to the camp of the invader. 
In conseeiueuce of this, Hulaukii, on the seventeenth of Shava;il of 
tlie year just mentioned, j* encamped before Meyiuundezh : of which 
be iuimediatelv commenced the siege. On the twenty fifth of the 

a. O 


November, A. D, iiih. f Tiie sphag oi A. D. Ti iU. 
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Kholausbut- 

ul-akhbaur. 


same montli, he made a general attack upon the place, which appears 
to have been successfully resisted by the garrison : but the wretched 
Issinaiiilian was go completely vanquished by his fears, that he seat 
out his sou and brother, the following day, in the most abject terms 
to supplicate for mercy. On the tw^enty-niuth, he descended in per- 
son, from his otherwise impregnable retreat, and by an immense offer- 
ing, in specie and valuables, endeavored to disarm, or soften the 
resentment of tl)§ Eylekhaun. That inflexible conqueror committed 
him, however, to the custody of those whose vigilance he was not likely 
to deceive ; while numerous detachments of the array w'ere employed 
to reduce and dismantle the remaining fortresses of the country. In the 
space of a short time, upwards of forty places, of various strength and 
importance, ivere accordingly compelled to submit to the discretion of 
the Tartar tribes, and immediately levelled with theground. The gar- 
risons of Almovvut, Lauraseiror Laumsher, and Guirdkoh, continued 
however, to resist the authority of Hulauku for some time longer i 
but the two formerplacesultimatelysubmitting, were, like the preced- 
ing captures laid in ruins, leaving the fortress of Guirdkoh to contend 
alone, againstthe fearful power of the conqueror. On the testimony of 
the Tarikh gu^cidah, the author here states that the castle of Almowut 
was erected by Hussun the son of Zaid, or Zeid, the Fatimite prince 
of Tebrestaiin, in the time of the Khalif Mutewukkel, (betw'een the 
S33d and the 2i7th of the Hidjerah ;) it is, however, said to have stood 
for a period of four hundred and two years, which would place its 
construction some what later ; namely in the 252d of the Hidjerah, and 
in the Khelaufut of U1 Mustayne. 

It will be found further related in the Rouzut-us-suffa, that when 
Khur Shah had continued to attend the presence of Hulauku for some 
days, he ventured to request that he might be conveyed to the court 
of Manga Kaaun ; the third successor of Tchengueiz, and paramount 
sovereign of the Tartar race. Apparently under some degree of sur- 
prise at such an arrogant, or absurd request, Hhlaukfl determined not- 
withstanding to comply with it; and having appointed aguardofMogh- 
Als to attend him on his journey, he dispatched him without delay 
for Turkestaun, The Issmauilian was scarcely across the Amfiyah, 
* Eighteenth of November, A, D, J 25p, 
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or iower Okus, before be involved bi nisei fin ?> soiiabbie v.'it b Lis -inarsis. H. 04 j. 

the soldiers of Hiiilauku, not improbably with the design of accoai- 
plishinjj Ins escape.’ hs was, however, at leni^th convevedin safe-tv to I'ee ^ 

City oi Karakiim. But, instead of being permitted to proceed to ti^e 
presenceofthegreat Kaaun, the willof that monarch was taeremmomic- 
ed to him through an agent, in the following terms ; that haviiie- refused 
to deliver up the fortress of Guirdkoh to the troops of iiis brother, 
notwithstandi'ig his affected professions of allegiance, it behoved hi, a 
to return without delay to his own country ; and that when he h id 
atoned for his error, by laying his castle in ruins, he might then be 
permitted to approach the foot of the throne. The unhappy schisma- 
tic was accordingly conducted back again to the banks of theOxus; in 
the waters ofwhicli he was now destined to terminate his life and mis- 
misfortunes, by the hands of his guards. 

In the mean time, on ttie departure of K.hur ishah for the interior of 
Tartary, Hulauku had proceeded toput todeath every individual whom 
he could discover, of the stock of Guia Buzurg Oinmeyd ; and by ex- 
tirpating every vestige of these impious schismatics, he thus finally 
relieved the hearts of all genuine Mosslems, and of many others but 
remoteH connected with them, from the apprehensions under which 
they bad been so long condemned to labour, of the ktirvesof these fan-ati- 
cal zealots ; when, reckoning from the seizure of Almowiit by Hussun 
Sabah, in thefour hundred and eighty thirdof the Hidjerah, tlieirpower 
had been suffered to exist, for a period oi one hundred and sev’entj one 
unar years. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

r *? tracing the origin of the house of Seijttk, our author, on the 
111 akUDau) testimony ofthose most experienced in discriminating the truths of 

' history, and ofthetraditionsofremoterantiquity, proceeds torelate, that 

Vekauk, orDekauk, the immediate ancestor of tliefainily, was an Ameir, 
or officer of some rank, in the service of Yeghu, or Beghu, the monarch 
of the Turkish tribes of the Khozzer or Khozzez plains, or steppes, 
so often mentioned in the preceding pages, not less distinguished for 
his extraordinary understanding and singular valour, than for liis mao'- 
nificent and splendid spirit ; whence he received from the general voice 
of the people among whom he lived, the appellation ofTemmir Yaligh 
—solid in judgment. On the death of this respectable chief, his son 
Seljuk, then arrived at years of discretion, ^vas taken into particufar 
favor by the Tartar sovereign, who conferred upon him the title of Be- 
sausliy, or leader of his armies r and who otherwise advanced him in 
rank and power to that degree, that on some occasion during a visit to 
the most sacred part of his master^ palac'e, he presumed to arrogate a 
superiority over the royal children, and the princesses of the Harara. 
Such arrogance produced, accordingly, in one ofthewivesof the Khau. 
gan, soinuch dissatisfaction, that the whole of her influence with her 
husband, was immediately exerted to destroy the credit of his favorite 
general. Seljuk, however, soon observing, that the monarch, by some 
means orotber, bad conceived aprejudice to bis disadvantage, embraced 
an early opportunity of withdrawing, with the whole of his family and 
followers, to the territory of Samarkand* 

On his arrival in the vicinity of Jbnd, on the Seyhii& or Jaxartes, 
his bosom becoming suddenly irradiated by the splendid truth of the 
unity of the divine being, he in a short time afterwards, together with 
all his family and dependants, embraced Isslbrn ; and he employediiim- 
5elf, with exemplary attention, to study the pages of the Koran, and the 
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iBstitutcsofthat profession of faith which was propagated by the seal Khokus5nf. 
of the prophecy. His followers continued at the same time to increase 
in numbers and reputation, until at length his residence became the asy- 
lumoitbeprinces,andmostdistinguishedinliabitantsof the surrounding 
regions ; so that having finally triumphed over the arms of Eylek Khaun, 
he proceeded to fix his abode in the neighborhood of Bokhara. 

With other blessings heaven had at different times made Seljukthe 
father of four sons; Meykaeil, Issraeil, Mussa, and Yeghu. Of these 
the eldest, ileykaeil. had in the flower of life perished by an arrow 
shot, leaving two infant children, ToghrelBegMahommed, andTchegh- 
er Beg Daoud; and these two grandsons, on whose education he bes- 
towed considerable attention, he declared to be his heirs. 

After the death of their grandfather, the two brothers exhibited such 
distinguished proofs of sagacity and intelligence, that they soon out- 
stripped all rivalry; and the wars which, with occasional intermissioas 
of truce, they maintained with the princes of Transoxianu, extended 
the renown of their magnificence, and martial prowess, to the remotest 
ii mi ts of the East. A mong other monarchs to whom the voice of fame 
had circulated the renown of the sons of Seljuk, was Sultan .Mahmudof 
Gbeznein, who expressed his desire that one of the illustrious frater- 
nity might visit his court ; on which Issraeil the son of Seljuk, the 
uncle of the young prince, proceeded to the presence of Mahmud* 
from whom he experienced a distinguished and honorable recep- 
tion. On this occasion, placing the illustrious stranger on the throne 
b. side himself, Mahmud is said, in the course of conference, to have 
demanded, in the event that an emergency might arise in which he 
should require it, what number of cavalry they were able to send to 
his assistance ? Issraeil, who bad a couple of arrows in the quisle? 
suspended to his shoulder, laid one of them before the monarch, and 
told him that if he transmitted that arrow to the residence of his tribe* 
his orders would be attended by one hundred thousand horse. The 
Sultan again demanded what, if more were required I this” replied 
the son of Seljuk, placing the second arrow in the hands of Mahmud, 

“■will bring fitty thousand more to thy support;” and the Sultan de- 
manding a third time what, if still more were necessary to assure his 
safety, the Seljukian laid the quiver before him, and assured him that 
?OL. lit. 9 Y 
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Kholaussut- if he sent that article of his equipment into TArkestaun, little lessthaljt 
ul-akfabaur. tvro hundred thousand horse would speedto his assistance. Upon thisi 
becoming suddenly jealous of the multitudinous force of the SeljAk* 
ians, in the very midst of the festivities with which he had hitherto 
entertained him, he condemned his unoffending guest to imprisonment 
in the fortress of Kalinjaur ; where he continued to the day of his death. 

The statement hovvever, that Shltaii Mahmud suffered the race of 
Seljuk to cross the Jeyhun, and assigned them a place of residence in 
Khorassaun, in order to obtain possession of their property, is denied 
on the authority of the Rouzut-us-suffa ; the fact being, as formerly 
alleged, that the two warlike brothers did not pass the Oxus until the 
subsequent- reign of hlAssaoud : when they chose for their abode tiia 
territory adjacent to the cities of Nissa and AbiwerJ, dispatching to the 
same Musshoud assurances of their allegiance, and entire suftmissioa 
to his authority. Theintrusiveestablishmentoftheseformidablestran* 
gers in the province of Khorassaun, was however consonant neither with 
the policy norinclinations ofSuitau Mussaoud ; and heaccordinglyinti- 
mated in a letter which he dispatched in answer to these assurances, 
that it might perhaps better suit the circumstances of the race of dd-. 
juk, not to place themselves within theraiigeofhis pen. In other words, 
that they wmuld do well to remove from the territories subject to his 
authority. This reply determined the two chiefs to enter upon im ne- 
diate hostilities with Mflssaoud ; and on the pertext of providing the 
necessary' resources they proceeded w'itl'.out further scruple to invade 
the property of the unprotected inhabitants. The armies of Muss- 
6oud were repeatedly employed to oppose the adventurers, but were 
compelled in almost every conflict, to yield to the superior prowess of 
the two brothers. So that in a period comparatively short, the whole of 
Khorassaun being subjugated to his power, Toghrel Beg, in the begin- 
ning of the month of Moburrim of the 429th of the Ididjerah,* and iq 
the ancient cityofNeyshapfir, the then capital of the province, publicly 
assumed the sovereign dignity, introducing his own name and titles 
into the coinage and Khotbah of the country. 

* Sfiltan Rokken-ud-dein Toghrel Beg Mahommed son of Mey- 
kaeil, 1st monarch of the Seljucides or race of Seljuk. 


* October A. D. 1037. 
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Havlnc tlnis encircled his brows with thetkraofsm'ereicn power, A. H. 

Tosfhrel Be? applied himself with laudable a«!si;linty to regulate the A.D. i('37-> 3l» 

affairs of his new government. Ilis brother, TchegherBegDaoud, was KliohaisU- 

in the mean time detached to reduce Herat, which was consigned on 

its subj u 2 :atioa by that prince, to tite management of one of his inicies, 

while he proceeded in person to Meru ; where he also assumed the „ 

‘ ^ S:-i.T ToghseP 

functions of royalty, and is said to have distinguished himseirby 

abolishing the iniquitous usages of tyranny and injustice. Sultan tiiewceoi’Seiiik. 

Mussaoud of Gheznein advancing, hoAvcver, in the course of the same 

year towards Khorassaun with a very formidable army, the brothers 

united their troops to oppose him, and were again victorious. 

^ On the death of the same Sulttn M-jssaoud, which took place a* 

f .rmerlydesrrihod, in the four hundred and thirty third ofthe Hidjerah, 

the city of Balkh. and the province of Khaurezm were both united to 

the conquest* of the grandsons of Seljulc ; after which Toghrel Beg, 

conducting his troops into the territorj'of Jurjaun and from thence to 

Rev, in less than a twelve month made himself master ofthe whole of 

Persian Irak. 

In the four hundred and forty seventh* of the FTidjmb, we have also 
already seen that Toghrel Beg proceeded to Baghdid ; where he re- 
ceived from the KhaleifohUl Kfieim the title of Rokken-ud-deimYe- 
mein-e-Ameir-ul-mowmenein~— fl/Me truefailh. cud right hand 
ef the commander of the fmthfnL His name was at the same time 
introduced into the Ivhotbah in the very metropolis of Isslara. 

In the course of four hundred and fiftv three, t although the circura- 
stance was formerly stated to have occurred in the four hundred and 
fiitieth of the Hidjerah.Toghrel Beg was recalled from the prosecutioii 
of his conquests oil the Euphrates, by the defection of his half brother,' 

Ibrauhiffi Niaiil ; who had suddenly quitted western Irak, and marched 
to take possession of Hamadiun, The Seljukian monarch proceeded 
without delay into Persian Irak ; and being joined, in due time, by bis 
nephew Alep Arslan, with a numerous and powerful army from Kbor- 
assaun, he hastened to give battle to the insurgent; who was soon af- 
terwardS-totally defeated, taken prisoner, and immediately puttodeiith, 

'AvDiO&.5. 
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A. H. 453-57. To^hrel Beg then dismissing his warlike nephew for Khorassaun, re- 
A. D. ioci-65. turned straight to Baghdad ; where he succeeded in relieving the Kha- 

Kliolaussut- [ejfah U1 K^eim from the usurpation of Bessaussery, and in restoring 
ul-akhbaut. pg^yer. 

In the four hundred and fifty fifth of the Hidjerah, at the age of se* 
venty, Toghrel Beg determined to espouse the daughter of Ui Kaeim, 
hut deferred the consummation of his union until his arrival at Rey, 
for which city he accordingly took his departure. On reaching that 
place he was, however, attacked by a violent dysentery;of which, in the 
mouthof Ramzaun,* he expired after a glorious reign of six and twenty 
years. 

Sultan Ezzed-ud-dein Abu Shiijia Alep Aeslan MAHOMMEDithfr 
sou of Tchegher Beg, second monarch of the race ot Seljiik. 

On the death of his uncle, this prince repaired into Persian Irhk, and 
immediately succeeded to the whole of his dominions, now extending 
from the river Jeyhhn to the Tigris. 

At the commencement of his reign Alep Arslan was prevailed upon 
ndi«onarcl*of*the minister of his predecessor, Abd Nasser Kendery; 

laceofSeljiik. and ultimately to put him to death, at the instanceof Nizam-ul*mulk 
Hussun the son of Isshack, the Tussite, the celebrated Vezzeir of the 
house of Seljuk ; to whom the office of first minister of state was now 
committed with an almost unlimited discretion. A discretion which 
he exercised with a prudence that has consecrated his memory to the 
veneration of succeeding ages. 

Among, the most important ofthe events by which the reign of Alep 
Arslan was distinguished, must not be forgotten the invasion ofhiste^ 
ritories by the Greek emperor of Constantinople, (Romanus Diogenes 
the husband of Eudociaf) with an army estimated at three hundred 
thousand horse, and an equipment formidable in proportion. This 
powerful armament, which had advanced into Armenia, the Se'ljnkian 
monarch, relying upon his favor who dispenses all good, is stated to 
have opposed, and defeated, with a force which did not exceed twelve 
thousandmen. Cmsar, on his discomfiture, waspursuedby Gouhcr Ay- 
wn.one ofthe generalsofhis triumphant adversary, and ultimately take® 

t Vide Gibboa’s Roman empire. Voi. Xlh, octavo edition, 


* Sept, 1063, 
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prisoner bv a Maumlfik, or military slave, by whom he was securely A. H. m. 
conducted to the camp of Alep Arslan. On this subject, it Is described a. D- i '*!5. 
as a remarkable circumstance, that at a muster of his troops, taken by 
order of the Sultan previous to the battle, the person employed in re- 
gistering the names of the soldiers hesitated to take down that of the 
slave in question, on account of his very feeble and defective exterior ; 
until Saud-ud-d?in one of the Sultan’s lieutenants called out to enrol 
him, observing that peradventure the Homan emperor might be des- 
tined to become his caotive ; little suspecting that the event which he 
thts unconsciously predicted, would actually come to pass. 

Be this however as it may, when be was conducted by Gouher Ayein 
to the presence of bis conqueror, the captive monarch is said to have 
prostrated himself to the earth, to have offered every apology, and in 
humble terms to have implored forgiveness for the aggressions of which 
h.- had been guilty. Alep Arslan is stated on the other hand, to have 
generously obliterated the record of his offences; to have demanded one 
of his daughters in marriage for his son Melek Arslan ; and to have 
freely and honorably permitted him to return to his own dominions. 

A revolt set on foot by an insurgent of the name of Jazzua, in the 
latter part of the four hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidjbmah, de- 
manded the presence of Alep Arslan on the confines of Khaurezm ; 
which was perhaps the true cause that diverted him fi’om the prose- 
cution of his advantages against the Greek emperor. He proceeded 
however toattack tlie rebel, who opposed himat the head of thirty thous- 
and horse; but who was defeated with great loss and entirely expelled 
the province. W'hich was now conferred upon Arslan Shah, another of the 
sons of the Seljiikian. The victorious monarch proceeded, on his re- 
turn, to visit the shrine of Ally Ruzza the eighth Imaum, at.Miishhed; 
and continuing his journey to Raudegan, he there encamped on one 
of the salubrious and agreeable spots with which that district abounds. 

At this place he summoned to his presence from all parts of the empire, 
the different governors and principalAmeirs; and when, inconcurren^e 
with liis orders, anumerous and respectable assembly of his nobles had 
been thus formed, he caused his favorite son, MSlet Shah, to seat hi in- 
stil on a throne of gold erected for the purppse ; and there called upon 
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all classes of his people to'pledge their allegiance to that aecomplislied 
prince, as the immediate successor to his dominions. 

Proceeding to the banks of the Oxus, towards the close of his reign, 
with the design of reducing the countries to the Eastward of that river, 
YAssuf Kotewaul, the governor of the fortress of Berzem or Nerzem, 
which had recently submitted to his troops, was introduced to the 
presence of xAlep Arslan ; and as the replies which he received to cer- 
tain interrogatories that he conceived it expedient to propose to the 
captive chief, were such as ill became his situation, the monarch gave 
orders that he should be put to death; but the Kotewaul, disengaging 
himself from his guards, suddenly drew a knife from his boot, and 
made directly for the Sultan’s person ; the attendants rushing at the 
same time to seize the assassin. In this dilemma, Alep Arslan called 
upon them to forbear, and relying upon his known and singular skill 
in archery, fixed an arrow to his bow and discharged it tor the pci-son 
of his assailant. As providence would have it, the royal shaft which 
had hitherto never erred, now flew wide of its object, and the infuriated 
chief being thus permitted to approach the person of the SAltan, suc- 
ceeded in inflicting his mortal wound; nay further, two thousand armed 
attendants who guarded theentrance to th? imperial pavilions, dispersed 
in dismay at the appearance of the murderer with the blood stained, 
knite iu his hand, and suffered him to pass without molestation ; al- 
though he was ultimately dispatched by a Ferraush, or tent pitcher, 
who killed him with a blow of his mallet 

This renowned and warlike monarch was born on Friday the second 
of Mohurrim of the four hundred and twenty first of the liidjerah ;* 
had administered the government of Khorassaun with royal authority 
fortwo years, for his uncle Toghrel Beg; and on the death of thatprinca 
succeeded to the whole of his possessions from the Tigris to the -Oxus, 
which he governed with absolute sway and singular ability, for a 
period of ten years. His death took place in the four hundred and 
’sixty fifth of the Ilidjetahj* when he had attained to the age of forty 
four. It is moreover added, that by his dauntless intrepidity, in- 
flexible justice, and liberality of disposition, he acquired the universal 
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iidspeclaad adiriiratjoD of mankind. A formidable exterioT derived A. H. 4'ji. 
from nature he contrived to render more striking by aboard of singular 
growth and thickness, and bv wearing a tiara of extraordinary height, 
exhibiting from the apex of his coronet to the point oniis beard, a mea- 
surement of two guzz, or something less than tour feet. In short he 
is represented to have given to his head and neck, as f^r as possible, the 
resemblance of the royal animal whose nam? he bore ; Alep Arslan 
in the Tartar language signifying thegreaf, as KuzznI Arslan doe«t..’ft 
ivd lion. The extent of his power and the splendor of hi'* court may 
be further attested by the circumstance, that twelve hundred kings, 
princes, and the sons of princes, werekiiownon some occasions tostacd 
before" his throne. 

Sultan Muezz-ud-dein Abul Futtah Melek shah the son of Alep 
Arslan, third monarch of the race of Seijuk. 

Through the dictates of his father’s will, and theexertionsofXitam- 
ul-mulk the celebrated Vezzeir, this prince, notwithstan jing ’the prior 

claims of his elder brother, became establishe<l on the throne ofTogh- 

, 1 , > I 1 • 1 V Hl.'iof to ra.'c 

rel Beg; and the preference appears to have been uninediat.-ly s-iaAi- 

onedby the authority of the Khalif L"1 Kaeim, who transmitted to him 

the title of JuIlaul-ud-doul.th, Ikesseim-e-Ameir-ul-inoiimenein — g/o- 

Ttf of the state, associati, or perhaps, in ike jjoicerofthe 

commander of the faithfil. 

At the commencement of his reign he was however compell -dto 
vindicate his rights, withtbe sword, against his uncle Kauerdor tiadi'm 
or Kadrid, the sou ofTchegherBeg; who heldthegovernrutmtof Ker- 
Hi:iun,and who nowopeniy declared against his authority. TheSultan 
proceeded into Irak Ajem with the array of Khorassaun, to opppose 
the insurgent, and in the neighborhood ofGuirje or Kerje, brought him 
to a decisive battle ; which, after a dreadful conflict of three days and 
as many nights, terminated in the defeat an 1 cin*ivity of Kaii'M'd. 

Shortly after his achievement of this i.nportaut victwv . the minister 
Kizam-ul-mdlk was urged by the principal officers of the annv, with 
importunities for an advancement of their pav, accompanied with un 
intimation that if their demands were not complied nith, it migiit h tve 
a tendency not very remote, to change the destiny of the vanquished 
reiiel. Kizam-ul-mulk, for the present, appeased their cl;tffiuurs by a 
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promise that in the course of the night, their request should be com- 
municated to the Sultan. When he became however acquainted with 
these insolent menaces, on the part of his generals, Mfelek Shah con- 
trived that very night, by a dose of poison, to remove his uncle out of 
the way of danger. Next day, when the mercenary chiefs renewed their 
clamours with the minister, he informed them, that in consequence 
of his uncle's having made away with himself, by means of some poi- 
son concealed in the signet of his ring, the Sultan was so deeply affected 
that he had not been able to find an opportunity of laying their de- 
mands before him : apiece of intelligence which so effectually silenced 
them, that they ceased to trouble him further with the slightest hint on 
the subject of their pay. 

In the four hundred and sixty seventh* of the Hidjerah, Suliinan 
the son of Kuttulmesh, the son of Issraeil, of the race of Seljuk, and 
the founder of the Anatolian branch of this family, was employed by 
Melek Shah in the reduction ofSyria j which hesucceeded i n accomplish- 
ing to the city of Antioch. And in the year four hundred and seventy 
one*|*bythe capture of Suliman Kbaun the sovereign of that territory, 
the government of Transoxiana was united to the dominions of M61ek 
Shah ; who conveyed his prisoner to Isfahaun, at this period apparently 
the metropolis of the race of Seljuk, 

During this expedition it was, that the hire of theboatmen, who plied 
on the Oxus, was discharged on the part of Nizam-ul-miftlk by an order 
on the collections of Antioch ; and, when the Sultan on the appeal of 
the people to his justice, against what appeared to them so gross an 
evasion of their demands, required from his minister an explanation 
of his conduct, the latter replied that his object was nothing further, 
than to make known to future generations, that his masters power ex- 
tended from the Oxus to the Orontes. The reply was flattering to the 
ambition of this illustrious monarch, and his minister contrived to sa- 
tisfy the demands of the watermen, by purchasing their notes for well# 
told gold. Before he quitted Tranoxian^, on the same occasion, Melek 
Shah espoused the princess Tflrkan Klvitun, daughter ofTemghauje 
Khaun, the son of Boghra Kbaun, monarch of Kashghkr ; by whom 
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M>ine years afterwards, namely, on the twenty fifth of Rudjub ofthe four 
hundred and seventy ninth of the Hidjerab,* he became at the station 
oiSenjaur in Mesopotamia the father of Sultan Sunjnr. 

Led byanardentdisposition to visitdiSerentnatioasand places ofabode, 
Melek Shah is described, by the plurality of historians, to have twice 
surveyed the whole of his vast dominions, extendine from Antioch to 
the city of Ouzkund, near the sources of the Seyhun, or Jaxartes ; 
comprizin? about twelve degrees of latitude, and thirty four of long- 
itude. In the four hundred and eighty first ofthe Hidjerah he per- 
formed the pilgrimage to Mekkah, marking the course of his journey 
by various acts of piety and beneficence ; by abolishing the impositions 
usually exacted on the pilgrims ; and by constructing on the desert a 
variety of caravanserais, with numerous wells and cisterns, for the 
accommodaiion of the weary traveller. 

M hile lie was engaged in his last circuit to a distant part of his do- 
minions, it is further stated, that his country was menaced wich an 

invasion on thepartoi'theemperorofConstantinople;who,ifthls circum- 
stance be true, must have been Alexius 1. the father of Anna Comnena 
the iijstorian. The Persian monarch hastened to oppose and chastise 
the aggression ; but while the two hostile armies lay for some time 
encamped atno great distance troin each other, MelekShah, proceeding 
one day slightly attended, to take the amusement of the chase, unex- 
pectedly fell m with a patrol of the Greek emperor’s troops, and became 
their prisoner. In tins dangerous dilemma he could only charge his 
attendants to beware of paying him the slightest mark of respect ; oa 
the contrary to treat him exactly like one of themselves. 

*- t. 

His master’s misadventure was speedily made known to Nizara-ul- 
mulk ; who proceeded, as if nothing had happened, to place a guard 
nt evening over the imperial quarters, and to circulate the report that 
the Sultan was safe returned, after his usual recreation. Next day he 
repaired, however, to the camp of the C'onstantinopolitan, as if he were 
tile bearer of an embassy from his court; and he was accordingly soon 
admitiedtoan audience with the Greek emperor, who condescended 
to solicit an accommodation of their differences; to which the ministef. 
*fouiih of November, 108U, 
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A. H. 471-85. without much difficulty assented. On this, as if every material point 
A. D. 1078 92. satisfactorily adjusted, Caesar proceeded to inform the am- 

Persians who had fallen into the hands of hjs 
troops , were at that moment prisoners in his camp ; to which, affect- 
jna;to treat the matter with entire indifference, Nizam-ul-rafilk replied 
that it was a circumstance, of which, when he left the presence of his 
sovereign, they were not aware, and most probably that these prisoners 
were people of no kind of note whatever. They were now ushered in 
by the emperor's directions, and gratuitously delivered over to .the 
am,ba.ssador ; by whom, while under the observation of the Greeks, 
they w^ere addressed in terms of asperity, and sharply reprimanded for 
their incaution and neglect of discipline. When they were, however, 
at aconsiderable distance on their return, Nizain-ul mulk dismounted 
from his horse ; and kissing the stirrup of his emancipated sovereign, 
with his face to the earth besought his forgiveness for any mark of dis- 
respect, with which, under the circumstances of the moment, he had 
affected to treat him. The Sultan, after loading his faithful and ac- 
complished Vezzeir with caresses, rejoined liis camp in safety without 
further accident. 

Subsequent to this felicitous enlargement, hostilities were resumed 
between Melek Shah and the Greek emperor, who became in his turn 
theprisonerofhisillustriousadversary ; and his eyes no sooner fell upon 
his conqueror, than he recognized and briefly addressed him in these 
W'ords : “ If thou art a king thou wilt freely forgive the past ; ifa mer- 
“chant, sell me ; if a butcher, put me to death.” “I am a king” replied 
the magnanimous Mclek Shah ; and with that immediately setting him 
at large, he sent him home in safety to his own dominions. But as he 
died shortly afterwards, the countries which acknowledged the autho- 
rity of the Greek (the Auatoliaiipeninsula most probably) if the author 
is entitled to credit, were transferred by the Seljukian monarch to his 
, kinsman, Siiliman the son of Kuttulmesh, thegovernorofSyria. There 
is at the same time a probability, that the whole of this transaction 
may refer to what took place at an earlier period, between Alep Arslan 
and the emperor llomanus Diogenes, as described by Air. Gibbon. 

Towards the conclusion of the reign of AlAlek Shah, some serious 
discussions having arisen between the princess I'urkaaKhatun, who 
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endeavored to secure the succession for her son Mahmud, and the m'n- a. H. 
ister Xizam-ul-mulli, who was equelly strenuous in behalf of Sultan A-P- 
Eiir^uiaurusr, that ambitious female availed herself of theinterccnirse 
which she held with her husband, to calumniate and misrepresent the 
actions of his virtuous and faithful servant; accusin? him of having 
distributed the honors and emolumentsofthe empire between his twelve 
sons; and of having thus effectually excluded the whole of the other 
nobilitvand members of his court, from the advantages to which they 
wereentitled underthe influenceoftheirmaster’sgrandeur. Theseinsin- 
uationsartfully repeated, at lastproduced an entire change in tbs disposi- 
tionofthe Sultan towards his Vezzeir ; to whom, when bisjeulo’.isv bad 
been snlBciently awakened, iiosent a message to require, that if be con- 
sidered himself in effect his competitor for the monarchy, he should 
without farther evasion d'clare it. Bu: if not, he desired to know what 
were his views in disporingofthe different governments of the empire 
among hisownchildrei', without consulringthepleasureoi'bissovereign; 
or on w liutuTGUuds he presumed to exercise such arbitrarv interference 
in every department of the state ? In the mean time it behoved him to 
understand, that if from that moment he scrupled to recede from his 
arrogant pretonsi ; ns, the turban would be struck from his head, and his 
inkstand trarisierred to another. To this Xizam-ii!-mulk resolutelyre- 
plied, thatby an irrevocable destiny his turban and inkstand, and the 
throne and tiara of his sovereign, were insep.irably united; and that 
the stability of these four thiaas reciprocally depended one upon the 
ether. The messengers who conveyed the reply were further prevailed 
upon, by the vindictive queen, to add such other aggravating circum- 
stances, as produced the la&t degree of irritation in the mind of the 
SiVlt-an : by whom the Vizzaurut was immediately transferred to Tauje- 
ul-mnlk Abul (Jhanneim the Kommite, the Diwaun or steward of 
the household of Turkan Khatlm, with instructions to commence 
without delay a rigorous investigation into the conduct of Nizam-ul- 
mu!k. Meltk Shah had in the mean time quitted Isfdliann on his 
way to Baghdad, and the discarded minister was already in motion to 
fr.llow ; wh“n in the month of Ramzaun of the fo-ur hundred and eighty 
ffitli of the iiidji.rith,* that aged and princely Vezzeir was laomily 
* Ociober. '.D, 1082,. 
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A. H. 485. wounded, by the knife of one of the detestable fanatics in the serVide 
of Hussun Shbah, suborned to the act by Taiije-ul-niulk the new 
Kholaussut- minister. Nizam-ul-mulkexpired the ensuingday, andis here affirmed 
’ to have been the first who fell a victim to the atrocious system ofpri- 
vate assassination established by the chief of Almowiit. His body was 
taken back, and committed to the grave at Isfahaun ; and from some 
verses on his death bod addressed to his sovereign, intreating his pro- 
tection for his children, he represents himself to have attained to the 
advanced age of ninety three. 

It is further stated on the authority of the Rouzut-us-suffh, that 
when eleven years ofage, this distinguished minister could recite from 
memory the whole of the Koran ; and that at a very early period of his 
life, he had attained to considerable eminence in the system of linaum 
Shafei, the founder' of the third sect. From the numerous charitable 
and benevolent establishments, w’hich he founded and carried to a com* 
pletion, throughout the empire, particularly at Isfahaun, Baghdad, and 
Bassorah, it is not surprising that his memory should have been ]on«' 
held in veneration. One noble monument, the Nizammiah college at 
Baghdy, stood for ages a memorial of his liberal regard for science; and 
became early celebrated in an eminent degree by the lectures there de- 
livered by the Imaums Abii Ishack the Shirauz ite, and Ghazauly, both ' 
renowned as the ihost distinguished doctors of the age in which they 
lived. 

But without further expatiating on the unbounded liberality, and 
magnificent spirit of this celebrated minister, we shall proceed to state 
that in this his last journey, MelekShah arrived at Baghdad on the 24th 
of Ramzaun ; and that, while pursuing his favorite amusement of the 
chase, he was taken ill in the field, on the third of the succeedingmonth 
of Shavaul,* and compelled to return to the metropolis of the Khalit's, 
under great distress and depression of mind. At the expiration of 
eighteen days only, from the death ofNizam-ul-mulk he, finally, ex- 
changed the trappings of earthly glory, for the silent mansions of 
the dead. 

SMtan MHek Shah thus expired, after a splendid -and prosperous 
5ei|[n of twenty years, at the early age of thirty eight. In his person 
* Fifth of November, A. D. 1002. 
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fie'is 3e5cribecl to have been as handsome, as he was in disposition vir- H. 4te« 
tuous and en^agin?. During the whole of his reign, which was liistin- ^ 
guished by his uniform lore of juatice U'ae nolde arguiiuat oiu mor.* 
arch’s praise.) he studied, with unabated zeal and diligence, topromote 
the prosperity, the embellishment, the security of bis dominioas ; vvhich 
was abundantly attested bv the numerous charitaide establishments, 
the plantations, gardens, and the fortresses, which covered and adwraed 
every province oftheempire. The learned of every class and profession 
he supported and encouraged in their pursuits, by enlarged and libenl 
salaries. His love of the chace has been already adverted to'; and it i? 
but justice to add, that for every animal which bled by his own han \ 
he invariably gave to the poor a dinaur of gold ; and the immensity cf 
his equipments may be in some measure estimated from the circum- 
stance that, whether stationary or on the march, his person \vas never 
attended by less than forty seven thousand cavalry. To him, not only 
his immediate relatives, but manvwho werestrantrers to his blood. Wi ft 
indebted tor their advancement to the highest grad,rrions of powt-r 
and dignity. Among the former, it has already been seen, that he con- 
ferred the province ofRum, or Anatolia, upon Suliman the son of Kut- 
tulmesh, the founder of the Anatolian Seljucides, Sultans of Iconium; 
as he did that of Kermaun, on Sultan Shah the son of Ivauerd, or Kadrii ; 
and part of S\ria he bestowed upon his brother Tenuesh. Amorg 
the latter, he gave thekingdomofKhaurezmtoXoushtekein.orNoush- 
tegoin Glierjah, the founder of the Khaurezm-Sbahies; Aleppo to Kel- 
leim-ud-doulah Auksunkur; Mosstile to Tchegger or Juggennesh ; 

Hussun Keyfaur to Artek ; Mardein to Aukteminur; and Farss to 
Rokken-ud-doulah Khoinaurtekein. And the possessions thus disi. - 
buted, remained with these chiefs and their posterity for many gener- 
ations afterwards. According to Mr. Gibbon, he illustrated the si.vth 
vear of his reign by the adoption, into the Mahommedan chronology, ' 
of a new sera, called after him that of Melek Snah, which cominencet!, 
as stated by the same eloquent historian, on the authority of Dr. Hyde, 
on the fifteenth of March, A. D. 1079; corresponding nearly with 
the eleventh of Ramzaun, ot the four hundred ami sevenry first af 
the ITidjerah. 
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Sliltan Rokken-ud-dein AMlmAzuffur BuRGUiAuunG, Kesseiifi- 
£-Affleir-uI-nioumenein, the son of MMek Shah, fourth monarch of 
the race of Seljuk. 

At the period of his father’s death this prince was residing at Isfa- 
baun, a»d appears to have been considered the legitimate successor to 
the dominions of the house of Seljhk ; but the princess Thrkan Khktun 
and her son Mahmud, being immediately on the spot at Baghdad, she 
availed herself of the opportunity to solicit from the Khalif Mukteddy, 
apatent for the succession, infavorofthesameMahmdd. TheKhalifat 
first resistedherapplication,but beingprevailed upon by her importuni- 
ties, and by the receipt of a very large sum of money, he ultimately con- 
ferred upon Mahmfld the title of royalty. On which aforce was imme- 
diately dispatched by the ambitious dowager for Isfahaun, in order to 
secure the person of Burguiaurug. 

That prince, through the assistance of some of the domestics of Ni- 
zam-ul-mulk, was however enabled to effect his escape, and to join 
hisgovernor, or Atabek, AmeirTukkushtekein ; who conveyed bimin 
safety toRey, and there publicly seated him on the throne of his father. 
Shortly afterwards, Turkan Khatuii conducted her son into Isfahaun, 
and with equal solemnity proceeded to encircle his brows with the di- 
adem of sovereign power: but Sfiltan Burguiaurug approaching to 
attempt the metropolis of his family, at the head of twenty thousand 
horse, an accommodation was brought to pass between him and his 
stepmother, the dowager queen ; by which, on the payment offive hun- 
dred thousand dinaurs*from his father’s efl'ects, he conseiued to vvrth- 
draw from the siege of Isfahanii, and retire to the northward. 

Burguiaurflg w'as, however, no sooner on his mareli for Hamadaun, 
on receipt of his money, than the artful dowager prevailed upon 
Aineir Issmaeil, his maternal uncle, on the promise of her hand, to com- 
mence hostilities against his nephew ;• wdth whoin,in themonth of ilam- 
za'iin of the year four hundred and eighty six,f he came accordiugly 
to a well contested, and obstinate battle. Issmheil was however de- 
feated, and taken prisoner by the troops of the Sultan, and immrnedi- 
ately put to death. In the succeeding month of Shavaiil Burguiaurug 
* li)3.38al. 6s. 8d. at the l 9 west coruputadon, t October, A. 1). lo93. 



m 

was nevertbeless compelled to quit the field by aoother uncle, Ameir A. H. m-M. 
Tenneshthe sou ot’ Alep Arslan; svitawhom beinsf unable to contend, 
he now retreated, as it would appear towards Isfahaim. Fortunately K- tLii.-sit- 
about this period the princess Tiirkan Khkuu had ceased to exist ; and ^ 

Sultan ilahmud proceeding to meet Burguiaurug, on his arrival in the 
neighborhood, the two brothers entered Istahaun toget'iier in a very 
amicable manner. But some of the chiefs attached to the interests of 
Sultan Mahmud, in order to evince their zeal, proceeded to arrest the 
person of Burguiaurug, and were about to deprive him of sight, 
when Mahmud was suddenly attacked by the small pox, which termin- 
ated his existence. Burguiaurug was immediately relieved irom con- 
straint by the conspirators, and restored to his authority. 

Thus at leisure to attend to the affairs of his government, the Sultan 
proceeded to attest bis gratitude for the services of the father, by con- 
ferring the dignity of the Vizzaurut upon Mueyud-ul-muik, the sou 
of Xizam-ul-mulk. But Fakiier-ul-miilk another sen of the cele- 
brated vezzeir’s, arriving from Khorassaun a few days afterwards, 
Burguiaurug, for reasons which are not explained, cancelled his re- 
cent appointment, and transferred it to the new-comer. He then hast- 
ened with his armv to bring to a decision his contest with Ameir 
Tennesli ; whom, after a considerable struggle, he finally defeated and 
killed. Another uncle still survived to dispute his authority ; Arslan 
Shah the sou of Alep Arslan, who had declared against him in Khor- 
assaiin ; and he was marching to that quarter, when the insurgent 
was suddenly put to death, by a youth whom he attempted to force to 
his libidinous and detestable propensities; an event which onnrmed 
Burguiaurug in possession of Khorassaun, without the hazard ofa con- 
flict, After a short residence in that province, he consigned the go- 
vernment to his brother Sunjur, and returned into Irak. 

While the Sultan was absent in Khorassaun on this occasion, Mu- 
eyud-ul-muik, the discarded Vezzeir, had availed hims'^if of the op- 
portunity, to infuse the spirit of revolt into another of the imperial line, 

01 the name of Atriz, who had succeeded in assembling an army in 
Irak, and was at this period marching for Iley. But on reaching .Sawah 
on his way to that metropolis, this prince was also treacliero..‘sly cut off, 
by one of the lanatics of Almowut. Mieyud-ul-muik now directed 
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his course to the city of Kenjah, the residence of Mahommed the son 
of M 61 ek Shah ; whom he next prevailed upon to engage in hostilities 
against his brother. In Shavaul of the year four hundred and ninety 
two,* the royal brothers were accordingly hastening to bring their dif- 
ferences to the decision of a battle ; when the generals or principal 
Ameirs of Burguiaurhg’s court, offended with the conduct of Mejid- 
ul-mulk the mustouffy, or controller or auditor of the exchequer, 
because he had presumed to withhold their emoluments, sought to 
put that minister to death ; and as he fled for protection to the presence, 
the exasperated chiefs pursued, and cut him to pieces before the eyes 
of their sovereign. Alarmed at this flagrant proof of audacit}’’, and of 
defiance to his authority, the Sultan privately withdrew trora the Ko- 
hestaun of Mk, and fled to Rey ; which placed his brother Mahoin- 
mod without further obstacle on the throne of Irak Ajem ; and the 
prime ministry, as might have been expected from the gratitude of his 
prince, was now lodged in the hands of Mueyud-ul-mulk. 

Having contrived, however, to assemble a fresh army, Sultan Bur- 
guiaurug proceeded again, in the month of Rudjub,*ofthe four hund- 
red and ninety-third of the Hidjerah, to give battle to Mahommed; 
was entirely defeated, and this time compelled to seek an asylum in 
Khuzistaun. In that province, being however joined by Ameir Ay- 
auz, one of the slaves of Melek Shah, he was enabled, in the latter 
Jurnmaudy of the year four hundred and ninety-four, f a third time 
to offer battle to his brother ; and in this he proved finally successful ; 
fortune with the victory putting into his hands the obnoxious Vezzeir, 
Mfieyud-ul m&lk. During the period of his captivity, this minister 
is stated to have exerted himself with such address to justify his con- 
duct, and to disarm the resentment of the Sultan, that the latter, from 
an excess of lenity, was at last prevailed upon to encourage him with 
the expectation of being restored to his appointments : but when 
things were at this crisis, while the Sfiltan was reposing himself, one 
day at noon from the heat of the weather, he happened to overhear 
a conversation between his cupbearer and another attendant ; in which 
the former presumed te observe that this same race of Seljuk appeared 
•August, 1099. t May, A. D. 1100. | April, A, D. llOl. 
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toliim to possess neither traemagnanimitv, nor sense ofiniun', since A. H. 494-98. 
the Sultan, notn'ithstandiiig his multiplied treasons, could yetconceive A-D- 
the thou 2 :ht of again creating Mueyud-ul-muik the first minister of 
his government. Not a little irritated by the remark, Burguiaurug 
hastily issued from his tent, with his sword drawn, and having directed 
the unfortunate Vezzeir to be brought before him, immediately struck 
off his head ; desiring the cupbearer to keep in mind, that on some 
occasions, the race of Seljuk could prove themselves not entirely defi- 
cient in spirit. 

Subsequent to this period, when two successive conSicts had fur- 
ther taken place between the Sultans Burguiaurug and Mahommedr 
a treaty of peace was at last concluded between the rival brothers; by 
which it was finally agreed, that Syria, Diaurbekir, Azerbayjaun, 

Miighaun, Armenia, and Georgia, should be comprized within the 
dominions of Siiltan Maliommed; and that the remainder of thepatri- 
mony of the kouseof Seljuk, consisting, probably, of eastern and wes- 
tern Irak, Farss and Khorassaun, with the whole of the territory 
beyond the Oxus, should continue under the authority of Burgui- 
aurug. The dissensions between the family appear to have thus hap- 
pily terminated until the death of Burguiaurug ; which took place in 
tlie four hundred and ninety-eighth of the Hidjerab,* the twenty-fifth 
rear of his age, and the thirteenth of his reign. 

Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein Abu Shiijia Mahommed, son of Melek 
Shah. Ktsseim-e-Ameir-ul-moumeneiu, fifth monarch of the race of 
Seljuk, 

Immediately on the death of Iris brother, Sultan Mahommed laid 
claim to the entire possessions of the house ofSeljilk ; although .Me- 
lek Shah the son of Burguiaurftg, had been early seated on the throne 
of his father, by the two slaves Ay'auz and Sedkah, who prepared, Scetan 5Ia- 
sword in band, to support the rights of the young prince. But when rl'e'ef 
the armies were about to engage, a cloud, in the shape of a dragon Seljuk. 
vomiting flames, appearing above the heads of the troops of .^yaiiz 
and Sedkah, they were so appalled by the phenomenon, that they 
instantly sued for pardon, and declared in favor of Sultan Mahommed. 

♦A.D.1104 
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The young prince, and his tvro advisers, now fell into the hands of th® 
Sultan, by whom they were sent, the former to a prison, the latter to 
the grave. 

Sultan Mahommed, in the former Juramaudy of the yearfour hun- 
dred and ninety-eight, ♦ appeared at BaghdM ; where, though the au- 
thority of his nephewhad been readily proclaimed byMustezhir B’lllah, 
he, however, treated that Khalifwith distinguished respect and honor. 
On this occasion, it is stated that while the Sultan continued at 
Baghdad, Ahmed the son of Abdulmelek Attaush, a confirmed ad- 
vocate of the Bowautinists, or. Ismaeilians, who had long preached 
his schismatical doctrines to thegarrison of Dezhkoh, a fortress in the 
neighborhood ■ of Isfahaun erected by Sultan Mfelek Shah, availed 
himself of the opportunity to make himself master of that stronghold, 
and to declare himself in a state of disobedience. On information of 
this contumacious act of rebellion in the very heart of his dominions, 
Shltan Mahommed returned without delay towards his capital, and 
immediately laid siege to the fortress ofDezhkoli. When the resources 
of the garrison became nearly exhausted, Ahmed Attaush conveyed 
a message to Saud-ui-mulk the Oujian, who held the office of Vez- 
zeir to the SAltan, and who had privately embraced the doctrines of 
the Schismatics, to apprize him that the subsistance of his followers 
being reduced almost to nothing, he should, in the course of two or 
three da3rs, be constrained to capitulate with his adversaries. The 
perfidious Vezzeir to this verbally replied, that it behoved him to 
exert his patience for a week longer, until he could find the means of 
removing this dog, alluding to his sovereign, out of the way. The 
Sultan, from a constitutional heat of temperament, had been in the 
habit of bleeding regularly once a month, and the period at which he 
usually underwent the operation now drew near. Saud-ul-mulk then 
seized the opportunity, and with a bribe of one thousand dinaurs, pre- 
vailed ijpon the surgeon to bleed his master with a poisoned lancet. 
The chamberlain of Saud-ul-mulk becoming, however, by some 
means or other, acquainted with the design, fortunately disclosed it to 
his wifej and the lady, as will sometimes happen, made the secret 
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tnown to her gallant; so that it cculd not ultimately fail to find its A.H.498-H1. 
way, to him whom it most materially concerned. Saltan Mahommed P- ttuo-i y. 

upon this, feigning to be suddenly indisposed, sent for his surgeon to 
perform the usual operation ; and the latter had bound bis arm, and 
w'as proceeding to touch it with the point of his lancet, when the 
royal patient fixed his eyes with stem severity on the countenance of 
the guilty miscreant. A tremor seized the limbs of the traitor; he 
made a full and immediate confession of the truth, and was bled to 
death with his own lancet. The treacherous minister, with all 
attached to him, suffered the punishment due to his crimes ; and the 
garrison, apprized of what had happened, delivered up their fort with- 
outfurther resistance. Theirleaderbecominga prisoner, was conducted 
into Isfahaun, ridina: on a camel with his hands bound, bv command 
of the Sultan ; and in the course of a few days he was condemned to 
perish by an ignominous death, and his body burnt, together with 
those of all his misguided associates. 

In this place we are informed, on the authority of theTarilchguzei- 
dah, although it is not easy to reconcile it with the corresponding peri- 
ods of the history, that Sultan Mahommed was engaged, towards the 
conclusion ofhis reign, on a distant expedition into Hindustaun; dur- 
ing which he signalized his zeal for the faith, by the immolation of a 
vast multitude of unhappy and unbelievin? Hindfis. In the course of 
the expedition, an idol came into the Sultan’s possession, of the enorm- 
ous weight of two thousand raaunns, about eight and twenty tons at 
the lowest computation, which the natives offered to redeem with an 
equal weight in pearl. The Sultan rejected their offer with disdain ; 
observing, that were he to comply, the world might justly entitle him 
Jlabommed the idol-merchant, for the same reason that a certain sta- 
tuary of the nam'e of Azer, was called the idol-cutter. The image was 
accordingly conveyed all the way to Isfahaun, where it was laid 
across the threshold at the entrance of the college which contains the 
tomb of Sultan Mahommed. It must, at the same time, occur to the 
reader, that nearly the same circumstance has been already related of 
Sultan Mahmud of Gheznln. 

In the early part of the five hundred and eleventh ofthe Hidjerah, 
while stretched on the bed of sickness and debility, Sultan Mahom- 
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A. H, 511-30. med declared his son Mahmud successor to the throne of Toghrel Beg; 

and shortly afterwards closed his earthly career at the age of thirty 
ul akirbaur* reigned for about thirteen years subsequent to the de- 

mise of his brother. He bears with historians the character of a pious 
and, temperate prince, distinguished for his inviolable adherence to hie 
engagements, for his, rigid and inflexible regard to truth, and for the 
just and equitable principles on which he governed his people. 

Silltan Muezz-nd-dein Sunjue, entitled Burhaun*-e- Ameir-ul~mou- 
menein, the son ofMelek Shah, sixtlvmonarch of the race ofSeljuk. 

This able prince had already administered the government of.Khor- 
assaun for a period of tw’enty years, during the successive reigns of his 
brothers, Burguiaurug and Maliommed ; and assuming the sovereign 
authority on the death of the latter, he proceeded into Irak to vindi- 
cate his claims against his nephew Mahmud, who had collected an 
ScLTAN Sun- oppose him. The younger prince being however defeated, 

juE.VUhmon- withdrew towards S^wah ; but submitting to his destiny, and repair- 
ing respectfully to the presence of his uncle, he met with a liberal re- 
ception ; and was invested with the government of Persian Irak, with 
no other apparent stipulation, than that the name of Sultan Sunjur 
should have precedence in the public prayers. 

During the five hundred and twenty-fourthf of the Hidjerah, Sul- 
tan Sunjur wa.s employed in Transoxiana, to suppress the rebelliou of 
Ahmed the son of Silliraan, governor of Samarkand. The insurgent 
sustained-, asiege of some duration wdthin the walls of that city ; but 
ultimately submitting to the Sultan, the government was transferred 
to a slave of that monarch’s. It was, however, restored to Ahmed ben 
Suliman, after he had continued for some time in disgi’ace. 

In the year five hundred and thirty, J the Seljukian was involved in 
hostilities with BehramShah king ofGheznein, who was indebted to 
him for his crown; and who yet thought fit about this period to with- 
hold the tribute, which he had voluntarily incurredhy an obligation so 
essential. Sfiltan Sunjur proceeding however towards Gheznein, at 
the head of his troops, matters were ultimately accommodated, Behram 
Shah submitting to make good his engagements for the future. Five 

)* A demonstration, or perhaps a ray, of the power of the commander of the faithful. 
tA.D.ll30. tA,D.U35. 
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years afterwards,* (in 535 ) the presence of Sultan Siinjur was arain a. h. 53V43, 
required in Transoxiana, by fresh indications of hostility on the part 5. D. ’’ 1-4 4. 
of the governor of Samarkand, at this time laiuuishinc under a recent 
stroke of the palsy. After a siege of six months, bein? reduced to 
extremity, he once more delivered up the citytothe Sultan ; in whose 
presence he is described to have appeared with his mouth distorted, 
and the saliva streaming down the corners. He was now finally 
removed; though the province was bestowed upon his son Nasser 
Kbaun. They were probably an interior branch of the Seljukian 
family. 

About the same period, misled by the counsels of some of his nobi- 
lity, Sultun Sunjur imprudently entered into a war with Gur Khaun, 
the monarch of Kara Khatav, or central Tartarv, who hastened to 
oppose him with all the force of his dominions. By a sudden and 
unaccountable defection, or dereliction of duty, on the part of the. 
same nobles, the Sultan was left to precipitate himself on the ranks 
of his adversaries, with nomore than three hundred followers; and with 
fifteen of that number only, who survived the attempt, he succeeded 
in making good his retreat to the fortress of Termed, until joined by 
others who hadescapedfromthefieldofbattle. TurkanKhatun, his con- 
sort, with Tauje-ud-dein» Abul Fuzzul governorofSeiestaun, rem lined 
however, in the hands of the infidels, although they were some time 
afterwards released, and conducted into Kliorassaun. 

The effects of this defeat produced in the destiny of Sultan Sunjur, 
the most uniavorable reverse ; as it diminished to a serious extent that 
awe with which the world had hitherto been accustomed to contem- 
plate his power. Fereid-ud-dein-Kateb addressed the following lines 
to console him under his misfortune. 

Longhas the agitated world been composed, illustrious prince, by 
the motion of thy spear ; 

For fortyyears has thy sword procured vengeance on thine enemies ; 

Should some slight reverse befal thee, be it ascribed where due, to 
the mutability of fortune ; 

For the BEING who reigns in eternity, is alone HE that is exempt 
from change. 
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A, H. 543-48. In the five hundred and forty-third* of the Hidjerah, the SM tain wair» 
A. D. 1148-53. iio^yever, sufficiently recovered from the sense of these calamities, to 
Kholaussut- yjgjj. Persian Irak ; where he was received by his nephew Sultan 
Bl-akhkur. recently succeeded to the government, on the 

death of Mahrafid, with every mark of respect and attachment. Here 
he also received letters from his tributary, Behram Shah of Gheznein, 
announcing his successes in Ghour,’ and accompanied by Neikserf 
the Sfirian ; one of the chiefs of the country who had been conducted 
to the presence of the Sultan, in order to attest these triumphs over a 
warlike people, Nevertheless, in the course of the following year, 
Alla-ud-dein Husseyne tbe Ghurian, with Ally Tchetry, the latter 
educated by the immediate bounty ofSiiltan Sunjur, commenced hos- 
tilities against his authority, and threatened Khorassaun with invasion. 
Sultan Sunjur hastened to oppose their designs, defeated them in 
battle, and made prisoners both of Alla-ud-deiu and his associate. 
The former he detained in custody, but the latter he condemned to 
immediate execution for his ingratitude. The result of this victory 
was to restore to the Sultan a great part of his former renown, which 
was again re-echoed to the remotest limits of theearth. When he had 
however detained Alla-ud-dein HAsseyne for some time a prisoner at 
his court, he discovered in that chieftain so many engaging and bene- 
volent qualities, that he treated him with distinguished kindness, 
and finally sent him to preside over his native province of Ghour. 

In the year five hundred and forty-eight,* SAltan Sunjur was des- 
tined to experience the direst calamity that can fall to the lot of a 
sovereign prince ; that by which he is thrown into the hands of his 
enemies. In a former period of his government, he had been induced 
to admit of the settlement, in the territory of Khotlan,Tcheghaunian, 
and the neighbourhood of Balkh, of a colony of forty thousand TArk- 
man families, of that particular race which bore the appellation of 
Hush-e-Ghuzz— the swarm of the Ghuz^i ; on their engaging to fur- 
nish for the use of his kitchen, an annual supply of four and twenty 
thousand sheep. Under this‘ tenure they- had, for some time, been 
suffered to enjoy in the country a peaceable and unmolested resi- 
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depce; until, unfortunately, one of the agents of the Khaunsalaur, or A. H. 548. 
purveyor of the kitchens, employed to demand the usual suppiv, con- ti53. 
trary to the practice ot his predecessors, iu selecting the animals pro- 
ceeded to cavil and dispute with the Turkmans; who, neither disposed 
to endure nor submit to his insolence, without ceremony put him to 
death, and immediately displayed the standard of insurrection. Not 
daring to apprize his sovereign of what had passed, the Khaunsalaur 
continued for sometime tosupply the Sultan’s tableat hisown expence; 
but AmeirKomauje, the governor of Balkh, happening to visit Meru, 
at this period the residence of the court, the Khaunsalaur disclosed 
to him the nature of the dilemma to which he had been reduced, by 
the misconduct and rapacity of lus agent. On this, Komauje embraced 
the first opportunity of introducing, to the Sultan, the subject of the 
increasing strength and refractory spirit of the Glmzzians, and con- 
trived to obtain for himself a patent for the controul of that obnoxi- 
ous tribe. ^ hen be returned to Balkh, he accordingly dispatched to 
demand from the Ghuzzians their arrears of supply, a person whom 
they immediately expelled, with every mark of contempt and insult ; 
proclaiming that they were the subjects of the Sultan alone, and that 
they''acknowledged no other superior. Ameir Komauje accompanied 
by his son Melek-ul-Shurk, now proceeded to the neighborhood of 
the Ghuzzian settlements, equally prepared for hunting and for battle; 
notwithstanding which, he was attacked and killed by the insurgents. 

On intelligence of this act of hostility. Saltan Sunjur in concur- 
rence with the advice of his courtiers, hastened in person, to reduce the 
rebels to their duty: while on their paflrt, the Ghuzzians, on his 
approach, dispatched to the camp of the Sfrltan to apologize for their 
conduct, and to solicit his forgiveness ; offering in atonement for their 
offence, and for the blood of Ameir Komauje, to pay a fine of one 
hundred thousand dinaurs, accompanied by one hundred Khatayan 
slaves. The Sultan seemed disposed to accede to these terms, and to 
return to Mere ; but his Ameirs objected, that if the Ghuzzians were 
suffered to elude the chastizement they deserved, his empire would 
be exposed to perils and distractions, beyond his ability to obviate or 
appease. It was therefore determined to proceed in the design against 
the Ghuzzians ; but when the royal army drew near to the stations of 
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the insurgents, an attempt was again made on the part of the latter to 
awaken the compassion of the Sultan by the most humble intreaties, 
and by an offer to add to the amount of the former fine, one munn, or a 
quarter of a hundred Weight of .gold, from every household belonging 
to the tribe, if he would engage to pardon their disobedience. The 
monarch appeared still disposed to the side of mercy ; but as his power 
was now rapidly tending to its close, the counsels of two of his Ameirs, 
on whose judgment he principally relied, prevailed with him to force 
the rebels to a battle. The Ghuzzians, thus driven to despair, pro- 
ceeded, like meii devoted to destruction, to combat in self-defence ; 
and the, greater part of the Sultan’s generals, from a misunderstanding 
with his two advisers, discharging their duty with criminal negligence 
in the conflict wh ich ens ued, the insurgents were completely tri umphan t, 
and the Sultan became their prisoner. Although they continued to 
treat their royal captive forsoine time with every outward appearance 
of respect, the Ghuzzians availed themselves of their victory toattend 
him to Merfi, at that period a city of great extent and opulence ; which 
they devoted for three days and as many nights, to plunder and outrage. 
After which, not yet satisfied with their booty, they proceeded to 
torture the inhabitants, in order to discover such property as had 
escaped the general pillage ; and under these circumstances, great 
numbers of the most distinguished and respectable believers perished, 
from the cruelties inflicted upon them by this ferocious and exasper- 
ated horde. 

The same enormities were extended by the Ghuzzians through the 
greaterpartofKhorassauii; theunfortunateSunjur, whom they bad ulti- 
mately confined to an iron cage, being condemned to the mockery ofa 
daily exhibitionon his throne, fora period of almost four years ; during 
which the country was compelled to submit to every species of op- 
pression and outrage. All this time the Siiltan was deterred from any 
plan of escape by the consideration that his consort, the princess 
Turkan Khltfin, was also in the hands of his oppressors ; but in the 
five hundred and fifty-first of the Hidjerah,* which produced the 
death of that princess, he no longer delayed to deliberate on the means 
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efhis deliverance. Thecare of his person hadbeen entrusted to Ameir a. H. 

- Efeiaus, one of the Ghuzzian chiefs’; and this man be now prevailed ^ I>- tivi-u a. 
upon to conduct him, on the pretence of hunting, to the banks of the Kbiiu:sut- 
Jeyhun ; where Ameir Ahmed Koinauje the governor of Termed, 
with whom the plan had been preconcerted, and who had provided 
boats for the occasion, suddenly made his appearance; and succeeded 
in cariying off the person of his sovereign, and in conveying him in 
safety to the castle of Termed. After continuing in that fortress, as 
king as it was necessarj' to collect a sufficient body of his adherents, 

Sultan Sunjur proceeded to revisit his capital of Meru ; but observing, 
on his approach, the desolation which pervaded the country, and the 
deplorable distress of its inhabitants, the spectacle became too painful 
for his feelings ; and the aged mon irch, now in his seventy third year, 
sank under the burden of iiis afflictions, on the twenty fifth of the for- 
mer Llebbela of the five hundred and fifty second oftbe Hidjerah ;*after 
reigning paramount sovereign of the Persian empire for one and forty 
Tears. 

Sultan Sunjur has been equally praised for his piety, and modesty of 
disposition, and for his benevolence and the love of his people; for 
his respect for, and his encouragement of learning, and learned men, . 
and for his Zealand exertions to promote the advancement of his reli- 
sioii : and if he failed in extending the dominions of his tamilv b\' for- 
eign conquest, and became otherwise un'ortuniite in the conclusion of 
his reign, it has by no one been ascribed to any deficiency in talents 
either for war or government ;. in both of which he is universally ac- 
knowledged to have excelled. The grandeur of tlse house ot'Seljuk in 
its extended sense, at the same time, appears to have terminated with 
this prince. His sister^s son, Mahmud, the son of Mahommed 
Khaun, paternally descended from Boglira Khaun of T'urkestaun, is 
stated, on theauthoritv of the Rouz ut-us-sutia, to have succeeded to 
the sovereignty of Khorassaun, on thedeathofSultan Sunjur; but one 
ofhis ministers revolting ag'ainst his authoritv,in the sixth year of his. 
government, (A. H. 5.5S.) Mahmud was taken prisoner and deprived of 
■sight: after wliich, part of the tenitory of that noble province, was 
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appropriated by the kin^rsof Khaurezm, while the remainder continued 
subject to the predatory and. irregular government of theGhuzzi. 
The history must now recede to take a -survey of the transactions, in 
which the collateral branches of this celebrated race were more im- 
mediately concerned. 

Sultan Mogheyth-ud-dein Mahmud, tbeson of Mahommedson of 
Melek Shah, entitled Yemein-Aai-eir-iil-moumeimin. 

It was formerly noticed that this prince, nominated by hisfirtherto 
succeed to the entirodominions of the house ofSoijuk, was ultimately 
compelled to confine his pretensions to the two provinces of Persian 
and Arabian Irak ; in the government of which he was confirmed by 
his uncle Sultan Sunjur. He held his authority for a period of four- 
teen years ; and is described as a virtuous prince, elegant in his person, 
and of gi’eat mildness of disposition. He was howevergreatlyaddicted 
to women, and devoted much of his time and attention, to his dogs, 
and to the amusements of the chase. These amusements were, at the 
same time, not suffered to detach him either from the controul of his 
finances, thesuperiiuendanceofliis daily expenditure, or the punctual 
subsistance of his troops. He died at I Iama;laun, which was become 
the metropolis of this branch of the family, in the mouth of Shavaul 
of the five hundred and twenty fifth of the Hidjerah,* at the age of 
seven and twenty. 

Sultan Rokken-ud-dein Toghrel, the son of Mahoramed son of 
Melek Shah, in conformity with the instructions of his ancle, suc- 
ceeded, on the death of hishrother Mahmud to the government of Irak, 

, both Persian and iVrahian. He was however, during the whole ot his 
. government, engaged in perpetual hostilities, with various success, 
against his surviving brother Sultan Mussaoud ; after sustaining a con- 
test with whom fin' a period of three years, he cpiitted this stage of ex- 
istence, in Mohurrim of the -five hundred and twenty ninth of the 
Midjerah leaving a character distinguished for strict and impartial 
■justice, for scrupulous abstention from all that was repugnant to the 
laws of his religion, and for singular valour, modesty, and humanity. 

Sfiltan Gheyauth-ud-dein Mussaoud, the son of Mahommed son • 
ofMtlekShah. 

* Sept. A. D. 1 1 31. t November, A. D. 1184. 
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Being at Baghdad at the period of iiis brothfr’s death, a part of the n. 52 s. 
Anieirs of the governmentdispatched without delay to invite Mussio'-id 
to Ilamadaun, to take possession ofthe vacant authority ; while others 
with equal activity sent to Tehreiz, to deinand the presence of his ne- 
phew Daoud, the son of the deceased monarch. Saltan Mussaoud, 
c-htainicg, however, thestart of the younser prince, suddenly appeared 
at Ilamadaun, and received the submission of the whole, with reluc- 
tance, or cordiality, just as the parties felt affected to his interests. 

The Khalil's Mustershid, and Rashid Bilkh engagina: iu hostile de- 
signs against the authority of Sii Itan Mussaoud, were bot'o assissinated • 


by some of the fanatic disciples of the c'aief of Almowut, as form - ly 
related, in the early part of his ^roveriiment. The presence of theSiiltia 
was therefore agaiu re''’uired atBashdat! ; whrre, lie proceeded accord- 
iri'h to place IT .Mukteiiy on the throne of the Khelaufut. While 
he was a’ s nt i'r'-'tu llamad'tuii on this occ ision, intelligence was con- 
voyed to tiiat designs hostile to his government, were under the 
contempLition of the lieutenant of Farss ; and be found it expedient 
to detach his brother Seljiik Siiah, accompanied by his Atabek, or go- 
vernor, or preceptor, Kara Sunkur, to restore obedience in tnat pro- 
vince. The Atabek had nowever madebutone march from the encainp- 
of Sultan M-iusaoud, when he had the audacity to dispatch a 
n,v>S£ice to that mcncrch, to announce that he should not advance a 
st- p rcithcr, until the head of the minisur, .Mahommed Khau/en, 
vassent to him. This personage bad rendered himself particularly 
obnoxious to the Ameirs, not less by his imperious and haughty de- 
meanor, tiian by the sequestration of their emoluments ; and however 
Lis master might have been disposed to protect him, the demand of 
the Atabek was repeated with such determined pertinacity, that it was 
finally complied with ; and the bead of the unfortunate Vezzeir was 
given up to his importunities, Ivira Sunkur then proceeded into b arss ; 
and having reduced the metropolis of Sheirauz, and placed it in the 
possession of Seljiik Shah, he returned to the court ot .Miissuoud, 
where he died some time afterwards. 
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The Sultan now transferred his confidence to the Atabeks Eylde- 
kez, and Jaudely ; on the former of whom, with the covc-rnmeut of 
iebfciz and Aztrbayjauu, he bestowed the widow of bis brother Sdl- 
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A. H. 532-47. tan’ToghreijOfwliich marriage theAoieirsKuzzul Arslan, andMatiom- 
A, D. 1137 52. ^,gj.g t}jg jssue_ Atabek Jaudely on the subsequent death of 

province of Farss, 

During his second visit to Baghdy, about the five hundred and 
thirty-second of the Hidjerah, Abbas the governor of Key, undertook 
to transfer the throne of the absent monarch, to his brother Suliman 
Shah ; and, uniting with Abdurraihinan and Buzaubah, two chiefe 
who entertained siinHar designs in favor of Melek Shah and Mahora- 
med, the sons of Mahmud, openly declared against Sultan Muss&oud, 
and took possession of Isfahaun. Apprized of this dangerous combin- 
ation against his authority, the Shltan, in the very middle of winter, 
hastened towards Isfahaun ; but being intercepted on his arrival at 
Hulwaun, by a tremendous fall of snow, and other severities of the 
season, he was for the present constrained to postpone his vengeance, 
and return to Baghdad. On the return of more genial weather in the 
ensuing spring, however, the Sultan proceeded towards his object by 
the route ofTebreiz, at the head of a powerful army ; Sdliinan Shall* 
with his general Abbas, and the princes Mabommed and Melek Shah, 
awaiting his approach, at a station in the neighborhood of lliimadaun. 
Happily for SAltan Mussaoud, the very night preceding the day which 
had been appointed for battle, Suliman Shah unaccountably withdrew 
towards Bey, followed by Abbas ; and Abdurraihman, and Buzaubah 
equally surprized and alarmed, made the best of their way towards 
Isfahaun, with M^lek Shah and Mahoramed: while Sfiltan Mussaoud 
thus fortunately relieved from his embarrassments, hastened towards 
Bey on the footsteps, of bis brother. Shortly afterwards Suliman 
Ventured loan interview with his brother; and, it being thought unad- 
visablebythe Sultaii'scabiuetthat he should remain any longer at large, 
he was, as might have been foreseen, immediately consigned to impri- 
sonment. Abbas, Abdurraihman, and Buzaubah, in the course of 
time, also solicited and obtained the Sfiltau’s pardon, and hastening 
in succession to his presence, were treated with kindness and distinc- 
tion. But, as their breasts continued to be animated with a spirit of 
hostility towards tli'eS&ltan’sgoverament,aconsiderable periodwas not 
•suffered to elapse before.it was sufficiently demonstrated in the ingra- 



tilde of tlieir actions ?and they were, each of them in ditTerent ways, 
uUimateiy taken off bv the hands of the executioner. 

Subsequent to these events, the reign of Sultan Miissaoud proceeded 
with unclouded prosperity to the period of his death, which took place 
in sight of Hamadaun, on the night of the first of Rudjub of the five 
hundred and forty seventh of the Hidjerah,* the forty fifth year of his 
age, and the nineteenth of his government. He is described to have 
surpassed in liberality and benevolence of disposition, as well as in the 
strength of his understanding; and to have promoted , both by his ex- 
ample and authority, the exercise of charity in all its forms. His 
munificence is indeed alleged to have been carried to that extent, that 
he was frequently reduced to draw upon an empty treasury; and he 
was so singularly attached to the mannersj and habits of life of religious 
mendicants, that great part of his leisure hours was devoted ro an 
attendance on the victims of sorrow, and the inmates of seclusion. 

Mogheyth-ud-dein Melek Shah the son of Mahmud, of Hama- 
daun and Irak Ajem. 

Raised to the throne, by whatever means, on the death of his uncle, 
this prince appears to have immediately shut himself up against every 
kind of intercourse with the Ameirs, and other olficers of his govern- 
ment, and to have totally resigned himself to hispleasures. Attemptinj, 
however, to seize the person of Kliausseik, one of the ministers of the 
late Sfiltan, most distinguished for his singular prudence and extra- 
ordinary valour, the greater part of the chiets took offence at the de- 
sign, and espoused the cause of the minister ; by whose instructions, 
in the month of Shavaui of the 54rth of the Hidjerah,f Hussun Jan- 
dimr, on the pretext of an entertainment given in honor of him, pro- 
ceeded to invite the prince to his house; where, at the endoftliree 
days, which he had been suffered toindulge himself in every species 
of luxury, he w'as seized, and immediately confined to the castle of 
Hamadaun, Messengers were at the same time dispatched to K.huz- 
istaun, to invite his brother Maliommed to take possession of the go- 
vernment. After remaining some days immured in hisprison, however, 
he found means to effect his escape ; and proceeding by the most 
• First of October, A. D. 1152. t JiSKiary, A, D. 1153, 
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cOiiCufrtuce of the Ameirsofthe proviac^, ascended the thtom 
ci liik. In order to pratify the wislies of Atabek Eyidekez, he had 
consented to uominate the step-son of that chieitarn, Meltk Arslan, 
as Lis '-nccessor in the royal authority; but, throuph the supiestions 
of Ezz-ud-deia Keyntaur, and Nausser-ud-dein Auksunkur, forming 
some desijn au'uinst the person of Ul Mouffek- 'probabiy Mistanji-r 
or ilistunj id, fur that was thename of the reigning Khalif) the intention 
became known r<> that KhrJir: who dispatched a mess/ige to inform 
the Atabek that it was expedient to establish ileiuk Arslan in the so- 
vereign autboritv, without further dehiv. Atabek Evldekez was. 
wrought upon, without much diificultv, to coincide in this measure, 
and proceeded to conduct his ward fromTebreiz. immediately towards.- 
Hamadaun. Sulhuan Shah, devoted to wine and women, gave him- 
self in the mean time but little concern about the arrangements of his 
poverament ; and the greater part of the nobles withdrawing from his- 
court in consequence, a conspiracy was formed to seize his person I 
which was carried into execution, as soonas Mek-k Arslan and the Ata- 
btk, were arrived in the vicinity of Hamadaun, towards the conclusion 
of Ramzaun of this year.* The deposed Sultan was confined to the castle 
or citadel of tiie metropolis, after a short reign of six months and a 
few days ; and he died in his prison sliortly afterwards at the age of 
forty five. 

Sultan Rokken-ud-dein Asslax thesoaofToghrel, in Hamadaun, 
Irak Ajei».&c. 

Immediately on his arrival at Hamadaun, this prince was confimi-’d 
in the sovereign authoritv by the concurrent voice of his several 
A meirs : and he pave to the world, according to our author, both by the 
splendor of his power, and the justice of his government, acourse of 
prosperity to which for some time it had been a stranger. He was 
however summoned at the comineneement of his reign to oppose the 
rebellion ot' £zz-«d-deia Keyamof tlie governor of Isfaljauu, and 
Hussaum-ud-dein Eynaunje, w Eyoauntch, governor of Key ; who 
had preclainied Mahoromed thesonof Seljiik Shah, and wereadvanc- 
isg toWftids Haaiadattix. In the neigliborhoed of' Kazvein (Casbii^ 
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they were met, and entirely defeatedbyS61tan Arslan, Melek Mahom- a. h, 
me'd flying towards Rhflzistaun,and Keymaur and Eynaunje towards D- 
Rev and Mazanderaun, About the same period the province of Kb.:.;h=iir 
Azerhayjaun was menaced with an invasion from the prince of En- 
jaiiz, a confirmed and profligate infidel,* which the Sultan hastened 
without delay to repel. In a dreadful battle which took place not 
far from the fortress of Kauk, the advocates of Islam were deci- 
sively triumphant : after which Sultan Arslan repaired to Kazvein, 
and having made himself master, sword in hand, of a fortress erected in 
the neighborhood of that place by the Issmauilians of Ahuowut, he 
levelled it with the ground. 

Towardsthe conclusion ofnvelumdred and fiftvnine.f Sultan Arslan 
proceeded towards Isfahaun ; where being joined by Atahek Zungul 
theSelghrian, be conferred upon that chief the government of Sheirauz 
and Farss. Eynaunje was formerly stated to have fled into Mazan- 
deraun. He repaired‘fiiially to the court of the king of Khaurezin ; 
and having procured the assistance of that monarch, he returned in the 
five hundred and sixty first ot the Hidjerah, into Persian Irak, where 
he committedgreat enormities, particularlyin the territories adjoiningto 
Kazvein and Ebher: but Sultan Arslan, accompanied by the Atabek 
Eylufkez, hastening to chastise the inroad, Eynaunje again retiredinto 
Mazanderaun. In the five hundred and sixty third* or tne Hidjerah, 
however, be once more entered the province of Rev ; and succeeded in 
defeating Kussrut-ud-dein Mahoramed the son of Eyldekez, the Sul- 
tan’s half brother, employed against him on this occasion. Atahek 
Evldekez was then dispatched in pereon to repel the invader ; with 
whom he found it expedient, nevertheless, to conclude atreaty of peace, 
by which it was stipulated, that Eynaunje should accompany the Ata- 
bek to the prescnceof Sultan Arslan. It was however so contrived, that 
the very night preceding the intended interview, Eynaunje should 
have been put to death in his own encampment, while no one was ever 
discovered, to whom the fact could be ascribed. The Sultan ou in- 
telligence of what had happened, conferred the government of Rey, 

• We Iiave notbeeu able to identify the country of iMs prince, 
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upon h:s maternal half brother ^lahommed the son of Eyidekez, eti- 
th’ivflJahamPehdicaun — the peerless knight of the world ; who sooa 
■ afterward' married one of the daughters of Eynaunje, by whom he 
liecanv.- tlic father of Kiitlugh Eynaunje, destined to be the principal 
iDstriniieat in the subversion of the power ofthe race of Seljuk in Irak. 

lu the five hundred and sixty eighth* of the Hidjerah, died the mo- 
ther of Sultan Arslan, who had been long nrarried to Atabek Eyldeksz ; 
a female than whom, according to our author, from the united testi- 
mony of every historian of the age in which she lived, w' ether in piety, 
sincere devotion, modesty, or zeal in promoting the Inopinessof her 
people, none more distinguished was ever nursed in the cradle ofthe 
iilusirkiusgreat. Her husband followed to the grave at the expiration 
of one month ; and Siiitan Arslan now added the dignities vacated br 
his death, to the honors and appointments already enjoyed bv his son 
Jahaun Pehelwaun Mahommed. TheSiiltan was, however, so deep! v 
affected by the loss of his mother, and stepfather, that he does not ap- 
pear at any time to have thorougiily recovered from the shock. He 
died in the latter Jummaudy of the five hundred andseventv first of the 
IIifijeraii,t at the age of forty three, and after a splendid reign of fifcecn 
years eight months and some days. He is described to have been a 
monarch of singular clemency, forbearance, and liberality ; but poss'-'s- 
singtoo elevated amiud to examine with sufficientminutenessintoths 
management of his finances, he unintentionally connived at abuses ; 
for, either discrediting, or banishing from his recollection, the crimes 
andoffences of delinquents, he sufiered them to experience no change, 
or diminution in his bounty, in any shape. It is lastly to his pra se 
alleged, that in the very delirium of mirth and fistivity, neither from 
himself nor from his attendants, did he ever suffer the language of ob- 
scenityoQ any occasion to escape. 

Sultan Rokken-ud-dein Toghrel the son of Arslan, last monarch 
of the Irhkian branch of the race of Seljuk. 

Succeeding to the sovereign authority, on the death of his father, 
Sultan Toghrel committed the affairs of his government to the entire 
coQtroul and discretion of his uncle, Jahaun Pehelwauii .Mahommed 

tDeeember,.\. D. 1175. 
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9on of Eyklelez . At tlie commencement ofliFs rei'sn. he was sue- a. H. sti-s? 
cessively employed to repel an invasion of Azerbayjana on the part t.D. iiTA-q j 
of the infidel prince of Etijauz, formerly noticed, and to suppress an 
insurrection in favor of his uncle ilahommed the son of To:,direl, who 
was advancing against Persian Irak. In both cases, under the direc- 
tion of the minister Jahaun Peheiwann Mahommed, and his brother 
Kuzzul Arslan, his arms were triumphant. 

In a former part of his work, the author has noted from oriental wri- 
ters, that a conjunction of the seven planets in acjuariiis, took place at 
the period of the deluge ; such a remarkable conjanction is now stated 
to have also occurred, in the third degree of during the five hun- 
dred and eighty first of the Hidjerah*, the tenth year of the reign of 
SultanToghrel. From thisrare phenomenon, theastrologers ventured 
to predict that the world was about to be visited by a general and tre- 
mendous hurricane, which, in the course of the year, should not only 
sweep away, and annihilate every structure erected by the hand of man, 
but tear up the ver\' mountains from their foundations. In this opinion 
the philosopher .Anwary is said to have been more- pertinacious than 
the whole of his brethren ; and the people, in many parts of the em- 
pire, proceeded in consequence of the alarming reports which prevailed, 
to provide for themselves caverns in the bowels of the earth ; in order to 
secure themselves, if possible, against the awful impending visitation. 

It happened, however, by God’s merciful providence, that at the period 
predicted for the occurrence of this tremendous calamity, there should 
not have arisen even as much wind, as was sufficient to enable the pea- 
sant to separate the chaff from his corn. Nevertheless, although in 
one respect the astrologers might have been deceived in their prognos- 
tications, it was in the course of this year that the irresistible Jenpuiz 
became the sole sovereign of the different tribes of his own nation ; 
and true it is, that before the termination of his eventful and over- 
whelming career, such a tempest was produced, in the moral world, by 
the exterminating fury of that dreadful scourge, as to have almost an- 
pihilated the powers of Asia, that stood in the way of his vengeance. 


* Commtii.inij tlie tiiir! of April, A, D. liUa, 
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On the dentil ofJahnunPehelffaun Mahonirael in tlie course ofthfe 
year. Iiis Hrotlier, the Atahek Ivazziil Ar.'shm. succeeded to the govern- 
ment of Azerbiii’jatin ; but some evil disposed persons having created 
a j>'‘alo:.j>y betivecn him and Siltan Tnghrtl, that powerful chieftain, a 
s.hort ti me aftenvan Is, quit ted Tebre i z -a ml advanced toivarcls H amad au a ; 
iviiich the Sultan, unprepared for resistance, suddenly abandoned at 
Ills approach. Ku2znl.\rsbiii entt-redHaiiiadaun’without opposition ; 
bat returning into Azerbayjaun at the expiration of a few days, Siiltan 
Toghrtl was permitted to repossess hi mseif of his capital. The disaf- 
fected Auieirsof Irak under the infltii-iiice ofKuzzul Arslan, sending 
however to announce to him that tiiey sine r.dv regretted, and were 
ashriined of their recent disloyal proceedings, and that they w'ere hast- 
ening to his presence to make him every suitable apology for their 
misconduct, the Sultan sutTered bimselfto be fluttered by these insidi- 
ous professions of returning duty ; and informed them in reply, that 
he should meet them the ibllovviiig day, on the Aleydauu-e-kiii bauzy, 
or gnff course, in the neighboriiooil, and give them an opportunity of 
renewing their engagements. Unconscious of evil t’le Sultan pros 
ceeded the next day accordingly, to the place oiappoiatinent ; and thus 
furnished to the Ameirs an opportunity, of wpiich they immediately 
availed rlitinseives, to carrv their treacherous designs into execution, 
by seizing his person, and conveying him to a prison in the fortress of 
Alan, or Aleiijek. Kuzzul Arslan upon this again came to liamadaun, 
proposing to vest the sovereignty of Irik in. Sunju; the son of Siilimaa 
Shah; but an agent fromBaghdadarrivingatthis very conjuncture, with 
a mes.sage from the Klialif (ITXasser) urging it as espedii-nt that the 
Ataoek should himself assume the sovereign power, Kuzzul Arslan 
received the proposal with exultation ; and declaring himself in pos- 
session of the monarchy, proceeded, without further delay, to stamp 
the coinage, and exercise, in his own name, the other functions of 
royalty. Fakher-ud-dein Kutlugh, and the other Ameirs, conceiving 
however that they had chinas of their own, an hnudred fold superior 
to any that be could pretend to advance, though the uncle ot their- 
d^mded sovereigp.were little disposed to submit to this assumption of 
authority ; and iltey contrived accordingly, in the course of the same' 
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Contrary to tTie representations of his ministers, whour^ed the ser- a. h. 42?3-iiP 
ions expediency of checking at the outset, the usurpations of these A. D. luat ;)'• 
fo midabie adventure Ts, Sultan Mussaoud determined in the four hun- Khalaussm- 
dred and twenty sixth of the Hidjerah, on an expedition into India. 

Finding however on his return from this expedition in four hundred 
and twenty eight, that they had obtained a mostdanserous ascendancy, 
he perceived ample reason to regret, that' he had for a moment delayed 
to oppose them. It now therefore became the object of his most 
serious attention to retrieve the fatal oversiirht; and he employed 
his utmost exertions and activity to prepare for hostilities against 
them. But in the war which ensued, aitera series of conflicts, inwhich 
his personal valour was conspicuously signalized, being ultimateiv 
defeated by those enterprizing and warlike Tartars, Sultan Mussaoud 
was compelled to return with disgrace to his capital ; where on the pre- 
tence of misconduct, or failure of duty in this unfortunate war, be 
discharged his vengeance on some of his most distinguished generals 
and ministers, whom he condemned to suffer by the sword of the exe- 
cutioner. After this he dispatched his son .\Iodad with afresh arma- 
ment towards Balkh ; while he hastened, in his own person, towards 
Hindustaun, accompanied by his brother the blind Mahommed, and 
the three sons of that prince, Ahmed, Abdurraihraan, and Abdurrai- 
heim; proposingto pass thecold season in that country, andon the return 
' of spring to resume hisoperations against the sons of Seljuk. In crossing 
the Indus, however, leaving his baggage and equipage on the western 
side of the river, in order to follow him at convenience, Koushtekein 
with a body of the imperial slaves, seized the opportunity to plunder 
the treasure, and to raise the blind Mahommed once more, to the dan- 
gerous and precarious possession of a disputed throne. Sultan Muss- 
&oud fled for safety to a rebbaut, or walled enclosure, in the neighbor- 
hood ; but, being immediately pursued and discovered in his retreat, the 
unfortunate monarch was conducted by his enemies to the presence 
of his brother, by whom, with all attached to bis person, he was confined 
to the fortress of Kiirri. The blind Mahommed, in the mean time, 
devolving the royal authority to his son Ahmed, the latter repaired 
shortly afterwards to the place of the deposed Mfisskoud’s confinement, 
accompanied by the sons of Yflssuf Sebekteggia,and Ally Khaishaar- 
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short week, to put Kuzzul Arslan to death, and to divide the provin- A. H. sss-w. 
ces ol’Irak between themselves. A. D. iiaa-a t. 

In the mean time, through the assistance of Hussaum-ud-dein, Sepah- 
salnur,and other loyal adherents, SultanToghrelhad succeededin effect- 
ing his escapefroin imprisonment ; and assembling a powerful body of 
troops, hastened to avenge himself on his rebellious subjects. In the 
neighborhood of Kazvein he brought them to a battle, in which, after 
an obstinate conflict, the rebel chiefs met the reward of their guilt ; 
and the fortune of an illustrious monarch once more resumed its pre- 


pond^'rance. 

On the death of AtabekMahommed, the Sultan had,itappears, mar- 
riedhis widow, the mother of KhtlughEynaunje;and this lady, wrought 
upon by the importunities, or suggestions of her son, had formed, in 
the course of the five hundred and eighty eighth of theHidjerah,* the 
design of destroying her royal consort, by introducing a poisonous 
mixture into bis lemonade. Sultan Toghrel becoming, however, by 
some means or other apprized of her design, the traitress was justly 
condemned to swallow the draught, which she had prepared for another. 
Kfitlugh Eynaunje escaped with a shortimprisonment, after which he 
was pardoned for his crimes, and' set at large. 

Such however was the innate depravity, and hardened malignity of 
this man, that it prompted him, notwithstanding, to enter into a corres- 
pondence with All‘^-ud-dein Tukkesh, king, of Khaurezm ; whom he 
immediately invited to the conquest of Iiik, The Khaurezmian ac- 
cepted the invitation without difficulty, and marching into IrSk was 
very punctually joined by the rebel ; but having continued for some 
time in. the territory of Rey, and reduced the fortress ofTjibareky he 
withdrew into his own dominions, leaving the care of th-^ rec^^nt con- 
queststO'Oneofhiscaptains,oftbe naraeofTemghauje. Sflltan Toghrel 
at the heaclof his troops advaticed, however, in the course of the five 
hundred and eighty ninth ofthe Hidjerah towards Rey; and having 
recaptured Tabarek, and seized the person of Temghauje, he caused 
that commander to suffer death. 


In Mohurrim of the year following, the five hundred and ninetieth 
of the Hidjeraht Kutlfigh Eypaunje again invaded Ir^k with a great 


•A.D. 1193. 
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. H. 59«. army, under the authority of the king of Khaurezm ; but being opi 
posed near Rev by Sultan Toghrel, he was totally defeated by that 
iShblat compelled to return with disgrace and loss towards Kbaii- 

rezm. The Sultan now gave a loose to festivity, and in the ancient 
'» metropolis of Rev totally resignedhimselftohispleasures.tohispropen- 
sities for wine and women ; neither was he to be awakened from- his 
delirium of debauch, by the reports continually repeated to him, of the 
approach of Sultan Alla-ud-dein Tukkesh, w’ithafresh army of Khau- 
rezmians. In these sensual excesses, to the entire neglect of his affairs 
the Sultan persisted in devoting himself, “ from dusk to dawn, andfrom 
dawn to dusk, until his Ameirs, wearied out and disgusted with 
the fatuity w’hich seemed to have chaced away the understanding of 
their sovereign, at last dispatched a message to hasten the advance, 
of his enemies. The Khaurezmian accelerated his approach accord-r 
ingly, and by forced marches unexpectedly presented himself 3ii the 
outskirts of Rey, 

Sultan Toghrelproceeded,however,withoutdelay to give hirahattle; 

and ih the latter Rebbeia of the year five hundred and ninety,* the. 
two ffionarchsmetonthis occasion, to decide their quarrel and the fate 
of Irik. Not less from the pride and confidence of youth, than from the. 
effer\ escence ofwine, by wdiich he had been rendered insensible to dan- 
ger, the Sultan is said on that day, on recognizing the person of Kut- 
lilgh Eynaunje, to have spurred his horse towards him, repeating these 
lines from the Shih-namah of Ferdfissy. “ When the dust arose which 
“attended the march of mine enemies— when the cheeks ofmy bravest 
“ warriors turned pale with affright-I raised on high my single, 
“stroked (ponderous) mace — left my soldiers in their stations, far be- 
“hind— and lifting myselfon my saddle seat,-uttered so fearful ashout— . 
“that the solid earth trembled beneath my feet, like araiU wheel.” The 
senses of the unhappy monarch were, however, so completely steeped 
in wine, that in plying his mace, he struck his own horse on the fore 
legs, which brought the animal and his rider to the ground ; in which 
situation Kutlugh Eynaunje, immediately coming up, dispa,tcb^.him. 
a single stroke of his scimitar. 


♦April,A.D.lM4, 
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Thus, in the twentieth year of the reign ofShltanToghrel, and after A. h. 599. 
it had subsisted for about one hundred and fifty five years, terminated 
the power of the house of Seljfik in Mk ; underamonarch whois never- 
theless described to have surpassed in the elegance of his person, and 
in the felicity of his disposition ; in his zeal for the encouragement of 
virtue, and in his abhorrence of vice; who is alleged to have been dis- 
tinguished beyond the most illustrious of his race, for the benevolence 
of his manners, and for the vivacity and acuteness of his genius ; as 
an illustration of which, the author has furnished us with a tetrastich 
ascribed to him, of which the following is the sense. 

“ In this poor world how vainly we strut and fume.—- We eat, we 
“ drink, forgetful of the fate of our ancestors (perhaps of the ocean of 
“ eternity).— Nor wealth, nor family, nor lands, can permanently be 

ours.— If then life itself must terminate, say let not ought survive."' 

Of the second branch of the race ofSeljuk, which was settled in 
the government ot Kermaun, the account which we derive from our 
author shall be comprized in a few brief passages; and this, without 
further preliminary, we shall proceed to submit to the indulgent reader. 

The first of this series of princes was Kawerd, orKadrh, or Kadrid, 
it is impossible to detennine exactly which, the son ofTchegherBeg; 
who became lieutenant of Kermaun under the authority of his uncle 
Toghrel Beg, in the four hundred and thirty third of the Hidjerah, 
and who in the year four hundred and fifty five, acquired the further 
possession of the province offarss ; but unfortunately entering into a 
war with his nephew, the illustrious Melek Shah, be was defeated 
aud taken prisoner, in the course of the four hundred and sixty-firth 
of the Hidjerah; and died by poiSoti, after holding his government for 
a period of two and thirty years. 

Sultan Shah, the son ofKawerd,secondoftheIvermaunianSelju- 
cides, succeeded by'direction of his couzin german, on the death of his 
father, and continued in the government until the four hundred and 
seventy seventh of the Hidjerah, when he died, according to the state- 
ment of the Thrikh gfizeidah, after a reign of ten years ; from which 
it might appear, that it required some deliberation with Melek Shah^ 

' before he restored to him the possessious of his father.- 


A. H. 433-63. 
A. D. 1041-72. 
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A. H. 467-77. 
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A. H. 477-B9. TrsAN Shah the -son of Kawerd, third oftheKermaunian branch 
A. D- 1084-96. Seljuk, succeeded to his brother ; and distinguished a 

' reign of thirteen years by his uniform justice, and by numerous mon- 


Kliolausiliit' 

ul-akhb'dur. 


uments of piety and benevolence, which he erected in various parts 
Turas Shah, of bis dominions. He died in the four hundred and eighty ninth of 
the Hidjerah. 

Iran Shah, fourth ofthe Kermaunian branch, was the sonof tiie 
A. H. 4B9-fl4- preceding prince; but unlike him, devoting his power to every sne- 

A.D. 10 S 6 - 110 ]. • r J I I j • f . ' , . , , “ j 

cies of debauchery and vice, of oppression and violence, the Ker- 
in an Shah IVtli. maunians ultimately spurned at his authority; and in the four hundred 
and ninety fourth of the Hidjerah put him to death, after a reign of 
five years. 

A. H. 494-536. Arslan Shah the son of Kerman Shah, fifth of this branch of 
A.D.1080-Iiyi. the race of Seljuk, was the couzin german of the former monarch, 
through dread of whose cruelty he had been compelled to reside for 
Arslan Shah, some time in the family of a shoemaker; but being raised to the sover- 
eign authority, through the concurrence of the Kermaunian chiefs, on 
the death of Iran Shah, he enjoyed a very prosperous and protracted 
reign of two and forty years. 

A H 53651 Mogheyth-ud-dein Hahomjied the son of Arslan Shah, 

A.D. 1141-56. s'^th otthe Kermaunian branch, succeeded to the government, about 
the five hundred and thirty sixth ofthe Hidjerah, on the death or his 
' father. He conceived it expedient, in order to secure his authority, 
to destroy the sight ofsoraeof his brothers, and put otliere of them to 
death. In other respects his attention appears to have been particu- 
larly devoted to the study of astronomy, and to the encouragement of 
sacred architecture. He died in the five hundred and fii'ty first of the 
Hidjerah, after a reign of fourteen years, 

Mohey-ud-dein Toghrel the son of Mahommed, seventh ofthe Ker- 
AD 1156 68' branch, succeeded to histather, and died in the five hundred 

andsixty third of the Hidjerah, after a reign of twelve years. On the 
death of this prince, a contest for the government ensued between his 
TocHBEijVlItK^^^®® 'SAaA, Arslan Shah, md T&rkm Shah, which 

was prosecuted with alternate fortune for a period of twenty years ; 
each of the rival princes taking possession of the throne in turn, as 
the issue was tavorable to his claims. These distractions produced in 


Melrk Mahom- 
34SD, VUll. 


A. H. 551-68. 
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file state of Kerimtun, arfd its inhabitants, eveiyspecies of anarchy and a. H. sg® 
distress ; and prepared the way for the total subversion of power, which A. D. ii87. 
shortly aftenvards took place. Kholaussut- 

Mahommed Shah the son of Behram Shah, last of the Kerinaun- - 

ian Seljucides, ascended the tottering throne of Kermaun on the death 
of his father and uncles ; but being immediately assailed by an insur- 
rection set on foot against his authority by Mubaurek Shah, another 
prince of the race of Seljhk, he retired for assistance to the dominions 
of Sfiltan Toghrel the son of Arslan; by whom he was enabled to re- MAHOMMEnSHAtt 
enter his country in triumph, Mubaurek Shah withdrawing precipi- 
tately into the territory of Ghour. On the authority of the Tarikh 
ghzeidah, it is at the same time related, that in the five hundred and 
eighty third of the Hidjerah, the province of Kermaun was finally 
subjugatedby Melek Dinaur, one of the chiefs of theGhuzzi ; by whom 
the power of the Kawerdians, or Kadruians, was thus totally extin- 
guished, after it had subsisted, as it would appear, for about one hun- 
dred and fifty years. 

The third branch of the race of Seljuk was destined to the sovereignty ^ g 480-500. 

of the rich peninsula of Asia minor, or Anatolia, or Rum,* as deoomi- A.D. 1087-110«, 

nated by the orientals ; and of this the first monarch is stated, on the 

authority of the same Tarikh guzeidah, to have been Sdliman the 

son of Kuttuhnesh, son of Issiieilson of Seljuk ; formerly described to 

have been invested with the monarchy of that noble province, by his 

magnificent kinsman, the illustrious Melek Shah; when that prince, SditasScu- 

asit is alleged, found on the death of his recent captive, the emperor 

• i-e j j L- Mnuanbiaact. 

ot Constantinople, that he had left no issue qualified to succeed him. 

It must be here repeated, that the Persian historian every where ascribes 

to Melek Shah, the triumphs over the emperor Romanus allbtted to his 

father Alep Arslan , by tlie Latin and Greek writers. Be that, however, 

as it mav, Sdltan Shliman established bis'authority in the noble terri- 

tory thus assigned hi in, in the four hundred and eightieth year of the 

Ilidjeratij the sixth of the emperor Alexius Comnenas, His reign 

* The Scljukian kingdom of Mm is described as extending from the Euphrates to Con- 
stantinople, and from the Euirme to the confines of Syria; thirty days journey inlengtlij^ 
and in breadth between the rocks of Lyciaand thcEuxiue, about ten or fifteen days. Nice 
the metropolis of Bltbynia was chosen for the cupitaL Vide Gibbon's Soman 
VoK X. p. p. 372, 375, 8vo. edition. 

XOU U> 3 2 ) 
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A. H. 5o«-i8. continued for the space of twenty years, from that time to the period 
A. D. 1108-24. Qf }jjj. jjj gve hundredth of the Hidjerah. 

Kholausiut- Iulidje, or Guilitch Arslas the son of Suliman, second of the 
nUkhbaur. qj, Rijujian Seljucides, succeeded to his father, and conti- 

nued to reign for a period of eighteen years, to the five hundred and 
KitiDjE Ars- eighteenth of tlie Hidjerah, when he died. It was during the reign of 
M^anbraurb prince, that his capital of Nice, in Bithynia, was besieged by the 
crusaders under Bohemund, Tancred, and Duke Robert of Normandy ; 
and would havefallen to those warlike adventurers, but for the intrigues 
ofAlexius the emperor, who took possession for himself. 

SptTAJt Mrs- Sultan McssAOcn the son of Suliman, third of the Anatolian Sel- 
sAoDillilofthe jucides, ascended the throne on the death of his brother ; and died in 
same biaucb. ^ hundred and thirty eight, after a reign of one and twenty years.* 
Sultan Mrs MussA OUD the second, the son df the preceding, and fourth 

sAQUD 11(1 and of the Anatolian branch, enjoyed a splendid reign of fifteen years from 
IVftoftbeRb- the demise of his father; and died in the five hundred and fifty eighth 
of the Hidjerah f 

Kili dje Arslan the second, son ofMussaoud, fifth of this branch ot 
the race of Seljiik, succeeded to his father ; reduced the cityof Mala- 

„ - , tiah, and died in the five hundred and sixty eighth of the Hidjerah, $ 

LAN, Ild and after a reign of ten years. On the death of this prince the succession 
Vth of tbeRu- disputed by his two sons, Sfiliman and Key Khossrou ; but the 
contest, after a sanguinary struggle of about ten years, ultimately ter- 
minatingin favor of the former, Kiiy Khossrou submitted to bis destiny. 
Suliman, Tld Rokken-ud-dein Sulima n the second, sou of Kilidje Arslan, sixth 
and Vltb of the of the Anatolian branch, reigned foj a period of four and twenty years, 
Rdmians. jumdred and second of the Hidjerah.§ 

Gheyauth-ud-deik Key Khossrou the son of Kilidje Arslan, 
seventh of the Anatolian branch. 

A nephew of this prince, the son of the former monarch, succeeded 
Key Khoss- ® ofEzz-ud-dein Kilidje Arslan ; but lie- 

Bou, Vlltb of ing a minor was opposed in his authority by his uncle, who made him 
theRumians, ^ prisoner, and confined him to one of his castles. Key Khossrou then ■ 
assumed the sovereign power to himself, and retained it until the six 
hundred and ninth of the Hidjerah, | when be perished in,a battle with 
the infidels— the crusaders so stigmatized by the oriental historians. 


* A. D. 1143. 1 1163. 1 1172. § 1205. |1 1212. 



387 


Ezz-ud>dein Key Raws the son of Key Khossrou, eighth of the A.H. eie, 
Anatolian Seljucides, succeeded to his father; but died of a disorder D- 
in his loins, after a short reim of twelve inonths. Kholaussui- 

^ 111V 

Alla-ud-dein Keykobaud the son of Ivey Khossrou, ninth of the 
Anatolian branch, succeeded to his brother, and was esteemed the 
ablest and most accomplished monarch of his family. He was -several 
times engaged in battle against thebrave, but unfortunate, Sultan Jul- ixth oftheRu- 
laul-ud-dein Meineg Burny, orMengberni,theKhaurezmmn, in which “liaos. 
he was for the greater part victorious ; but when he had continued to 
reign for a period of sis and twenty years, he was at last poisoned by 
■the direction of his own son Key Khossrou, in the six hundred and 
thirty sixth of the Hidjerah.* 

Gheyauth-ud-dein Key Khossrou thesecond, the son of Key Ko- 
baud, tenth of the Anatolian branch. 

When this parricide had been suffered to reign for a period of about -jj Knos». 
eight years, his country was invaded by the Moghuls ; by whom he was eou, Ilrl aud 
decisively defeated. He did not long survive his discomfiture, as he ^ 
appears to have exchanged bis ill-gotten power for the grave, in the six 
hundred and forty fourth of the Hidjerah.f 

Rokken-ud-dein Suliman the third, the son of Key Khossrou, 
eleventh of the Anatolian branch. 

. Having secured the diadem of his predecessors, his brother Alla-ud- 
dein Key Kobaud was dispatched by Suliman, as his agent to the court 
of Hfilauku Rhaun ; with whom, having successfully terminated the 
mission on which lu had been employed, that prince was on his return ScirwAV' Illd 
to Rfim, of which the capital was at this period probably Iconium, or 
Cogni ; when, his ungrateful brotlier, suspecting that he h'ad views to su- 
persede him in his power, suborned a. person to poison him. After a 
reign of twenty years he was himself condemned to a similar fate by 
Abkka Khaun, in the six hundred and sixty fourth of the Hidjerah.^ 

Key Khossrou the third the son of Suliman, twelfth of the Anato- 
lian branch, succeeded to his father, while a minor ; the administration _ _ 

1. . , , j Key Kffoss- 

of his government was placed, however, by Abhka Khaun, in the hands uid and 

of KhaujahMfteyun-ud-dein Purwaunah(themotb) the Kaushian, who KUtb of this- 
married the mother of the young prince. Key Khossrou continued in 
the nominal sovereignty, until the six hundred and eighty second §, of 
fA.D,12a8. tA.D.1246. 11266 . §1283. 

3 nS 
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A. H. mm. the Hidjerali ; when, after a reign of eighteen years, he was put to death 
A. D. i‘283-ao» jjj ,^zerbayjaun,hy direction of Shltan Ahmed Kliaun. 

Kliolaussut- Gheyauth-ud-dein Mcssaoud the third, the son of Key Kawiis, 
ufakhbaur. oftheAnatolian branch, was sent to thegoverninentof Rum, 

now no longer an independent sovereignty, under the authority of 
Arghhn Khaun. He died in the six hundred and ninety seventh of 
KeykI acd, the Hidjerah, when his nephew Key Kobaud thesonofFeraumerz, 
last of the M' under the auspices of Ghizan Khaun, became the fourteenth and last 
aiaaSeijacides jjj^jjch of the race of Seljuk. For, not long after his acces- 
sion, entering into designs hostile to the authority of that monarch, 
either real or pretended, a force was dispatched into Anatolia ; by 
which, about the six hundred and ninety eighth of the Hidjerah, 

• tlje. power of the family was finally extinguished : none of the race of 
Seljhk, subsequent to that period, being admitted to govern the country. 
From otherauthorities*welearn,that in the course of the 1299 th ofthe 
Christian sera, they were succeeded by another race of Turks, the sub- 
squ'ent mastersof Constantinople; of whom the founder was Osman or 
Othman the son of Orthogrul, probably O.urtoghrel, on whose esta- 
blishment, it would be foreign to the design of these pages to expatiate. 

It becomes, however,in this place incumbenton the author to apolo- 
gize for an inadvertency, of some magnitude, in the second page of the 
preface to’ the first volume ; where it will be observed that the Otto- 
mans are spoken of, as if they were to be identified with the Anatolian, 
•- or Rfimian Seljucides, from whom, as we have just seen, they must be 
considered as entirely distinct. The sheet was indeed scarcely out 
of the press, before the inaccuracy of the terra was discovered, however 
too late for correction. If the candid reader will substitute, ,“0/A- 
or Turks of the home of Othman'' for“Othmanlfi or Ottoman 
^Ijucides” the passage will be unexceptionable. 

*Gibboa's Homan empire 



CHAP. IX. 


W ITH the ordinary brevity of the original, ournarratire will nexf 
be employed to describe the principal events that distinguished 
the ffovernment of the Khaurezm ShJihies, or monarchs of Khaurezm: 
whose elevation, decline, and extinction, without further preliminary, 
it becomes our business now to examine. 

The great ancestor of the princes of this race, then, according to 
the generality of historians, is stated to have been Nousht^uin, or- 
Noushtekein Ghirjah, a slave of Turkish extraction, originally the pro- 
perty of Belgktekein ; but being promoted to the office of cupbearer, 
or butler, to Melek Shah the Seljhkian, an office to which the reven- 
* ues of the province of Khaurezm were then attached, Noushtekein, as 
formerly noticed, was invested by that monarch with the government 
of the same province ; which on his death was bestowed, with additional 
honors and preferments, on his eldest son Kritb-ud-dein Mahommed, 
a prince of extraordinary endowments and ability. 

Kfith-ud-dein Mahommed, the son of Noushtekein, first of the 
Khaurezm Shhhies, or kings of Khaurezm. 

During the reign of Siiltaa Burguiaurug, in the four hundred and 
ninety first of the Hidjerah, while Sflltan Sunjur was yet governor of 
Khorassaun, Kfitb-ud-dein Mahommed became sovereign of Khau- 
rezm, with the title of Khaurezm Shah ; a dignity which he sustained 
with singular splendor and success,‘for a- period of thirty years ; conti- 
nuing, nevertheless, year after year, alternately with his son AtseiZjto 
attend the court of the ^eljfikian monarch. The whole period of his 
government is, indeed, represented to have been distinguished by an 
exemplary course of service to the monarchs of that race, against whom 
he never in any instance suffered the slightest sentiment of hostility, 
or disaffection, to enter his breast. He died in the five hundred and 
twenty first of the Hidjerah, and was a liberal patron of learning and 
learned men. 


A. H. 491-521, 
A^Djl0>^a27. 
Kholauisat- 
ui-akbbaur. 


Kdtbuddetk 
Mahommed, 
1st oftiie Khau- 
rezm Shaliies, 



390 


A. H. 5{!l-38. 
A. D. 1127-i3. 

Kholausbut- 

ul-akhbaiir- 


ATSElZjlId of 
the^Kbuur€2m 
Shaiiies. 


Atseiz the son' of Mahommed, second of the Khaurezm Shahies. 

Succeed] naf to the government on the death of his father, this prince 
like him persevered in his attachment to the house of Seljuk ; to the 
reigning representative of which, Sultan Sunjur, he is also said to have 
rendered the most important services. But, being in consequence of 
theseservices admitted to adegree offavor with that monarch, far beyond 
his compeers, the jealousy of the othercourtiers wasat last excited ; and 
they combined to expel him from the presence of their master. Atseiz, 
discovering however the malignant designs of his enemies, determined 
to anticipate them, and obtained the permission of the Sultan, to with- 
draw into Khaurezm ; on which occasion it is said that the monarch, 
on taking leave of his feudatory, should have observed, that this was a 
holt from his bow, which he was never likely to see again*, and the 
courtiers demanding the motive of their sovereign, for thus dismissing 
him to his province, with- such a conviction on his mind, Sultan Sun- 
jur confessed, that the services of Atseiz were so great and so faithful, 
that the slightest violence on his part, was not to be justified by any 
principle of good faith, or generosity. 

Not long after he arrived in Khaurezm, Atseiz, as appears to have 
been foreseen, began to exhibit those proofs of an ambitious and refrac- 
tory disposition, which led to his undisguised and final rebellion ; on 
which, in the five hundred and thirty third of the Hidjerah,* Sflltan 
Sunjur proceeded with his troops into that province. Atseiz was. on 
this occasion, entirely defeated, and expelled the country, and his son 
Eyl Kutlugh was taken prisoner and put ,to death by the Sultan ; by 
whom the government was now transferred to his own brother, SfiU- 
man Shah ; after which withoutsuspicionoffuture mischief be returned 
into Irkk. On the departure of SfiUan Sunjur, however, Atseiz em- 
braced the opportunity to re-enter Khaurezm ; and Sfiliman,. being by 
some failure or other unprepared for resistance, immediately evacuated 
the country to join his brother. On this, Atseiz openly proclaimed his 
independence of .all foreign authority ; and proceeded to prosecute his 
designs against the power of the house of Selj&k,with increasing ani- 
mosity and inveteracy. 

In the firve hnndred and thirty eighth. of the Hidjerahj’ Sultan Sunj ur 
again entered Khaurezm, where he besieged his rebellious feudatory ia 
*A.D.il38. +A. D. li4:r 
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the capital of the same name. When he had, however, reducedit to the 
pointof submission, he was prevailed upon by the intreaties, the prayers 
of Atseiz, supported by some well-timed and costly presents, to grant 
him terms of pardon and oblivion; and to leave him still in possession 
of his government, in defiance of every maxim of ordinary policy, and 
prudence. Accordingly, the Sultan had no sooner reached his capital 
of Merh, than he found ample reason to lament his ill-requited indul- 
gence, in the information that reached him, that the prince of Khau- 
rezm had openly resumed his former plans of disobedience and revolt. 
Under such circumstances a person of the name of Azeib Sauber, a na- 
tive of Termed, was employed on the part of the Sultan to reclaim him 
to a sense of duty. Atseiz contrived to detain the agent, while he 
dispatched a coupleof assassins to Meru, for the purpose of destroying 
his sovereign. The treacherous design became however known to 
Azeib, and he privately sent to apprize the monarch of his danger. 
The assassins were upon this discovered and put to death, and the 
faithful agent was condemned for his vigilance to perish in the Jeyhun. 

About four years afterwards, in the five hundred and forty-second 
of the Hidjerah, Sfiltan Sunjur resumed hostilities with the Khaur- 
ezmian ; against whom he this time commenced his operations by the 
siege of Hazaurasp, the principal frontier town on the side ofKhoras- 
saun. On this occasion his bard Anwari, is said to have addressed to 
the Sultan some verses, ofwhich the following may be the sense of the 
concluding lines. “ Great monarch, be this day’s effort directed to 
“subjugate Hazaurasp ; to morrow Khaurezm, with one hundredchou- 
“ sand horse, shall be thine thisbeingapun upon the word asp, which 
signifies a horse in the Persian, but a town in the Khaurezmian 
dialect. Resheid Wetwaut, a frieiid of the Kbaurezmian’s, on the 
other hand, attached the following couplet to an arrow, and shot it 
into the camp, of the Sultan. “Although thine enemy, noble prince, 
“ (addressed to his patron) were possessed of the valour of Rustum ; 
“ he shall not be sufiered to appropriate even an ass, from Hazaurasp.” 
The sarcasm conveyed in these few words excited in the Seljukian a 
very violent degree of resentment ; and he declared that the unfortu- 
nate bard should be cut into seven pieces, the moment he was master 
of the town. Resheid found means, however, w hen the Sultan’s 
troops were in possession of the place, to interest some oi the memhen^ 


k. H. 5S»4S. 
\.D.1143-t7. 

Khoiausisut- 

uUakhbaoj^* 
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of the court in his favor ; one of whom, at a convenient opportunitv, 
ventured to intimate to his sovereign that the Wetwaut,* a bird 
so frail and diminutive, could ill support dissection, into so many parts 
as seven ; peradventure, if his highness were not particularly averse 
to it, it might be more convenient to divide him, into two equal and 
similat parts. This species of application had its etfect with the be- 
nevolent Sijltan, who sealed the obnoxious poet’s pardon with a smile. 

On the reduction of Hazaurasp the Shltan proceeded to invest the 
capital ; but while he was prosecuting the siege, a devout person, of 
the name of AhA-poush, repaired to his camp, with overtures towards' 
an accommodation on the part of Atseiz ; and the proposals being 
again accompanied with presents of suitable magnitude and value, it 
was finally agreed that on appearing on the bank of the Jeyhfin, and 
prostrating himself to the earth in the presence of his lord paramount* 
the Khaurezmian should be permitted to return unmolested, with 
a general pardon for his multiplied offences. Atseiz presented him- 
self very punctually on the spot agreed upon ; but instead of the sti- 
pulated prostration, to which his haughty spirit could ill brook to 
submit, he contented himself with a respectful inclination of the head,. 
he,withoutdismountingfrom his hdrse; and without further ceremony, 
quitted the conference before the SCiltan. Although this was a spe- 
cies of demeanor but ill suited to the disposition of the Seljukian, he 
was, however, prevailed upon by an excess of lenity and indulgence- 
to wink at it, and to return to his metropolis of Merfi, without exhibit- 
ing any proof of resentment ; neither did any further hostilities ever 
after take place between him, and this refractory and powerful vassaL 

In the five hundred and forty-seventh of the Hidjerah, the Khaur- 
ezmian carried his conquests to the eastward of the Oxus ; where he- 
made himself master of the city of Jfind on the Seyhfin, and of the 
territory of Soghnauk, or Saganac above Otraur. When, in tha 
course of the following year, Sfiltan Sunjur became a captive in the- 
hands of the Ghuzzians, he repaired, however, into Khorassaun to a 
conference with Rokken-ud dein Mahmud, the sister’s son of the 
Sfiltaa; with whom he continued for a period of three months, arrang* 

* The Persian name for amountain swallow, or martiiiet. 



393 

ing in the neighborhood of Nissa, those plans which were conceived A. H. 5 ;)i- 67 . 
best calculated to restore the legitimate government. Of these plans A- D- 
Sultan Sunjur on his escabe irom captivity, failed however to take 

ul-aklibaui. 

advantage. 

In the early part of the five hundred and fifty first of the Hidjerah, 
wlien confined to the bed of sickness, Atseiz happened to over-hear 
one of his attendants recite a passage of the Koran, adverting to the 
awful crisis of death and dissolution; which conceiving to prognosticate 
that his disorder would prove fatal, it assumed in consequence an un- 
favorable and serious turn, and he died in the latter Jummaudy of the 
same year,* at the age of sixty one. He had ruled over Khaurezm 
altogether, for a period of nine and twenty years; for sixteen years of 
which, with independent sovereignty ; and he has, at the same time, 
been equally applauded for the mildness of his disposition, the strength 
of his understanding, and his exquisite learning, 

Ayeil Arslan the son of Atseiz, third of the Khaurezm Shahies, . 
assumed the sovereign authority on the death of bis father ; and ex- 
tended his dominions by a variety of conquests both in the territory Abs- 
beyond the Oxus, and in Khorassaun. Some indications of hosti- lan, Hid of 

litv on the part of his brother Suliman, rendered it expedient as a mea- 
" . , . , • f AM Sliahiei. 

sure of self defence, to consign him to perpetual impnsonment. Ayeil 

Arslan died on the nineteenth of the month of Rudjubf of the five 
hundred and sixty seventh of the Hidjerah, after a reign of nearly se- 
venteen years. 

Sultan Shah the son of Ayeil Arslan, fourth of the Khaurezm 
Shahies. 

This prince, in opposition to the prior claims of Tukbesh l^haun, his 
elder brother, succeeded to the throne of the Khaurezmians immedi- 
ately on the death of his- father ; tlie adminisl ration of affairs being K(,a„reanSii:! 
undertaken by bis mother Melka Khatun. In the mean time the elder hies, 
brother, who presided in the government of Jfind on the Seyhan at 
the period of his father’s death, dispatched, on intelligence of that event, 
an agentto demand from SultanShah the cessionofa partof theirfather s 
dominions ; to w^hich, in reply, he received a peremptory refusal, andaiA 

♦August, A D.lloe. + Sixteenth hf March, 1172; 
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A. H. ijii7-8n. intimation that tho s^’ord alone must decidetheir claims. The Sultan 
A. D. Ii72-?i3. g0QQ afterwards took the field at the head of a powerful arraj' to anti- 
Kliuiaussut- cipate the dosignsof his brother, who immediately retired for protec- 
tion into Kara Kliatay ; the adjoining Tartarian territory, at this period 
under the government ofa female. To this princess, provided through 
her assistance he should be enabled to reduce Khaurezm, Tukkesh 
Ivhaun engaged to remit from the revenues of tlrat country, an annual 
proportion to a great amount; and the queen of Kara Khatay acceding 
to his request, finally dispatched her own husband, to whom the histo- 
rian has assigned the name ofKerma, with a prodigious force, to put the 
fugitive prince in possession of his father’s dominions. The country 
was evacuated on their approach by Sultan Shah, who withdrew to 
Neyshapur, in the neighboring province of Khorassaun ; on which, 
in the latter Rebbeia of the five hundred and sixty eighth of the Hid- 
jerah, Tukkesh Khaun entered the capital of Khaurezm apparently 
without resistance. A contest, however, continued to be main- 
tained between the two brothers, with unabated animosity, for a very 
protracted series of years, Sflltan Shah finding occasional support from 
the surrounding powers ; until about the conclusion of his life, hav- 
ing succeeded in making himself master of some of the principal 
cities of Khorassaun, an accommodation was at last brought about 
with Tukkesh Khaun ; who, on the death of his brother, not long after- 
wards, namely on the thirteenth day of Ramzaun of the five hundred 
and eighty ninith^of the Hidje'rah, became sole sovereign of the Khau- 
rezmian dominions. 

Tdkeesh Khaun the son of Ayeil Arslan, fifth of the Kliaurezm 
Shahies. 

Tukkesh Khaun was proceeding for the last time into Khorassaup, 
Tukkesh commencement of the year five hundred japd eighty nine, to 
Khaun, chastize the ambitious spirit of his brother, when on his arrival at 
KlB**e** Abiwerd, he received from the governor of Seithess, subject to the 
Skaliies. authority of Sultan Shah, a dispatch with overtures of submission. On 
which, Tukkesh Khaun hastened hjs march; but before he could pro- 
iiuiB m inten'iew with Sultan Shah, that prince had withdrawn to the 
* Tft'entj seventh of September, 1198, 
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mansions of the dead ; thus leaving the whole of Khorassaun, a possession 
no longer disputed, to hismorefortunate brother. Itwas the intention of 
the Khaurezmian upon this, to confer the territory of Serkhess and Meru, 
upon his eldest son, Kutbud-dein Mahommed; from which he suf- 
fered himself however to be dissuaded by Melek Shah a younger son, 
who solicited the government of these places for himself, Sultan Ma- 
hommed beinginvested with thatof Neyshapiir. This, at the expiration 
of a little time, Mahommed also committed to the same brother, re- 
pairing himself to the presence 6f his father in Khaurezm. 

In the course of the five hundred and ninetieth of the Hidjerah,* in 
consequence of the defeat and death ofTemghauje, his governor of Rev, 
and of an alleged infraction of treaty on the part of Sultan Toghrel 
the Seljukian, Tukkesh Khaun invaded Persian Irhk ; and the greater 
part of that powerful province submitting to his authority, on the death 
of the Sultan as formerly described, he consigned the government of 
Isfaliaun, together with the controul of all the feudatories dependent 
upon it, to his ally Kutlfigh Eynaunje ; the city and temtory of Rev 
being, however, placed under the authority of his third son Yuness 
Kbaun, with Meyajek tor his Atabek or tutor, Tukkesh Khaun re- 
turned to pass the cold season iu Khaurezm ; but in the course of the 
ensuing spring, engaging in an expedition against Soghnauk, on the 
Seyhfin, the Kliaun of theoountry advanced to oppose him;and, either 
through the treachery or cowardice of some of his principal command- 
ers, gave him a total defeat, by which he ■was compelled to retire 
into Khaurezm, with disgrace and loss. On the other hand, Nausser- 
ud-dein Melek Shah, having delegated the government of Khorassaun 
to his son Arslan Shah, hastened to join his father; while SunJarShahj. 
observing that province destitute of its presiding power, and abandoned 
to the discretion of the turbulent and disaffected, began to form designs 
subversive of the established authority. But, before he could carry 
those desi^'g into execution, intelligence of his ambitious views 
being cOnreyed to T ukkesb Khaun, that monarch demanded his pre- 
sence in Khaurezm, before hexould be aware that his pians had been 
detected. On' his arrival he was immediately deprived of sight, and 
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A. II. 590-93. tlien imprisoned ; but after a short time he was, at the solicitation of 
A. D. 1194-97. the monarch’s sister, set at large, and every pecuniary advantage res- 
Kiiolanssut- tO him. 

Yimess Khaim heingattacked, about the same period, by a complaint 
in his eyes, and failing of a cure at the metropolis of his government, 
proceeded into Khorassaun, leaving the province of Key, with the au- 
thority of lieutenant, to the discretion of Meyajek. Encouraged by 
his absence on this occasion, Mueyud-ud-dein, entitled Eben-ul-Kus- 
saub (thebutcher’sboy) theVezzeir of the Khali fUlNausser, advanced 
by direction ofhis sovereign with the design of seizing Irak, while Kut- 
Ihgh Eynaunje, in order to defeat the enterprize, hastened to join Me- 
yajek, and was unjustly put to death by that chief ; his head being 
transmitted to Tukkesh Khaun, with the statement that he had been 
cutoff in consequence of the discovery of some secret views of hosti- 
lity, which he had been hatching against theauthority of theKhaurezm- 
ian. Tukkesh Khaun, although he required no further proof of the 
contumacious disposition of his vassal, thought it advisable for the 
present to dissemble his resentment, and to confine his suspicions to 
his own breast, making the best of his way to the scene of danger. 
The Khalit’s general died in the mean time on reaching Meriigaun : 
and the troops of Baghdy, although they concealed the death of their 
leader, and evinced for some time a disposition at all hazards, to give 
battle to the Khaurezmian, ultimately besought his mercy, or dispersed 
in various directions. Having thus re-established his authority with- 
out much difficulty, Tukkesh Khaun appears to have directed his 
vengeance against the remains of the Khalif’s general, which he caused 
to be torn from the grave, and the head to be struck off and conveyed 
into Khaurezm. Then placing one ofhis grandsons in the government 
of Isfahaun, the Khaurezmian returned to the capital ofhis hereditary 
dominions. . , 

Nausser-ud-dein Melek Shah dying in the former Rebbeia, of the 
five hundred and ninety third of the Hidjerah,* his father, at the expir- 
ation of the customary period of mourning, deputed his other son Ma- 
honmed, together with Saud-ud-dein Miisskoud his minister, to take 

.* February, 1197. 
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charge of the government of Khorassaun. Towards the close of the 
year fivehunclred and ninetyfou;, the annunciation of independence in 
.Persian IrJik, on the part ofMeyajck, drew upon him without further 
delay the resentment of the Khaurezmian monarch ; at whose approach 
the usurper immediately chose to fly. He fell however into the hands 
of the troops employed to pursue him, although his life was spared at 
the intercession of his brother ; and his punishment remitted to a 
twelve months imprisonment, at the expiration of which he was to 
withdraw to Jiind, there to pass the remainder of his days in exile. 

Before he returned into Khaurezmfrom this expedition, Tukkesli 
Khaun employed his troops to reduce the fortress of Arslangfishai in 
the neighborhood of Kazvein, belonging to the Ismauilians of x'H- 
mowut; which) after a siege of some months, the garrison agreed to 
evacuate, on being allowed to retire to the metropolis of the sect. On 
the attainment of this object, the IChaurezmian, after placing the go- 
vernment of Irhk Ajem under the authority of a fourth son, Tauje-ud- 
dein Ally Shah, withdrew into his hereditary dominions. Thus were 
matters circumstanced when Saud-ud-dein Musskoud, the Vezzeir, 
falling by the knife of one of the Ismauilians, the resentment of the 
Khaurezmian was afresh awakened at the intelligence ; and his son 
Kfltbud-dein Mabommed, subsequent monarch of Khaurezm, received 
his instructions to proceed immediately with a competent force, to at- 
tack and demolish the whole of the castles, and other receptacles of 
these sanguinary zealots, from Tersheiz on the western boundary of 
Khorassann, to the utmost limits of their country. In conformity 
with his instructions, the Shahzyah commenced his operations with 
the siege of Tersheiz ; during which his principal standard one day 
being thrown down, in a manner that no person could account for, it 
was immediately considered as an omen that foreboded some serious 
.evil ; and accordingly intelligence soon afterwards reached him that his 
father was dead. 

Tukkesh Khaun had been attacked, in the course of the five hun- 
dred and ninety sixth of the Hidjerah, by a quinsey, or inflammation 
in the throat; but of this, in a little time, his physicians succeeded, 
as they thought, in effecting his cure : and he was on his march from 
Kbaurezm to join in the war against the Ismauilians, when, on reach* 
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ing tlie station called tlie well of the Arabs, he experienced a fresh at- 
tack of liis complaint, which carried him to his grave at the age of fifty 
two, and after an eventful and s]dendid reign of eight and twenty years* 

Sultan Mahommed the son of Tukkesh Khaun, sixth of the 
Khaurezm Shahies. 

On intelligence of his' fathers’s dissolution, Sultan Mahommed im- 
mediately abandoned the siege ofTersheiz; and hastening into Khaur- 
ezm with the celerity of lightning, he was triumphantly conducted 
into the capital, by the nobles and the principal Ameirs of the govern- 
ment ; by whom, on the twentieth of Shavaul of the five hundred and 
ninety sixth of the Ilidjerah,* he was quietly seated on the throne of 
the Khaurezmians. 

lie had, however, been scarcely well settled on his throne, when 
the province of Khorassaun was wrested from him, by the Sdltans 
Glieyauth-ud-dein, and Shahaub-ud-dein the Ghdrians. For the re- 
covery of this important province, Siiltan Mahommed engaged in an 
arduous and protracted contest with the two brothers, during which, 
in most of the actions, which took place, he was victorious. On the 
subsequent death of both the adverse Sultans, he finally subdued to 
the authority ofhis exchequer, the greater partof the countries ofwbich 
they had forcibly usurped the possession. 

Towards the commencement of the six hundred and'seventh of the 
Hidjerah, S filtan Mahommed bad, however, not only reduced the whole 
of Khorassaun, but' by far the greater part of the other provinces of the 
Persian .empire. The views of the' Khaurezmian, his mind being now 
at rest with respect to his conquests westward, were then directed to 
the reduction ofTurkcstauu ; and toa war with Gurkhaun, the monarch 
of Kara Kh&tay, or black, or central Tartary. With that' design he 
accordingly cro.ssed the OxiiSj and invested Bokhara'; of which be soon 
after made himself master, putting- the governor who bad recently 
usurped his authority, to the sword. He proceeded next to Samar- 
kand, and the-governor, Siiltan Othman, hastening to meet him, and 
volaataiily-enrolling himself in the list 6f his retainers, he acquired 
poss^oa of that city without fur-therobstacle. Having secured these 
two liiaapdettiBt' acquisitions, Siiltan Mahommed advanced'withoat fur- 
* S«ond of August, 1200. 
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tlier delay, and in great force towards the teiritory of Gurlihaun ; by a.H. fi07-io. 
whom an army not less formidable, under TaynkhTerauz, the princi- P- 
pal minister, and most distinguished general of the empire, was em- Kholaussut- 
ployed to oppose the invadere. On one of the Fridays in the former 
.Rebbeia, of the six hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah*the Khaurez- 
mians andK^raKhatayans came to a decisive battle; which terminated 
in the total defeat of the latter, and in the captivity of their general. In 
consequence of this signal victory, the city of Otraur submitted to 
Sultan Mahommed ; who, after taking possession, and placingifin chaise 
of an officer -in whose fidelity he could confide, returned towards Sa- 
markand, and ultimately into Kliaurezm ; where he caused the captive 
general of the Kara Khatayans, who had preceded him, to be put to 
death. 

Not long after this, he received however intelligence that the city 
of Samarkand was closel v invested bv the KSrakhatavans, although the 
garrison, in seventy two conflicts in which they had been engaged 
with their besiegers, were said to have been only once beaten. The 
Sililtan proceeded without delay to the relief of that celebrated metro- 
tropolis; and the Karakhatayans, receiving at the same time intelligence 
of his approach, and of the revolt of K&shlek,a prince of the royal blood 
of Tfirkestaun, hastily broke up the siege, and withdrew to their own 
country. The Kliaurezmian now encamped near Samarkand ; and was 
employed in augmenting the numbers, and completing the equipments 
of his army, when the agents of Kushlek presented themselves, for the 
purpose of negociating an alliance with him ; and a treaty was with- 
out much difficulty concluded on the spot, by which it was agreed, 
that if the Khaurezmian succeeded in first subjugating the power 
of the Karakhatayan monarch, the whole of the country extending to 
Kashgh^r and Klioten should be ceded to his authority ; on the con- 
trary, that the whole of the territory westward to the Seyhfin, or river 
ofFinauket, should belong to theTartar Siiltan, provided heoutstripped 
his ally in the successful prosecution of the war. Subsequent to the 
ratification of this treaty, two battles were fouglit between Gdrkhaun 
and Ktishlek, in one of which the latter was victorious, in the other 
vanquished. Sfiltan Mahommed, when hisalrangementswere complete, 
next proceeded to attack the Khaun ; but, in the battle which ensued, 

* September. 1210. 
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through a misunderstandings as far as tlie passage is intelligible, be- 
tween the white and blue sects (seffeid, kabiid jamabgaun) and some 
ethers of his principal generals, the arnay of the Sultan suffered a 
considerable check. The field being however obscured bv an enorm- 
ous cloud of dust, it became impossible to discriminate the victors 
from the vanquished ; and both armies being at the same lime struck 
with a panic, immediately fled in ditferent directions. In these 
circumstances, the Khaurezmian, attended by a few of his guards, 
found himself when he least expected it, in the camp of his adversary ; 
but being disguised, according to a practice which it seems he some 
times adopted, in the uniform of the enemy, his person was fortu- 
nately not recognised ; and thus escaping the most imminent danger of 
captivity, he mads good his retreat to the river of Finauket, where he 
rejoined his troops without further accident. Shortly afterwards he 
returned into Khaurezra, in order to recruit his losses and restore the 
equipments of his army. 

Ill the course of the six hundred and eleventh of the Ilidjerah,* on 
siuspicion of an illicit intercourse with his mother, the Sultan, in a fit 
of inebriation, put to death a certain religious devotee of the name of 
Mejid-ud-dein Baghdady,whohad settled in his dominions ; but the 
next day repenting of his rashness, he endeavored to atone for the 
act by conveying to Shaikh Nudjm-ud-dein, another religious indivi- 
dual of the time, a cup of gold, which he however declined to accept. 
The same year, ^receiving intelligence of the death of Tauje-ud-dein 
Yelduz,whohadsucceededto thegovernmeutofGheznin,on,tbedemise 
ofShahhb-ud-dein the Ghourian,aad that one of the slaves had seated 
himself on the throne of his master, Sultan Mahommed w'as seized 
with the desire of subjugating the metropolis ofSeKekteggia ; and ac- 
cordingly proceeded, with the necessary expedition, at the bead of his 
troops for that quarter, tie effected the reduction of Gheznln with 
the territory dependent upon it,'wdthoutinuch difficulty ; and in exam- 
ining the repository of Sultan Shahaub-ud-dein’s treasures, he found 
among the archives of the government certain letters addressed to tliat 
, prince, under the signature of the KhalifUl Nausser, which sufficiently 
attested that he hadbeen the principal, if not sole cause ofthe hostilities 

•A. 0.1214 ■ . 
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in which the Ghourian had engaged with SMtan’ Mahommed. A cir- 
cumstance which produced, in the Khaurezmian, no slight augmenta- 
tion to the displeasure with which he was alread}'’ affected towards the 
representative of the house of Abbas. 

In consequence of this, in the six hundred and fourteenth of the 
Hidjerah, having previously procured from the Imautns, or sacerdo- 
tal order of his government, a decree Or Fetva, declaring in substance 
that the bouse of Abbas having, by its pernicious example, given a 
sanction to the most unlawful practices, and long since discontinued 
to advance the interests of Islam by the sword, or by war against the 
infidels, it was become the duty of any prince who possessed the 
means of accomplishing it, (in order that justice might resume her 
proper seat) to restore the dignity of the Imaumut to the Sevuds of 
the race of Hussevne, the Khaurezmian publicly pledged his allegi- 
ance to Seyud Alla-ul mulls Termedy, and commenced his march for 
Baghdad. For reasons formerly stated, he was, however, 'constrained 
to abandon his design. He had not yet passed through the territory 
of Irkk Ajem, when the dispatches reached him from Ghayr Khaun 
th(? cfovernor of Otraur, soliciting his sanction for the death of some' 
of the subjects of/f7fg««r,who had appeared at that city for the pur- 
pose, as they professed, of trade. 

The nature of the incident, which produced in its consequences 
such dreadful effects, is thus briefly explained. The public tranquil- 
lity, and the seciirity of general intercourse had attained to so envia- 
ble a pitch towards the conclusion of the reign of Sultan Mahommed, 
that the merchant, with a confidence which feared no molestation, 
and for a very moderate profit, might venture to convey bis commo* 
dities from the remotest limits of the east, to the extremities of the 
west ; and every species of apparel bearing at that period the most 
advantageous prices in the extensive encampments and armies of 
Jengueiz, a certain Ahmed Khojendy, with other merchants of his 
class, availing -themselves of the opportunity to enrich themselves, 
hastened to transport a large assortment of silk, and linen goods, to so 
profitable a market. They experienced from Jengueiz the kindest 
treatment, and the most liberal encouragement ; and that great con- 
queror, when they were on their return to their own country, directed 
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that the princes, his sons, and his most distinguished ^raeirs, should 
each select from among his servants two persons, with a sutii -lent 
sum of money, to accompany these merchants ; inr the purpose of pro- 
curing an investment of thearticles which might he thought best "Suited 
to the demands of his people. Fourhundred and fiitv individuals of the 
Mabommedan religion were accordingly chosen for the exu- dition, 
and furnished with a very great supply of treasure, to carry on a spe- 
culation which seemed to promise such extensive reciprocal advan- 
tages. They were further entrusted with a message, conceived in the 
most friendly and conciliatory language, from Jengueiz to Sultan Ma- 
hommed, proposing that the svstemotjealousy and reserve, which had 
hitherto subsisted between them, might be exchanged for one of con- 
fidence and unanimity. 

When this peaceable body of merchants reached Otraur, they pro- 
ceed'-d to, visit Aynaljek the governor, who bore the title of Ghayr 
Khaun. Unfortunately, one of the party, an old acquaintance of the 
governor’s, presumed on the strength of former intimacy to address 
him by his original name; and this occa-sioned such offence, that a 
di sign was immediately formed on the part of the same governor to cut 
them all off, and seize their treasure. He first however imprisoned 
the whole, dispatching an agent to represent to Sultan Mahommed, 
then in Irbk, that certain spies in the employment of Jengueiz Khaun 
had appeared in the territory under his jurisdiction ; and to request 
instructions in what manner to proceed with them. Without the 
slightest reflection on the consequences which might be the result, 
the Khaurezmian sent orders that they should be put to duath ; which 
with as little compunction, the governor of Otraur carried into imme- 
diate execution. One of the merchants escaping, however, from the 
very place of execution, conveyed to Jengueiz a full account of this 
atrocious proceeding ; on which that monarch, with great apparent 
moderation, dispatched an embassy to demand reparation tor the inj ury, 
and to request that the author of it might he delivered up to him for 
punishment. Sultan Mahommed impelled by Ins evil desriny, aud 
with a barbarity which hastened his downfal, caused the embassador 
to be also put to death. 
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The indi, ^nation of Jengueiz on receipt of this piece of intelligence, 
it would perhaps be easier to imagine than describe. And it wason 
this occasion that he ascended the hill in the neighborhood of his 
principal encampment,, and earnestly implored the aid of the supreme 
being, in the prosecution of a just vengeance ; when hearing a sound 
or noise, which he considered as indicative of the success of his design^ 
he hastened to carry it into execution ; and with an army as numer- 
ous as the sands on the desert of Khaurezm, entered on that war, on 
which he had now irrevocably determined against Sultan Mahommed, 
to whom he at the same time dispatched a final message, announcing 
his approach. 

The Khaurezmian on his part, leaving his son Rokken-ud-dein 
Gh'irsantcliei to preside in Irak, hastened without delay to meet the 
danger; but, on bis arrival at Neyshapur, immersed, in a manner to 
which he does not hitherto appear to have been accustomed, in wine 
and debauch, he delayed his march for the space of a month. He 
proceeded, however, at last across the Oxus'to Bokhara ; in the precincts 
of which he suffered himself to be'agaiii seduced into the same fatal 
and unbecoming excesses, so ill suited to the tremendous crisis which 
was approaching. In these circumstances he learnt that Tukeia, or 
Tukna Khaim,* one of the princes of Turkestaun, was in motion 
either to join him, or to oppose the advance of the Moghuls, and that 
he was directing his march for Jfind, on the Seyhun ; and soon after- 
wards becoming further apprized that a division of the Moghul troops 
under Jiijy Khaun, the eldest of the four sons of Jengueiz, was in 
quest of the Tartar chief, he took, with a part of his army, the same 
direction ; and being ultimately joined, atSamarkand,by theremainder, 
proceeded with all celerity to Jund. As he continued his march 
from the latter place, the Khaurezmian, in a position between the cha- 
aels of two rivers, was rather surprized at observing the ground covered 
with the dain of' a recent battle ; from among which a wounded man 
was discovered, who informed him, that Tukeia Khaun had been 
attacked by the troops of Jengueiz ; and that the latter, after a dread- 
ful slaughter of the Tartars, were now proceeding to rejoin the camp 
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of their sovereign, Sultan Mahommed upon this, hastened without 
delay in pursuit of the Moghuls, whom, in the course of the fnllowino- 
day, he came up with, and immediately prepared to engage. Jujy 
Khaun and his officers are said, on this occasion, to have made known 
to the Saltan, that they were not exactly authorized to give him 
battle ; nevertheless, if he was determined to become the ag2:ressor, 
that they should not decline the conflict. The SMtan, however, im- 
mediately attacked them with equal fury and impetuosity, while the 
Moghuls resisted with immoveable firmness from sunrise until night. 
Then kindling innumerable fires in their camp, to deceive their adver-’ 
saries, they retired to join the main body of their army under Jen- 
gueiz in person; who upon this accelerated his march for the territo- 
ries on the Osus. 

Sultan Mahommed on the proof which he had thus just experienced 
of the prowess and discipline of the Moghuls, gave way on the other 
hand to the most discouraging apprehensions, and retreated without 
further effort immediately to Samarkand. Here his alarms were not 
a little augmented, and his judgment entirely bewildered by a declar- 
ation of the astrologers, that the unfavorable aspect of the heavenly 
bodies rendered it advisable to avoid, during the present vear, a second 
coiiflict with his enemies. At this period we are told, that there 
were assembled under the immediate command of the Kliaurezmian, 
notmuch less than fourhundred thousand horse; allof whom, however, 
henovvbrokeupinto detachments, anddispersed to thedifferent quarters 
of his dominions, he himself taking the direction of Khorassauu. And 
it is here said that in crossing the ditch of Samarkand on his de- 
parture, he should have observed to his attendants, that the armies 
which sought his destruction were in number so prodigious, that they 
could fill that ditch by merely casting their whips into it. An expres- 
sion which effectually destroyed tbe confidence, and broke the s’pi.it 
of every class of his subjects. He transmitted at the same time ina 
structions to his mother Tfirkan Khhtfin, in Khaurezm, to convey 
the whole of his family, women and children, towards Mazandmun; 
which she immediatfdy carried into execution, first casting several of 
the younger princesinto tbe Jeyhfin, and then prosecuting her j 'urney 
without incumbrance towards the province assigned for her retreat. 
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In the mean time, the fears of the Sultan daily gaming ground upon A. H. ei7. 
him, he proceeded to deliberate with his confidential ministers on ^ 
the measures which it might be advisable to pursue, under these accu- 
mulatmgdifficulties. Bythemorejudiciousanddiscreetitwasproposed 
to him, to abandon the whole of the territory eastward of the Jeyhun, 
to concentrate his armies in the most advantageous positions, and on 
that river to defend the approaches to Khorassaun and Irak against the 
enemy. By others, however, he was advised to withdraw immedi- 
ately towards Gheznin and Hindustaun, there to secure himself 
against the designs of his adversaries: and to this latter counsel the 
Sfiltan immediately subscribed. But, when he had’ proceeded in con- 
currence as far asBalkh, he was overtaken by Emmaud-ud-dein Sawjy, 
the agent of his son Rokken-ud-dein ; who prevailed upon him to 
abandon that design, and take the direction of Persian Ir^k. The 
gallant and intrepid Jullaul-ud-dein Meng, or Mungberny, had on the 
former occasion, in vain made use of every argument to persuade his 
father, to abide by the more judicious plan of defending the passes of 
the Jeyhhn, against the troops of Jengueiz ; and he now renewed his 
intreaties, if it was his final resolution to withdraw into Irak, that the 
bulk of the army might be left under his orders, in prosecution of the 
same plan of operations, but without effect. 

The Sultan, on returning into Khorassaun on this occasion, learnt that 
the Sloghuls had reduced Bok hara, which hastened his retreat to Neysha- 
pur ; during which a body of Ivankiilians, aTatartribe of that name that 
served in his armies, deserted his standard and went over to Jengueiz. 

He arrived, however, at NcyshapurinthemonthofSuffurofthesixhun- 
dred and seventeenth of the Hidjerah ;* and once more by the fumes 
of intoxication, attempted to dispel the apprehension of impending 
evil. In this situation intelligence reached him, that Hubbah Nhyau 
and Soweidai Bahauder had crossed the Amfi yah or lower Oxus, with 
a division of thirty thousand men : on which, abandoning all further 
hope of retaining his power, the Sultan withdrew from Xeyshdpur by 
the route of Esfrayein; leaving instructions that his mother with his 
family and younger children, should secure an asylum, either in the 
fortress of Karhndezh, or .in that of-Eblaul. or YelUula. He found, 
however, on reaching the boundaries of Hey, that the Moghfil troops 

* April, A. D, 1*221), 
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were in close parsult of lilni ; and he now repented of bis plan of 
retreating into iruk, immediately turning oii towards the castle of 
Kuzvein, or perhaps Farzein, under the walls of which he received 
information of the capture and destruction of the city of Rev. He then 
contiiiued his flight towards Karundezh, the whole of his followers 
dispersing on the road ; and having unexpectedly fallen in with a party 
of Mogiuils, from whom he contrived to escape however, with the loss 
of his horse, which was mortally wounded by an arrow, in this 
deserted state he reached Kkrfindezh. From that place, perpetually 
exposed to be intercepted by his pursuers, who beset his movements 
in every direction, he proceeded into Guilaun : but after remaining 
there for the space of seven days, he again changed the direction of 
his flight ; and wandering eastward along the shore of the Caspian, 
wdth the intention of making his way to Asterabad, he came to a 
town dependent on Amul ; from whence he threw himself for protec- 
tion into one of the islands in the neighborhood. His residence 
becoming, however, known to the Moghflls, he wasat last compelled to 
remove for further security to another island ; one of those denominated 
the islands of Absekiin, or Abeskun. 

Shortly after the Sultan had conveyed himself to this his last retreat, 
bis pursuers also appeared in the neighborhood ; but conceiving that 
he was at present inaccessible, they returned upon their steps, and 
laid siege to Karindezh, which they reduced and levelled to the 
ground ; the infant children and treasures of the Khaurezmian here 
falling into their hands. They next invested the fortress of Eblaul, 
where, from other authorities, it would appear that the dowager prin- 
cess, Turkan Kh^thn, had taken up her abode. During the siege, by 
a fatality unexampled in the annals of the country, the occasional 
Tains from which the cisterns derived their supply of water, entirely 
ceased ; and the wells and tanks being dried up in a period as short, as 
unexpected, the garrison and inhabitants were reduced to the utmost 
distress; and the unfortunate K.hktfin, with Nausser-ud-dein the Vez- 
zeir, and the other parched and exhausted associates of her destiny, 
was ultimately compelled to descend from her otherwise impregnable 
bulwarks, and surrender to the mercy of the barbarians. This fatal 
resolution had scarcely been carried into effect, before it .began to rain 
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. ill such abundance, that the water is said to have floived -in torrents A. H, ei7i 
from the ^ates of the place. An immense booty fell into the hands of tlie 
besiegers, including, in particular, ten millions of meskals, or methkals, Khoia issut- 
of gold, a thousand ass loads of silken goods, and ji-wels to a prodigious 
amount: all of which, together with the unfortunate captives, they 
immediately conveyed to the camp of Jengueiz, by whom, for the 
most part, they were put to -death without distinction of sex or age. 

Sultan Mahommed did not long survive the communication of this 
afflicting intelligence; his despair and gi’ief were violent in the 
extreme ; and perhaps not the less so, because his misfortunes had 
been brought upon himself, by acts of repeated and unwarrantable 
perfidy. He found, however, in death, a secure repose from his ap- 
prehensions, and an effectual rescue from the vengeance of his pursu- 
ers. His attendants, unable to procure a shroud for the remains of 
their sovereign, were constrained to commit him to the grave in the 
same dress that he wore at the period of dissolution ; which is here 
stated to have taken place in one of the months of the six hundred 
and seventeenth of the Hidjerah, after a reign of one and twenty years.* 
he is said to have left seven sons ; of three of whom, the Sultans, 
Rokken-ud-dein, Gheyauth*ud-dein, and Jullaul-ud-deiu, the me- 
mory Ihs been preserved by historians : and of these in their order. - 
, Sii Itan llokken -u d-dein Gh n B s A N TC H E I , son of Su 1 ta n Mahommed . 

As soon as his father had withdrawn into the islands of Abeskun. 
this prince, retired into Kermauu ; and having there obtained possns- 
sion of the treasures ofMelekZuzen, he resolved on an attempt to make 
himself master of Isfahaun. But being as resolutely opposed by the 
inhabitants, he was driven from before that city, with the loss of one Scltan- Rose- 
thousand of his followers. Then directing his march by way of Rey 
towards Feyrouzkoh, in the mountainous boundary of Mazauderaun 
northeastward of the beforementioned city, he succeeded in making 
good his retreat to that fortress. It was however no sooner known 
that Rokken-ud'dein had thrown himself into Feyrouzkoh, t lan it 
was invested, and, after a siege of six months, reduced by the Mognuls. 

"When conducted by his besiegers to the presence of their geu> ral, the 

■ * The closing '^ceTie of the life of M*dhnrimied the KhRuref-aiian circuiHstaaliullv 
caribed by the eider Petzs deiaCroix;» k hii hbtory of Geoghizcaa the gieat. 
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A. R. 619-27. captive Sultan aivare that, at all events, his death was determined 
A. D. 12-2-2-30. upon, resolutely withstood every importunity, to make him bend the 
Kbitlaussut- ijneeto his conqueror; and he was, on the spot, together with all those 
u ■“* ‘ hadadhered to his fortunes, sacrificed to the implacable vengeance 

of the Jengueizians. This event appears to have taken place during 
the six hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjerah. 

Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein SHEtESHAii, son of Sultan Mahommed, 
hastened also on the death of his father, into Kermaun, which he 
appears to have held in Jagaeir ; but of which the immediate govern- 
ment was at this period in the hands of Abul Kaussem Zuzeny, who 
opposed in arms the entrance of the Shahzyah. The latter was 
compelled in consequence to take up a w’andering life in different 
ScltakGhey. parts of Irak, until joined by Borak Haujeb ; a Kfirakhatayan by ex- 
ArTH-vD-DEiN. tractioH, who had long served in the armies of his father, and who 
now united himself with a considerable force to the destiny ofthe son. 
Thus strengthened, Siiltan Gheyauth-ud-dein entered Farss; and hav- 
ing defeated Atabek Saud the governor, and carried pillage and 
slaughter through the province, returned again into Persian Irak. In 
the mean time, Borhk Haujeb and his followers were endeavoring to 
force their -way through Kermaun with the design ofproceedingtowards 
the Indus, when their march was intercepted by Ab61 Kaussem the 
Zuzenian ; who was, however, taken prisoner in the enterprize,‘and 
immediately put to death by his conqueror. Borak Haujeb now entered 
into quiet possession of Kermaun. 

On the other hand, Gheyauth-ud-dein had proceeded on his se- 
paration from the Karakhatayan, in the direction of Rey, where he 
.found means to establish his abode ; and there he was, not long after- 
wards, unexpectedly joined by his brother Jullaul-ud-dein, on his 
return from Hindfistaun. ’ The two princes had continued to reside 
together under the same roof in considerable harmony, when unfortu- 
nately one day in a fit of inebriety, and for some reason not explained, 
Gheyauth-ud-dein plunged his knife into the bosom of Melek Nuss^ 
ret, an officer of the household, and much in the confidence of Jullaul- 
ud-dein. This produced a severe expostulation on the part of that 
prince, and Gheyauth-ud-dein, a few days afterwards, fled into Khuz- 
istaun, and ultimately to Baghdad; where he was kindly andhospita- 
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bly received by the Rhalif of the house of Abbas, (U 1 Mustunser). A. H. en-27. 

He quitted BaghdM, however, without apparent reason, and pro- a-D- 1220-3 0. 

needed towards Almowut; but from the latter place returning once 

more into Khuzistaun, he dispatched an agent to Borak Haujeb to 

demand his permission to repair into Rermaun. The agent returned 

to Gheyauth-ud-d.ein, after experiencing a reception favorable to his 

wishes ; and with a treaty of amity which the Karakhatayan had agreed 

to conclude with the fugitive S.ultan. Gheyauth-ud-dein proceeded 

upon this, withoutapprehension, into Rermaun; butin oneofhis very 

first visits, he was destined to experience considerable mortification 

from the haughty demeanor, and imperious assumptions of the Rhrak- 

hatayan ; who made no scruple to require that the Saltan s mother 

should be assigned to him in wedlock. During one of the interviews 

which took place between them, the Sultan ventured to demand of 

his host, who it was that had bestowed upon him those circumstan- , 

ces of pomp andsplendor, so,ostentatiously displayed about his person ? 

That being,” replied Borik Haujeb, “ who wrested their empire 
“ from the race of Skman, and transferred it to their slaves, the sons 
“ of Sehekteggin ; who stripped the house of &ljnk of its imperial 
‘■splendors, to bestow them also upon its slaves, the kings of Khaur- 
“ ezm.” The insolence of the Kfirakhatayan became, however,, at 
last so overbearing and undisguised, that some of his own kindred . 
proceeded to represent to the Sfiltan, that it was impossible to place 
any reliance on the engagements of their relative ; and that if they 
were permitted, they would drag him like a, slave to the presence of 
his master. From, an extreme indolence of disposition, Gheyauth- 
ud-dein declined to concur in the design ; and as the subject of what 
had passed was soon disclosed to the Kirakhatayan, he first of all cut 
offjiis officious kinsmen, then strangled his unfortunate g-uest ; and 
when the mother gave a loose to her sorrows, for the destruction of 
her son, she wag also dispatched to accompany him to the other , 
w:prld. This event appears to have occurred in the six hundred and 
twenty-seventh of the Hidjerab. 

Saltan JuLLAUL-UD-DEiH Mungherny, or Mengbemy, son ofSfil- 
tan Mahommedj last of the Rhaurezm-Shihy dinasty. ■ 

9 G 
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A. H, 618 - 23 , Haviiis: witnessed the circumstances of his father’s dissolution, in 
A. D. 1221-31. the island of Abeskun, Jullaul-ud-deia appears to have proceeded 
Kholaussut- immediately into Khaurezm, which had not as vet been invaded by 
the Moghuls. At this period a body of ninety thousand horse of the 
Kankuly nation had occupied the heart of the province, of whom, on 
his arrival, a part offered to place themselves under the authority of 
the Shah Zadah ; others, however, evinced a disposition entirely hos- 
tile to his views. Taking every thing into consideration, the Sultan 
thought it therefore advisable to avoid all intercourse with that per- 
• fidious tribe ; and with a remnant of his most faithful adherents, 
conceived it accordingly more prudent to retire, by the way ofNissa, 
JcLLAuii-uB- towards Shy maukh. On his march he fell in with, and, after an action 

iEiK, last of continued for the whole of theday, finally succeeded in effect- 

the yiaurezia- , . , 

sliihics. ill? ills escape, irora adivision ot Moghul troops, to the place of hisdes- 

tination. He remained, however, at Shymaukh not more than three 
days, at the end of which he prosecuted his retreat to the metropolis 
of Gheznin, where he contrived soon after his andval, to assemble a 
very numerous and formidable body of troops ; and with these, in the 
spring of the year, (6l8 probably) he encamped at a station called Bar- 
auny, or Birouan, said to be one day’s journey from Gheznin, 

While he lay encamped at this station, intelligence was conveyed 
to Jullaul-ud-dein, that adivision of the Moghuls, under Begjek and 
Yemghfir, two of the Jengnizian generals, was besieging the fortress 
ofWaulian,and that the garrison was reduced to the last extremity. 
The brave prince, without hesitation, determined to relieve the place; 
and marching accordingly with all the expedition in his power, he 
came upon, and immediately attacked the MoghMs, put a thousand 
of them to the sword, dispersed the remainder, and returned in triumph 
, to Barauny. Jengueiz, at this time engaged in the siege of Bamian, 
dispatched, on intelligence of the defeat, two more of his most dis- 
tinguished generals at the head of thirty thousand men, to give battle 
to the Khaurezmian, whom they found in his camp. A conflict im- 
mediately ensued,. in which the SMtan was again victorious; the Mog- 
h&ls being cut to pieces in great numbers, and the remainder retiring 
with disgrace and loss to the presence of their sovereign. 
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Jengueiz now determined to proceed in person to attack Jullaul-ud- A. H. C13-28. 
dein. But, a dispute on the subject of a horse having in the mean A. P. 1221 - 3 1 . 
time arisen in the camp of the Khaurezmian, between two of his 
principal generals, Seyf-ud-dein Eghrauk, and Melek Meraut, the 
former quitted the army without permission, and, with a great part of 
the Sultan’s troops, went off towards the mountains of Sekrauk. 

Thus Iveakened, the Sultan was compelled to break up from his camp 
and retire towards Gheznin, whither he was immediately pursued by 
the Moghul monarch. On his arrival before that capital Jengueiz, 
however, found that the Sultan was continuing his retreat towards 
Hindustaun ; and he therefore, on his part, determined not to slacken 
in his pursuit. Accordingly in the month of Rudjub,* of the sis 
hundred and eighteenth. of the Hidjerah, at the mhabber, or passage, 
of the Indus, he came up with the army of Jullaul-ud-dein, which he 
formed an immediate disposition to assail ; the stream of the Indus 
composing the string, of which his line of battle was the bow. In 
these circumstances, with the swords of the implacable Moghuls in 
his front, and an unfordable torrent in his rear, the brave Khaurez mian 
attacked his pursuers with unparalleled gallantry, cutting them to 
pieces in great numbers. Disclaiming all idea of flattery, the author, 
indeed, asserts that Jullaul-ud-dein exhibited, on that decisive day’ 
such, unexampled proofs of courage and intrepidity, as might have ex- 
cited the admiration and envy of Rhstum and Asfendiaur, the most 
renowned heroes of Persian story. But, the countless multitudes of 
the enemy continuing to press upon him from every side, he was at 
last in imminent danger of being taken ; when by. a final effort, hav- 
ing repulsed his assailants to a convenient distance for, the accomplish- 
ment of his design, he retired to the bank of the river ; and throwing 
off his armour, he plunged his horse into the rapid stream, and mira- 
chlously effected his passage to the other side. Continuing to ride 
along bank of the river, he proceeded until he came to a spot 
from whence, on the opposite side, he perceived theenemy plundering 
his camp ; and Jengueiz was himself standing at the same time on the 
bank, observing the actions of the princely fugitive. Jullaul-ud-dein 
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now dij’aioiintcJ verv tlelilierat-Mv. and tak'.n the sdddlo and otiier 
furniture from his liorsfe, he laid them, to^'ctiser with his own tunic 
and hiihilimcnts, in the sun to dry: then untldding his umbrella, he 
quietly sat down to repose himself under the shade. All this passed 
under the iunnediate observation of Jenguciz, who could not forbear 
e.'tpressiiig his admiration in terms of the warmest applause. “ Like 
“ a lion invincible/' he exclaimed, “ in the conflict of the field of 
“battle; like an alligator unterrified in the foaming stream, no father 
“ could ever boast a son like this !” 

In short, having thus narrowly escaped across the Indus, Jullaul- 
ud'dein took up his abode for two days, in an adjoining forest, until 
his retreat was discovered by about fifty of his troops, who once more 
attached themselves to his person ; when, causing his small party to 
furnish themselves with clubs, he one night fell upon, and surprised a 
banditti of Hindus who infested the neighborhood ; and having des- 
troyed the greater part, \vas thus enabled to supply his followers with 
horses and arms, which, in swimming the river, they had been com- 
pelled to sacrifice. His party became now daily more numerous and 
formidable ; and during a period of two years, in which he continued 
to the eastward of the Indus, he succeeded in making many extensive 
and valuable conquests in that quarter ; and in repairing among the 
unfortunate natives, the losses which he had sustained by the irruption 
of the Moghdls. At the expiration of this period he formed the de- 
sign of recovering Irhk Ajem ; and' with that object accordingly led 
his troops through Kutch and Mekraun, to the borders of Kermaun, 
w'bere he arrived in the early part of of the six hundred and twenty 
first of the Hidjerah.^ He experienced at first a very hospitable re- 
ception from Borkk Haujeb, who was- by this time in possession of 
the- province ; and whose daughter, in order to secure his friendship, 
he condescended to take for his bride, the nuptials being celebrated 
in the castle of Rermaun. In the short lapse of two days, however, 
the Sultan, proceeding^tothc neighboring plains, to amuse himself with 
the recreations of the chace, found that the K^rakh^tayan had re- 
inaintetl behind in the city, under the pretence of a pain in his feet. 

* The Spring of 1224. 
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This led to the suspicion that his designs were hostile; and a message A. II. (>•21-2'?. 
was dispatched by thfe Sfiltan to state, that it was his resolution to A. D. 12 - 24 - 3 1 . 
depart, without further delay, on his expedition for the recovery of tvho:aus-ut- 
Irak ; but that entertaining the highest opinion of his Judgment and 
experience, he was desirous of advising with him on the arrangements 
which might best promote the design ; and he therefore requested that 
he would for this purpose repair for a shorttime to his camp. TheKSirak- 
hltayan sent to inform him in reply, that the only arrangement which 
he had to recommend, was to proceed immediately towards Irak, since 
the resources of Kermaun ?vould not subsist his troops any longer. 

Moreover, that if the Shltan made any attempt to re-enter the gates of 
Kermaim, he would find them closed against him. With this reply he 
dismissed the messenger ; and having expelled the whole of the Sultan’s 
troops who had been admitted into the town, he immediately secured 
the gates against any violence on the part of that prince. 

With means inadequate to eqforce reparation for this breach of 
duty and hospitality, Jullaul-ud-dein took the road towards Farss ; 
the governor of which, Atabek Saud the son of Zengui, sending one of 
his sons with suitable presents to conduct him to Shirauz, and adding 
moreover, one of his daughters to the list of the Sultan’s wives. Jul- 
laul-ud-dein, found it expedient with a good grace to confirm the 
Atabek in his authority ; in the mean time, directing his own atten- 
tion, in every possible way, to promote the welfare and happiness of 
every class of his follo?vers. Subsequent to this, he led them to TuS- 
tur in Khuzistaun, and there established his winter quarters. From 
thence at the opening of the spring,* he proceeded towards Baghdkd, 
in the hope of obtaining assistance from the Khalif U1 Nausser; but, 
from a resentment long cherished towards his family, a body of twenty 
thousand horse was immediately dispatched by that monarch, under 
Koushtemfir, to expel the SMtan from bis territories. Apprized of 
the design, Jullaul-ud-dein determined, without hesitation, to abide 
a conflict with this commander ; whom, notwithstanding the disparity 
of force, he succeeded in defeating. He was, however, now con- 
strained to alter the direction of his march ; and he proceeded for Teb- 

♦A.D.1225, 
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A. H. 622-23. reiz, at this period under the government ofAtahek Ouzbek,thesoii 
A. D. 1225-3L of Jaliaun Pehehvaun Mahommed. The Atabek conceived it most 
Kholaussnt- pjodgnt to throw himself into- the fortress of Alanjek, and to leave his 
capital to the discretion of his wife, Melka Khatiin, a princess of the 
house of Seljuk. Jullaul-ud-dein appeared before Tebreiz, some 
time in the six hundred and twenty second of the Hidjerah,* and 
immediately laid siege to that ancient and celebrated city.| While 
operations were carrying on for the reduction ofthe town, the princess 
Melka one day making a tour of the ramparts, happened to cast her 
eyes upon Jullaul-ud-dein, with whose person she became immedi- 
ately and violently enamoured ; aud pretending to have been divorced 
by her husband, contrived through the intervention of Kauzy Ezz- 
ud-dein, theKazvinian, to espouse the object of her new-born passion ; 
to whom the city was of course surrendered without further resistance. 
Atabek Ouzbek could- not survive the intelligence, which was soon 
•conveyed to him, of the perfidy and ingratitude of his^libidinous wife. 

Thus master of Azerbayjaun, through the treacherous surrender of 
Its capital, Jullaul-ud-dein next engaged in hostilities with the Geor- 
gians ; in a second and final expedition against whom, he reduced the 
city of Teflis. While he still remained at that place, information 
reached him that Borak Haujeb was on his march to invade Ir^k ; and 
ft was on tliis occasion that the Sultan, in the short space of seven- 
teen days, conducted his troops from^ Teflis to the frontiers of Ker- 
maun; where the hostile chief wa^compelled to purchase his forbear- 
ance by presents of the most splendid and costly description, and by 
apologies the most submissive to atone for the recent aggression. 
Upon this the Khaur?zmian repaired to Isfahaun ; but when he had 
continued there a few days, intelligence was conveyed to him of the 
ravages committed on the borders of Azerbayjaun, by a certain Hau- 
jeb, or Hadjy Ally, employed in the gftverament of Ekhlaut by Me- 
lek Ashruf, prince of Damascus ; and, what was still more agravating, 
he further learnt, that his consort, that paragon of fidelity and purity, 
th^ virtuous Melka’KhSttfim, had withdrawn from Tebreiz to Ekhlaut ; 

*A.D.1225. 

ilt b sometimes supposed to have risen from the rains of Ecbatana. At others this 
honor is assijued to- Hamadaun, 
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where she maintained an unchaste and abandoned intercourse with A. H. 625 - 28 . 
the new governor. A. D. 1228-8 1. 

In order to avenge himself of these accumulated injuries,. Jullaul- 
ud-dein returned without delay into Azerbayjaun ; but, after having 
carried pillage and slaughter to the gates of Ekhlaut, he there learnt, 
to his infinite mortification, that the Moghfils were advancing upon 
Ir^k; and he was unwillingly constrained to postpone, to another op- 
portunity, the reduction of that place, in order to make head against 
the implacable adversaries of his house. In a battle which ensued 
with the Moghhls, he was, however, defeated, and compelled to retire 
with some precipitation into Isfahaun; where he proceeded to dis- 
grace some of his officers, who had been remiss in their exertions in 
the recent conflict, by exposing them through the streets in the habits 
of women, while he distinguished, with commands and honors, those 
who had faithfully discharged their duty. 

In the six hundred and twenty-fifth of the Hidjerah,* instead of 
opposing an unavailing resistance to the growing ascendancy of the 
MoghMs , J ullaul-ud-dein seems to have preferred engagi ng in another 
invasion of the Georgians, of whom he is stated to have put great 
liumbers to the sword ; and having otherwise obtained some signal 
advantages in that province, he proceeded in the triumph of his vic- 
tories, to resume the siege of Ekhlaut, Of that place, after considera- 
ble resistance, he at last completed the reduction, and being singular- 
ly irritated by the conduct of the governor, he issued orders that his 
soldiers should be permitted, from the hour of sunrise to the forenoon’s 
repast, to satiate themselves with pillage and slaughter; the survivors 
of the massacre were' then spared ; but he retaliated without scru- 
pie on the wife of Haujeb Ally, the outrage offered to his bed by that 
chieftain. 

The reduction of Ekhlaut appears to have revived in a considerable 
degree, the renown which Jullaul-ud-dein had acquired .by former 
exploits ; and yet he had not quitted the vicinity of that place, when 
information was communicated tohim, that an alliance had been formed 
against hiabetween Alia-ud-deinKeyKobaud SAItan of Anatolia, and 
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A. H. 625-28. 
A. D. 1228-31. 

Kbolau^ssut- 

ul-aklibaur* 


tlie prince of Syria and Damascus ; which seems to have engaged 
him, further than was consistent with his views, in hostilities in that 
quarter. Advancing, however, to anticipate the designs of his ene- 
mies, the Sultun, in the desert of Moush, to the north west of Ekhlaut, 
unexpectedly fell in with six. thousand Syrian horse, whom he cut to 
pieces to the last man. But in the battle which soon afterwards ensued 
between him and the SMtan of Anatolia, Jullaul-ud-dein, although 
previously confined to his litter, having exerted himself to mount 
his horse, and being yet unable, through extreme debility, to hold 
the reins of his bridle, the animal on ivhich he rode, happened in the 
heat of the action to retire a few steps backward. In these circum- 
stances his attendants unfortunately suggested that a short cessation 
from fatigue seemed absolutely necessary to revive him ; and the prince 
as unfortunately yielding to their advice, withdrew fo a corner of the 
field of battle, followed by theroyal standard. The wings of the armyi 
perceiving this movement on the part of their sovereign, too soon con- 
cluded that he had unworthily abandoned the conflict ; and in that 
persuasion they hastily turned their backs to the enemy, and betook 
themselves to flight; while Jullaul-ud-dein constrained by necessity, 
also made the best of his way towards Ekhlaut. Happily for the 
fugitives, the enemy, suspecting that all this was merely a stratagem 
devised by the Khaurezmian to lead them into an ambuscade, 
retained their position, without engaging a step in the pursuit. 

On his return to Ekhlaut, Jullaul-ud-dein was farther alarmed by 
iatelligence that Jermaughfln Nuyan had crossed the Amfiyah in great 
force, and was advancing towards Persian Irkk. This determined 
him to proceed without delay towards Azerbayjaun , dispatching one 
of his principal generals on before him, in order to obtain more certain 
information of the enemy. The officer thus employed, after visiting 
Tebreiz, rejoined his sovereign with the assurance, without, however, 
having taken the necessary precautions to ascertain the fact, that 
there was neither in Azerbayjaun, nor Ir^k, the slightest vestige nor 
intelligence of the Moghuls. Delighted beyond all bounds of pru- 
dence, and moderation, by this deceitful report, the Silltan resigned 
himself without reserve to a course of pleasure ; his example being 
followed by the greater part of his court, which was immediately 
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immersed ifl wine, and the most disgraceful excesses. Of such a a. S. 628. 
state of things, it was not difficult to foresee the issue. Many days a. D. 1231. 
Were not suffered to elapse, when^ in the six hundred and twenty Khoiaussut- 
cighth of the Hidjerah,* an army of Tatars, numberless as the drops 
of a thundershower, was afresh reported to have entered Azerbayjatin» 
and to he immediately at hand. It was not without considerable 
difficulty and exertion, that the SMtan. could be awakened to a sense 
of bis danger ; but, when by a plentiful ablution, he had contrived to 
remove the disgraceful effects of intoxication, instead of abiding a 
conflict with the destroyers of his family, Julian 1-ud-dein ffed front 
the scene of alarm ; Azer Kbaun, the same Ameir that had apprized 
him of his situation, continuing, however, to oppose a feeble resist- 
ance to the enemy, who was bow upon them, until his wretched 
master should have gained a sufficient distance on his pursuers. The 
Khaun then also retreated, while the MoghMs, still conceiving tha^ 
they were engaged with the Sultan in person, pressed on to secure 
him, with an eagerness in proportion to the splendor of the prize. 

But, being at length undeceived, they finally abandoned the pursuit, 
and hastened to the residence of his unhappy family ; where they 
put to the sword, without distinction, every individual whom they 
could lay hands on, either of the kindred, or clientage of the kings of 
Kbaurezm; the sun of whose power, when it had subsisted with 
some variety of circumstance, for a period of one hundred and thirty 
seven lunar years, became thus forever extinguished under the sur- 
passing might of MoghM vengeance. 

With respect to the sequel, so onworthy of tho outset of JuHaul- 
ud-dein’s adventurous career, there* exists among historians a consi- 
derable diversity of opinion ; some authors relating, that in his ffight 
from the 'Moglifils, he entered the Kohestaun, or mountainous region 
between Aierbayjaun and the Tigris, where, while he lay asleep, n 
KSrd, i» order to possess himself of his horse and habHiments, ran 
him through the body with his lance. Others again have stated, 
that be assumed the garb of SAfyism, and in that disguise* wandered 
about the world to scr^ btmself froiir the vengeance of his pursuers; 
nor hath any thing furtbet bees *a8certaiQed of the destiny of thia un- 
fortunate prince. 

VQL. II, SB 
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A, H. 5214!), The residue of this chapter may be devoted, perhaps not unprofita* 

A. p. 1127-54. {Q furnish a short account of the Ataheh, who occupy so con- 
Kfaolaussut- spicuous a share in the transactions of these times. With the author 
we shall therefore proceed to state, that the Sultans of the race of Sel- 
jhk being in many instances accustomed to confide the education of 
their sons, to some of the principal Ameirs in different quarters of their 
empire, the young princes, in the course of habit, applied to the noble- 
men thus entrusted with their breeding, the appellation of Atabek ; 
a corruption of Atkik — preceptor or tutor : or perhaps Atabeg — lord 
father, as explained by Mr. Richardson. Of these there were, how- 
ever, four branches of distinguished renown, whose origin and dura- 
tion we shall, in their order, endeavor to trace, to the limited extent of 
our original. 

In the five hundred and twenty-first of the Hkljerah, Emmaud-ud 
DEIN Zengui, the son of Auksungur became, under the authority of 
Sultan Mahmud the grandson of the illustrious Melek Shah, ruler of 
he provinces of Arabian Irak ; and extending his power, in the pro- 
cess of time and circumstances, to the territories dependent on Mos- 
$ule and Aleppo, those of Diaurbekir and Kurdistaun were further 
■superadded to the extensive and opulent domain already subject to 
his government. After reigning, with distinguished probity, for about 
OftheAtabeks three and twenty years, he was cut off by a conspiracy among his 

ofMossbleSy- in the five hundred and forty-fourth of the Hidjerah ;* and 

ria and Diaur- 

bekir, consequence, in the records of the country, the posthu- 

mous title of Atabek Sheheid — the marti/red Ataheh. 

Nur-ud-dein Mahmud, the son of £mmaud-ud-dein Zengni, second 
of the Atabeks of Mossule and Syria, succeeded, on the assassination 
of his father, in establishing his authority through the territory of 
Aleppo, Harness, and Hama ; and accomplishing the reduction of 
Damascus, in the five hundred and forty-ninth of the Hidjerah,f his 
power became from that period so formidable that he undertook, and 
ultimately succeeded, to .subvert the authority of the Fktimite 
Khalifs in Egypt, and to substitute in the Khotbah for the name of 
Au22ed.ud-dein, that of Mfistunzy of the house pf Abbas, in the • 


-•A, D. 1140. 


tA.D.1154. 
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manner already related. The government of that province was then 
vested, under the authority of Ndr-ud-dein, in the celebrated Sullah- 
ud-dein Yussuf, (Saladin) the son of Ntjdjm-ud-dein Ayah ; in whose 
family it continued long afterwards. 

The death of Nur-ud-dein took place on the eleventh ofShavaul, 
of the year five hundred and sixty-nine :* which would give to his 
reign a period of about five and twenty years. 

MelekSalah the son of Nur-ud-dein, third of the Atabeks of 
Mossule and Syria. 

The diadem of Syria devolved to this prince at the age of eleven ; 
but when he had continued to sustain it for some years, Sullah-ud- 
dein, who had received the title of M^Iek Nasser, advanced from 
Egypt to form the siege of Damascus. On which the feeble Melek 
Salah abandoned his capital to its fate, and fled to Aleppo ; where he 
died, at the age of nineteen, and after a reign of about eight years, in 
the five hundred and seventy seventh of the Hidjerah.f 
Seyf-ud-dein Ghauzzi, son of Emmaud-ud-dein Zengui, second 
of the Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekir, was employed to preside 
over those provinces, under the authority of his brother Nur-ud- 
dein ; .as well as over part of Kurdestaun, which was annexed to his 
government. He died in the five hundred aqd fifty-first of the Hid^ 
jerah.l , 

Kutb-ud-deis Moudud, another of the sons of Emmaud-ud- 
dein, and third of the Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekir, succeeded 
to his brother Seyf-ud-dein ; and retained the governmeutto the period 
of his death, in the five hundred and sixty-fifth of the Hidjerah.]] 
Seyf-ud-deix Ghauzzi the second, the son of KAtb-ud-dein, 
fourth of the Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekir, assumed the go vern- 
ment at MossAle on the death of his father. When his kinsman, 
Melek Salah, was compelled to abandon Damascus on the approach of 
Sullab-ud^leiBj he dispatched a body of troops to assist him, under 
his brother MAss^ud. Seyf-ud-dein died in the five hundred and 
seventy-sixth of the Hidjerah, after a reign of about eleven years. 

Ezz-ud-dein Mussaoud the son of KAtfa-ud-dein, fifth of thes 
Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekir, succeeded to his brother in the 
*EleventliofMa]r, A. 0.1174. tim ^1155. 
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A.H. 579-C08. government ; to which, on the death of Mfelek Salah, in the year .■977, 
A, D. 1183 - 1 - 211 . (.{jat of Aleppo. In the five hundred and seventy-ninth of 

Hidjerah,* that city shared, however, the fate of Damascus, which 
had been previously reduced by Sullah-nd-dein : and two years after- 
wards the same monarch having again drawn his troops out of Egypt, 
proceeded to extend his conquests to Miafaurekein and Ekhlaut ; 
but on his return homewards from this expedition, he concluded a 
treatyof peace with Ezz-ud-dein. Both these princes died in the course 
of the same year, the five hundred and eighty-ninth of the, Hidjerah.| 

NuE-tJD-DEiB Arslan Shah, the son of Ezz-ud-dein, sixth of 
the Atabeks of Mosshle and Diaurbekir. 

Succeeding to theauthority ofhisfather, this prince becameengaged 
in a tedious and protracted warfare with MSlek-ul-Audil the Sultan 
of Egypt; which does not appear to have terminated until the six 
hundred and fifth of the Hidjerah, when a treaty of peace was con- 
cluded between the parties. Arslan Shah survived this treaty for 
about two years, when, in the course of the six hundred and seventh 
of the Hidjerah heaisodied.^ 

Ul Mfelek U1 Kaher Ezz-ud-dein Mussaotio, the son of Arslan 
Shah, eighth and last of the Atabeks of Moss&le and Diaurbekir, as- 
sumed the government in conformity to- the instructions ofhisfather; 
but submitting the reins of his authority to the controul of Buddur- 
ud-dein Lfilfi, it was not suffered to experience any very considerable 
duratioB. On the death of this prince, who probably did not long 
survive the loss of power, the government was entirely appropriated 
to himself, by the same Buddur-ud-dein, or Bedredin ; the sequel of 
whose history will possibly be resumed at a subsequent period, among 
the events which distinguished the reign of Hfilaukft Khann. 

. Ildhj, of the Atabeks of Az6ria.ffjaMft. Among the Tartars of Kep- 
tehauk,we are here apprized on the authority of tte Rouz at-us-suSh_ 
that, there. formerly- existed n regulation which provided, that when- 
ever a merchant, in one and the same lot,'agreed for the purchase of 
forty slaves, the seller should make a deduction to the value of one 
^ve- la lavop t>f the purchaser. It was in conformity with mieh a 

*A,D.U83. tll93. 1 1210. 
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practice that, in the tiifte of Siiltan Musskoud df the raSe ofSeljuk,a A. H. 6S1-g(J. 
Merchant having made a purchase in the same territory, to that num- >^38-7 2. 
her, a deduction was made in his favor for one of the sfavra, whose 

« nflTi V ^ 

name was Eyldekez ; not less remarkable for the defects of his person 
than for the virtues which beamed on his broW. His purchase com- 
pleted, the merchant proceeded on his return to Irkk, mounting his 
slaves in waggons. During the journey, it happened that Eyldekez, 
overcome with sleep, twice fell from his waggon, being as often 
remounted by the care of his master; but falling over, a third time j in 
the same manner, no one took any concern about him, and he was 
abandoned to his fate. At day light, however, when he awoke, and 
perceived himself alone in the midst of the boundless solitude, he 
hastened in search of his companions; and by dint of exertion, to the 
no small surprise of his owner, succeeded in overtaking the caravan in 
the course of the evening. i 

Arrived in Ir&k, the minister of Sultan blusskoud bought thirty 
nine of the slaves, for the service of his master, rejecting Eyldekez, the 
fortieth, on account of bis cat-like, or decrepid exterior. On which the 
unhappyyouth, bursting into tears, is said to have exclaimed, that 
since the Vezzeir had purchased the whole of the other slaves for his 
own sake, it behoved him to take the only one remaining, fm the love 
of God. These expressions were repeated to the minister, and deter- 
mined him to Complete the allotment by the purchase of Eyldekez. 

The circumstance was also related to SMtan Mussaoud, who placed EvLDEEEzrst 
the subject of it, not long afterwards, under Ameir Nasser one of his of the Atabeks 
paptains, in order to be instructed in archery and horsemanship ; and 
as the young slave distinguished himself in a very short time, by his 
address, activity, and skill, he Was next enrolled in the train of one of 
the great officers of the household, who superintended the Bekawuls, 
or cupbearers? or with more probability, the purveyor of the royal 
kitchens, since a savoury dish made up by Eyldekez of the offals, or 
such paste of a sheep as are in general rejected, proved so extremely 
agreeable to the palate of theSfiltan, that the now fortunate slave was 
taken into particular fever. From that peariod his prospects became 
daily more flattering td his ambitren ; until, as was noticed on a for- 
mer occasion, the fliksllT. bestowed upoa him, together with 



A. H. 568-87. the widow of his brother Toghrel, the goveinraent of Axerbayjaua ; 

A. D. 1172-91, }jg sustained with vigor and ability to his death, in the five 

Kholanssut- hundred and sixty-eighth of the Hidjerah, a period of about six and 
ul-akhbaur. ^ 

thirty years. 

Atabek Mahomm ed, entitled JahamPehkwaim, the son of Eylde- 
liez, second of the Atabeks of Azerbayjaun. 

Sultan Toghrel the son of Arslan, being seated at seven years of age, 
on the throne of Irhk Ajem, in the five hundred and seventy first of 
the Hidjerah, through the activity and exertions of Atabek Mahom- 
med, the affairs of the monarchy, in addition to the government of 
Azerbayjaun, to which he had succeeded on the death of his father, 
were now consigned to the entire controul of this brave and able chief- 
tain ; who became in a short time, by his talents and firmness of mind, 
equally respectable audformidable to the princes of the east and west. 
He continued to direct the affairs of Irak with splendid success for 
a period of ten years ; at the expiration of which, in Zilhudje,* of the, 
five hundred and eighty-first of the Hidjerah, he died, leaving four 
sons, whose names are as follows : Abu Bukker, Kutlugh Eynaunje, 
Mermeraun, and Ouzbek Pehlewaun. 

Atabek Kczzul Arslan the son of Eyldekez, third of that de- 
nomination in Azerbayjaun. 

Employed, during the administration of his brother, in the govern- 
ment of Azerbayjaun, this prince hastened on his death, to the court 
of Sultan Toghrel ; and marryjng Kiiibtiah Khatun, the widow ofhis 
deceased brother, (at least a princess of that name is mentioned as 
the mother of Kutlugh Eynaunje and Mermeraun) became immedi- 
ately invested with the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, or lieutenant general 
of the monarchy. But differences having ultimately arisen between 
him and the Sbltan, which terminated in the hostilities, already tran- 
Atabek Kcz- siently adverted to under the transactions of the- race of Seljuk, 
zuL Aeslan, Kuzzul Arslan, at the express recommendation of tlie Khalif UlNaus- 
ser, and in the month of Shavaull of the five hundred and eighty 
seventh of the Hidjerah, assumed the sovereign authority. He had, 
however, been suffered to enjoy his power but for a very few. days 
when he was assassinated, at the instance of the nobles of Irik, by one 
* March, A. D. 1186. t September, A, D. 1191, 
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of the zealots of Alraowut, “ ’Tis not,” observes our author, " for A.H. 587-622, 

“ rashness to repose in peace on the seat of the mighty and yet the 
name of Kuzz ul Arslan has found a distinguished record with the 

. 1 IT • ° ul’^aklibaur, 

votaries of the Persian muse. 

Atabek AbuBukker, the sonofPehlewaun Mahommed, fourthof 
the Atabeks of Azerbayjaun. 

■ On the assassination of his uncle, Abfi Bukker hastily withdrew 
into Azerbayjaun, and there assumed the royal authority. He was, 
however, destined to be opposed by his half brother Kutlogh Eynaunje ; 
with whom, in the course of one month only, he fought no less than 
four separate battles, in each of which he proved victorious. After 
this he retained his power against all opposition for a period of twenty 
years, dying in the six hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah.* 

Atabek Miizuffur-ud-dein Ouzbek, the son of Pehlewaun Mahom- 
med, fifth and last of this race, succeeded on the death of his brother ; 
but in the fifteenth year of his reign, the six hundred and twenty- 
second of the Hidjerah,f his country being invaded by Saltan Jullaul- 
ud'deinthe Khaurezmian, Atabek Ouzbek retired into the fortress of 
Elanjek or Alanjek ; where, as recently observed in the story of the 
Khaurezmian, he could not survive tbeintelligenceof his wife’s perfidy, 

Illdhj, Of the Atabeks of Farss, of the Selghrian tribe. 

The historian has recorded that when,- in the early part of the fifth 
century of the Hidjerah, a body of Turkmans, to the number of fifty 
thousand horse, were urged by the pressure of the times, and in the 
course of one of those afflicting changes w hich have been occasionally 
permitted to visit the world, to migrate from their native country, 
and seek for asettleraent in foreign lands, one of their, chiefs, of the 
name of Selgher, with his sons and followers, made bis way into 
■ Kborassaun ; and in the different parts of that province,. proceeded to race'of 
exercise every species of outrage and violence, that might be expect- Selghek. 
ed from jan uncivilized and necessitous banditti. But when, about the 
four hundred and thirtieth of the Hidjerah, the authority of the race 
of Seljfik; appeared to be permanently established , diroughont the 
Persian empire, the .same Tfirkman chief repiifed to the court of one 

t>23S- 
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A H. 4i8M7i. of tlie mon&rcbs of that race,* and was admitted to the rank of Haajeb, 

A. D. I0g8-ii7o- Qj. bedchamber. His sons, Iiowever, preferred an abode in 

Kh(.laasyjt- which was destined to become the ultimate and splendid lot of 
ul-akhbanr. , „ 

the family. 

The city of Shiranz, the admired and celebrated metropolis of the 
province, being wrested from the Deylemites, in the four hfundred 
and fifty-eighth of the Hidjerah,f by the warlike Alep- Arslan, it con- 
tinued fora period of eighty five years afterwmds under tlie authority 
of the race of Seljdk. But about the five hundred and forty second of 
the Hidjerah,+ Sultan M41ek Shah the son of Mahmfid, having made; 
himself - master of the province, by the defeat and death of Atabek 
Bdzaubah, that prince retained possession for the space of one year 
only ; when conceiving himself unequal to a contest with Atabek 
Segher the son of Moudfid, who had- revolted against his authority, he 
chose to abandon the country 5 which was thus, appareatly without dif- 
ficulty, transferred tathe insurgent. 

Atabek Muzuffet-ud-dein Segher, or perhaps Stjukur, the son of 
Mouddd, first of the Atabeks of Farssof the race of Selgher. 

On the retreat of the Seljukian Sfiltan, Atabek Segher under the 
title of hluzuffur-ud-dein, assumed the sovereign dignity at Shirauz, 
some time in the five hundred and forty third of the Hidjerah ; f and 
laid open to every class of those who submitted to. bis authority, the 
avenues of beneficence and happiness. He withdrew to experience 
the reward of bis virtues, in the ever blooming gardens of paradise, 
in the five hundred and fifty seventh of the Hi(Jjerah,§ after a felicitous 
reign of thirteen years, 

Atabek Muzuffur -ud-dein Zengui, the son of Moudhdi, second 
the race of Selgher, succeeded to his brother, whose virtues he seemed 
studious to emulate. He died in the five hundred and seventy first of 
the Hidjerah, after a just and beneficent fieign- of fourteen years. 

Atabek. Mibu£fot-nd*dsin TumxJtB, tbe of Zeogui, third of the 
race of Segher. 

This prince was the heir, and successor to his fetber’s wealth and 
]Wfwelya&d even surpassed his predeee^ors, in the vigilance wlfichi 

*To^lBeg. tA.D.1066, tll47. 111145, iim 
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lie exerted to promote and secure the tranquillity of his government. A. H. 5£>l-ei4, 
He died iu the five hundred and ninety-first of the Hidjerah, after a A. D- 
, prosperous reign of twenty years. During the period in which he 
swayed the sceptre of Shirauz, Atabek Kfitbuddein, a prince of the 
same family governed in Ir&k Ajem; but, although in other respects 
an able and benevolent monarch, engaging in an unavailing contest 
with Atabek Tuklah, his power did not attain to any degree of stabi- 
lity. He fell, in the issue, into the hands of his relative, and was put 
to death. 

' Atabek Muzuffur-ud-dein Abfi Shujia Saud, the son of Zengui, ‘ 
fourth of the race of Selgher. 

Succeeding, to the sovereign power, on the death of his brother, 

Atabek Saud gave distinguished proofs of the bounty, and liberality 
of his disposition ; but yielding to an unfortunate ambition, by which 
lie was impelled to undertake the conquest of Irak Ajem, he engaged 
himself in perpetual expeditions for the attainment of that object ; 
and thus expos^his defenceless capital to frequent surprise and pil- 
lage, by those of bis enemies who were ever on the watch for such an 
opportunity. .Tb^ last time, however, continues our author, in which, 
like the axis of a-wbeel, Atabek Saud presented bimself in various 
directions, in .the prosecution of these visionary projects of ambition, 
he, in the six husdred and fourteenth of the Hidjerah,* and in the 
neighborhood of Rev, fell in with the course of Sultan Mahommed 
the Khaurezoiian, then proceeding on his design against Baghdad. 

In these circiimstaEces, although the whole of his force did not ex- 
ceed seven hundred cavalry, the Atabek resolutely assailed the armf- 
of the Sultan, and first with his arrows, anil then with sciinitar and^ 
mace, produced extraordinary havoc among them.' Consideiiably sur- 
prised at the singular activity and prowess displayed on the occasion 
by the Atabek, the Khaurezmian gave orders that his archers should 
forbear lo aim at hiui-; and that every exertion should be made to take 
him alive, and without injury. Thus surrounded on ev^ry side, anl ’ 
falling from, his horse, his adversaries found at last an opportunity of 
seizing his person, and he was immediately conveyed to tne presence 

VOL. n, 3 i 



H. 6U. of the Sultan; who proceeded to interrogate him as to the motive' 

A. D. 1217. which could induce him to engage in a conflict so unequal. - To this 
KbolausTut^ the Atabek replied, that for such apparent temerity, the only apology 
ul-akhbaur. ^,^^3 i^jg g^tije ignorance that he was opposed ■ 

to the person of so mighty a monarch ; and he continued to plead fur- 
ther so effectually with his conqueror, that one of the imperial pavi- 
lions was immediately ordered to be set apart for his accommodation.; 
with every requisite that could contribute either to his pleasure or 
convenience. All these, the Atabek, however, distributed among the 
Sbltan’s retinue, even before he had set eyes upon them ; and the ad- 
miration of the Khaurezmian being further excited by an instance of 
liberality, which otherwise appears to have had neither bounds nor re- 
flection, Atabek Saud became thenceforward thp inseparable associ- 
ate of his pleasures and amusements ; in which, he indeed, as far sur- 
passed by his convivial qualities, as he had formerly done by his 
prowess in the field of battle. In the course of a few days it was fin- 
ally agreed upon between the two princes, through the mediation of 
M^lek Zouzen, that Atabek Saud should bestow one of his daughters 
in marriage upon Sfiltan Jullaul-ud-dein ; should engage for the ces- 
sion of the fortresses of Istakh^r and Eshkowfin; and for the annual 
remittance of one third of the revenues of f arss to the exchequer of the 
Khaurezmian. 

On the conclusion of the treaty, Atabek Saud, accompanied by an 
escort of Khaurezmian troops, was permitted to take the road to his 
own dominions ; hut, his son Abfi Bukker had become no sooner ap- 
prized of the misfortune, and subsequent stipulations on the part of 
his father, than he abruptly, forsook his allegiance; and took post, with 
a body of his followers, at the foot of the pass of Baubeyn, to intercept 
his return. Accordingly, when Atabek Saud arrived on the spot, the 
head of his escort had just disengaged itself from the pass, when it 
was attacked and cut off by the Shir&zians ; while the main body, con- 
ceiving that they were about to become a sacrifice to preconcerted 
treachery between father and son, called aloud for mercy. Having 
exerted all his eloquence to appease their apprehensions, the Atabek; 
hastened' to present himself to Abfi Bukker, who assailed his person 
without the smallest hesitation ; but the elder Atabek no sooner 
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felt the sword of the parricide, than he returned it so effectually with a. h; 823-58. 
a stroke of his mace, that it brought him headlong from his horse. A. D. i22»-6 0. 
The rebel was afterwards confined to the castle of IstakhSr ; while Kholanssut- 
the father, having re-entered his capital of Shirauz without further 
obstacle, proceeded to fulfil his engagements with the Khaurezmian, 
with the most scrupulous fidelity ; and ultimately dismissed his agents 
in every respect satisfied with the treatment which they experienced. 

Atabek Saud survived this untoward contingency for a period of 
some duration ; until the six hundred and twenty-third of the ilidjer- 
ah, according to certain authorities, which would assign to his reign 
an interval of two and thirty years. 

Atabek Muzuffur-ud-dein Abu Bukkek, the son of Saud Zengui, 
fifth of the race of Selgher. . 

Notwithstanding the stain of rebellion, the Ameirs and principal 
citizens of Shirauz unanimously concurred, on the death of his father, 
in bestowing the sovereign authority upon Abfi Bukker ; and he is 
said to have far surpassed the merit of all his predecessors, respecta- 
ble as they were, in the vigor of his government, and in his vigilance 
to provide for the welfare of his people. His zeal for the advance- 
ment of the taith of Mabommed, and his exertions to promote the^ 
success of every laudable pursuit, few men were qualified to do justice 
to ; neither would it be easy to delineate, continues our author, his 
singular skill in jurisprudence, in the subtilties of logic, or in the ab-- 
struse reasonings of philosophy. His esteem for the religious and 
sincerely devout, was at the same time so conspicuous, that he did not 
scruple S;o assign to them on ail occasions a decided preference over . 
priests and lawyers, and the learned of every description, 

The race of Jengueiz having, however, by this time, completely 
subjugated the oriental world, Atabek Abu Bukker exhibited a proof 
of sagacity, and moderation of spirit, equally conspicuous, by the early 
assurances of submission, which, by one of his nephews, betook care 
to convey to the court of OukdSi, or Octai Karun ; who treated the de- 
putation with particular kindness and distinction, and returned a pa- 
tent for the royal authority in Farss, with the titie of KAtl&gh Khaun. 

Th*’ eovernment of Abu Bukker was distinguished by the reduction 
tf Kaisli or Kaiss, katerf, and Bahareiii, islands m the gulph of Per- 



A. H. «o8. sia, where ho is stateu to have acquired prodigious wealth. In tha 
A- mean time, Hulauku Khaun had made himself master of Baghdkl, 

Kliolaasbut- extinguished the power of the race of Abbas ; and it became ex- 
ul Ahbaur. qjj of Abu Bukker,with other feudatories, to trans- 

mit his congratulations, on an occasion which seemed to put the last 
seal to his vassalage. His son Saud, the. heir to his wealth and dig- 
nity, was accordingly dispatched on this errand to the camp of the 
Eyle, or Aeil Khaun; and the young prince was on his return-to 
Shirauz, after experiencing the most favorable reception from- the 
Moghul monarch, when intelligence reached him of his father’s death, 
which was, at a very short interval, followed by his own. Atabek Abii' 
Bukker had, It seems, withdrawn to the abodes of eternal happiness, 
.on the fifth of the latter Jummaudy,* of the six hundred and fifty- 
eighth of the Hidjerah, after a splendid and prosperous reign of five 
and thirty years ; and his son Saud having’ been already attacked by a 
, severe fit of illness on his journey from Bhghdkl, the inforraatioh 
which unexpectedly reached him, of the death of his father, and of his 
own accession to the sovereign power, produced a -violeut aggravation 
of his disorder, and hastened him to the 'tomb, just twelve days after 
the former event. What renders the reign of Atabek Abu Bukker 
eben Saud Zengui, however, more particularly interesting to the orien-' 
talist is, that Saudi, thcmost elegant and classical of Persian poets, the 
admired bard and morsdist of Shirauz, the reformer of his religion, as 
lie has been entitled, flourished under this reign, and made the names 
of both father and son the frequent subject of his praise. 

Atabek Mahommed, the son of Saud, sixth of theraceof Selgher. 

Succeeding in infancy to the throne of ShiraiiZj in consequence of 
tfie premature dissolution of his father, the administration of affairs 
was undertaken in behalf of this prince by his mother Turkan, a wo- 
man of singular prudence and sagacity; sVhio dfd'not fail, by asphm- 
did embassy, and by presents not less splendid, to solicit and obtain 
from Huhtukfl, a decree to ratify the succession of her son. But when 
two years had elapsed of the infant reign of Atabek Mahommed, he 
perished by a fall fromtheterraceof his palace; andhe was succeeded by, 


•Seventeenth of May, A. D. 13(J0. 
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Afabek Mahommed ShAh, the son of Sefglier Shah, seventh of A. H. eae 
the race of Selgher. A.D. laa. 

Indebted for his elefafen to the e:tertr6hs of the dowager princess 
Turkan KhatAh, his mother in law and the widow of Atakeb Saud, 
and at the same time to the recommendation of the nobles of Shir- 
auz, this prihce proved himself, however, at an early period, by aban- 
doning himself to the excesses of wine and intemperance, and to the 
society of youthful profligates, entirely unworthy of the throne to 
which he had succeeded. A government so contemptible was not 
destined to be of any duration. The total disregard wdiich he evinced 
for the counsels of his mother-in-law, produced on her part, notwith- 
standing, the intimacy of their relation, a conspiracy with the Araeirs 
and leading men of the country, to remove him from authority ; a de- 
sign which was carried into execution without difficulty. It became, 
however, expedient to represent, by ah immediate deputation to Hii- 
lauku Khaun, that the measure had been rendered indispensable, by 
the total unworthiness and incapacity of the deposed prince, and by 
the means which he had adopted to bring disorder and ruin upon the 
affairs of the province. This, together with the consideration that 
matters bad already taken their course,' induced the Evie Khaun to 
listen with favorable attention to the Khatun’s apology; at least, to 
forbear from any manifest expression of displeasure at what had taken 
place. The authority of Mahommed Shah terminated in the short 
period of eight month's. 

Alabek Seijitk Shah the son of Selgher Shah, eighth of the race 
of Selgher, on the deposition of his brother, succeeded to the govern- 
meat, likewise through the influence of I'^rkan Kliatfin,,whom he 
immediately married. Being, however, a weak and inexperienced 
youth, little inured to the trials and vicissitudes of life, although we 
do not immediately perceive how this is to account forsuch early de- 
pravity, he was led one night, during the fumes of intoxication, to 
form the base design of destroying his benefactress ; which, in one of 
his mercenary and diabolical slaves, he found an instrument to carry 
into immediate executioff.' "The following day, when the guilty trans- 
actionijeeame known to the public, two of thb agents of Hulaukd 
Khaun, deputed to guard his interests in the government ofShirauz, 
openly disapproved ot the deed, afld W’ere put to death for the avowal. 
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A. H. 662-86. This dariiis: outrage, on the part of the Atabek, brought upon him the 
A. D I264r87. speedy vengeance of the Tartar monarch ; who immediately dispatched 
Kholaussut- Qjjg of his generals, of the name of Ult^jd, at the head of a powerful 
«l-akhbanr. chastise, and subvert the authority of the perpetrator. Sel- 

jdk Shah had not the courage to abide the storm ; but abandoning his 
government, he withdrew on its approach towards the coast of the Ar- 
abian, or sea of Omman. Thither he was, however, pursued by UUajh, 
by whom he was overtaken and defeated in the neighborhood of Kau- 
2erAn ; in which place becoming a prisoner, he was in the six hundred 
and sixty-second of the Hidjerah, by order of Hdlauku, finally con- 
demned to die ; being the last, in the male line, of the Atabeks of the 
race of Selgher. 

Atabek Aeysh, the daughter of Saud, son of Atabek Aba Buk- 
ker, being the consort of Mangfi Teymflr the son of Hhlaukfi Khaun, 
was, by the latter monarch, invested with the government of Farss, 
on the execution of Seljuk Shah ; and when it had been sufficiently 
ascertained, that no one of the male line of the Atabeks appeared 
.worthy of the trust. She continued to preside at Shirauz to the day 
of her death, in the six hundred and eighty-sixth of the Hidjerah ; after 
which none of the race of Selgher ever asserted any claim to the go- 
vernment of this favorite domain. 

IVth^ of the Hazauraspides, or Atabeks ofLaristaun. 

' At the period when Atabek Segher, or Sunkur the son of Moudud, 
in the year five hundred and forty-three,* had made himself paramount 
in Farss, on the expulsion of Mfelek Shah of the race, of Seljuk, as 
was recently observed, he employed, under Abu Taber the son of 
aspides orACi- M^hommedthe Fuzluian, a force to subjugate or take possession of 
bek.s of Laris- Laristaun. But that chief had no sooner accomjdished the object of 
the expedition, than he felt himself qualified to assume the title of 
Atabek, and to declare himself independant in the province ; and in 
this his descendants followed his/example. 

Atabek Nussrut-ud-dein Hazaurasp, the son of Abu Thher, se- 
cond of the Atabeks ofLaristaun, as the eldest of his lather’s children, 
succeeded to his authority ; and having added to his possessions the 
territory of Spoulistaun. (region of sands), he left the whole in undis- 
puted sovereignty to his son. ' 

*A.D.1148. 
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Atabek Tuklah, the son of Hazaurasp, third of the Atabeks of A, H. 655-81 
Lafistaun, a. D. 125? 8 6 

From the jealousies which might, however, naturally subsist between 
liim and Atabek Saud the son of Zengui, of the race of Selgher, this 
chief was thrice attacked in his government by the troops of that mon- 
arch, and as often victorious in repelling the aggression. On the ex- 
pedition against Baghciy,* Atabek Tuklah accompanied the army of 
Hfilauku Khaun; by whose directions he was particularly attached 
to the Tomaun, or division ofKeybuka Niiyan. But, exciting the 
suspicion of that conqueror, by some circumstance which implicated 
his conduct with respect to the unfortunate Mustaussem, it was de- 
termined to put him to death. He contrived, however, to protract 
his fate for a short time, by escaping into Laristaun ; but being closely 
pursued by the Moghfil troops, he was soon overtaken, and, not long 
afterwards atoned, with his blood for his supposed disaffection. 

Atabek Shums-ud-dein Alep Arghu, the son of Hazaurasp, fourth 
of the Atabeks of Laristaun, became, on the death of his brother, in- 
vested with the vacant government, by theinstructions of HulaukD ; 
and ruled with exemplary justice for a period of fifteen years. 

Atabek Yussuf Shah, thesonof Alep Arghu, fifth ofthe Atabc-ks 
of Laristaun, succeeded on the demise of his father ; subject to the 
authority of Abaka Khaun. Being, however, in person a constant 
attendant on the court of that monarch, the affairs of the province 
were for the most part administered by his agents. He is said indeed 
to have performed such acceptable and important services to Abaka, 
as entitled him to a very distinguished share in his favor ; and he re- 
ceived in consequence from that prince a grant of the province of 
Khuzistaun; which, together with Kohkeilfiyah, the cityof Ferouzan, 
and Jermaudekan, was thus annexed to the territories already subor- 
dinate to his controui. On the death of Abaka Khaun, he continued 
his attendance in succession, upon Ahmed Khaun, and Arghfln Khaun ; 
whom he also served with distinguished and unabated zeal. Finally, 
receiving towards the decline of life, the permission of this latter mon- 
arch tomakea journey into Laristaun, Atabek Yussuf was proceeding 

A. D. 1257. 
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from thence on an espeilitioa to Kohkeiluvah, when the occurrence 
of a fearful dream compelled him suddenly to return ; and he died in a' 
very few days afterwards. 

Atabek AFKASiAtrBjtheson ofYussuf Shah, sixth of the Atabcks 
of Laristaun, succeeded to his father, under the sanction of a decree 
from Argh^n Khaun, However, while that prince was on his death 
bed, Afrasiaub, through one of his uncle’s sons, whom he employed 
for the purpose, contrived to destroy the governor of Isfaliaun, and to 
seize upon the government of that city ; and, when he had ascertained 
that Arghun Khaun had absolutely ceased to live, he proceeded without 
further scruple, to nominate in his own behalf, agents and officers to 
take possession of the other principal towns of Persian Irak. He next, 
dispatched the son of Tuklah with a competent force to extend, his 
usurpations to Derbend of the Kerrahrud ; where his, troops falling in 
with some ofthe hloghuldetachments, they engaged anddefeated them ; 
but,on entering tbequartersoftheMoghMs, proceeding toindulge them- 
selves in every species of debauchery, and irregularity, they were in 
turn assailed by the enemy, animated by the desire of vengeance ; who 
came upon them unexpectedly, and cut them to pieces in the midst 
of their undisciplined excesses. 

On the other hand, apprized of these ambitious undertakings, Eun- 
jaytA Sultan, the successor of Arghhn Khaun, dispatched a body of 
ten thousand horse under Tulaud^i Niiyan, to restrain, and punish the 
usurpation ofthe Atabek ; who was, ultimately taken prisoner in abat-, 
tie with that commander, and conveyed to the presence of Kunjaytu. 
He was, however, pardoned through the intercession of some of the 
ladies of the imperial family, aijd possibly from a recollection of the 
faithful services of his father. But on his eulargenient and return into 
Laristaun, proceeding without a cause, to put, tp death his kinsman 
Kuzzul, and several other Amieirs, the gwjlt of ipnocent blood did not 
fail to pursue him,; and he aqcordipgly perished by the sword of the 
avenger, through the mediuna of Serkedauk Nuyan, one of the Mog- 
hfil generals, in the subsequent reign, of Gliazan Khaun, about the 
si^ hundred and ninety-fifth qf the Hidjerah. 

Atabek Nussrut-ud-dein Ahmjsu, the son of Alep Arghfi, seventh 
of the Atabeks nt I .Arietunn 
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This prince was raised to his goverhiheht by command of Ghazan A.H, 695-749, 
Khaun ;and by the influence of a just and virtubus administration re- A- D-i2iWi 3< 
moved from his people, in a great meagre, the smart of their recent 
sufferings. He died iii the seven hundred and thirty-third of the Hid- 
jerali, after a long and’ prosperous reign of eight and thirty yeare. 

Atabek Rokken-ud-dein Yussuf Shah, the second, son of Ahmed, 
eighth of the Atabeks of Laristaun, succeeded on the death of his fa- 
ther; after whom he governed, with equal justice and liberality, fora 
period of six years. He died in the former Jummaudy, of the seven 
hundred and fortieth of the Ilidjerah.* 

Atabek Muzuffur-ud-deinAFRASiArB the second, the son ofY'iis- 
suf Shah, ninth and last of the Atabeks of Laristaun ; of whom nothing 
further is mentioned, than, that after exercising the functions of au- 
thority for a limited period, he also passed, like his predecessors, to 
another and unknown state of existence. “ On that world which 
“sprung from nothing, and which terminates in death, it would in- 
“ deed," observes the author, “be egregious folly to build the expecta- 
“ tion either of stability, or perpetuity.” 

Of the dinastieS, of which it was proposed to include an account in 
the present chapter, there still remain four to conaplete the narration ; 
but as the circumstantial detail, even reduced to its utmost brevity, 
would occupy the place of far more important matter, to which the 
remainder of this volume must necessarily be devoted, the reader is 
intreated to be satisfied with the subjoined list of successions, in the. 
several branches to which we have here adverted. 

Jst, of the Kdrakhafai/ans in Kermam, 

Of these the first who aspired and established his claims, to in- 
dependent power, was the Bobahk Hacjeb, formerly mentioned ; 
who made himself master of the province of Kermaun by the defeat of 
Abfil Kaussem Zfizeny, in the six hundred and nineteenth of the Hid- j,ian Raiakiiat-- 
jerah ; obtained from Oukdai, or Octkr Kaun, the title of Kfitlfigh ayanj. 

Kihaiin ; and maintained his authority, with distinguished reputation, 
until the twentieth of Zilkaudah, of the year six hundred and thirty, 
twojf when he died, after a reign of about fourteen years. 

• NoTember, A. D, im f F® of Aa^fst, A. D. 123&. 
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A. H. 633 81. Siltan Rolcken-ud-dein Khiuj ah Hdkk, the $on of Borauk Hau- 
A. D. 1236-82. absent at the period of his father’s death, with the court of 

Kholaassut- Qukd^i Kaun ; but obtaining from thatgreat monarch a patent for the 
ul-a&hiaur. gf Kermaun, he returned without delay to take possession 

of his inheritance, and entered the capital of the province on the 
twenty-sixth of Shabaun, of the year six hundred and thirty three ;* 
his couzin german Kutb-ud-dein Mahommed, who had obtruded him- 
self into the government, retiring on his approach. Nevertheless, after 
reigning with considerable prosperity for a period of fifteen years, he 
was after all, by the injunction of Mangu Khaun, placed at the dispo- 
sal of the same Kbtb-ud-dein, by whom he was put to death. 

Sultan Kdtb-ud-dein Mahommed, the son of Khemeir Taynkd, 
assumed the government of Kermaun, in the middle of Shavaul of the 
six hundred and fiftieth, and reigned with great happiness to his sub- 
jects, until Ramzaun of the six hundred and fifty-fifth of the Hidjerah,f 
the period of his death. 

Although he left two sons, the government was conferred, on the 
death of Rfitb-ud-dein, on his widow KhtlughTfirkan, whose daugh- 
ter was married to Abaka Khaun. The royal title w'as, however, nomi- 
nally bestowed upon Hejauje Siiltan, one of the sons of the late 
prince. But, on attaining to years of discretion, the young Sfiltan 
proceeding to treat his mother with indignity, and in one of his carous- 
als, proposing to her to dance before him, the insulted princess justly 
took offence, and withdrew to the court of Abaka. The Siiltan not 
a little terrified on his part, fled shortly afterwards into Hindustaun. 
At the expiration of ten years, followed by a considerable army raised 
for liis assistance by the princes of India, he was returning to recover 
his inheritance; when he died on the march, in the month of Zilhudje, 
of the six hundred and seventieth of the Hidjerah. 

Sfiltan Jullaul-ud-dein Seyueghetmesh, the son of Kfitb-ud-. 
dein Mahommed, solicited and obtained from Sfiltan Ahmed Kbaud, 
a patent for the province of Kermaun, and for the removal of Kiitl jgh 
T4rkan; and some time in the six hundred and eighty-first of the 
Hidjerah; entered the capital and took possession of his government. 
Khtlfigh Tfirkan died of grief at Tehreiz in the course of the succeed- 

fSeptmlfcr, A. D. 1357. 


* Fourth of May, A. D. 1236. 
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ing summer, having held the nominal sovereignty of Kermaan for a A.H. C8I-701 
period of six and twenty years. In six hundred and ninety -one SiiU A.D.l2aa-i 3 
tan Seyurghetmesh was himself displaced, in favor of his sister Pad- Klwliussut- 
shah Khitun, under the authority of Kunjaitu Sultan, and confined 
to the castle of Kermaun. He contrived, however, in the course of a 
few days to make bis escape ; but, through the influence of his evil 
destiny, felling again into the hands of his sister, he was inhumanly 
put to death by her orders, in the six hundred and ninety-third of the 
Hidjerah. He is spoken of as a just, prudent, and intelligent prince, 
whose government was a model of propriety and regularity. 

Sefiuet-ud-dein Padshah Khatcx. the daughter of Kuth-ud- 
dein Mahommed, notwithstanding her cruelty to her brother, is des- 
cribed as a just and accomplished princess, equally distinguished for 
the beauties of her person, for the benevolence and purity of her dis- 
position, and for her singular and extraordinary talents in every res- 
pect. On the accession of Baydu Khaun, who succeeded to Kunjki- 
ti;, about tbe six hundred and ninety- fourth of the Hidjerah, and who 
was married to Shah Allum the daughter of Seyurghetmesh, the prin- 
cess Padshah Khatfin began with good reason to entertain apprehen- 
sions of a sudden and gloomy reverse ; and the widow of her brother, 
with her dependents, escaping about the same time from Kermaun, 
soon collected a numerous force, with which she returned and laid 
siege to the capital. In a few days Padshah Kh^thn resigned herself 
to her fate, and throwing open the gates of the capital to her besiegers, 
she was by them imprisoned ; and shortly afterwards, in Shabaun of 
the six hundred and ninety-fourth of the Hidjerah, put to death by 
order ofBaydA Khaun; thus, by a just retribution, being compelled to 
taste of the same bitter draught wbichshe bad socrueJly administered 
to her unfortunate brother. 

Sdltan Jullaul-ud-dein Mahommed Shah the son of Hejauje SuL 
tan, was invested with the government, under the authority of Gbilz- 
an Khaun, in Ziihudje of the six hundred and ninety-fourth of the 
Hidjerah ; and he died in the year seven hundred and one, at the age 
of twenty-nine, in consequence of a fever contracted by debauch. 

Kdri'-ud-dein Shah Jahahk the son of Seyurghetmesh, last ofthe 
JlLarakhktayans, assumed the goverameiil op the death of jiahommed 

3 
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a; h. 70141. Shah, under a grant from Ghkan Khaun ; but on the SLCcessiqa of 
A. p. 130140. XJljaitu Sultan, in consequence of some former grudge, he was de- 
Kholaussi^t- posed from his authority by that monarch. Shahjahaun withdre\v 
. >i. ' upon this to Shirauz, where, though calmly resigned to his destiny, 

his merit rose superior to his fortune, and acquired for him yet some 
share of power. lie left a daughter of the name of Khaun KutMk, 
who became the wife of Ameir Mahommed Muzuffur, and the mother 
of the princes Shah Shujia, Shah MahmM, and Sultan Ahmed, o.f 
Shirauz and Farss. On the removal of Shahjahaun, in short, the pro- 
vince of Kermaun was assigned to the Jengueizian Ameirs in succes- 
sion, until the seven hundred and forty-first of the Hidjerah ; when it 
was permanently transferred to the szme Ameir Mahmmed M&zvffeVi 
of whom immediately. 

JId, of the race of Miizuffur, 

Gheyauth-ud-dein Hajy Khorassauny the founder of this family, is 
stated to have been a native of Khawauf, who, on the irruption of the 
Moghuls under Jengueiz, retired to Yezd, in the adjoining angle of 
the province of Farrs. He had three sons, Abi\ Bukker, Mahommed, 
and Munsl!lr. Of the two former of these, who engaged in the service of 
Alla-ud-doulah the governor of Yezd, there remained no posterity ; 
but Munsur, who continued with his father, had three sons, Mahom- 
Of the race of t»ed. Ally, and Mfizuffur ; the latter, though youngest of the brothers, 
Muzuffur. becoming renowned beyond his compeers in the achievements of the 
field of battle. After long, wandering, without a settlement, through 
different parts of Irhk Ajem, this warlike adventurer repaired at last 
to the court of Arghun Khaun ; by whom, in consequence of his singu- 
lar accomplishments of person and mind, he was early advanced to the 
rank of Yessawul. orsilver stick. . 

On the accession of Khnjaytvi, the fortune of Ameir.Mfizuffur con- 
tinued tobe,advanced,,uflti|^by thqtime that Ghhzan Khaun ascended 
the throne of HulaukA he was of sufficient eminence to receive from 

' ' 'J ^ 'f , ' - . ■ ' ' ^ « 

' that monarch the government pf Hazaurah, with the distinction of 
the standard and kettle-drum. On the death of Ghizan Khaun, he 
became still further promoted under the aqspices of Upith, being at 
the same time entrusted with the protection of the rqads from Aber- 
kohi Herkt, and Merft, and with the government of Meybiid ; at which 
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latter place, when he was not in attendance on the person of his so- a. H. 713-3/1 

vereign, he now generally resided, until the period of his death, in the 

seven hundred and thirteenth of the Hidjerah. Khoiaa'sut. 

He left an only son, Mubaurez-ud-dein Mahommed, who hast- * 

ened on the death of his father to the presence of Uljaitii Sultan ; by 
whom he was immediately invested with all the honors and appoint- 
ments of the departed Muzuffur. He continued at court for a period 
of fouryears, at the expiration of which he was permitted to repair to 
his government of Heybud, by Sultan Abu Saeid, who then filled the 
throne. In the seven hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjerah, he ap- 
peared however again in the court of Abu Saeid, from whom, in addi- 
tion to his former dignities, he now received the government of Yezd. 

In the course of the same year, with not more than eight of his brav- 
est followers, he was engaged iu a perilous conflict with the Xikodri- 
ans, a ferocious banditti who then infested the roads of Khorassaun ; in 
which no less than seventy arrows ivere lodged in different parts of his 
armour. He escaped, however, otherwise uninjured, after defeating the 
banditti, whose chief he captured, and conveyed in a cage, together 
with the heads of several of his associates, to the camp of Abfl Skid. 

In the seven hundred and twenty-ninth* of the Hidjerah, as re- 
cently intimated, Ameir Mnbaurez-ud-dein Mahomnaed, was united 
in wedlock to Khaun Kutluk the daughter of Shah|ahauD the exiled 
chief of Kermaun. And in seven hundred and thirty four he again vi- 
sited the court of Abu Saeid, being on the occasion accompanied by 
bis son Shah Shurf-ud-dein Muzuffur, and experiencing from the suc- 
cessor of Hulauku the most favorable reception. In the course of the 
same year he attended Abu Skid to Bagfidk^ and jailed idmself pf 
the opportunity to visit the tomb of Ally at Nm|jef. He return^ 
shortly afterwards to A'ezd. ; 

The turbulent and ambitious having availed 'themselves, on the 
death of S&ltan Abh Skid, in the seven hundred and thirtv-sixth of 
the Hidjerah, f of an opportunity to divide the empire, tfie whole prp- 
vinceofFarss was taken possesion of, during the cpnfusion,by Ameir 
Mflsskud Shah the son of Mahujud Shah AjbJ]|.} Ameir Shaikh Abu 
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Ishaucic, celebrated for theliberalit}’- of his disposition and the benig- 
nity of his manners, proceeding immediately towards Yezd. He was, 
however, met at some distance from that place by Ameir Mahommed, 
by whose hospitable and conciliatory demeanor, he was for the present 
diverted from any hostile design. But when, after a few days resi- 
dence in the neighborhood ofYezd, Ameir Abh Ishauck had proceed- 
ed some distance on his march towards Kermaun, he suddenly re- 
turned towards the former place; and Ameir Mahommed found him- 
self now constrained to quit the city with the determination to give 
him battle. Before matters had, however, been carried to the last ex- 
tremity, an accommodation was arranged between these hostile chiefs 
through the mediation of Shaikh Ally Amran, a celebrated Peir, or 
Mahommedan saint, of that age. 

In the seven hundred and fortieth of the Hidjerah, Ameir Mahom- 
med associated with Ameir Peir HtisseyneTchoubauny in the design 
of reducing Shirauz. On the arrival of the invaders at Istakbar, about 
forty miles from his capital, Ameir Mussaoud Shah retired towards 
Kauzerun, whither he was immediately pursued by Ameir Mahom- 
med ; but the enemy entirely dispersing on his approach, the latter 
returned without delay to rejoin Ameir Husseyne in the siege of 
Shirauz ; which, after a defence of some duration, was ultimately per- 
mitted to capitulate, through the interposition of Kauzy Mejid-ud-dein 
Ismkily, another very learned religionist of those times. Ameir Peir 
HCisseyne now made his entry into Shirauz in great triumph, assign- 
ing to Ameir Mahommed the government of Kermaun ; of which, in 
Mohurrim, of the year seven hundred and forty-one,* he accordingly 
proceeded to take possession. He was received into the capital of the 
province without opposition, Mfelek Khtb-ud-dein Neikrouz, the go- 
vernor, having fled at his approach towards IlefSt ; but imprudently 
dispersing his troops into separate and distant quarters, in order to 
afford relief to the inhabitants, intelligence of the circumstance was 
conveyed to Neikrouz; who prevailed upon Ameir Daoud the lieu- 
teUant of Her&t, after he had resided for some time under his prqtec- 
litm, to assist him in the recovery of his government. The fugitive 

• July, A, U. 1340. 
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governor, accompanied by Ameir Dkud, at the head of a body of A. H. 741-42. 
Ghourians, arrived, by stolen marches, within tour farsangs of Ker- ^ 
maun, before Ameir Mahomined was apprized of his danger. The 
latter, destitute of troops for his defence, quitted the city in the dead 
of the night, and withdrew to a station on the frontier, until he could 
assemble a force to make head against the enemy ; Neikrouz with his 
ally the lieutenant of Herat, entering Kermaun the ensuing day, and 
proceeding without molestation to re-establish the government. But 
Ameir Mahommed, having in a short time re-assembled a sufficient 
force for the undertaking, and being further joined by a division of 
the troops of Peir Hirsseyne, proceeded to carry fire and sword to 
the gates of the city, and as speedily reduced it a second time, and 
restored his authority throughout the country. Soon afterwards he 
completed the subjugation of the province by the capture of the for- 
tress of Bemm, or Bamm ; which was, after a gallant resistance, and 
several conflicts under the walls, ultimately surrendered to his mercy 
by its then possessor Shujia-ud-dein. This unfortunate chief exper- 
ienced at first a kind reception from his conqueror, but exhibiting 
some fresh proofs of hostility, he was finally put to death. 

The harmony which had for some time subsisted between Ameir 
Mahommed, and Peir Husse}T]e Tchoubauny was destined, through 
the arts of the evil disposed, to terminate in the .course of the seven 
hundred and forty second of the Hidjerah ; but as Peir Hfisseyne was 
compelled soon afterwards, by the disaffection of some of his principal 
followers, to withdraw to Tebreiz, to solicit the assistance of Ameir 
Peir Hussun Kotchek, he was ftiere basely poisoned by the hand from 
which he sought relief. Irkk Ajem, . witfi Shiran*, upon this, fell 
once more into the h^nds of Ameir Mfissaoud Shafi ; who nqW; hast- 
ened from Baghdad, and wasquietly re-instated in the possession of his 
capital. Endeavoring, however, to redress the inhabitants against some 
excesses compiitted , before his arrival, by Ameir Yaughy Pausty, 
that chief took offence, and availed himself of the first opportunity to 
put his superior to death. Ameir Shaikh Abii Ishauck was enabled 
however, with the assistance of the people of Shitaii*, to attack and 
expel the murderer, and tp assume tjhe govemaent in his own namp. 
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H. 745-47. Subsequent to these events, Kermaun was twice invaded by the ’ 
D. I844r46. same Ameir Abd Ishauck, once in seven hundred and forty-five, and 
Khoiaussut a second time in the seven hundred and forty-seventh of the Hidjerah ; 
ul-akhbaur. occasions the invader, after committing horrible devast- 

ation, was, however, compelled to return without deriviirg any per- 
manent advantage. But in the course of the latter year, the Moghdls 
of Jermaun and Ougliaun, who had been called in, at the request of 
Seydrghetmesh the Karakhatayan, in the time of Arghdn Khaun, to 
protect the roads in the neighborhood of the province,, beginning to 
exhibit some symptoms of a refractory disposition, Ameir Mahommed 
was under the necessity of leading bis troops against them ; and be- 
ing defeated by them, in a battle which took place in the desert of 
K-hawin, and forced to retire before them, towards Kermaun, Ameir 
Abfi Ishauck, on intelligence of the disaster, and in defiance of recent 
engagements, proceeded to the attack ofYezd ;. of which, in conse- 
quence of the absence of Shah Shuif-ud-dein, at this period in attend- 
ance upon his father, he obtained possession^ Shah Shurf-ud-dein, 
hastened upon this to the defence- of Meybhd, the cradle and' retreat 
of his femily, which Ab^i Ishauck bad also dispatched a force to seize 
upon. Shah Shurf-ud-dein succeeded in anticipating the design, and 
in defeating the troops employed to carry it into execution.. Abfi Is- 
hauck now appeared in person before Meybfid : but discovering in the 
course of a few days’ hostilities, that he had; inadvertently engaged 
in an enterprize full of danger and. difficulty, he ventured to propose 
apersonal'interviewwith'Shah Shurf-ud-dein Mhzuffur, at which an 
accommodation was readily agreed, to on the part of the latter. Abfi 
Ishauck returned, without further' delay to Yezd'; where,, finding that' 
Sultan Shah Jandaur, whom.he had employed' tb-'assist the'Jfet'inaun- 
ian and Oughaa, or perhaps Avghan tnbesj had tirade b&t aiidisCourag- 
ing. progress in; basuperations against Ameir Mahommed; he had re- 
Goii-rseto' the mediation oftWo.respectabte aird disinterested- individu- 
als, of their common faith, tb- bring about another treaty of peace ;. on' 
the conclusion of which, lie'ottce more- withdrew to Shirauz.. 

Tie- chiefs of the ttvo hostile ‘tribes now claimed the protection of' 
Ameir Maheramed; who consented to; overiook thea rccent tfansgtes- 
sionsv and otherwise- treated, theni with extraorffinary liberality.. 
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Nevertheless, renewed provocations on the part of these antractable 
and ferocious banditti soon led him to seek their entire extirpation ; 
which, by the destruction of their leaders, he shortly afterwards ac- 
complished. 

In tlie seven hundred and forty-ninth* of the Hidjerah, Ameir Abu 
Ishauck, through an invasion of the territory' of that prince, by a force 
under Snltan Shah Jandanr, again violated bis engagements vvith Ameir 
Mahommed Muzuffur; hut disgusted with these repeated instances 
ofbad faith on the part of his employer, SultanShah now determined at 
once to go over to his adversary ; among whose most distinguished 
officers, he became immediately enrolletl. Two years aftei^vards, 
about the seven hundred and fifty-first of the Hidjerah, Abu Ishauck 
proceeded, notwithstanding, once more to form the siege of Yezd ; but 
after consuming much fruitless labour and exertion before the place, 
lie was this time compelled to return to Shirauz, covered with disa- 
pointment. In seven hundred and fortv-three, he appears to have 
made his final effort for the subj ugation of Kermaun, against which he 
directed a powerful army under one of his most distinguished generals* 
Ameir Slahomroed, accompanied by his sons and noblest adherents, 
hastened to oppose the invaders, with whom he came to an action at 
a place called Punjangusht ; and there, through the distinguished 
prowess and activity of his two sons, Shah Muzuffur, and Shah Shu- 
jiah, he totally defeated the troops of his adversary. 

These repeated aggressions, Ameir Mahommed, in the early part of 
seven hundred and fifty-four, determined to retaliate by the final re- 
duction of Shirauz ; which, after a fruitless attempt at an accommo-' 
datioii on the part of his rival, (who declined a battle on his apfwoach, 
and threw himself into his capita!) he at length invested. During the 
siege, which he pros'ecuted with extraordinary vigor for many months, 
he was himself at tacked by a severe indisposition; but, he experienced 
a still mor^e grievous affliction in the loss of his eldest son, Shah Shurf-- 
ud-dein Milzuffur, who died in the former Jummaudy of this year, in 
the flower of life. He continued, however, to carry on his attacks 
without Temissionj and without exhibiting anv outward mark of sor- 
row, until the third day ofSiiavauI,']’ when he made a general assault 
♦A. D. 1348. ^ October 204, A. D. 1333. 
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upon tlie town ; into which, by a previous arrangement, he was.ad* 
raitted through the Aluristaun gate, by Kullii Nasser-ud-dein Omar, 
the provost, or warden, of that quarter of the city. Such at the same 
time, is described to have been the state of insensibility to which Abu 
Ishauck had reduced himself by frequent debauch, that he could not 
be immediately persuaded, that the alarm which reached his ears was 
occasioned by the presence of his adversary; ofwhom he spoke with a 
contempt which evinced the blindest fatuity. He was, however, not 
suffered to be long|dubious of the truth ; and he fled, crest fallen and 
dismayed, towards the Shoulistaun, or sandy region, on the sea coast 
of Mekraun ;* while his triumphant rival proceeded at leisure to es- 
tablish his power, and to assume the royal authority in the metropolis 
of Suliman ; a title by which the fair city of Shiraiiz has been some- 
times dignified by the orientals. In the mean time, the extruded chief 
continued his retreat through the Shoulestaun to Kellaseffaid, the 
w'hite fortress, and from thence dispatched to solicit the aid of Ameir 
Shaikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, at Baghdad. From that prince he 
received, accordingly, a reinforcement of ten thousand horse, with 
which, and some other troops whom he contrived to re-asserable, he 
now returned towards Shirauz. But Shah Shiijia, at the instance of 
his fether, hastening to oppose him., his followers dispersed without 
coming to action ; and the unfortunate princcp thus abandoned to his 
destiny, and accompanied by a few only of his most faithful 'friends, 
took the road towards Isfahaiin. Shah Shujia on returning to Shir- 
auz on this occasion, was invested by his father, with the government 
of Kermaun, to which he repaired shortly afterwards. 

Leaving his sister’s son, Shah Siiltan, in the government of Shirauz, 
Ameir Mahommed Muz uffur proceeded, in the seven hundred and 
fifty-fifth* of the Hidjerah to invade Irkk Ajem, being joined at the 
station called the yellow palace, by his son Shah Shujia from Kermaun. 
At this place, intelligence being, however, conveyed to him, that Eye- 
temfir, at the bead of a division of the adherents of Abu Ishauck, was 
advancing from the Shoulistaun towards Shirauz,5hah Shujia was ne- 

* Fivin what follows, it maj, notvfilistanding, apply to the rocky territory north west of 
Sbiiaaz. 
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eessarily dispatched to avert the danger from that quarter; but on his 
march, being joined by Shah Siiitan the governor of Shirauz, he learnt 
from him that theeuemy were already in possession ofthe city, and had 
set fire to the quarter of the Murestaun. Shah Shujia on this intel- 
ligence hastened his march : and, breaking unexpectedly into the town, 
cut to pieces both Eyetemuraud his followers, and the whole of those 
Avho had joined his standard ; of whom not one escaped to describe the 
unlooked for catastrophe. 

In the mean time, Araeir Mahommed conducted his troops to the 
gates of Isfahaun, of which he immediately formed the siege ;* but the 
defence being protracted beyond his expectations, and his army evinc- 
ing, moreover, a disposition to be refractory, he was compelled for the 
present to forego the design, and return to Shirauz. 

Aljout two years afterwards, in the seven hundred and fifty-seventh 
of the Hidjerah, he was, however, enabled to resume the siege; bat, 
the rigor of the cold season supervening, he consigned the prosecution 
of the enterprize, after some months, to his nephew, Shah Sultan, 
recently mentioned, and removed to a milder climate. Shah Sultanr 
exerted his utmost resources and activity, to make himself master of 
the town, and, in the course ofthe succeeding spring, be found himself 
in possession of his object. In these appalling circumstances, per- 
ceiving himself shut out from every hope of deliverance by the reduc- 
tion of his capital, Ameir Shaikh Abu Ishauk Eynju determined- to fly 
for sanctuary to Moulana Asseibud-dein, the Shaikh-ul-Islaum, or 
patriarch ofthe province; but as Shah Sfiltan, utterly unmindful of 
the multiplied obligations under which- he stood to the- unfortunate 
prince for former favors, had dispersed- his emissaries in- every direc- 
tion to discover Lis retreat, it also occurred to the Moulatta, that they 
must ultimately come upon their object; and he therefore did not 
scruple to acquaint Shah Saltan with the aliode of his victim. The 
Sultan, with ungenerous zeal, immediately sent to seize the person of 
the unhappy Ameir; who, together with one hundred ofhis most ob- 
noxious adherents, was now conveyed towards Shirauz. The guards 

*■ During the siege Ameir Mabomnted is sald’to have ackoowletiged the autboritv of Ab4 
Bukker of ihc race of Abbas, who had proclaimed hiiaielf, in Egvpt, the iucc-ei*p£ to the- 
Khaiifs, Math the title of U1 Miatezzed Bill?!*. 
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entrusted with the care of his person, conducted AM Ishauck by un- 
known roads, to the open space, or esplanade, before the gate of Istakh- 
aur, where Ameir Mahommed, with the Ulemas, Kauzies, and prin- 
cipal inhabitants, awaited his arrival. And, here the devoted captive 
be ing interrogated by Ameir Mahommed as to his conduct in the death 
of a certain Ameir Hadje Zoraub, and acknowledging without reserve 
in his reply, that this person had suffered by his orders, rvas immedi- , 
ately delivered over to the sons of the same Zoraub, to atone with his 
blood for the death of their father. The youngest of these struck off his 
head on the spot, with a single stroke of his scimitar. This event, 
W'hich was regretted by multitudes of people, took place in the latter 
part of the former Jummaudy of the seven hundred and fifty-eighth of 
thellidjerah.* 

In thecourseof seven hundred and fifty-nine, Ameir Mahommed pro- 
ceeded toisfahaun, in order to prepare the equipmentsof an expedition, 
which he had in contemplation, against the province of Azerbayjaun; 
and was received, on his arrival in the neighborhood, by Shah Shltan, 
at the head of the most distinguished inhabitants, who had hastened to 
meet, andwho nowconductedhimintothemetropolisofirak, with every 
possible demonstration of respect. Unfortunately, in consequence of his 
indefatigablezealandeminentpersonal services, particularlyinexploring 
the retreat, and relieving him from his apprehensions of an enemy so 
foimidable as Abu Ishauck, Shaji Sultan hadbeen led to indulge expecta- 
tions of favor, onthe partofAmeir Mahommed, which it might have 
been difficult to realize. The reception .which be experienced was, 
however, equally cold and mortifying to his hopes. He proceeded 
notwithstanding, to provide a most magnificententertainment,to which 
he invited his,uncle. On entering the banqueting room, the eyes of 
the old chief, however, no sooner fell on the costliness and splendor of 
the arrangenients, than he gave a signal to his attendants to seize on, 
and appropriate to themselves, the wholeofwhathadbeen thus collected 
at 5. vast expence to do him particular honor ; after which, and having ■ 
spoken to his nephew in language peculiarly acrimonious and severe, 
he .abruptly quitted the apartment. Treatment apparently so unmer- 

♦^jA.D.i357. 
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ited and injurious, deeply implanted in the bosom of the Sultan, that A. II. TSO. 
animosity, uhich, at the proper period, did not fail to display its effects, P- 
These ebullitions of jealousy, or ill temper, did not, however, divert 
Amcir Mahommed from the object which had brought him into Irak, 

IVith twelve thousand chosen horse, the flower of that country, of 
Laristaun, and Parss, he advanced in due time towards Azerbayjaun ; 

Aukby Joiik the governor of the province, at the head of a superior 
forceof thirty thousand men, at the same time hastening tooppose him. 

At a place called Meyan Guerdan, these hostile armies came to a bat- 
tle, in which, after a severe and obstinate conflict, Ameir Mahommed 
was ultimately victorious, his two sons, Shah Shujia and Shah Mah- 
mud pursuing the vanquished all the way to Nakhtchuan: where, for 
the space of three days, they celebrated their victory, by every species 
of festivity and recreation, and then returned to rejoin their father. 

On this occasion, they were destined to experience from him, a treat- 
ment similar to that by which he had already alienated the attachment 
of Shah Sultan ; and he completed the measure of their grievances by 
unjustly ascribing to Shah Yaheya the whole merit of his recent vic- 
tory, which determined them to watch an opportunity} of revenge. 

At the expiration of two months, during which he continued at Teb- 
reiz, he received intelligence that Sliltan Aweiss the Eylekhaunian 
was advancing from Baghdad, to recover the capital of Azerbayjaun ; 
and li is astrologers having long since taught him that he w'as destined 
to experience some grievous calamity, from a warrior tall in stature, 
with the features and complexion of a Tartar, he all at once discovered 
in Sultan AiveisSjthe object of his apprehensions, and suddenly with- 
drew towards Isfahauu. During his retreat, his behavior towards his 
sons became every day still more aggravating. He would menace 
them at one time with the loss of sight, at another with death ; and on 
some occasions, observes our author, he would (Condescend to address 
them in language that would-disgrace the lips of a camel driver. 

Under these circumstances of perpetual irritation, Shah Shujia and 
Shah Mahmhd, both finally determined on seizing the person of the old 
prince ; and, for that purpose entered into immediate consultation 
with their kinsman, Shah Sfiltan ; who availed himself of the oppor- 
tunity to apprize them, that their father had already formed the desisra 
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of shutting them up inaprison, aiidofraisingSultan Ab6 Ye2zeid to the 
throne of Ir^k, reserving to himself the comniandof the armies. And 
upon this, a plan was concerted between the three malcontent princes, 
to seize and immure the person of the old monarch, immediately on 
their arrival at Isfahaun. 

Some time had, however, been suffered to elapse after their return 
to thatcity, when, one night, Shah Sultan appeared unexpectedly at 
the residence of Shah Shujia, alone and on foot, and urgently intreated 
that he might be allowed to make his escape without delay ; since he 
had that moment discovered that the whole of their designshad been 
betrayed to Ameir Mahommed ; and which, if true, it was impossible- 
that they should he suffered to outlive the ensuing morrow. Shah 
Shujia made some effort to appease his apprehensions. ; but it was. 
finally resolved to set them effectually at rest, by seizing, the person 
of Ameir Mahommed the very nest morning. Accordingly, the three- 
princes proceeded together early in the ffirenoon. of the M0w,ingday^ 
to carry their design into execution. Ameir Mahommed happened at. 
the moment of their approach to be employed in, reading his Koran,, 
in one of the Byakh^nahs, or balconies, of the palace. Shah Malirndd 
remained at the outward gate, to occupy the attention of the servants, 
ot the court ;■ Shah Shujia, with some of the most resolute of bis fol- 
lowers, took post at the foot of the stair-case ; while M&ssaufer Bou- 
datchei, with six of the boldest conspirators, ascended to the presence- 
ot the old chief, who demamied with some surprise where they had 
been to ? They evaded the question by beginning to, state that Shah. 
Shtijiahad not the means of defraying his most necessary expeuces ; and 
Ameir Mahommed upon this, laying his. hand upon his sword, witln 
an air of displeasure, Mdssaufer immediately threw liunself upon- him-.. 
The old monarch rose, however, and defended himself with consider- 
able activity and presence of mind, until o.vecpowered by the united 
strength of the six other conspirators ; who at last succeeded in secur- 
ing his person, and forcing him into the interior of the palace, where- 
he continued t.o give vent to his rage, withou-t ceasing, and in-the^ 
most violent language, until sunset. He was sent off the same night - 
towards the castle of Tabarek, where, on the nineteenth of Ramzaua 
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of the seven hundred and sixtieth of the Hidjerah,* he was nnally A. H. loo-Gj 
deprived of sight by his offended kinsman Shah Sultan. a. D. 

Shah Shujia now publicly assumed the royal authority; and repair- 
ing to Shiraiiz, from thence dispatched orders to remove his father 
from Tabarekj'to Kellasefieid, in the mountains north of Nobundejan. 

"When he had, however, remained in confinement at that place for about 
two months, the Shah zadahs became ashamed of their unnatural 
conduct ; and opening a correspondence with their insulted parent, 
sought to conciliate his forgiveness, hv everv method thev could devise. 

An accommodation was at last arranged, by which it was finally agreed 
that the old prince should return to Shirauz, and be restored to the 
royal authority; Shah Shujia engaging at the same time to take no 
step in the government, without the concurrence of his father. Ameir 
Mahommed upon this hastened once more to Shirauz ; where he found 
every stipulation punctually adhered to by Shah Shujia. But, when 
matters had proceeded in this train for a little while, Ameir Mahom- 
med unfortunately suffered himself to be prevailed upon, by the sug- 
gestions of the evil disposed, to adopt a plan for seizing the person of 
Shah Shujia, and for raising Sultan Abu Yezzeid to the royal dignity; 
while the superin tendance of the armies should be transferred to Shah- 
Yaheya. Shah Shujia receiving, however, intimation of the design, 
contrived to elude the snare, by cutting off the whole of his adversa- 
ries, before they had an opportunity of carrying their plans into exe- 
cution. Ameir Jlahomraed was now banished to the Gurrumseyr, 
the country below the mountains, towards the sea coast, probably so 
called from tbe excessive heat of the climate. Here he fell into a state 
of ill health, under which, w'ben he bad continued to linger for some 
time, Shah Shujia, in the expectation that he might be relieved by the 
change, directed him to be removed to the fortress of Bamm, in Ker- 
maun. The old monarch derived, however, but little benefit from 
tbe removal; and breathed his last at the close of the latter Rebbeia of 
the seven hundred and sixty fifth of the Hidjerah ;* precisely fifty-two 
Years after the death of his father. His remains were conveyed to 
Meybud, the early abode of the family; where they were committed to 

♦ August 12tb, A, D. 1869, t Febrasry, 13S1. 
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A. H. 765-95. the grave in the edifice called the collegeofMfizufriah, possibly erected 
A. D. 1364-93. jjy Muzufifur. 

^I*!ihbaw' Shah Shuji’a had, as -we have seen, exercised 

the royal authority for some years previous to the death of his father; 
and he died on Sunday night, the twenty-second of Shabaun of the 
seven hundred and eighty-sixth of the Hidjerah,* after a splendid, but 
turbulent reign, of five and twenty years and two months. He is des- 
cribed to have surpassed his contemporaries in every virtue, and every 
accomplishment that could secure the respect and admiration of man- 
kind ; but the limits of our plan have necessarily precluded our en- 
tering into a relation of the contest, which was long protracted between 
him and his brother Shah Mahmud, supported by thetroopsof Sultan 
AweisstheEylekhaunian, monarch ofBaghdkl, and which ultimately 
terminated, notwithstanding, in favor erf Shah Shujia. At his death he 
is said, in a most eloquent letter to have recommended his children to 
the protection of Teymfir. 

Sultan Mfijauhed-ud-deinZEYNE-UL-AuBBEDEiN, theson of Shah 
Shrijia, succeeded to the throne ofShirauz ; but, his father^s reco-mmeii- 
dation was not sufficient to protect him from being expelled his do- 
minions by Teymur; in the vortex of whose tremendous career we find 
ourselves thus insensibly engaged, in the seven hundred and eighty 
ninth of the Hidjerah. 

Shah Monshr, the son of Shah MfizufiTur, and nephew of Shah 
Shujia, on the retreat of Teymur, in order to suppress the rebellion 
of Touktemesh Khaun ofKeptchauk, in the course of the seven hun- 
dred and ninetieth of the Hidjerah, advanced from Shushter, and 
took possession of the government ofShirauz. But; on the fourteenth 
of the former Jummaudy of the year seven hundred and ninety five,']' 
after exhibiting proofs of unparalleled valouf, he was killed in an ob- 
stinate battle, in which he dared to opp'ose hiS person to that oi the 
conqueror of the oriental world. He has Been celebrated by the pen 
ofHaufFez, who hailed his accession in sot 'll® Bnes, of which the fol- 
lowing couplet is said to have been the exca 'dium. 

“ Lo royal Munsur’s victor flag displayed," 

“ The joy of promised triumphs to the stars a 

* October 8tb, A. D. 1384. 1 26tk of March, . 
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^he poet’s enlliusiai^tic vision was, however, as we have just seen, A. H. 705. 
deplorably reversed in the sequel ; and on the tenth of Rudjub, of the A- D- 199-3. 
same year,* tlie whole of the race of MuzulSur, (with the exception of 
Sultan Zeyne-ul-aubbedein and his brother, the sons of Shah Shiijia 
both deprived of sight, and transported beyond theOxus) was extin- 
guished in allits branches by the exterminating vengeance ofTEYViuK ; 
when it had subsisted, in considerable splendor, reckoning from the 
time at which the government of ileybud was conferred on Ameir 
Muzuffnr, possibly about the seven hundred and fifth of the Hidjerafa, 
for a period of about ninety years. 

Illd of the Serbedauriam, in Subbuzmur. 

Respecting the origin of this race, the author proceeds to inform us 
that there lived, in the village of Bashtein depended on Bahik, in the 
western quarter of Khorassaun, a person of some distinction, of the 
niune and title of Shahaub-ud-dein Fuzzulullah, who had five sons, 
whose names were as follows ; Araein-ud-dein, Abdurrezauk, We- bedarians. 
jeiah-ud-dein Mussaoud,Nusserullah, and Shums-ud-dein. Ofthese 
thetwo former became, by their distinguished gallantry, of considerable 
eminenceinthe favorofShltan AbuSaeid Khodabundab, thesuccessor 
of Uljaytu: but, Ameir Abdurrezauk returning-tp his native village of 
Bashtein, on the death of that monarch, in the seven hundred and 
diirty sixth of the Hidjerah, found it ia a state of no small confusion 
from the following circumstance, not unfrequently repeated in the his- 
tory of oppression. 

An agent of the reigning government of Khorassaun had presented 
himself in the village, and demanded from two brothers, of the names of 
Hussun, and Hasseyne, the sonsof Hamzah, tobefumished with wine, 
and women for his recreation. To the article of wine, the two brothers 
appear to have made no demur ; but on that of women they requested 
not to be importuned. The agent, or envoy, for that seems to have been 
his designation, persisted however in this demand, and proceeded to 
take some offensive liberties with the females of the family. Enraged 
at his insolence, the brothers now drew their swords, and proclaiming^ 
that though their heads were destined for the stake^ this wag a dishonor 
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to which they could notsubmit, immqdiatelysa crificed him to their,^ 
vengeance. In consequence of tlii.? act of violence Alla-ud-dein Ma- 
hommedjwho presided over the affairs of Kliorassaun at the time, had 
dispatched to require the attendance of the brothers to answer for the 
offence ; and it was while the villagers were devising some pretext to 
elude the summons, that Abdurrezauk arrived among them. Having 
received from them an explanation of what had passed, he found no 
difficulty in gaining over a party of his country men ; and lie proceeded 
to dismiss the messengers, in a manner which but little acccn’ded with 
the expectations of their employer. A detachment of fifty soldiers 
was next employed by Alla-ud-dein with still worse success ; being op- 
posed, and ignoininiously expfelledby Abdurrezauk and his companions. 

The inhabitants ofBashtein were now the whole of them assembled 
by Ameir Abdurrezauk ; who proceeded without reserve to explain to 
them the me^nitude of the danger in which they were engaged', and tp 
assure them that the slightest remissness, or irresolution, would be fob 
lowed by inevitable extermination. And he at the same time brought 
to their recollectionj that it was a thousand times better, like brave 
men, fc see their heads alternately exposed upon the stake, than like 
dastardly cowards, to be butchered without resistance. For this rea- 
son, together with what had been formerly expressed by the brothers 
when they put the insolent envoy to death, they received the appellation 
oiSer'-he-dawan . — thoSe whose Heads are devoted to the stake : which, 
probably, became atonce the watchword, and the name of their commu- 
nity. But without further dilation, having in the course of a very 
short tame rendered their arms extremely formidable, the insurgents 
succeeded in intercepting theVezzeir of Kborassaun, the lately men- 
tioned Alla-ud-dein Mahommed, on his way to Asterabad ; and having 
put him cruelly to death, they advanced to Subbuzwaur, of which 
\viththe whole country in that direction, they made themselves mas- 
ters, without further difficulty. 

Ameir Abdurr zauk presuming, however, on this success to solicit 
an union with the daughter of Alla-ud-dein, the lady conceived, by 
some means or other, that he was actuated by licentious and unwarrant- 
able designs on the person other son ; and, resolutely withholding her 
.assent, immediately quitted the town of Subbuzwaur, whiqb was be- 
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fidtlie the residence of her suitor, and made the best of her way towards A, H. 736 53. 
Neyshapfir. In an evil hour, Abdurrezauk made choice of his brother 
Massaoud, to pursue and brinar her back ; and this chief succeeded 
accordingly, in comng up with thefugitive dame. But in endeavoring 
to compel her to return, he suffered bis compassion to be so effectually 
wroughtupon by her tears, and other expressions of female distress, that 
he bound himself by an oath, no further to interfere with her in any res- 
pect. He then ventured to return to the presence of his brother, with 
a representation that he had failed to overtake the object of his pur- 
suit; which, producing some very acrimonious remarks on the part of 
Abdurrezauk, Mussaoud immediately resented by an appeal to his 
knife, with which he killed him on the spot. Such appears to have 
been the origin of the Serbedaurians, and such the early fate of their 
first leader. 

Ameir IVejeiah-ud-dein Mussaoud on thus destroying his brother, 
succeeded to his authority ; and, about seven years after his accession 
was taken and put to death by the prince of Rustumdaur ; a part of 
Mazanderaun, which be had unadvisedly engaged in an expedition to 
reduce. 

Mahommed Eytemur assumed the government on intelligence of 
the death of Musshoud about the seven hundred and forty third of the 
Hidjerah; and was himself assassinated, at the instance of one of the 
Serbedaurian chiefs, about the year seven hundred and forty five. 

To him succeeded Kalu, or Kellu Asfendiaite, whose authority 
was however of short duration ; being, in consequence of his arbitrary 
and sanguinary conduct, not long afterwards also put to death by his 
followers, 

Shums-ud-dein FtrzzTT-LxrLiAH,the brother of their first chief, was 
the person now chosen by the Serbedaurians to preside over their des- 
tinies ; but being entirely devoted to bis pleasures, he made a volun- 
tary resignation ofhis authority, afterhe had exercised itforabout aeveu 
months. 

Ebaujah Shums-ud-dein Ally received the- government from his 
predecessor, some time in the year seven hundred aed forty eight. 

He was also assasinated by Heyder Kassaub,one ofhis own principal 
oncers, the seven hundred and fifty third of the Ei^jer^h. 

3 M 3 
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A. H. 753-83. Khaujah Yaheya succeeded by the choice of the Serbeclaurians ; 

A. D. 1352-81. having governed them with considerable reputation for a period 

Khoiaussut- of four years and eight months, was cut ofl' through the treachery of his 

ul-akhkattr. • > i ..i 

Wile s brother. 

Khaujah ZEHEin-TjD-DEiNKerauvy succeeded, through the exer- 
tions of Heyder Kassaub ; but being a slave to his pleasures he was, 
at the expiration of forty days, removed from authority by the same 
chieftain, who now took possession for himself. 

Pehlewaun Heyder Kassaub (the butcher) did not, however, enjoy 
his usurpation, above four months ; being at the expiration of that pe- 
riod, namely in the latter Rebbeia of the seven hundred and sixty 
first of the Hidjerah,* cut off, at the instance of his master, by a slave 
belonging to Pehlewaun Hussun Damaghauny. 

Ameir Lutfullah, the son of Wejeiah-ud-dein Mussaoud, sucr 
needed through the influence of the same Hussun Damaghauny, who 
was his 'preceptor, or Atabek; on occasion of some jealousies with' 
whom he was, however, at the expiration of fifteen months, in lludjiib 
of the seven hundred and sixty second of the Hidjcrahf deposed and 
put to death by that chief. 

Pehlewaun Hussun Damaghauny, upon this, possessed himself of 
the government. He retained his authority for four years and four 
months ; until about the month of Zilkaud of the seven hundred and 
sixty sixth of the Hidjerahj: when like most of his predecessors, he 
was assasinated by his own followers, at the instigation of Khaujah 
Ally Miieyud; who had taken advantage of his absence on a distant 
expedition, to make himself master of Subbuzwaur. Khaujah Ally 
Mueyud succeeded, and retained the government of Subbuzwaur to- 
gether with Neyshapur, and other parts of the adjoining extensive 
territory, under considerable vicissitude of fortune, until the seven 
hundred and eighty third of the Hidjerah ; when, the greater part of 
Khorassaun having been already subjugated by Teymijr, and that con- 
, queror being on his advance towards Subbuzwaur, Ally Mfieyud also 
thought proper to submit, on his arrival at Neyshapur, The independ- 
ence of the Serbedauriatis appears to have thus terminated, after it 
had subsisted for something less than half a century. 

IMarcKA.D.lSCO. fMay, A. D. 1361. tJ.uly, A. D. 
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/J7/i, of the Ghoumnit^ or Saltans of Ghour, A. II. 44a-fl2. 

On the authority of former historians, it is stated, that whea Feri- a.D. io->g o 3. 
doan, the restorer of the ancient Persian monarchy', succeeded in sub- 

ui-akiibaiir. 

verting the power of the Arabian usurper Zohauk, some oftheraceof 
the latter withdrew for safety to the mountains of Ghour, between 
Balkh and Seiestaun ; where, having secured an asyj um, they supported 
themselves in independent sovereignty, in succession, until the time 
of Mahmud of Gheznein. At that period it was vested in a prince of 
the name of Soury, who tailing into the hands of Mahmud, was by him 
put to death ; but a grandson of the same Soury contriving to escape 
from the powerof the Gheznevkle, made his way into Ilindustaun ; where 
he fixed his abode in one of the celebrated temples, or pagodas, of that 
country. The exile had a son of the name of Saum, who, towards the 
decline of life took the resolution of returning to the land of his ances- 
tors; and for that purpose embarked, with the whole of his family, on 
hoard of one of the vessels employed on the coast of India, and pro- 
ceeded to sea. Meeting, however, with adverse winds, and tempestu- 
ous weather, the vessel foundered on the voyage, and every soul on Origin of ilic 
board perished, excepting Husseyne the son of Saum ; who, after hav- Gkouriaas. 
iiig been tossed about on a single plank, for three days and as many 
nights, at the mercy of the winds and waves, at last fortunately reached 
the shore. Thus miraculously delivered from the perils of the ocean, 

Husseyne made for the first town that he could discover ; and at the 
entrance of a small shop laid himself down to sleep for the night, where 
one of the patrole, or watchmen, taking him fora robber, immediately 
.seized and threw him into a prison, in which he continued for a period 
of seven years. At the expiration of that period, the reigning prinqe 
happening to die, a general enlargement of prisoners.was proclaimed 
tbroughouftbe country ; and the unfriended Husseyne wasamong others 
permitted to avail himself of the indulgence. 

Once more at large, the son of Saum now took the road towards 
Gheznein, ; but on Lis way falling in with a baud of robbers, they were 
unfortunately so struck with his apparent bodily strength and activity, 
that they furnished him with a horse and armour,, and pievailed upon 
, him. to enrol hjtnself in their band., The very same night they were, 
liowever, the, whole of the^, surprised and taken by a detachment of 
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the troops ofSultan IbrauhimofGheznln, by whom they were imme- 
diately bound hand and neck and conveyed to that capital ; and they 
were on their arrival, without much ' ceremony, by the SMtan con- 
demned to die. When the executioner approached to bind the eyes 
of Hhsseyne, the hopeless unfortunate addressed himself to heaven 
in these terms. “ Almighty being, I know that' with thy divine nature 
“ error is eternally incompatible ; how comes it, nevertheless, that 
“ these men are permitted to destroy an innocent stranger !” The words 
made an impression on the executioner; and he found means, through 
one of the royal household, to get them repeated to Shltan Ibrauhim. 
Husseyne was now ordered to the presence, and desired by the Shltan 
to relate his history ; which having made known, as far as he thought 
convenient, he was upon this direpted to take his rank, among the 
Haujebs, or chamberlains of the palace. 

On the accession of Sultan Mhssaoud, in the four hundred and 
ninety second of the Hidjerah, the fortune of Hhsseyne the soff of 
Saum was so far advanced, that he received from that monarch the 
government of Ghour, the seat of his ancestors. But his children, on 
his death, throwing offthe authority of the race of Sehekteggin, a series 
of inveterate hostilities ensued ; in which Alla-ud-dein, the eldest of 
those children, having expelled Behram Shah from Gheznin, and leav- 
ing his brother Seyf-ud-dein in possession of that capital, those events 
were ultimately brought to pass, on his return to Feyrouzkbb, which 
have been already related in a former page. 

Alla-ud-dein Husseyne jahaun souz (the conflagrator) the son of 
Husseyne.Eben-Saum,most signally avenged the death of his brother, 
betrayed by theinhabitantsef Gheznin, in the manner formerly related. 
But being at a subsequent period defeated by Sliltan’Sunjur of the 
race of Seljlik, in an attempt against the province of Khorassaun, be 
became the prisoner of that monarch. He made himself, however, so 
acceptable to theSeljhkian by the conviviality of his disposition, and 
an ingenious piece of flattery at a convivial moment, that he was, aftdr 
ashort and easy captivity, restored to the government of his country. 
He did however, long survive his restoration. 

Seyf-ud-dein Mahommed, the son of Alla-ud-deJh, succeeded on 
the death of his father ; but at the expiration of little mofe than'a 
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twelve month, engaging in hostilities with the predatory Ghezzians, A. H. 
he was, in an action with those banditti, first treacherously woundiid 
by one of his own Ameirs, whose brother he had formerly put to death, 
and finally dispatched by one of the enemy. ui-ddiWur, 

Sultan Abul Futtah Ghevauth-ud-dein 5Iahom3Ied, the son of 
Saum, succeeded on the death of his couzin german, for they are said 
to have been brother’s children, about the five hundred and fifty sixth 
of the Hidjerah. He made himself master of the greater part of Klior- 
assaun, by the expulsion of the Khaurezmians; and died, after a long 
and prosperous reign of three and forty years, in the five hundred and 
ninety ninth of the Hidjerah. He was buried in the principal mosque 
of Herat. 

SultanSHAir AUB-UD-BErx, the son of Saum, had been alreadyseated 
on the throne of Gheznin, by his brother Gheyauth-ud-deiii, so tar 
back as the year 5/7 ; and was the conqueror of Dehly and the north of 
India, which he placed under the authority of Kut-bud-dein Eybek 
one of his slaves. On the death of his brother, being in the territory 
between Tuss and Serkhess in Khorassaun, he proceeded immedi- 
ately to Baudgheiss ; where having performed the last duties to the 
remains of the deceased monarch, he invested himself with his author- 
ity, and hastened to Gheznein. With an army, which' he bad tee 
drawn together, he shortly afterwards advanced towards Khaurezm ; , 
but, being totally defeated in a battle with Sultan Mahommed, he 
was complied to retire once more to Gheznein. He was, how- 
ever, preparing for an expedition of three years into Thrkestaun, 
when some hostile indications among thte: natives of Kohjiid, betweeP 
the Indus and the Behaut, drew bis attention to that quarter ; and he 
was on his return from a successful inroad against those refractory 
mountaineers, when, on the third of Shabaun of the six hundred and 
second ofthe Hidjerah,* he was assassinate !, at a place called Devbek 
or Debeik, by one oi' the Fedayan, or zealots of Almowut. 

Sultan Mahmud the son of Gheyauth-ud-dein, on the death of his 
uncle, succeeded at Feyrouz-koh of Ghour, to the authority of his 
ancestor^ ; and finally included within his dominions, together with 


. *Man;hi3tb,A.D,1206. 



456 

A. H. 607. Ghour and Ghezneiii, a considerable part of the territory beyond the 
Indus, and ot Khorassaun; Having; however, in compliance with in- 
uUkhSur' Sultan MahommedofKhaurezm, with whom he was 

now at peace, imprisoned Alla Shah the son of Tukkesh Khaim, the 
brother of that monarch, wdio had sought protection at Feyronzkoh, 
some Khorassaunies, and natives of Irak attached to the exile, scaled 
the^termces of the p'alace of Sultan Mahmud, on the night of the third 
of Suffur of the six hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah,t and suc- 
ceeded in putting him to death. 

Subsequent to this unexpected event, Saum, the son ofSiiltan Mah- 
mud, and Atseiz the sonof Alla-ud-dein Jahaunsouz, made some feeble 
efforts to sustain the grandeur derived from their ancestors ; but as the 
power of the family was now about to terminate, and Sidtan Mahom- 
med the Khaurezmian had by this time made himself entire master of 
the Persian empire, their exertions were unavailing : and the hand of 
destiny thus finally closed the record of the race of Ghour. 

Ot an inferior branch of the family which governed in Bamiaun and 
Tokhaurestaun, and of the slaves of the same family w’ho attained to 
sovereign power in Hindustaun, it would be here unnecessary to insert 
the brief account of the author. Neither is it of sufficient importance 
to introduce the history of the race of Guerret, saidto claim its descent 
. from Sultan Sunjur the Seljukian ; which flourished with consider- 
able splendour at Herat and in the neighboring countries, from the 
time of Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed, the son of Samn, to the irrup- 
tion of the Tcheghatayans, or Moghuls of Transoxiana, under Tey- 
MtTE, of whom more hereafter. 


* July 26tli, A. D.1210. 
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CHAP. X. 

T he origin of the Kh a cks, or sovereigns of the Turkish, or Tartar 
nations, which overspread the vast interior continent of Asia, has 
been ascribed by the recorded traditions of the east, to Yapheth, or 
Japhet, the son of Noah; whom the plurality of historians haveagreed 
to represent as a Fcyghamhcr-merussiiU or prophet acting under the 
immediate and express inspiration of heaven, for the instruction or 
reformation of erring humanity. AYhen, after escaping the tremendous 
catastrophe of the deluge, the ark rested on mount Jud, and the great 
patriarch, either by the direct inspiration of the divine being, or from 
the impulse of his own discretion, proceeded to allot to his children 
the different quarters of the earth, he assigned to Yapheth the coun- 
tries of the north and east ; and we are further informed that when the 
latter was about to depart for the regions allotted to him, he requested 
that his father would instruct him in some form of prayer, or invocation, 
that should, whenever he required it, procure for his people the bles- 
sing of rain.. In compliance with this request Noah imparted to his 
son, one of the mysterious names of God, inscribing it on a stone ; 
which, as an everlasting memorial, he delivered at the same time into 
his possession . Y apheth now proceeded with the whole of his family 
to the north east, according to appointment, devoting himself, as is 
the manner of those who inhabit the boundless plains in that quarter, 
to a wandering and pastoral life : and having instituted for his followers 
the most just and virtuous regulations for their conduct, never failed 
to procurefor them, through theinfluenceofthesacreddepositconsigned 
to him by his father, rain and moisture for their lands, whenever occa- 
sion made it necessary. This stone has been denominated by the Arabs, 
thehidjer-ul-mattyr— lapisimbrifer,o^^ainstoDe;bythePe^sians,Sung- 
yeddah — aidstoneor stone of power; and by the Turks, Jccftfa/itaiwA, 
And itis affirmed that the same stone was preserved among the Moghuls 
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and 0 Uzbeks, possessing tlie same mysterious property, to the days 
of the author, in the beginning of the sixteenth century. 

Having lived to be the father of a tonmerous progeny, Yapheth with- 
drew, in the process of time, from this transitory to a more permanent 
state of existence ; leaving, according to Shurf-ud-dein the Yezdian, 
in his introduction to the Zuffurirlmah, seven sons, in the following 
order ; I. Turk ; 11. Khozzez or Khozzer ; III. Seklaub ; IV. Russe ; 
Y. Mussung or Munsug ; VI. Tchein or Cheen ; YII. Gonvaury, by 
some nations called also, Keymaiil. To these have been added four 
more by another author, making altogether eleven, of whom the fol- 
lowing are given as the namesof Three ; YIII. Khiliidje; IX. Sedsan ; 
X. Ghezz. Of the eleventh the name is not recorded. 

On the death of Yapheth, his eldest son Turk, whom the nations 
ofTartary have further distinguished by the name of Yapheth Oghly, 
and Oghlan, the younger Y^apheth, succeeded to his father’s authority ; 
and is described as equally brave, polished, intelligent, and discreet. 
He fixed his abode at Selling, or Selingai, celebrated for its hot andcold 
springs ; first constructing his habitations of poles and straw. Ulti- 
mately he was, how'ever, the inventor of tents ; and he instructed his 
people to fabricate for themselves short tunics, and fillets lor the head, 
of the skins of Animals, In other respects he abundantly fulfilled the 
duties of a just and beneficent ruler; and he is considered by the Turks, 
or nations ofTartary, as the first oftheirmonarchs, in the same manner 
as Keyomars is considered as the first of the kings ot Persia. He had 
five sons. I. Almenjah ; II. Toutug or Toumuk ; III. Tchuggul; 
IV. Bereskhaur ; V. Ainlauk. Of the second of these, whose name by 
latter historians, has been corrupted into Ghoudug, it is stated, that one 
day while on a hunting party, letting fall a part of what he was eating 
to the ground, which happened to be impregnated with salt, he found, 
when he picked his morsel up again, and conveyed it to his mouth, 
the flavor so agreeable, that he forthwith introduced among his coun- 
trymen for the first time, tlie use of salt with their food. 

Of Khozzez, or Khozzer, the second son of Yapheth, it is related 
that he settled on the banks of the Attel, or river Volga so called ; 
where he devoted himself to the taking of foxes, and of their skins 
taught his followers to make their clothing. In exploring the moun- 



tain-caverns, his children, conducted by a swarm ofbees, discovered a Habeib-tm. 
mass of honey, of which they soon learnt to make confections. Strai- 
tened by a numerous progeny, Seklaub, the third of the Yaphethites, 
alternately applied to his brothers Russe, and Khozzez, and Gomaury, 
for permission to erect bis dwelling in their territories ; and receiving 
from each a decided refusal, a wmr ensued, in the course of which the 
Seklaubiah, orSclavonians, the descendants of Seklaub, were defeated ; 
and retiring beyond the boundary of the seventh climate, into the fri- 
gid zone, were compelled by the intensity of the cold, to seek for 
habitations in the bowels of the earth. On the authority of the Rou- 
z ut-us sufia it is further related, that one of the wives of Seklaub dvin'>' 
in child birth, the new born infant was consigned to be jsuckled by 
Ills fathers hounds; hence when he became of age the-child, like one 
of the canine species, sprung upon every man that fell in bis way. 

With respect to R usse, the fourth of the sons of Yapheth , nothing more 
is mentioned, than that he was a fierce and intractable savage, and that 
the practice of judicial inquiry, (Yerghu pursiden) was introduced by 
him ; an argument rather of improvement in the arts of life, if it was 
not indeed accompanied with the torture. Munsug, the fifth of the 
sons of Yapheth, and possible the progenitor of the Massageta, was 
distinguished for his crafty and perfidious disposition, and settled on 
the confines of Bulgliaur. 

In the introduction to the Zuffumamah already adverted to, it is, it 
seems, stated that Munsug, or as he is sometimes denominated, Mes- 
senje, bad a sou called Ghezz, and that from him descended the Ghezz- 

ian tribes, themostferociousandviciousofalltheMoghfilrace;although, 

from a preceding statement, we were led to consider this individual as 
the son of Yapheth, without any intermediate link in the chain. On 
the death of their common parent, however, a contest is said to have 
arisen between this Ghezz and his elder brother Yapheth Oghlan, on 
thesubject of the Sungyeddah, of which the former had by some means 
or other possessed himself. For, when his brother made a demand of 
the precious deposit, Ghezz contrived to impose upon him, instead of 
the real Sungyeddah, a supposititious one, which he had himself en- 
graved for the purpose; and the fraud which bad been' put in practice 
upon him, being detected on the first occasion bh which he was required 
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IlaLeib-us- to invoke the heavenly powers for rain, Yaphetli Oghlan proceeded 
seyr. at the head ofhis followers to punish the insolent imposition. In the 
course of the hostilities which ensued, Beighh the eldest sonofGhezz, 
was slain on the field of battle ; and the animosity which hence ori- 
ginated, continues -to subsist to this day (that on which Khondemeir 
was writing his history) between the descendants of the two brothers. 
Tchein, or Cheen, the sixth of the sonsofYapheth, became aii inhabi- 
tant ofthat region which still retains his name ; and was distinguished 
for suhtilty of invention, and discrimination of judgment. Tohimare, 
of course, ascribed the arts of painting and sculpture, of weaving in 
mixed, or divers colours, and the disco^'ery of silk, from the labours of 
the silk worm. In short, he is recorded as the inventor of all those ad- 
mired productions in manufacture and art, for which the natives of 
China have ever been, and still continue, so deservedly celebrated. His 
son Matchein constructed, during the life of his father, thecity to which 
he gave his own name ; and which extended in the process of time 
to the countries situated between China proper, and India.* This lat- 
ter prince introduced the practice of wearing feathers in the turban ; 
and he also first discovered, and applied to use the precious drug, gen- 
erated under the navel of the musk antelope. 

Of Gomaury, (Gomer) the seventh of the sons of Yapheth, it is al- 
leged that he became entirely devoted to bis pleasures, but more par- 
ticularly to those of the chace; and that he fixed his abode on the spot 
subsequently occupied by the city of Bagliddd, if indeed this is not an 
error of the transcriber. He had two sons, Bulghaur, and Burtauss, 
or Bertas ; and it was the latter of these two, that first brought into 
use the skins of the ermine, and the sable. 

The elder brother, Tdrk, or Yapheth Oghlan, after attaining to the 
age of two hundred, and forty, died ; and was, succeeded by his son 
Almenjah Khaun, who proved a just and virtuous monarch, adding 
considerably to the prudent regulations established by his father. At 
a very advanced age he chose however to abdicate the sovereign power 
in favor of his son, and to withdraw to a life of seclusion. Deib Bak&i 
Ehann, the son of Almenjah Khaun. This appellative, or rather the 
first term of it, Deib, is stated to signify glory, a throne, and dignity. 
He was a magnificent and puissant prince, and at his death devised the, 
succession to hisson. or Guif &g Khaun the sonof Deib ^hki\i, 

’Unless, indeed this is to be identified, with Mangi, 
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on the death of his father, seated himself on the throne of the Turkish^ 11 
soverei jiis, and at the close of life also devolved the succession to his _ 
son. Aknjak Kkaiin the sou of Guyug Khauii, proved hke his prede- 
cessorsa just and beneficent prince; but the Turkish nation, elated by 
the pride of uninterrupted prosperity, dishonored his reign by forsaking 
the path of rectitude, the ^vorship of tlie true God, and erring into 
theabsurd systems of idolatry and impiety. Alenjah Khaun had two 
sons, twin brothers, whose names were Tatar and Moghiil ; betwixt 
whom in the zenith of his power he made a division of all his posses- 
sions, And over these respectively, on the death of their father, the 
two princes proceeded each to exercise a separate authority. 

Of the line of Tatar, including himself, eight persons successively 
enjoyed the sovereign power, in the following order. 1. Tatar Khaun. 
2.Bouka,orBougaKhaun,thesonofTatarIvhaun. S.MelinjahKhaun, 
the son ofBouka Khaun. 4. Assely,orEsselyKhaun,thesonofMelinjah. 

0 . Atseiz Khaun, the son of Essely Khaun, fi.Ourdu Khaun, the son of 
Atseiz Khaun. 7. Baydu Khaun, the son ofOurdu Khaun. Bayduwasa 
prince of exalted spirit ; but engaging in hostilities with the Moghul 
tribes he laid the foundation of that inextinguishable animosity, which 
subsequentlysubsistedbetweentheTathrandMoghfilnations.S.Sounje 
Khaun, was the last monarch of the race of Tathr ; for the hostility 
which had been recently kindled,between the collateral andrival tribes, 
was blown to such violence, during the reign of Sounje Khaun, as to 
be no longer appeased by the ordinarj' expedients of conciliation. 

Moghul Khaun and .his descendants, on the other hand, possessed 
the sovereign authority for nine successions, 1. Moghul Khaun, the 
son of Alenjah Khaun. The name is said to be a gradual corruption 
of the tonn Mungawul, which signifies abject and simple-hearted. 
He had however four sons: Kkra Khaun; Auzir Khaun; Kerr Khaun; 
and Ouz Khaun. 2. KSira Khaun, the eldest of these, assumed the 
government on the death of his father; fixing his residence at Orako- 
rum, situated as here described, in a hollow between two hills, named 
Outauk and Kertauk.* Duringhis reign, the Moghfils are said to 

'‘The supposed situation of tlm cdehrated metropolis is filed bf modern geographers in 
the 4.3th degree ofN. iatitade, and in the 107th of htogitade East of Greeawich; and ac- 
cording to Petisde ia -Cnh aboat (w^ty days’ joaroey North of China. 
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Habeib-us- liave been so totally immersed in idolatry and impiety, that the fathers 
slew their children without mercy, on perceiving the slightest indica- 
tion of a disposition to abstain from their vile and polluted practices. 
However, while the nation was absorbed in these circumstances of de- 
grading superstition, an infant ofsingular beauty was born to the consort 
of Kka Khaun ; which having obstinately refused the breast of its mo ther, 
forthree days and as inanynightssuccessively,andassuriugher very dis- 
tinctly, in her dreams, that until she embraced the belief of the only 
true God, her milk should neverpass his lips, she privately becameacon- 
vert to the truth, not yet daring to makean open profession of it, through 
dread of her husband’s resentment. The child upon this immediately 
took to her breast. At the period under consideration it was the cus- 
tom ofthe Moghuls to defer the naming oftheir children until they were 
a twelvemonth old ; accordingly, when the infant prince had attained 
the proper age, and a sumptuous entertainment had been provided for 
the occasion, Khra Khaun demanded in the presence of bis assembled 
Ameirs, and the members of his court, what name he should bestow 
upon the royal child ; the latter replied with perfect fluency of lan- 
guage “my name is Oghdz.” A point thus determined by the inter- 
vention of a miracle must have secured unanimous concurrence. 

Arrived at years of maturity, the young prince was married by his 
father, to one of his cousins, the daughter of Kerr Khaun ; but, in con- 
sequence of the discrepancy on the subject of religion, Oghiiz Khaun 
finding it difficult to reconcile himself to his bride, his father pro- 
cured for him, some time afterwards, the daughter of his second uncle, 
Auzir Khaun; whom, for similar reasons, he felt himself equally dis- 
posed to dislike. In this state of oscillancy, and incertitude, the young 
prince happened one day, on his return from hunting, to pass by the 
gate of Ouz Khaun, his third uncle’s mansion ; where he perceived the 
daughter ofthe Moghfil chief, superintending the labour of her maids, 
who were occupied in washing the linen of the family. The prince 
called her to him, and declared that if she would consent to abjure the 
gross impieties of her tribe, and embrace the religion of truth, he vvould, 
imsBe4iately espouse, and hold her far dearer than life, or any of its 
blessings. The nymph, like other bashful maidens, gently whis- 
pered in liply, that when she became his wife, she. trusted that she 
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should he found in no circumstance, disobedient to his will, who was Haki’j uj- 
tlie master of her destiny. Ogitiiz Kliaun now obtained his father’s ' 

consent to unite himself to the object of his choice ; and an exclusive, 
and ardent attachment taking place between him and his new bride, 
the jealousy of his other wives was excited to that degree of animosity, 
that they embraced the opportunity, one day, while their husband was 
absent on a hunting party, to apprize their father in law of his son’s 
contempt, and that of his favorite wife, for the idolatrous superstitions 
of their country, and of their private adherence to the worship of the 
true God. 

Enraged at wliathe now for the first time understood, the old mon- 
arch hastened at the head of some of his followers, with the view of 
surprising the person of the prince, while unsuspectingly engaged in 
thechace. But his faithful and affectionate wife finding means to con- 
vey to him intelligence of the daiigc-r, Oghuz Khaun was enabled to 
put himself in a posture of defence ; and a conflict ensuing, which ter- 
minated in the death of Kara Khann, his soldiers gave up the contest, 
and the crown, to his victor son. 

3. Oghuz Khaun the son of Ki^ra Khaun. This, bv the concurrent 
testimony of historians, was a magnanimous and potent prince, for- 
tunate in all hi? designs, and obeved in his authority, through a tnost 
extensive portion of the oriental world. But more" than all, his acti- 
ons received an unfading lustre from his belief in the dictates of eter- 
naltfuth. In other words, he wasa monotheist, professing the pure and^ 
uncorrupted faith of the patriarchs, and early progenitors of the human 
race. The extent of his dominions is, at the same time, stated to have 
been beyond the ordinary conceptions of the nnderstandingi and be 
bears among the Turkish nations, the same venerated character as 
Jemsheid among the Persians He was,' however, at the commence- 
ment, compelled to sustain a long and arduous contest with his uncles, 
and other relatives ; but proving ultimately triumphant overall oppos- . 
itioD, he finally threw open to mankind the avenues to that libera! 
and unbound^'beneficence, which clweltin Ms bosom. He is indeed 
described to have reduced the whole of the territorv of the Moghuls 
and Tartars to the river Oxus ; and by some it is asserted that he even 
crossed that river, and subjugated' a great part of the Persian emnife: 
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Habeib-ns-' He reigned with unrivalled splendor and prosperity, for a period of se. 
seyT. ygjjty ygarg j leavlng at his death, six male children, two of whom 
attained to the sovereign power. 

ToOgh^z Khaunwefind ascrihedmany,ifnotmostofthe appellations 
still retained by the principal Mogbiil and Tartar tribes; the enumer- 
ation of which, as presented by the author, it may in this place not be 
improper to introduce. I. During the period in which he was con- 
tending for dominion with his uncles, a body of his kindred from . 
whom he had been recently separated, appeared most seasonably to 
his aid. To these he assigned the appellation of Ei/ghHir; which in the 
preliminary to the zufFurn^mah, is stated to signify conjunction, and 
mutual compact. 11. In one ofthegreat battles in which he triumphed 
over his adversaries, a prodigious booty fell into the hands of his fol- 
lowers, and some of them hit upon the construction of a waggon for 
the conveyance of the spoil. Oghuz Khaun bestowed upon these the 
appellation of JvaHAui/y, that being in theTurkish language the name 
for a Waggon, or perhaps for a wheeled carriage of any description. 
III. On another occasion, on which he had been unsuccessful in a con- 
flict with Ayeit Borak, one of the most powerful chieftains of Thrkes- 
taun,and he had encamped, during his retreat from the field ofbattle,in 
a peninsula between the beds of two rivers, a pregnant woman, whose 
husband had been killed in the recent conflict, was delivered of her 
infant in the cavity of a hollow tree. The Khaun, in pity towards the 
helpless, and widowed female, adopted the child for his own, and gave 
it the name of Keptchauk ; derived from Kehouk, which is said to sig- 
nify a tree, hollow in the trunk. Seventeen years subsequent to this 
disaster, Oghuz Khaun triumphed in his turn over the same Ayeit 
Borak, and took ample vengeance for his former discomfiture. IV. 
On hisreturn into Turan, from his expedition against the Persian ter- 
ritory, being intercepted by the severest rigors of an inclement winter, 
and his march inipeded by heavy and incessant falls of snow"^, many 
of the soldiers dropped to the rear, unable to keep up with the army. 
To these, when -apprized of the circumstance, the monarch applied 
the term A'kMreiA— proprietors, or perhaps, partners in the snow, 
y. Prom the preliminary tothezuffurnaraah of the Yezdian, the his- 
tory of .Teymfti so called, it is further related, that while engaged in 
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one of his expeditions for the subjugation of an adjoiiHng teiritOTv? HakJb-us, 
Oghuz Khaun had found it , expedient to prohibit that any of his sol- 
diers should under any pretext stray from their standards. It happened, 
however, that one of the soldier’s wives should be taken in labour dur- 
ing the march, and, through the failure of strength and sustenance being 
unable to proceed, her husband remained to take care of her. When 
he least expected it, a sheghal, or jackal, passed along the road with a 
pheasant in its mouth, and the soldier throwing his cudgel at it, the 
animal dropped its prey ; with which, dressing up an excellent Imbaith, 
a dish well known in the east, he relieved the hunger of his wife, and 
enabled her togive nourishment to her new-born infant. The Khaua 
expressing much displeasure that any circumstance however urgent, 
should be thought of sufficient weight to authorize a disobedience of 
his commands, addressed to the husband the term Khelidje ; which 
implies, “woman ! remain where thouart !” According to another writer 
in the court of Shah Rukh, who dedicated liis work to Mirza Ulugh 
Bvg, the exclamation, to which Oghuz Khaun gave utterance on this 
occasion, was Kalanje, which signifies, “ remain behind in hunger.” 

This ill the lapse of ages became gradually corrupted into Khelidje ; 
but either way, the origin of the tribeofthe Kheljies, or Gueltchies, is 
referred to this man. 

Oa the information of the Rouzut-ns-uffa, the author proceeds to 
state, that in the course of a few generations, the descendants ofOgh- 
uz Khaun diverging into four and.twenty distinct branches, some of 
these settled in Khorassaun, and the territory along the Oxus ; and 
their posterity, either through the influence of climate, or the unerring 
providence of the creator, losing in a great measure, -their original cast 
of features, the neighboring nations bestowed upon them the appella- 
tion of rKr/rojHfluB; as much as to say Turkmamiud — Turk-resemb- 
ling. By Seyud Jullaul-ud-dein, an Arabian author .who composed a 
treatise pyeciaely onthis subject, which he dedicated to MirzaEskun- 
dur the son of Omar Sheikh, and grandson of Teymur, it is however 
contended that the Turkmauns arearace entirely distinct, and without 
the slightest affinity to either Turk or Moghul ; notwithstaudinsr this* 
it is a fact very clearly demonstrated, in the prelimin iry d’seourse to 
the zuffurnamah of the Yezdian, so often referred to on i artar suojects, 
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Habeib-us- that the Tfirkmauiis, or Turcomans, are indisputably descended from 
> Turk the sonofYapheth; since in the sequel ofthe war between Thrk, 

and Ghezz the son of Munsug, or Messenje, it is unequivocally as- 
serted, that from the day on which Beighh the son of Ghezz fell in one 
of the conflicts of that war^ an inextinguishable hostility was perpetu- 
ated from generation to generation between theTurks andTdrkomauns, 
and still continued to subsist to the days of the Yezdian historian. 

Having found repose from his conquests in Turkestaun and the Per- 
sian territory, Oghuz Khaun, on his return to the seat of his ancestors, 
at or near Kkrakorum, caused a suit of magnificent pavilions of cloth 
of gold, to he erected, in which he gave, to the nobles and distinguished 
inhabitants of all the countries subject to his authority, amost sumptu- 
ous and splendid feast. Of this the magnitude may be in some degree 
estimated from the statement, that there were nine tomauns, or ninety 
thousandsheep, and nine hundred mares slaughtered for the occasion ; 
and that there was a proportionate supply of wine and Kommeiz, (ali- 
quot made of fermented mare’s milk) with every accompaniment that 
could serve to render this display of Tartar festivity, complete in allits 
circumstances. On the same occasion the monarch is said to have 
invented the Sheirah,* on which to spread the eatables and drinkables 
provided for the entertainment; he arranged his children and grand- 
children according to their stations in his court and array, and treated 
the whole, without distinction, with extraordinary marks pf kindnessj 
and with unbounded liberality. 

OfOghflz Khaun it isfurtherrelated, that his sons presentinghim with 
a golden bow, and three arrows of the same metal, which they had 
found during one of their hunting parties, the old monarch allotted 
the bow to the three eldest; whose names were respectively, Kunn, 
Aey,andYeIdfiz;wliodividedit, pr the metal ofwhichit was composed, 
betwixt them in three equal shares. Prom this circumstance they 
obtained the appellation of Bouzfik, or Bbuzuk. The arrows were as- 
signed to the three younger brothers, Keyfig, or Guyfig, Deyauc, and 
Tengueiz, from which they became distinguished by the appellation 
ofOujiik ; and hence the Tartar tribes have assigned to the line of the 

: « It was probably a set of piiintcd cloths, since the orientals use no tables. It was per- 
haps the Sofiiah. 
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Bouzuk a'precedtnce over that of the Oujuk, synonimous with Ou- HabEib-ns- 
jahk ; the bow bearing an analogy to the sovereign power, and the „ 

arrows to its agents, the organs of its authority. He lastly ordained 
that the command of the right wing of his army, by the Arabs called 
and by the Tartars Bcranghaur, should be always vested 
ill the Bouzuk, while that of the left wing, by the Arabs designated the 
Meycsserah, and by the Tartars Jianghaur, should in like manner in- 
variably reside in the Oujuk, or younger branch ; a superiority which 
he further confirmed by establishing tlia succession in theelder branch, 
and by expressly ordaining that the Oujuk should be subject to their 
authority. 

4. Kean, or Kunn Khaun, which is stated in the Tartar language to be 
synonimous with the sun, succeeded to his father ; and equally extended 
to his subjects the blessings of a just andbenencent reign. Through 
the advice of his father’s ministers, he was prevailed upon to make an 
equal division of the departed monarch’s moveable property between 
his brothers and their children, assigning to each his proper rank, and 
T umghau, or charterof immunities : by which disinterestedaiid prudent 
measure, a permanent and unshaken friendship was confirmed through 
every branch of the family. For the rank and pretensions of every 
individual being thus unalterably regulated, and distinctly understood, 
no circumstance could occur to interrupt their harmony ; and hence it 
subsisted unimpaired for a series of years among the descendants of 
Oghuz Khaun, and the imperial power continued in his posterity, for 
so -many generations. Kunn Khaun died after a prosperous reign of 
seventy years. 

5. Aey Khaun the son of Oghuz Khaun, succeeded to fais brother ; 
his name being, in the Tartar language, thatalsoof the moon ;and hence 
possibly the name of the goddess Anaitis. He emulated the example 
of his predecessor, in the justice and beneficence of his reign ; which 
after it had continued for several years in great prosperity, terminated 
like that of all other, earthly sovereigns, in the grave. 

fi.Yelddz Khaun, theson of Oghhz Khaun. Thenameofthismonarch 
signifying m the Tartarlanguage,a star, his glory is said, to have attained 
its zenith at the death of his &ther; whose throne jiaviog filled for the 
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destinefl penod, he also withdrew to the mansfons of unferminatirt^ 
splendor. 

7. Mungaly Khaiin, the son'ofYelduz Khaim, was the heir and suc- 
cessor to his father*a power; which he exercised with the saine virtu- 
ous moderation, that so generally distinguished the reign of his ancestors. 

8. Tengueiz Khaun, the son of Mnngaly Khaun. The ocean^we 
are also informed, is known in the idiom of the Turks by the name of 
Tengueiz. He succeeded to power, at all events on the death of his- 
father; and having supported it to a very advanced age, ultimately re- 
signed it to his son, and withdrew to atone in retirement for the errors 
of his past life. 

9. Aeil, or Eyle Khaun, the son of Tengueiz Khaun, is said to have 
been the cotemporary of Tiir the son of Feridun, king of Persia; who 
formed with Soiinje Khaun, the eighth of the Tatar sovereigns recently 
enumerated, an alliance hostile to his power- In elucidatioti of this it 
is represented, that when a period of oiie thousand }'ears had elapsed 
after the death of Oghuz Khaunj (we should rather say, from that of 
Yapheth Oghlan, or Turk the son of Yapheth) during which his des^ 
cendailts had reigned with equal splendor and felicity, fortune with 
her usual caprice, conducted their power at length to the verge of 
decline; or to that point in the destiny of nations, beyond which they 
rise no further. At such a crisis, Tdr, the son of Feriddn, the happy 
monarch of Persian story, having completed the subjugation of the 
territory on the Oxus, and the adjoining regions of T&tkestaun, or 
■Western Tartary, and formeclan alliance with the Tartar monarch above 
alluded to, advanced in conjunction with him, to invade the possesions 
of EyleKhaun. In a great battle which speedily ensued, perceiving, 
however, that in fair and open conflict their utmost exertions Were urt- 
‘availing, the allied monarchs had recourse to stratagem ; aild affecting 
■to retire from the' jS,eld ofbattle in dismay, halted ‘and encamped at the 
■distance of two fafsangs, or Pefsbn leagti'eh, from the positimis, whieb 
theymight haveundefstood to be occupied hytheif adversary. Tlievery 
"day Ifolio'wiiig, 'they suddenly' recoiled upon the army of the-IiIoghUls, 
'Shdtjofoftig upbti thein by surprise, obtained a mostciroplete victory 
whicfe Was'^ucceeded by a slaughter so dreadful and C'Xtermihatiug- 
thaty excepting Keyan the son^of^Eyle Khaun, his mother’s brother’s 



m 

iibii,TiiHz, and their respective sisters, not an individual of the whole 
race escaped the carnage. 

These four personages, having lain for some time concealed, among 
the bodies of their slaughtered countrymen, seized the opportunity of 
night, to mount their horses and fly from the scene of blood. They con- 
tinued their flight without intermission until dawn of day; when, about 
that hour, they found themselves at the entrance of a steep and difficult 
defile, which led upwards into a valley surrounded on all sides by stu- 
pendous mountains.* The four illu strious fugitives, after considerable 
toil and exertion, succeeded however at last in gaining the summit 
of the pass, when they were transported with indescribable delight at 
the enchanting landscape which suddenly broke upon their view ; a 
landscape which, in its lovely enamelled meads, in the chrystal and 
delicious streams that murmured in every direction, in the multiplied 
groves which presented themselves on every side, embellished at the 
same time by the most beautiful and luxuriant foliage, and loaded with 
fruit of the richest flavor and of every description, and enlivened as it 
was, by the herds of wild animals of the chace, without number, which 
brouzed and gamboled in its ever verdant glades and recesses, the sister 


oa be fare?, and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradise, 

Xow nearer, crowns with her inciosure 
As with a niral mtitifcd, the chain jtain head 
Of a steep wilderness whose hairy sities 
With thicket orertpxjwn, jyrotesqne and wild, 
Accc-^s deuy’d j and over-bead ups^rew 
IriHiiperable height of loftiest shjiile,. 

Cedar, and pine, and fir, and hraacLing palm^ 
A sylvan scene, and^as the ranks ascend, 

Shade above shade, a woody theatre’ 

Of iitatcUeat riew. Yet higher than their tops, 
The md’rons wall of Paradise up spring : 
frhicb lo onr^eral sire gave prospect largo 
In to his hrtbsr empire neighbVhi^ romul 
And hig:hLr than ihat wall a circling row 
Of g-oodiiest tree?, loadcn with frait^ 
Blossoms and fruit at onceof golden hue, 
Appear’d, with ?r.iy*en:iiadl’d colhtufs taix’d; 

thus was place 

A happy rta al swit oi vm-ious 


droves whose rich treeswept odorons ^ms and Min) 
Others whose fiuit, bamish’d with goldfen iM, 

I long amiable, Hesperian fables tme. 

If true,.hore only,’ and of delicbus taste : 

Betwht themi lawns, o? level dowiis, and flocks- 
Grasing^the tender herb, were iuterpos’d, 

Of palmy hillock ; or the flow’ry lap. 

Of some irrigwias valley spread 
Flowers of all hoe, tutd without tbrnm the rose i 
Another side, umbra^^us ^ts and caves 
Of cool recess, o^er which the mantliu^ vine 
Lays forth her purple grape, and getitly creeps 
Luxariant; meanwhile mum’ring waters fell 
3)./.va the sh»pe hills, dispersM, or in a lake, 

That to the frhvifcd hank with myrtk cro^n^d 
Her crystal mirror holds, unite tludrifteuate. 

The birils their quhe sipply ^ airs, vernal airs, 
Brejiftiiiig the siheil of field' ahd f rove, attune 
The tcbfebiihg'leavto, while utAVersal Ban 
Knit with the Graces and the Homs in dance 
th* eleriial 
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IlaMb-us- artspfpoetryand painting werealone competent to delineate. Herethen, 
in this sequestered Glen, known to theTartarsby thenameoflrgnah, or 
Irganah Koun, as much as to say Kumter-uud — they are lost, or rather, 

• according to a manuscript of the Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur, Kummur- 
tund — a strong a7idru§-ged pass,* they determined to fix their abode ; 
and having intermarried with their sisters reciprocally, the two chiefs 
became the origin of a numerous progeny ; the descendant's of Keyan 
being known to succeeding generations by the name of Keyaut, and 
those of Tfikuz, by that oiDerelkein, or Dcrleguehi. 

When, in the process of time, the two tribes became from their accu- 
mulating numbers so multitudinous, that the valley of Irganah Koun 
no longer afforded sufficient space to contain them, their thoughts were 
powerfully impelled to devise the means of bursting from their re- 
treat, and of repossessing themselves of the abodes of their forefathers. 
Their egress was principally obstructed by an enormous range of rocks, 
composed for the greater part of iron ore. After much careful deli- 
beration, it was ultimat ely determined to put the whole mass into a 
state of fusion ; and having for the purpose conveyed to the spot a pro- 
digious quantity of firewood, they proceeded to char the whole; after 
which having prepared of the skin of the gaozen, or wild ox, nine 
hundred pairs of bellows, they fired the charcoal, and set the 
bellows to work. By the blast of so many simple machines, the heat 
of the fire was at last wrought to the proper intensity, and the ore 
was perceived, in due time, streaming along the earth in a stateof com- 
plete fusion. And thus they are said by melting down a part of the 
precipice with which they were begirt, to haveopened for themselves a 
passage from Irganah Koun. They immediately directed theircourse 
to the country of the Moghfils ; and having sword in hand expelled 
their ancient enemies the Tartars, with other adverse tribes, they suc- 
ceeded in establishing themselves in the possessions of their ancestors ; 
and the natives, who occupied the territory round the mountains of 
Irganah Koun, soon joining their standards, became ultimately incor- 
porated with themselves. 

The Yfirutj.or original territory of the Moghftls, thus regained by 
their posterity, is here described to lie towards the east, far remote from 

*We ofterwise leam, from Mr. Maurice’s history, that Irganah Koun, or Khaun, as 
he expresses it) signifies the valley of precipices : and he k probably well founded ju his 
ei^lanatioh. 1 have given what appears in my original. 
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any habitable region, and included within a circumference of eight HaHb-us. 
months journey. Its eastern frontier is, however, said to unite with . 

that of Khktai, ornorthern China, itswestern with that of thecountryof 
theEyghiirs; itsnorthern adjoins to the temtory of Kerkeir,orKrekeir, 
and Selingai, and its southern boundar}' stretches to the limits of Tibet. 

The natives subsisted by the chace, and their apparel was usually com* 
posed of the skins of wild beasts of every description. 

On the egress of the two collateral tribes from Irganah Koun, and 
their recovery of the land of their forefathers, the sovereignty of the 
' Moghul race is said to have been vested in Yelduz Khaun, the son of 
Teymur Taush, who was descended in a direct line from Keyan. This 
Yelduz is described to have surpassed in the extent of his power, and 
in the splendor of his reign ; and by the wisdom of his government 
to have secured to the Olouss (quere eluths) or numerous tribes sub- 
ordinate to his sway, a state of prosperity and abundance beyond 
example. Hence it has become an established opinion among those 
of Moghul race, that he possesses the surest claim to the Khauniet, 
or supreme authority, who can most satisfactorily trace his origin to 
Y'^elduz Khaun. Jlankoua,the illustrious mother of Bdzunjur K&an, 
who was the common ancestor of both Jengueiz and Teymur, was the 
grand-daughterof Yelduz Khaun; since, in theofteii cited preliminary 
to the Zuffurnamah, or history of Tevmflr, she is described to have 
been the daughter of Tchoubeinah, who was the daughter of Y elduz 
Khaun. 

The same Alankoua is further described to have been a maid of con- 
summate beauty, and of singular modesty and virtue. “ A maid 
exclaims our author in his enthusiasm on the subject, “ rather she was 
i‘ a star of the highestbrilliancein the constellation of theTartarian so- 
“ vereigns ; the richest pearl in the casket of imperial magnificence.” 

At the proper age she became, however, oneof the wives ofher cousin- 
german, Duyijn,or Dubun Beyan, at this period monarch of the Mo- 
ghfil tribes ; whose residence is stated to have been, indifferently, at 
Baun, Kaluran, and Toughlan; the channels of three rivers issuing 
from the mountains of Berghauduter, on the banks of which he might 
occasionally have taken up his abode. By her husband she had two 
sons, Belkcda and Y ekjeda, I)uyuD B^an died, while his wife was yet 
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Habcih-us? tL young woman ; and the dowager princess devoted hersel^with zealous, 
assiduity to the government of hersubject tribes, and to the education 

her children. In these. circumstances one night, when, she had in- 
nocently retired, to her repose, she was surprised by a.ray of light sud- 
denly shining through the window qf her pavilion, and penetrating 
her mouth and throat ; and her surprise was not diminished wiien, in 
a little time afterwards, she found herself pregnant. Hence, the orien- 
tal# have not scrupled to draw a triumphant comparison between her, 
and the blessed and immaculate virgin of the Christian dispensation. 

When they became, however, apprized of her mysterious preg- 
nancy, the Moghirl tribes were not to be restrained, from, conveying 
the most scandalous imputations against the chastity of Alankoua ; 
and she therefore found it expedient to convoke the chiefs of the na- 
tion, in order to repel the accusation, and assert, her innocence. Ac- 
cording to some authorities, and patticulariy.to the compiler of the Jam- 
mia-ul-touauiikh, the princess averred on this occasion, that her preg- 
nancy had been the result of a dream, in which, for several nights suc- 
cessively, she imagined that sheperceiveda person with adazzliiig torch 
in his hand, softly and silently approach, her bed, and as softly with- 
draw ; and she added moreover, that if they entertained the slightest 
suspicion of her veracity, they might watch round her tent, and by the. 
evidenceoftbeirown senses convince themselvesofthetruth ofher-oxtra- 
ordinarystory. Several of themostdistinguishedindividuals of her tribe 
stationed themselves accordingly, for some nights round her tent to.' 
watch, the disclosure of this singular mystery; wdienitis alleged, that 
they observed a light enter at the top of the pavilion, and shortly dis- 
appear through the same aperture, fhis.w'as recei^'ed as indubitable 
testimony of the truth of Alankoua’s statement, and forever siieucecj 
the invidious remarks of Her slanderers. 

In consequence of this mysterious, and ve^y suspicious intercourse 
with the children of light, Miokom became the mother of three sons, 
at one birth, whose names were as follows. 1. Boukun Kepkein, froin 
whom descended the clan or tribe of Kepkein. 2. Bussoukein Saul- 
tchy, from whom the tribe of SaljAt ; and 3. Buzunjur Munefauk, the 
common progenitor of the Khauns of Moghhlstaun. The descendants 
ofth^e%ee,whom.the.Tm’kish nations believe to have been generated 



by the light, they have distinguished by the appellation of Xeyrun, luci- 
geni — sons of light; and they are esteemed the most exalted of the 
Moshul race. 

BuzitnjurKdan, the son of Alankoua, as soon as he attained to the 
age of discretion, was raised to the throne of the Khauns with the un- 
animous concurrence of the hea*ds of the nation; a choice which he 
gloriously vindicatedby the splendor of hisvirtues. He is said to have 
been the cotemporary of Abu llosslem, the champion of the house of 
Abbas.* After a reign eminently distinguished for its justice, he died, 
leaving two sons; 1, Buka, who was the eighth ancestor of Jengueiz, 
and of his able and faithful minister Karatchaur Nuyan ; and S.Bukeia, 
who had a son, to whom he gave the name of Matchein. 

Buka^ orBuga Khaun, the son of Buzunjur, succeeded to his father ; 
and at his death devised the supreme authority to his sou, the next in 
succession. 

DMonmiidn K/iaun, the son of Buka K^un, proved also a distin- 
guished example of temperance andjustice, Byhis consort Mendloun, 
who is described as a woman of singular sagacity and talents, he had 
nine sons ; with whom, on the death of her husband, and with the 
ctiurage ofa lioness, she retired to a high mountain called Noushargui, 
or Noushkki, where she entirely devoted herself to the education of 
her children. Here, in the process of time, she became the mistress of 
flocks of sheep and herds of cattle without number. Unhappily, 
while she continued engaged in her secluded retreat and occupations, 
about seventy Kours, or associations of Turks, each Kour consisting 
of a thousand families, and all of the tribe of JelMeif of the branch of 
Derleguein Moghuls, who had been recently expelled from their ha- 
bitations at Kaluran, by an irruption of the Khatayans, or Chinese, came 
to settle near the abode of Menuloun. In this they met with no ob- 
struction ; but proceeding to dig up the earth, for the wild or mountain 
onions whiph they used for food, they were forbidden to continue the 
practice, by the agents of ilenuloun, because, by the excavations thus 
formed, they rendered the ground unsafe for the young princes in their 
equestrian exercises. The Jellaeirians took offence at the prohibition, 
and watching their opportunity, put the princess to death with eight 
* la tLc early part of the eighth cehfary of the Christian asra. 
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of her nine children. The nintlij who bore the name of Kaydu, es- 
caped the catrastropbe ; being fortunately absent at the time, a suitor 
for the hand of his kinswoman, the daughter of his cousin german 
Matchein. On intelligence of this base procedure, an agent was dis- 
patched, in the name of Matchein, to demand of the cliiefs of the tribe 
of JeMeir, immediate reparation for the injury. They positively dis- 
claimedanysharein the transaction, declaringthatthe barbarous murder 
had been perpetrated without the slightest concurrence on their part; 
and, as a proof of their sincerity, they at the same time seized, and exe- 
cuted seventy individuals known to have been concerned in this per- 
fidious and ungrateful act of violence, delivering up their wives and 
families in bonds to the mercy of Kaydu ; who appeased his vengeance 
by marking their foreheads with the badge of perpetual slavery. 

Kaydii Kkawi, the son ofDutoumnein Khaim, in consequence of 
these events, and through the support of his kinsman Mhtchein, became 
the sovereign of his tribe. During his reign he employed himself in 
forming, from one of the principal rivers of the country, a-noble canal, 
to which be gave the name of Jmiulh ; and he founded on the banks of 
it several populous towns and villages,. He had three sons, 1. Bay- 
simgur, the lineal ancestor of Jenguciz and Karatchaur. 2'. Jerkalen- 
gura, from whom the nation of Tanjut, vulgo Tangut ; and 3. Ilaur- 
tchein, from whomthe tribe of Seyhout. Tbegrandson of Jerkalengmn, 
the second of these, whose name was Hamikaud the son of Ser4kud, 
falling when a youth into the hands of the Khatayansi or northern Chin- 
ese, was condemned hy Altay, or possibly Altan Khaun, the monarch of 
that nation,tosufFeramostmiserableand cruel death ;being nailed toabg 
of wood in the form of an ass, by an iron spike driven through his body, 

Bayswigur Khaun, the son of Kaydu Khaun, succeeded on the de- 
mise of his father, and, after having ^xercised the sovereign authority 
for the destined period, withdrew to the mansions of futurity, devising 
the succession to his son. 

# 

Toummh Khumhthe son of Baysungur, was a great and successful 
monarch, adding considerably to bis hereditary dominions by the sub- 
jugation of several of the neighboring countries of Moghulstauu 
.and Tartary. He was the husband of two wives, by one of whom h? 
^ad Sfiven sons ; the other brought him two at one birth. Oi‘ these 



twins, onewas KubbuIjOrKatal, the third ancestor or great grandfather Habeib-ni- 
of Jengtuiz ; the other was Katchuly Bahauder, the ancestor in the 
eighth degree of Teymur. 

In this place we are informed, on what is alleged to be the most res- 
pectable written authority, that one night during the life of his father, 
while he was reposing in the arms of sleep, two remarkable dreams oc- 
curred to Katchuly, of which the following circumstances are described 
in detail. First of all, he thought he saw three stars issue from the 
bosom of his brother Kabal, and successively rise and set, after making 
tliercgularcircuit through the meridian ; thelast of these, after shooting 
out several other stars, which reflected their separate lustre on various 
countries, disappearedin astreara of refulgence which seemed to illumi- 
nate the whole earth. Kathchuly now awoke ; hut while his mind 
was yet engaged in tracing some sort of interpretation for his dream, 
he aca' a fell a sleep, and imagined that he saw seven stars issue in the 
s^une manner from hisownbosom ; and that, after these had successively 
disappeared, an eighth arose ofsurpassing magnitude, which also seemed 
to diffuse its radiance to every quarter of the globe ; and from this, like 
that in the former dream, several minor stars seemed to emanate, and 
shed their lustre through diiferent regions, in their course through the 
heavens. In both instances, the minor stars on the ue-tting of their 
primaries, seemed for some time to cast an equal lustre through the fir- 
maneiit. Katchuly, when tie awoke the second time, perceived that 
it was break of day ; and immediately hastening to his father, proceeded 
to relate the particulars of both his dreams. 

The old prince appeared to experience an extraordinary degree of 
satisfaction at what he heard; and sending for his other son Kahal, he 
furnished the two brothers together, with the following obvious in- 
terpretation to these singular dreams. The first, he said, indicated 
that of the descendants of Kabal Khaim, three persons should in onler 
ascend the throne of their ancestors, and that of these, the third was 
destined to subjugate the greater part of the habitable world ; that he 
would ultimately divide ills empire among his children ; and that the 
empire so divided would continue in their possession long after his 
demise. The second dream he conceived to prognosticate, that of the 
race of Katchuly seven persons were successively destined to arrive 
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at iireat power; and ibat an eighth, animated with thespirit of universal 
dominion, would also succeed in extending his conquests to the re- 
motest, cornersoFthe globe; and finally, that theauthority of his chidren 
would ill like manner continue long established over many regions of 
the oriental world. 

On this, by their fathers desire, the twm brothers entered on the spot 
into a solemn engagement, by which it was mutually agreed that the 
Khaimy^ or sovereign authority, should be forever established in Kabal 
Khaunand hisdescenclants;and that the subordinate governments, and 
thegeneralsuperiiitendanceofthearmies should be permanently invested 
in Katchuly, and his posterity; and to this effect an instrument was 
immediately prepared, and finally ratified under the xVltumgM, or im- 
perial seal of Toumnab Khaun. 

Kubbid, or Kabal lyhaun, the son of Toumnah Khaun, in conformity 
with the arrangement above adverted to, ascended the throne of the 
Moghuls, and ultimately obtained by his virtues the enviable title of 
Alantchung Khaun — nourisber, or father of his people. He is indeed 
described to have surpassed the wholeof his cotemporaries, in clemency 
and justice, in courage and liberality, and in short, in every quality 
that could render the character of a monarch estimable and illustrious. 
Hence, won by the reputation of his virtues, the sovereign ofKhatai 
dispatched an embassy to solicit his. friendship, and invite him to his 
court. In an evil hour, Kabal Khaun determined to comply with the 
invitation ; and having deputed the government of his hereditary do- 
minions to his brother Katchuly, proceeded accordiagly to the capital 
ofKhatai; where he experienced from Altan Khaun, the most distin- 
guished and honorable reception. At the grand and solemn Carousal, 
which was given by the Khataian monarch oil his arrival,.Kabal Khaun 
could not entirely divest himself of the suspicion of personal danger; 
and accordingly, every now and then, in the courseoftheir libations he 
privately withdrew, and plunging his head beneath the stream of the 
river which ran by, there disgorged the whole of what he had been 
swallowing, and returned to renew the debauch ; much to the surprise 
of all present, who, not aware of his expedient could not forbear to 
express their astonishment at the strength of constitution, which 
could bear such a quantity of liquor without inebriation. Some days 
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after this, however, when ho bad been less prudent in his proceedinqs, 
Kabal Khaun, in a state of drunkenness, entered the presence of the 
Khatayan monarch; and seizinqhim by the beard, applied to him every 
term of abuseand insult, that he could find language to express. The 
injury excited in the mind of Altan Khaun a suiBcient degree of re- 
sentment, but he thought lit for the present to confine it to his own 
bosom ; and his imprudent guest hastening, when he came to his re- 
collection, to express the deepest regret for what had happened, Altan 
Khaun bad the magnanimity to overlook the-offence; and presenting 
him with a rich diadem, and girdle set with gems, shortly afterwards 
dismissed the iloghul prince for his own country. But the Khatayau 
nobles,eagerfor his destruction, proceeding on hisdeparture to remon- 
strate with their Khaun, on the impolicy of suiFering so formidable a 
rival, to escape the snare which might be laid to circumvent him, the 
monarch finally dispatched a messenger to solicit the return of his 
guest. Kabal Khaun declined the invitation ; observing that he had 
left the Chinese court with full permission, and that he was not aware 
of any particular advantage that could arise from his return. 
Perceiving that his victim was otherwise likely to elude the toil, 
Altai! Khaun now directed a detachment of troops to pursue, and bring 
him back by force ; but when these had overtaken their object, he 
contrived to cajole them into a concurrence that be might be 
permitted to repose, for a short time, at the habitation of a friend, of 
the name of Satchuly, who resided on the road. By this friend he was 
cautioned, as his existence depended upon it, not to put himself any 
more in the power of the Khatayan monarch ; and in order to ensure his 
escape, he tendered him a horse of incomparable fleetness, which he 
had in his stables, and which he recommended that he should imme- 
diately mount and make the best of his way to his tribe. Kabal Khaun 
gratefullyavailed himself of the offer ; andgivinghis horse the reins, soon 
alterwards reached the encampment of bis followers, in perfect safety.. 
His pursuers were not long behind him, and were the whole of them 
put to the sword at the recommendation of Katchdly ; and the Moghul 
chief !vas thus fortunately extricated from the hazards, ofhis imnrnj^ont 
and adventurous journey. 


S' Vi', 
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By his wife, whose name was Kar&;kereik, of the tribe of Kankur, 
or Kongfiraut, Kabal Khaun Was the father of sis sons, of w'hom the 
following are the names of three ; Oukein Yerkauk, Kaueilah, and 
Burtan. The former of these, was a youth of extraordinary personal 
beauty; but unfortunately straying one day, into the adjoining exten- 
sive plains, beyond the protection of his attendants, he was surprised 
and taken by a troop of Tatars, who delivered him into the hands of 
Altan Khaim ; and he. was condemned by that monarch to the same 
cruel death, as had been inflicted on a former occasion on his kinsman 
Hamikaud. 

Kaueilah Khaun, the son of KabJil Khaun, succeeded on the death 
of his father, and is described as a mart of extraordinary courage, and 
bodily strength; the latter of which he possessed to such a degree, that 
he broke the backs of the most powerful antagonists, with the same 
facility as he could bend a twig, and his voice was of that compass 
that he could make himself heard at a seven-fold distance. He con- 
ducted a successful expedition, to avenge the death of his brother on 
the Khaun of Khatai, whom in a great battle he totally defeated; afte^ 
which he returned in triumph to bis native land. 

Burtan, oy B urtan Bakanckr, the son of Kabal Khaun, succeeded 
to his brother, and equally surpassed all rivalsliip, in personal prow* 
ess and military virtue ; and hence his surname of Baliauder — heroic. 
His uncle Katchuly dying while he was on the throtie of the Mogli- 
hls, the superintendanCe of the anny was conferred by him on his 
cousiftgertnaii, Eirdumtchy, or tchci, the son of the departed chief. 
Eirdumtchei was subsequently distinguished, by the title of Berks, 
and to him is ascribed the origin of the tribe of that name. Burtan 
Baliauder was the parent of a numerous offspring ; but of these the 
most renowned, for his intrepid and martial spirit, was. Beysouka, to 
whom, tin the death Of his father, the supreme authority was in conse- 
quence assigned. . . . ■ 

Beijsouka Bakaicdef, the sou of Btiftan, is said to hawe ennobled, or 
feffectedadclitiotialhist're.o'n the'thftirte of his ancestors, when he cn- 
Cifdteii his bittws with the diadem of the Moghul sovereigns. On tlie 
death of Eirdumtchei Berks, leaving aprogeny of nine attd twenty sons. 
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the dignities and appoinlinent^ of tlie futlier were roiitinued, ly Bey- ' 
souka Bahauder, to vSogliutcijcin, the oldest and ablest of the whole. 

On his return from a successful expedition against that branch of 
the Tatar nations, hv Petis de la Croix called the Sou Mocrhuls. the 
wife of Beysouka Bahauderwas delivered, at his residence of Deviun 

4. 

Yeldak, of a son, to whom he gave the name of Tnniitckia; which is 
said to have been that ofthe sovereign of the Sou Moghuls, whom he had 
■recently vanquished and slain. This child, the afterwards invincible 
JExorEiz, his father pronounced to be the star of the dream of Kat- 
chiily Bahauder, which was destined to extend itsradiance throughout 
the habitable world. By the same mother with Temiitchin, he had gueiz. 
furthermore three sons, Jujykessaur, Kajiun, in another place called 
Eiltcha, and Ountchei, elsewhere Utakein : and he had by a different 
wife, afifthsou, whose name was Balkouty. Of these four, Juj vkessaur, 
theformer,was remarkable for hiscourage.andcxtraordinarystature; as 
a proof of which, or possibly of the exquisite symmetry of his form, 
it is alleged that when he reclined on one side, a bow might be passed 
beneath it, without coming in contact with his body. Beysouka Ba- 
hauder quitted this perishable world in the Moghul year Tenghrneil, 
the five liundred and sixty second of the Hidjerab and his kinsman 
Soughutebein, who possessed the principal controul in his government, 
dyingabout the same period, the Neyrtin race ungenerously abandoned 
the children of their sovereign, and united with the tribe of Tanjut; 
of which more hereafter. 

' "We have just seen that the fetber of Jengudz was Beysouka, 
the son of Burtan Bahauder ; the name of bis mother was Ouliin Ay- 
kah, or Ankah ; and his birth took place at Deyltlin Yeld^, supposed 
to be about ten days journey north of the frontiers of China, qn the 
twentieth day ofZilkaudah, of the five hundred and forty ninth ofthe 
Hidjerah.f ’ According to the statement of Shurf-ucl-dein Ally tlie 
Yezdian, in'theZuffurnamah, this circumstance which was destined 
to produce such memorable and dreadful events, occurred when the 
constellation libra was predominant among the heavenly bodies ; and 
when the whole of the seven planets were in conjunction, the head in 

•A.D.11OT , 

+ Twenty fifth of J anuary, A. D. 1155, the second month of the reign of Heuiy the Ui, 
ofEnglaJid, 
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A. H. 662. the third, and the tail in the ninth degree of that sign. A plurality 
A. D. 1167. of historians, howevef, contend that this conjunction of the planets did 
Habeib-us- not take place until the five hundred and eighty first oftheHidjerah,* 
when Jengueiz became invested with the universal sovereignty of all 
the tribes of the Neyrfin race. But the oriental writers in general con- 
cur inrepresentiugthatthe portentous infant came into the world grasp- 
ing in his hand a quantity of congealed blood; which was declared to 
indicate not only his warlike disposition, but the dreadful slaughter 
of the human race, of which he was destined to be the instrument. 

At the death of his father, Temfitchin had only attained to the thir- 
teenth year of his age, when he was abandoned by the major part of 
his tribe and family, who went over to the nation of Tanjtit. At this 
period the young prince is described to have dreamt, that having a 
sword in each hand extended in opposite directions, the point of one 
seemed to touch the eastern, as that of the otherdid the western horizon. 
The following morning when he related the dream to his mother, it was 
again interpreted to denote the extraordinary power to which he was 
destined to attain ; that he should accomplish the subjugation of the 
world from east to west; and that the point of his sword would be felt 
through all the countries extending to both horizons. 

It appears, at the same time, that while the immediate ancestors of 
Temfitchin. maintained their authority over the Neyruu tribes, the ge- 
nerality of the Moghul and Tatar nations were seldom, or never, subject 
to one and the sam e sovereign. On the contrary, as convenience might 
suggest, one or more nations would associate under the government 
of a separate and independent ruler. Hence they were engaged in 
perpetual hostilities, mutually directed to the extermination of one 
another ; and hence, when left an orphan minor on the death of his fa- 
ther, as just related, Jengueiz was abandoned to his destiny, by those 
whom the obligations of duty and gratitude, should have bound to 
protect him, at least until he was of age to protect himself. In conse- 
quence of this ungenerous defection, the young prince was involved in a 
'train of the most serious difficulties, and for several years exposed to 

. • A.D. 1186, commencing the third of April. N. B. If this alludes to his assumption of 
the supreme power, after the subjugation of tlie Keraeit, that event did not take place 
until die 590th of the Hidjerah . ‘ 
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tHe most imminent danger of destruction. At last, perceiving that he A. H. SCt-TO. 
was no longer able to contend with his adversaries, with a prospect of A. D. 1167-7 4;. 
success, he finally determined, at the recommendation ofKkratchaur Habab-ui- 
Niiyan, the son of Soughfitchein, a youth not older than himself, for 
they were both minors at the death of their parents, to throw himself 
on the protection of Oung-Khaun the monarch of the Keraeit, whose 
capital was Kiirakorom ; and who is described, both in point of extent 
of territory, and of the numerous population subject to his authority, 
as the most potent and formidable of the Khauns ofTfirkestaun. 

With respect to the origin of this prince, and of the nation over 
whom he governed, we find it stated, that at a period more remote, 
there reigned among the Tartar tribes, a monarch who bad eight sons 
all of a black complexion, and who on account of their colour, received 
the appellation of Keraeit, or K&raeit — black fleshed. From this sable 
stock then, the subjects of Oung Khaim derived their origin. With res- 
pect to himself, he was called originally Toghrel, but this, as the name 
of a bird of ill omen, he is said to have changed, possibly at his acces- 
sion to sovereign power, into Oung Khaun ; which latter, as well 
as Beysouka, bornd by the father of Jengueiz, is here alleged to signi- 
fy, the prince of a single territory. His father's name was Kartchaur 
Koulu Beruk. We shall finally remark that this same Oung Kbaun 
is represented, by Petis de la Croix, as the Prester John of Asia of the 
Kestorian Christians, in the latter part of the twelfth century. 

A system of the closest amity had, at all events been cultivated, for 
many years, between this monarch and E^Cysouka Bahauder ; and Jen- 
gueiz,* on the demise of his father, had given every proof of a disposi- 
tion to continue it unimpaired. That which be was, by the pressure 
of his misfortunes now to give, was perhaps not the least ; and he was 
not deceived in his confidence. He experienced from the Khaun on his 
arrival, the most generous attention,with every testimony of favoramd 
esteem ; and bis followers met a reception equally benevolent and hu- 
mane. Jengueiz acquired, in a short time, by the superiority of his 
understanding, and by his sii^ular talents andsagacity, as well as by his 

* Althougk he did Bot assume t!t« title nfiti! liis solemo uaugoratioB, as kin? of kings, many 
jiar* subsequent to tbe present iwrMxl, this is tie laine bv wfiJelti aith the author, we stall 
kencefoiwaid cooimue to distiuguyi him, 
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amiable manners and aiFabilitv of deportment, the highest degree of 
confidence with his protector; who' was ultimately induced to entrust 
him with the management of the most arduous, and important concerns 
of hisgovernment, being in all cases-invariably directed by his opinion. 
During the period in which, under these circumstances, he resided 
under the protection of Oiing Khaun, he exhibited on a variety of oc- 
casions, the most distinguished proofs of extraordinary courage and 
ronsummate abilities. He brought to a triumphant issue the war, in 
which that monarch was involved with his brother Tchankh ; he van- 
quished Tourkein, the chief of thelMekrcit, or Merkeit, with his ally 
Toukta Beiggy ; and, much about the same period, the five hundred 
and seventy-eighth of the Hidjerah, at a place called Kiiytenn, he 
gained a memorable and signal victory, over the associated tribes of 
Tanjut, Saljut, Koukuraut, andJellaeir; notwithstanding the inter- 
vention of a dreadful snow-storm, which they are particularly described 
■to have brought on, through the influence of the Sung Yedduh, or lapis 
imbrifer. 

In short, at the expiration of about eight years, in which be conti- 
nued to serve with undiminished felicity and reputation, in the court 
and armies of Oung-Khaun, the splendid advancement, and daily in- 
creasing predominance of Jengueiz, at length excited the jealousy of 
his envious and nialignantrivals. Acomhination was privately fcfrmed 
to effect his destruction ; and it was for that purpose insidiously repre- 
sented to the Khau n, that his illustrious favorite aspired at independent 
power, or at least to obtrude himselfinto the succession, totheprfyu- 
dice of the princes of his own blood. But the man who distinguished 
himself beyond all others, in his exertions to hasten the destruction of 
Jengueiz, was Jamouka, the chief, or prince, of the Jajeraut His en- 
deavors proved, however, for some time unsuccessful ; until address- 
ing his applications to Sankoun, or Sankoum, the son of the Khaun, 
that prince was persuaded to associate in his hostile designs, and 
by repeated importunity, ultimately brought his father to coincide. 
A particular morning was now fixed upon, by OungKhaun, to attack 
the person of the obnoxious favorite, when he least suspected the dan- 
, ger to which he was exposed. But, the very day before the des^n 
Was to be carried into execution, one of the hostile chiefs happening to 
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make it the subject of a conversation with his wife, it was overheard a. H. 53W». 
by two youths of the name of Bata and Keshlek, who sat without the A. D. 
tent ; and who instantly flew to the camp of Jengueiz, to whom they Hal>eil>-us^ 
disclosed the circumstance of his danger. Under considerable alarm, 

Jengueiz entered into consultation with his faithful relative Khra- 
tchaur ; and ^ was determined on the spot to leave their tents standing, 
and to retire immediately, under cover of the night, to a station called 
Keflaltchein ; at thefootof some of the hills adjoining to the frontiersof 
Khatai, or northern China, there to await the »sue. 

In the course of tbe^same night, Oang Khaun approached the en- 
campment ofJengueiz at thchead of his troops, and observing the tents 
all standing, directed his archers to ply them with their arrows; until 
it was filially discovered that their quivers were exhausted in vain, 
and that the tents Ifad been previously abandoned by their inmates. 

The Khaun then hastened in pursuit of Jengueiz, whom he attacked 
in his post with equal obstinacy and animosity. The Moghul prince 
continued, however, and in spite of the vast disparity of his numbers, 
to defend himself until night-fell, when the combat mutually ceased. 
Jengapizavailedhimselfoftheop|)ortun|ty,andsifentIywitbdrewtotbiB 
fountain head,orlakeofBaIjoutab; where,att}|ier«commeniktionofthe 
prudent Karatchaur, he proceeded to enregister, for future approprjiate 
titlesunddignities, the wholeofhis gallant associates iifthe feteunequal 
conflict. Upon thetwoyoutlis in particular, who had soseasonably fore- 
warned him of his’ danger, he conferred the title of Tcrkhan ; expressly 
oiulaining, that their posterity for nine generations, should be exempted 
from all questions for their pfences, on the part of his sons and succes- 
sors. From thfse descended the whole of theTerkhj&ians who sub- 
sequently appeared, during the powetof the moparchs^pf the lines of 
lehgueizanaTeyuf&rjbothinKhprassaun andthe territory outheOxus. 

From the head of the lake Baljou tahj^ Jengueiz removed, at, a pjoper 
apportuhity, still nearer to the froiibiers of Khatai ; taking post on the 
oauksrrfa certain ri%er, supposed to be theKaramuran; theyellow river, 
iccording to a, note in Mr. Petis de la Croix’s history .*At a subsequent 
Period be, hastened, however,' with his little ^,>ndof fpur thousand six 
Iwndred warriors of tried experience, to; the station of Xawerd; froim 

t PosslWy K^nuBfuanitoaMhe numt urrmorU tl«. 
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A. H. 599. whence, for the purpose of amusing, or of laying his vigilance asleep, 

A. D. 1202. jjg dispatched his agents to solicit terms of peace from Oung Ehaun. 

Ildbeib-us- Jjj the process of time, however, after a series- of hostilities, which must 
liavebeen protracted under various circumstances, for aperiodof nineor 
ten years, and which, we are here briefl/told,, produced the utmost de* 
solation through the country of the Keraeit, he brought the army of the 
Khaun to agreat and decisivebattle. To'wards the closfeofthe conflict, the 
horse ofQungKhaunbeingkilledby an arrow, from thebowof lv.|ratchaui 
Nuyan, that monarch immediately mounted another, and accouipa- 
nied by his son Sankoan, made the best of his 4vay from the field of 
battle, tq the court of Tayaiig Khatin, the monarch of the Naymans ; by 
some of whose principal officers, he was shortly afterwards basely put 
to death. His son escaped for the presenf to the country of Kasbghtlr ; 
,to experience, however, at a subsequent period, a similar fate by tk 
hanJ of a chief of the tribe of Khili|e,»or GueUiteh,‘of thd 'name oi 
ICellidje Kufrah. , ,<v;, - , » ‘ 

Having thus finally triumiph^ ovef the armies of their sovereign, 
jengheiz found" no further difficulty in’ subjugating the whole natior 
of the Keiieit ; and heproceeded, in the five hundred and ninety fiinth 
of the Hidjerah, beihg then in thefprty ninth year of bis age, to seal 
himself, at the station of Thatqankohrah,* dn the throne qf the Sbauny .i 
and hence boldly displaying the standard of hispower,multitudes of th€ 
Mbghfll tribes submitted to his authority- This piece of informatidtt 
awakened the most inveterate spirit of hostility in t'ay&ng Khaun, th« 
SOB bf Eynaunje ICbaun, the prince, of monarch of the Naymaas j wk 
is here stated to have borne the name of Tauhku, uilrtil it was changec 
by the Khaun of Khatay, or sovereign, of Cliina, inta rayang Khaun 
alleged to si^ify, son of the Khaun. At all events, he determined tc 
employ*the resources, of a powerftll monarchy for ftiCimiiediate festh' 
patfon'’of the new sovlrei^h Vatjd for that jfufpbse* proceeded teas' 
semble a vast force, dis|^tei^ifig'to. every quarter of the land of the 
, Moghhls, to demaqd their co-dper^idn in the deSign. 

On the other hand, 'apprized of these'formidableqireparatidnsi Jen- 

i,; • ^ , j ‘ ^ 

' gneiz hastened to deliberate with his sons, and relatives, aqd prrajtrfph 
* 'Ameits, hn the means of opposing toe stonS,' His half brother DSb 
ime isiatio&'prohabiy near hh place 
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louty, embraced the opportunity of suggesting td Karatcbaur, that if A. H. coo. 

their sovereigu'wculd but inarch, to anticipate the attack of the enemy 

on his own territory, he would he responsible for the success of the Hakib-us' 

Sf*vr, 

measure* Jengueiz immediately subscribed to the plan; and in the 
middle of the latter Jummaudy of thd six hundredth of the Hidjerah* 
conducted his troops, accordingly, to seek the Khaun of theNaymans, 
in the heart of his own dominions. The adrerse monarch, who was, at 
the same time, the father in law of Jengueiz, had however already as- 
sembled his Bumefouslegions, and hastened to give battle to the i nvader. 

In the dreadful conflict which ensued, he was severely wounded ; and 
withdrawing his person to a pass in one of the neighboring mountains, 
some of his principal generals followKd, to in treat that he would re- 
sume his station in the field. But finding him deaf to their arguments, 
they returned wiUiouthim, and precipitated thengielves in despair upon 
the troops of Jengueiz ; among whom they’founda speedy and honorable 
death. When night came on, Tayang, with considerable difficulty, de- 
scended to the foot of the pass, and succeeded in conveying himself 
to a, place of safety. JJe died however before the conclusion of the 
*.year?%i»aon Kousliiult escaping toifb^oijntigof an uncle, xif ftie pame 
of Bfiyrfik. .: '*/* , ' , * ' 

,Jii the mean time thefollowers of Jimoukah, who wani3lered,|hr©ugh 
thejartarsolitudeslperpetuaily haras^d by his terrom of the vengeance 
of Jeiiguefe, seizild their unhappy lord, and delivered liim up to his 
successful rival. Foi^fiis piece of treason, and foul ingratitiide, the mis- 
.crcants were, by Jengueiz, deserv^ly punished with death ;.^aiid for 
his maliciodk ealufiiiDiesiwith Oung Kbaup, and the prince bis son^ 
Jatnoukah was himself immediately hacked to -These events 
were succeeded bythe entire submission ptfall theMoghill tribe#, tbafcof 
MebreitofMerkeit afoneexcepted, whSchwas undjer the authority of 
TouktaBeiggy. Againatthatnation, Jlngueiz now tumedhis victorious 
arms ? and, having at the very first onset put a period to the power of 
Toukta Beiggyllhaf prifiee and his son were also driven for protection 
to the court of Bfiyrfik, the brother of Tayang Khaun ; while their con- 
queror condniie4 his successful career into ib»a6untrv of Tanviieit. 
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A. fl. 602. known also by the name of Kashein, which he reduced to subjection 
A. D. 1206. }jjg ysual celerity. * 

habeib-us. gy the month of Rudjub ofthe six hundred and second of the Hid- 
jerah* when the sun should have attained to the mansion of its highest 
sublimity, in aries at the vernal equinox, and when the hills and plains 
should have arrayed themselves in nature’s loveliest robe, Jengueiz 
had given directions to prepare for a KouriltM, or general diet of the 
states of the empire, so called by theTartars. A prodigioius concourse,- 
consisting of his sons, and generals, and ofthe majority of the higher, 
with many ofthe lower classes from all parts of the Moghftl territory, 
assembled accordingly, at theappointed period , at the imperial residence. 
On this occasion, Jengueiz, -having caused the great white standard of 
nine degrees(or tails) to be erected,, presented himself on a magnificent 
throne under the shadow of it, and proceeded to extend to every rank 
of his admiring subjects, the most liferal proofs of his munificence. 
Ue was saluted byanunivers|lburst ofacclaraation and applause, from, 
the whole of ihenobility and grandeesof the empire ; not an individual ^ 
ofthe vast assembly omitting, at the same time, to offer before the throne 
, some token of allegiance, together with his vows for the prosperity 
and happiness of the monarch. In the midst „of this tumultuous 
agitation of zeal and joy, a Moghul devotee^ or enthusiast, generaliy 
known by the appellation of Bfit-tongry, but whose real name was 
Kouktchu, claimed the attention ot the assembly |and addressing the 
monarch on the throne, who had hitherto retaip^d his original name of 
Temijchin, expressed himself brjefly in these terms ; “ by the myster- 
“ ioiis authority which I possess, on Ten^tchlif, on hiesons, and on 
bis kindred, have I bestowed the whole surface ofthe globe ; henpe- 
forth therefore, no longer Temutehin, thy namebeJe«gjfmjSuila«».''”' 
The title is here expressly skid to signify, ShSihsb^han-rkingof kings j 
and it was immediately conitmed by a general' acclamation of the 
assembly. ,, ,, , ,, - 

Among other artifices, by which this enthtfeiast endeavored to impose 
upon the understanding of mankind, hepretetided to possess, the secret 
of diying into their inmost thoughts ; that he had, on several occasiops^ 
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ascended to the skiessandtliathespokefromtlicsupernaturalkninvledgs 
acquired in liis visits among the stars in their constellations. But, 
although sufficiently aware of the grossiiess of the imposition, Jen- 
gueiz did not on that day conceive it expedient either to check, or 
molest the proceedings of the impostor. Some time afterwards, how- 
ever, the sameBnt-tongry discovering certain symptoms of an aspiring 
ambition, which ill became the sanctity which he professed, and obtrud- 
ing upon Jajy Kessaur, the brother of Jengueiz, som3 inquiries of a 
nature beyond his properconcero, that chief, without ceremony, seized 
him by the throat, and dashed him with such violence against the earth, 
that he never rose, or spoke again. It is moreover added, on the tes- 
-timony of the Jammia-ul-towaurikh, that this But, or perhaps Buhd- 
tongry was,bya second husband, the son of Oulun Aykah, the widowof 
Beysouka Bahauder, and mother of the immortal Jengueiz ; that he 
had rendered himself equally insensible to the effects of heat and cold ; 
and that ho was thus capableof sitting naked without apparent incon- 
venience in the midst of ice and snow; and, finally, that he had fixed 
his abode on a solitary mountain" called Outan karvan, and that he 
disdained to solicit the means of existence from any human being. 

On the dissolution of the KburiltM, at which he may have promul- 
gated the y^aussa, or code of laws, detailed in the 6th chapter of Petis 
de laCroix’s respectable history, Jengueiz hastened to carry his designs 
into execution, against Buyrouk, the brother of TayangKhaun; whom 
he suddenly attacked, defeated, and killed, on the plains, or hunting 
grounds of Ulugh, or Alughtauk. Koushluk, the nephew of the van- 
quished monarch, in company with Toukta Beiggy, theKhaun of the 
yiekreit, ; betook himself to flight on the fall of his relative. The fu- 
gitives w'cre, however, pursued, and overtakenby Jengueiz, at Erdeish, 
(not tbe Irtish) where Toukta Beiggy was killed ; but Eoushltlk again 
contrived to escape, and claim tbe protection of Gurkbaun, a mon- 
arch of whom more hereafter; and it was at this conjuncture that the 
prince of Eyghur, who bore the title of Eidykout, the lord of power, 
or ruling prince, impressed by the reports which continually reached 
him, ofthe invincibleprowess and surpassingmqgnificence of Jengueiz, 
suddenly threw off the authority of Gflrkhann ; and hastened to join, 
and solicit an alliance with tile Moghfil monarch, who received him 
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A. H. 607 . with distinguished kindness, and ultimately bestowed u^onhlm, one 

A. D. 1210. of jjjg daughters in marriage. 

Habeib-us- The animosities which had so. frequently broke out between the 
Khaugans of tb e Moghhl tribes, and the monarchs of K hatii, or north- 
ern China, ^ although composed by temporary cessation, were never- 
theless in a state of perpetual effervescence ; and now that, in the 
oriental strain, his armies might be said to out-number the drops in 
rain, Jengueiz considered, perhaps, that they could not be better em- 
ployed than in avenging the wrongs of his country by the subjugation 
of that powerful monarchy. This enterprize he therefore determined 
to undertake without further delay ; but, he first ofall thought it expe- 
dienttodispatcboneofhisoldestofiicerSjOfthenameofJaufferKhaujah,, 
equally distinguished for his commanding eloquence and sagacity of 
mind, to convey to Altan, or Altun Khaun, which appears at this pe- 
riod to have been a title generally borne by the Chinese emperors, a 
formal demand of allegiance and tribute. The Khhtayan monarch is 
described to have received the message with equal indignation, and 
disdain. He desired that it might be made known to the arrogant 
and haughty J engueiz, that the dominions over which he governed, had 
hitherto never, been polluted by the footsteps of a foreign adversary j 
that it behoved him to make an estimate widely different, between the 
monarch of a powerful empire, and the uncivilized and undisciplined 
Moghhls, against whom his enterprizes had hitherto been solely di- 
rected ; and be admonished him to beware of drawingupon himself, a 
train of calamities and vengeance, of which it was impossible that he 
could form the slightest conception. But, if in spite of every suggestion 
of prudence, he was still determined to tempt his. fate, by approaching 
the provinces under his authority,he should infallibly experience to liis 
cost, what a numerous, and victorioussoldiery was capable of achieving. 

When the obvious result of his embassy had been communicated, by 
Jauffer Khaujah, to Jerigneiz, that moharch, as appears to have been 
his practice on all extraordinaiy occasions, ascended a lofty eminence ; 
‘and there loosing the '^fdle from his waist, and easting it roand hia 

' ^Kliaeiliis the name applied, \Wlh great aj^aent propriety, by De la CroB, to tlie- 
seven nortbem provinces of China ; as that of Mangi, (piere Mtcheiu, is to the nine southern 
provinces. ' ' ' 



neck, in' the humblest terms implored the Almighty to crown his efforte A. 'H, ears. 
with victory. He remained on the same spot, engaged in supplication A- D.igio-i i, 
for several days and nights ; but descending at last to resume the func- HabeiiKusr 
tions of his power, and having set apart a body of troops for the 
defence of the Ourdu, or principal seat of government at Karakorum, 
he finallyproceeded at the head of the main body of the army, towards 
the Khatayan territory. Soon afterwards penetrating the frontier of 
the empire,* he subdued with surprising rapidity the country of Jour- 
anjet, containing, as it is said, the incredible population of seventy 
thousand toman ns, of ten thousand each (the former would make 
seven hundred millions, the latter the rather moremoderate aggregate 
ofseventy millions) ; and he added to his conquests by the reduction of 
many other great and flourishing cities. 

Altan Khaun, on intelligence of this formidable invasion, with an 
army such as, for multitude, the blue firmament with its thousand eyes, 
had hitherto never before contemplated, now advanced from the me- 
tropolis of Tchengdu, orTchengtu (for it would be difficult to give, 
from the - original, the precise orthography of this and many other 
Chinese and Tartar names which occur in the history )j' and took post 
at the head of one of the passes of his country. He detached, how- 
ever, some of his generals with a force sufficiently numerous more in 
advance ; both to observe the frontiers of the province, and, as opportu- 
nity occurred, to harass and annoy the Moghfils. The division thus 
employed receiving unexpected information, that Jengueiz, after forc- 
ing one of the cities in the neighborhood, was at this moment engaged 
-without suspicion of danger, in dividing the booty, tlieCbiuesegeneralh 
conceived it to l>e one of the opportunities, of Which they had him 
instructed to avail themselves ; and they hastened by as expeditious i 
movement as possible to take the enemy by surprise. They Were so far 
successful, as to come upon the Moghfils while they were preparing 
one of their meals ; but the ever-active Jengueiz, mounting his horse 
in person on the first alarm, and directing his soldiers to reverse their 

*De la Cr£>is states, that the great gate !a the Chinese wall, the Sedd-e-YaJuje of the 
Arabs, was betrayed to hiiubj Alacous, the Khaonof Ai^out. T!ie wall is not evea mea- 
lioned by our author, uLieh seems rather extrarwdkary. It b, howe«e», to be observed, 
that Acankolt is the name assigned by some writa-s to the same vrail. 

tit will be found, in a subsequent part of the work, that this city lay somethkgto the 
Dorthward of fhcBioilcm metropolis of Khaun-haligh, or Cambalu, or Fekin. 

VOL. II. 3 5 



A. H. fi08. 
A. D. 1211. 

Habeib-us- 

sejir. 


m 

cooking utensils and take to their swords, immediately assailed the 
Khatayan troops ; who gave way at the very first onset, and were de- 
feated with extensive loss. 

la the great battle which was soon afterwards fought between Jen- 
gueiz, and the Khatayan monarch in person, the Moghhls were as 
usual triumphant; Allan Khaim flying in dismay to his capital, whi- 
ther he was immediately pursued by his conqu.eror. In this extre-. 
mity, the Khatayan deliberated with his ministers and principal generals, 
the names of three of whom, Kiouking, Dioungshah, andTcheingsang, 
unequivocally bespeak their Chinese identity, as to the measures 
which he should adopt to repel the danger. Tcheingsang declared for 
a temporary accommodation with the invader; and that, if he cpuld 
be prevailed upon to withdraw to his own country, means might easily 
be devised to repair the losses, of whatever magnitude, sustained by 
the invasion.. This plan met with the approbation of Altan Kliaun ! 
by whom an embassy was immediately dispatched to open a negocia- 
tion for peace with Jengueiz, and to make him an offer of his daughter 
Kebkhur, orKenjar, (the Kubcou Catune, or Khfitun, of De la Croix,) 
for his bride. The Moghul monarch, from some motive of present 
convenience, agreed to a treaty of peace; and, accompanied by the 
Chinese princess, soon afterwards withdrew to his own territories. 
Altan Khaun is stated upon this to have consigned the government 
ofTchengdfi, and that part of his dominions,- to oncof thp^' princes his 
sons, aided by a council of some of the most distinguished Ameirs of 
the; empire, and to have retired himself to Tayming ; a noble city, which 
had been erectedby hisfather,and which, in loftiness and extent, seemed 
to rival the stupendous vault of heaven. On the authority of the Jara- 
mia-rashidy, and of-t'he preliminary to the, zufiuruaraah of the Yezdian, 
we are further informed that this was a city of forty farsangs, or leagues, 
ill circumference; that it, was defended by three prodigious ramparts; 
and that it was washed on one side by a vast river, of such a. breadth 
^eed, that it occupied an entire day, with the utmost exertion, in 
the ‘vessels which navigated the stream, to cross it and return fronii 
one |)ank to the other. It is, moreover, stated to have been supplied, 
iipi equal ahundaqce, with all the fruits indigenous to both warm and 
cold climates. 
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On the removal of Altan Khaim, however, to a remoter part of his A. If. 6O8-I0. 
dominions, that which he seems to have abandoned soon became a A-P.iaia-u - 
prey to the most alarming disturbances and disaffection ; great numbers 
of the military chiefs, with their followers, displaying at the same time 
the standard of insurrection and revolt, and disseminating the baneful 
influenceoftheir disloyalty and treason, throughout the whole of north- 
ern China. Thus circumstanced, the son of the Khaun found himself 
constrained to resign the government of Tchengdu to its fate, and he 
withdrew from the surrounding convulsions, to join the person of his 
father ; and intelligence of the forsaken situation of the metropolis of 
Rhatai, being early conveyed to Jenguej2, by the agentof Aboukah the 
governor of Jurjah, supposed to be the peninsula of Corea, together, 
with assurances of his master's allegiance and attachment, Mangu, and 
Samoukah, two Ameirs, or commanders of tomauns, were immediately 
appointed, at the head of a competent force, to resume on the part of 
the Moghul monarch, the conquest d the country south of the wall 
of China. 

These two generals appeared in due time before Tcbengdd, of which 
they immediately formed thesiege; and it employedtbeir exertions and 

vigilance toa protracted period, until, indeed, tberesourcesofthegarrisoa 

became entirely exhausted. In this extremity, the besieged ventured 
to apprize their sovereign, in his new capital, of the situation to which 
they had been reduced ; and a numerous convoy under the direction 
of a chief of the name of Bouteksbhi, and three other Ameirs, was dis- 
patched with all expedition to their relief ; each of the soldiers and 
followers carrying three measures- ofgmiQi. for the supply of thegarrison. 

When it reached a place called Seyniug-, or some such name, the con- 
voy was however intercepted by a body of the Jengueiziah troops.; 
who suffered the escort to pass, but took care to disencumber them of 
the invaluable supply for the garrison, of which they were in charge, 
la despair at the circulation of this disastrous intellige&ce-among their 
followers,; two- of the Chinese commanders, Kiou Keinsr, aiwlTcfaeino-- 
«ang, destroyed themselves by poison ; the others effected thdr escape 
to Tayming ; and these circurpstances were followed by the immediate: 
submission of the capital, and the whole oi the Ehatayan territory. 

S ft A 
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'A. II. ffio. On intelligence of tins pratlrgioua acquisition, en ofBcei? of ttie irame 
of Konku Niiyan, proceeded by order of Jengueiz,.toTcbengdu,.tocon- 
Ilabeib-us- ygy |.q K^rakorum the long accumulated treasures' of the Khatayan 
monarch ; which, in specie beyondall estimate ofnumbers, and incostly 
effects without measure, together with the individual, who as treasurer 
had been fdrmerly vested with the inestimable charge, were now trans- 
ported entire to the presence of Jengueiz ; by whom, with his charac- 
teristic liberality, the whole was immediately distributed on the spot, 
to his armies. The subjugation of Khatay appears to have been com- 
pleted in the six hundred and tenth, or eleventh of the Hidjerah ; soon 
after wdiich, returning from the frontier ofliis new conquests to his own 
capital, the Moghul monarch consigned the final settlement of the 
conquered countries, to iMogbuly Guyang of the tribe of Jcilaeir. 

Having enjoyed a short interval of repose, the attention of Jeiiguei? 
was next employed to carry into execution the design, which he had 
probably for some time had in view, of extinguishing the rival ambi- 
tion ofKoushlhk,princeoftheNaymans, and of subjugatingthe Kiruk- 
hatayan nation with whom he had taken refuge. Before he proceeds, 
however, to record the events of this expedition, the author supplies 
ns with the following curtailed account of the people who were the 
ultimate object of it. A short time previous to the period under con- 
sideration, the Khrak htayans were go verned by the last ofaline of princes; 
to whom, for reasons similar to those which had bestowed upon the 
fflonarchs of Northern China that of Altan Khaun, they assigned the 
general titleofGbr Khaun. Theirancestorswereindeedgenuine Khhtay- 
ansofthemostdistinguished class; eighty individuals of whom, together 
with their kindred and dependents, comprising in the whole a numer- 
ous population, some time previous to thebirth of Jengueiz,- had eraigrat- 
edfrom their native country, and appeared on the confines of Kerkeif, or 
Cfequir, north of the peninsula of Corea; but. meeting with opposition 
■fifom the iiihabitants ofiKerkeir, they passed thence to the territory of 
Eymil^ where they erected aconsiderable city. This becamethe resort of 
the most warlike of the Tartar tribes ; of whom a Colony of four thous*- 
•asd families was induced not long afterwards, to settle in the vicinity. 

4^ this particular period the city of Bahisaughun, called by the 
Moghhls; Aghfi or Oghfibauligh-^the city of beauty, or the, beautiful 
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€ity» was Governed by a Kbaun of the race of Afrausiab; whose vreat- 
ness exposing him to the cupidity of the neighboring tribes, the fron- 
tiers of his country were perpetually plundered and laid waste, and in 
particular, by the Kereik and Kankuly Tartars. To relieve himself 
from these repeated aggressions, the prince of Baksaushun determined 
to call in the assistance of the chief of the Karakliatayans, who had 
already assumed the titleofGurkhaun ; and whom heaccordingly soli- 
cited, through bis agent, to come and put himself in possession of 
Balasaughdn, and avenge his injuries on the predatory aud hostile tribes. 
The Gurkhaun did not require much solicitation ; he hastened to Bala 
saughdn, divested the imbecile prince of his hereditary authority, and 
transferred it to himself, with the title of Eylek Tiirkman or, more pro- 
bably, Turkan. He then directed his resources to the subjugation of 
all the tribes that might prove hostile to his government; after which, 
he further extended his conquests by the reduction of Kasbghar and 
Khoten southwards, and, ultimately, by the submission ofseveraloftbe 
petty princes of Mawur-un-neher and Ferghanah, westward to the 
Oxus. It was the same monarch who opposed, and defeated Sultan 
Sunjurof the race of Selj6k, about the five hundred and thirty sixth 
of the Hidjerah, as noticed on a former occasion. 

On the death of this able monarch, his authority appears to have 
devolved to his widow whose name was Guyang, or Kuloun, for it is 
written both Ways in the same line ; and she was cheerfully obeyed 
by the nation, so long as she continued to deport herself as a chaste 
and virtuous matron., But the moment she suflfered herself to be led 
away by her voluptuous propensities, the K&rakhatayans did not scru- 
ple to cut her off, together with the associate of her pleasures ; and to 
transfer the authority aud title of Ghrkhaun, to the brother of their late 
sovereign. 

Between the second of tbeGfirkhauns, and the kings of Khaurezm, 
occurred those transactions of alternate peace and war recorded, in a 
fornpter page ; and it was to him that Kousbluk the prince of the Nay- 
mans fled for protection, on the death of his uncle BHyrhk KhauiMand 
tlie fall of Toukta Be-ggy; and the kindand hospitable reception w’hich 
' the fugitive experience on the occasmo> was: succeeded by an union 
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with the daughter of the Karakhatayan. All which was but iU^requited 
in the sequel. 

While Jengueiz was absenton his expedition against KhataijKoush- 
luk availed himself of the opportunity to represent to his father in law, 
that his hereditary subjects, theNaymans,hadbeeoleft too long to wan- 
der, like sheep without their shepherd ; and that if the proposal met 
with his approbation, the friend on whom he had conferred such lasting 
obligations, would now undertake to collect them together, and con- 
duct them to the service of his benefector. The Giirkhaan too easily 
and imprudently acceded to the insidious proposal ; and immediately 
dismissed the Nayman, loaded with distinction and favor, to carry his 
design into execution. Koushluk conveyed himself without accident 
to the country of his birth, and was joined,, as soon as his arrival be- 
came known, by the whole force of the Nayman tribes and not long 
afterwards by the prince of tlie Mekreit, who embraced the opportu- 
nity of repairing to his standard. Finding himself at the head of a 
powerful army, instead of avenging himself on the adversaries of his 
family, Koushluk, in violation of every tie of friendship and hospita- 
lity, proceeded without scruple, to plunder and lay waste the terri- 
tory of his father in law. And, as if determined toensure the destruc- 
tion of his benefactor beyond the possibility of failure, he dispatched 
to Sultan Mahommed the Khaurezmian-, the message described in a 
former chapter ; inviting bimtoattack tbe-Khrakhatayanfrom the west- 
ward while- be continued hostilities, against him from the east: and 
stipulatingi asakeady observed, that if the Khaurezmian wasforemost 
in his successfulexertions todestroy the power of the common enemy, 
■he should compensate himself by taking possession of Kashghhr and 
Khoten ; on the other hand, if success, first dawned on the arms of the 
Nayman, Sultan Mahommed should cede to him the whole of thecoun try 
westward ofTikkestaiin, to the Seyhun or river of Finauket.. 

In conformity with the plan of operations thus proposed, the Kkrakha- 
tayan found himself shortly afterwards exjmsed to two- formidable 
attacks op opposite quartepsofliisdomiBions. TheNayiaa8,who.pressod 
■ to the scene of action before his ally,was, however, defeated ;after.'which 
succeeded the battle between Gfokhaun.and the Khaurezmian, already 
lefetred to in which either wing of the contending armies havingbeea 
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beaten, either through the treachery or miscontlucl of the sepahbud, or A. H. oiMi. 

commander, of the Kabiidjainahgan, or bines, on the side of Shltan A. D. I2i4.i a» 

JIahoramed, both ultimately separated without claiminEr the victory. Hui»?ib-u> 

* " . * sc\ r* 

But, on returning to his capital of Balasaughun on this occasion, the 

inhabitants tired of the yoke of the Karakhatayans, and expecting that 

the Khaurezmians were in close pursuit, at once shut their gates in the 

face of the Ghrkhaun ; and proceeded to assail his person with darts 

and stones, and every species of annoyance that the most determined 

hostility could have devised. The monarch prepared without delay to 

reduce them to their allegiance; and at the expiration of sixteen days, 

succeeded in carryingtheplacebyassault, and tosignalizehisvengeunce, 

immediately gave orders for a general massacre of the inhabitants. In 

consequence of this, during three days and three nights, for which the 

slaughter was continued, forty seven thousand of the most distinguished 

individuals in Balasaughun, were put to the sword. 

Such were the circumstances of the Khatayan monarch, when, his 
treasury being entirely emptied by the expences of the war, an opu- 
lent courtier, apprehensive of a claim upon his own wealth, suggested 
to him the expedient of calling upon his officers, as an equivalent for 
his disbursements, to deposit the plunder, which they had amassed 
during the campaign, in the hands of the treasurer of state. To this 
unpopular measure theGurkhaun unfortunately gave his assent; and it 
hastened the crisis of his destruction. His captains, obtaining intelli- 
gence of what was in agitation, alternately withdrew from court under 
various pretexts, and excited, in different quarters, a general spirit of 
disaffection, and revolt against his government. The Xaman prince, 

Koushluk, hastened to avail himself of the general discontent ; and 
like a sudden and unexpected calamity appeared, at the bead of his 
followers, within the walls of Balasaughun, of which he became imme- 
diately master ; the aged monarch, deprived of friends, and resources* 
presenting himself, in a posture of silent and humble resignation, before 
the throne of his ungrateful betrayer. Affecting, however, to be 
shocked at this public and striking proof of the inconstancy of fortune, 

Koushluk caused him, in appearance, to be treated with respect and 
tenderness ; although he seized, without cerempsy, on every article of 
his property, whether treasure or cattle, moveable or immoveable. 
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Gdlrkhaun survived his degradation for a period of two years ; at j?he 
end of which, and at the advanced age of ninety five he died, after an 
aileered reign of eighty two years. This appears liowever to be an in- 
consistency ; and probably refers to the entire duration of the existence 
of this dinasty, which expired with him. 

Having thus attained the climax of his usurpations, Koushluk pro- 
ceeded in a short time to extend his dominion to the countries of 
i\lmauligh,* Kashgh^r, and Khoteii,'|“ signalizing his government by 
every species of oppression, rapacity, and violence. In his religion he 
is described as a rank and inveterate idolater, while his consort profes- 
sed the doctrines of the Messiah. Hence themalignity, with which 
they are both' accused of having persecuted the advocates of the Ma- 
hoinmedan dispensation. The memory of Koushluk was however 
rendered particularly odious, because he condemned a distinguished 
Mussulman doctor, of the name of Alla-ud-dein Mahommed.-ul-Hus- 
seny, to be crucified at the door of his own college, for having success- 
fully vindicated the tenets'of his belief, and retorted upon the tyrant . 
the abuse with which he had presumed to treat the name of his pro- 
phet; a circumstance which, at the same time, might inspire some doubt 
as to the justice of that obloquy, to which the historian seems disposed 
to consign the memory of this prince, and his consort. . 

In the mean time, his ally the prince of Mekreit, or Merkeit, on some 
disgust, separated from the Nayinau, and. retired among the tribes of 
Keptchauk ; and Jengueiz, apprized of the sudden and unexpected 
accession ter power of Koushluk, hastened to adopt those measures 
which mightmosteffectiially bring ittoa termination. J ubbah, or Hub- ' 
baliNuyaD^: with several tomauns, was inimediatcly directed to march 
westward, in order to disconcert the designs of the successful fugitive. 
Koushluk wasatthisperiodemployedintheterritoryofKasbgharjwbich 
he however abandoned, the moment he found thafthe MoghilJ general 
was arrived on the frontier. Hubbah Niiyan was accordingly suffered 

* Said to liwiu ftesarae degree wjtb'Kaslighar,44 north 
1 In 42 degrees of north latitude. 

iThis name is pointed Mbsh, throughout the manuscript; but as it is in most Em*- 
peau writer? laid down as Hubbah, we shall abide bj the latter. 
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to take possession of Kashghar* without the slightest resistance ; and A. S. cio-is, 
he caused it to be immediately proclaimed through the streets, and A. D- icio- iu. 
market-places, that every person should quietly adhere to the religion Habeib-us- 
of his forefathers, without presuming to molest or interfere with that 
of his neighbours ; but that the followers of Kousliluk were to be put 
to death wherever they were to be found. The Mahommedans were 
thus relieved from the persecution of their odious oppressors ; and a 
division of the Moghul troops proceedinginpursuitofKoushluk, cut to 
pieces every living being, of the Nayman nation, that fell in their way. 

The prince escaped, however, into the mountainous region of Badukh- 
sbaun: betaking himself, in the perplexity of his fears, to the deep glen, 
or pass, of Saureg-koul, to which there was, unfortunately for him, no 
opposite egress. Some hunters who frequented these mountains in 
pursuit of game, were easily engaged by the Moghhls, on a promise 
that the lives of the captives should be spared, to seize and deliver up 
tothem,the!Naymans who were flying from their vengeance. Koushluk, 
andhis remaining followers were accordingly surrounded by the hunters, 
and soon afterwards taken and consigned to the mercy of their pur- 
suersjbywhom the bead oftheNayman prince was instantly struck off, 
and conveyed to their general. 

Subsequent to these events, according to our author, Ju.iy,f or 
Tchutchy, or Tushy Khaun, as he is frequently denominated, the 
eldest of the sons of Jengueiz, was employed in Keptchek, or Kep- 
tchaiik, to extinguish the last surviving spark of Tartar independence, 
in the prince of Mekreit, T&keina, or Yukeina.orTufikaun, (such is 
the uncertainty of the manuscript) the successor of Toukta Beggy, 
who had retreated into that country, on his separation from the prince 
cf the Nay mans ; and there his career, together with the destiny of his 
nation, was early decided, by the exertions ofthe Moghul prince, who 
then returned to join his father. 

* In the44fh Jegree of latitude, and and of longitude, east of Greenwich. M. Sharven- 
feldt, masterof the ceremonies to the king of Swwlen, being at Paris in 169J, assured Mr. 

Petis de la Croix, that be bad read in the ancient annals of Sweden, that tbe Swedes took 
tlicir ori^il from Kasbglrlr, Vide liistory of Ger^bizcan the great, p. 116, in tbe notes. 

f Born when Lis father sras in tbe filieeutfa year of bis age : the name signifies, hepjsiljf 
aritfd. Vide ]>c la Croix's hUtQiy of Geogbkean. 
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A. II. 012-1.5. Being at leisure from his conquests, and having amply satiated his 
A. D. 1216-18. vengeanceon his enemies, in theeastern and northern part of the Asiatic 
Habeib-us- eoiitinent, Jengueiz now finally resolved on his expedition against the 

SC\T« ^ 

^ ’ dominions of Sultan Stiahommed of Khaurezm; from whom, in the 
murder of the defenceless merchants, and subsequently of hisembassa- 
dors, atOtraur,as formerly described, he had received the inostwanton^ 
and atrocious provocation. Before we conduct him, however, on 
bis memorable and sanguinary career, it may be useful to insert, from 
de la Croix’s history, a sketch of the state of Asia, at the period of this 
fearful irruption. 

“The Indians,” adverting to the nations of Hindustaun, “ were go-- 
“ verned by many kings, the most powerful of whom was the king of 
“ the Patans (at Dehly). The southern China, which was called 
“ Mangi, had its particular monarch ; and the northern, that is to say 
“ Cathay, was under the Moguls, as were also both the Tartarys, the 
“ eastand north, withagreatpartofthe west, and ofTiir^uresIff?*. The 
“ Sultan Mehemed possessed also several parts of Turqucstaun, and 
“ all Transoxiana ; besides which he was master of the best part of 
“ the empire of Persia, called by the Persians /raw .* and all the Coras- 
“ sane, all the frontiersof India, the country of the 3fedcs, which was 
“ caWed Azerbijana, and the Persian Hircania, otherwise called Irac 
“ Ageini, were dependent upon him. The ancient Persia called Pars, 
“of which Sdiirazyras the capital, and several other provinces, lived 
“ under his government. In a word, the sovereigns of the ancient em- 
“ pires of Persia, and the 31edcs and Parthians, were almost all become- 
“ subject to him, and paid him tribute. 

“ Georgia and the countries adjacent had their own particular princes 
“ who were independent. As for the great Armenia, its king paid tri-. 
“ bute to the king of Carizme. The Califf Nasser reigned in Bagdad, 
“over Chaldea, otherwise called Irac Araby,'ovex a part of Mesopo- 
“ famia, the three Arabics, and some other countries of Persia. The 
*^Atabeqvite princes of Mousel, improperly called Niniveh, the des- 
“ cendants of the great Noureddin prince of Syria, possessed almost 
all the rest of Mesopotamia ; but the civil rvars caused by the mino- 
“ rity of Nassereddia and by ambition held these princes in arms one 
■“ against another. At this time the successors of Saladhi were also 



4m 

‘^very powerful, one part of Syria had submitted to them, and Egypt 
** acknow ledged them for sorereigns. 

“ The Sultans of /coma of the third branch of the Seljukides, go- 
“ verned m Asia minor, or An&tolia, which the orientals call Bilad- 
erroiim, that js the country of the new Romans ; Azzeddin Keicaous 
“ reigned there. The sceptre of the empire of Constantinople, which 
“ as yet bore sway in some parts of Asia, was at this time in the hands 
“ of the French, who had made themselves masters of it, A. D. 1203. 
Heg. 601. 

“ The C hristian affairs i n Palestine were at this time in a very ill posture ; 
they had lost the city and kingdom of Jerusalem, which, with many 

“others, were taken from them by Saladin A. D. 1187 Heg, 553. 

and there remained in their hands but some few places, as the city of 
Acre ox Ptolemais which Philip Augustus king of France, aided by 
“ Richard king ol England had conquered, according to the account of 
“ TVilliarn otTpre, in 1 191 or 1 igo. As also the city of Tprus,CiBsarea, 
“ and m Syria. This waspretty near the state of affairs in Asia 
“ at the time of theMoghuls irruption in 1 218 and 1219. While Lewis 
>‘the son of Philip Augustus, according to Calvisius, was employed 
“ against the Aibdgenses*”. History of Genghizcan the great, p" p. 
156, 157. 

*H€aiy Illd was^ kbg of England. 


A. H. 615. 
A, D. 1218- 

Pttis (le la 
Croix. 
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CHAP. XI. 

A. H. 015-17. j^OHE time in the sis hundred and fifteenth of the Hidjerah, hrr 
■ , ' " i,..' O armies beingassembled,and his preparations complete, Jengueiz set 
^ his countless myriads in motion westward, for the territory on the 
banks of the J eyhun ; by n route wliich, together with the period con- 
sumed in the march, the author has entirely omitted to determine. On 
his arrival, however, in the neighborhood of Olrnwy* on the banks of 
theSeyhAn,or Jaxartes,in theforty-fourdi degree of latitude, andabout 
the sixty third of longitude, he consigned the siege of that place to 
his second and third sons, Tcheghatay, and Ouktay ; and detaching 
his eldest son, Jfijy, towards Jund on the one hand, andAlak NAyan, 
towards Finauket, and Khojend on the other, he proceecj,ed himself, 
accompanied by his fourth and favorite son, TAly Kbaujah, by the 
orientals entitled, by way of eminence, UlAghNAyan— <7t<j great Amm, 
on the way towards Bokhara. 

Appearing unexpectedly before the walls of Zarbouk, or ZarnAk, 
the inhabitants ventured to shut their gates against him, with the 
generous design of defending themselves, while they had arms in their 
hands ; but being dissuaded from their purpose, by the intervention 
and arguments of a Mahommedan chief in the service of Jengueiz, 
whose name was Daneshmund, they ultimately forbore hostilities, and 
wereadmitted to somespecies ofcapitulation by the Mogh&l conqueror. 
Theirwallswerehoweverlevelledwith the ground, and their young men 
compelled to attend the army ; which now proceeded to Nur, a city 
between Samarkand and Bokhara, which submitted on similar terms. 
But, in this instance, the inhabitants were sternly admonished, for the 
future, to confine themselves to lesS perilous, and humbler habits of 

* It is also obvious to remark, that the author has omitted to notice the action which 
took place on the march to tlie S^yhdn, between tlie Khaurezmian Shltan/and a division of 
the Moghhl army under Jfijy KLaun,as mentioned in the history of the kings of Khaurezm; 
butin which, according to de la Croix, Jengueiz commauded in person. 
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life-~to the employments of husbandry, and the care of their flocks and A. H. 617. 
herds ; for that their dwellings and all they contained, were to be im- A. D- 1‘2-20. 
mediately resigned to spoliation. They were not in a condition to Ha^^b-us- 
resist ; arid all that belonged to them became, accordingly, the prey of 
the Mogbrils. J engueiz now proceeded without obstacle to Bokkdra ; 
in the neighborhood of which he is here said to have encamped, in the 
early part of the six hundred and fourteenth of the Hidjerah. In the 
summary prefixed to his reign by the author, he is however stated to 
have quitted K^akorum in the 6l5th, and to have reached Bokhara in 
the commencement of the CiTth of the Hidjerah ; to this latter date 
we shall take the liberty of adhering. 

This celebrated city, lying, according to de la Croix, in the fortieth 
degree of north latitude, and about a day’s journey north-east of the 
Oxus, is alleged to derive its name from a similar word, signifying in 
the language of the Magians, or ancient Persians, the mart, or empo- 
rium of the sciences ; and it is, indeed, at the period under consider- 
ation, described to have been the resort of science, learning, and gc- 
nius, fromeveryquarterof theoriental world. But,whateveritssplendor 
and renown, it was now destined, like thegem in his signet, to be on 
all sides enclosed by the countless host of Jengueiz. Nevertheless, 
on the very first night of its investiture, the Khaurezmian ganison, to 
the number of twenty or thirty thousand, under three of their generals, 
attempted to surprise the camp of the Moghuls. But as the guards 
of the besiegers, like the unslumbering fortune of their sovereign, were 
ever on the watch, the design was frustrated, and the greater part of 
those employed to carry it into execution, cut to pieces. The ensu- 
ing day, divesting themselves of all idea of further resistance, the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of Bokhka threw open the gates, and in all their 
classes, proceeded to implore the mercy of Jengueiz. 

Immediately mounting his horse, the Moghul monarch now entered 
the devoted city j and approaching the principal mosque, struck with 
its splendid appearance, demanded, if that was the palace of the Sultan. 

Being answered in the negative, and that it was, on the contrary, an 
edifice consecrated to the worship of the supreme God, he introduced 
himself, nevertheless, mounted as he Was, into the interior of the build- 
ing; and proceeded without cheekiag' the reins of his bridle, uatilhe 



m 


A. H. ftl7. 
A. D. 1-220. 

Habeib-uS' 

s^r. 


came to the mcksnrali, or more sacred part. Here he dismounted, and 
ascendingthe steps of the mumber, or pulpit, there seated himself with 
the utmost unconcern, cooly giving orders to his soldiers. The most 
essential of these was, since the adjacent plains were entirely destitute 
of forage of every description, that they were not to lose a moment, to 
secure provender for their'horses. The Mogh6ls proceeded, accord- 
ingly, to throw open the doors of the magazines and granaries. 
They scattered abroad the sacred sections of the Korkn, from the cof- 
fers in which they were deposited, and applied them , instead of straw, 
as litter for their horses; and after this, they compelled the venerable 
Sheikhs, and doctors of the law of Mahommed, to hold their chargers 
by the bridle, while they proceeded to circulate the goblet, and to divert 
themselves with the barbarous strains of their Moghul music. 

In the mean time, Jengueiz repaired at his leisure to^ the Eidgkh, (the 
edifice generally erected without the walls of the town for the cele- 
bration of the principal festivals) wlrere be had directed the whole 
population of Bokhara to be assembled to receive his commands. As- 
cending the tribunal, he first addressed himself in prayer to the most, 
high ; after which, having expressed himself Jin terms of severe re- 
proach against the Shltan of Khaurezih, he thus concluded. “Men 
“ of Bokhara ! you have been guilty of enormous crimes ; hence the 
“ wrath of God,of whose vengeance I am the instrntneat, hath employ- 
“ ed me against yon. Of all the property of this city that is visible, 
“ it would be needless to require an account. That which I demand 
“ is the unreserved, and immediate surrender ofall that lies concealed.” 
The opulent inhabitants hastened, in consequence, to place at the dis- 
cretion of their conquerors, tlie whole of their treasures, and effects of 
every denomination ; which were taken possession of without abate- 
ment, and yet without the application of the torture in any instance 
to force a discovery. But, an order having been early issued by Jen- 
gueiz., that the adherents of the king of Khaurezm should be entirely 
expelled the city ; and, it being unhappily discovered that many per- 
sons of this description had found protection with the inhabitants, the 
kidigr^tion of the vindictive monarch was awakened, and he directed 
tlie town to be iipmediately set on fire. Thus, the buildings, being in 
general cased or covered with wood, in the course pf a single day, this 



noble and celebrated city was consumed to ashes; nothing indeed es- A. H. BIT. 
caping the conflagration, but the cathedral, dr principal mosque, and P- 'J- 
such of the public edifices as were constructed of burnt brick. The Ilabeib-ui." 
warlike youth of the town were then commanded to attack the citadel, 
w hich still held out for the Khaurezmian rand thisbeingalsoafteraconsi- 
derable resistance, ultimately reduced, every individual who had borne 
arms in its defence, was put to the sword, and the women and children 
condemned to slavery. The castle was levelled with the ground ; and 
it is said that one of the inhabitants, who had escaped into Khorassaua, 
beinj desired to describe the events of which he had been witness^ 
replied in these words : Tkeif came — thei/ exfodlatcd — they bound 

*• t — they viiassacTcd — and they consumed.” Than which five words, 
concludes the author, the Persian language does not furnish terms to 
delineate more brieflv. or accurately, the fate of Bokhara, on its con- 
quest by the iloghuls. The same, or similar words, have been, how- 
ever, byothersapplied to the subsequent rapidandexterminatingcourse 
of these fierce invaders, through the provinces of the Persian empire; 
to which the destruction of Bokhara was butthe melancholy, andfearful 
prelude. 

Recufriag to the operations of Tcheghatay and Ougtay, who hmi 
been charged with the reduction of Otraur, the oarrativ'e proceeds to 
relate, that those princes no sooner appeared in bis vicinity, than 
Gh^ieir Khaun, the governor, with not less than sixty thousand horse 
under his orders, conceived it prudent to confide his safety to the 
strength of his fortifications ; rather than to the hazard of an open 
conflict in the field of battle. He provided, however, with activity and 
vigilance for the defence of the place. At the expiration of five 
months, the situation of the besieged, notwithstanding every precau- 
tion, verged on extremity ; and at such a crisis, they were abandoned 
by Karautebah Ilaujeb, (Cariacas of De la Croix) one of the Khaur- 
ezmian generals, who had been expressly appointed by his sovereign to 
provide for the support of Ghheir Khaun ; but who now entered into 
a correspondence with the Moghuls, and one night quitted the city 
by the gate qf the Shfikhaunah, {the convent of the mystics perhaps) 
which he had probably betrayed to the besiegers. Be this as it may, 
the ^kloghuls poured into the town op, the. same mght ; Gh&.eir KliatRt 
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with tTV-enty thousand of his bravest troops retiring into the citadel.’ 
Nextday, having loaded him with deserved reproach for his base ingra- 
titude to his king, the Shahzhdahs put the traitor Karautchah to death ; 
and driving the whole population ofOtraur to the adjoining plain, 
there butchered them without mercy. 

They now commenced their attack upon the citadel, which was ably 
and gallantly defended by the governor ; who employed his numerous 
garrison, in bold and frequent sallies to disturb, and retard the opera- 
tions of the Moghuls, until the greater part had perished sword in 
hand, in the honorable discharge of their duty. The siege had been in 
this manner protracted for the space of a month, not without material 
loss to the besiegers, when the latter at last succeeded in penetrating 
into the castle; the warlike associates of Ghieir Khaun being reduced 
to two persons only. With these, however, taking post on the terrace 
ef one of the dwellinghouses, he continued to defend himself, and keep 
the enemy at a distance with bricks and stones, until he saw his two 
feithful companions lifeless by his side. The Moghuls had been cau- 
tioned, at all hazards, to take the obnoxious governor alive ; hence 
they forbore to assail him with their darts or arrows. But they at last 
accomplished theirobject by mere dint of numbers, and they seized and 
elfectually secured his person, as they had been directed to do. The 
citadel was immediately rased to the ground ; and the surviving inhabi- 
tants, with the exception of the mechanics and artificers, who were 
reserved for transportation to the Moghul territory, were all put to 
death. Tcheghatay and Ougtay then proceeded across the Seyhun, 
to rejoin their father’s camp, which they foundin the vicinity of Samar- 
kand. The governor of Otraur suffered the death to which he had been 
longdestined, in the Kouki Serrfii, a country palace not far from that city. 

It has been already observed, that on the arrival of the Mogbiil armies 
on the Seyhfin, Jfijy Khaun was detached in the direction of Jund, or 
Jond ;* a city on the borders of Turkesta'uo, at a short distance from 
that river. In his route towards that place, his march appears to have 
kdhiin through the neigbborhoodofSughnauk, oiSaganac ; to dissuade 

* Be Ta Croix, on the authority of the Rouzut-us-suffa, reports "that it was oiit of this 
^city^smd someafhers ia the same country, that tweaty Scythian ftmbassadora went to meet 
him with his ambition 
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tlie inhabitants of which from unavailing hostilities, he dispatched a A. H. 617. 
merchant of Bokhka, now in the employment of Jengueiz, of the name 
of Hussun H&jy. This person had, however, scarcely entered the town, 
and before he had well explained the object of his mission, when he 
was assailed by the licentious and misguided multitude, and, to the cry 
of the tekbeir, immediately put to death. An act of such daring and 
unwarrantable violence naturally excited in the Moghhl prince the ut- 
most indignation ; and he hastened, with the fury of an angry lion, to 
avenge the outrage, calling upon his soldiers not to relax in their exer- 
tions, until they were masters of the place. The Moghuls exerted 
themselves with more than ordinary zeal. In two days the wretched 
city was subverted to the very foundations, and every living creature 
put to the sword. Having consigned the ruins of Sughnauk to the 
son of Hussun Hajy, the march of Jujy was next directed to Ouzkund,. 

(situated in the latitude of forty four)- which capitulated without resist- 
ance ; and thence, retrograde as it would appear, to Asaush, Ashaush, 
or Taushkent ; the inhabitants of which, making a determined and 
gallant defence, were for the greater part cut to pieces;. 

These sanguinary executions being described to E6tlug Kbaun, the 
governor of Jund, with circumstances of aggravated horror, appear to 
havede^ived himof that firmness, with which it was necessary to brave 
theapproachingstorm, with any prospect of success; and he prudently 
withdrew imto Khaurezm. On this', an officer of the name ofTchein- 
temur(Gitn3urofde'la-Croix) was deputed, on the part of the Mogfadl 
prince, to confer with the Jundians ;.but, perceiving among the peo- 
ple, indications which menaced his life, the agent by some seasonablo 
piece of address, contrived to elude the design, and returned without 
delay to his general. On the fourth day of Sufifiir of the six huBdiedand 
seventeenth* ofthe Hidjerah,Jujy printed himself, before the town; 

©f which the inhabitants, after sec uringtbegates,are said, like unconcem- 
ed spectieiors,.to have taken their seats on-tbe ramparts ; and, as if they had 
been fastened to tfieir posts by the operation of enchantment, to hare 
looked quietly on, while the Moghuls kid theirbridges across the ditch, 
fixed their ladders to the walls, and sealed* the parapcfte.; and descend- 

• Ninth of April, A. D; 1220, 
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h. II. 617. zng to the interior of the works, proceeded without the smallest mo- 
A. D. 1220 . legtatioD, to open the gates to their fellow soldiers from without. This 
Habeib-us- jjjg population was as usual driven, like cattle for the slaua'hter, 

S€yr.* o' 

to the adjoining plain ; and their property sweptoff by a general pillage. 
But, as they had forborne all shew of resistance, the lives of the inha- 
bitants were in this instance spared, with the exception of two'or three 
unfortunate miscreants, who had spoken with insolence to.Tcheinte- 
mur. The government of Jund was conferred on Khaujah Ally Ghe- 
jendwauny ; after which, Jiljy also proceeded to rejoin his father. 

The reduction of Tinauket, (or as it is sometimes called Tfmkaut) 
and'Khojend, had been allotted to Alak, or Elak NAyan. Of the for- 
mer city, which is said to lie in the forty third degree of latitude,* 
dependent on Alshaush, thegarrison was, for the greater j)art, composed 
of Kankuly Tartars ; who, with their governor Eylenkh Meiek, retired 
within their works, immediately on theapproach of the Moghdlgeneral. 
They were shortly afterwards invested by the enemy, and, for three 
flays, manfully exerted themselves in tlie defence of the place ; but, at 
the expiration of that short period, requesting to capitulate, they eva- 
cuated the town on the fourth, and w'ere on the spot immolated in their 
own blood. The operations ofElak Nuyan were next employed against 
Khojend, a well known and respectable city on theSeyhhn, in 41-25 
of latitude, and within seven days journey of Samarkand, on the side 
of Eerghaunah. The place was, at this period, under the government 
ofTeyrahr Mel^k ; than whom, the wide extent of the Khaurezraian 
monarch's dominions did not then furnish an abler, or a braver prince. 
He had, moreover, in his train one thousand warriors of established 
renown, each of whom might boast that he was inferior only to the 
most distinguished heroes of Persian story. With these, he is ulti- 
mately said to have retired into the citadel, constructed in the middle 
ofthestream; from which, with indefatigable activity, and to their in- 
finite loss and inconvenience, he continued for a long time to harass* 
and annoy his MoghAl assailants. After all, when reduced to the last 
extremity, he embarked the whole of his family and followers, in se- 
venty covered boats, on the SeyhAn, or river of Khojend ; each of which 

♦ It is descihzed by the orientals as a most delightful place of residence. See de la Croix’s 
.Justory\ 
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Sad been previously overlaid, in order to protect them against the darts 
and fire works of the enemy, with, a composition of clay and vinegar. 
He stationed himself in one of the last of the vessels, and committed the 
whole, with thefleetnessofthemorningbreeze, toglidealongthestream. 

As soon as his departure became known to the ^Moghuls, they pur- 
sued, with equal perseverance and activity, along the banks of the river, 
from which they perpetually assailed him with darts, and everyfspecies of 
missile ; while he repelled, with the skill of an archerwho never missed 
his aim. Until, either designedly o* by accident, his little armament 
took the ground, at a particular spot, probably on the left bank of the 
river. Here he disembarked, and continued his retreat by land ; occa- 
sionally halting to make head against his pursuers, while his family 
and baggage,- made the best of their way to a place of safety^ At last, 
the whole of his escort having perished, and his family secured b&- 
yood the reach of the enemy, he found himself entirely alone with 
not more than three arrows in his quiver, one of which was withoat" 
a head. In this forlorn and hopeless situation he rode on, thougjli' 
very closely pursued by three Moghul troopers when, observing the 
pertinacity with which they seemed to press upon him, he made a short 
turn round, and lodged liis headless arrow in the eye of one of bis pur- 
suers. The others drew off upon this, and suffered him to continue his 
retreat withoutfurther molestation into Khaurezm where he ultimately 
arrived in safety.. 

From Khaurezm, at a subsequent period, Teymur Melek retired 
into Persian Irak, and ultimately into Syria ; w'bere he continued until 
these dreadful calamities had exhausted their violence.. Impelled, by 
the desire of revisiting the land of his bir.th,.he then, returned to- the 
neighboring province of Fergbaunah ; from whence, at a proper oppon- 
timity be conveyed himself to Khojend. Here, he learnt, on. inquiry 
that; having accompanied the person of Bautu, the son of Jfijy Khaun, 
in his progress through that country, hiason had been put in posses- 
sion of his property. With this son he sought, and obtained an inter- • 
view ; at which he demanded whether, if fortune restored his long lost 
parent, he thought he should recognize him. The son replied, that ^ 
at the period of their separation, he was hut an infant, at the breast of , 
his nurse ; but, that tiiere still existed in the place an individual, in the- 
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617. humble condition of a slave, to whom Ins features pight yet be fami- 

— liar. This slave was accordingly sent for, and he without hesitation 
acknowledged the identity of his former lord. The 'circumstance of 
hisre-appeaiance soon circulating through TiarkestaupTeymiirMelek, 
in the hope that he might be permitted to participate in the liberality 
of that magnanimous monarch, who had by this time succeeded to the 
throne of Jengueiz, conceived thedesign ofproceeding immediately to' 
the presence of Qugtay Kkn. On his journey, it was his misfortune 
to iiieet with Kedkaun Oghlan, one of the hiiiherous offshoots of the 
imperial femily, by whom'he was Afected to be immediately manacled ; 
and who in that state proceeded to question him, as to the various con- 
flicts in which he had been engaged. The brave old chief had accorcU 
Ingly commenced the recital of his exploits, when, accident, or his 
evil genius, ushered to the spot the very Moghul in whose eye he 
hM lodged the headless arrow, on his retreat from Khojend ; and, as 
Jie also proceeded to interrogate him’ on the same subject, with a 
freedom, or insolence, to which he was little disposed to submit, 
Tejmiur Melek was nottobe restrainedfromreplyingwith equalhaugh- 
tiness and asperity ; which awakening the displeasure of Kedkaun 
Oghlan beyond all moderation, that prince discharged an arrow 
with such force through the body of the unfortunate Khaurezmianj 
that he instantly breathed his last. The siege of Khojend, and the ad- 
venturousretreatof this gallant chieftain, have been given more in detail' 
by the elder De-la-croix, in his history of Genghizcan ; but we have 
conceived it sufficient to adhere to the above brief narrative, derived 
from the original statementof Khondemeir, the author of the work now 
before us. It remains to add, that having completed the reduction of' 
"hojend, Elak Nuyan like the other generals, proceeded towards Sa- 
markand; in the neighborhood of which, Jengueiz had been, now for 
some time, encamped with the main body of his armies. 

The cityofSamarkand, which Jengueiz was at this period proceeding 
to reduce, is said, by De la Croix, according to the determination of 
Ulugh Beg, to lie in the fortieth degree of north latitude, in tlie anci- 
ent Sogiiiana; both the territory by which it is surrounded, equally 
celebrated for its fertility .and amenity, and the river which passes un- 
der its walls on the north side, being known to thisday, by the name 



of Soglul. During tlie winter, in which lie fiitaiiy rc*soi\'ed on these- A. II. C17. 
parationand dispersionofhisforce, Sultan Mahommedhadlefijnotwith- 
standing, for the defence of this noble city, a bodv of one hundred and 
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ten thousand men ; and the multitude of its population is moreover 
described to have been such as to surpass the powers of calculation. 

But, in order to enable them the more vigorously to resist the formi- 
dableattack with which iheywere menaced, themultitudinous garrison, 
assisted by the inhabitants, added to the ordinary defences of thetowo 
by a line of breastworks and intrenchments, if not an entire rampart, 
with which they surrounded it at different points ; and the ditch being 
made to communicate at the extremities with the river, it could of 
course be at all times filled with water. A consideration of these cir- 
cumstances is said to have operated with Jengueiz, to employ himself 
and the princes his sons, in the previous reduction of Bokhara, and of 
the other cities of Transoxiana, and Thrkestaun. But when his mind 
had been set at rest by the accomplishment of these minor undertak- 
ings, he no longer delayed theexecutionofhis design against Samarkand; 
before which he appeared, in tremendous force, in the latter part of 
Zilhudje*ofthesix hundred and seventeenth of the Hidjerah, fixing 
his bead quarters in the Kouk, or GougserrSi, the country palace in the 
neighborhoodofthat city, already mentioned ; wherehe was successively 
joined by the princes and his other generals, on the termination of the 
services on which they had been severally employed. 

Having enjoyed a short , and unmolested repose of two days, J engueiz 
was suddenly, and resolutely assailed in his quarters on the third, by 
the Khaurezmian generals; who succeeded in cutting to pieces a great 
number of the Moglifil troops, and retired in triumph into the town, 
with a multitude of prisoners. But, on the fourth day, Jengueiz at 
the head of his whole army, attacked the place on all sides, with such 
irresistible impetuosity, that the garrison no longer thought it safe to 
trust themselves without the gates. On the fifth night, a diflference 
of opinion arose among the besieged ; part evincing a disposition to ca- 
pitulate, while the other, faithful to its engagements with the king of 
Kliaurezm, persevered in a determination to resist to the last extremity. 

i^ebhtaiy. A.’ D. is21. 
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A. H. m. Atthedawn ofthe essTiing day, however, the Kauzy, with the Shaikh- 

A- D. 1221, uj.issiaum, or patriarch of the believers, at the head of a party ofthe 
Ilabeib-us- nobles, came out ofthe town ; and being conducted to the presence- 
of Jengufiz, implored his mercy for themselves and fellow citizens. 
The Moghhl monarch assured them, as far as their own persons were 
concerned, of perfect safety frwn theeffects of his impending vengeance,, 
and permitted them to return into the city; of which, without further 
security, they immediately threw open one of thegates-, called the gate 
ofthe Nomauzghh— place of prayer, or mosque. The besiegers in- 
stantly poured into the town ; and having set apart the Kauzy and 
Shaikh-ul-isslaum, and fifty thousand of their friends and dependants, 
and driven the remaining population according- to custom, to the plains 
without the gates, betook themselves to the usual scenes of pillage and 
outrage. On the day following, they proceeded to attack the-citadel ; 
ofwhich thegovernor, Alep Khaun, perceiviugnootherprospectofrelief, 
with one thousand, of the bravest ofthe-garrison, with minds prepared 
for death, nobly cut his way through the ranks of the assailants ; ancl^ 
on the borders of Persian Irhk, ultimately joined his master, with the 
appalling intelligence of the lost state of Transoxiana. J'enguciz be- 
came master of the citadel,, on the same- day on which Alep Khauu 
succeeded in effecting his escape from it. Nearly thirty thousand, 
of the Kbaurezmian garrisomwith their officers, were put to the sword';- 
thirty thousandof the citizens, and manufacturers, or merclianics, were 
selected'by the conqueror, anddivided between his sons- and relatives,, 
for the purpose of conveying tlie arts of peace- and luxury among tlie- 
uncivilized tribes of Tartary-; and, taking from the most opulcntof the 
surviving inhabitants, a contribution of two hundred thousand dinaurs,. 
as a ransom for their-lives, he-appears to-have been- satisfied without- 
exposing them to farther molestation. 

While he was preparing for the siege of Sama-rkand,-i'nte]Iigence was. 
conveyedt© JengueiZj.that-Shltan Mahommed, wit-ha splendid escort^, 
and amind oppressed with alarm, wasflying through Kborassaim towards 
lr|k Ajenj;; in consequence of which Jubbah, or Hubbah Nhyan, So- 
yireydai Bahaader, and Touktcbet,.or.Touquer, another Moghfil chief,', 
with thirty thousand horse, or three tomauqs, were immedi-ately dis- 
patched in pursuit of the fugitive monarch. Their instructions were ' 
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to prosecute their marclnvith the utmost celerity, and without allow- a, H. 617. 

iliemselves the smallest respite, until the inveterate foe of their 
sovereign was in their hands ; in the event, however, that they should Habi-w us- 
find themselves overraatchedby superiorforce, they were to avail them- 
selves of some advantageous position, and to transmit an immediate 
report of their danger. In conformity with theseinstructions, the three 
Moghul captains drew off towards Khorassaun, and separately crossed 
the Amiiyah, or Oxus, about the end of the latter Rebbeia of the six 
hundred and seventeenth of the Hidjerah ;* the two former generals, 
with their di visions, proceeding towards Herat. Being met byan agent 
with assurances of submission from Amein Melek, the prince or-gover- 
norofthat city, these twoappear to have passed on, withoutmolesting the 
place ; but Toukteher, the other commander, taking the same direction, 
and coraingbefore Herat, after his collegues had left it, obstinately closed 
his cars against every thing that the prince could allege in proof of his 
recent accommodation, and immediately commenced hostilities for the 
reduction of the town. Being however killed by an arrow, this noble 
city escaped for the present, the Mogl^,iiIs liasteningon thedeath of their 
leader, after Jubbah and Soweydai ; whom they overtook in the neigh- 
borhood of Zawab, a city then of moderate size, said to lie in the thirty 
sixth degree of latitude, between Plerat, and Neyshapur. .The Moghdl 
generals had required from the inhabitants a supply of forage and pro 
visions, and had been peremptoiily refused. But, as they were in hash 
to prosecute tie object oftheir march, they were defiling from theneigb 
borhood, without resenting this hostile spirit on the part of the town 
when the silly inhabitants proceeding from their walls to insult them, 
with expressions of obscene and abusive ribaldry, the indignation ol 
the two chiefs ^as roused, and they determined to chastise the insult. 

They instantly countermarched, and invested the town; and having 
made themselve masters of it in the course of three days, they mas- 
sacred the whole of the inhabitants ; and, that a vestige might not 
remain to indicate that the spot had ever been the residence of a hu- 
man being, they broke up, and consumed to ashes every article that 
they could find either in, or belonging to this ill-fated towu. 

* Begfnuiiii of July 12 ^ 6 , 
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Affer this severe example of vengeance, they proceeded toNeysha-' 
pur, placed by De la Croix in the same latitude with Thsse, that of 
thirty seven north ; the latter city being however considerably to the north 
east. Neyshapfir appears for the present to have escaped the cruelties 
of these barbarians; Jubhah Ndyan there separatingfromhis cdllegue, 
and directing his march for Mazanderaun by theroute of Jowein-; while 
Soweydai took that of Tiisse, where, on his arrival, he made a dreadful 
slaughter of the inhabitants. From thence he proceeded into Rau- 
diegan, which for the delight be experienced in its beautiful rural 
scenery, its meads and meandering streams, he was induced to spare,. 
But, ferthis temporary departure from the ordinary courseof desolation,, 
he made himself ample amends, by thc' atrocities, in which heindulged, 
soon aftenvards^at Jenhshaun and EsfrStein, and latterly afeDhraaghauu 
on the licentious and disorderly multitude of which towns, he inflicted, 
the direst calamities. Having marked his course through Mazan- 
deraun with the same desolating ravages, and left a part of his division, 
to besiege one of the castles of that country, in which the family of 
Sfiltan Mahommed had taken, refuge, Jubbah Niiyan drew off to the 
left into the territory of RM, or Rey, (the Rages of scripture); situated/ 
in thirty five degrees thirty five minutes of north latitude, four days- 
Journey from. Neyshapur; being joined shortly afterwards, in- the same- 
territory, by his collegue Soweydai,. 

At this period, the unhappy city was rent asunder by the inveterate 
animosities prevailing between-the tw.O’sectsof Shaffiii and Haneifaht 
who persecuted each other- with, mortal and; unrelenting hostility. 
Henee, on the approach oftlieMoghfils, the ShafiPaites hastened to joim 
them, uigingtlie generals to-destroy one half of their native city, because 
that half was occupied- by the rival sect,. The town was accordingly 
no sooner, ia possession- of the invaders, than the wretched Haneifites- 
were- immediately butchered without mercy. The opposite sect were 
not, however, suffered- to enjoy their triumph for many clays ;' for the' 
tw'o geaerals,.not unjustly, reasoning that little faith was to.he reposed 
in a, description of men wlw could devote their fellow citizens to the 
slaughter, with such unsparing malignity, without much.cereraouy,. 
dispatched- them to the same bourne with their detestedirivals. 

Soweyd&i now proceeded northward to.Kazveih, situated in thirty 
seven north,, between Rai and Kbher.;' Jubbah moving westward, iot 
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the direction of Hamadaun. On his arrivaT at Komm, said to lie in A. H. ffi8> 
thirty four degrees forty fire minutes north, about midway between 
Kazvein and Istahaud, the latter general, still at the wicked suggestion 
of rival sectaries, here described to be Siinniks, caused the whole po- ^ * 
pulation of the place to be put to the sword. He consented, however, 
on his arrival in the neighborhood of Hamadaun, to some species of 
accommodation, with hlejid-ud-dein the sonof Alla-ud-doulah,oftbe 
race of Ally, But, directing his course towards Goraroud, and Khor- 
remabad, he converted the former into a heap of smoking rains, and 
the latter, from the mansion of delight, into the abode of melancholy 
and woe; enclosing the inhabitants of Nihawend on the other side in 
the very webof pain and wretchedness, andexhibiting in every country 
which he found abandoned by its legitimate protectors, and this he dis- 
covered at almost every step, the same dreadful lessons of slaughter 
and desolation. At Kazvein, Soweydki, on his part, was sufficiently 
active in extending the sweep of extermination ; having put to the 
sword not much less than fifty thousand of the unresisting inhabitants. 

After which, these two wandering and unrestrained hvcenas again re- 
united, to pass the w inter of the six hundred and eighteenth of thfe- 
Hidjerah, on the boundaries of Rki. 

. Early in the spring, they proceeded in concert to invade the province- 
of Azerbavjann ; exhibiting the ordinary scenes of pillage andmassacre, 
at Zenjauii, Ardebeil, and Soraut ; and from this latter place they has- . 
tencd in full , career to Tebreiz, the destruction of which was, however, 
for tbepresent averted bya magnificent ransom forwarded totheMoghkl 
generals by Atabek Ouzbek the governor; who conceived it prudent, 
perhaps on any terms, to purchase their forbearance. Part of the fol- 
lowing winter, that of six hundred and nineteen,* they passed in can- 
tonments, or quarters, at Moghan, on the banks oftbeKurr and Ora^; 
but, before the season was expired, they crossed into Gurgestaun, or 
Georgia, .where they committed deplorable havoc among the native?. 

In the course of the same year, they signalized their barbarons rage at 
Meraughu, Hamdan,and Khoui, Selmauss,NakhtchBauu,Beylekaun, 
and Shamaukhyj aU in the neighborhood of the rivers just alluded to; 
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extesding their inroads at the same time, as far as they had an oppor* 
tunity, into the territory of Shirvaun. 

The Moghdi captains began at last to direct their views to the plan, 
which they had probably long since had in contemplation, of pene- 
trating to their native country, through the Sbirrauian Derbund. Be- 
ing, however, entire strangers to the road they proceeded to remove 
the difBculty by the following expedient. An intelligent agent was 
dispatched on their part to the princeof Shirvaun, who badshut himself 
up in one of the impregnable strong-holds of the country, to assure him 
that they harboured no designs hostile to his government;, and to pro- 
pose that he should send to their camp some respectable person, with 
whom tliey might come to an explanation of the past, and to a. solemn 
engagement for the future. Rejoicing at a proposal, apparently so 
moderate and pacific, the prince of Shirvaun immediately deputed ten 
of his principal officers, to confer with the MoghMs. The moment 
they reached the camp of the invaders, the head of one of the deputies 
was struck offiandthe reraainderappri.zed,that if they honestly pointed 
out the road which led through the pass of Derbiind, their lives would 
•he safe ; otherwise, the fate of their associate inevitably awaited them. 
Intimidated by the prospect of immediate destruction, the men con- 
sented to become the guides of their betrayers ; whom they conducted 
accordingly, without further obstacle, to Derbund. Here, again, the 
Moghuls having glutted themselves w'ith blood and spoil, passed on- 
wards on their march into Tfirkestaun ; leaving on their way, among 
• the Alans, nnd in the territory of Orus (of the Russians) the same feat- 
ful memorials that had marked their progress through Khprassaun and 
Mk. They had probably by this time crossed the Volga, or Attel, and 
they availed themselves of the opportunity to transmit to Jengueiz, 
who was now returned to his hereditary dominions, a narrative of 
thehi proceedings. This has carried us- far beyond the regular eourse 
of the history ; and we shall now pause to remark in the words of our 
•original, that from the above rapidyetaih majf be formed some estimate 
of the terror impressed by the irresistible might, and impetuosity of 
fee Moghfil armies ; say rather, of the height to which the wrath of 
anavengiag .God had been excited against the nations of that period 
of time;fbr, to the wrath of God alone could it be ascribed, that of nearly 
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due hundred potentates of bo ignoble rank, who tliea governed in the A. H. oie. 
fertile and populous regions ofKhorassaun and Ir^k, with soldiers uu- A- P- 
numbered under their authority, and resources inexhaustible at will, Habeib-as- 
not one was inspired to make as much as a single effort, to combat 
and oppose the ferocious herd of barbarians, who thus desolated with 
impunity, andcovered with blood and massacre, a land which, in beau- 
ty and improvement might, at least, be justly said to rival the boasted 
productions of Chinese painting, if it did not excite the envy of heaven 
itself. 

When he had allowed himself a repose of some da}!?, after the capture 
of Samarkand, Jengueiz detached his three eldest smb, Jujy, Tchegh- 
atay, and Ougtay, to reduce the province of Khaurezm. Jfirjauniah, 
by the Tartars called Ourgunje, was the noblest ofits cities, and, at the 
period under ccHisideration, the metropolis of the Khaurezmian mon- 
archy. According to De-la-Croix, on the authority of Abfil Feda, it 
lay in the forty-second degree of north latitude, on the western side of 
the Oxus, and about six short days journey from the Caspian : and it 
was, according to oui author, the assemblage of every thing that is 
excellent, whether ia arts or arms, to a degree, beyond which it would 
be impossible for the imagination to form an idea. At the tremendous 
crisis, which was now approaching, the goverament of this superb city ' 
had devolved to l^hemartekein, a neari^ativeofthe mother ofSilltan 
Jiiahommed ; and the defence might have been expected to be in pro- 
portion to the vast, and important iateiests consigned to Ms charge. 

With an army, which like- the awfirP visilat ions of heaven, is- said to 
have far surpassed the ordi nary measure of human calculation, the three 
imperial princes, in conformity with theirfatber’sinstcuctions, entered 
Khaurezm. The advanced, or Kght troops,: appeared in Sight of the 
.capital ; and they were proceeding to drive- away the cattle ftom. under 
the very walls, when the Khaurezinians, deceived by the apparent in- 
significance of' their numbers, issued from the gates botli home»an’d 
foot in formidable strength, and impetuously assailed tbe Moghuls. 

The latter, in ojjdef to lead them the more effectua% into the snare, 
retired with all the appearancesofalaria snd dismay ; occasionally, how- 
ever, makingastand against their pnau9pectipg|Mifsuen},uutiUheydrew 
them to tlic Baugb-e-khorrem ; a pleasure gwdeu about Ac 
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A. H. (518. fromtlie suburbs, where themain body of the advanced guard 
A. p. 1221. of their enemies,, lay in ambuscade for their reception. The Khaur- 
fiabeiljrus- ezmians were from every quarter immediately attacked with equal 
fury and impetuosity They fled in their turn, and were pursued with 
dreadful slaughter into their very gates ; the Moghhls entering pell- 
mell with the fugitives into the streets of the town, without abandon- 
ing the pursuit until they reached the quarter called the Tunnowerah, 
or quarter of the bakers wdien, the sun then setting, they conceived 
it prudent to withdraw to their main body ; the loss oftheKhaurez- 
■mians, from sunrise to sunset on this -fatal day, being estimated notfur 
short of one hundred thousand men. 

Two days subsequent to this event, the city was formally invested, 
on every side, by the whole of the Moghul army ; but, before they 
commenced the operations of the siege, the three princes invited this, 
and the neighboring towns of Khaurezm, to submit peaceably to the 
authority of Jengueiz. Such proposals were, however, not destined 
to produce the slightest effect ; those to whom they were addressed> 
proceeding by every method which they could devise, or put in prac- 
tice, to harass and annoy their besiegers ; who, on their part, employed 
their utmost activity and exertions, to counteract and repel the efforts 
of the besieged. Hostilities had thus continued with mutual destruc- 
tion, and the siege been protracted fora period of considerable durations 
to the great injury of the city, which had been in many quarters ei- 
ther consumed or laid in ruins, by the kones, and pots of burniug 
naphtha, discharged by the Moghuls from their warlike machines, 
when the design was conceived of cutting off, ,or diverting to another 
quarter, the branch, or canal of the Oxus, which supplied the town 
with water. Three thousand men were accordingly set at work to 
execute the design, when it was discoveredby the Khaurezmians, who 
hastened without delay, and in great force to attack the workmen ; 
the whole of whom, after some rcsistancej they succeeded in cutting 
to pieces. 

Animated by this partial advantage, the Khaurezmians exerted them- 
selves, with redoubled vigor and activity in the defence of their capi- 

*ltms probably in the suburbs, fertile Moghflis would scarcely hare withdrawn if they 
bad OiQce penetrated into the city. 
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tal ; and a serious misunderstanding, aKout the same time, arising A. E. cin. 
between the princes Jujy and Tchoghatuy, a period of five months was A- It- 
consumed, before the Jloghiils had made any material advancement H-ij.i!) a>- 
towards the reduction of the place. This want of harmony among 
the brothers was no sooner made known to Jengueiz , than he trans- 
mitted instructions that the command of the siege should be imme- 
diately transferred to Ougtay ; and that the two elder brothers, with 
the whole of their subordinate generals, should submit without reserve 
to the authority of that prince. The attention of Ougtay was first 
directed to bring about a reconciliation between his brothers ; and 
that point accomplished, and discipline and order restored, which had 
been recently w’eakened by a clashing of interests and authority, he 
hastened by a steady and well concerted plan of operations, to urge his 
arduous undertaking to a conclusion. A most sanguinary and des- 
tructive contest immediately ensued ; and the Moghuls gradually 
working a passage through the fortifications, and successively beating 
the Khaurezmians from house to house, and from street to street, found 
. themselves at last, after a most memorable and gallant resistance, in 
entire possession of the ruins of this great metropolis. The surviving 
inhabitants were then driven like cattle, according to custom, to the 
plain without the walls ; about one hundred thousand of the mechan- 
ics and manufacturers were set apart, and the younger men, women, 
and children, condemned to slavery ; after which, the remainder of the 
garrison and inhabitants were consigned, in lots of four and twenty 
each, to the soldiers of the Moghul array, for slaughter ; and it is said 
that the victims thus sacrificed in cold blood to the demon of ven- 
geance, exceeded a hundred thousand human beiiigs. In the Kho- 
laussut-ul-akiibaur it is positively stated, that the number of tlie sol- 
diers employed in this horrible butchery was one hundred thousand ; 
and that of the slaughtered, two million tour hundred thousand, which 
surpasses all belief. The capture of Ourgunje took place some time 
in the sis hundred and eighteenth of the Hidjerah, and is described 
with ample detail, in.De la Croix’s history. 

Those, continues our author, who haye undertaken to be the narra- 
tors of these tristful and sanguinary events, proc^ to describe, that 
after he hai detached his sons to the costquestof Kbaarezm, Jenguez 
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A. H. 618. passed the spring of the year (618) on the confines of the territory, if 
A. D- 1221. notin the vicinity, of Samarkand ; having it in his contemplation to pos- 
Habeib-us- gggg himself of, and to demolish, the fortress of Termed, at the passage 
of the Jeyhfin, in the thirty-seventh degree of latitude. He removed 
his camp, however, to pass the summer at Nakhsheb, and there con. 
tinned until about the autumnal quarter; when he finally drew his 
armies towards Termed. Confiding to the strength of their works, 
but more particularly to the waters of the Oxus, by which they were 
surrounded, the inhabitants of this place had determined on an obsti- 
nate defence; and accordingly when the Moghhls approached within 
range of theirmissilesjtheyfouhdthemselves assailed byvolliesofstones, 
darts, and every species of annoyance. Every effort of superior force, 
skill and activity, became therefore necessary to hasten their subju- 
gation. In the short space of ten days, the town was reduced to a heap, 
of ruins, its towering ramparts overthrown into the stream of the 
Jeyhun, and every individual of the inhabitants, without distinction of 
sex, rank, or age, put to the sword. On this occasion it issaid, that 
the Moghhl soldiers being a^ut to put one of their female prisoners 
to death, she assured them, that if they spared her life she would put 
them in possession of a pearl of inestimable vtdue ; and unhappily ac^ 
knowledgingthat she had Swallowed the jewel’, these njonsters in^ bi*^ 
man shape immediately ripped up her belly. The example was in- 
stantlyfollowed throughout the town : every inhabitant living, or dead,, 
beini^ cut un and mutilated in the same manner, ktbe expectation of 
finding some similar deposit. After this important capture, which, 
secured him the passage of the Oxus, denguei-Z' withdrew his array to. 
the territory of Languert and Semaunah, where be passed the winter 
of six hundred and nineteen ; while a division of his trooi)S was em- 
ployed in Badukhsliaun- to compel t-hesubmissioa of that country,, or 
to cover it with desolation in ease of resistance-. 

In the spring, of the year, Jengueia proceeded by the- passage of Ter^ 
med, across the Jeyhib>dire€tiBghis'tnatch.foj>JBhlkh,-! which, accord, - 
ing to De la Croix on the authority of AbA^a, lies in tMftysis de- 
grees forty Mie rainates' north,. i» a most fertile pkio foua? leagues dis- 
tant ftom the mountains, and eight only from the cekkated river j.ust 
- menfciooedj being watered by the Dehak, a tri^tary stream whieWis- 



m 

charges itself into that river, at the distanco of about twelve IcagttM, ; 
Hence, it is sometimes said to be situated on a branch of the Jeyhua, • 
or Oxus. At this eventful period of its history, it is described to 
have been of such extent, as to contain, either within the body ot the 
town, or the contiguous villages, not less than twelve hundred Ma- 
hoinmedan places of worship, and the sanae number ot public bathsi 
for the accommodation and recreation of the inhabitants ; and it was 
at the same time the abode of fifty thousand Seyuds and Shaikhs, pro- 
fessors of the law, and ministers of religion. As soon as they were 
assured of the approach of Jengueiz, the magistrates and principal in- 
habitants, bearing the most costly and magnificent presents, hastened 
to meet him; but, Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein having about this crisis, at 
Gheznein, assembled a respectable force, w'ith which he seemed pre- 
paring for some important object of hostility, both their presents, and 
their early ofiers of submission in behalf of their trembling fellow ci- 
tizens, availed them nothing. The whole population of the town, and 
district, were drowned in their own blood, by the fury of the inexora- 
ble Moghuls. — The noble city,” said one of the poets, “ he laid as 
“ smooth as the palm of his hand — ^its spacious and lofty structures he 
“ levelled in the dust ” . 

Having completed the destruction of Bilkh, the tabernacle of the 
true faith (Kebtah-ul-isslam) as it is sometimes denominated by the 
orientals, Jengueiz, after detaching his youngest son Tuly Kbaun, to 
extend the circle of desolation and havoc through the nobfo province of 
Khorassaun, proceeded to form thesiege of Tanlekan ; in thirty seven 
degrees twenty five minutes north, between MIkb and Meri, about 
seven days journey from the former city, and from its situation on 
the precipitous mountain of Niikrakdh, the silver mountain, esteemed 
one of the strongest places in Asia. Here, he experienced from the 
garrison, the most formidable resistance ; neither could he accomplish 
tbe reduction of it, until the expiration of the seventh month of the 
siege; after he had been rejoined by Tuly Khaunfrom his tour of deso- 
lation, Midbythe otberdivisionsofliisarmy which berecailed tohis aid. 
The fortress washowem ultimateiy carried by assault; and, as might 
have been expected, every individual it contained put to the sword. 
The Moghhl monarch was now on his march towards Gheznein, to 
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A. ir. 619-20. clieck the designs of Jullaul-ud-dein, which appear to have given hinj 
A. D, 12-22-23. considerable uneasiness ; but bis progress was again suspended by the 
Habeib-us- unexpected and obstinate resistance of the strong fortress of Bamiaii, 

Sftvr 

^ ’ situated on- a mountain, at the foot of which is said to run one of the 
branches of the Oxus; in thirty four degrees five minutes north, about 
ten days journey from B^kh, and eight from Gheznein. This place, 
after a most determined and sanguinary defence, was however also in 
the end, carried by storm ; and every living creature, both man and 
Vast, puttodeatli, in order to gratify the vengeance of the wife of Oug- 
tay, one of whose sons had fallen during the siege. 

Jengueiz now prosecuted his march, without further obstacle to 
'Gheznein, and from thence to the banks of the Indus;* where ho de- 
feated Jullaul-ud-dein, in the manner formerly noticed in the abridge- 
ment of the Kliaurezmian history. Balasaghun, or rather Bala Nhyan, 
oneofhisgenerals,witluwotomauns,wasaftcnvardsdctached across the 
Indus ; and that fearful instrument of his vengeance, having carried 
plunder, slaughter, and desolation, to the gates of MiMtauii and Labour, 
returned at the proper period to rejoin his sovereign. 

At the period already adverted to, when h6 liad reposed from the 
work of destruction and massacre at Bklkh, it will he recollected that 
Tuly Khaiiu was detached by his father to invade Khorassaun. The 
prince led with him, on this occasion, a division of eighty thousand 
horse, here expressly stated to he just one tenth part of the army of’ 
Jengueiz ; the total of which must therefore have amounted to eight 
hundred thousand fighting men. Thus formidably accompanied, Tdly 
first presented himself under the walls of Meru-shalijahaun, in thirty 
seven degreesforty minutes north; five leagues below, or to the north- 
ward, of the city of the same name on the same river, and ctpially 
distant, that is twelve days journey, from each of the four celebrated 
cities of Neyshapfir, Herat, Balkli, and Bokhara. 

Idle city ofMerd was at this time governed by $hurf-ud-dein MiV 
zuffur, ocasionally entitled MejeiD-al-mfllk ; one of the most distin- 
- guished members of the court ofSultan Mahommed the Kbaurezuiian, 
With anumerous garrisonof veteran soldiers, and with abundant means 

? loSeptember, A. D. 1221, according to that account— it should probably be a year late& 
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(if defence and sroferstance. Thus prepared, tlie momeBt tbe Mogbfil a. h. siB-sa. 
prince displayed his numerous legions before tbe toira, Mejeir-ul- A* P- ima ar 
ffiulk, at tbe bead of bis garrison, resolutely sallied ont, and attacked 
the invaders ; of whom, in the courseof less than half an hour accord- 
ing to some writers, he cut to pieces to the number ofa thoasand raen- 
Not less surprised, than exasperated at an instance of daring intrepi- 
dity, to which he had not recently been accustomed, Tuly prepared 
to retaliate with equal furj', and more fatal effect. He put himself at 
tbe head of some of his bravest troops ; and assailing the gMrison i» 
the midst of their imagined triumph, instantly drove them back with 
equal slaughter and celerity into the gates of the town. . ■ 

According to otherauthorities, the son of Jengueiz, having kin be- 
fore Merii in a state of inactivity for six days, on the seventh directed 
a general attack upon the gate of the Shehrestaun, or exterior wall 
of the city; from which a small body of the garrison had the audacity 
to sally out upon the assailants. They were, however, repulsed at the 
first onset ; their adversaries continuing to press upon their defences 
until nigbt-fall,and then resting upon their arms withoutdrawing back, 
until day light should enable them to renew their attack. On the 
eighth day, Mejeir-ul-mulk conceiviirg, however, that resistance was 
no longer availing, adopted tbesudden resolution ofsubmitting ; and dis- 
patched Juminaul-ud-dein, one of the most discreet and virtuous of 
tbe inhabitants, to implore the mercy of the besieger. He received, in 
reply, every assurance ofsafety and indemnity, and having provided, id 
specie and valuables, a most superb and costly present, repaired with- 
out further delay to the paviliott of of tke Moghul prince; He bad 
scarcely entered, when he was calkdnpon to furnish without reserve, 
and on the spot, a list of the most opulent of the inhabitants ; and hav- 
ing accordingly wrote down the names of two hundred, the commissi- 
oners of tbe spoil proceeded into the town, to exact their property from 
the individuals thus distinguished for plunder. The Moghill troops 
wore then employed for fourdays successively, inexpellingtbewretfched 
inhabitants from the city ; and when that wasaccomplished,.aad about 
four hundred artificers, and ti few boys and girls, bad been set apart 
for other purposes, the residue, both mafeand female, old and young* 
were distributed in lots of three and four hundred each, to themerciless 
soldiery; by whom, it is incredible to* relate, they were all butchered 
VOL II. 3 X 
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A. H. C19-20. with unpitylng, and unrelenting cruelty. On this occasion we are 
A. D. 1222-23. further apprized, that a certain SeyudEzz-ud-dein, anativeofNissa, 
Habeib-usA employed, with several assistants, for the space of thirteen days, 
from morning till night, to take an account of the slain at Merh ; and 
that, of those who belonged to the body of the city alone, exclusive of 
the adjoining villages, ■ the number of those who perished, amounted 
to a thousand thousand, and three hundred thousand, and a fraction. 

Having satiated their thirst for blood in the massacre of the inhabi- 
tants, the Moghdls proceeded to deinolish the buildings of Merd ; and 
when that was effected, Tuly Khaun consigned the government of the 
melancholy ruins, with authority to preside over such as might yet 
venture to appear in any quarter, to a certain Zeia-ud-dein Ally, who 
had been excepted from the general slaughter of his countrymen, from 
a considerationofhis secluded habits, and retirement from theworld ; a 
MoghhlofthenameofBarmaussbeinghowevernominatedtosdperintend 
the revenue of the depopulated waste. Tilly then took his departure 
forNeyshaphr; and theremnant who had escaped the cariiage gradually- 
issuing from the ravines, and caverns in the earth, into which they 
had conveyed themselves, had restored to the town a considerable, 
population ; when a band of the savage barbarians, who had by some 
means or other remained in thereat ofthelyloghul army, unexpectedly 
entered^he place; and, determined not to forego their share of human 
butchery, required .that every inhabitant should repair to the plain 
without the city, with each as much grain as he could carry in the skirt 
of his vest, for the supply of the detachment. .By this cruel device, a 
furtherproportionof theinhabitants was deemed to perish by the swords 
of these atrocious exterminators. A little aftervyards, an officer of the 
nameof Yauneas, who had separated fropi the diyision of JubbahNdy- 
an, and who appears to have retained some vestige of the feelings of 
humanity, arrived among the ruirjs of Merfi ; and exerted himself in 
some degree, to heal the woupds, which were yet bleeding, from the 
barbarity of his countrymen. In the mean time, Zeia-ud-dein had been 
dTaw,n towards Serkhess, by the disturbances which had been excited 
in that quarter, under Pehlewaun Abu Bukker Diwaunah ; and Bar- 
»aus8 hadjdso quitted the town, on his way to Bokhara ; when, unhap- 
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pily ascribing the departure of the two chiefs, to some intelligence of A. H. 0102#. 
the approach of Jullaul-ud-dein the Khaurezmian, which had com- A. D. 122-2-2 3. 
pelled them to abandon the place, a few infatuated miscreants from 
among the inhabitants, without further deliberation, struck up their 
kettle drums, and displayed the standard of revolt. Barmauss, who 
was still in the neighborhood, though upon this he forbore to re-enter 
the town, yet failed not, before he proceeded on his journey, to cut 
to pieces every living being whom he found without the gates. , 

Tile citv 'ft'as soon afterwards taken possession of by Koushkein, with 
a party of the adherents of the Khaurezmian S&ltan’s ; and he also 
thought fit to exhibit an exampie of vengeance, however feeble, by 
putting to death the wretched Zeia-ud-dein, who had recently returned, 
from the expedition to Serkhess. But,intelligenceof these transactions 
being soon conveyed to Jengueiz, two Moghul commanders with five 
thousand men proceeded from Nakhsheb, by order of that monarch, 
to complete the extirpation of the devoted Merazians. By these, the 
town was carried on the first onset, and not much less than one hun- 
dred thousand of the inhabitants added to the list of former massacres; 
such a population having in this short period re-assembled among the 
ruins. The slaughter over, these commanders passed on to some other 
quarter; leaving one of their companions, of the name of Aukmelek>; 
properly attended, to dispatch the unhappy few, whom hunger or want 
might compel to creep from their hiding places. This barbarian, after 
exhausting every device to complete the destruction of the devoted 
inhabitants, as a last expedient, diteeted one of his followers to give 
the summons to prayer. Deceived by the anexpected- call, tbe me- 
lancholy remnanfe which had; shrnnfc from the dreadful spectacles' 
that surrounded, into tbe caverns and sewers beneath tiie city, once 
more ventured to raise their heads ; and were in.an. instant doomed to 
share tbe fate of their slaughtered fellow citizens. In short, the des- 
tructionw'as so nearly complete, that ofthe vast population ofthisancient 
andmagnificent city,, not more than fourhundred individuals,, of every 
class and description, were left alive. 

It appears, that at the period when Tfily Kliaun was about to proceed 
tow^ards Mertl, Toghatchaur Gfirekan, who is by some considered as 
ayoungei brothef of Karatchaur Sfbyaii, bad been dispatchei by dca- 
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A. 11 as-BO. ^ei:z, witli ten thscaand horse, in the direction of Neysfhapfiir,, sitti* 
ated in thirty seven degrees oflatitude.andabout twelve leagues from 
Tusse. Mqeir-ul-niulk. Khowaufy, and Zeia-ul-miilk Zouaejiy, two 
' ’ nobles of the conit of Shltan Mahommed the 1C haurezmian , and most 
eminent among the natives of Khorassaun, presided in the town ; and 
were both e«[ually impelled by their confidence in a numerous and 
lesolute garrison, and iii’tbe resources of every kind with which the 
place was abundantly supplied, to defend it to the last extremity. 
Thus animated, in 'spite of the previous appalling examples, they 
'proceeded to plant, and arrange the various warlike raachi»es on the 
towers and ramparts, in order to repel the assaults of the enemy. Of 
this an opportunity was not long wanting, Toghatchaur laid siege to 
the city ; butbeing killed by an arrowontbe tbird dayof the attack, the 
Moghul troops abandoned the undertaking, immediately on the' death 
of their general ; and separating into two distinct divisions, the oiue 
•directed their course for Subbuzwaur, where they massacred seventy 
thousand of the Mussulman inhabitants, and the other for Tusse, which 
became the scene of similar enormities. 

Tilly Khaun being, however, at leisure from the desolation of MerCi, 
ivasno sooner apprized of the death of Toghateliaur, than he detennined 
-on employing the force at his disposal in the reduction ofN.eyshapfir; 
and he immediately commenced his march in that direction, detaching 
a division ofthis army on before, in charge of the catapultfe and iraple- 
naents -of .siege, while he followed with the main body ; every indivi- 
dual of which, because the country in the vicinity of Neyshapur was 
• composed of -solid rock, he directed for several stages, to carry with 
him a quantity of stones, for the supply of the warlike machines, 
flence, when the Moghhls in taking up their stations before the walls, 
deposited their burdens in enormous piles, in the view of the inhabi- 
tants; Mcjeir-ul-mulk and his garrison, were not at a loss to discover 
that they were how to contend with a more formidable description of 
men, than those whom fchey.bad recently repulsed, and, that they were 
not likely to get rid of them so speedily. The cD'ntempIation of such 
'ia'speotacle seems, at the same time, at once to have dissipated the 
§enefou8 resolution of resistance'; since it was imtnedihteiy determined 
‘ ii^cter -theimiression oiterrpj prodUvCed hy it, t.o dispatch, the.KLauzy 
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of the province, to the presence of Tuly Kbaun, in order to intercede A. H, 81^30. 
for mercy in behalf of the unhappy Neyshapurians. The Mo^hal 
prince was, however, inexorably deaf to their supplications, detaining Hakw-ua* 
the Kauzy a prisoner in lys camp. On Wednesday the twelfth of Suf- 
fur, (A.H. 618)* in the morning, hostilities commenced on both sides, 
with equal fury and animosity, and continued without intermission 
until the Friday following. Towards the close of that dav, the be- 
siegers had succeeded in ailing the ditch in several places ; and, com- 
pleting their passage across to the Khaukteiz, or fausse bray, from 
thence effected a breach in the principal rampart. On Saturday 
night, the walls swarmed with the enemy ; and the next day, pouring 
with united force, into the devoted city, the Moghuls proceeded to the 
usual work of pillage and blood. The garrison continued to defend 
themselves to the last, from the porticos and principal buildings. 
Mejeir-ul-miilk the governor, when resistance appeared to he no longer 
availing, attempted to conceal himself, either in the gallery of a mine, 
or in some excavation of the earth ; but, being soon discovered and 
dragged to light, and making use of harsh and intemperate language 
to his captors, he was dispatched by the most cruel and painful death 
that the spirit of vengeance could devise. 

Resistance faeingatanend, and the Moghrllsentireniastersof the city, 
the inhabitants, both Hialeandfemale, were driven accoidingtocustom to 
the plain without the walls ; and there, with theexception ofabout forty 
mechanics, and most ingenious manufacturers, who were e;xempted 
from the slaughter, perished the whole of them by indiscriminate but- 
chery. The daughterpf Jengueiz,and widow of Togbatchaur (hence 
the title ofGiirekan,son in law,) then entered the town ; and to avenge 
the death of her husband, left not the vestige of a jiving creature in 
the place. It was now laid under water for seven days; Mid the foun- 
dations of every building thus sapped, the whole city was finall v le- 
velled wilh tbeearth, and thesitesown witli barley. A work entitled the 
the history of K-horassaun, is here cited to inform ns, that it occupied 
twelve days to; number the bodies of those who perished at Neysha- 
piir; aud it is affirmed, that exclusive of wean 0 Oi?( 0 d .children, they 
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amounted to the horrible total of one million seven hundred and forty 
seven thousand. Tuly Khaun now returned to carry his designs against 
Heraut into execution, leaving a detachment of his troops to destroy 
the wretched remnant, that might yet have escaped the frightful mas- 
sacre just recorded. And, should the number of those, who, on this 
and other occasions, fell a sacrifice to-tbe indiscriminate vengeance of 
the Moghuls, appearto surpass theboundsoferedibiHty,we have unfor- 
tunately to addy what is but too probable, that the whole population 
ohthe surrounding country might have crowded within the walls of 
the principal cities, for protection against the exterminating- fury of 
their invaders- ; and thus served to accumulate an hundred-fold the sad 
list of victims immolated by the sword of the destroyer. 

Having acquitted himself as above, in the entire desolation of Ney-’ 
shapfir, Tilly disclosed the design of proceeding next against the cele- 
brated metropolis of Heiit; the supposed Aria of the Grecian histori- 
ans, situated in thirty four degrees thirty minutes north,* and two- 
leagues from a mountain still distinguished as the resort of Magiarn 
superstition. In the requisite series of marches he arrived accordingly^ 
and pitched his ca-mp among the delicious lawns, and groves of Mes- 
hertu. From thence he dispatched an agent, of the name ofZenbfiri to- 
the magistrates of this splendid city, to require that tlie gbvernor, the 
Kauzy, the Khateib, or public orator, and all- the most distinguished 
inhabitants should repair to meet bis standard ; “- in order that under 
“ the shadow of/iis protection, who was the- most powerful of earthly 
“ monarchs, they might screen themselves from the effects- of that a wfut 
“ visitation which had swept b-ff so many myriads of their unhappy fel- 
“ low subjects." Melek Shums-ud-dein the Jilrjaaian, with a garrison 
notfarshortofonehundredthoiisandst-rong, had-by this timeassumed the 
government of the place, on the part of Sultan Jullanl'-ud-dein ; and 
receiving the message with a burst of indignation, proceeded’, with- a 
violence equally unwarrantable and unavailing, to put the agent to- 
death r proclaimingaloHd, that hefrastedthe sun would never rise on 
that day, on- which' he- should be compelled to submit to. the hnpious 
and detested barbanam • ■ 

* ft is but justice to remaik, that the shuatiba of pftees. b,. tbrougliout, taken- from, De- 
h Crm’s history, ' 
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When the report of this frantic and useless piece of barbarity, was A. H, 819-M. 
circulated in the camp of the Moghhls, it produced an universal buzz A. D. 12222 3. 
of rage and resentment ; and they obeyed, with the eagerness of blood Habeib-us- 
hounds, the commands of their general to surround the city. ilNek 
Slmms-ud-dein stood most gallantly to his defence ; and, for the space 
of seven days, and to their heavy and mutual loss, the most extraordi- 
nary proofs of intrepidity were exhibited on both sides ; no less than 
seventeen hundred Moghuls of distinguished rank tailing in the early 
days of the siege. B ut, on the eigh th day, exposing himself at the head 
of his troops with more than his usual forwardness to repel the attacks 
ofthe besiegers, Shums-ud-deiii was transfixed by an arrow, and ex- 
pired in the heat of the conflict. This fatal misfortune was succeeded 
by one still more fatal, in the dissensions which immediately broke out 
in the city ; the adherentsof Jullanl-ud-dein, and the immediatedepen- 
dants ofthe Jurjanian declaring their resolution not to cease from hos- 
tilities while a spark of life continued to animate their bodies, and the 
Kauzies, the lawyers, and others the most distinguished and opulent 
inhabitants, evincing on their part, a disposition to capitulate. 

The salubrity and mildness of the climate, the beauty ot the gardens 
andsurrounding scenery, and the delightfiil fragrance shed on every side 
by the multiplied variety of odoriferous shrubs and flowers, had, in the 
mean time, softened even the austere and rigid nature of the son of Jen- 
gueiz ; and he conceived a repugnance to involve this superb, and fa- 
voritecity, in the destruction which had visited the rest of Khorassaun. 

On that day, therefore, on which he discovered in the inhabitants a 
disposition to treat, he approached, with J;wo hundred horse, to the 
edge of the ditch, near the gate of Feyrouzabad ; and taking off his hel- 
'met, announced aloud to the people; on the works, that the person who 
spoke to them was Tdly Khaijn, the son of thp king of kings ; that if 
they were willing to accept of terms by which they might secure their 
lives, they would immediately cease from hostilities, and submit to his 
authority ; and that, on engaging to be responsible to his agents, for the 
payment of one half only of the revenues which they bad furnished to 
the officers of the king of Khaurezm, he would be their pledge for 
the clemency andgenerosityof his august parent.^ He confirmed the 
promisesby the mostsoiemn oaths, ad^hgithatif they threw open the« 



A. if. 61^20. gafes furth'ef fdsisfjtnce, they sliduM dXp'eri^rice frolifi him, ia 

A. P. 1222-23. g^gj.y respect, the most jd§t arid h'M^voIeiit t'reatmeiit. After witness'. 

Habeib-us- jng fr'om the lip's of the pi'i'iic'e hinis'erf, ttkrig'u'age so si ngularly moderate 
and unexpected, the citize'ifS imnse'diatefy deaS'ed hds’tilities, and. aban* 
doned all idea 6f fur fhet'r'esisfaace ; arid, amdrig the first'\'^h'o ptesented 
themselves before the Moghfil, with assurances' of submission, was the 
p'fovosf of the weavers, at the head of one hundred, of the trade, each 
bearing nine pieces of manufacture of the 'most beautiful fabric, and 
costly materials'. After which, the priricipalinliabitants in their several 
classes, also came out of the town ; andwere treated with a cond'escen- 
sion and humanity, perhaps beyond their hopes.. The mercy of Tdly 
Kliaun was however withheld from twelve thousand of those more 
immediately attached to the service of the ptince of Khaurezm, 
whom he caused to be put to death ; this ended, the inhabitants, were 
exposed to no further molestation. The government of the city was 
conferred upon MMek Abh B ukker, a Moghid ofticerof the name of Men* 
gat'ay being appointed imperial cominissi.6ner ; all which, being satis- 
factorily arranged, the prince no longer delayed to join liis father, wbo' 
M'as still engaged in the arduous siege of Taulekan, of which we havC' 
already spoken. ' 

The feader of these pages, if haply they shouldevcr fall into* the pei> 
usal of any, riiay here perhaps congratulate himself on the exemption 
of this admired and splendid, ci ty, from the cru, el desolation whicih had 
laid its heighboors in the dust, Alas ! his liortorl will experience but 
a short suspensidh. It was destined that IlerSit shoiiVl share the fata 
of it’s sister cities to the utmost circumstance — sliould swallbw the 
bitter draught of affliction to. the very dregs., 

M§lek Abd Ifukkef, ari,d his collegue Blengatay, hM exerted them- 
selves with considerable zeal in promoting the weffare and repoSe of 
the people entrusted to their bare ; and the irihabitintS had. engaged 
with, extraordiriary edp^dehce m re-edifying the buildings which, had 
been injured during tlie late siege, .and ifi re^umihg the ciiltute 6f 
theirlauds : but a ciicumstahce was about to o'dbui-, 'which drew iipon 
ibem ia itfedirest hbrrbrs,the coihmoh lot of Khrifassa'm,. Ofl this head 
the author has presented jus with two relations, in some points mSiteri- 
ally difefenl fforn'eaclilolher. "ITie hist, aii.d.ftiht to which the aiutholf 
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"oftheTeymurian Zuffurnamab has given the preference.isthefollowin;-. 
M^Iek Abu Bukker, and ilengatay had continued to exercise their au- 
thority but for afew days, or for some comparatively short period, when 
rumours of unexpected victories, gainedby Sultan Jullaiil-ud-dein the 
Khaurezmian, obtained circulation in Kborassaua. Hence, it was 
rashly concluded by men of narrow comprehensions, that no longer 
able to contend in the field of battle with his enterprising antagonist, 
Jeugueiz would withdraw into the Tartarian solitudes, with the same 
expedition and rapidity as he bad emerged from them. In consequence 
of such rash and absurd misconceptions, the Moghul governors and 
agents in every part of the province, were indiscriminately devoted 
to destruction ; and it was under the influence of the prevailing mania 
that, notwithstanding the benevolence of their administration, the 
magistrates set over them by Tuly Khaun were put to the sword by the 
people of Herat 

But, the account to which, by the adoption of it into his laborious 
work of the Rouzut-us-suffi, the venerated tather of our author is said 
to have given the stamp of truth, he submits to bis reader in the sub^ 
joined particulars. During the period in which Tuly Khaun was em- 
ployed in carrying pillage and slaughter through Khorassaun, the 
iiogluils were frustrated in every attempt to make themselves masters 
of the fortress of Kaliouss, subsequently known by the name ofXeir- 
ahtu ; and afterwards, when the departure of that prince to rejoin his 
' father had been ascertained, a report being conveyed to the garrison of 
the same fortress that thepeopleof Herat hadpletlged themselves to their 
newmasters fortbereduction of the place, and that they were busily en- 
gaged ill preparations for thesiegeof it, the jealousy of the Kalioussiaiis 
became alarmed; and it was resolved, in thecourseoftlieir deliberations, 
that some device should be immediately put in practice to create, be- 
tween the Mc^huls and the men of HerM, such a subject of animosity 
as it might be dilfieult, if not impossible, to reconcile, or appease. For 
this purpose, they fixed upon a man whose name, or perhaps the ad- 
junct to it, was Saheb, remarkable for his daring and intrepid spirit, 
whom, witheighty desperados of asimilartextureof naiad, they directed 
to proceed to Herit; where, by whatever means they found practica- 
ble, they were to dispatch both Melek Abu Bukker, and lu.s collegue 
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A. H. 619 - 20 . Meugatay. Having accordingly obtaiiled admission into'the city, undel 
A. D. 1222 - 23 . disguisc of merchants, the assassin and his accomplices, in order 
Habeib-us- jjjg deception, amused themselves for some time in travers- 

SCYlTt 

“ ing the streets and squares, inthe pursuits of their pretended avocation ; 
until one day, that Abd Bukker and Mengatay were riding without 
suspicion of evil at the foot of the rampart, or fortifications of the town, 
they availed themselves of theopportunity, and put them both to death 
with their knives and daggers. In conformity with the proverb, “ the 
“ wish is cause sufficient,” the whole city immediately flew to arms, 
and put to the sword without exception all who had been attached to 
the murdered magistrates; afterwhich theyproceededtovestthe govern- 
ment in MMek Mfibaurez-ud-dein Subbuzwaury, and an Arab chief 
of the nameof Abdurraihmaa. 

When Jengueiz became informed of this sudden act of violence, on 
the part of the people of Herht, his indignation may bebetter imagined 
than described; he discharged however, thefirst effusions of it upon his 
son, whom he bitterly reproached as the origin of the mischief, by his 
misplaced lenity, in diverting from the inhabitants of that turbulent 
city, the vengeance to which he had destined them. Eiltchigaday, or 
Eiltchikdai N&yan, wkha fresh body of eighty thousand horse,' was 
then ordered to repair the error ; with express and positive injunction, - 
when he should have reduced the devoted town, not to spare the life 
of a single human being. Eiltchigaday marched accordingly and en- 
camping at a convenient distance on one side of the place, allowed to 
his soldiers the interval of a month, to prepare their materials for the 
siege. In the mean time, he was further joined by reinforcements from 
diflerent quarters, to the number of fifty thousand men. Neither were 
Rlubaurez-ud-dein and his associate, on their part, less attentive in 
their preparations to repel theformidable attack which menaced them^ 
exacting from the inhabitants, from the highest to the lowest, a so- , 
iemn engagement, to decline no sacrifice, to omit no exertion, in the 
defence of all that could make existence valuable ; but of all things 
to beware of that fatal disunion which, on the recent occasion, had pro- 
duced the surrender of their independence. 

At the expiration of the stated period of a month, Eiltchigaday pro- 
•ceedad to ^sign to his officers their^spectiye stations opposite to the 
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principal gates of Her&t, posting at the same time on each face of the . 
town a powerful division of thirty thousand men; threatening the se- 
verest punishments to those who failed in the discharge of their duty ; 
and holding out the noblest and most liberal encouragements to those 
who bravely and honorably acquitted themselves. The attack of the 
eity was immediately commenced on four separate points. 

.For sis months and seven days, to which the siege was now pro- 
tracted; and during which, both the attack and defence were supported 
with infinite valour, and mutual slaughter, but little progress appears 
to have been made towards the reduction of the town ; until some time in 
the latter Jummaudy of the six hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjer- 
ah,* when, the Moghul general having carried on his assaults wiUiout 
intermission for several days successively, although with the loss on 
each occasion of five thousand of his brarest troops, the revetement 
of the rampart began to- be perforated in several places by the repeated 
impetus of the warlike machines ; and the mines which the besiegers 
carried on under cover of their tentsf were now approaching the foun- 
dations of the principal towers. In these circumstances, a part of the 
wall to the extent of fifty cubits suddealy gave way, and overwehn- 
ing one of the tents in which tlie Moghuls were at work, four of 
their most distinguished officers perished under the ruins. Three days 
aftenvards, the’garrison, reduced to the verge of despair, by the scarcity 
if not the total failure of the means of subsistance, became evidently 
languid in their exertions ; and of this, on one ©f the Fridays of the 
month just mentioned, in the morning, Eiltchigaday immediately avail- 
ed himself, to stonn and take possession of the tower, called' the Biiij- 
e-kbauk-ber-serr, subsequently designated the **iower ^ ashes 
from thence pouring sword in hand- into the unhappy city, his sol- 
diers proceeded with more than; their ordinary ferocity to massacre the 
whole of the inhabitants, without the exception of male or female,^ 
eld or young ; neither, for the space of seven days and as manynights,. 
were the infuriated barbarians engaged in any other employment than 
that of pillage and slaughter, and conflagration andruiarduring which. 

t Tiiis is quivQca!; their battering raw* were pioiabl; wroughtimder cejret ofleats, ^ 
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tliey are said to have immolated to the number of one million six hun- 
dred thousand persons, and upwards. 

Havingaccomplishedhisbloody errand, EiltchigadayNiiyan withdrew 
to the territory of Heratroud ; but, lest a vestige should remain alive of 
the miserable inhabitants of the late flourishing metropolis, he dis- 
patched, on his arrival at the town of Oubah, a body of two thousand 
Moghuls back again, with orders to hasten to join the spirits of their 
slaughtered fellow citizens, such of the melancholy remnant as might 
have ventured to creep’from concealment. These remorseless barbarians 
returned accordingly, and to the fearful list of slaughter, added that of 
three thousand persons more, who had unhappi ly re-assembled among the 
ruins of their country. Toclose this mournful detail, the historian pro- 
ceeds to relate, that, of the whole population of Herat, not more than six- 
teen individuals survived, byconccaling themselves citherin thedrains, 
or channels, in the dome of the principal mosque, one of whom was 
MowlanaShurf-ud-dein,thelvhateiborpiiblicorator,or.preacher, of the 
village of Jeghartauu ; and that when the xMoghuIs had finally quitted 
this scene of de^^astation and blood, one of the sixteen issued from the 
mosque, and seated himself before the slab of what had been a confec- 
tioner’s shop ; where, after looking for some time wistfully round him, 
and perceiving no human beingbuthimself,licatlast ventured tocxclaiin 
aloud, “ heaven be praised a man may be permitted once more to 
“breath in safety !” after this, they were gradually joined by four and 
twenty other persons, from different places in the adjoining territory ; 
and for the period of fifteen years, exclusive of these forty individuals, 
not a human being was to be found in the whole extent of this once 
magnificent city audits dependencies. The forlorn remnant took 
up its abode beside the principal mosque and college of Shltan Ghey- 
auth-ud-dein the Ghourian, where they subUsted for some time, it is 
said, on the dried Qesh of the carcases of the slain ; until, by exploring 
the granaries and stables, and collecting, grain by grain, a few measures 
ofwheatand barley, t,hey proceeded bysuch means asthey could devise, 
to cultivate a small piece of ground for its reception, and secured a. 
scanty crop for their first harvest. They elected the above-mentioned 
Shurf-ud-dein, to preside over their infani community ; and they con- 
tinued to exist, under various difficulties and discouragements, until 
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the period at which, on succeeding to his father’s power, Ougtay Kkn A. 
determined to restore their beloved city ; and for that purpose dis- 
patched from his court, accompanied by other respectable persons, 
Ezz-ud-dein Mukuddum.with instructions to rebuild and repeople the 
long neglected ruins of Herat. 

Jengueiz, either by himself or his generals, had thus satiated his 
vengeance, in the manner which we have briefly attempted to describe, 
andin the entire subversion of everv thing that constituted the strength 
and glory of ti;e Persian empire, when he conceived it expedient to 
deliberate with Ivaratchaur and others his ministers and principal ge- 
nerals, on his future proceedings. To the majority it appeared ac!\ isa- 
ble, that his son Tcheghatiti should beimmecliately detached to the bor- 
ders of Mekraun, in order to lay waste and destroy the approaches from 
IJiiidustaun through that province ; while prince Ougtiii should be 
employed with a similar object, to over-run the whole territory to the 
Indus. Thus, in the event that Sultan Juilaubud-dein should attempt 
to return in either direction, he might find himself entirely destitute 
of the means of subsistance for his armv. The mandates of Jengueiz 
were issued in conformity with this plan of operations; and the two 
princes, each with a powerful division of troops, hastened to carry it 
into execution. In the spring of the year {(iSO), the ilogfaill monarch 
finally resolved on returning to his native dominions ; and taking the 
surae road by which he had entered the province ofGheznein, that of 
Tokharestaun, he proceeded to Baklaun or Bakalaun, in the same 
territory, where he passed the summer. In the commencement of au- 
tumn , he recrossed the J eybim and marched to Samarkand ; where he re- 
mained during the winter, or cold season of fl90-3I. 

The princes Tchegliatki and Ougtai proceeded, on the other hand, 
to complete thedesignsoftheirtather’svindictive policy, witlitheir usual 
promptitude and precision ; and having carried pillage, and massacre, 
and desolation, through the greater part of the countries exposed to 
their fury, and destroyed among other places, in particular, the city of 
Gheznein, they returned, at the termination of this predatory sw-ep 
by separate routes into Transoxiana, and went iuto winter-quarters at 
Bokhara. The short relaxation which they now enjoyed from the 
fatigues of war was devoted to the field s|)orts of hawk’mg and hunting; 
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and they are said, on this occasion, to have furnished their father at 
Samarkand, with a weekly supply of fifty ass-lpads of game. 

Attheconclusionofthecold season, and the opening of the beauties 
of spring, *Jengueiz took his final departure for the country of the Mo- 
ghuls ; giving direction that the captive dowager, Tfirkan Khfitun the 
mother of Sultan Mahommed the Khaurezmian, with the w'ives and 
women of that once powerful monarch, should be conducted,. in cruel' 
triumph, at the head of his columns ofmarcb, while the misfortunesand 
ruin of her house were proclaimed, with every circumstaiioe of humi- 
liation, through the countries so recently subject to herauthority. On 
the banks of the Seyhfin, both Tcheghatai and Ougtki rejoined the 
camp of their father; which, after passing thatriveri was subsequently 
removed to the plains ofBaklanyauzy, in the neighborhood, as it would 
appear from De la Croix, of Tonkaut, or Finauket, 

In consequence of the jealousies which subsisted between hihiiand' 
his brother, Jujy, or Tchhtchy Khaun, after thereduction of Khaurezm,, 
had marched with his division into Keptchauk Tartary, eastward; of 
the Volga. From thence he was now summoned, to- complete on his. 
side, the arc of the grand circular hunt, (Jerkah)t whichhisfiither and, 
brothers, with the main body of the army, were gradually proceeding 
to carry on from the banks of the Sey hu n .. At the station of 0 uk&eir„ 
where the different points, or extremities, of the enormous circle be- 
came united, Jengueiz first advanced tO: the slaughter of the infinite- 
variety of wild animals which had been, driven together towards the- 
centre ; and having killed with his own hands a heap of deer and- an- 
telope, and in short of every species of game,, until he became weary of 
the sanguinary amusement, he consigned the remaindec to the disposal 
of the sh^hzklahs of the imperial family, and of the other generals.. 
When the whole became also satiated with this, species of slaughter,, 
the animals that survived were liberated to, their native solitiides; va- 
riously marked according to thefa'ncy of the liberators. 

At the tekmi'nation of the imperial. Hunt, Jfljy Khaun-, who- had'-la- 
hduxed fbr some tihie 'under displeasure, was restored to, his fatlier's; 

♦■A.D.1224;, 

According to De Ik Crobt the circle on its earliest formation, is- called Nerh^ Sec his 
descripilon ofdus’niagiiificent amosenient, in Cap. YII. ofhis history.. 



o;35 


presence, whose hands, submissively kneeling, he was permitted to a. H. 021 - 24 . 
kiss. Among the vast and splendid display of presents, which he of- A.D.1224 2 7. 
fered on this occasion to the acceptance of iiis father, was a lot of one 
hundred thousand valuable horses, of wiiich twenty thousand were 
ail of one colour, grey — (Khink). 

Jengueiz passed the summer season* ( 691 ) at the same station of 
Oukaeir,-)" having there convoked an extraordinary Kiiriltai, or general 
diet of the states of his immense dominions ; at tvhich the only trans- 
action noticed by our author, is the punishment of some Eyghuriau 
chiefs. And in the month of Zilhudje, the last of the six hundred and 
twenty first year of the Hidjerah,]: after an absence of about six years, 
this mightymonarchreturnedtohisimperialresidenceoflvarakorum. 

He was however suffered to enjoy but a very short repose from the 
fatigues of this memorable expedition. During the severity of 
the same winter, reports successivtly camein, of the disaffection and 
rebellious designs of Slieiderk nor perhaps SheidazkUjtheprinceofTan- 
gueit, or Neiket, otherwise called also Kashein, north-west of the 
Chinese frontier; and ofhis activity in assembling vast bodies of troops 
for purposes manifestly hostile. Jengueiz did not hestitate a moment 
to forsake the festivities of his capital, and to proceed at the head of 
his troops to anticipate the designs of his adversary ; who advanced, 
on his part to oppose him, with an army of not less than five hundred 
thousand fighting men, Ofthe dreadful battle, which, at asubsequent 
period, terminated this war, the author furnishes no other description, 
than that, through the operation of that eternal destiny which in all 
things sustained thegrandeur of Jengueiz, the Tangutian was defeated, 
with the loss of the greater part of his army ; that among the .Mc^huls 
there prevails a ludicrous persuasion, that for every hundred thousand 
killed in battle, one of the slain will be found standing on his head re- 
versed ; and that on this occasion three of those who perished on the 
side of Sheiderkfi, were found in that position. Hence it is inferred 
that the number of those who fell, on the part of the vanquished mon- 
arch amounted to three hundred thousand. After this dreadtul and 

•July, Augast,1224 
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sanguinary discomfiture, Shei’derku retired to tFie fortress of Artakia,. 
perhaps Arbaka, among the mountains bordering his country to the 
westward, between it and the territory of the Eyghiirs ; while Jen- 
gueiz proceeded without interruption, to extend his destructive ravages 
to the whole of the country of Kashein, now abandoned to his mercy. 

When he had glutted his troops with pillage and slaughter, on the 
dominions of his adversary, 'Jengueiz drew them westwards, in the 
direction of Jiirjah (Jfirje) and Tengnaush. The prince of the for- 
pier country hastened, however, to avert the approaching storai, by 
early assurances of submission, and by a dispatch of presents suitable 
to the grandeur and power of his formidable assailant. Among the 
articles which composed this splendid oflering to disarm a tj'rant of 
his vengeance, is said to have been a tray of pearls, of the finest water 
and beauty; which Jengueiz directed to be distributed on the spot, to 
suchofhis soldiers as had their cars perforated for the reception of such 
a jewel ; and it is further stated, that while the imperial attendants 
were carrying into execution the orders of their sovereign, several of 
the Moghiils, whose ears had not previously undergone the neces- 
sary operation, proceeded without ceremony to bore and mangle them 
with their knives and packing needles, in order to possess themselves 
of thesepreciousoraaments. A circumstance which is possibly des- 
cribed to attest, at the same time, the brutality and avarice of these 
ferocious tribes^ There was, however, such abundance of the article, 
that a prodigious surplus undisposedof, still remained among the trea- 
sures of Jengueiz. 

The agents of Sheiderkfi, orSheidezku, hastened in the mean time 
from Artakia, with proposals from their master to submit himself to 
the mercy of Jengueiz, and even to appear in person in his camp, 
at the expiration of one month, provided the MogluH monarch would 
solemnly engage to spare his life. To thisengagement, Jengueiz did not 
scruple to pledge his faith, at the moment that he harboured the 
most deliberate design to violate it, whenever the credulous prince 
should put himself in his power. But, the health and strength of this 
great and ferocious conqueror were now rapidly declining ; and he per- 
-ceived that the period was fast approaching, in which all the views of 
eaithly grandeur and ambition, must finally terminate. 
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At this solemn crisis, he called together around him his sons, and A. H, C24. 
brothers, and the other princes of hi? blood, at the head of whom ap- A.P. 12-27. 
peared his sage and faithful counsellor Khratchaur. Having dispatched Habeib-us- 
some preliminary admonitions, in which above all things, he strenu- 
ously recommended a spirit of harmony among themselves, as the firm- 
est basis on w’hich to preserve unbroken the glorious inheritance which 
hewas about to leave them, he addressed bimselfexclusivelvto his three 
sons, Tcheghatal, Ougtai, andTulyKhaun,allof whom were present, 
and demanded, in the event they conceived such a designation advi- 
sable, whom in their opinion they thought he should nominate to suc- 
ceed him ? the royal brothers at once declared, that by inclination and 
duty, they were equally disposed to submit to any arrangement, that 
might accord with their father’s sovereign pleasure. Jengueiz then 
pronounced, that to the bulk of his dominions, and to the throne of the 
Khauns, he vested the succession, without alternative, in his third son 
Ougtlli ; and causing an instrument to that effect to be drawn up on 
the spot, he immediately required that his other sons, and his brothers, 
should affix their signatures to H, engaging themselves, under every 
contingency, andwith unfailing zeal, to be obedientto the authority of 
that prince. The territory of Turkestaun westward, with Mawur-un- 
neher or Transoxiana, he at the same time allotted to Tcheghat^* 

Then calling for the covenant between Kabal Khaun and Katchuly 
Bahauder, attested underthe great sealotToumnah Khaun, hedelivered 
it into the hands of Tcheghatai ; Avith a solemn charge, that in confor- 
mity with the stipulations of that venerated engagement; he should iu 
all things govern himself by the counsels of KkratchaurNftyan, w'hom 
he admonished him to consider, in-everyrespectjhis associate in Avealth 
and power, and to- whose guidance and discretion he now finally con- 
signed him. Toall this, T chegliatai pledged himself faithfully tocoaform. 

This important arrangement dispatched, Jengueiz finally required 
that his death, whenever that awful consummation which he daily 
looked for should have taken place, miglit as long as possible be kept 
a secret : and, as if he were desirous to the last that his glories should 
be steeped iu blood, but ostensibly that his. children might succeed to 
llieir inheritance, undisturbed by external hostility, hecommanded that 
w'hen Sheiderku, relying on the faith of the recent treaty, should quit 
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the safeguard of his asylum in the mountains, and appear in the 
camp of the Moghuls, he should be instantly put to the sword, toge^ 
ther with the whole of his followers. Shortly afterwards he expired ; 
but it would be difficult to. coincide with our author and his muse, 
in the remark “that the eyes of this tremendous conqueror were no 
“sooner closed, than it might be forgotten that he was ever born,” al- 
though few will be disposed to question, that there were millions who 
lamented that he ever saw the light. 

The dissolution of this fearful instrument of the vengeance of an 
offended God, is said to have taken place on the fourth day of the 
month of Rarazaun, of the six hundred and twenty fourth of the Hid- 
jerah* corresponding with the Tenguzeil, or year of the mouse ; if that 
be the first of the twelve-year cycle of the Moghul kalendar, exhibited 
in De la Croix’s history, remarkable for being also the year of his birth, 
and of his accession to sovereign power. He had nearly attained to 
the seventy fifth Lunar year of his age ; having lived exactly seventy 
two Solar years, six months and two and twenty days, and lield the 
universal sovereignty of the Tartar nations, for a period of five and 
twenty Lunar years. 

Ofvvives and concubines he his represented to have entertained up- 
wards of five hundred ; of whom the pre-eminence is assigned to the fol- 
lowingfiveprincesses in particular. 1. Burtah, orPurtah Ivoutchin, tUe 
daughter of Zei Nhyan, chief of the Konkoraut, or Congonit nation. 
2. Kenju, or Kebkhu Khatun, the daugliterof Altan,or Alti'm Ivhauu, 
of Khatai. 3. Goury, or Gouzi Surun, the daugliterof Tayang Ivhaun. 

4. Beysuloun, perhaps Ouisoulougine, the daughter of Oung Kliaun. 

5. Tchanku,orJankuKuloun(KoulanKhatunofDelaCroix)thodaugh- 
ter of Tairasun (a Mogbhl, Khaun or chief of tlie Merkoite). Of these 
five illustrious ladies, the precedence is again allotted to Burtah Kou- 
tchin, who bore to her august consort, four sons and five daughters. 
The male children to Jengueiz are, however, on the utuhority of the 
preliminary discourse to theTeymfirian Zuffur-namah, represented as 
nine in number in the whole; of whom the four sous of Burtah iCou- 
tebin, have obtained a very distinguished place in the history of na- 
tions. These were 1. Jfijy, drTchfitchy,or'TAshy. 2. Tcheghatki, 
orZagatay. 3. Ougt^i, orOukdai, orO.ctai. 4. Tuly., Theformer, 

• Sixleentli of August, A. D; 1*227. 



and the two latter, under their father’s authority, presided with dif- A, 11. rat. 
ferent titles, in the principal departments of the state. Jujy, the pro- A. D. 1 - 227 . 
genitor of the Khaunsof Keptchauk,and the Crimea, was grand hunts- Habeib-iii- 
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man, and master of the revels. Ougtui superintended in the depart- 
ment of civil affairs ; and Tilly Khaun, hence probably entitled Ou- 
liigh, or UlfighNuyan, the s^rcat Amtir, presided over, and emulated 
all things relating to the safety of the camp, -and the administration of 
the armies. 

The author concludes his summary of the acts of this wonderful 
man, by describing that Jengueiz professed himself of no particular 
religion, or mode of faith; and that be equally avoided either molesting, 
or giving the preference, to any one profession of belief beyond ano- 
ther; on the contrary, that he treated with respect and humanity the 
learned and the pious of all religions ; rendering this his medium to the 
favor of that Eternal King, whose nature is superior to all wants and 
imperfections, and who.?e beneficence surpasses measure, as much as 
his power transcends all magnitude. To Jengueiz are finally ascribed 
mcist of the laws and usages observ^ed to the days of the author, among 
the Moghul tribes; and, from an anecdote with respect to his sou 
Ougtai, it would appear, at the same time, that he was totally unac- 
quainted with all other languages than his own. A native ofBokhira, 
of the name of Mahmud Yelwauje, held a distinguished, if not a prin- 
cipal employment in theVizzaurut, or ministry, of this great monarch. 

Soon after the death of Jengueiz, like the wild animal which volun- 
tarily stops into the snare of the huhter, the unfortunate Sheiderkii 
presented himself in the camp of the Moghfils ; and, in strict confor- 
mity with the dying injunctions of their fathfer, was immediately cut 
to pieces, by the Shahz-Jdahs, together with all that accompanied him. 

They then returned to the imperial residence of Kurakorum ; in the 
neighborhood of which, at the foot of a tree, expressly marked but for 
the purpose by himself, one day during a hunting party, they commit- 
ted the remains of their august and renowned parent, to the narrow 
chamber of the grave. In every short time,, the spot which encircled 
the tomb, was so overgrown with trees and shrubs, planted in all pro- 
bability by the hands ofthose who venerated the immortal spirit which 
reposed there, as to become equally impenetrable to the winds ofhea- 
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ven, and inaccessible to the curiosity of man ; nothing human, bein^ 
thus further , permitted to imprint its footsteps upon the hallowed sod 
which covered the ashes of the invincible Jengueiz. 

Before we resume the legitimate course of the narrative, the reader 
may, perhaps, be disposed to lend his attention a little further, while 
we briefly dispatch the history of the immediate successors of this 
magnanimous monarch, in the remoter regions of the east. 

It has already been seen, that the title to the succession was dis- 
tinctly decided in favor of the third son, Ougtui,* by the express and 
solemn judgment of his father ; and he appears to have proved himself 
a prince of singular talents, benevolence, and virtue, selected by the 
goodness of providence to heal those wounds inflicted on the stii^l 
bleeding nations, by the avenging power of his predecessor. Never-, 
theless, after discharging the last solemn duties to the remains of the 
departed hero, the Shahzudahs separated to tiieir respective places of 
residence, without coming to any express resolution on the subject of 
the sovereign authority. 

Two years subsequent to this separation,f the leading branches of 
the family of Jengueiz re-assembled, however, from different parts of 
Moghfllstaun, in order to form a general diet of the states of Tartary, < 
at the imperial Ourdii of Karakorum. Among those enumerated to 
have met on this important occasion, were Batu, and his brothers the 
sons of Jujy Khaun, from Keptchauk ; Outakein, Balkouty, and Eyl- 
tcha, the brothers of Jengueiz, from the provinces to the eastward ; 
and K&ratchaur from Peishbaligh, on the part of Tcheghathi ; Ougttli, 
and Tfrly Khaun, with the younger children of Jengueiz, being already 
on the spot. The dying instructions of that monarch, and the elevation 
of his third son to the throne of the Moghuls, by the title of Ougtii 
Kaan were now made the subject of serious deliberation ; and that 
pr'nce was urged by the unanimous voice of the august assembly, to 
invest himself without futher delay, vyith the supreme and sovereign 
power. Ougfli, at first, appeared to decline the arduous task, alleging 

*In the same and indificrent manuscripts, this name' is indiscriminately written Ouktii 
and Oukdii ; we have chosen that which appears in the text, as conveying the nearest reseni* 
biancf oftiw onginaU European writers have however in general tuadc it Octai. 
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at the same time, t^i^^supericrcIaimsofhiseUirHrot’fierTcIipelri-^!. ini A. K. 
tliepre-eminenttaleutsofhisuDuies; thedebatehein? thus protracterhbr 
a period of forty days. On the forty first dciy, however, as soon as thesun 
had ascended his golden car in the azure vault ct' heaven, the wholecf 
the Shabzadahs with the princesses of the imperial family, and Xuyans, 
declared in a body toOugtai, their equal repugnance and inability to 
proceed, in any respect, contrary to the express and solemn decision of 
theirlate venerated sovereign ; and that it therefore behoved himtowaive 
these scruples more specious than solid, and to charge himself, since 
there was no alternative, with thesecurity and happiness ofthat countless 
mass ofnations,which extended overso vast a proportion of thehabi table Ougtai K.aas', 
globe. Ougtai no longer resisted their united importunities ; but nod- Jea^aeiz" 
ding a reluctant assent, the Sliahzadahs, in conformity with the practice ° 

of the Moghuls on similar occasions, immediately cast loose the girdles 
from their waists ; and, Tulv Khaun takinst his brother bv the ri^ht 
hand, while his uncle Outakein supported him on the left, the whole 
proceeded, at the hour agreed upon by the astrologers, to seat him on 
the throne of his father, accompanying the ordinary vows and congra- 
tulations, with ashowerofgold and jewels which they scattered upon 
his head. The princesand Ameirs then bent their knees to the earth, 
nine times; after which, agreeable also to the custom of thmr forefa- 
thers, they repaired to a spot without the imperial residence, and again 
knelt three times, with their faces towards-the sun. They finally re- 
turned to the presence of Ougtai, to partake in the scenes of festivity 
and joy, usual on such occasions ; while the gates of the imperial trea- 
sury being thrown wide open by the new sovereign, a distribution 
ofpresents, in jewels, and specie, and costly habiliments, immediately 
took place, toan incalculable amount. 

When the attention of the monarch, and his court, was sufficiently 
disengaged from the dispatch of these important preliminaries, th** wis- 
dom of Ougtai was directed to compose the disorders which had ari- 
sen in some of the remoter provinces of the empire. Among others 
employed to assert, and vindicate his authority, throughout the regi- 
ons of Tartary and the territories of the Persian empire, was Jermau- 
ghunNAyan; detached, about this period, with three toinauns, or 
thirty thousand horse, into Irak and Azerbkijami, to oppose the designs 
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of Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein. This chief, as well as others who proceeded 
on similar errands to different quarters, at the same time, returned at 
distant periods, crowned with victory, and loaded with spoil. 

In the former month of Rebbeia* of the six hundred and twenty- 
seventh ot the Hidjerah, Ougtai, accompanied by his brothers Tche-' 
ghatai and Tuly, engaged in an expedition to complete the conquest 
of China; the emperor Allan Khaum who continued to support his 
authority at Tay mi ng, having probably about this crisis, evinced the 
design of recovering his hereditary dominions to the northward. When 
they had proceeded for some marches together, Tuly Khaun was de- 
tached with an advanced division of two tomauns, to enter China by 
the route of Tibet ; Ougtai in person, ivith themninbody, taking the 
right hand, or perhaps more correctly, the direct road into the cnemy*s 
territory. The division under Tuly Khaun appeared first before a city 
upon the Feramuran, or white, or perhaps yellow river, which after a 
siege of forty days, he succeeded in taking posssesion of. From thence, 
after exhibiting the customary scenes ot pillage and slaughter, he con- 
tinued his march towards the metropolis of Taymiiig. In the pass of 
DiitungfaaKehlika, (perhaps Kentacla) lieappcarstoliavebeeii hemmed 
in by one of the Chinese generals, at the head of one hundred thousand 
horse ; after having been driven for some time on the way towards Kha- 
tai, or northern China, On this occasion, Tuly is described to have 
had recourse to the mysterio-us influence of the Sung yeddah, op laj)i 9 
imbrifer, to relieve him from his perilous situation; and this is said to 
have actually produced so prodigious a fall of snow, that the Chinese 
army, rendered incapable oi exertion by the severity of the cold, was 
for the greater part cut to pieces : thus, according to our author, thoiigli 
without explaining wherefore, exhibiting in another shape, the judg- 
ment anciently inflicted on the sinful couutrymeu of Lot. Re that, 
however, as it may, the obstacles thrown iir the way of Tilly Khaun 
01} this occasion, appear for the present to have prevented the attack 
of Tayming ; since he must have immediately deviated from his ori- 
ginal course, to rejoin the main body of the army under Ougtai, who 
caressed him' with fraternal kindness on his escape from his perilous 

‘"January, Febraary, 1230, 
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expedition. Koutiil^ft, or Koutukou Hurreby, a commander ofhj?h 

distinction in the i^Iogliul armies, was chosen upon this, to proceed 

with a powerful force to the reduction of the Clwnese capital, and fi- 

nallvto terminate the authoritvofAItan Khaim. 

*■ %• 

Ougtai returned shortly afterwards to the Yarut, or seat of his an- 
cestors; but, his brotherTuly was seized with liis last illness, and died 
on the march homewards, on this occasion. He was, as we have al- 
ready seen, the fourth son of Jengueiz, theinseparablecompanion of his 
enterprise?, and his faithful counsellor under the most difficult contin- 
gencies of his arduous career. He left eight sons ; tour of whom, by 
the same mother, who was the daughter ofJankuor Tchangn,a Chris- 
tian prince, the brother of Oung Khaun. These ’were Manga, Koub- 
lai, Artekbuka, and Hulauku Khauii. The names of the others would 
be unimportant. 

In the mean time, Koutulku, the Moghul general, appeared before 
Tayming ; and w'as attacked, and defeated by an immense multitude 
w'hicli issued from the gates of that city. A report of his misfortune 
was conveyed to his sovereign ivitliout dfelay by the general ; and a 
reinforcement, numberless as the sands of the desart, was immediately 
dispatched to his aid. By this, Koutulkh w'as enabled to resume the 
wonted superiority of his nation, and, having soon afterwards beaten 
the Khatayan armies out of the field, to invest the then metropolis of 
theChinese monarchy. Subdued by his apprehensions, Altan Khaun, 
or the prince who bore the title, embarked, in these circumstances of 
his capital, on the great river by which it was protected on one side; 
and for the present withdrew from the danger. But, being unceasingly 
pursued by the persevering and indefatigable Moghuls, he was at last 
shut up in one of the remoter cities of his dominions, without the pos- 
sibility of further escape; and there, cutolf from all hope of deliverance 
from the rancour of his enemies, he took his final resolution. Having 
seated one of Ins Kourtcheis, or guards, on the throne of theChinese 
monarchy, he deliberately cast himself, together with his wives and chil- 
dren, into the bosom of the burning pile; in which he was imm'*di’.itely 
consumed to ashes. xVccording to others he put a period to his life and 
misfortunes by hanging himself. The whole empire not long after- 
wards, submitted in consequence, to Koutfilka; and prodigious riches 


A..H. 027-51. 
A.D. t23!t-ai, 

Hai;fcin-u> 

se}T, 



544 


A. H. C81-33. 
A. D. 1334-36. 

Habcib-us- 

seyr. 


became, as might be well conceived, the lot of the victorious Moghiils ; 
and, when the triumphant conclusion of the undertaking was made 
known to the imperial Ougtai, he hastened to provide for the security 
of the new government, by dispatching Mahmhd Yelwauje, the Bokh- 
arian formerly adverted to as one of the ministers of Jengueiz, with a 
code of laws and orders for its permanent regulation. 

The complete subjugation of the Chinese monarchy, on the death of 
Altan Khaun, by the sons of Jengueiz, is here stated to have occurred 
in the former Jummaudy of the six hundred and thirty first of the 
Hidjerah ;* about sixyearsand six monthsafter the demiseof that great 
conqueror. In the course of the same year, Ougthr having erected for 
himself at Karakorum, a palace of extraordinary magnificence, each of 
the ShahzMahs, and principal Ameirsproceededto follow his example, 
by raising, contiguous to, and in the quarters round it, superb and 
lofty structures, decorated with all the skill and exquisite workman- 
ship, for which the artists ofKhatay and China, now assembled at the 
imperial residence, have ever been so justly celebrated. Two years 
afterwards, namely, in the six hundred and thirty third of the Hidjerah,*- 
his nephew B^th thesonof Jujy, his own son Guyhg, or Gayfig, with 
Mangfi the son of Tuly, and Mungaotoury, and Paydaur, the sons of 
Tcheghatiii, proceeded by the directions of Ougthi to reduce the several 
countries of Russe, or Muscovy, Tchirkess, or Circassia, Bulghaur, 
north of Keptchauk, and lastly of Kashghar. In a, period of seven years,, 
during which they were employed in these widely extendedoperations, 
they are said to have been triumphant in every quarter; returning at 
the expiration of that period, covered with glory to the court of Oug- 
tai ; and it was probably during this expedition, which took place be- 
tween the 1236th and the 1943d ofthe Christian mra, that Bhth carried 
his ravages through Poland, and Moravia and Hungary, to. the banka, 
ofthe Danube. 

About the same period, the six hundred and thirty third year of the- 
Hidjerah, an officer of the name of Arg-hfin Aka, or Aga, ofthe tribe of 
Ouairat, brought up in the civil, or financial departmentof the army, 
and enrolled among the macebearers of the court, was appointed ta 
the government of Khoxassauu. This nobleman, soon after his arrival: 

• ‘Februajry.A. D.1234, fA. 0.1236, 
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n his province, undertook in one of his dispatches to describe to his 
sovereign, some faint outline of the melancholy desolation which still 
covered theterritoryofHerfit. The heart ofOugtai lonsr inured, as hehad 
been, to the most dreadful scenes of havoc and blood, had by this time 
begun to expand to the sentiments of benevolence to which he was 
disposed by nature. He became impressed with an earnest desire to 
restore from its ruins, that once splendid and beautiful city ; and gave 
orders that AmeirEzz-ud-dein, the provost of the weavers, who with 
five hundred of his trade, had been formerly transported into Tartarj', 
on the submission of the inhabitants to Tuly Khaun, should immedi- 
ately proceed into Khorassaun ; accompanied by fifty of his fellow ex- 
iles, expressly charged to employ their utmostexertions in rebuilding 
their native place, andin restoring cultivation to the surrounding- soli- 
tude. A Moghal chief of the name of Kereik was their associate, with 
a patent for the government of Herat, and letters addressed to the peo- 
ple of Khorassaun in general ; calling upon them to beware of exhibit- 
ing the slightest neglect in promoting the benevolent design. In the 
six hundred and thirty sixth of the Hidjerah,* Ezz-ud-dein and bis 
associates reached HerSt, and commenced without delay, and with thC' 
utmost activity, the work O'f restwation. Tb6 exertions of patriot 
zeal, and benevolent policy, were in a short time- recompensed. The 
long lamented city rose again majestic among the ruins, and rapidly 
re.suir.ed the resemblance, at least, of her former stateliness, and exten- 
sive population. 

Many conspicuous and striking proofs are.fnrther related of rhe en- 
larged understanding, benevolent disposition, and extensive liberality 
of Ougtai ; but it will be sufficient for the design ot' these pages- to in- 
troduce the two following instances; the first, as it refers to the extreme 
dread ol’thunder ascribed to the Mc^buls, in the XXth article of the 
code of laws, exhibited in his history, by De la Croix ; and the second, 
as it is represented, on the authority of the Rouzut-us-sutia, to have 
but a short time preceded, and iu some respect perhaps to have hast- 
ened his death. 

By a law of the MoghfiK the people are strictly prohibited from sit- 
ting iu their ponds and i ivers, either to bathe or even wash tkeir hands ; 
Ifom carrtiiig water in ve-sselo of gold or silver ; and- trum spreadii^ 
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their linen ’when washed, on the o,pea plains to dry, during the day 
time, whether in spring or summer'; their country being subject to 
dreadful thunder-storms from the commencement of the one season 
to the close of the other, and it being the national belief that all the 
above circumstances, (either by the exhalations produced in disturbing 
the waters, or some othercause unexplained) had a tendencytoincrease 
the violence,' and frequency of those phosnoraena. Hence, as Ougtai 
and his brother Tchcghatai, were one day on their return from a hunt- 
ing party, they came unexpectedly upon an unfortunate Mussulman 
while bathing himself; and Toheghathi was proceeding to execute sum- 
mary justice, by putting him to instant death, when moved by an in- 
herent sentiment of compassion, Ougtai interceded for the man, by 
stating that the daywas far spent, and that he was not then at leisure to 
inquire into the circumstances of his offence. He therefore suggested 
the propriety of committing him for that night, to the custody of Daun- 
eshmund Ilhjeh, one of the grooms of his bedchamber'; and that it 
would he time enough to put the law in force against him, on the fol- 
lowingday. Tcheghatfii was prevailed upon to agree to this arrangement, 
and the man was accordingly consigned to the care of Dauneshmuud, 
who conveyed him to his own quarters. The same night, Ougthi dis- 
patched a person in whom he could confide, to deposit a billesh of sil- 
ver* in that part of the river, in which the man had been found bathing 
himself^ while another person was employed to instruct the delin- 
quent, when he should be brought the next day for trial, ,to allege in 
oxtenuation, that being a man in indigent circumstances, and all his 
wealth comprised in a single bMesh of silver, he was overcome, by 
his apprehensions of losing it, when he perceived himselfsuddenlysur- 
rounded by a strange body of cavalry ; and that he therefore plunged 

■ into the stream where he had hidden it. 

Next mofning,in conformity with the directions ofTcheghathi, Daun- 

■ eshmund conducted his prisoner to the presence of Ougt(L\ ; where, to 
thequestions put to him, as to the motives bywhich he had been ac- 
tuated to violate the known la wsof theempire, he made thereply in which 

• he had been previously instructed ; and some of the attendants were 

■ -oniered to the, spot, to search for this obvious proof of his truth or false- 

■ - ** A Gojn oi thftvaltie ofabout four shillings ; fbe b^Iesh of gold being of the.wi iglit of 
eight ]ucthkals,aud two daunkabs, each metiikal or meskal, eijnal to a dram and a holf. 
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iiood. The ba’csh was found, in the same place in which it had been A. H; cw- 
deposited, and laid before the mooarcb. On this Ougtai proceeded to A. O'- 12 At. 
declare, thathe did not conceive there existed a human being who could 
deliberately venture to set his laws at defiance ; and that this wretched 
creature, smarting under the excess of poverty and want, had therefore 
probably been induced to riskhislifeforthepreservation of a single piece 
of silver. Then directing ten more pieces to be added to the original 
biilesh, he gave the whole to the Mussulman ; and dismissed him, with 
a caution to beware in future, of committing himself by a similar 
transgression. 

The next instance exhibits a similar trait of benevolence, combined 
with a strong tincture of superstition. A Moghul shepherd had the 
greater part of bis flock destroyed, in the course ofa single night, .by the 
savage depredations ofa wolf; and he ventured on the morning whichr 
followed, to describe to- the imperial Ougtai, the cruel mischief by 
which he had been thus stripped of his property. The monarch de. 
sired him to console himself, for that the destroyer must soon be taken. 

It so happened tbata band of wrestlers, or athletae, who were travelling 
from Khorassaun to exhibit their performances at the court of Ougtai, 
should seize the wolf, and briug it with them into-the presence^ that 
monarch. Assigning to the athletae a reward of one thousand baiesb,. 

Ougtai sent for the shepherd ; and telling him, that the death of the 
wolf could avail but little to repair his losses, at the same time made 
him a present of one thousand sheep, and set the ferocious marauder 
at large : but some greyhounds which lay on the watch, immediately 
tore the wolf to pieces. The Kiian, appeared considerably disturbed, 
by the latter circumstance ; and as a sort of retaliation for.blood, causing, 
the dogs to be also destroyed,, retired to his pavilion- nnder estreme- 
depression of mind.. To his courtiers he explained, that perceiving in 
himself some strong symptoms of approaching debility, and decline of 
health, he bad' conceived- the idea, that by rescuing some living crea- 
ture from the jftws of death, heaven.might in compensation be disposed, 
to prolong his life. But, since the wolf badnot been permittedloescape, 
it was manifest that the propitiation was rejected, and that be must 
shortly prepare to die.. His conjecture proved. well, founded. Not 
Bianv days clasped before he was confined tothebediofsicknes; and he 
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A. H. <!3S.42. expired shortly aftertvarcle, justly lamented by bis.8ubjccts, s6me finig, 
A, D. 1242 - 44 . the six hundred and thirty ninth of the Hidjerah, after a reign of 
hiabeib-us' about thirteen years. 

From an inspection of the map, it will not be disputed that Ougtai 
was possessed of the greatest monarchy that ever appeared on earth ; 
since h'ewas paramount sovereign of all the countries from tlni southern 
limits of China to the mountains of Irak Ajem, extending from the 
forty seventh, to the hundred and twentieth degree. of longitude, and 
from the twenty second to the fiftieth degree of north latitude. 

Guyug, or Ga vouG Khaun, thesoiiofOugt'^i, second of the mon- 
archs of Karakorum and Kaltiran, of the race of Jengueiz. 

- In the zenith of his power, Ougtai is described to have declared'his 
eldest son Koutchh by Turakeina Khatun, heir apparent to his vast 
possessions; but thatprincc dying before his father, his son Sheiramhn, 
an infant, was in his stead nominated to the succession. This minor, 
Gxiyug Khattn, the.deathof Ouglai,his grandmothcrTurakeina, thecommon mother 
Ild of the sucecs- of all the children of the deceased monarch, placed upon the throne of 
sorsof Jeugueiz. Moghuls, taking upon herself tlie arduous task of administering in 
his behalf the affairs of the empire; and, by her consummate skilland 
sagacity, as well as by a seasonable distribution of favors and rewards, ■ 
succeeded in producing a temporary submission to her power, in the 
armies, and the people in general. The dowager had, however, about 
her person a female captive of the name of Ftitima, a native oflusse, 
or Mush-hed-e-mukodsah, who possessed her confidence in a pre-e- 
minent degree, and whom she consulted in the most secret concerns of 
her government. This imprudent preference excited, in many of the 
Ameirsand principal officers of the court, a spirit of jealousy and envy 
towards its object, that, at a convenient opportunity, did not fail to dis- 
close itself. ■ ■ , 

At the expiration of about .three years, during which the destinies 
. of the iilous, or family of Jengueiz, pontinuedat the discretion of Tfir- 
akeina,Guyug)Chaup returned to Karakorum, from the expedition in 
which he had been engaged against Circassia, and, the territory of Bnl. 
gha.ur,. W ith all his power,, he declined however for the present, to as- 
sume the irnpersal authority; whif'h he left, to be exercised unimpaio'd,* 
bi'the hai^.qf hisip.other. In the mean time, that princess liad dis* 
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patched to every quarter of the empire, to summons the different chiefs 
subordinate totheJen^uizian succession, totlie^enerdl assembly which 
she was about to convene at the imperial residence. A numerous con- 
course, composed of the princes, nobility, and most distinguished 
orders ofnatives, from every part of the vast territory between the fron- 
tiers of Syria and Keptchauk, and the utmost limits of Caina, with the 
exception only of Butii the sonof Jujy, who was hostile to the inter- 
ests of Guyug Khaun, accordingly met at Oordn,or Ourdubaiigh, the 
designation frequently given to Karakorum, as the city ofthe Ourdii, 
orimperialencainpment;wherekrequiredanequipmentoftwothousand 
tents, with a vast provision of every article of subsisiance and luxury, to 
accommodate, and entertain the variegated and splendid multitude. 

When the diet, by the presence of those who were destined to form 
it, appeared coinplere, the Khauns, and principal members of the im- 
perial family proceeded to determine, which of the individuals of the 
race of Ougtai, they should permanently invest with the supreme, 
power; and, as it was now perceived that Koutan, the son of that 
monarch, was incapacitated by some personal infirmity, and bis grand- 
son Sheiramiin by childhood, from the adequate exercise of the func- 
tions of imperial authority, and the dowager Tiirakeina, as well as 
Seyuikonkieny,the widow of Tuly Khaun, were both in favor of the 
claims of Guyug, the other branches of the imperial stock, and more 
powerful Nuyans, were without much difficulty brought to coincide. 
Guvug Khaun, in the latter Rebbeiaof the six hundred andfortv third 
of the Hidjerah,* and at the moment indicated by the astrologers, was 
accordingly seated on tlie throne of the Kaans, with the customary 
formalities; his cousin german Mangu, the son of Tuly Khaun, hold- 
ing him by the right, and another of the august family of Jengueiz, 
by the left hand. This w'as followed by a liberal display of rounifi- 
ceuce, on the part of the new sovereign, and by several days of festivity 
and rejoicing ; after which, it was found expedient to investigate with 
some severity, the occurrences which had taken place since the de- 
mise of the late Kaan. 

It has been already noticed that a Khorassaunian female, by her in- 
fluence with the dowager Turakeina, |:!)d rendered herself extremely 
* Septemh^ A. D, iS-h^Xholaassot-aikskiibaia'. 
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A. H. 643. obnoxious to some of the great officers of the empire; whose jealousy 
A. D. 1245. g}jg excited by availing herself of her favor with her mistress, to 
llabeib-usr interpose in the affairs of government. While their attention, was 
engaged in solemnizing the installation of Guyhg Khaun, his brother 
Koutan, or Goutan, became dangerously disordered ; and one of the 
dissatisfied Nuyans contrived to persuade him, that his distemper was- 
the effect of witchcraft, or sorcery on the part of Fhtima. The weak, 
prince, on his journey homewards, dispatched a message to inform his 
brother accordingly, that the disorder under which he languished, had. 
been produced by the diabolical practices of the Persian favorite'; and 
expressing a confidence, that if the result was fatal tO'his existence, 
the sorceress would, not be suffered? to escape the punishment due to 
her crimes. Not long afterwards, the death, of Koutan, was actually 
announced ; and Tcheighai, one of the generals, who had acquired am 
unbounded influence in the councils of tha emperor, became extremely 
urgent, that the matter might be- made the subject of immediate, audi 
serious scrutiny. A letter was upon this con veyed.^-Turakeina, from', 
the emperor her son, requiring that Fatima, might be sent to his pre-. 
sence* Thedowager, on various pretences, at firsteluded,tlie demand 
but the ejmperor becoming more peremptory in his. applications, she 
was ultimately constrained to- deliver up- lier favorite: and, as that,- 
princess died in the course of a- very few days, the invcstigation.of the- 
charge against Fatima,, was prosecuted with- unmitigating severity. 
At last, by keeping her. for several. days. exposed in. a. state of liunger- 
and nakedness, apd otherwise menacing her with punishments- still- 
more aggravated, they finally succeeded in extorting from, her a.conr 
fessionofiler guilt ; and this innocent and defenceless female w,asthere-. 

. upon condemned to suffer immediate execution.. ' 

It was next discovered, that some time previous to the arrival of, 
Guyflg Khauri at, Karakorum, .0 unj, orOutchakein, or Ou t-akein N-ny- 
an,, the brother of Jengueiz- mentioned iu.a.foriper; page, and, the aged; 
sire of eighty sons and grandsons, had approached the same metropolis, 
with, acknowledged views-.on.the sovereign, authority. And, .as in , the 
course of the investigation which Mowed, the venerablb chief appears- 
cither not-to have disavowed, or aft least to- have made bula :slight;ex^ 
ertiouto exculpate himself of the -design, several'of his principal. fot- 
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lowerswcrocondc-mnetUo atoaewith thfiiljv'ca, f:'i’ihoc'ffeucoo;’:iieir A. H, (JW. 
leader. The iloghul and Tartiur chiefs, who had met at Karakorum 
for the purpose of attending the general diet, were now dismissed to Haiwu-uy 
their respective governments ; and the agents ofseveral of the powers, 
still suffered to exist inTurkestauD,andPersia, and other parts of Asia, 
took their leaveatthesame time, loaded with honors and rewards, while 
others were treated with extreme disdain and indignity. Among the 
fonner we find mentioned the go\'ernor of Hdleb, or Aleppo, the bro- 
ther of the Seljukiaii Sultan of Rum, or Anatolia (Key Kliossrou lid) 
who received a patent of distinction, with a magnificent Khelaut, or 
dress of honor. A message of severe reproof was, on the other hand-dis- 
patched to the Khalif of Baghdad (LT ilustaussem blllah), in conse- 
quence of some complaint transmitted against him, bySheiraumun, the 
son of Jermaughua Nuyan, then employed at the head of the Moghul 
troops in Persian Irak. 

At the period under consideration, we are informed that Kedauk,and 
and Tcheighai, the fonner Atabek, or preceptor, or governor of Giiyng 
Khaun, pd the latter Ameir-ul-urara, premier grandee, andlieutenant 
general of his armies, were both Christians ; and, that by perpetually 
holding up to the admiration of their sovereign, its doctrines, these 
men at last succeeded in leading him, to evince a decided preference in 
favor oftlie religion which they professed. Hence, the wholeinfluenceof 
the government beingexerted to promote, and encourage the Christians, 
they flocked in great numbers to thecourt of the Kaan, while their adver- 
saries, the disciples of the Korkn, experienced the most mortifying and 
degrading depression, from the predominance of their detested rivals ; 
itbeiugiudeed represen ted, according toour author, that no Mussulman, 
durst venture even to address himself to a Christian in an elevated tone 


of voice, In this crisis of their prosperity, the Christians are accused of 
having obtained, through the medium of the two ministers, Kedauk and 
Tcheighai, adecree for theemasculationofeveryMahommedan, through- 
out the empire of Guytlig Khaun ; but one of their leading men, while 
bearing from the court of the monarch the obnoxious decree, for tie 
purposeof annouiicingit, beingfiercely assailed by the dogs in tliestreet, 
they seized him by, and tore to pieces the very organ.s, of which he was 
preparing to bereave theadverse sect. Ajudsraent sostrikiro-dpiArro#! 
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the Christians from prosecuting their insolent designs against the Ma- 
hommedans; nay further, it rendered them cautious of repeating even 
the names of those, over vrhom they had so recently, and haughtily 
presumed to domineer. 

Such a statement as the above might lead us to a belief, that the 
Prester John of Asia, the problematical Christian sovereign so much 
spoken of in the latter end of the twelfth, and beginning of the 
thirteenth century, is to be sought for in Guyug Khaun, the second 
of the successors of Jengueiz, and the subject of the present article'; 
who had probably acquired apretty intimate knowledgeof Christianity^ 
during the expeditions in which he was for several years engaged, on 
the borders of Circassia, and the Russian territories. The character 
has however, perhaps on better grounds, been by others assigned to 
OungKhaiin, the sovereign of the Kerdeits; whose brother Tchangii^ 
or Jaunku, the lather of Seyurkoukteny Beiggy, and maternal grand- 
father, of Maiigu, Kfiblai, and llulauku Kaans, is expressly acknow- 
ledged to have been a Christian. On this point, the authorof these pages 
confesses his incompetence to give an opinion. He will only presume 
to remark, that the resemblance is more striking in Guyfig Khaun and 
his government, than he has been' able any where else to discover, in 
the course of his researches in Persian history. 

Notlongaftcr he had vindicated his clairastothesuccossionr, and in other 
respects firmly established his authority, Guyhg Khaun determined on 
an excursion westward, to visit the territories on the Jcyhfin ; and he 
accordingly departed from Ourd&bSligh, at the head of Ids army, and 
accompanied by every requisitefor pleasure, or recreation, in, the con- 
cluding year of bis life. Contrary to the practice exhibited by his 
tremendous progenitor, every city, and town, whichlay in the direction 
ot his march, experienced on this occasion, cither from his treasury 
or his wardrobe, the most extensive proofs of a bounteous and munifi- 
cent disposition; but, continues ourauthor, the splendoroftheimperial 
standard had no sooner shed the lustre of its beams on the territory of 
Samarkand, than his progress, like that of all of m-ortal kmd, was sud- 
denly arrested by the hand of death ; about the latter Uebbeia of the 
six hundred and forty fourth of the Hidjerah,* after a short, reign of 
oue year. 


♦AiigiistA.D.im 
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lu spite of the inveterate prejudices of the ilahommedati writers, 
they are constrained to aekuowieiiije, that in the justice of liis admin- 
istration, in the paternal care with which he lahoured to promote the 
weltiire and prosperity of his people, and. in his extensive and universal 
benevolence, he closely imitated the illustrioas example of his father. 

Maxgu Kaaii the sonofTulv Khaun, third of the moiiarcLsofKar- 
akorum and kaluran, of the race of .lenaueiz. 

jVhen the life of Guyug Kliiiun thus unexpecte.dly terminated ht 
the neiifliborhood of Samarkand, the tahric of that stuneiidous oower, 
which had been erected Ivv the talents and nrowess of.leiiErueiz, besan 
to give way to the spirit of discord ; which at this period se?;i»s to have 
more clearlv manifested itself in the final separation of maav of the 
princes of thd imperial blood, r-a^h with different views and projects 
of ambitio;:, to their respective governmeDts. Bat of all the princes of 
the race of .(engueiz who flourished at the same crisis, Hath or Batui, 
tiie son of Jujy Khaun, the sovereign of the boundless plains on the 
Volga, and Borysthenes, on whom the Tartars have cotifjrred the title 
ofSueiu Khaun, surpassed in the magnificence of his court and thegran- 
deur of his power. Independent of these grounds, he might neverthe- 
less, as the representative of the elder branch of the family, have pro- 
ceeded without materially incurring the implication of arrogance, to 
exercise the privilege of which lie now availed himself, to demand in 
Keptchauk.thepresrnceofthewholeoftlieSliahzadahsof the kindred of 
-leuguciz. the most powerful of the Kuyatis, and other chieftains ofthe 
Moghiil tribes; in order to seat on the throne, that individual whom 
they conceived most worthy of the imperial dignity. Some of the 
princes, howtwer, violently opposed this usuriwtioQ ofpower; contend- 
ing that the legitimate abode ofthe Jengtiizian authority, being at Kar- 
akorum, a journey to-Keptcliouk, was on their part as unnecessary, as 
it was subversive of established precedent. At the same time, many 
thought it prudent to appear hy their representatives, while, otliera 
proceeded in person to assist at the diet tiiu.s convoked in Keptcbaiik. 
Among the liuter class, infuK-nced by the counsels of his mother, 
SejurkoiiktfUY Beiggy tiio daughter of Tchangu, or Jauriku, the bro- 
ther of Oung Kiiaun, by religion a Chrlifhtn, and a woman of singular 
liberality, talents and virtue. wasMangn the son of Tidy Khaun; whom, 
VQL. II. 4 b 
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A. FI. G44-49, she persuaded, however the majority of his kinsmen seemed disposed 
A. D. 124(3-51. (.Q t|jg contrary, to hasten, accompanied by bis brother's to the presence 
Habeib-us gf his kinsman Batu. Mangu experienced from the Khaun of Kep- 
tchauk themost flattering reception, that prince affecting to discover in 
his countenance the most evident indications of an exalted destiny ; 
and immediately declaring, that of all the princes of the blood of Jeii- 
gueiz, this young man* appeared to him the best qualified to succeed 
to the sovereign power. And, in this opinion, most of those present 
being brought to concur, Batu Avithout further debate put off his tiara, 
and his girdle from his waist, and on his bended knee proceeded on the 
spot to do homage to his kinsman. It was then determined, that in the 
course of the ensuing year, Mangu should be solemnly eulhroned in 
the presence ofageneral diet of the states of the empire, to be convened, 
fortliat purpose, at the ulfigh yurut or imperial residence of Kaiakorum. 
Soon afterthis, BUtu dispatched liisbrotherBerkahOghui, with Bouka 
Teymfir and a great army, to conduct the Kaan elect to the metropolis 
of Kaluran,and tosecure the general ackuowledgcmentof his authority. 
inrof\l«^su^' injpursuance of their plan, they proceeded on their arrival to cir- 
cessors. of Jea- cijlate to the different parts of the empire, letters to expedite the meet- 
guciz, ingof the Kuriltai, or general convention ; but, as the arrangements 

for adjusting the succession were openly disapproved of by Beissii- 
menka the son of Tcheghatai, by Sheiraumiin the son of Kutchui, and 
by Batfi Oghfil the son of Guyug Khaun, they peremptorily refused to 
obey thesummons ;declaringthat the blood ofOugtSii wasaloneworthyof 
the imperial dignity ; and conveying at the same time, by their res- 
pective agents, to the Saein Khaun a formal protest against the as- 
sumption which he had exercised, in thus disposing of the sovereign 
power. These obstacles produced in the final determination of the 
diet, a delay of nearly four years ; and Berkah Ogh&l becoming at length 
weary of the tedious suspense, wrote to his brother, requiring further 
instructions, in what manner to proceed, iii order to bring the matter 
in which he was engaged to a favorable termination. He was directed 
in reply, to. seat his cousin Mangfli on the throne of Jengueiz, without 
regard either to the assent or dissent of the Shazadahs ; and to strike 

* At this period he might be about two or three and thirty. 
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off the heads of those who persisted in opposing the measure. This X. H. 643 . 
hastened the point to a decision. iMangu Kaaa was enthroned with- 
out further delay, and with tlie usual formalities, in the presence of 
those who had long since concurred in his elevation ; and he gave on 
the day of his accession a strong proof of his universal benevolence, by 
extending the effects of it, as far as possible, even to the brute creation, 
whichon that day he entirely exempted both fromlabour and slaughter.* 

The family of Ougtai Kaan, and the Shahzadahs adverse to the suc- 
cession of Mangu. were in the mean time forming a conspiracy to sub- 
vert his power ; and for that purpose were clandestinely approaching 
the imperial residence, accompanied by a number of waggons secretly 
loaded with arms. An attendant of the Kaan’s, in search of a stray 
camel, falling however, unexpectedly, upon the camp of the malcon- 
tents. became acquainted with the design in agitation, and hastened 
toconvev the inteiliirence to his sovereign. Mensrasaur Nuvan, one 
of the imperial generals, with a body of two thousand horse, was im- 
mediately detached to throw himself in the way of the Shahzadahs, 
and to ascertain the truth of the report. This chieftain succeeded in 
surrounding the ciunp of the conspirators, one morning, before he 
could be oliserved ; and sent to inform the princes that their intenti- 
ons had been represented at court, in such colours, that in order to- 
remove the unfavorable impression, it behoved them to appear with- 
out delay in the presence of the emperor. Sheiramaii and his associ- 
ates, when they recovered from the first moments of surprise, solemnly 
protested that their design in approaching the metropolis, was actuated 
by the most innocent, if not the purest motives ; and with these as- 
surances mounting their horses, accompanied the general without hes- 
itation to the presence of ilangu. Aftej entertaining them with 
sumptuous hospitality for a period of three days, that monarch pro- 
ceeded in person on the fourth day, to examine into the truth of the 
fiiets alleged against them. The guilt of the Shahzadahs was suffici- 
ently substantiated ; and Kedauk, the Christian minister recently ad- 

*For one week nevertijcless, during the festr.lties of tlie in»falIatlon coDtinued on 

this octa^ioii, the coBsinnjrtionof lire enuit is said to have m»HBted to tHotliwisau'l \vi!j- 
gonertart loatl-i Ilneo hmidred horses tnd oieo, aud two sheep. 

4 n is 
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A. II. G49.51. verted to, who had held the most distinguished employments, both 
A. D. 1251-53. under Oligtai, and Guyhg Khaun, together with seventy thousand 
fiabeib-us- individuals concerned in leading the princes astray, .suffered by the 
sword of the executioner. 

Having thus set his mind at rest, with regard to those who were 
hostile to his authority, ManghKhan now dismissed the princes Berkah 
Oghul, and Buka Teymur, with suitable presents, anil acknowledge- 
ments of their important services, to his kinsman Bhtu. The govern- 
Eientof the eastern provinces of the empire, including the conquered 
part of China, for it does not yet appear to have been entirely subdued, 
w'as continued to Mahmud Yehvaujc; wliile the son of that minister, 
Mussioud Beg, was invested with the Vizzaurut of Transoxiaiia, The 
great provinces of Khorassaun, Irak Ajem, and Azorbayjaun, were 
assigned in permaiionee to Arghun Kliaun ; who was accompanied, 
unfortunately, by Shurf-ud-dein, a Khaiirezmian scribe, or notary, of 
the most arhitraryaiid unprincipled character, as commissioner to su- 
perintend the collections. By an ordinance issued under the autho- 
rity of Mangil Kaan, a levy of four thousand bhlesh had been fixed 
on these provinces, as a composition for arrears of tribute ; and the 
Khaurezmian, immediately on his arrival, employed his son to exact 
ffom the inhabitants ten dinaurs, for every one, of the authorized con- 
tribution; and his scheme of oppression was prosecuted with such 
unrelenting obduracy, that these noble provinces were agriu soon de- 
solated by the ordinary train of distress and dispersion. 
TheauthorityofMangfi had, at the.same time, notlongbeen consolidated 
on aba8isofsecurity,and the aflfairsofTfirkestaun, of the country of the 
Moghuls, and the territory on the Oxus, finally terminated to his satis- 
faction, when, about the six hundred and fifty first of the Hidjerah, in 
consequence of some statements which reached him, through Kauzy 
Shums-ud-dein the Kazveinian, relative to the usurpations ofthe schis - 1 
matical zealots of Almowut, and to the pride and arrogance of the Kha- 
lif Mfistaussem, he resolved to dispatch his brother Hfilaukfi, into the 
provinces of the Persian empire. This circumstance would lead us 
immediately within the natural limits of our design ; but as it might 
be unsatisfactory to dismiss the history ofthe monarchs of KArakorum, 
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however brief, in a manner so abrupt, we shall intreat the indulgence A. H. 
of the reader^ to the completion of the series. A.D. 

Having sent Hulauku to secure and extend his dominions westward, Hal»eib-us. 

* ■ S6\ r 

the views of Mangu Kaan were next directed to the final subjugation 
of China; and for this enterprise he selected his brother Kublai, pro- 
posing to follow in person at a convenient period. An embassador was 
however employed in the first instance, as on former occasions, to re- 
quire that the Fughfur, or monarch of that great country, whose name 
is stated to have been Telioukan, perhaps Tciioukang, should acknow. 
ledge himself tributary to the ilogluil. Hence it would appear, that 
the Tartar conquests had not previously extended beyond the northern 
part of China. Otherwise it would be difficult to account for the high 
sounding and indignant reply of the monarch; in which the ambassa- 
dor is charged to inform his master, that the limits of the land which 
acknowledged his authority, far transcended the measure of the ima- 
gination, and that the number of his armies was only e.xceeded by that 
of the drops in the ocean ; that if the Moghul valued the permanence 
of his power, he would confine himself to the territory already sub- 
ject to his authority, but beware of precipitating himself and his 
pt ople, into an abyss of tribulation and sorrow, of which he could form 
no conception. This proud message furnished fresh stimulus to the 
ambition of Mangu ; and, in the six hundred and fifty third* of the Hid- 
jerah, he accordingly approached the Chinese frontier, at the head of 
an army of sixty tomauns, or six hundred thousand men. When he 
reached the banks of theFer^mun, probably the Feramurau, or yellow 
liver, he caused the unfortunate Sheiraumfin, the grandson of Ougtai, 
and Khaujah Oghul, and Batu, the sons of Guyfig IChaun, to be cast 
into that river, and drowned. On the frontiers of ulteriorChina, after 
evincing- his prowess, and the superior force ofhisarms, in the subju- 
gation of numerous cities and places of smaller importance, bis career 
was at last arrested by a fortified mountain of prodigious height and 
circuit, and furnished, in the utmost abundance, with every requisite 
for subsistance and defence. 

This formidable post was immediately invested by the Moghul armies ; 
and a siege commenced which, notwithstanding their utmost activity 

•A.D.125S-, 
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A. H. 65159. andexerllon, they found themselves foiled in every attempt to bring 
A. D. 1256-67. jq ^ successful termination— Winter and spring elapsed without either 
Habeib-us- ^ cessation to their labours, or any reasonable prospectof the reduction 
of their adversaries’^ impregnable position : and the heats of summer, 
bringing with them a pestilential- disorder, swept off the besiegers in 
alarming numbers. In these circumstances, and in the belief that it 
would enable him to escape the contagion, Mangu Kfian had recourse 
to frequent and protracted inebriety; but he found it in vain to con^ 
tend, or temporise with his destiny. The contagion at last reached 
him, and after eight days illness conveyed him to his grave, some time 
in the course of the six hundred and fifty fourth of the liidjerali. 

Kubla, or Kublai Kaan, the son of Tuly Khaun, fourth of the 
monarchs of Karakorum and Kaluran, of the race of Jeiigueiz. 

At the period of his brother’s death, this prince was employed in the 
northern part of China, or Khatii, of which he probably held the go- 
vernment ; and in consequence of the dissensions which now prevailed 
among the descendants of Jengueiz,did not succeed in establishing his 

KdbxaiKaan hundred and fifty eighth of the 

IVth of ibe sue- Hidjerah. Ou his departure forthe Chinese expedition, Maiigii KSan 
cessors of Jen- had consigned the protection of the imperial residence of Kdrakorum 
to his second brother, Artckboiika. Hence on the demise of Mangfi, 
that prince had an opportunity of asserting his daira to the sovereign 
dignity ; which hedetenuiiiedtosiipportbyimmediatehostilitiesagainst 
his elder brother Kublhi. In three great battles, which took place be- 
tween the rival brothers, Artekbouka was beaten in the two- first, but 
victorious in the last ; and Kfiblai, yielding to his adverse fortune with- 
drew into Khathi. But, by one of those unlooked foi vicissitudes soi 
frequent in the events of human life, the power of Artekbouka being 
destroyed inacontest wi.thAlghuKliaun,theTckcghatayau rnonarchof 
Aluiauligh, that prince became a suppliant for the protection of the 
brother whom he had so mortally injured; and to whom he now made- 
a voluntary surrender of his person. The empire of Karakorum with 
the entire of the doniinioos of Jengueiz, became thus ultimately and 
permanently vested in the hands ot'Kublai ; who pPaished h'is brother by 
confining him to a narrow enclosure, or wall of Arabian thorns inter- 
woven, in which he perished at the expiration ofa twelve-month. 
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Soon after he had finally established his pou-erj KubluliIetornaineJ to H. 
resume the designs of subjugation ayainst the Chinese territor': of ^ 
which, after a succession of camnaic:ns he iiltijiatelv rendered him? .‘if ’ 

^ * 3 * ' 5 

coaaplete master. In Khatui, not far from Tchengdii. the ancient me- 
tropolis of the Khauns, we find that he now prcceedd to erect the ce- 
lebrated city called by the Moghuls Khaunhaligh. (orCambahi.) the 
Pekin of the moderns, within a square, of which each face is described 
as fourfarsangs, or leagues in length ; and moreover, that he connected 
bis new metropolis, by a canal of forty days’ journey in length, with 
the Zeytoun, here said to be the river which forms the boundary be- 
tween China and Hindustaun. It was probably the Chaiiom or 
Tchaiffam,oi which name there appears a river in the maps, about tlmt 
distance, west-soath-westof Pekin. He thus formed with that remote 
peninsula, a communication which led into the heart of Khatii ; the 


merchants of India bringing the produce of their country, in vessels 
along the canal, to the very centre of KhaunbMigh, which, in the lapse 
of a very short time, became a most populous and flourishing city. 

The death of Kublai Kaan appears to have taken place about the sis 
hundred and ninety third of the Hidjerah,* when he had attained to 
the age of eighty three, and after a reign of five and thirty years. He 
left aj)rogeny of twelve sons. 

Teymur, entitled Ouljaytu Kaan, the grandson ofKublai, and fifth 
of the monarchs of Karakorum, of the race of Jengueiz. 

While he wmsyetin possession of health and power Kublai had pub- i,jymce K 
licly declared his son Jeimkeiin, heir to the throne of Jengueiz ; but vm of the succes^ 
that prince dying before his father, the succession was settled on his son of Jengueiz. 
son Teymir, not less distinguished for his failings, than for his love of 
justice. At the period of his father’s death, Teymflr was absent on 
the borders of western Tartary, superintending the equipment of the 
armies about to be employed against Shalizadah Keydu ; an able and 
warlike prince, one of the grandsons of Ougtai Kaan, who had recently 
become extremely formidable in that quarter. The mother of Teymur, 
however, took charge of the government in the absence of her son ; 
and dispatched Nausser-nd-dein Abu Bukker, entitled, Skman, aiul 


»A,D,1291. 
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sometimes Beyan Kinjan,* (otie of the four ministers of finance of the 
deceased monarch, and a descendant of Seyud Ajel of BokhJira) go- 
vernor of the Chinese province of Karatchang, in the reign of iMangia 
Khn, to hasten his return to the capita!. The prince proceeded with.- 
out delay, on intelligence of this event, towards Khaunbaligh, which 
he reached some time in the six hundred and ninety fourth of the 
flidjerah. He was immediately enthroned, by the whole of the Shali- 
zMahs, and Nuyans, or principal nobility on the spot, with the title 
of Ouljaytu, or Ooljaytia lvaan,and gave ample display to the scenes 
of festivity, and to the munificent liberality, usually exhibited on si- 
milar occasions. Among those to whom he continued thedignities and 
appointments held under lusgrandtather, he particularly distinguished 
the Mahominedau minister Samaii Ivinjan recently adverted to, whose 
power and respectability he considerably advanced; whom in all mat- 
ters of revenue he directed to be implicitly obeyed ; and who retained 
by his sovereign's express instructions, tlie simple designation of his 
father and grandfather, Seyud JJel. The government of Kfirakorum, 
andofthe patrimonial inheritance of Jen.gnoiz,he consigned tohis elder 
brotlier Kumlai, and that of Scinkout, to his cousin german Abcnda-h 
Oghul, another of the grandsons ofKuliiai Iviiau. 

The war with Shabzadab Keydu, which had gradually assumed the 
most alarming aspect, was. entrusted to the management of Ivouktchm 
the son of Konz Gurekan ; the imperial residence being at this time, to 
allappearance, permanently transferredto the newcLty of Khaunbaligh. 
It has been already intimated that Teymur Ivtiaii was the slave of par- 
ticular failings ; and it is now recorded to bis praise, that all the uttenr 
tion which he could spare from his intemperate indulgences, was en- 
tirely devoted to repress the iniquitous usurpations of tyrannical vio- 
lence, and to enforce the administration ofjusti.ee. Troin the earliest 
period of life, he had, however, to a degree offrenzy, been, addicted to 
wine ; from which he was not to be reclaimed either by admonitions, or 
by any mode of restrai-nt imposed upon, him, by the paternal care of an 
anxious grandfather. Idence on the death of KAblai, and his conse- 
qu.eat accession to the sovereign pawer, he became an. absolute slave 

t Kinjaa, or Kibjan, was the appellation bestowed upon his four finance ministers by tlic 
emperor Rftblii; as Tchinsang was the title conferred on his four principal miuisters of state. 
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to this his ungovernable propensity, consuming day and night without A. H. 
intermission, in the same intemperate course of indulgence; and in this, 
in defiance of the remonstrances of his best friends, he persevered until Hawilmj- 
at the expiration of six years, these gross and brutal excesses produced 
upon him their natural effect, an incurable paralytic disorder, under 
which he, however, languished to thetwelfthycar of his reign, when be 
died. During the latter period, the government was administered by 
•his consort, assisted by the advice of the principal ameirs of the empire. 

Of the remaining monarchs of Karakorum, of the race of Jengueiz, 
fourteen in number, it will be sufficient with the author, to subjoin 
the annexed list of names. 

TIth. Kushilm, the son of Jenisel: the son ofTermah the son of Jeim- 
keim, the son of Kublai K^an. VII th. Tuktai, or Tuguiai, the son of 
K&sliilai. VIIIth.BayzyorTaizythesonofTouleg.orNoulekjOnwhom 
his subjects conferred thetitle, orsumameof Beylektii. IXth.Noush- 
iraun, perhaps Noushirvaun, the son ofDara, during whose reign, not- 
withstanding the many virtuous and amiable qualities which are said 
to have adorned his character, the authority of the Kkans ofKkrakorumt 
became convulsed by the most serious disturbances. Xth. Tougatey- 
murjthesonofTeraurKiian. XIth.Tensur,orBeissourdaur. Xllth. 

Aynkah, or Aykah, the son of Tensurdaur. Xlllth, Eyleng Kaan. 

XIVth. Keyteraur, orGuytemur. XVth. Arckteymur. XVIth. Eyl- 
tchyTeymurKaan. This prince, forsometime,attendedthecourtofTey- 
mur, Weleam however, according to our author, from the introductory 
discourse to theZuffurnamah ofthe Y ezdian^tbat the pri ace who visited 
the court of the great Teymur bore tire name of Taizy ;* who on the 
death of his patron (in the S07th of the Ilidjeraht) returned to. the 
ulughyurut, or imperial residence near Karakorum, where he ascended 
the thrcme of the Kaans. But an insurgent, of the name of Ttttkoiir, 
having revolted in Khatli, some time previous to the accession of 
Talzj’, and ultimately rendered himself entire master of the greater 

* Taizi AglcD, or Oghlan, of the race ofOctai, ^mentioned as beinj present at the court 
ofTevmiir, a little before tbe dealk of iLat uionarcU at Olraur. Vide bistorj- of Tirnur 
Bee. chap. 29. 
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part of the Chinese empire, the successor of Jenguei25 was reduced to 
confine himself to the original Yiirut, or territory of his ancestors, hero 
expressly stated to refer to Kalmauk and Karakorum. XVIIth. Alt&i 
K&an,oftheline ofArtekbouka, the third son of TiilyKhaun. XVIIIth, 
Werdai the son of Melekteymur. XIXth. and last, Ad^i the son 
of Arekteymur. These two latter princes are also stated to have 
been descended from Artekbouka, and like him, according to De la 
Croix, not to have been numbered among the K^ans ; our author in- 
deed finally remarks, that the T4izy recently mentioned, having been 
killed, after a short reign, the dominions of his ancestors were taken 
possession of, by the chiefs of the tribe of Oueyraut. 
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CHAP. XIL 

A t the close of the fifth chapter, the reader willhave witnessed the A. H. ese. 

final extinction of the EkelaufuU in the person of the unfortunate A- P- 
Mustaussem ; whose possessions, with the whole of the territory west- Habeib-us- 
ward of the Oxus, then devolved to HuLi uktt Kh aux, the fourth son 
of Tuly Khaun, and Istof the Persian rnonarrhs of the race of Jengueiz. 

Having decided the fate of Baghdad then, in the manner which we 
have attempted to delineate in the preceding pages, Hulauku returned 
into Azerbaijaun. At Meraughah, in the latter end of Rudjub*, he 
received the submission of Budder-ud-dein Lulu, prince of Mossiile, at 
this period in his hundredth year, and whom on thataccount he treated 
with particular kindness and distinction. He was honorably dismissed 
to his principality, during the succeedingmonth of Shabaun. Not long 
afterwards, the envoys of Hulauku proceeded by his instructions, into 
Syria, to demand the submission of several chiefs who governed in that 
province, part of which was still subject to theauthorityof the Egyptian Khaux 

Sultans. These agents returned however to their sovereign, after an bt of the Persian nwn’ 
ineffectual discharge of their mission ; and in order to vindicate the arcfis of the wee of 
claims of superior force, the Eyle Khaun immediately determined to 
conduct his armies into the country. During his absence, to secure 
the allegiance of the prince ofilossule, he required that Melek SSlah 
the son of that chief, should be sent to bear him company on the expe- 
dition ; and on the arrival of the young chief in his camp, he married 
him to Turkaa Klvdtun, the daughter of Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein the 
Khaurezmian. 

On^the twenty second of Ramzaun,j' Iliilaukfi proceeded on his march 
towards Syria; but on entering the province of Diaurbekir,he detached 
the Shahzadah Yeshmout to attack the fortresses of Miafaurekein, and 


* J Illy, A. D. 1258. t September 20th, A. D. 1268. 
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Mardein, while the reduction of Amida, or Hamid, was entrusted to 
Melek Salah. He advanced in person against Roha, or Edessa, which 
surrendered on capitulation ; but the cities of Nessebein, and Harran, , - 
(Carrh®) which had presumed to resist his power, he consigned over 
to plunder and slaughter. After this, he appears to have experienced 
no obstacle until he reached Aleppo ; under the walls of which, before 
the gate of Antioch, he now encamped, directing his generals with the 
several divisions under their orders, to occupy the approaches to the 
other gates. The operations of the siege commenced without delay ; 
and the Moghfils, having in a short time forced a passage into the city, 
through one of the gates called the Baub-ul-feraiik, indulged without 
controulin their ordinary ferocious excesses. The citadel continued 
to resist for some days longer, but ultimately shared thefate of the town ; 
the whole of the inhabitants, with the exception of some manufactur- 
ers and mechanics, being put to the sword without mercy. 

On the reduction of Aleppo, orHhleb,Hiulaukii proceeded to the at- 
tack of a place in the neighborhood, to which the author has not con- 
ceived it ex pedieuttoassigii a name,but which is described as possessing 
great strength and extent. W hen driven to extremity the garrison how- 
ever, sent out to propose to tlieMoghiil monarch, that acertain Mussul- 
man, ofthenameofFakher-ud-deinSauky,nowemployedabouthis per- 
son, and formerly known to.'the inhabitants, might be allowed to confer 
wdth them ;andto announce thattbey were willing to surrender, provided 
this person would engage on oath, that their lives and property should 
be safe. Whatever were his intentions as to the performance, the 
scruples of HMaukii were not ofa nicety to withhold any engagement; 
and he accordingly authorised the person they had fixed upon, to ac- 
cede, without hesitation, to whatever terms they might think proper 
to demand. In such circumstances, it was not difficult to come to a 
conclusion ; the conditions were formally ratified, and the garrison, re- 
lying upon the solemn pledge wdiich they had received, unwarily des- 
cended from their posts ; when orders were issued by the inexorable 
Hulaukft, thatthey should be instantly cut to pieces, even to the child 
in the cradlf, and the infant at its mother’s breast; all which being 
carried into execution, not a single individual was suffered to escape, 
but an Armenian goldsmith, who was spared in consideration of his 



exquisite skill in his profession . Fakher-ud-deinj the wretched instru- 
ment ofthis barbarous and detestable piece of treachery, was constituted 
governor of Aleppo ; but having, at the expiration of a very few days, 
rendered his conduct suspicious to the Moghul, he was also condemned 
to die, and his government transferred to Zeyne-ud-dein, a native of 
Kliawauf. 

Warned by the fate of Aleppo, and of the castles in its vicinity, the 
people of Damascus hastened, through the medium of certain Buigha- 
rian merchants who had settled among them, to convey, to the court 
ofHulaukA, amost splendid display of presents, with offers of prompt 
submission and allegiance. Kevbouka Nuvan was immediately dis- 
patched, on the part of the Eyle Kbaun, to take possession of the 
capital of Syria, and was received by the inhabitants with every out- 
ward demonstration of respect. In the mean time, intelligence reaching 
Hiilauku of the death of his brother Mangu, during the expedition into 
China, he appears to have felt it as a stroke of severe affliction, and it 
seems to have occasioned his sudden return into Azerbaijaun. Key- 
bouka remained, however, at Damascus; where he continued to admin- 
ister the government with considerable success and reputation ; until 
unexpectedly attacked, and made prisoner by Seyf-ud-dein Kodouz, 
or Todouz, the third Maumlhk Siiltaii of Egypt, by whom with the 
greater part of the Moghuls who composed his garrison, he was subse- 
quently put to death. 

It was formerly observed that on his arrival in Diaurbekir, Hulauku 
detached his son Yeshmout, with a division of the army, to invest the 
importantfortress of Miafaurekein, at this period under thegoverument 
of Melek Kauminil. Accordingly, having conducted his troops to 
the neighborhood, the Shahzadah conveyed a message to that chief, 
inviting him to submit without resistance. In reply to his message 
he was informed by Mtdek Kaummil, that recent examples were too 
flagrant, to admit of the slightest reliance on the professions of a Mo- 
ghul; witness the treatment of the unfortunate Mustaussem, of Rok- 
ken-ud-dein the Is8adkiliaa,and of many otherunhappy princes; whom 
his ferocious countrymen had no sooner cajoled into their power by 
their insidious promises, that they basely put them to the sword with- 
out compunction, or otherwise made away with them, by devices still . 
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A, H. 656-68, more cruel. That for bis own part, so long as a spark of life continued 
A. D. 1258-00. to animate his frame, he was resolved never to abandon the ramparts 
Habeib-us- of jjjg fortress, From the tone of this reply, the Moghdl prince was 
taught to prepare for the operations of an arduous siege. 

On the other hand, in encouraging his troops to a gallant defence, 
Melek Kaummil desired them tobe assured that all the wealth, of which 
he was master, was entirely at their disposal. He thanked heaven, 
that he was a stranger to the sordid and avaricious spirit which bad 
led the w'retched Mustaussem, instead of generously applying it to the 
preservation of hisiudepeiidence, to accumulate goldandtrcasureforhi|' 
own selfish gratifications. The hope of reward thus held out to them, 
and the confidence that thoir wants w^'ere abundantly provided for, 
united the garrison in the resolution of opposing to the attempts of the 
enemy, the most manful and determined resistance ; and they were, not 
long afterwards, fiercely assailed on every quarter. In modern times 
we have heard of cannon-shot meeting in the air, and beiiigshattered to 
pieces in the concussion ; and in the course ofthe siegeof Miafaurekein, 
the author remarks, that instances frequently occurred, in which the 
stones impelled from the adverse catapiiltse, on Manjeneik^ ofthe be- 
siegers and the besieged, were shivered by a similar concussion. 

At the expiratiouofthesecond year, to which the siege was protracted, 
the garrison became, however, so straitened, as to be reduced at last 
to eat their horses, and some, of stronger appetites, even to subsist on 
the carcases of their fellow soldiers. In this extremity, Melek Kaum- 
mil was seized by his famished garrison, and co.nducted, with his hands 
bound, and a halter about his neck, to the presence of Yeshmout ; by 
whom these wretches, to the number of seventy, were instantly put to 
the sword. The Moghuls shortly afterwards entered the place, and 
proceeded to avenge themselves for the tediousness of the siege, by a 
general roa.ssacre of the inhabitants. Melek Kaummil was, however, 
himself reserved for a more terrible and cruel retribution. He was 
conveyed to the campof Hnlaukfi ; who caused him to be fed with the 
flesh torn from his own body, until he finally expired under the hands 
of.his tormentors. ; ' • ' 

The fortress of Mardein was next invested by Yiesbmout'; and after 
a protracted siege, either through domestic treaefiferyi or external fraud, 
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fell also into the hands of the Moghiils. The relation which ascribes A. !I. C53. 
its capture to the former source, represents that when the siege hadcon- 
tinned for a period of some duratiou, the garrison was attacked iiy a 
pestilential disorder, and the son of Melek Sheid the governor, wearied 
out by certain vexatious severities exercised towards him by his father, 
contrived to destroy him by poison ; then entering into negotiation 
with Yeshmout, he threw open the gates, and delivered up the cas- 
tle to that prince. The other statement, however, alleges that Mtlek 

Sieid agreed to an accommodation with the Eylekhaunian Araeirs, on 
a promise that he should be invested with the Atabekship, or govern- 
ment of Diaurbekir; but givingup the fortress on the basis of this treaty, 
he was conveyed by Yeshmout to the camp of his father ; by whom 
he vvas put to death, and the government of Mardein bestowed upon 
Melek Muzuffer, the unnatural son by whom he had probably been 
betrayed. 

Budder-ud-dein Lulu, prince ofMossule, having died at a very ad- 
vanced age, either in the six hundred and fifty -sn'enth, or fiftv ninth 
of the Hidjerah, after a prosperous government of two and fifty years, 
the succession was confirmed by Hfiiaukuto his son Melek Salah,for- 
raeilv mentioned; and for a short time, he evinced his gratitude bv au 
. tinreserved submission totheauthorityoftheTartarmonarch, Butvvhen 
this period of deceitful tranquillity was destined to close, the natural 
antipathy of his disposition could no longer be restrained; and he sud- 
denly withdrew into Egypt, confiding the government of Mossule to 
one of his officers, on whose attachment he couldventure torely. From 
Bundekdaur, or Bundkedaur, the Sultan of Egypt, he experienced a 
very friendly and hospitable reception ; and in order to bring away bis 
treasure and most valuable effects, an escort of one thousand horse 
was employed by that prince to reconduct him to Mossfile. The cir- 
cumstance of his return was early made known to Hulaukfi ; w'hose 
generals were immediately instructed to seize and secure with the strict- 
est vigilance, the different roads and passes which led from thecountry, 
in order to frustrateanyattempt which he might make to reconvey iiim- 
uiidersellintothe dominionsoftheSultanof Egypt A powertuldi vision 
under SeDdaughfiNfiyan,wasdispatcbedat the same time to invest Mos- 
sule, and to leave no jnethod unemployed tomakesureof the person of the 
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refractory chief. Thus, observes our author, while Melek Salah, with 
the heedlessness of unoffending innocence, w^as one day socially indulg- 
ing in the enjoyments of wine and music, his ears were suddenly as- 
sailed by thehorrible anddiscordantdinof the Moghftl horns andkettle- 
drums. He contrived however to secure the gates, and, by a season- 
able display of liberality, to animate the Kdrds and Tartars in his ser- 
vice to defend the ramparts of his capital ; of which the siege was im- 
mediately commenced by the Moghul general. 
Earlyapprizedofthedangertowhichitwasexposed,theSiiltan of Egypt 
directed one of his principal generals, with the troops which composed 
his army in Syria, to proceed, without delay to the relief of Mossule. 
On his arrival at Senjaur, for the purpose of announcing his approach 
to the besieged, the Egyptian commander attached a note to the wing 
of a pidgeon, and set it at large. It happened, however, unfortunately 
that, fatigued with the length of its flight, the bird perched prematurely 
on one of the warlike machines of thebesieging army ; the superiiitend- 
ofBcer of which immediately possessed himself of the note, and con- 
veyed it to the head quarters of his general. A tomaun of the Mo- 
ghhl troops was detached without delay, to Intercept these dariugintru* 
ders ; and separating into three bodies, on its entrance into the district 
of Senjaur, secretly lay in ambush for the enemy. The moment they 
reached a certain point, the Syrians found themselves accordingly 
attacked unawares from several quarters at once'; they continued how- 
ever to defend themselves for some time with coD«ideral)l'c resolution; 
but, aviolent gust of wind arising, and carrying the dust into their eyes, 
contributed to secure the victory to their assailants, by whom they 
were for the greater part cut to pieces. The successful Mogh&ls then 
stripped the slain, and, disguised in their apparel, soon afterwards pre- 
sented themse, Ives under the walls of Mossble tbeinhabitantsofwhich, 
too readily conceiving that they were the troops of Sultan Bundkedaur 
coming to their relief, issued from their gates in joyful- crouds, to em- 
brace their supposed deliverers. The result it were unnecessary to 
describe, The Mogh4ls instantly closed upon them, and put the whole 
to the sword. 

After this cruel disaster, the hopes of Afelek Salah becaihe exhausted; 
with' his resources ; and he sent out a person, to intreat that he might 
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be permitted to capitulate. The Moghul general readily engaged to A. IT, kjb-c: 
mediate for bis pardon with Hulauka ; and on the faith of such an A . D. inii'j nj 
engagement, in spite of multiplied experience, the credulous chief ad- 
ventured to quit the protection of his walls, and to surrender his per- 
son into the power of his besiegers, by whom, in the charge of a 
competent escort, he was sent off without delay to the court of his 
sovereign. Exasperated beyond measure by his contumacious beha- 
viour, Hukuku condemned him to a punishment as horrible as it was 
unprecedented. He caused him to be smeared from head to foot, 
with mutt 6 n-fat, or some otlier greasy substance of the sort, and ia 
that situation, wrapped up in coarse cloth, and straitly bound with 
cord, he was consigned to a lingering and miserable death ; being 
at the same time. supplied with as much tbod as served to protract his 
existence as long as possible. In a few days innumerable rermm being 
engendered in the substance with which he had been besmeared, the 
very flesh was gnawed from liis bones. Nevertheless, ia this disgust- 
ing and deplorable condition, the unhappy chief continued to languish: 
for the spate of a month, before he was relieved Ifom his miseries by 
the hand of death. His sou, an intant ofthreeyears old, was afterwards 
cloven in twain, and the divided halves of his body, suspended on the 
opposite banks of the Tigris at Mossiile. 

In consequence of the services rendered under the instructions of 
hisbrotherBalUjin securing for Mangu Raan the throne of Karakor- 
mn. Berkah OghCil, the son of dujy Kliaun, had presvuned on all occa- 
sions 10 arrogate a superiority over his eousiu liiifeukfi, wliose haughtr 
spirit he never omitted to mortify, when an opportunity occurred- 
Impatient of these insolent pretensions, II ulauku, atlast, openly avowed 
his resolution no longer to submit to them ; declaring that thence- 
forward all ties of friendship between them-, were to be considered as 
dissolved. Of these declarations Berkah Khaun became apprized ; 
and he as openly affirmed on his part, that the destruction of so many 
Miihoramedan sovereigns, and the desolation of their dominionsybut, 
above all, the immolation of tlie Klmlif of Baghdad, unauthorized by 
the instructions of his superior, had long called for vengeance against 
Hulauku ; and thatat a proper opportunity, he shoulduotiail to require 
at his hands a dreadful atoncmeut for the effusion of so much iniio-. 
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.4. TI. 5(>8-ci cent blood. With mutual animosity thus fernaenting in their bosoms, 
A. D..i2t{i)-64. gpigig gf actual hostility was accelerated by the death of Tatar 
jliil)eib-us- Oghul or Oghldi, a near relative of Berkah Khaun; whom, on these- 
Tcnteenth of SufTur of the sixlnindred and fifty eighth of the Hidjerah* 
on the pretext of having practiced magic, Hulauku caused to perish 
by the hand of the executioner. 

This, in addition to the catalogue ofinjiiries, either real or imaginary, 
already accumulated between them, determined Berkah Khaun, who 
had by this time succeeded to his brother Batii on the throne of Jfljy 
Khaun, to decline every other object, whether of policy or ambition, 
for that of humbling the pride of his detested rival. The advanced 
guard of his army consisting of thirty thousandhorse, under Togdi, per- 
haps Nogai, was accordingly dispatched without further delay through 
the countries westward of the Caspian, to invade the dominions 
of Hulauku. Aperiod of four years seems, however, to have clasped 
before the latter, either found himself at leisure, of conceived it expe- 
dient to make any decisive movement to repel the aggression ; but in 
.the month ofShavaul of the six hundred and sixty second of the Hid- 
jerah, f Hulaukfl proceeded from Alatauk, a summer residence of the 
• Moghul princes towards the source of the Oras, or Aboras, on his 
way to the regions of Caucasus; while Sheirdmbn Nuyan, at the head, 
of a powerful division hastened in advance to observe, or give battleto 
the invaders. In the neighborhood ot Shamaukhy this general suf- 
fered himself to be, taken by surprise ; and a great part of the division 
under his orders, was ditto pieces by the enemy. A second division 
of the army, under B&tai Nuyan, was however more fortunate in 
checkingthe progress of the troops of Berkah ; who appear to have with- 
drawn after their recent successes, from the north of the Kurr towards 
Shabraun ; within a farsang, or league, of which, in the month of Zil- 
hiidjeofthesame yearf they were in their turn attacked and defeated 
'■ by their adversaries. 

Early in the month of Mohurrim of the succeeding year, Hhlaukfi 
‘ advanced rn person, skirting the district of Shamaukhy ; and on the 
twenty third of the month§ appeared before the Shirvaunian Derbund 

•First of Foljraaiy,12C0. t August, 1264. J October. 

. § December 6tb, 1204. 
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{so called to distinguish it from the Derbuhd of Bikft). The banditti A. H. 
at the bead of the pass having considerably annoyed his troops, the lat- A-D' 
ter proceeded to disperse them by their archers ; and having closely Hakib-us- 
pursued them through Derbund, fell unexpectedly upon the army of 
the Khaun of Keptchauk, which they entirely defeated. The victory 
was followed, on the part of the Persotnoghuls under Hulaukh, by an 
unsparing and indiscriminate massacre; so that by the first of the mouth 
of Suflfur,* not a vestige was to be perceived in that quarter either of 
Togaijorofliisarmy. Prosecutingtbeiradvantage,theadvanceddivisi- 
onsofHulaukit’s troops ledon by his sonAbakaKhaun,and5heiramun 
and Butai Nuyan, crossed the river of Terek, or Terki, into the territory 
the enemy. They had not proceeded to any great distance on their 
march, before they discovered the encampment of the Khaun ; which 
was found to be entirely and unaccoiiatablv abaudoned, not a soldier to 
be seen in any direction ; and a vast booty in sheep and cattle, and 
other property of every description dispersed among the tents, seemed 
designedly left as a lure to remove ail tlvoiight of danger. 

With that total absence of circumspection which has been so fre- 
■ quently,and deservedly, punished with defeat, the troops divided them- 
selves through the tents of the eneniv ; and for a diiv and a night became 
totally immersed in the delirium of wine and music, and in the soci- 
ety of the Tartar women, who had probably been also abandoned, in 
order, by the fascinations of beauty, to complete tlie spell. At sun rise 
of the second day, they were awakened from- this dfeam.of sensuality 
and indulgence, by an attack from Bcrkah Khaun. in person, at the 
head of an inDuinerable force, which suddenly and’at once broke upon 
them from different quarters. Abaka Khaun and the other geiiends 
made, notwithstanding, a courageous resistance to the efforts of the 
enemy, untilsunset ; whenyielding-to superior numbers, they retreated 
with precipitation to the Terek., The river was at this time frozen, 
over; and the ice giving way under the pressure of the terrified and' 
impatient multitude, which thronged together to cross to the other 
side, the greater p>irt of the army here met its fate, and w<ts swajlnw'ed 
up in the stream.. 
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This disastrous reverse produced in the mind of Ilulaukuj a degree 
of affliction bordering on despair. He set on foot however, through- 
out his dominions, the most formidable preparations to rctricv'c and 
avenge the disgrace ; which he resolved to do the moment his equip- 
ments were in a sufficient degree of forwardness. But his destiny had 
otherwise ordained it. He- had, moved from his summer residence at 
Meraughah, in the former Rebbeia of six hundred and sixty three, ♦ 
to take up his winter quarters at Tcheghaitu, when one day on quitting 
his bath, he was seized by a sudden fit of illness ; and the medicines 
prescribed for his relief augmenting the violence of his disorder, his 
recovery was soon despaired of. During his illness for several nights 
successively, two fearful apparitions are said to have presented them- 
selves at the bed side of Hiilaiikfi, and continued so to do, until he 
was forever withdrawn from the abode of mortal grandeur, when they 
altogether disappeared. The remains of the departed monarch were 
deposited, by hisnutiisters,ina mausoleum preparedfortheirrcception; 
and, it is in this place expressly stated, that in conformity with the 
usages of his country, several beautifulyoung women, decked out with 
a profusion of gold and jewels, were sent to accompany their dead so- 
vereign, in order to dispei the melancholy of the tomb. — Observe, con- 
tinues our author, the singular sagacity of these ferocious barbarians, 
the ve.ry chiefs of whom could be led to entertain a conception so ab- 
surd, as that the dead should be, in any respect, sensible of either con- 
solation, or relief, from the presence of the living. 

Hulauku Khaun, according to some lines ascribed toNusscir-ud- 
doln theTussite, expired precisely on Sunday night, the nineteenth of 
the latter Rebbeia, of the six hundred and sixty third of the Hidjcrah jj* 
at the age of forty eight, and after a reign of about nine years. He had 
by several w'ives, fourteen sons, of whom AbakaKhaun, the eldest, im- 
mediately succeeded to the throne of Irhn. HivS mother, it will be 
recollected, was a Christian, the niece of Oung Khaun monarch of the 
Keraeit, the supposed Prester Johnof the twelfth century.^ 

However unfavorably the character of Hulauku may have been de- 
lineated for posterity,by the malignant prejudicesof Maliommodan wri- 

•January, T2C5. t Seventh of February, 12G5. 
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ters. it woulil appear that, in him at least, ferocity of disposition is 
not incompatible with the los'c of science. In this respect his brother 
Manguwas also particularly distinguished, whose favorite study was 
the solution of the problems of Euclid. That prince had, probably 
during his Chinese, expeditions, acquired a taste for astronomical re- 
search, and had long sought in vain for a person to aid him, in the 
construction of an observatory ; and when Hulauku was on his de- 
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parture to subjugate the territory w’estof the Oxus, one article of his^ 
instructions w'as, so soon as he should have reduced the strongholds* 
of the Bowautinists, or disciples of flussun Sabah, to send to court 
Nusseir-ud-dein the Tiissite, above mentioned, and at this period 
eminently celebrated for his extensive acquirements, and singular skill 
in astronomy. On the reduction of Meymundezh, in the Kohestaun, 


or mountainous range between Persian Iiakand Khorassaun,Nus5eir- 


u(l-dein, who had been long and liberally patronized by the governor 
of that fortress, and to whom he had dedicated the Akhlauk, or Ekh- 


lauk-e-Xaussery, a treatise on ethics much esteemed by the orientals, 
attended the presence of liulauku ; and the latter was so captivated 
by the singular talents and instructive conversation of the philosopher, 
that, instead of dispatching him to the court of Mangu, as he had been 
originally enjoiued to do, he ventured to detain him about his own 


person. 

On the subsequent conquest of Baghdad, in prosecution of his plans 
to facilitate the study of astronomy, Hulauku, at his own requesr, 
furnished Xusseir-iul-dein, with an imperial mandate authorizing him 
to the construction of an observatory, and to proceed with all prac- 
ticable dispatch, to the formation of a set of tables in bis favorite sci- 
ence. For the site of his observatory, Nusseir-ud-dein fixed upon 
a lofty eminence north of the Tebrizian Meraughah; where being pro- 
vided w'ith a power to command, without limitation, the assistance of 
the officers of the imperial treasury and revenue, he succeeded in a 
short time, in bringing the fabric to a completion. As far as we are able 
to collect from the original, it is described to have been furnished 
with some species of apparatus (perhaps an Orrery) to represent the 
celestial sphere, with the signs of the Zodiac, thcconjunctions, transits, 
and revolutions of the heavenly bodies. Through a perforation in the 
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dome, the rays of the suu were admitted so as to strike upon certain 
lines on the pavement, in a way to indicate, in degrees and minutes, 
the altitude and declination of that luminary, during every season, and. 
marking the time and hour of the day, throughout the year. It was 
further supplied with a map of the terrestrial globe, in all its climates, 
or zones, exhibiting the several regions of the habitable world, as well . 
as a general outline of the ocean, with the numerous islands contained 
in its bosom; all so perspicuously arranged and delineated, according 
to our author, as at once to remove, by the clearest demonstration,, 
every doubt from the mind of the student. From an extraordinary 
difference in the sun’s altitude and declination, at corresponding pe- 
riods, between what was exhibited in the !^eijtch-e-E^lekhaunjijy Eyle- 
khaunian tables, now framed, and in those hitherto established,. an 
error ofsurprising magnitude, and to the great confusion of chronology, 
was detected, in the mode formerly observed to adjust the commence*’ 
meat of the new year. But, before this celebrated observatory had 
been entirely completed, the sun of Hhlauku’s power had set forever. 

We find it moreover recorded, that a considerable attention was de- 
voted by this monarch, to the encouragement of architecture; having 
not only erected a splendid palace for his own residence, probably at 
Meraiighab, but, throughout th‘e territory of AzerbSijaun and of 
Arran, in the peninsula of the Kiirr and A boras, many temples of great 
extent and magnificence dedicated to the idols of his country, also re- 
mained toattest his liberal spirit in that respect; e.xclusivc of numerous 
worli;s of public utility in different parts of bis doininious. This, pro- 
pensity is said to have increased towards the decline of life', without,, 
however, in theslightest degree relaxing his application to the more im- 
portant concerns of his government. Some time before be died, hc' 
had, together with the sovereign dignity' as the heir to bis power; as- 
signed to his eldest son, AbakaKhauB,,both the provinces ofliik, with 
Mazanderaun, and Khprassaun to the banks of the Ox,us. • To Shah* 
zHdah Yeshmont Ire bequeathed die government of AzerbtMjaunandi 
Arran,;, and to, another favorite son, Auieir Tbudan, he gave that of 
DjaurbekirandR.ebbeia. By the,kst of his ministers, Shums-nd-dein 
Mahohmied Joweiny, t}ie government of Baghdad, was bestow.cd upon 
his, brother, Kliaujij||i, Atltruhiatblk,, the author of the terikh jahauxi. 
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an liistorj’ of the Jenjuizian conquest*!; by wiiotn, from an A.ll,ai3 4 
heap of ruins, that celebrated city was restored to a state of conipara- 
live prosperity and splendor. The same person, at the expense of 
more than ten thousand dinaurs erf' gold,* whilegovernor of Baghdad, 
opened afresh canal to the territory ofXudjef,by which he conducted 
a part of the Euphrates to the mausoleum of Ally. 

Ab.4ka Kiiaux the son of Hulaukd, second of the Persian mon- 
archs of the race of Jengueiz. 

At the period ofhis father’s death, Abata was in winter quarters in 
Mazanderaun ; but being early apprized of that event, and at the same 
time invited by Eyleka Niiyan, Snujauk Bahaiider, and others of the 
Moghill Ameirs, to repair without delay to the imperial residence, he 
hastened with all the e.xpedition of which he was capable, to the can- 
tonments of the departed monarch ; and he reached his destination, on 
the nineteenth of the former Jummaudy, of the year six hundred and Ap,ASAKaArv, 
sixty three.f His inauguration does not however appear tohavetaken IIJ of tae Pcr-> 
place for some months afterwards; not indeed, until the month ofRam- “'•'8**^ 
zaun,J when at thestation ofTcheghanawer in the district of Berahaun, 
he was with the unanimous concurrence of the princes of his family, 
and of the .\meirs of the whole empire, publicly seated oh the throne 
of riulduku ; and thus commenced a reign which is acknowledged to 
have been attended with unabated, and uniform repose and happiness 
to every class of hissubjects. He conferred the dignity of Ameir-ul- 
hmra, or lieutenant general of the empire, on the above mentioned 
Swnjauk Bahauder, entrusting the government of Khorassaun to one 
of his brothers, the Shahziidah Tepshein Oghfll; and he continued the 
postof Vezzeirto his father’s minister, Shums-ud-dein. 

In the early part of his government, his attention was required to op- 
pose the Tartars of Keptchauk ; who by 'the usual route of Derbund, 
were advancing, under the orders of ShahzhdahKoukSi (perhaps Nogai) 
tbesou of Berkah Shaun, to invade Azerbaijaun,' He consigned the . 
task of repelling the invaders to his brother Yesiunout ; to whom he 
had confirmed his father’s bequest of the territory in thatquarter. Dn 
the twentieth of the month of Suffur, of the six hundred and sixty 

* ‘At t}ie lowest calculaliott, about 4,5831. 6s; 8d, t Sevaith ofMarclu 

; July, 1265. 
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fourth of the Hidjerah,* the enemy were attacked-, and totally defeated 
by that prince ; their general being wounded in the eye by an arrow, 
in consequence of which they were possibly thrown into confusion. 
To avenge this disgrace, which was jn all probability confined to the 
advanced division of his army, Berkah Khaun soon afterwards appeared 
in person, at the head of three hundred thousand horse ; and l)earing 
down every obstacle until he reached the left bank of the Kurr, he 
there encamped ;■ while Abaka with his army took post on the adverse- 
side of the river to dispute bis passage. At the expiration of some 
days, Berkah Khaun determined to ascend the river towards Teflis»- 
with the design of crossing by the bridge of that city ; but being scizedw 
on his march by a fit of the cholic, the hand of death put a sudden 
period to all his projects of revenge. Ilis army embraced an early op- 
portunity of withdrawing from the danger, and betook themselves to, 
their native solitudes, between the Seyhun and the Don—the Jaxartes 
and Tanais. 

During the six hundred and sixty seventh, and. sixty eighth of the- 
Hidjerahj: AbMu w'as employed in Kliorassaun.; that province haying, 
been invaded (after an insidious embassy in. which M.ussaoud Beg, the- 
son of ilahmud Yelwaiije, was engaged to. ain.ase the liylckliauiiian) 
by Borauk, or Berauk Oghlan, w.ho liadsucceeded to the possessions- 
of Tcheghatai, north east ofthcOxus., Inadecishve battle, whichtook. 
place in Zilhudje of the six hundred and sixty, eighth of the IUdjerahJ; 
tv'ithinfive or six fai'sangs of Herkt, the invader, was totally defeated, 
and compelled to retire, with precipitation and disgrace, into his own. 
dominions-. 

The eleven succeeding, years,, since they, appear to have I)cen bar-reijii 
of materials for the pen of the historian, may, perhaps be considered to. 
have passed in, comparative tranquillity the narrative bringing us afc 
once to the six hundred and seventy nintli of th,e Hidjorah. Duriiig.- 
that year, Abaka Khaun employed, his brother, Maiigu Tcym.ur„ to in~ 
vade the possessions of SeytVud-deiii Kullawun, surnamed the Bas- 
ilisk, (ul affhi)^ Sultan of Egypt. In the mouth oflludjub,?^ in, the- 
neighborhood of Hams, or Harness, nor.tb, of. Damascus, the Egyptiaat 

* Noyjember.00tIi, 1-2G5- 1 1-208-9; 

t August, A. D. 1-270, Kholaasut-ul-akhbaur. [[ Novemher, A. D. 1280. 
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fave battle to the Persian army, and the ilaumluk Sultan was signally A. H, 879 . 
victorious ; the Moghulprince with the whole of his troops being stated 
to have been entirely destroyed, either in the action, or the pursuit. Habeiiy uj- 
Others, however, relate that Mangfi TeymCtr himself escaped the car- 
nage,aBd reached Baghdad, wliere he died a natural death before the 
termination of the year. 

At the crisis of his brother’s defeat, AMka appears to have been sta- 
tioned at Senjaur in Mesopotamia ; but considering it not immedi- 
ately either convenient, or advisable, to avenge the disgrace, be with- 
drew to Baghdad ; and inZilhudje of the same year, he removed further 
to Hamadaun, where he arrived on. the eighth of the month.* Here he 
is said to have contracted a habit of immoderate drinking, by which 
he very soon reduced himself to the most wretched state of debility t 
and while thus languishing under the effects of intemperance, he hap- 
pened one day to fall asleep in his chair; and a raven, perchingitself on 
an opposite building, was not to be prevented from serenading him with 
its discordant clamours. The attendants hastened to drive away the 
inauspicious bird ; but, it had already awakened the debilitated mon- 
arch, and occasioned so severe ashock. to his distempered nerves, that 
he expired on the spot. 

This event took place on the twentieth of Zilhudje of the six hun- 
dred and seventy ninth of the Hidjerah,f when Abaka had swayed the 
sceptre of the Persian monarchy for about sixteen years. He left twa 
sons,ArghuB, and Keykhautu, orKunjaytik Khaun, each, of whom, atr 
subsequent periods, attained to the sovereign power;. 

Among the men of genius and letters, who flourished' and died dur- 
ing the reign of this monarch, we cannot omit to mention the name of 
Moulana Jullaul-ud-dein Rumy, the celebrated author of the Messnui 
sherreif. He was originally of BJiiys ; but from having long resided 
with his father, at Larindah, in Anatolia, he obtained the appellation.of 
llhmiau. His grandmother is represented to have been a grand-daugh- 
ter of Shltan Mafaommed, the Khaurezmian. He w'aa born about 
the six bundred.and fourth,.aad'his death is stated.to have taken place 
on. the filth of the latter. Jummaudy of the six hundred and seventy 

♦March 30 th, A. D. 1281 . + AprU lllb, 1281 ,. 
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A, H. €80. second of the Hidjerah.* We also learn, from a passage in his own 
A. D. 1281. '(yojjjs, that the elegant and ingenious Sheikh Saudy of Sheiraus, al- 
Habcib-us- though then far advanced inyears, was on one occasion presontecl by his 
minister to AbakaKhaun ; and his guardedcoinplimcnt to the monarch 
is on record. 

Nekudaub, entitled Scltan Ahmed, theson of IIulaukA third of 
the Persian monarchs of the race of Jeiigueiz. 

On the death of Abaka Khaun, it was determined by a convention 
ofthe principal Ameirs, that Nekudaur should succeed to the authority 
Illd of the of his deceased brother, to-Jhe prejudice and exclusion of the princes 
Pcrso-Jengui- his children ; and be accordingly assumed the sovereign dignity, on 
Sunday the thirteenth of the former Rebbeia, of the six hundred and 
eightieth of the Ilidjerah.-j' 

Having previously embraced the doctrines of the Koran, this prince, 
on his accession, assumed the title of Sultan Ahmed, and proceeded 
to restore to the followers of the law of hlaliommed their long lost 
predominance; compromising, however, with the physicians and astro- 
nomers of the Christian and Jewish persuasion, by assigning to each a, 
moderate advance in cash from the imperial treasury, in lieu of the 
pensions which they had enjoyed under his predecessors. He conti- 
nued theofficeofVez2eir,toShuras-ud-deinMahoiiimcdtheJoweinian; 
who united to the zeal of his sovereign, his own exertions, to promote 
the advancement of their common religion. 

Measures so hostile to the ancient prejudices of their nation, excited 
in several of the members of the imperial family, a most lively sensation 
of jealousy and discontent ; and particularly in Shahzhdah Arghun, the 
son of Abaka, who w'asin possession of the government of Khprassaun. 
When he had, however, determined on hostility against the authority of 
his uncle, tlieShahzadah hastened in the first instance, to secure the 
^ support of Toghatchaur Nfiyan and the bands of the KHraounauss, 
then reputed thejfercest and most warlike of the Moghul tribes ; and 
in this, he appeail to have been successful. Some fruitless attempts fol- 
lowed, to accommodate these differences, without proceeding to ex- 

•The manuscript exhibits 6,>4for the period nf his hkth, and 772 for that' of his death; 
which is heitb'T consistent with probability, nor with the former statemeut, that he died 
during this reiaa. , , . 
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tremity ; and these having in every instance failed, the troops ofSultan 
Ahmed were finally put in motion, to gain the eastern frontiers of j\.zer- 
Mijaun ; whileShahzyah Arghun with all the force he could assemble, 
approached towards the same point. On the plains of Aiik-khaujah, 
he was, however, opposed and entirely defeated, on the first of Suffur, 
of the vearsix hundred and eisfhtv three,* by AllvEvnauk,at the head 
of fifteen thousand men, the advanced division of the troops of Saltan 
Ahmed. Shahzadah Arghun fled with precipitation from the field of 
battle, and threw himself into the fortress of Kokut,| whither he was 
soon afterwardspursuedbvhisconqueror. Sultan Ahmednovvproceed- 
Cd, without further obstacle, to enterKhorassaun ; while Arghun, consi- 
dering resistance no longer availing, resolved to hazard an interview 
with Ally Eynauk, with whom he accordingly held a conference un- 
der the walls of Kolaut. 1 n return for this proof of his confidence. Ally 
Eynauk accompanied the young prince into the fort, and finally pre- 
vailed upon him to venture, under his protection, to the camp of Sirltan 
Ahmed.' xifter proceeding several stages, they at last came up with 
the army of the Sdltau at Khojaun, where the Shahzadah wms com- 
pelled to stand for several hours exposed to the sun, before he was ad- 
mitted to the presence of his uii'cle. Having been thus sufficiently 
mortified, hewns then suffered to approach the Sultan, who embraced 
him with much apparent cordiality, consoling him with the expecta- 
tion of being restored to the government -of Khorassaun ; after which, 
in a suite of tents set apart for bis accommodation, the Shahzldah 
was placed in the custody of a select guard of four thousand men, 
under the orders of Aruk the brother of Bouka, of whom more here- 
after. 

Unfortunately, in these circumstances the Suftan, through an impati- 
ent anxiety to be restored to the society of bisivife, was led to separate 
from his annv ; leaving instructions with Allv Evnauk, bv whatever 
means he found practicable, to terminate the existenup of Shahzadah 
Arghun. Sflltan Ahmed hrd, however, no sooner quitted the army, 
than Boukaand some of the other Nuyans conceived the design of sub- 
verting his pow'er altogether; and with these views, after lamenting. 

•April latli, 1284. 

t There appears a place of this name to the norfinmd of Bey— and another betweea 
Tftsse and Merli ; it «as probably the foricer. 
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A. H. 683 . the humiliation brought upon the lineage of Jengueiz, by the Sultan’s 
A. D. 1284. apostacyfrom the religious system of bis ancestors, andby his minister’s 
Habcib-us- pg^tiai advancement of the disciples of the Korlii, they proposed to the 
princes of the imperial family on the spot, and to the Araeirsof the 
court, that Hiilaujiji, the young son of Arghun Khaun, should be raised 
to the throne of Huiauku; and that Shltan Ahmed should be still suf, 
fared to retain the subordinate dignity of king ; and they concluded 
by remarking, that the accomplishment of this plan wouldbe most ob- 
viously facilitated by the immediate enlargement of Arghiin. The 
measure was universally assented to ; and it was determined to carry 
the design into execution, the moment the obscurity of the approach- 
ing night, was sufficiently advanced to cover their proceedings. 

On Tuesday evening, accordingly, the eighteenth of the latter Reb- 
beia,*tlje conspirators entered the tents of Arghun, and roused him to 
the apprehension, that the solemn hour was arrived, in which he was 
to be forever separated from his family, and all that was dear to him. 
Bouka took him however by the hand, and by explaining what was in 
agitation, soon removed his alarm; after which mounting their horses, 
they proceeded, with their utmost celerity to the station of Ally Ey- 
nauk, whom they surprised asleep, on the terrace of his pavilion, 
Ameir Ally Tumghatchei, (clerk of the signet) one of the depend- 
ants of Bouka, struck off the bead of the general while he still reposed 
upon his pillow ; and amidst the alarm and confusion which ensued, 
wdiich it is not difficult to conceive, the greater part of the Sultan’s 
friends and adherents were put to the sword. One of them hoW'- 
ever escaped; and, overtaking his master on the road towards Azer- 
hkijaun, about four farsangs on that side of Esfer^ein, informed him 
of the sudden and disastrous revolution, which had occurred to his 
affairs. Plunged by the intelligence into a state of melancholy and 
despondence, the Sfiltan shaped his course for Soraub, probably in 
Maztmderaun, at this period the residence of his mother Tfity, or KAty 
Khat&n; his courtiers, and principal officers, with their followers, like 
^is better fortune, gradually abandoning him at every stage, Shums- 
ud-dein the prime minister, on his arrival at Jaujerem, proceeded to- 
wards Isfahaun, from whence be had it in contemplation to withdraw, 

♦July ard A. D. 1284. 
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by way of Shirauz, into India ; but from this latter design, at a subse- 
quent period he receded, through motives of aflPectionforbis numerous 
dependants, whom he found it repugnant to his feelings to abandon to 
the mercy of a vindictive succession. And to these manly sentiments 
he ultimately fell a victim. 

ShahzMah Arghhn, who had thus providentially triumphed over 
the designs of his adversaries, passed the night of his deliverance, in 
anxious rvatchfulness for^the dawn of the succeeding day. He then 
received the congratulations of the princes his relatives, and of the 
amc-irs, on the preservation of his life, and on his unlooked for restor- 
ation to power. In the mean time, a camel dispatch was sentoff, by 
Boukajtheheadof theconspiracy, with instructions to the Klraounauss, 
to interceptthe retreat and terminatethe career ofSultan Ahmed; while 
another message proceeded to require that the Koustcheian, or archer 
militia, would exert themselves to destroy the followers of theforsaken 
monarch. Arghun, in person, soon engaged in the line of pursuit. 
The Sultan, on the other hand, on reaching Soraub, was advised by 
bis mother, with the few followers who continued attached to his for- 
tunes, to remain where lie was ; and abide with patience, the gradual 
disclosure of those events, which must yet arise from beneath the veil 
of futurity. 

For some days, the state of his affairs was concealed from the ser- 
vants of the dowager princess, and each individual, as' fancy might 
lead him, was suffered to indulge in conjecture; until K&raneghaury 
and Sengur Nuyan, two of the princess’s officers, one morning that 
they attended thepresence of the Sultan, according tocustbm, ventured 
to enquire how it happened, that contrary to his practice on former 
visits, lie should have appeared among them unaccompanied by his 
army ? The monarch replied, that having made a prisoner of his formi- 
dable adversary, he had conceived itprudent, as a competent safeguard, 
to leave the whole army in charge of his person ; and for his own parti 
that he had hastened on before, to provide for the passage, and accom- 
modation of bis troops. One of the chiefs, who sat without the pavi- 
lion, exclaimed aloud upon this, that what they had heard, was a gross 
mis-statement of circumstances ; for that Arghdn Khaun had been posi- 
tively raised to the supreme dignity, by a great majority of the Shah* 
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zadabs and principal nobility, and that they were now in actual pur- 
suit of Sultan Ahmed, with the determined purpose of putting him to 
death. If therefore the two Nuyans entertained a genuine regard for 
the welfare of their country, they would not omit so fair an opportu- 
nity of securing the person of the Sultan, against the possibility of es- 
cape. On this disclosure, the two Aineirs immediately quitted the 
tent, and without further ceremony, proceeded to cut ofi' all communi- 
cation with the unfortunate and devoted monarch. 

Such was the state of things, when a numerous body of the K&ra- 
ounauss forced the station of Soraub, and filled every quarter with the 
uproar of pillage and violence ; and at the expiration of two or three 
days, the unfortunate Sultan was sent offhand-bound, to meet his tri- 
umphant nephew. Agreeable toacustomprevailingamongtheMoghuls, 
on the appearance of a vanquished adversary, Arghhn is described on 
•this occasion, as soon as the royal captive was conducted to his pre- 
sence, to have made use, looking at his attendants, of the e.Kclamation 
Mcmn ! an expression of which, whether it was intended to convey 
irony, or contempt, or insult, or all together, the authordoes not furn- 
ish us. with any explanation. This spoken, he proceeded to celebrate 
Lis victory, by a liberal circulation of the goblet. But, as recent ex- 
ample had taught him, within his own experience, the hazard of com-' 
ffiitting to- a subjugated rival, the chance of life to avenge his misfor- 
tunes, and the bitter repentance of which, alone, such imprudent lenity 
was the source, he immediately delivered over the person of Sultan 
Ahmed, to the disposal of the- sons of Konkurbai,; who bad been put 
to death eithetf-by him, or by his authority. In retaliation forthe blood 
of their father, the avenging sons proceeded accordingly, on Thursday 
the twenty sixth of the former Jiimmaudy* of thesix hundred and eighty 
third of the Hidjerahf to tear up, like his shipwrecked hopes, the 
existence of the unfortunate monarch; when he bad, possessed the 
sovereign authority, for a period of about three years one month and 
seven days. He left three sobs, Kubiantebei, Arslantchei., and Bou- 
katebei, neither of whom ever attained to the imperial dignity. 

Ah6H¥N Khaun, the son of Abhfca Kliaun, fourth of the Persian 
monarebs of the race of J engueiz. 

* August 91h 1284 
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; However on theirdetermination to snbvert the Authority of SAltan A. H. ess. 

Ahmed, and on their enla^ement of Arjhilin, it had been, for some rea- A- D. 1284 . 

son or other, agreed upon by the agents of the revolution, to place the 

young Hulaujd in nominal possession of the sovereign power, the 

shahzMahs on the spot, in Azerbaijaun, resolved notwithstanding on 

the death of the Sultan, and .on the amval of that prince in the imperial 

residence, to acknowledge the authority of Arghfla Khaun; and he was-ivti, of the Perso- 

accordingly, on. the twenty seventh of the latter Jummaudy,* at Shour- jen^uizian moa. 

aub on the confines of Y uzleka, with the usual solemnities, publicly 

seated on the throne oijHulauku. 

When a period of festivity of more than ordinary duration had ex- 
pired, and Arghiin Khaun had exhibited very liberal proofs of his 
bounty, towards the different orders of the nobility, he proceeded to 
reward the ser\ice of Bouka, who was at the same time the author of 
his deliverance and of his aggrandizement, by investing him, as prime 
minister, under the title of Tchingsang formeiiy explained, with the 
entire controul of every department of the state. At the same time, he 
bestowed the government of Baghdad upon Aruk, the brother of the 
minister, who had the custody of his person, for the short period of his 
confinement at Khojaun ; and he contrived to reconcile his son Hii- 
laiiju to his disappointments, Iiy lavishing upon him every proof of 
regard and attachment, short of that power, to which be had been so 
prematurely taught to aspire. 

Itwasformerly'observedthat the late prime minister, Sbums-ud-dein 
Mabommed, on intelligence of the unexpected revolution in favor of 
Arghun Khaun, was making the best of bis way towards Istahaun ; 

With the ultimate design of retiring by sea into Hindhstaun. A sud- 
den resolution to trustto providence, and resign biraselttohisfate, actu- 
ated him, however, to abandon that design ; and be determined to mea- 
sure back bis steps, and submit, with a good grace, to the authority of 
the new sovereign. On his journey he received from Arghim Khaun, 
by some persons of distinctiottv a declaration, confirmed under the 
imperial signaturei.tbat he had freely forgiven the past; and an assur- 
ance of a friendly and honorable reception, if he would repair without • 
further delay to the royal presence, iincouraged by these assurances, 

*,S^tewbeiJ 91 h, 
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Shums-ud-dein prosecuted his journey with additional confidence and 
alacrity ; and on the tenth of Rudjub* he reached the camp, or resi- 
dence of Arghun Khaun, being accommodated on his arrival in the pa- 
vilion of Bouka, the new minister of state. The following day he was 
introduced to the sovereign, from whom he experienced a very favor- 
able reception. But many days were not suffered to elapse, before 
some envious individuals in his confidence, suggested to the Vezzeir, 
that unless he was on his guard, notwithstanding his present specious 
humility, he would soon find his author! tyeclipsed,ifnotentirelysuper- 
seded, through the consummate talents for intrigue of Shums-ud-dein, 

“ Is thine adversary in thy power said they, ‘^beware lest thou suffer 
“ him to escape. For shouldst thou be imprudent, and he retain the 
“ powerof injury, repentance will little avail thee.”' Such malevolent 
insinuations did not fail to produce an impression on a mind already jea- 
lous of his influence ; and Bouka, at the earliest private conference 
with his sovereign, embraced the opportunity of warning him against 
the absurdity of forming expectations o-fhonorable or faithful service, 
from the traitor, who had poisoned his benefactor, the just. and bene- 
volent Abhka ; and ultimately to assure him, that the stability of his 
power essentially depended on the annihilation of this intriguing states- 
man's existence. 

These and similar arguments finally prevailed with Arghun to direct, 
that the illustrious minister of so many kings, (for be had, for a period- 
of thirty years, enjoyed the highest and most splendid distinctions 
in the state), should be brought to answer to the atrocious charge of 
having poisoned his sovereign. A council of the N uyans, ov, principal; 
Ameirs, was accordingly assembled; and. Shums-ud-dein was brought 
before them with his hands bound, and tp-tlre infinite regret of a. whole 
people, which could not suppress the most bitter lamentations at his. 
unmerited fate. In reply to the charges of mismanagementand. pecu- 
lation, he desired itmight be und^stood, that he voluntarily admitted, 
an hundred fold, all that the utmost envy and malignity of Ms accusers 
could allege against him;- but of the foul charge of treason against the 
life and' person of his- benefactor, whether in thought, word, or deed, 
he protested his perfect innocence, and solemnly disavowed the slightest 

♦September 2lst, 128 1. 
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kno-^’ledge; .-Against the premeditated putpose of his enemies, the A. H. C83£8. 
appeals of innocence, and the exertions of eloquence, were equally un- A - P- 
availing. lie was condemned to die, and suffered the punishment of Habub ii>. 
his condemnation, amidst the sighs and groans of thousands, on Mon- 
day the fourth of Shabaun, of the six hundred and eighty third of the 
Ilidjerah.* 

Having thus secured himself against the competition of rival talents, 

Bouka, or Bouga Tchingsang, now proceeded without controul. to 
the full exercise of his power ; and in spite of his prejudices, the author 
is in truth compelled to acknowledge, that this uncircumcised Turk 
was as terrible to his adversaries from his inflexible and undaunted 
spirit, as he was respectablefor his consummate prudence and sagacity, 
and for his rigid and impartial administration of justice. Of this lat- 
ter quality the following circumstance is introduced as an illustration. 

A muleteerattached to the imperial stables, a native ofSeiestaun, bad pre- 
sumed to snatch an apple from a fruit-stall in the market ; and the stall- 
keeper endeavoring to wrest his property from the marauder, received 
a blow from him, of which he immediately hastened to lay his com- 
plaiutbeforetheminister. Withoutamoment’siiesitation,Boukadireci- 
ed the muleteer to be cut in two ; remarking to the by standers,thatif 
offences of this sort, however trivial in their nature, were suffered to go 
unpunished, it would operate as an encouragement to crimes of greater 
magnitude, and ultimately so extenuate the bonds of civil authority, 
as to render the machine of government unmanageable to the resources 
of human skill. The power of Bouka became, however, at last so over- 
bearing and excessive, that there remained to Arghun Khaun scarcely 
ought of the sovereign authority but the name ; and this producing ia 
the minds of the nobility, and principal courtiers, the ordinary concom- 
itants of jealousy and envy, they commenced, for the removal and 
destruction of the obnoxious minister, the usual course of intrigue. 

But so tieeply had he wrought himself into the confidence and friend- 
ship ofhis master, that every effort to supplant him proved in vain ; and 
his enemies were accordingly compelled for some time longer to feed 
upon their own malignity. 

* liftceclli of October, 1284. 
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A. H. 683 - 88 . The materials for the degradation of the minister Were however in- 

sensibly maturing, in the splendiddestiny which awaited the fortunate 
lj<ibeib-u4- Saud-ud-doulah ; a Jew, of a Jewish family long settled at Ebher, who 
was introduced into the household of Arghun Khaun by his talents 
as a physician. This person at an early period of his life, had taken 
up his residence in the metropolis of Baghdkl ; and freely associating 
with men of al! countries, Turks, as well as Persians and Arabs, con- 
trived to acquire an extensive and intimate knowledge in their res- 
pective languages. Atthesame time, he obtained a considerable degree 
of insight into the state of the revenues of that once flourishing metro- 
polis, and into the embezzlements and malversations bywhich, in every 
direction, the government was defrauded of its rights. While he was 
himself thus employed at Baghd^, some of his nation who had found 
means to establish themselves in the confidence of Arghun Khaun, 
undersome pretext or other, which is not very satisfactorily explained, 
prevailed upon that monarch to require his attendance at court. 

Soon after the arrival of Saud-ud-doulah, the monarch was attacked 
by some complaint, which rendered the medical talents of the Jew pe- 
culiarly useful; and he prescribed with singular success in alleviating 
the complaint. On his visits during the period of convalescence, the at- 
tention of the man of physic wms directed to ascertain the subjects 
which seemed to contribute more strikingly to interest and amuse his 
patient; and he soon discovered that an inordinate desire to accumu- 
late wealth.and treasure, was tlie ruling propensity of x\rghun. Saiul- 
ud-doulah then availed himself of the information which he had col- 
lected, to furnish the monarch with some very clear and important 
details, with respect to the resources and expenditure of the different 
provinces of the empire, and to those of the governmeut of BaglidW 
yi particular. In short he alleged that the minister Bouka, and his 
relatives., had so completely monopolized every species of intelligence, 
that it was next to an impossibility to form a true judgment of the state 
of affairs ; for in none of the departments under their controul, had they 
left . a jingle item on which to determine the real balances due to the 
imperial treasury. And finally that his brother Arfik, or Arouky, had 
indulgedin so many acts of oppression and arbitrary violence, through- 
out Baghdkl and its dependencies, that justice and her concomitants 
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private happiness and repose, like the elegant embellishmentls of "enius A. II. catw?. 

and the arts, had totally disappeared from the country. A. D. lasT-fe u. 

In consequence of these representations, a royal mandate was at last 

issued that Saud-ud-doulah, accorapaniedbytwoMoghulcommission- 

ers, should immediately repair to Baghdad; with authority to collect the 

revenues, to investigate the conduct of the former ofiScers, to take an 

account of the actual state of the treasury, and to exert their utmost 

*1 ' 

assiduity to prevent the recurrence of the prevailing abuses. In the 
latter part of the six hundred and eighty sixth of the Hidjerah, Saud- 
ud-doulah and his associates proceeded accordingly to Baghdad ; but 
having in a very short time, raised a large sum of money from the ar- 
rears of the preceding, and from a demand in advance on the c'ollections 
of the current year, he thence returned without delay to the presence 
of Arghun Khaun, whose ruling propensity he amply gratified by the 
unusual display of treasure, and other valuable property now placed 
at his disposal. The satisfaction of the monarch was evinced, among 
other favors, by the appointment of Saud-ud-doulah, to the controui 
of the revenues of BaghdM ; where, by resorting to the expedients 
which had proved so productive on the former occasion, he a second 
time succeeded in realizing an abundant supply for the imperial 
treasury; with which he punctually repaired to the court of Arghfin, 
now'at Kunkur orKunguraulung, ata subsequent pcrioddestined to rise 
into the celebrated city Suita uiiiah. 

■ From the contemplation of sucli a mass of treasure produced in so 

short a time, Arghun Khaun was easily led to calculate that the sums 
of which Arfik had annually defrauded the state, out of the revenues of 
Baghdad alone, could not have been much inferior in amount ; and ■ 
hence his confidence in the just discrimination, and consumnoate skill , 
of Saud-ud-doulah was raised to the highest pitch. The report which . 
he received at tlie same time, from Ourdukeia, one of his Tartar col- 
legues, of the extensive eapacityofthe Jew,and of the astonishingad- 
vantages that would be the result, if theaffairs of the wholeempire were 
placed under the management of a person, who twice in so short a pe- 
riod, bad furnisbed from a single department, so considerable a supply 
to the imperial treasury, lending additional force to his owm opinion, 
theEylekhaunissued, without further deliberation, an edict auactow ’ 



588 


A. II. €86-87. 
A. D. l‘287-88- 

liaheib-U5- 

sc\r. 


cing that while tlielmauruti or command of the armies, should behence- 
forth considered as residing in Togbatchaur Nfiyan, Ourdiikeia, and 
another jMoghul cliiel’, 3aud-ud-doulah was to be acknowdedged with- 
out limitation, as, Vezzeir and sole minister in all affairs of civil au- 
thority, and finance.,.. And moreover, that while the Amcfrs of the 
empire of whatever rank or dignity, were positively forbidden to make 
any representation to the throne ivithout his concurrence, Saud-ud- 
doulah was himself, on the contrary, to have free and unquestioned 
access to the presence of the sovereign, whenever he had matters ‘to 
communicate, without previous consultation with any one whatever, 

Saud-ud-doulah having become thus invested with such extensive' 
authority, the reputation of llouka Tcliingsaiig rapidly declined; and’ 
his enemies, who had long been on the watch for such an opportunity, 
eagerly availed themselves of the occasion to bring to the recollection 
of Arghun, the base ingratitude with which this man had betrayed the 
confidence reposed in him by Sultan Ahmed, his former master ; 'nei- 
ther did they omit to remark, how trifling his resources at that period, 
in comparison ivith what he had since acquired, in his immoderate 
wealth, and in the numerous soldiery retained to serve under his stand- 
ard. Hence the awe with which every branch of the imperial family 
looked up to his opinion, and hence the implicit obedience to every 
thing which he chose to dictate. A prudent prince, said they, would 
not be regardless of the proceedings of such a man— -would hasten on ■ 
the contrary to curtail him of the means of acting over again, with im- 
punity, the same lessons of treason and ingratitude. These, and other ' 
arguments, which were not wanting to awaken thejealousy of the moh- ' 
arch, soon wrought iu the mind of Arghun, an entire change to the ' 
'prejudice of Bouka; and tlm disgrace of the falling minister became 
complete, when, not long afterwards, both he and his dependants were ‘ 
directed to deliver over without delay, into other hands, the whole of 
the.public records hitherto entrusted to them, and to.w/ithdraw forever, • 
from all further employment in the state. 

In order to avenge the disgrace, Bouka on his part irnm'ediately de- 
termined.on. forming a conspiracy to subvert the authority, of his so- 
vereign; wid'withthatobject.he noVf dispatched a confidential message * 
to, JjtHjshiaiBb the som of Jermaughfln, and.grandson of lldlaukOj-at ’ 
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this period residing at some place, which he had chosen for his abode, A. H. G 87 - 88 . 
oil the banks of the Euphrates. The design of the message after an- 
nouacing the displeasure into which hehad fallen with Arghun Khaun, 
tbrough the jealousy and intrigues of his enemies, was to conimuui- 
cate to the prince, a proposal to assert his claim to the throne of his 
grandfather; and a promise, that he would, on his appearance in Azer- 
baijaun, immediately join him with a numerous party of his adherents 
whona he had already engaged topromotetheenterprize. TfaeShahzyah, 
though taken by surprise, did not hesitate as to the principle by which 
he ivas to be governed on the occasion. He informed the messenger 
that, under present circumstances, it was impossible to place any re- 
liance on the statements of which he had been the bearer ; but if his 
concurrence was in anyshape thought ofimportance to theundertakiiig, 
a list of the principal chiefs engaged to support it, and a written detail 
ot the plan in contemplation, would at once secure his confidence, 
and remove all his doubts on the subject. The agent hastened back 
to his employer, and having obtained- from him the written proofs re- 
quired, soon afterwards returned, and placed them in tlie hands of the 
Shahzyah ; by whom he was now directed to apprize his roaster, that 
on a certain night, he, theShahzadah, would be in the camp of Arghun'; 
and that it was expected that Bouka and his party would be reaily in 
arms, to support him, in the ultimate execution of the design against 
the life and authority of their'imperial adversary. 

In the mean time, nothing was further from the intention of Joush- 
kaub than any measure of hostility against the person or government 
of his kinsman ; on the contrary he was deliberating on the speediest 
means ofraaking him acquainted with the designs of his degraded min- 
ister. At last hedetermined to behimseifthe bearer of his intelligence; 
and having provided againstreachingtbecainp,' on the night fixed upon 
forthe appearance of the conspirators, behastened, the following morn- 
ing, to the presence of Arghun Khaun, to whom he made a full disclo- 
sure of the plan in agitation to subvert his authority. Arghun refused 
at first, to give credit to the information ; but the paper containing the 
list of Botika’s accomplices, together with their written engagement, 
being shtwn to biro, his doubtsgave way tohis indignation, and a strong , 
division was sent off without delay, to attack thequarters of Bouka, Jmd 
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to bring him in bonds to the foot of the throne. The rebel however ob-, 
taiiiedsome intimation of his danger, and contrived for the present to 
escape to the camp of Oulj^i Khatun (probably Ouljait'u] ; where he 
had the effrontery to demand an investigation of his conduct. His 
guilt was established on the clearest proofs ; and the Shahzadah whom 
he had endeavored to seduce into rebellion, at the same time that he 
was his accuser, consented to become his executioner, and struck off 
his head with his own hand. 

For a period of two years subsequent to this event, in spite of the 
antipathies ofan adverse religion, the author is compelled to acknow- 
ledge, that Saud-ud-doiilah the fortunate Israelite, continued to direct 
the machine of government with a success, which raised the empire to 
a pitch of almost unexampled prosperity and splendor. And, although 
he is reproached with having distributed every employment of. the 
state, between his brothersand relatives, yet, at the conclusion of the 
period to which we have alluded, with a treasure of one thousand to- 
maiins, or ten millions ofdinaurs of gold,* in the imperial exchequer, 
such was the moderation and uniform integrity of their deportment, 
that not a single complaint of violence, or injustice in any shape, was. 
heard against them from any part of this wide extended monarchy. In 
the mean time, the proofs of his sovereign’s bounty descended upon this 
highly favored minister in rapid succession, and every returning day 
brought with it some fresh accumulation of dignity and honor; until 
the familiarity with which he was. permitted to approach the person of 
his master, made him at last forgetful of his place, and of the respect, 
which was due to the majesty of the throne. Hence on one occasion^ 
while engaged at dice with the monarch, in making a throw, he inad- 
vertently stretched out his legfrom^ beneath his robe ; and one of the 
Tartar noblescoffiingin at the instant, proceeded to upbraid him,inbitter 
terms, with the grossness of the indecoruni, and with the contumaci- 
ous insolence with which he presumed to comport himself, under the 
accumulated favors of an indulgent sovereign. Saud-ud-doulah en- 
deavored to apologize, by explaining that a sudden pain in his knees- 
had been the cause of an inattention so apparently disrespectful ; and 
that he conceived it would be a mark of folly, if even in this instance» 
lie had refused to obey the commandsofso j ust and considerate a moaarclv.. 

* 4, '583,3331. (>s. 8d. at the lowest computalioiu 
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His exorbitant power had, howerer, by this time become extremely iL H. css-M. 
•obnoxious to the courtiers and principal Aoiuirs ; all ot' whom now teHu-iu . 
united in a combination to destroy him, with Toughan Xuyan, apow- Hatrtij u:- 
erful noble whose pride had been, in some point or other, more parti- 
cularly offended. But the design was carefully concealed, until mat- 
ters should be perfectly ripe for its execution. In his progress to gran- 
deur, the minister had, it seems, at first outwardly evinced a disposition 
to favor, if not to associate in the doctrines of Mahommedism ; and 
this spirit it was that, peradventure, dictated the letters dispatched in 
Ramzaun of the year six hundred and eighty eight* to Baghdad, pro- 
vidingfortbe protection and accommodation of the pilgrims toMekkah. 

But, when he became thoroughly intoxicated with his good fortune, his 
pride and arrogance at last exceeded even that of the impious race of 
And and both he and his profligate relatives, and the miscreants of 
his nation, proceeded without scruple, to insult and deride the sacred 
principles of Islam. 

In short, the impiety of Saud-ud-doulab was at last carried to such 
a pitch, that, whenever an opportunity occurred, he employed every 
ar"umeultoinculcateintohismaster, that the divine mission of his illus- 
trious ancestor Jengueiz having descended to him by a just inheritance, 
he jiossessed through the goodness of lieaven, all the means that were 
requisite, not only for the consolidation of a mighty monarchy, but, 
whenever he thought proper, for establishing, like the prophet of the 
Arabs, a new system of religion of his own, on the abrogation of every 
previous codeof faith, thathadhithertosubsisted in the world. Arghun 
Khaun, whose avariciousdisposition had confirmed him the adversary 
of every Mussulman, derived from these arguments fresh pretences for 
their persecution, and humiliation; and a mandate was now issued, 
ordaining that for thefuture, none w ho professed the religion of the Kor- 
an, should on any consideration be employed in the collections ; nay, 
furthermore, they were rigorously excluded, by the same mandate, from 
holding any intercourse whatever with the imperial residence. To 
complete the climax of his impieties, the minister brought his mis- 
guided sovereign finally to resolve on polluting the sacred sanctuary 
* Septeober, A. t). 128®. 

+ Described in the prelinflaarj discasBe toSale s Kotao, p. p. 8, and tlic foUowiBg. 
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■ A. H. GOO. of the Kaauhali, by the re-establishment of idolatry within itsiiai- 
A. D. 1-291. lowed walls ; and on converting the Mahommedaus, and every subject 
Habcib-us of his authority, from the worship of the true God, to the absurd and 
impious adoration of stocks and stones. 

In the very zenith of his power, these alleged malignant designs were 
however, suddenly suspended by the hand of destiny. His sovereign 
was seized with a dangerous illness, which was soon found to resist 
the powers of medicine ; and the minister began totrerableat that ven- 
geance which he had justly to apprehend from an enraged nobility. 
It was in vain that he had recourse to various expedients to disarm 
the resentment of his enemies, and to recover his popularity. The 
dissolution of his master was finally ascertained to be at hand ; and he 
sought by privately dispatching into Khorassaun, to invite Shahzadah 
Ghazan, afterwards emperor,to repair with all possible expedition to the 
imperial residence, in order to shield hhnselfundertheprotectionofthat 
prince against the swords of the exasperated Ameirs. His intentions 
could not however escape the vigilance of the powerful party combined 
against him. A conference was immediately held at the quarters of 
Toghatchaur, one of the most distinguished Niiyaus, where it was re- 
solved, in the first instance, to destroy or make away with the prin- 
cipal adherents ofSaiid-ud-doulah ; and this wa.scarricd into immediate 
execution. They then secured the person of the minister ; and after 
lie had been suffered to languish for several days, in a state of the 
most agonizing suspense and apprehension, in the custody of Toghat- 
chaur, they ultimately put a period to his existence. 

Arghfin Khaun did not long survive the fate of liis minister. „He died, 
at his gardens in the territory of Arruii, on Tuesday the third of the for- 
mer Rebbeia of the six hundred and ninetieth of the Ilidjcrah ;* to the 
great relief of every friend oflslfiiu, and to the equal mortification of 
all that were hostile to the law of Mahommed. II is reign appears to 
have occupied a period of about six years, and six months. He left 
four sons, GhSizan Khaun, Beissuteyiuur, Oulj,aitA Sfiltau, and Khat^i 
Oghhl ; of whom the first and third at succeeding periods, attained to 
the sovereign power. 


•March 4th, 129L 
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The decided part which this monarch took against the religious A. H. eoo. 
system, which prevailed throughout his dominions, might justify the A. D. mi. 
apprehension that his character would be unfavorably delineated; and Habeib-us- 
yet his memory appears to have escaped that obloquy to which it was 
exposed from the violence ofMahommedan prejudice. 

Among the learned cotemporaries of Ai^hdn Khaun we cannot omit 
to mention the name of Nasser- ud-dein Abdullah Beizauvy; the author 
of the Nizaum-ul-towaurikh, a chronicle frequently referred tobyori*. 
ental writers, who died in the six hundred and ninety second of the 
Hidjerah. 

Keykhautu, orGuNJAUTcKHAUNthesonof Abaka, fifth ofthe 
Persian monarchs of the raceofJengueiz. 

Through the culpable negligence of transcribers, the name of this 

monarch has been indifferently committed to record in the manner 

above perfixed ; but it having been observed, bv Mirza Ulhgh in 

' .V“ ,1 . • • MhslthePer- 

Ins history of the four tribes, that the word keykhautu must origin- 

ally have been written Tcheygbautun, which bears in the Moghul dia- moaaxtiis. 

lect the positive signification of asionkher, (der taujeb andauz,) the 

author whom we have chosen for our guide has assigned the preference 

to the fonner method.* 

Under his brother's authority, Keykhauth appears to have held the 
govern men t of Ru m, or western Anatolia ; and on the death ofthat brother, 
in the manner just related, the whole ofthe principal Ameirs now con- 
curred in deputing Alguzzy Gurekaun one of their number, to apprize 
him of the recent event ; to announce to hioi his accession to the sover- 
eign power; and to request his immediate presence at the residence of 
the imperial authority, at this period permanently established either 
at Tebreiz, or some of the towns in the neighborhood. They had 
however scarcely dispatched their agent, when a difference of opinion 
arose among the same Ameirs, with respect to the succession in which 
they had so recently concurred ; Toghat€haur,and aaotherchief, openly 
declaring for B^idfi Oghul, the son of Teraghki, the son of Hulaukk, to 
■whom, in his retreat at Baghdad, a letter was accordiagly written, with ' 

• In fbc Kbolausut-Ht-ailibanr we find nevertbeless, tint the same auth< r, or bis tracs? 
scriber, mrarialilj writes the naae Gtiojathn. 

4 G 
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a tender of the vacant throne. But, with a consideration unusually 
disinterested, for the claims of his kinsman, Bkidu peremptorily de- 
dined the offer. 

On theother hand, when thedeath ofhisbrotherwasannouncedto him 
by the person deputed for the purpose, Keykhautd hastened without 
delay towards Azerbaijaun ; many of the nobility proceeding at the 
same time as far as Alalauk, towards the source of the Aboras, Aras, 
or Araxes, to meet, and congratulate hiraon his elevation. And on Sun- 
day the twenty fourth of Rudjub of the six hundred and ninetieth of 
the Hidjerah,*inthe presence of a general diet of the states of the em- 
pire, he publicly ascended with the usual solemnities, the throne of 
Hulauku; some of the Ameirs submitting to his autliorily with unaf- 
fected Zealand cordiality, while others were constrained to acknow- 
ledge his power, with an exterior ofsatisfaction which but ill accorded 
with their private feelings. 

When some days had been devoted without interruption to the 
ordinary festivities of theoccasion, Keykhautd did not fail to summons 
the disaffected Ameirs to answer for their conduct ; and Toghatchaur 
and Kenjekhaul in particular, were condemned to atone under the 
the bastinado, for their declared predilection in favor of another; after 
which they were exempted from further punishment, and received to 
pardon, through the mediation of some of the Moghul chiefs in' the 
interest of the new sovereign. The presence of Keykhautu being soon 
afterwards required to quell some disturbances in Anatolia, he was 
compelled, on the fourth of the succeeding month of Ramzaun,t to 
make the best of his way to that province. His secret enemies among 
theAmeirs,andtheShahzadahshisrelatives,imraediatelytookadvantage 
of his absence to excite commotions against his government ; but re- 
turning unexpectedly, and in triumph, into Azerbkijaun, in the latter 
Jummaudy of the six hundred and ninety first of the Hidjerah,J he 
ably vindicated his power, restored submission to his authority, and, 
with a moderation rarely exhibited, by the victor, bestowed upon his 
vanquished adversaries the most liberal proofs of kindness and indul- 
gence. He now conferred the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, or lieuten- 
ant general of the empire on Auk Bouka Bahauder ; and on the sixth 
•July 21st, 12!)]. t August 29th, A. D. 1291. J May A. D. 1292. 
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of Zilhudjeof the same year,* with the title of Suddurjahaun. he con- 
signed the oiBceof Vezzeir, or minister of civil affairs, to Sudder-ud- 
dein Ahmed, the Zenjaunian. 

The testimony of historians is uniform in bestowing upon Keykhau- 
tun, the character ofthe most liberal and munificent of the race of Hul- 
aukh ; a disposition which he carried indeed to such excess, that in 
the course of a very limited period, he contrived to dissipate, among 
the Shabz^ahs and Ameirs of his court, the whole of the treasures 
accumulated by his predecessors. A general enlargement of prisoners 
in the early part of his reign, and his uniform attention to the repose and 
happiness of his people, bespoke the mildness and philanthropy of his 
liesrt; and his repugnance to the effusion of human blood was so great, 
that the whole period of his authority did not furnish a single example 
of the punishment of death. With all these amiable qualities tbeEyl- 
khaunian monarch was, nevertheless, so wretchedly enslaved to his 
sensual and irregular indulgences, and particularly to an inordinate 
passion for women, that in order to gratify this latter, he seized with- 
out scruple, and with unblushing effrontery, on the wives and daugh- 
ters of the subjects of his power, from the highest Ameirto the meanest 
peasant, and of every tribe and complexion. But, these repeated vi- 
olations of the most sacred rights of society terminated, as they justly 
should have done, in his ultimate destruction. 

In the mean time, our attention will be devoted to the recital of 
some interesting particulars in the administration of his Vezzeir, 
Khaujah Suddurjahaun Ahmed ; who derived his original from a family 
which had long exercised the oifice of Kauzy, at Zenjaun, and who 
commenced his career in the service of Togbatchaur Nfiyan. Having 
succeeded to the prime ministry, through the sole preference ofKeyk- 
hautu, he received from his sovereign every mark of distinction in his 
power to bestow ; and if a disposition equally bountiful and liberal with 
his own, could justify the choice, the monarch had no reason to regret 
the preference. But, very shortly after his accession to power, the 
Vezzeir proceeded to exclude the Ameirs of the empire from all inter- 
ference in the councils of government, and without communicating 
with them in any shape, to regulate athisown entire discretion every de- 

* November ITtli, 1202. 
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H. 691 - 98 . partment of the state. Hence a combination was formed among the 
A. D. 1292-94. ■pnncjpa} inhabitants of Tebreiz to represent toKeykhautia, the decay 
Halieib-ui- and ruin into which his armies and military equipments had fallen 
through the blind presumption ofthe minister, who had arbitrarily un- 
dertaken, on his own private decisions, to disposeof the resources of 
the empire. K eykhautu did not hesitate to ascribe the remonstrance 
to an ignoble motive of jealousy, and in this belief immediately issued a 
fresh decree, by which the entire authority of the monarchy, from the 
banks of the Oxus to the confines of Egypt, was vested without con- 
troul in the hands of Suddur-jahaun ; whom he further empowered to 
proceed against his accusers to any extremity that he might conceive 
commensurate with his injuries. Availing himself of these extraordi- 
. nary powers the minister hastened to lay his adversaries in bonds ; but 
when they had in some degree atoned, by the indignities to which they 
were thus exposed, for their malevolent attack, he took, at the expir- 
ation of a few days, compassion on their sufferings, and freely forgave 
them all. 

The boundless and indiscriminate liberality of the monarch, com- 
bined with a magnificence not less prodigal on the part of his minister, 
had soon exhausted the treasury, of every description of specie ; and a 
destructive disease among thecattle throughout the empire, producing 
at thesame time, additional demands on the benevolence of Keykhautu, 
the Vezzeir found himself at a loss for the means ofsupplyingeven the 
necessary expences of the imperial household. In these circurastan- 
■ces, a variety of plans were discussed in order to remove the difficulty ; 
and among others, Ezz-ud-dein Muzuffer, an officer ofthe revenue, of 
great acuteness and ability in his department,* and who was possibly 
not over scrupulous about the means so that the ends were accom- 
plished, proposed in the room of specie to introduce a paper exchange, 
similar to what had been long since established in China, and the terri- 
tories of the Kaauns, or Tartar sovereigns ; and thus, by substituting 
aaiedium for the objects of trade and commercial intercourse, ultimate- 
ly to transfer into the imperial treasury, the wlioleof the gold and silver 
of the country, and without the slightest prejudice to the interests of 

*.Tke epithet ‘of Sherreir applied, to him, conveys an ambiguous meaniug, either aeutt 
ehiewd knave perhaps. . 
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individuals, to create amostmaterialadditionofstrenithandvigcr to the A. 
monarchy. A debt of five hundred toniaiin‘5,orfiveiniiliou)! cfdinaurs,* ^ 
ot which the treasury presented no proh-ahle source o: [iqa; Jatioa, and 5'' 
the daiiy exigencies of the goveniinent for which he must hidispensd*;/ 
provide, urged the vezzeirtoattend tothenovelsuggcsstiouof.Muzuifer; 
and heaccordingly proceeded, in conjunction with PullaudTchingsang, 
the minister of the court of China and Tartary, to communicate to his 
sovereign this alleged absurd, and impracticable plan. 

Keykhautu was easily led to concur in a measure which promised 
to supply such abundant resources for his prodigaliry; and an edict 
was immediatelv issued, under bis authoritv, from tlience-forward 
sirictly prohibiting throughout his dominions the use of the precious 
metals eitheras the medium of trade, orin anyspecies of manufacture, 
further than was expressly required for the personal service of the 
monarch. Goldsmiths and embroiderers were proscribed their em- 
ployments; and as a substitution for specie, it wasdirected tlutstainp,^ 
or banking houses, should be forthwith established in every city and 
principal town, throughout the several provinces of Azerbayjaun, Ara- 
bian and Persian Irak, Diaurbekir, -Ivhfizistaun, Farss, and Khorass- 
aun, comprising the extent of the Persian empire, at this period. Agents 
were, at the same time, appointed to carry the decree into execution, 
in every district; and it was furthermore ordained, that when they en- 
gaged on any expedition, voyage, or journey in trade, the governors of 
provinces, and all merchants should supply themselves, in lieu of cash, 
with Tchao, or bank notes ; and, as an indemnity for their loss of em- 
ployment, as well as to prevent them from having recourse to their res- 
pective professions, it was finally announced that ail goldsmiths, Ser- 
aufs, or money changers, andembroiderers, ormanufacturers in gold and 
silver, would be paid a certain annual stipendin notes, at the established 
banks. 

In coDsequ^ence of this singular arrangement, a tchao-lihaunah, or 
banking house, was immediately erected, at a considerable expence, in 
every principal town throughout the empire. But in order to enable 
us to form some competent judgment on the sulyect, the author pro* 

* 3,291C(>CI. 13s. 4(1. at fbe iemt eontputation. 
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ceeds to state that the Tc/tdo was an oblong square piece of paper, con- 
taining a short inscription in Khat^an, or Chinese characters, and ex- 
hibiting on each side the Mahommedan confession of faith, asserting 
that there is no God but God, and that Mahoramed is the messenger 
of God! with the terms Eirentchei and Routchei, titles which seem 
to have been bestowed by the Kkns of Khatai, upon the Persian mon- 
archs. In the middle of the note was described a circle, within which 
was expressed the value, from one half to ten dirhems,* together with 
the declaration, that in the year six hundred and ninety three, his im- 
perial majesty had instituted that species of bank paper, for the cur- 
rency of his dominions ; which, on pain of the most serious punish- 
ments, to themselves, their wives, and their children, his liege subjects 
were thence-forward to make use of in all the transactions of life. 

The promulgation of this decree appears to have occasioned the most 
extensive alarmamong all descriptions of people, but more immediately 
iu the metropolis of Tebreiz ; where its objects were carried into actual 
execution, in the month of Zilkaudah of the six hundred and ninety third 
of the Hidjerah.* For two or three days, the shopkeepers and retail 
dealers endeavored through compulsion, to givecurrency to these notes, 
in the ordinary transactions of the market. But at the expiration of 
that short period, many of the more opulent inhabitants, apprehensive 
of the serious injury which they were likely to sustain in their pro- 
perty, could no longer tolerate what they conceived to be so grievous 
an imposition, and fled the town ; while others, at the same time that 
through terror of the displeasure of government, they continued to 
keep open the doors of their shops, nevertheless carefully secreted 
every article of clothing and subsistanoe. The general and domestic 
inconvenience, which was the immediate result, produced the most 
violent agitation ; and the whoieremainingpopulation of Tebreiz united, 
with loud clamours, to complainof the obnoxious measure ; and to exe- 
crate the author of it, Ezz-ud-dein Mflzufifer, who fell, according to 
some historians, an immediate sacrifice to the rage of the disorderly 
multitude. ThepassageoftheKaravauns from one province to another 
now ceased, and every species of trade, and commercial intercourse was 
totally at an end. 

* From two pence three farthings, to four shillings and seven pence. 

* October, 1294. " 
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In such circumstances of alarm and emharassmcnt, it is not strange 
that the vezzeir should have united with the Ameirs of the court, in 
representing to Keykhautu that the bank-note system appeared fraught 
with ruin to his people, and extinction to the revenues of the state; 
and that if it were suffered to continue in force, but fora very few days 
longer, the result might prove most calamitous, if not fatal to his for- 
tune and government. Neither did it require any great exertion of rea- 
soning, to prevail upon the monarch to listen to this appeal ; and he 
consented without hesitation to rescind the decree, which seemed to 
threaten such inauspicious consequences. Those of the inhabitants 
who had abandoned the city immediately returned to their dwellings, 
and the country was soon restored to its former state of prosperity and 
abundance. 

The manner in which' in defiance of every principle of justice and 
decorum, Keykhautu dared to force to his licentious propensities the 
wives and daughters of every classof his subjects, and more particularly 
those of the Mahommedans, has already been intimated. It is therefore 
notsurprising that, smarting under the recollection ofsuch gross andac- 
cumulatedinjuries, theyshouldat last have unitedinaspiritofdetermin- 
ed hostility against his government, and should have looked with anxi- 
ous expectation, for the developementof some favorable crisis to relieve 
themselves from the cruel insults, to which they were perpetually ex- 
posed. The intemperate excesses of the monarch did not keep them 
longin suspense. One eveningat Alaht-auk, forsome conceived- offence 
in a fit of drunken ill humour, he directed Aval Kulv, one of his officers, 
to inflict several blows upon his kinsman, BiiduOghul, the grandson of 
Ilulauku. Next morning, when he was recovered from the effects of 
his debauch, the monarch evinced the utmost regret for what had pas- 
sed ; and in order to make the most ample reparation in his power for 
the insult, he immediately assembled his whole court, and taking the 
diadem from hisown brows to place it on those of his offended kinsman, 
proceededin their presence to offer everyapology forhis conduct. The 
haughty Moghfil, though deeply incensed, conceived it however at 
that moment, unseasonable to exhibit anysymptoms of dissatisfaction ; 
and he accordingly consented to pass the day in mirth and conviviality, 
as if all were buried in oblivion. 
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The discontented Ameirs, who were privately on the watch for their 
opportunity, and no sooner discovered the secretdispleasure which was 
brooding in the mind of Baidh, than they obtained an interview with 
thatprince; andjonhis promise to advance fromBaghdad inthecourseof 
the ensuing year, they readily entered into an engagement to join his 
standard, against the tyrant by whom he had been insulted. The 
Shahzaidahs, who werenot associated in the conspiracy, had quitted the 
court, and retired to their estates in the provinces; but in the middle 
of winter receiving intelligence of the designs in agitation, they trans- 
mitted to Keykhautun, without the smallest delay, a full disclosure of 
what they had learnt, together with the names of all concerned in the com- 
bination. Three of the leaders of the conspiracy were immediately 
seized and imprisoned, by Keykhautd ; but Toghatchaur Nfiyan, the 
fermenting principle of the mischief, being unaccountably left at large, 
omitted not to avail himself of the circumstance to dispatch an express 
to Baghdy, urging the immediate departure for Azerbhijaun, of Baidu, 
as he tendered his hopes of realizing their just expectations of success. 
In compliance with this request B^itlu instaully put his troops in mo- 
tion for Persian Ir^k. 

Keykbautu, who was at this period atlVis residence in the district of 
Arran in the peninsula of the Kfirr and Gras, hastened on intelligence 
of the hostile approach of hiskinsman, toTebreiz ; from whence he dis- 
patched an advanced guard of five thousand men, under Ncii)auk,or 
Teynauk, or some such name, to check the march of the iiisurgeuts- 
Aukbouka, and the traitor Toghatchaur, followed shortly afterwards 
with two tomauns, or divisions often thousaudeach ; and on the third of 
the former Jiimmaudy, of the six hundred aud ninety fourth of the 
ITidjerah,* the monarch in person, at the head of themain body of the 
army, proceeded in the same direction. The advanced guard under 
Teynauk was soon engaged with thelight troopsof the enemy, although 
the issue is not explained ; hut when they had marched together in 
concert for two days, Toghatchaur, on the morning of the third, pro- 
eeededwithhis division in advance, withoutiulvising with his collegue ; 
although, when required to account for his behaviour, he asigned as 
hisreason,the scarcityofforage and water. AVhichforthe present allayed 

♦March 13th, 1295., 
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the suspicions that had been awahened agaiasthiin. Conrinuin^ how- A. K. ci i, 
ever his separate march on the fourth day, Aukbouka became again A. D. 
Jealous of his intentions ; and in more peremptory terms, sent to demand 
an explanation of his conduct, so diametrically at variance with thesys- ' 
tem of military arrangement estahUshed by their superiors. Togh- 
atchaur now boldly threw off the mask ; and announced in reply, that 
hitherto, indeed, as Ameir-ul-umra, or lieutenant-general of the em- 
pire underthe authority of Keykhautu, hisobejlience was due to Auk- 
bouka ; but circumstances being now materially altered, by the trans- 
fer of tiiat important charge to himself, under the more recent author- 
ity of Baidu Khaun, he must be excused if he considered himself no 
longer subject to the orders of any other person. Such a communi- 
cation was not calculated to diminish the apprehensions of Aukbuuka; 
and the troops of his division, like a torrent overflowing its banks, 
proceeding in crouds to join the standard of the revolter, he found it 
expedient, with the few who continued firm to their allegiance, to seek 
the presence of his master. 

When apprised of the unfavorable train, into which his affairs had 
been thrown by this unexpected desertion, Keykhautu expressed a 
desire to withdraw, immediately intotheconfines of the Anatolian pen- 
insula ; but, to some of his courtiers, whose prudence and fidelity were 
perhaps equally questionable, such a step appeared inexpedient, and 
be was prevailed upon to proceed, on the contrary, towards Ebher, 
a litiie to the southward of Sultauniah. At such a crisis, Towukkel 
Xuyan, who had been but recently sent with a numerous body of 
troops, into Gurjestauu, or Georgia, suddenly re-appeared ; and being 
joined by the disaffected Ameits, wim had contrived to. make their es- 
cape from imprisonment at Tebreiz, all together, spurred on by the most, 
determined and inveterate hostility, pushed for the campof Keykhautu. 

The unfortunate monarch was soon, afterwards seized, and delivered: 
up into the hands of his rebellious nobility ; by whom, on Thurs- 
day the sixth of the latter Jummaudy, of the six hundred and ninety 
fourth of the Hidjerah* be was finally put to death, when he had ex- 
ercised the sovereign authority for the exact period of three years aud 

♦ Tfffaty-fiist of. Apri!, 12^: 
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A. H. 694 . ninemonths. He left three sons, Ulafreng, IransUh, and Jungpftllaud, 
neither of whom ever attained to the imperial power. 

Hubeib-us- BAtnu Khaun, theson ofTeragliai, sixthofthe Persian monarchs 
of the race of Jengueiz. 

The destiny of Keykhauth having been determined in the manner 
just recorded, by the swords of a rebellious aristocracy, Toghatchaur, 
with most of the Ameirs of the empire, hastened without further de- 
lay to join the standard of Baidu ; whom, before the close of the month 
of Jummaudy, in the neighborhood of Hamadaun, they seated on the 
throne of Hiilauku. The festivities incident to his inauguration being 
also at an end, the new sovereign proceeded to regulate the more im-. 
portant concerns of the monarchy. To Toghatchaur, who had been 
so conspicuously instrumental to his elevation, he confirmed the dig- 
iiity.of iVmeir-ul-umra, to which he further annexed the governmentof 
Diaurbeliir, and Rdm. Suddur Jahaun was removed from the Viz- 

ji.VrBU MiAUN, 

VithofthePorso- zaurut, which was bestowed upon Jummaul-ud-dein Dustjerdauny ; 

jeuguiziaasi the superseded minister being nevertheless, appointed to preserve or- 
der and tranquillity, in the provinces of Diaurbekir and K&m, as the 
lieutenant of Toghatchaur. The tomauns of Irdk Ajem were consigned 
to Tfilaudai, and Kenjek, or Kentchekbal, was nominated to the super- 
iiitendance of Sliubangautah. Of the ministers of the late monarch, 
Aukhouka, and Taynjh were both put to death ; others were received 
to pardon, andin particular Ay at Kljly,theofficerwho,at the instanceof 
hismaster, hadstruck theprinceatAlatauk; and whom, in consequence 
of his bold and manly reply, when taxed with an offence for which he 
was no further responsible, than as having without scruple, obeyed 
the commands of his then sovereign, the new iwonarcJi very honorably 
enrolled in the establishment more immediately attached to hisperson. 

Baidfi was, however, scarcely well seated on his throne, when he dis- 
covered that he was to combat for it, with a more formidable rival, in 
the person ofShahzhdah Gh^zan, theson of Arghhn Khaun, who ac- 
companied by AmeirNorouzGliauzzy, soon afterwards entered Azer-' 
bhijaim ; to whose fortune he was constrained to yield, and ultimately, 
brim-full to swallow to the dregs, the bitter draught so recently ad- 
ministered to the unhappy Keykhauth. The reign of BSiidh did not 
extend beyond the short period of five months^ biit the circumstances 
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farP will be more particalarly detailed ’urtder tlie history of his a. H. oiii 
victorious competitor, which next demands our attention, A. D. lasj. 

SiTLTAK Mahjiud, orsometimes Mahomjieo Ghazax Khauk, 
the SOD of Argbun Khaun, seventh of the Persian monarchs of the race 
of Jengiieiz, 

From the singular corapiacency with which the Mussulman writers 
appear to dwell upon his memory, we are induced to recur, with our 
author, to the earliest events of the life of this prince. 

His birth is stated to have taken place at Suitandowein in the de- 
pendency of Asterabad, and province of Mazanderaun, on Friday the 
twenty ninth of the latter Rebbeia, of the six hundred and seventieth 
of the llidjerah * The particular year is indeed omitted in the ma- jengukians. 
nuscript : but as he is repo-sented to have been in the tenth year of 
his age, at the death of his grandfather Abaka, we have ventured to 
supply the omission. 

Oa the death of Ahuka, at whose court he had received his education 
from the age of three years, he hastened to join his father, Arghun 
Khaun ; on whose subsequent triumph over Sultan Ahmed, and ele- 
vation to the sovereign dignity, in the six hundred and eighty third of 
the llidjerah, he was invested with the government of Khorassaun. 

And in that province, some years afterwards, it fell to the lot of the 
young prince to contend against the valour and experience ofAmeir 
Xoroin, the inveterate foe of inGdels in general, and of the Moghuls in 
particular. This warlike chieftain was the son of Arghun. A ga, who,, 
under different monarebs of the race of Jeagaeiz, had exercised the 
functions of government, in some or other of the provinces of the 
Persian empire, for a period of nine and thirty years. Ameir Norouz 
had early embraced the tenets of Isslam, and, on all occasions, had 
evinced the most ardent zeal in its interests, and advancement. In 
Zilbudjeqfthe six hundred and eighty seventh of the Hidjerah,f soon 
after Arghfin Khaun had found it expedient to make an example of 
his minister Bouka Tchingsang, Norouz, who was connected by the 
strongest ties offrrend.shipwiih that minister, withdrew in discontent 
to his winter quarters at Derrahjerd ; and there entered into a conspir- 
acy with the Shalizadah Senshour, bis sister’s husband, and some of 
* Ctccmber 3ril, A. I>. 1271. t January, 1289. 
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the Ameirs of Khorassaun, against the provineial geverfiment of GliJk. 
zan Khaun. On the eighth of the former Rebbeia of the year six hun- 
dred and eighty eight,* be unexpectedly surrounded that prince in 
his camp -at Keshefrud ; but by some chance or other, suffered him to 
escape into his native province of Mazanderaun, On his arrival in that 
country, Ghkzan immediately seized theperson of his brother llnlauju, 
in whose support Norouz had declared himself to have taken arms, 
and sent him in safe custody to his father’s presence; after which, hav- 
ing re-assembled his scattered troops, he rcturned to make head against 
the insurgents. On the fifteenth of the latter Rebbeia, f in the terri- 
toryof Raudegaun, a battle ensued between the adverse parties, in 
which Norouz was signally victorious ; acquiring at the same time an 
immense booty, and exalting the fame of his exploits to the highest 
pitch of glory. 

For part of the ensuing winter, J Sliahzadah Ghhzan remained inac- 
tive at Kalbons, another dopciuloncy of Asterabad ; but after a repose of 
forty days, duringwhich be had beeij joined by a powerful reinforcement 
dispatched to his aid by his father, under Bciidfi, and Touzein Nuyan, 
he marched without further delay, to try the issue of anothef conflict 
with Norouz. The latter advanced to meet him from the side of Rau- 
degaun ; but discovering, on bis arrival at Jermoghaun, that his force 
was inadequate to the hazard of a contest with the Shahzadali, with any 
reasonable prospect of success, he took the sudden resolution of retir- 
ing across the Jeyhun, into western Tartary. He was pursued to the 
gates of Herat, by GbS,zan Khaun; who returned however, after con- 
tinuing some time on the plains of Ilazaurjereib, with a considerable 
booty, to pass the remainder of the winter at Neyshapfir. The spring 
of six hundred and eighty nine,§ the young prince enjoyed among the 
delicious meads of Raudegaun ; andin the succeeding summer, he re- 
moved to TorCin (bordering on the Kohestaun), from whence he dis- 
missed BMdCi Ogbfil, with the greater part of the reinforcements from 
Irakand Azerbkijaun. Towards the close of the summer, ,he proceeded 
to a station in the neighborhood of Serkhess, called Shcrsebeil, and 
there encamped. 

•Itosli S6th, 128^,. t May eth, 1289. }Ofl2D0. 

iSA. D.1290. 



eo5 

■ While he remained in his encampment at this place, reports were A. H. (WW. 
continually conveyed to him of the hostile designs of Keydft Kfaaun ; A. D. 

hom, on his retreat into Turkestaun, Norouz Bf-i had never ceased 
to importune with representations of the taciiity, with which hemiglit 
achieve the conquest of Khorassuini. His solicitations at last pre* 
veiled; and that monarch confiding the execution of the design to his 
son inlaw, .\rekteii:ir, the latter, some time in the Cpoth of the Ilicl- 
jerali, crossed the Ainuyali, or lower Oxus, accompanied by Xor- 
OU2, at tiie iiead of tiiirfy thousand veteran cavalry. Shahzkdah 
GhyZiia and the Amcirs unuor his orders, conceived that this was a 
foice against whicli they were not possessed of the means of resistance; 
fiurl they accordingly evacuated the province, retreating with their 
uirncst celerity all the wav to Semnauu, on the borders of Persian 
Irak and Mazanderaun. Ifaviui ].ursued them as far as Jour, the 
troops of Arekteinur and Norouz extended their ravrges through great 
part of Kliorassauii, acquitting themselves, with sufScient activity 
and effect, in the cruel work of piljage and slaughter. But, in every 
district through which they passed in their return, the oppressed in- 
habitants, whenever it could be undertaken with advantage, by night 
and by day, failed not toliarrass their invaders with incessant attacks; 
so that by the time they reached Baudgbeiss, they discovered that 
they had lost, in a manner for which they could not account, very ■ 
little short of live thousand horse. Such a circumstance awakened 
some suspicions in the mind of Arekteraiir; and he gave a proof of the 
direction in which they tended, by condemning his auxiliary Norouz 
to the discipline of the cane, or perhaps of the bastinado. 

In the mean time, intelligence was announced of the death of Arghfln 
Kbaun, and of the accession of Keykhautu ; events which were made 
known to Ghazan during his abode at Semnaun. Whence, after exhi- 
biting the usual proofs of sorrow on the demise of his father, the young 
prince proceeded at first towards Damawend, possibly Damaghaun, retir- 
ing ultimately toSultandowein,tlie place ofhis nativity. At that place, 
hr! was not long aftenvards joined by the Shahzhdah Ambartchei, wnth 
the Ameirs Touldiki, orTflIadhi,and Kenjekbaul, dispatched by Key- 
khautu, at the bead of a choslen detachment of troops to his support. 
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Thus sefjured against the attempts of the enemy, Ghazancojiliuaed 
in a state of inactivity at Sultandovvein, until the spring of the six 
hundred and ninety second of the Hidjerahy* when he announced his 
intention of visiting Tebreiz ; in order as he alleged, to bring the state' 
ofKhorassaun,underthemoreseriousconsiderationofIveykhauti!i. But 
the presence of his nephew being deemed by that monarch, a circum- 
stance likely to affect the tranquillity of his government, he employed 
someofhis nobles to dissuade theShahzyahfrom his design; and to pre- , 
vail upon him to take the opposite direction, that of the province in 
which he was so deeply concerned. Ghlizan remained however in 
Mazanderaun, in which province- he now continued uuti lithe close of 
six hundred and ninety three.l Then it was that he transferred his 
quarters to Neyshaptir, where he finally came to an accommodation 
with his late formidable adversary AmeirNorouz. 

It would appear that having acco-rapanied Arekternfir to the banks 
of the Amuiahjon his return from thepredatory'expodition into Khor- 
assaun, and having already experienced some proof of the treatment- 
to which he might be in future further exposed, Ameir Norouz availed 
himself of the earliest opportunity to separate from the Tcheghataians ; 
and very shortly afterwards, at the suggestion, of his wife, that he dis. 
patched two of his followers to solicit, or propose a reconciliation with 
Shahzadah Ghazan. The prince met the overture with unfeigned sa- 
tisfaction ; immediately concluding that the frieudsliip of this able and 
warlike chieftain must essentially contribute to promote the advance- 
ment of his own fortune, and of those views which he probably had 
already in contemplation. A treaty was arranged between the par- 
ties without much difficulty ; and although. i,t was hi the depth of win- 
ter, Ghiizan proceeded without delay, through Serkhess and-jVIcrfi, to 
Shabreghaun ; ia the neighborhood of which place, he came to a cou- 
ferencewith Nerouz,atwhich it was reciprocally agreed to bury all past 
animosities in oblivion, and to cultivate for the future, themost sincere 
and lasting friendship. The' Shahzadah bestowed the most libecal 
proofs of his esteem and kindness, upon his new ally, accompanied b/ 
whom he, shortly after this, set off on his return fof Saltandowein. 


* A. DJ283. t September, A. D. 1204. 
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While he was on h?s march to Sfiltandowein on this occasion, at k. H, oa-t. 
the commencement of the six hundred and ninety fourth of the Hid- 
jHTah,^ repeated advices were comnmnicated toGLasanj oi'tle dear!; of 
Kejkhautu. and of the elevation of BaiduOghul, or OghLi, as already 
related ; events which were calculated to agitate his mind in no ordi- 
nary degree. Accordingly on his arrival at Sultandowein,he proceeded 
to deliberate with his ojBccrs, on the measures which he should pur- 
sue, in order to vindicate his own claim to the throne of his ancestors, 
and to subvert the power of the usurper. Having expressed his con- 
fidence that the period was not remote, at which they should see the 
prince of their selectiorr elevated to the splendor of a throne, and the 
power of the usurper with his conglomerated Ameirs, dispelled with 
the clouds that ob-.cure the views of infidelity, Xorouz embraced his 
opportunity to iniimiUe to his associates, that there was one step which, 
beyond ail others, would promote and facilitate the object of their 
ambition — This was, that the Shahzyah should engage, at a proper 
period, to profess his belief in the doctrines of the last of the prophets. 

A proposal to which GhSzan appears to have subscribed, without hes- 
itation ; and he soon afterwards commenced his march for AzerbtlijaUn, 

Oil his arrival at Tehraun, or Tehroon, then a dependency of the an- 
cient city of Rev, the ShahzMah, at the instance of Norouz, who was 
now become his principal adviser, dispatched a deputation to the court 
of Baidfi, with a message importing, that as it was the first instance in 
which the Kiiraju nobility had presumed to offer violence to the il- 
lustrious blood of Jengueiz, he trusted that the individuals engaged in 
the death of Keykhauth, would be conveyed to his camp without delay; 
in order that, after a solemn and impartial investigation, those chiefs 
who should be found guilty of having betrayed their unhappy sover- 
eign, might suffer the punishment due to their crimes. The deputies 
of Ghazan Khaun found the court of Baidu, at Hushtrud, near Mef- 
aughah; and when they had explained the object of their visit, the 
monarch did not pretend to deny that for certain reasons, which it were 
superfluous to detail, Keykbautfl had suffered death ; but, as the mem- 
bers of the imperial tamily, and the Ameirs of the einpire had since 
unitjed to acknowledge the authority of another sovereign, in himself, it 

• Deccmijer, 1:^04, 
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appeared advisable that the Shahzyah should retrace his steps tovrards 
Khorassaun, without exposing himself to any further inconvenience, 
GhazanK-haun received this reply at Kunguraulung, (the future Sul- 
tauniab) and hastened without further delay towards llushtrud— the 
eight rivers. 

Baidfi on the other hand, on intelligence of the approa'ch of his advt;rT 
sary, advanced with equal resolution to meet him ; and on Thursday 
the fifth of Iludjub of the six hundred and ninety fourth of the Hid- 
jerah,* in the neighborhood of Korbansheirah, and on the banks of the 
river which runs by the village of Sheirgueiran, the hostile armies 
came in view of each other. Before, however, themartjal instruments 
had yet sounded “ to battle,” the left wing of Baidu, under Towukkcl 
Nuyan and another chief, being assailed by Ameir Kiitlug Shah, with 
part of the right wing of Ghazan Khaiin, Towukkel basely fled, and 
abandoned his collegue; who was killed on the spot with nearly' two 
hundred of his bravest cavalry. This circumstance produced a strong 
suspicion of treachery iii the mind of Baidu, and he immediately sus- 
pended hostilities ; dispatching his x\kbtatchci, grand equerry, or mas- 
ter of the horse, to propose an accommodation to the Shahzadah ; re- 
minding him at the same time of the ties of friendship that formerly 
subsisted between them, and assuring him that he felt not the slightest 
repugnance to bis possessing his full proportion of wealth andgrandeur., 

The Shahzadah appeared equally disposed to comproinise the un- 
fortunate diflerences that had arisen to disturb the empire';, audit was 
immediately arranged that the two princes should have a. private con- 
ference, atwliich,\yithouttheintervention ofanythird person wdiatever^ 
they might freely disclose to. each other their respective views and 
sentiments. On the day following,, Bkidfi Kba.un and Shahzadah Oha- 
zan, each accompanied by a slight escort,, accordingly proceeded to- 
the place of conference, a.t ^ome distance from either army ; and th^rc' 
embracing, with, mutual profesions,of respect and esteem, the Shahza- 
dah declared without reserve, that his wishes extended to no other obc. 
ject, than to that of beingput in posses.sion of the governments of Tarss,. 
Rermaun, and Irak, on the same terms as they had been formerly 
kqtd by his father. To this arrangement Baidfi, appeared to aeqeds. 

* KiHeteenth of May, 
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with cheerfulnessand sincerity; and havingagreed to meet asecondtime A. H. 694 . 
thedayfollowing,morder to ratify tbeaccommodation, at a magnificent D- 1^'>. 

entertainment, the princes separated, again expressing their mutua^ Habe2>-ui- 
regard and satisfaction. Baidu and bis Ameirs were, nevertheless, at 
the same moment, digesting a plan tocutofftheShahzadah during the 
conviviality of the intended repast : which, from some indications or 
other, fortunately did not escape the observation of the young prince, 
and he took his measures accordingly. That very night, the tenth of 
Rudjub,* leaving Ameir Norouz and Boukitemur to receive the pa- 
tent for the governments to which he laid claim, and further to ascer- 
tain the views ot the hostile Ameirs, he privately withdrew himself 
towards Mazanderaun. 

When lie considered his person secure from danger, he dispatched 
Arek or Ark:temur,one of his principal ofBcers, however, to explain 
to Baidu Khaun the reasons of his sudden departure, and to assure 
him, that with respect to himself he could not harbour the slightest 
suspicion ot evil; but, that discovering in the demeanor of his courtiers 
certain symptoms, which too clearly indicated a design to counteract 
the views of their superiors, he had found it expedient, without appriz- 
ing him ot his intentions, to remove to a place of safety. He conceived, 
notwithstanding, that the engagements contracted between them were 
of a nature not to be violated, and that it behoved him without demur 
to transmit by Norouz Beg, whom be had left behind him for the pur- 
pose, tlie necessary letters patent investing him with the governments 
enjoyed by his father ; thus guarding against the mutual inconvenience 
wtiich must be the issue of an infraction of the treaty on either side: 

Baidu continued to conduct himself with an appearance of moderation, 
and immediately gave orders that Jummaul-ud-dein, the lieutenant 
ot Farss, should deliver over that province to the agents of Ghltzan 
Khaun, But while he still endeavored to temporize, and procrastinate 
with Norouz, that able chieftain availed himselFof tlie opportunity to 
bring over! oghatchaur, to form with him a secret engagement to sub- 
vert the authority of Baidu, and to establish that of the ShahzSdah. 

This point successfully arranged, Norouz presented himself one day 
to Baida, and, with a duplicity not unsuitable to liis character, very 

•Mz.v2iUi, 1395. 
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A. II. 694. deliberately swore to him, that if the monarch would permit him to 
A. D.1295. depart his camp without further delay, he would engage to deliver 
Habeib-us- Gh^an, bound hand and foot, into the custody of his officers. B^idA 
inconsiderately fell into the snare ; and on the fifteenth of Rudjub,* 
both Norouz and Boukitemur received permission to return to their 
master ; whom on the twenty seventh of the same month, f they joined 
in perfect security at Feyrouzkbh. All that had passed in their con- 
ferences with his uncle was punctually reported to the nephew ; and 
to his infinite mortification, B&idfi was soon afterwards apprized in a 
dispatch fromNorouz himself, that he had been completely out-witted. 

On the fourth of the month of Shabaun,t in performance of his en* 
gagementwith Ameir Norouz, and in the presence of a certain eminent 
doctor of the name of ShaikhSudder-ud-deinlbrauhim, Ghtlzan Khaun 
proceeded to make his public profession of Isslhm ; and not much less 
than one hundred thousandofhis nation are represented to have followed 
his example, on the same day. 

Shortly after this, the agent who had been dispatched on his part, to 
receive the investiture of the government of Shirauz, returned to in- 
form the Shabzidab, that the lieutenant of Farss had refused both to 
resign histrust, andtopayany attention to the oiyers conveyed to him. 
This rekindling his resentment with no slight degree of violence, Gha- 
zan gave immediate orders to prepare afresh, for an expedition into 
Azerbaijaun. In the mean time, Sudder Jahaun Ahmed the Zenjauu- 
ian, who had been nominated as already seen, to take charge of the 
affairs of the province of Riim, suddenly quitted the road to that pro- 
vince ; and striking through Guilau, on the seventh of the month of 
Shavaul,:|: succeeded in joining tile army of the Shalizidah, still at I’ey- 
rouzkoh. He was received with distinguished favor ; and at his ear- 
liest opportunity, having previously stipulated with the prince, that he 
should on his part, when he had triumphed over his adversaries, engage 
to the utmost of his power, to confirm and stabilitate the interests" of 
the true faith, to restore the charitable endowments instituted by the 
monarchs of former times, and to relinquish the property of those who 
should fall in battle, to such as possessed the claims of legitimate in- 
heritance, pledged himself to conduct Norouz, by a way through Cui- 
• May 29th, 1295, fJunelOtb, J June 17th. § August 18th, 
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i’.n, tlrit sfioul'.l render lum absolute master of the destiny oiBaiuii. a. h. 

To these several stipulations, the Shabz^ah subscribed without the A. D. laiij. 
>n:rilk-st reserve; and on Friday the fifteenth of Shavaul ofthe six bun- Hai>eili-us- 
dred and ninety fourth of the Ilidjerah,* finally advanced on the direct 
rout;: tow ards Azerbuijaun. While Ameir Xorouz proceeded the same 
tiine.bvforced insrches, and thro'ijh extraordinarv difficulties of coun- 
try through Guiiuii, by a road which broaght him, by midnight of a 
certain date, to a station from whence, in two days journey he could 
reach the camp of Biiidu. From this station he conveyed intelligence 
■if ills approach to Toghatchaur, and the other chiefs engaged in the 
' 0 ’.:<pir’.Gy ; wiio were no sooner apprized of his arrival, than, like his 
iietter fortune, they abandoned the standard of their sovereign, and 
bastened to join that of Xorouz. 

The defection of these chiefs determined Biidu, on the fifteenth of 
r.ie menth of Ziikuuclah.y to break up the camp which he had formed 
on the Seffeidrud, cr white river; and to retire with considerable pre- 
cij)itation, by the route of Oujaun and Marend, towards Georgia ; 
while Xorouz, afterdispatchingtoannouncetheeventtotheShahzadah, 
hastened with his utmost celerity in pursuit of the fugitive. On the 
confii’c-sofXekbtcliuau!), the unfortunate monarch was overtaken and 
secured, by the advanced guard of X^orouz’s division, and he was con- 
veyed Without delay to that general at Tebreiz . From thence be was 
further dispatched towards Oujaun, by this time the head quarters of 
GhazanKhaun. Thisdeterminedhisdestiny. His master of the horse 
was now employed by the Shabz^dah, to meet and destroy his unfor- 
tunate relative; whose existence was accordingly put a period to, on 

ednesday the twenty third of ZHkaudah, of the six hundred and ninety 
fourth of the Hidjerab.+- 

The power of Baidu becoming thus finally extinct, through the as- 
cendaacy of Shahzudah Ghazuii's better star, and the ardent zeal of 
Ameir Xorouz, the victor prince on the twenty ninth day of Zilhudje, 
the last oi the 69-tth ofthe Hidjerab,| publicly seated himself on the 
throne of OalaukL On the same day he issued a luandate, requiring 
every iloghhl- subject to his authority, to abjafe, on pain of deathj 
the errors of infidelity and idolatry, and to make immediate and public 

♦ AsgQBt Stab, j Sqitoi/er 2 Kh. J Octoberfeid. . t Xoveniticr 8;h, A. 0. 1295. 
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profession of Isslam ; further signifying his pleasure that the dis- 
ciples of the book, or advocates of divine revelation, adverting to the 
different sects of jews and Christians, already tributary to hi? exche- 
quer, shouldon no pretencebepersecuted with exactions orimpositions, 
beyond what was expressly authorized by the strict letter of the law. 

Here then properly commences thereigu ofGnAZAN Khaun. To 
leave, however, nothing unperformed, that could in any shape contri- 
bute to secure the stability of his power, he proceeded shortly after- 
wards, toKarabaugh of Aran, in the peninsula of the Kurr and Aboras ; 
where, in conformity with the practice of his predecessors, having 
summoned a Kurilthi, or grand convention of the Ameirs ot the empire, 
He received on his throne, a written pledge of fealty and allegiance, 
from the princes of his blood, and from the vvnole of the Khaims and 
Nuyans there assembled ; closing the ceremony with a sumptuous 
entertainment, splendid in proportion to the exalted rank of the diiiior. 

Among other circumstances, with which the new monarch conceived 
it of importance to distinguish the coiiunencementoi hisreign, he caus- 
ed the Altumghau, or imperial seal of state, to be altered from a quad- 
rangular, to an oval shape, considered the most auspicious, as it is 
the most elegant of all forms; and on this, he at the same time di- 
rected to be engraved, the confession of faith, La-illauh, &c, Hefurther 
ordered that all letters and state papers should, for the future, invari- 
ably open with the sentence, B’ismil-lauh-urraihman'Urraheimr—\a 
the name of God the most merciful, most beneficent : and he finally 
made it known to all under his authority, that every decree, pension, 
or grant, formerly enacted or established in favor of the disciples of the 
Korhn, should be held, to all intents and purposes, in undiminished 
force. The dignity of Ameir-ul-fimra, with the superintendance of 
his armies, heconfeneduponNorouz,and the Vizzaurut, or civil ad- 
ministration, was assigned to the veteran statesman, Suddur-jahaun. 

In the first year of the reign of Ghkzan Khaun, intelligence from 
Khorassaun announced that a powerful army from western Thfkestaun 
had crossed the Oxus, under 0 ujli the son of Berau k, or Berrac Khaun ; 
whom the military chiefs of the province declared their inability to re- 
sist,' upless their anxious expectations of powerful support were speed- 
ily fulfilled. Conceiving that this aggression could be effectually 
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repelled by no other arm than that of the experienced and warlike No- , 
rouz, Ghazan Kbaun immediately dispatched that able chief, at the 
head of a numerous force, to relieve the province from the outrages of 
invasion. The Tclieghatavan Tartars, on infornaation of the approach 
of Norouz, put themselves in immediate retreat; being dreadfully har- 
rassed, and ultimately driven across the Amuyah with infinite loss and 
disgrace, by that general. Norouz then returned in triumph to the 
presence of his sovereign, who accumulated upon him fresh honorsand 
rewards. On the other band, Suddur Jahaun, who fell under some 
suspicion of embezzlement in the revenue, was about the same period 
degraded from the Vizzaurut, and his office transferred to Jummaul- 
ud-dein Dustjerdauny. 

A powerful party among the Moghul Shabzadahs and Ameirs, who 
continued secretly hostile to the recent re-exaltation of the influence 
of Isslam, was forming in the mean time against Norouz, whose des- 
truction they solemnly engaged to produce, by exciting against him the 
indignation of his sovereign ; and thusouce more to convert the sacred 
edifices, devoted to the pure rites of Mahommedan worship, into the 
temples of Christian superstition, and the unhallowed dens of a more 
detestable idolatry. But, before their plans could be brought to ma- 
turity, the safety of the empire again required, iu KhoiMsaun, the ser- 
vices of Norouz ; two of the Ameirs who bad conspired to destroy him. 
being u nsuspectingly ordered by Ghhzan Khaun, to accompany him into 
that province, it was therefore now determined among the conspira- 
tors, instead of looking forward to a contingency which might never 
occur, that their two associates who were proceeding with Norouz, 
should, at a certain fixed period, on reaching the borders of Khoras- 
saun, put that chieftain to death ; while two of their accomplices, Aus- 
tvymhr, and Arslan, should in AzerbltijauQ put a period to the exis- 
tence of Giihzan. Before they anived in Kborassaun, however, Beis- 
souka, and Boulhi, the two chiefs who attended Norouz, in the ex- 
pectation that he would gladly associate in their design, conceived it 
expedient by a. confidential messenger, to commttoicate what was in 
agitation, to Shahzidah Ta^htchfi. The Shahzhdiiifaiiff'ected to concur ; 
but privately dispatched to acquaint NorQa2 with all that had been 
discovered to him, of the plot laid for bisdestruetion. 
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Thus seasonally apprized oHiis danger, Norouz, on the night ap- 
pointed for the execution of the design, secretly withdrew from his 
camp; placing the whole ofhis troops at a convenient distance, in am- 
buscade. Hence, when at midnight, Oeissouka audBoul^i, armed and 
accoutred at all points, entered the camp of Norouz, and found it thus 
entirely and unaccountably abandoned, their suspicions were immedi-, 
ately alarmed ; and they addressed themselves without delay to escape 
by flight. In this they were also Irustiated ; for the veteran Ameir, sud- 
denly rushing from his ambush, entirely intercepted their retreat, and 
they were with the whole of their followers, eithercut topieces or taken 
prisoners. Boulai and Beissouka, or Soiika, as he is indifferently de- 
nominated, who had fallen alive into the hands of their exasperated 
collegue, were both put to death the following day ; while dispatches 
were transmitted without lossoftimeto communicate tO'Ghazan IChaun 
the objects of the conspiracy. 

Conceiving that the design against Norouz was in the course of ex- 
ecution in Khorassaun, Austeymfir and Arslan, with a formidable body 
of insurgents whom they had raised in Azerbiijaun, were proceeding 
to attack the person of Ghltzan Khatiu ; while that prince, already aware- 
of their object, with equal eagerness and resolution advanced to oppose 
them. In the neighborhood of Beylekaun, at no groat distance from 
the banks of the Ahoras, he gave them battle; and Austeymhr, with 
some of the bravest of the insurgents having fallen in the action, the- 
remainder betook then-selves to flight. They were, liowever, closely 
pursued, and for the greater part overtaken at different stages, and ul- 
timately put to death ; not less than five princes of the blood of Jen- 
gueiz, and seven audtbirty Ameirs of the most distinguished order, per- 
ishing by thes word of the executioner, within the period of one month.. 
These events were followed by extraordi nary rejoici ngs among all classy 
of Mahommedans ; it being generally understood that if the authom 
of the insurrection had been triumphant, Isslkjn would have been again 
exposed to the most serious evils. 

In the early part of Mohurrim* of the six hundred and ninety sixth: 
of the Hidjorah, having been but a short time before reprieved* almost 
from under the axe of the executioner, through the timely intervene 

‘‘October,: 1296., 
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iion of flerkedauk Nliyan, Suddur Jahaun was once more restored to A. H. fiS0, 
theVizzaurut, on the disgrace and death of Jummaul-ud-dein. But, as A- P- 
this minister had some reason to conceive that Ameir Norouz had been, Habeib-us- 
oneway or other, chiefiv instrumental to his recent supersession, he 
determined to make it the object of ids unceasing study, to bringabout 
the humiliation of that distieguished commander. In the spring of 
the year,* while Ghkau kept his court at Hamadaun, he accordingly 
availed himself of the opportunity, tofix upon Norouz, the suspicion 
that he was carrying on a traitorous correspondence with the Saltan of 
Egypt, for the express purpose of destroying his own sovereign. Li 
order to support thefoul charge with adequate proof, he proceeded to 
forge some letters, as having passed between Norouz and the Egyptian 
prince ; and during the conviviality of an entertainment, contrived to 
convey them into some part of the dress of a person of the name of 
Kays'ar who occasionally travelled between Persia and Egypt, and of 
llaiijy Beg, the brother of Norouz. The charge against bis general 
was now brought to the notice of Ghazan Khaun, in so determined a 
shape, that it could not prudently be withheld from investigation; and 
Kayssar. andHadjy Beg being summPned to the presence of the mon- 
arch, the alleged correspondence was immediately discovered, where 
it hadbeen perlidiously disposed of, upon their persons. The Egyptian 
traveller was beaten to death with clubs, upon thespot ; and Hadjy Beg, 
together with all the family of Norouz, whose residence in Irak had 
placed them within the reaidi of their enemies, were all condemned to 
perish by various methods of execution. The Ameirs Hountai aud 
Herkedauk Nuyan, with two tomauns, or divisions often thousand 
each, were at the same time, ordered to march immediately into Ivhor- 
assaun; with instructions not to return, until they had accomplished 
thedestruction of Norouz. A further division of thearmy under Ameir 
Kfltluk Shah proceeded in the same direction, shortly afterwards, to 
secure the attainment of this object. 

Intelligence of these severe and fatal examples of his master's ven- 
geance, was corainunieated to Norouz at Neyshap&r; where he pro- 
ceeded to consult with his principal followers, as to the measures 
which, under such alarming circumstances of danger, it would be ad* 

•A,D.1297. 
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visable to pursue; declaring, at the same time, his own opinion in favor 
of retiring to HerSit, to demand the protection of Melek fakher-ud- 
dein Guerret, orKirret, the independent prince of that place, who was 
married to his niece, and on whose good faith and honor, he had other 
reasons for reposing his utmost confidence. Others, alleged on this 
occasion to have reasoned with greater prudence,observed that the Mo* 
ghills’ surest bulwark was to be found in the unlimited range of the 
plains; and that it behoved their general to beware of cooping himself 
up within the walls of Herht, or of placing too great a reliance on the 
doubtful attachment of its prince. Norouz adhered, however, to his 
own judgment ; and the greater part of his Ameirs, finding their coun* 
sels disregarded, with the whole of their followers, shortly afterwards 
abandoned him to his destiny. With four hundred men, whocontinued 
still resolved to abide the issue of his fate, Norouz now- hastened to 
Herat, where he was received with every testimony of satisfaction by 
Melek Fakher-ud-dein ; who lodged him and his followers, for their 
greater convenience and security, in the castle of Ekhtiaur ud-dein. 
A few days afterwards, Ameir Kutluk Shah with his army encamped 
under the walls of Herat; and immediately commenced the most vi- 
gorous operations for the reduction of the place. 

Relying on the strength of the works, and on the numbers and bra- 
very of the Ghourian garrison, by which they were defended, Ameir 
Norouz, one day in private conversation with the associates of his des- 
tiny, could not forbear congratulating himself on the felicity with 
which he had chosen an asylum; and expressing his assured conviction, 
that all the efforts of Kiltlhk Shah to make himself master of it, must 
terminate in disgrace and defeat. To this, one of his friends ventured 
to remark in reply, that for his own part his apprehensions did notin 
truth, proceed somuch from theeffortsof Kutlfik Shah without, as from 
the dubious fidelityoftheGhourians within the walls. He was there- 
fore of opinion, that the person of M^lek Fakher-ud-dein should be 
immediately secured, and committed to safe custody; that Ameir Nor- 
ouz should himself without delay undertake the defence of the city : 
and that when he should have relieved himself from external danger, 
by compelliug his adversaries to withdraw from the siege, it would 
be still in his power to make amends for this act of temporary violence, 
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by restoring iiis relative to authority. With a magnanimity wori'uy of a 
better fate, Ameir Norouz renounced without hesitation, a plan by 
which be shoiik! incur so foul a charge of ingratitude, and breach of 
hospitality. The conversation was, however, unfortunately overheard 
by a Seitstaunian chief, who listened without the pavilion, and w’ho 
instantly communicated the subject of it to Melek ruther-ud-dein; 
and a resolution was adopted by that chief, on the advice of his ameirs, 
to secure the person ofNoroiiz without delay, and to deliver him up 
to the mercy of his enemies. 

Suck a resolution taken, Mfiek Fakher-ud-dein repaired to the re- 
sidi'KceofXorouz; and with an apparent solicitude for his safety, pro- 
posed tiiat he stiould detach his best and most faithful soldiers to de- 
fend the principal gates of the town : on the pretext, that in a garrison 
composed of so many different nations, some conspiracy mi;'ht even- 
turdly be formed to betray them to the besiegers. Ascribing the pro- 
posal to the most frienuiy motives, and without the slightest suspicion 
of its perfidious tendency, Noroiiz immediately sent off the whole of 
his followers, a very few only excepted, to the different gates ; and was 
thus left to the protection of not more than three or four attendants. 
In such a situation, Fakher-ud-dein employed four of his captains, 
with adivision ofGhourians, to seize his unsuspecting guest. 

Norouz happened at the moment to be on the ramparts of the cita- 
del, amusing liimself with his bow and arrows ; which as opportunity 
offered, and they exposed themselves to his view, he discharged at the 
besiegers. J ust as he wms stooping down to rectify some defect in his 
bow string, the Ghourians suddenly made their appearance, each bear- 
ing in his hand the door of an apartment, taken off the hinges ; on 
which the gallant chief demanded, without however exhibiting any 
concern, the object of this visit. Tauj-ud-dein Yelduz, one of the cap- 
tains replied, that they were sent by Fakher-ud-dein, with the mater- 
ials which he saw in their hands, to construct a breast work, in order 
to protect him from the darts and other missiles of the enemy. Norouz 
oijserved, that it was all very well, and again applied himself to the 
re-adjustment of his bow. Yelduz then advanced and struck him an 
unexpected blow on the temple with his mace ; while the Ghourians 
under his command rushed on, and succeeded in securing the unfor- 
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tunate Ameir without further difficulty. He was now conducted, with 
his hands bound, and a bruised and battered visage, to the presence of 
Melek Fakher-ud-deiti, who was just approaching the gate of the ci- 
tadel, at the head of two hundred horse. 

The catastrophe may be easily foreseen. The unhappy Norouz, with 
bis followers, was conveyed straight to the camp of Kutluk Shah ; who, 
in the usual course of summary justice, with his own hand instantly 
struck oil his head. It was finally transmitted to the presence of his 
sovereign ; by whose directions it was suspended to a gibbet, as an 
example to the disaffected, and furnishing another striking proof of 
the inconstancy of fortune, and of the instability of human greatness. 
The death of this able chieftain is stated to have taken place on the 
twenty second ofSliavaul, of the six hundred and ninety sixth of the 
Hidjerah.* 

A disorderly and restless banditti had been permitted, under the 
appellation of Nikoudrians, some time after the accession of Ghazan 
Khauii, to settle in different parts of Persian Irak ; but as they could not 
be restrained from indulgiugin their natural habits of a predatory life, 
which were continually breaking out into some act or other of robbery 
and violence upon the public, the monarch was at last compelled to 
exact from them a formal engagement, that if for the future they should* 
in any shape, he found guilty of the enormities of which his subjects 
were perpetually complaining against them, their lives and property 
were to be considered as forfeited to the state. In consequence of this 
arrangement, on the occurrence of any theft or robbery on the highway, 
the magistrates invariably seized upon the Nikoudrians, and rendered 
them immediately responsible for the offence. But, as it might some 
times happen that they should suffer when innocent, they became 
at last weary of perpetual persecution ; siidclonly quitted the pro- 
vince without the sanction of the sovereign authority ; and, passing 
through the Kohestann, made the best of their way to ilerkt, where 
they claimed the protection of the same \lelek Faklier-ud-dein, re- 
cently adverted to. From that chief they experienced a favorable re- 
ception ; anclhe readily consented to furuisb them with horses and arms, 
and a. warrant, moieover,under his authority to exercise their profession 

* August nth, 1297. 
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they soon after en^ageil, to the Infiaite ; and annoy-aice of tae un- h. 
fjrtuiiate i./lvahitaiits exposed to their :;iVjaroii5 Incttrsions. 

Diivtii to LXlremity by the laiceiv'-iaidepredailoas of this banditti, 
the natives of Kl.orassjii a no 1 on .\-r ucA rred to carry their demrinds for 
redress to the presence oiGhuzar. Kl.a-in : and that moaarchdcteriniaed 
to make the chnstizement of their cpprf<-sors the oldect of his imme- 
diate, and iLCst strious attention. In tiie course of the six hundred 
and ninety seventh of the Hidj Tali, his brother Bundah Oghul, the 
same wl.o on his accession f» the throne obtained the appellations of 
Or.'juitu .Sultan, anil Sultan M;-iho:nmed Khodabundali, then residing 
t.i hlazmderaun, was accordingly nominated to conduct a powerful 
expttl;t;oii. toavensethe wrongs of Khorassaiin. By his instructions, 
he- was in the first in-tance to demand from MeiekFakher-ud-dein, an 
immediate and unconditional surrender of the Nikoudrians iindcT his 
jirotectir n : and in case of the slightest demur on the part of that 
jirince, he was without further preliminary to Iry siege to Herat. But 
when he had accomplished the reduction of that place, he was to pro- 
ceed to the ultimate object of the enterprise ; the total extirpation of 
the depredators vrho had c.xcited such displeasure, without leaving a 
vestige of their hated race to create further mischief to the world. 

On his anival at Neysliapur, Oulj iiiu accordingly dispatched an 
agent to announce to Mc‘h-k Fakher-ud-dtin, tlie object of his appear- 
ance in such fui'co in his neiglibcrhood, and to make the demand which 
he was authorized to do. on the part of his brother ; and as Fakher-ud- 
dein evinced equal unwillingness, and delay to accord with the princi- 
ipal jiointsof the demand, hostilities shortly after commenced between 
bun and Otdjailu. But, when these had continued for some time, an 
accommodation was brought about, through the intervention of .Shaikh 
Shahaub-ud-dein Jaumy : theiiiha!>itiintsof Iler.'it, as a nuisom from 
the turther calamities that might ensue, consenting to pay to thelNIo- 
ghui prince, the sum of one hundred thousand Kok-ihy, or Kopeiky 
dinaur-s.* Oiiljrdth appears iben to have withdrawn to his own pro- 
vince, wiihout any furthcre-Xertion. 

* ft'SOll. ISs. 4'i. i;t iLc ikhO'f, end 400:131. 6s. 8(1. at (lie lowest computclion. Ko- 
heik bas,(iitL t'jitrelle cri'iIft-igK, Icea cfasklited (Le Cojke oflLc Fiaisiiini. 
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A. H. 697-98. In the course of the same year, having formed some imperfect views 
A. D. 1298-99. qq the sovereignty, through the absurd and wicked suggestions of an 
Habeib us- jiupostor wlio pretended to dive into the events of futurity, and who 
presumed to foretel, that within the period of forty days he should 
ascend the throne of Persia, Shahzadah Taltchfi, or Taynjfi, became 
obnoxious to his imperial relative; and his design being seasonably 
betrayed, he was, together with the Ameirs attached to him, and the 
wretched wizard who had imposed upon him, without ceremony con. 
demned to suffer by the hand of the executioner. 

In the latter Juramaudy of the year six hundred and ninety eight, f a, 
party of the Ameirs of the court, headed by Kdtb-ud-dein and Mueyen- 
iid-deiu Khorassauiiy, seized a favorable opportunity of bringing be. 
fore theirsovereign acharge ol'inalversation, and corrupt practices against 
the minister Suddurjahaun ; which terminated in the arrest of that able 
statesman, on the seventeenth of lludjub. On the nineteenth his con- 
duct was investigated, and he w'as condemned to die ; and two days 
afterwards, f one of his hands being held by Aineir Soutai, and the 
other by Pehlewaun Mtilek the Ghourian, he was, in pursuance of his 
sentence, cut through the middle by Kutluk Shah Nuyan. His bro- 
ther Kutb-e-jahaun, whom they could accuse of no other offence but 
that of consanguinity with the unfortunate Vezzeir, suffered by a si- 
milar death at Tebreiz, exactly a month afterwards. At the close o,f 
thesameyear, on his departure from Tebreiz IbrOujaun, and on his way 
to pass the winter at Baghdy,Ghazan Khaun conferred the Vizzaurut 
conjointly, w'ith the entire controul of affairs during his absence, on 
twoveryemineut literary characters, Khaiijah Reshid-ud-dein Fazzel- 
iilldli, or Fadlallah, the author of the Tarikh Ghazauny, and Jaumraia- 
ul-towaurikh, and Saud-ud-dein Shwjy ; theformereqiially distinguish- 
ed for his attainments in philosophy and physic, and by his reputation as 
a writer of oriental history, and the latter not less celebrated for liis skill 
in theology and arithmetic. ' 

Shortly afterwards, as if the heavenly bodies were jealous of this 
mark of a sovereign’s predilection for the favorites of science, there oc- 
curred a conjunction of the malignant planets Mars and Saturn,* in 

* March, 1299. t April zaud. 

tKmun-e-nehe’seiu; as thatvfJupitcr and Venus iscalled the Kcrauii-c-Saudcia— the 
fortunate conjunction. 
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Cancer, the earth’s ascendant. This was succeeded by so total a fail- A. 
urc of rain, that thewatersofthethreejrrcatrirer?, theOxuS. ^ 

aii'j t!ie Xiie, i we know not why theEujihnt.'S should hive been ex- 
cluiiftr' were dried up to a deerte efpi.:i!y alarinin;- and unprecedented. 

A dreadful famine and pestilence ensued, the latter, which attacked 
the human frame in a peculiar raunner,* being described to have swept 
away from the city of Sliirauz alone, not less than fifty thousand per- 
sons. Before he had yet recovered from the contf3mpIation of these 
grievrius atFiictions, intelligence was brought to Ghazan Khaun, tiiat 
four thousand of the troops of ilelek Nausser, Sultan of Ejypt. tlie 
brother ofSeyf-ud-dein Ivullawua sarnamsd the basilisk, had suddenly 
broke into the tejritory Of ilard.riu, and Rattss-ul-eyne, both tributary 
to the Persian monarch; and after committing the most cruel ravages, 
had succeeded in carrying off into slavery, vast numbers of the detenct- 
less women and chikirsn of his Mussulman sulijects. 

This daring insult awakened in the mind of Ghazan, a full measure 
ol indignation ; and he left Tehreiz, on the nineteenth of Suffuroftlie 
six hundred and ninety-ninth of the Hidjerah,* with ninety thousand 
horse, and .six months’ provisions, for the invasion of Syria. On his ar- 
rival at Xissfbein, he was entertained with singular and sumptuous 
hf-spitnlity by Nfidjm-ud-deiii, the trilnitary Sultan of ilardein. From 
Diaurbekir he proceeded without obstacle to Aleppo ; the reduction of 
which he however thought it convenient to postpone, until he should 
Lave secured his superiority in the field, in a conflict with the Egypti- 
an. In the neighborhood of Aleppo he reviewed his troops; and in 
passing the trout ot the Seldiizian division, Arneir Tcliobaun the com- 
niander, presented himselt to his notice, and on his knees intreated his 
acceptance ot a valuable and beautiful cliarger, then brought before him. 
The monarch was pleased to signity his acceptance ; and the example 
of Tcliobaun was iinniediutely Ibllowedby every coniinander in the 
army. A.s this chief is di stined to occupy a distinguished place in the 
history ot the descendants of Huiauku, it was of some importance to 
mark his introduction. 

On Wednesday the twenty-seventh of the latter Rcbbeia,;}: in the 
neighborhood ot Harness, or Hems, or Emesa, between Dainasciis and 

» h kttuui, t November 1 Jth, 121)3. ; Januaij’ 20tli, 1). 180ff, 
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A. H, 090. Aleppo, about ninety miles from the former, and one hundred and iif. 
A. D. 1300- tggjj fpQjjj j-ijg latter, Melek Naiisser adventured to give battle to the 
Habeib-us- Persian monarch; in which, after a conflict of some duration and ob- 
stinacy, the Egyptian was defeated with great loss : the Sultan retreat- 
ing with so much precipitation, that when he reached his cajntal of 
Cairo,. a distance however of five hundred miles, he found that not 
more than seven of his followers had been able to keep up with him. 
Ghazan Khaun remained for two days at Harness, for the purpose of 
distributing the spoils of the victory ; after which he proceeded towards 
Damascus. 

Advertised of his approach, the principal inhabitants of this latter 
city hastened, with suitable presents, to greet the Persian monarch on 
his arrival, and were received by him with extraordinary kindness and 
condescension. After he had given them every assurance of his i)ro- 
tection, the monarch, further to dispel their apprehensions and confirm 
their hopes, bestowed the civil goveniinent of Dauniscus upon Ameir 
Keptchauk ; an officer who had recently abandoned the cause of Melek 
Nausser to secure an asylum with the Per-sian. The inhabitants were 
so greatly rejoiced at a circumstance, which they appear to. have con- 
sidered so much to their advantage, that they agreed without difficulty 
to a contribution of one hundred tomanns and two comuiissioiicrs 
accordingly proceeded into, the town, ou the part of Ghazan Kliauu, 
to receive the money. 

Certain events had now occurred to produce an alteration in the 
plans ot the Persian monarch ; and he conceived his views would he 
perfectly answered, it he committed to Kutliik Shah Nuyan the siege' 
ol the citadel of .Damascus, which still held out for the Siiltan of 
Egypt. He bestowed thegovernmeut of Einesa, Terabolis, or Tripoly, 
Akkah, Sulaumiah, and Miikerrut-ul-Eyauu, comprising what was. 
denominated the middle Syria (Shaum-e-wassety) on Tkimelek ; and 
those ol Haleb, or Aleppo, Hama, Eyuelaub, Jubbul-ul-Scmauk,and 
Beirah, tothe Syrian Rahebah, called the lower Syria(Shaumi-e-se{iVly)- 
on Reigteyrnfir another of his captains. A certain Mowlai RCmiy was 
made governor of Ghaza. All which arrangements completed, Gliizan 
khaun proceeded on his return towards Diaurbekir. 

If of dioaurs, tliis would amount to 4i8,333l. Os. 8 .1 If of dirrems, to •22,91()1. 13s, 
4il. at tbe lowest coinpatation. 



m 


On the departure of his sovereign, Khtluk Shah commenced h!^ 


operations for the rodactien of the crstle cf D.i'm^cus ; of whic 


h he 


A. H. m 


was in the cf a sp!‘'r.jr acc'/.ij/li'jhnccat, by 

the as.i'iiaaees of a very skhf;i t'".ci':e';r Lad the direction ufhis 
in:.it..ry machine?, and %vho had cruaged to open a pus?i’..'’e into tiie 
« itli tiie stone? of his catapults only. The governor o‘ tiie cat- 
tle, on the other haui u'as no stranger to the sinjular skill of the engi- 
neer ; and oiTering the regard of one thousand dinaurs to any person 
who should Lring him his head, one of histaiiorvers, a man oftlesofr- 
ate courage, undertook to gratify him, or perish in the attempt. Ac- 
cordirmiy quiting thecasile in disguise, he found an opportunity, while 
tiie engi;:c-c.r >vas ahseut ahout evening prayer, to enter liis quarters 
unoof erred, and conceal liiinself. As might be apprehended, the un- 
fjrtuiiate man no sooner set foot within his door, on Ids return, luan 
the assassin rushed from his concealment, and killed him on the spat. 
Then strikingou i.isheavl. wi th that inone hand, and hisknife in theother, 


ne sallied from the house ; and with the rapidity of lightning, regainc;! 
tiie citadel, where he laid his Moody trophy before the governor. 
Tnis incident pi-oduccd in the operations of the siege, a suspension 
fatal to the Snul result ; and the traitor Keptchauk, about the same 
time, elTecting an accommodation with the Egyptians, and suffering 
iliegarriS';!! to pass outofthe citadel both day and night, without either 
interruption or discovery on his part, the Moghul troops were hourly 
EiirpiCstd and cut o5j and their horses led away in gr^at numhers, 
Without the possibility of guarding against the danger. 

Ail these circumstances taken into consideration, Kutlhk Shah con- 
ceived it at last expedient to abandon the siege ; and he shortly after- 
wards accordingly withdrew from before Damascus, taking with him 
the gi'outer part of the principal inhabitants of the town. In crossing 
trie Euphrates on this occasion, his troops in great numbers perished in 
tiie river; and it was not without considerable difficulty, fatigue, aud 
hardship, that he at last contrived to rejoin the camp of his sovereign, 
in the territory of Mossule, as nearly as we can judge, on the fifth of 
Etidjub, of the year six hundred and ninety-nine.* The Persian 
monarch appears to have experienced the most sensible mortification 

•ilarch27tlt,l3W. 
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at this miscarriage, although he exerted himself for the moment to 
suppress his feelings. He repassed the Tigris on his return towards 
Azerbaijaun, on the first of Shabaun,* and on the fifteenth of the suc- 
ceeding month of Ramzann,j- he reached Meraughah ; where he re- 
mained until Zilhudje, some time in which he proceeded to the metro- 
polis of Tebreiz.J 

Although the design of completing the subjugation of Damascus, 
and the Syrian territory is said, sleeping or waking, to have been the 
inseparable companion, of his thoughts, Ghazan Khaun doesnot-ap- 
pear to have resumed the undertaking, for the whole of the year next 
succeeding. But on the first of Mohurrim of the seven hundred and 
first of the Hidjerah,§ he set out on his second expedition across the 
Euphrates. Finding, however, on his arrival at Aleppo, that the Sul- 
tan of Egypt had signified his resolution not to take the field that 
season, he subscribed to the opinion of his Ameirs, although the rea- 
son appears not very solid, to measure back his steps ; and he had ac- 
cordingly returned to Oujaun, on the fourth of Ramzaun of the same 
year,|| without the performance ofa single action worthy ofhis renown. 
Hem an attempt was made on the part of some of his courtiers, while 
the monarch was engaged in the conviviality of an entertainment, 
to impeach the integrity of the two associated ministers, Khaujah 
Reshid-ud-dein, and Saud-ud-deiu Skwjy. The attempt recoiledhow- 
ever on its authors, some of whom suffered death for their malignity. 

It appears that on the tenth day of Rudjub of the year seven hun- 
dred and one,** although we have not been able to trace our authority 
for the fact, a new mra under the denomination of the was 

established under the directions of Shums-ud-dein Kaushy. 

In Mohurrim, of the seven hundred and second of the IIidjerah,ff 
the Persian monarch quitted Oujaun on his third expedition into Sy- 
ria. On this occasion he had, however, previously dispatched Kauzy 
Nusseir-ud-dein of Tebreiz, and Kauzy Kfitb-ud-dein of Mossfile, on 
an embassy to Mtdek Nausser, the Sfiltan of Egypt. The object of 
their mission was, in substance, to ex])lain that if the name of their 
master was exhibited on the coinage, and pronounced in the public 

, * April 22nd- + June 4th. tSeptenaber, J300, §SepteHiber 6th, 1301, 

^ May 1st, 1302. March lOtli, 1303. ft September 1302. 



prayers, and the Egyptian consented to tlie payment of a stipulated A. II. 7fH, 
tribute, his country would be redeem ?<1 from the ravages of a resist- 
less army ; if not, that his people vvouUl be visited by the same fear- 
ful train of calamities, as had been inflicted on the Khaurezmians, by 
the- invincible hosts of Jengueiz. The ambassaders on their arrival in 
the court of Melek Xausser, did not fail to acquit themselves of their 
tmst with due dilict-nce and precision ; that prince informing them, 
however, that he should transmit by some persons in his own particu- 
lar cciiudencp, the requisite reply to the demands of their sovereign. 

In the mean time the Kauzies were dismissed, loaded with presents, 
and distinguished by all the liberal proofs of attention, that could be 
expected from the most civilized and polished government. 

In his camp near Hellafa on the Euphrates, the ambassadors described 
to Giiazan Khaim the occurrences of tiieir journey ; and notion" after- 
words. the agents of Mirlek Xausser also arrived with a letter from 
their sovereign, which they delivered to the Persian monarch. The 
letter was written in characters of gold ; a mark of respect which, as 
farascan be understood from the original, in thisplace rather obscure, 
seems to have been omitted on the part of the Persian. It stated, 
however, that with regard to the coinage, the Sultan conceived it was 
a point that could be adjusted without great difficulty, by inserting 
the name of the Persian monarch on the one side, and retaining on the 
ether, after, or under the creed of their common religion, the name of 
the Siiitan of Egypt. Bat, with respect to the other demand it was 
sufficierit toob^trve, that tiie continual wars in which the Siiltau was 
engaged, nith the enemies of the faith, and in defence of the iegitimata 
possessions of the disciples of the Koran, left little to supply the arro- 
and insatiable exactions of foreisn tribute. In short, that the re- 
vesuits ofiiis country were entirely absorbed bv the exigencies of the 
state. 

When he had perused the letter, Gliizan Khann demanded of the 
embassadors of Egypt to describe the contents of a chest, carefully 
lockr'd iin and scaltd, w hich the'- had also conveyed tohis presence froui 
their master. On this head tln-y professed their entire ignorance : ai- 
legin: tlr.’t it was a secret, n hich it bad not been thought proper to 
confide t."' tlicir dW: r-. t ion. The attendants were then directed t .■ open 
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this chest, when a disclosure exhibited itself hut little calculated to 
appease the anjry passions ; a complete assortment of every implement 
at that period in use for the purposes of human destruction. The am- 
bassadors were, however, very sumptuously entertained, although they 
were immediately ordered to Hamadaun, there to reside until the 
Persian should have returned from hisexpedition. Ilethen proceeded 
to cross the Euphrates. 

Taking the route of Ghazauniab, a town which had risen under the 
auspices of his own reign, he repaired to visit the mausoleum of Ally 
at Nudjef ; after which he continued his march upwards, along the Eu- 
phrates, to Anah, which he reached on the twelfth of Iludjub.* Dis- 
patching his heavy baggage from thence to Mosshle, the Persian mon- 
arch on the twenty eighth of the same month,f displayed his stan- 
dard in sight of the fortress of PLahebah, still ascendingthe Euphrates. 
Here the two ministers, Khaujah Reshid-ud dein, andSaud-ud-dein, 
were both employed in an attempt to prevail upon Amcir Aulum-ud- 
dein the governor of the place, to submit tothcauthority of their master. 
That officer, however, after furnishing a supply of grain for the arm3% 
and shoes for their horses, eluded the invitation to surrender; on the 
plea, that being the key of Syria on that quarter, he could not then so 
shamefully betray his trust, as to deliver up such important points as 
the town and citadel of Rahebah : but as soon as the Persian monarch 
should have made himself master of the interior of the province, that 
he would not be found remiss in opening his gates to tlie conqueror. 

Ohizan, for the present, conceived it expedient to subscribe to these 
precarious stipulations ; and on the sixth of Shabaun,J without com- 
mitting the reputation of his arms by any act of hostility against the 
place, withdrew from before Rahebah, on his march towards Aleppo. 
When he had however continued for a short time with his army, in the 
territory between Rahebah and Aleppo, entirely occupied with his 
pleasures and amusements, the monarch consigned to the abilities of 
Kutlbk Shah NOyan, Ameir Tchobaun, Teynauk Bahauder, and his 
other generals, the prosecution of the Syrian war ; while he returned in 
person, by the route of Senjaur and Mossule, towards his hereditary 
dominions. In the mean time Mijlek Nausser, at the head of a formi- 
* March 1st, 1303. t March 27th. t March 25lh. 
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dable army hadhastened, wiih eqjial secrecy and dispatch, to the ^ 

borhood of Damascus ; where he attentively watched the proceeding?, 
and awaited the approach of the- Perso-moghul troops, 

Xct having discovered the slightest vestige of an enemy’s force on 
his march from the Euphrates, Kutluk Shah advanced straight to Ha- 
rness, which he immediately invested ; but while he was engaged before 
that place, hearin" tiiat Helek Nausser w.as not yet arrived at Damas- 
cus, a report manifestly circulated to deceive him, and that the inhabi- 
tants were collecting their property for the purpose of withdrawing 
into Egypt, an avidity to possess rimself of this supposed booty, and 
to glut himself with the blood of the proprietors, determined him to 
suspend the siege of Harness. An<l with these views, he hastened by 
forced inarches towards Damascus. On the second day of Ramzuun,* 
ascending arising ground on hisarrival at the channel of the Merj-e- 
saffer, and casting his eyes to the plain beyond it, he beheld a spectacle 
to excite his utmost astonishment — aninnumerable host which seemed 
to extend to every part of the horizon within his view. This proved to 
be the army of the Sultan of Egypt ; which equally unconscious of the 
approach of an enemy with himself^ was employed in pitching its tents, 
and otherwise establishing its quarters for the day. Under the first im- 
pulse of surprise and terror, Kutluk Shah conceived that notliingshort 
of instant rstreat could save him from destruction ; but from this he 
was dissuaded by the mere deliberate prudence, and presence of mind 
of Ameir Tchobaun ; who urged, on the contrary, the necessity of an 
immediate, and resolute attack upon the enemy. In conformity with 
this nobler alternative, Ameir Tchobaun, and Teynauk Babauder, with 
the bulk of the army, defiled directly towards the plain; while Kutluk, 
with two tomauns, ordivisions often thousand, took post in reserve, 
on the hill which over-looked it. 

On the other hand, Melek Nuusser had not delayed to prepare his 
troops for battle, the moment ho became apprized of his situation ; 
and a conflict of surpassing obstinacy immediately ensued, in which 
Ameir Tchobaun, and Teynauk Dahauder, with the troops under their 
orders, signalized themselves by efforts of unexampled intrepidity. 
The left wing of the Sultan of Egypt, thrown into complete confusion 
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by the impetuou.'? onset of these gallant commanders luul been com- 
pelled to give way ; but the Egyptian monarch directing a body of 
ten thousand horse to make an attack upon the left of his adversaries, 
Aydauk Togateymflr, an officer of the highest distinction among the 
troops of Ghhzan Khaun, suddenly abandoned his post, and the whole 
army immediately fell into irretrievable disorder. All the exertions 
of Tchobaun to rally them proved in vain, and they finally fled in the 
utmost dismay, and in every direction ; the Egyptians pursuing with 
all the eager ferocity of wolves after a flock of sheep. Teynauk Ba- 
hauder, and a number of the most distinguished Ameirs, perished in 
this disgraceful rout ; hut Amelr Tchobaun, after unparalleled exer- 
tions to save the fugitives, succeeded in joining the reserve under 
Kutluk Shah, on the eminence in the rear of the field of battle ; where 
they passed the night under the utmost anxiety and perturbation of 
mind. 

When the day broke, they perceived that they were completely sur- 
rounded, by a countless multitude of the troops of .Meh’k Nausser; 
whose attack they prepared however to resist, with the firmness of ve- 
teran soldiers. But, to avoid the hazard of a direct assault upon a body 
of brave and skilful soldiers, under such circumstances of despair, the 
Sfiltan of Egypt caused his army to present, towards one of their flanks, 
an opening for their retreat. Kutluk Nuyan and his associates in dan- 
ger, did not disdain the advantage; but immediately descending the 
hill, commenced their perilous march, again closely followed by the 
Egyptians. The Moghuls had not long prosecuted their retreat, when 
they found it unexpectedly interrupted by a deep morass, occasioned 
by the overflowings of the Merj-e-salfer, the river recently adverted 
to ; and here the greater part of the fugitives, equally exhausted with 
fatigue, and embarrassed by the weight of their arms, miserably perished 
in the mud and clay. The number of those who perished by the 
sword on this occasion, is not recorded; but ten tho.usand of theMo- 
ghhls, with ten thousand horses, fell alive into the hands of the Egyp- 
tians, together with arms and detensive armour in vast abundance. 
Kot yet contented with the fruits of his victory, Melek Nausser di- 
rected the governor of Damascus to continue the pursuit, without in- 
termission, to Bahebaii on the Euphrates ; so that the unfortunate 
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Moiliul-foinui i'iO tc-n:;ir."ttiontothcirir.-.'!i^tr!'. until ilnvcn A.! 
iicro.-j.^ihatjv cr; uhcn rhel'^'v.llunsatlji!;;'!!! csjseti to nio’.-.-s"h'.'iVi. 

Oil tk- iiirictecuth ot'llaiuzaiui.'* tlie aeaer.iis tvhosui’vjvi.il tiiSia- 
tai u^eoiufiture, rt-joiacd the canp of Lilutzaa Kha;!n; arai on the 
fi.;lion iu:t day, that inonurch conceived it prudent to proceed on ii;A 
return towards Ouj uin. u hicii he appears to have reached on t'.is tenth 
ofZilkaudahf. At tiuit place, he now instituted a formal investii'?.- 
tion into the coaditcr of the commanders in the recent unfortunate ex- 
pedition ; anil the result was, that Kutluk Nuyan, ant! his assotidtes 
la defeat, were each of them, in proportion to the dr,'ree ofculpa'dliry, 
coadeniutd to the discipline of the cud|ei, or perhaps the bastinado ; 
and ali were for a certain time banished the court, and the pr-'S-nce 
of their soverei5.u. Auicir Tchobaun himself, although his conspicu- 
ous gidiantry and exertions were duly acknowledged, was yet coaipel- 
teu to'^uficr three SL;':..kes of the cduh : but nirirtial justice having had 
its cou.’se, he was immediately ufterwards received totlie distingai^hnl 
favor of ids master. In ddohurrim uf the seven hundred and taird of 
tucHidjrrah, the monarch transferred his abode from Oujaun to the 
metropolis of Tebreiz; where, fora period of six wceksor two months, 
he was now permitted to rcsi;gn himself to the enjoyments ofdomesiic 


ll. V-'-' -l 

ir^T, 


repose. 

Again on the nineteenth of the former Tlebbeia4 Ghazan Khaun 
quitted Teiireiz for the last time, proposing to take up his winter quar- 
ters at Baghdad ; but on his arrival at Jowhersenii, his progress was 
suspended by the iritensenessof the cold, and by the heavy snow which 
fell in the middle of the latter Ilebbeia:§and he was compelled to re- 
linquish that design, and fix his residence for the season on the banks 
of the Hulanmuran. 

During the winter months in which he resided at this station, an ab- 
surd and unprofitable attempt to disturb the repose of his government, 
was made infavorof Shahzudali Ulafireug his first couzin, the son of 
Kc\kliautu Khaun. Another impostor of the name of Peir Yakub 
Baghestauny had, itseems, again contrived, umler the ordinary garb of 
livpocrisy, an affectation ofsnperior sanctity, to attach to his devotion 
from among the ignorant classes of society, a very considerable mass of 

* Miiv Sill, 1303. + June 24t«i, ; Octutwr 30lh. { Brsiaain^' of Deceiuber. 
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A. H. 703. proselytes ; and he undertook on the strength of his reputed sanctity, 

A. D. 1304. |.Q announce to the Shahzhdah his speedy accession tosovereigii power. 

Habeib-us- ao means might be omitted in order to secure the accomplish- 

ment of his prediction, he disdained not to employ about the court, 
one of the disciples of his imposture, to pervert and corrupt the ser- 
vants of the monarch ; and to engage them in secret, in favor of the 
claims of UlafFreng. To such as, from factious motives, he found dis- 
posed to encourage his plans, the emissary represented that a superna- 
tural being, forty cubits in stature, and five in the breath of his shoul- 
ders, and whose body was as strong and immoveable' as the mountain 
on its base, was in communication with his master ; and had disclosed 
to him, that the saints, or elect of God, had determined to raise the 
Shahzklah Ulaffreng to the sovereign authority, and would exalt his 
glory to the skies, (the Pleiades). 

The delirious fabrication being, however, at length communicated to 
the minister Saud-ud-dein, it was by him instantly made known to his 
sovereign ; and measures were adopted without delay, to secure the dis- 
affected at Tebreiz. In the space of ten days, Ulaffreng, with Peir 
Yakffb, and the other leaders of the conspiracy, were brought in safe 
custody to the camp of Ghazan ; w'ho proceeded in person to investigate 
the circumstances ofthis treasonable imposture. It required, perhaps, 
no great force of evidence to establish the guiL the conspirators. 
The wretched Yakub was cast head long from the summit of a rock, 
and dashed to pieces. His disciples suffered by the sword of the ex- 
ecutioner ; and the misguided Ulaffreng, although indulged with a res- 
pite of some days, was however ultimately condemned to share the fate 
of his accomplices. 

The discomfiture of his troops by the Egyptians had implanted in 
the breast of the Persian monarch, a sensation of pain and uneasiness 
from which he was destined never to recover. While he remained at 
Jowherserrhi, he was attacked by a serious indisposition and confined 
to his bed ; and such a variety of unfavorable and dangerous symptoms 
soon'made their appearance in his disorder, as utterly to dispel every 
hope of his restoration. The power of medicine, the invocations of 
prayer, and the distributions of charity proved equally unavailing. In 
the spring of the yeiar he attempted, however, to remove towards his 
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to his ilittr. lie was in that manner conveyed to the neijbbarhood of 
Kezvjin. There he quietly resia'iied himself to await tae stroke of 
death, which he was now sensible to be at iio great distance. lie as- 
sembled round his couch, his ministers, and the nobles of his court; 
proceeded to arrange tlie last conceros of earthly grandeur, expressly 
devising the succession to the throne, to his brother, Siiltan .Mahom- 
rned Khodulunuah ; and, on Sunday the fifteenth of Shavaul of the 
seven hundred and tliird of the Hidjerah,* this distinguishedmonarcii 
breathed his last ; continuing, observe? our author, to assert and repeat 
his unaltered belief in the inseparate unity of his creator, long after 
every other faculty had failed him; until life and recollection had entirely 
ladled awav in the coil embrace of death, His bodv wasconveveJ bv 
the Ameirs of tiie empire, to the metropolis ofTebreiz : where it was, 
with the usual soleraiiities, committed to the grave in the superb mau- 
soleum erected by himself, either in on? of the vallies adjoining to that 
favorite city, or in a quarter of the town called the Shiaub-e-Tehrm. 
It is at t’le same time observed that, of the Moghul princes, he was the 
first that .suifered the place of his sepulture to be known by the world. 

Cii’cuhited from his public inauguration, on the twenty ninth of 
Ziliiudje of the six hundred and ninety fourth of the Hidjerah, the 
reign of this inouarch comprizes a period of eight solar years, six months 
and two davs ; and. although its glorv was considerablv tarnished to- 
wards the conclusion, by the disastrous issue ofthe campaign in Syria, 
yet, independent ofthe forceof Mahommedan prejudice in favor of so 
/ciilons and ardent a proselyte, it was not unreasonable that the short- 
ness of its duration should have been the subject of sincere regret 
throughout the Persian empire. His sacred love of justice, and his 
paternal solicitude for the happiness of his people, as a king, has ren- 
dered his memory deservedly respected — venerated; and his undaunted 
courage in the field, his mildness of disposition and affability in pri- 
vate life, secured for him the love and admiration of mankind. He was 
possessed of uncommon understanding and sagacity of mind, and had 
made considerable advances in every branch of literature and thesci- 
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ences, as studied in the east. He spoke a variety of languages in great 
perfection, and was singularly wellinformed in the laws and genealogical 
history of the sovereigns and founders of the Moghul tribes ; insomuch 
that his minister, the learned and ingenious Reshid-ud-dein Fazzel- 
ullah, while composing the Jaummia Reshidy, or To wau ri kh , i s stated to 
have derived great part of his knowledge on that subject, and on the 
history of the Moghhls, from the relation of his accomplished master. 
He was a zealous Shiah, and as such did not fail to distinguish the 
Seyuds, descendants of Ally and Faufima, by many favors, by many 
conspicuous proofs of his bounty. On the very day of his accession 
he directed that a canal should be cut from the FiUphrates to the se- 
pulchre of Ally at Nudjef ; and by similar communications with the 
same beneficentriver, be brought the arid plains ofKerbela into a state 
of flourishing cultivation. 

But lest posterity might be disposed to suspect that the talents, the 
liberality, and the other virtues ofGhazan Khaun, should have been ' 
in any degree exaggerated in the above eulogium, our author lias, en- 
tered, under twenty distinct heads, into a very elaborate statement on 
the subject; in which is introduced in detail, the code of regulations 
established by this illustrious monarch, both for his own domestic 
oeconomy, and for the different department? of his government in ge- 
neral. It is, indeed, sufficiently iastructivo and original rofornia 
chapter of itself; but as these pages have been already distended far 
beyond what was jiroposed at their commencement, the .subject has 
been indispensably omitted. It may at the same time be interesting 
to remark, tliatwlieii the monarch who framed, or at least patronized 
these regulations, was snatched from the hopes of his people by the 
hand ofdealh, he liad not yetattained to the age of thirty four. Neither, 
before we dismiss the subject entirely, will it be superfluous to add 
that, exclusive of the splendid mausoleum at Tebreiz already adverted 
to, the dome of w'hicU is de.scnbe,d to have been eighteen culiits,* or 
about three and thirty feet in diameter, illuminated by eighty lamp.? 
of gold and silver, with its spacious and magnificent appendages, con- 
sisting of the cathedral mosque, a college for the instruction of youth, 

• riic mnnuscript states this to have hecn the thickness of the walls, ami that the lamps 
wore eiicli of the weight of 15 mauiins, or about fom* liuudred pounds ti'ov; il is mare 
probable that this wuis the aggre;jale f>f the whole. 



and the cult: ration of the sciences, with ohserratory, refectory and A, H. 
hospital, and sumptuous baths, thecity cfOujaan was almost entirely 
rebuilt by the bounty of this celebrated monarch ; and scarcely a part 
of the empire but exhibited some useful rnonumentof h:s riberal and 
patriotic spirit. And, lastly, it is recorded that for the lofty walls with 
which it was once surrounded, the city of Shirauz was in a great mea- 
sure indebted to the princely munificence of Ghazan Khaun. 
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CHAP., xiir. 

A. H. 109. /^ULJAITUSuLTAN,entitledSuLTANMAHOMMEDlCHODABCS- 
A. D. 1304. \J D AH, the SOU of Arghun Khaun, eighth of the Persian monarchs 
Habeib-us- of the race of Jengueiz. 

At the period of his brother’s death, Ouljaitii was absent in his go- 
vernment of Khorassaun, to which he had been some time since. ap- 
pointed by the late monarch; but when he became apprized of the event 
which had so early called him to the succession, he hastened towards 
Tebreiz; not, however, before he had secured himself against the me- 
ditated hostility of some of the Shahzadahs, and of Herkedauk Nuyaa 
oneof theprincipal Ameirs inparticular, by putting them todeath. He 
reached the metropolis of Azerbaijaun, on the fifth of Zilhudje;* where, 
at the age of three and twenty, he ascended without opposition, the. 

^ „ throne of Hfilauku ; and commenced a reign of uncommon splendor, 

OniJAiToSuL- , . . „ . , , , . . . 

TAN, Vlllth of by giving effect to every measure that could tend in any shape to pro- 

tbePerso-Jengui- mote the prosperity of IssHm, and to close against his people every 
avenue of oppression and violence, He continued the Vizzaurut to 
ResMd-ud'dein Faztel-ullah, and Saud-ud-dein Sawjy, the ministers 
of his predecessor ; and he is here recorded as the first monarch of the 
raceof Jengueiz, who publicly embraced the tenets of the Shiahs, which 
he testified by directing the names of the twelve Imaums to be struck 
on the coinage of the realm, and invoked in the performance of divine 
worship in the mosques. The funds bequeathed for the support of 
charitable endowments throughout the empire, had possibly 
by this time become of considerable magnitude, and importance ; and 
one of the first objects of the new monarch’s attention, was to place 
them under the management of talents and integrity ; and he selected 
for his purpose Guya Baha-ud-dein Yakijb, whom he strictly charged 
to beware that every bequest was honestly secured, and scrupulously 

♦Sktll of July, 1304, 
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appropriated, in exact coriionnlty to the design of the testator, 's ex- 1. H. 'ii-L 
pressed in the letter of his ^vi!i. This was, perhaps, strictly speaking, 
the office of the Suddur-ul-snddur, or grand almoner. Habuii-ui- 

In the spring of the seven hundred an i fourth of the Hidjeran^ Giii* 
jiiita, at Kunkiiraulung, laid the foniidaticns of the city ofSikaaniah ; 
and. having oinitted neither labour nor expence, to render it a beauti- 
ful and splendid residence, as well as a place of strength and security, 
he constituted k, wiien ceinpleted, the metropolis of the Persian 


monarcnv. 


But, in order to retain the narrative wuhin its regular course, it will 


be necessary to proceed with tlie progressive detail of events; and among 
the first of these, we find recorded the impeachment of Saud-ud-dein 
Mahommed Sawiv, one of the ministers, on a charge of embezzlement 
in the revenue, to an enormous amount, (.iOOTomaunSjOr five millions 
cf'iiuaurs ;] for which, on full conviction before the monarch in person, 
he was with several of his accomplices, in the month ot Shavaul of 
the present year,* put to death at Mehoul, one of the dependencies of 
Baghdad. In concurrence with the suffrages of the principal members 
of hi? court, whomOuljaitu condescended to consult on the occasion, 
his place was supplied by Tauje-ud-deia Jilaunv.-j- 
Ti;e eighth of Zilkaudah of the same year+ gave birth, according to 
the Tarikh-guzeidah, to Sultan Abu Sheid Bahauder Khaun, the fu- 


ture hope of the Persian monarchy. 

Equally desirous with his brother to effect the subjugation of Syria 
and Egypt, the thoughts of Ouljaith were early directed to prosecute 
tlif* designs in that quarter ; but, reflecting on the impolicy of leading 
his armies on any distant enterprise, while the provinces of Guilin, at 
the very threshold of his capital, continued independent of his power, 
(and, indeed, notwithstanding their proximity, had ne ver yet submitted 
to any of the successors of Hulauku) he conceived it expedient to hold 
a consultation with his nobles, on the propriety of a previous expedi- 


* Fourth of Mjv, 1395. 

't.4mong the presents offered to Ouljaiti, in lie spring ofthe year, Ite isaad to Lave re- 
ccived from Khaujab Ally Shah, at Baghdad, a tim enriched with jewels, ofthe wight of 
fourteen pounds ; in the diadem or fillet of which, is dacrihed to have been a ruby of sia> 
gukr beauty, of the weight of 24 methkals, or 31} d^s. 

1 Thirty first of May. 
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tion against that strong and almost inaccessible territory. It was how- 
ever, resolved as a preliminary, that an agent should be dispatched to 
require the ruling princes to acknowledge the authority of the Persian 
monarch. If they obeyed, nothing further ivas necessary ; if other- 
wise, it w'ould then, be advisable to proceed to coercion. 

At the period under consideration, the country appears to have been 
under the separate dominion of several independent chiefs ; among 
whom, however, a certain Ameir Demmauje, is described to have 
maintained the .greatest degree of splendor. To him therefore Oul- 
jaitii determined on dispatching the first invitation ; and he seems to 
have acquiesced without a demur. He j ramediately accompanied the 
agent employed to demand his submission, with every suitable pre- 
sent, to the camp of Ouljaitu, by whom he was received with every 
mark of attention and kindness. But, after a short residence, con- 
ceiving some suspicions at the ceremonious delays, and restraints, 
peradveuture, of a polished and ostentatious court, he, one night, sud- 
denly and privately w'ithdrew to his own country. The Sultan took 
offence at his unauthorized departure ; and having assembled his troops, 
gave orders, shortly afterwards that both provinces should be imme- 
diately attacked in three different directions; Ameir Tchobaun pro- 
ceeding against Ivesker,from the northward by the route of Ardebeil ; 
while Ameir Kutlfig Shah advanced towards I’oumen, llesht, andTou- 
man or Kouinan, by Khelkhaul, and two other commanders from the 
■south east, through Rustnmdaur, and the mountainous defiles in that 
quarter. 

About seven days snbsequentto the march of his generals, Oulj&itu 
proceeded from his capital directly towards Lahejan ; and was joined, 
without any unfavorable contingency, before he reached that place, by 
Ameir Tchobaun from Kesker. But, although apprized with honest 
zeal, on his arrival at Khelkhaul, by the governor, of the obstacles 
which he would experience in the narrow passes, and rugged roads that 
lay before him, and of the indispensable necessity of proceeding with 
the utmost vigilauce andcircumspeotion, particularly as the unpolished 
natives had not as yet been taught to respect the prowess and disci- 
pline of the imperial armies, Kfitlilg Shah suffered a sordid avidity, to 
possess himself ofthe wealth ofthe native princes, to hlindhiin towards 
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every consideration of prudence; proud, at the same time, of his onm 

conceived ^npefio: jtn n.-th, a-.idriic terenr of his u'.une, nnil 'iespisin^ ■ 
the co;:i;>:ls of experieu'.'C. he ii..TerJi;;.!y towards tlie passes 

of Gu;! .;:, wiili no other precaiitlo:; tiiaii ti;at ofsenainj a division in 
a.ivaiice, under AiUiir Fnived Keia. The troops of i)ei!iniv.:;!e had 
p.eviousiy taken post uioug’ the narrowest of the p.issc"i, in raaiiness 
to oppose or intercfiit the inarL-h of this detacli’.nent ; Imt tiiey were, 
liowevc-r, 5i^..:.;iy rei. dacd. in three repeated attacks which they -tn^Je 
upen ir. In cuusenitence of this check, AmeirDemavauje conveyed to 
Fuiau i na ‘apphentien for peace, which he transinitied to his supericr. 

I:r.pc;’ :J iy the iateinperute urdciir of a son, w'ao iir:jed to beeiti- 
ploycd ;a wlr-nce. Xiidua' Siuh declined tiie overture ; and sent t*;e 
s'one .'00 Grvr.-.rd to the support uf A.neir F ulaud. The young chief, 
»i! the piv.--.;r;irio;i of iue-xparlence, proceeded to attiiek the Ge.ilau- 
Irn^ hi the n.; i< o; thtir.];, was entirelv deteateu in theatteuint; 
r,nd tha cnnit.-; prt c.'n'.'i Gilowers loriMic-d in a inontss, in the con- 
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tustoii of a uisorderiy retivat. fne fugitives wao esfaped, commu- 
nicated to the main bodv, under Kutiutr Xuvan, the oauic hv which 
they norc themselves aSected ; and the whole immediately fled, in the 
utmost constei’iiution. The ;reneral disdained, however, toaccompany 
thor. ill theiruisgracefiiltriplit ; and maintaiuinjhisground with unsha- 
ken firniiiess, until transfixed at last by an arrow, he expired at his post. 
TlietroopsotAuieirDemKiauje after possessing themselves ofa consi- 
fk'i'ahle iA/oty. retired rvithin liieir native recesses, contented with their 


victury, without courting farther triumphs. 

The division vvliich approached the southern extremity of Guilan, 
througii llustumdaur, was met in a peaceful maoiieron reaching the 
froutiers, by Amoir Hindu Shah, who governed in that quarter; and 
nlio accompanied the imperial generals, with equal readiness and 
submission, to the camp of their sovereign. Ouljiitu, at the head of 
his troops, shortly afterwards entered the territory of Lahcjan ; the ruler 
oftiiat partof Guilan submitting also to bis authority, without resist- 
ance. \S hile he was, however, celebrating the festival of the tenth of 
Zilhudje,* in the town of that nanaeou the coast of the Caspian, intel- 
ligence unexpectedly reached him of the defeat and death of Xitihg 

* EkTeolk ul'Juiie, 2307, 
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A. H. ’J 06 . 12 . Shah ; a disaster which appears to have affected him vritli the deepest 
A. D. iao7-i2. (jistress. A body of three thousand horse under the Ameirs Sheikh 
Habeib-us- Behloul, and Aba Bukker, was immediately dispatched to avenge the 
disgrace. These were soon followed by other troops in considerable 
force, under two other able commanders. After indefatigable exertion, 
and some severe conflicts, the generals of Oulj^itfl succeeded at last, 
insubjugating with considerahle slaughter, the possessors ofthisdifficult 
country; and having pillaged Resht, Foumen,andToulem,threeofthe 
principal towns, returned victorious to rejoin their master. The whole 
of the independent chiefs of Guilan now submitted to become tribu- 
tary ; (part of the tribute consisting of a stipulated number of ass-loads 
of silk,) and Ouljaitd withdrew towards SMtauniah ; having inflicted 
the discipline of the cane upon the son of Kfltlug Shah, for bis miscon- 
duct during the expedition, and conferred the digrrities of the father 
upon AmeirTchobaun, who was thus created lieutenant general of the 
empire. 

From this period to the seven hundred and twelfth of the Hidjerah, 
the attention of Ouljhith appears to have been principally devo^ted to 
the general improvement of his dominions, in which he constructed 
several large and flourishing cities ; and among others, those of SiHtan- 
'flbad Jeijmaul in, Kflrdestaun, at the foot of mount Beisetoun, and 
Oiiljaitu-Sflltanabad in Moghaun, either on the Kurr or Araxes, are 
stated to have been indebted ibr their origin to. him. From the Tirikh 
gflzeidah we learn, that about the year seven hundred and ten,* Ham- 
dallah Mflstouffy, the author of that work, received from the imperial 
ministry, an appointment over the Tomauns, perhaps collections, of 
Razvein, Ebher, Zenjaun, and Tarmin ; from whence, peradventure, 
his appellation of Mflstouffy, which implies auditor, or inspector, of 
revenue accounts. 

In the course of the year seven hundred and twelve, the governors 
©f Damascus and Aleppo, both Ameirs of the highest distinction in the 
ieourt of Melek N'ausser, Sflltan of Egypt, terrified at the severity, and 
suspicions of the designs d their master, presented themselves to Oul-., 
jSitfijin the neighborhoodofS'ultauniah, accompanied by five hundred 
WaLiera ; and were most graciously and hospitubly received. The- 

•A.Daaio, 
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dtftctio:; of siippsrted ly the most earnest A, 

cn their pari, revived la the losoin or the Persian monarch, those piaus 
of subjugation in Syria, which la i only lain dormant tor disclosure at ^ 
a proper opportunity. For the acoomplislimeat of this favorite object, 
tire most extensive preparations were immediately set on root, throuijli 
the medium ofali the ministers and generals of the empire; and equip- 
ments upen a scale ofextraordinary magnitude were expedited through 
everv department of the monarchv. 

AmcT-c those we nud enumerated, fifteen hundred suits of mall, of 
European fabric ; two hundred and sixty chargers, gorgeously caparis- 
cried, and their saddles enriched, with jewels for the imperial equipage; 
and two thousand hve hundred camels, for the conveyance of the im- 
perial furniture and burgage. Ninety balistae, or macliines of war for 
distant annoyance ; eleven thousand arrows ofstee! ; one hundred pots, 
for discharging fire works, and sruplitba : one hundred ass-loads of ket- 
tle druar.s. and one hundred ern'oruidtreu sciudards. A corps of three 
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hundred sappers and miners, with an extensive apparntus ofali things 
necessary for the attack of fortified places, was also formed to accom- 
pany the expedition. 

Having assembled the array at Mossule, he marched from thence, 
by the ordinary route of Senjaur, on the last day ofRudjub, of the year 
already mentioned,* and, after crossing the Euphrates, heappeared on 
Friday the sixth of Rainzau!i.+ under the walls of the Syrian Rahebah; 
with the siege of which it was immediately determined to open the 
Campaign. At the period under consideration, it was esteemed a place 
of great strength and importance ; being defended by twelve spacious 
and Irftvtowers, or bastions, and by a ditch of thirty cubits deep, and 
half as many wide, the foundations of the rampart in general, con- 
structed of stone; and Buddur-ud-dein Mussa, thegovernor, bynatioii a 
Kurd, had under his command a numerous and veteran garrison, with 
ample stores of every description, whether for subsist ince or defence. 

Thus provided, Buddur-ud-dein early evinced his determination to 
make a fonnidabie and resolute resistance; and themouieni tlie armies 
of Irak and Azerbhijaun appeared in view, proceeded to put in practice 
all the methods which he could devise, to disturb m l retard theb 


* Tiiirtietli of Kove»ber, i Fourth of 
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A.H.712-13. operations. The besiegers, on tlieir part, were not less active in ad- 
A. D. 1313. vanning their works; their exertions being more immediately directed 
Habeib-us- to fill the ditch. But, when that object had been accomplished, and 
the miners had carried a gallery so far through the rampart, as to be 
within hearing of the garrison behind it ; w'hile the soldiers by laying 
in vast quantities of fascines were completing the passage of the ditch, 
the besieged became at last dismayed by the boldness and pertinacity 
of their assailants, and indicated a disposition to surrender; which, 
through the mediation of Kauzy Nudjm-ud-dein, and the address of 
Reshid -ud-dein the Vezzeir, the Sultan finally permitted them to do, 
on terms of equal advantage to either party. After the capitulation 
of Rahebah, Ouljaitu appears, however, to have declined the further 
prosecution of his design against Sj'ria ; since, on the twenty fourth of 
Ramzaun,* we find him taking measures to recross the Euphrates, on 
his return into Azerbiiijaun, which he immediately carried into effect. 
And be arrived in the ordinary series of marches, and without any par- 
ticular accident, at his capital of Sultauniah, before the conclusion of 
the year. 

li) the course of the ensuing year, Abfi Saeid, who had' not yet at- 
tained to his ninth year, was created by his father, governor of Khor- 
assaun, under the tutelage, of Ameir Sounje; being accompanied to 
his government by a numerous and splendid retinue, consisting ofthe 
sons of most of the principal nobility of the empire. The young 
prince, on his arrival in his province, experienced from all classes of 
the inhabitants, as well as from some of the border chiefs, every proof 
of satisfaction, that could be tendered by a people overjoyed at the pros- 
pect of a mild and benevolent administration. 

Under these circumstances, and in consequence ef some serious mis- 
understanding which had arisen between theTchegliataian princes, Ke- 
peik Khaun, and Shalizadah Beyssour, the latter conceived it expedi- 
ent to secure a retreat across the Amilyab, in some favorite recess of 
the province of Khorassaun. For that purpose, be dispatched a con- 
fidential agent to communicate his situation to Quljtutfi, and to. solicit 
a retreat under his protection. The agent was. favorably received, ami 
an answer through him transmitted, that the .Shahzadah was authoc- 
*Tweul j sccojul of January. 
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2ed to take up liis abode in any part of Khorassaun that might be mo^t 
agreeable to himself; on which. Bevssour.orTensourashe is occasi- 
onally denominated, soon afterwards hastened across the Osus, and 
fixed his residence on the plain of Kawus, in the neighborhood of 
Baudgheiss. 

The remaining part of the reign of Khodabundaa does not appear 
to have furnished any event sufficiently remarkable for the record of 
history, since the author now passes, at once, to the period of his death, 
in the sevenhundred andsixteenth of the Hidjerah. Towards the close 
of theyear.abouta fortnightafter his return to Sultauniahfrom ahunting 
party, he became indisposed ; and his disorder assuming a very serious 
appearance, all the powers of medicine were called into exertion by 
his physicians, ro give him relief; and they were at first successful. 
But, unfortunately, conceiving that his complaint was entirely remov- 
ed, the Sultan ventured to make use of his baths, and imprudently 
indulged in some species of diet unsuitable to his state of health. The 
result wasa dangerous relapse; from which, neither the skill of his phy- 
sicians, nor the aid of medicine, any longer availed to recover him. 
Relinquishing then every hope of the recovery of their sovereign, the 
principal Ameirs of the court now dispatched intaKhorassaun; to an- 
nounce to Abu Saeid, the circumstances of his father^s danger, and 
to urge the necessity of his immediate presence at Sultauniah, in order 
to secure the tiirone of his ancestors, while his royal parent was yet 
alive. Before that object could, however, be attained, the dying mon- 
arch breathed his last, on the evening of the first of Shavaul,* being 
that of the festival at the conclusion of the first of Ramzaun, in the 
thirty sixth yearofhisage, and aftera prosperous reign of twelve years, 
five months, and ten days. He wms committed to the grave, with the 
usual solemnities, in the mausoleum erected by himself adjoining to 
the principal most^iie of Sultauniah, opposite, or near to the gate of 
Alburz, 

This monarch lias been also greatly eulogized for his extensive pa- 
tronage of letters and literary men ; since, exclusive of other liberal 
establishments for the advancement of knowledge, and the cultivation- 
of the sciences, supported by his bounty in diifereht parts of the empire* 

* December ICtb, 13l(J. 
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A. H. 'ifi-17. one linndrcd individual 'distinguished for their genius and talents, 
A. D. isic-n. t(3 have been maintained in constant attendance aboui his 

Habeib-us- person, whether in peaceful quarters, or in the field. If, indeed, any 
credit be due to the testimony of his cotemporary, the author of the 
Tarikh guzeidah, Ouljaitu, from the unclouded prosperity and benevo- 
lenceof his reign, is to be classed in the most distinguished rank among 
the princes of of the race of Jengueiz. The splendor of that family in 
Iran, is, iudeed,considerecl under himtohaveattained its zenith ; and, in 
short, he is represented to have been a just, prudent, magnanimous, 
and accomplished prince, equally respected abroad, from the terror of 
his arms, and beloved by his people for the paternal mildness of his 
government. 

The building of Sultauniah by this monarch has been already ad* 
verted to. It is here described to have formed an exact square of five 
hundred cubits, with a gate in each face, and defended in the whole,, 
by sixteen towers. The ramparts were constructed of hewn stone, 
and they were of such a width as to admit of four horsemen riding 
abreastwitlioutinconvenience. This must, doubtless, refer tothe castle; 
for the city of Sultauniah must have greatly surpassed the narrow li- 
mits of a square of three hundred yards. Within that square was 
however included the mausoleum erected for his grave, of which the 
dome is described to have been sixty cubits in diameter, and one hun- 
dred and twenty, or just double, in height; together with the principal 
mosque, an edifice of very finished workmanship, also erected by him, 
with its several appendages, consisting of refectory, halls for reading, 
and college? with an establishment of sixteen lecturers or professors, 
,and accommodation and maintenance for two hundred students. 

Among the writers, who flourished under the reign of Ouljaitu, we 
shall only mention Abu Suliinan Fakher-ud-dein Dioud, of Binauket, 
or Finauket, on the banks ofthe Seyhfin, the author of the Rouzut-ul- 
lubaub — the paradise of the understanding ; better known to the ori- 
entals by the title of the Tarikh Binaukety, or chronicle of the histo- 
rian of Binauket.* 

^ For this discrimination of the fact, the writer of these pages is more particularly indebt- 
ed to the information of his learned acquaiii taupe Sir William Ouseley; from whose inge- 
nious researches, the lovers of oriental literature may yet hope to derive much additional 
gratification, of the highest order, on his return from the mission to Persia, , 



^i3 

Sultan Alli-ud-dein Abu Sieid Bahaiider Kl auii. the son ofOul- A. H. 717. 
jaltu, ninth of the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. .A. P. 1317. 

When accounts reached him, about the conclusion of the year seven 
hundred and sixteen, of the demise of his father, the young Sultan, 
at this period in the twelfth year of his aie, was in Mazanderaun. 

From thence, after deferring his journey lonj enough to he joined by 
AmeirSounje, his Atabek, or governor, from Ivhorassaun, he now has- 
tened towards Irak ; and, on his arrival in the iieigborhood, was con- 
ducted into Sultauniah, by Ameir Tchobaun, at the head of the nobility, 
and principal inhabitants of that metropolis. After the customary 
period had been devoted to discharge the duties of filial affection, and 
respect for the memory of his father, a general assembly was convened SAEro.IXthof 
on the plain of Sultauniah ; in the presence of which, on the first of 
SuffuTofthesixbundredandseventeenthoftheHidjerab,*AmeirTeho- 
baun supporting him on the right hand, and Ameir Sounje on the left, 
he was, with universal applause publicly seated on the throne (rf Hu- 
laukti. 

Being yet in his minority, the Sultan appears to have deputed the 
supreme authority of the state to Ameir Tchobaun ; continuing, howe- 
ver, the office ofVezztir toKhaujali Reshid-ud-dein, and Kliaujah Ally 
Shah in conjunction, as fonnerly. The government of Diaurbekir was 
at the same time conferred on AmeirTerenjein, and* that of lloum, or 
that part of Anatolia annexed to the persian empire, on Teymur Taush, 
the son of the regent Tchobaun. 

The intellectual powers, and singular prudence of the Vezzeir, Res- 
hid-ud-dein Fazzel-ullah, have already in some degree claimed the at- 
tention of the reader; more particularly, as the author 6f a much res- 
pected oriental chronicle, entitled the Jaummia-ur-towaurikh Reshldy. 

He had conducted his ministry with distinguished reputation, through 
the latter part of the reign of Ghazan Khaun, and the whole of that of 
Kliodabundah, or Oiiljaitn, in whose Ihvor he held a more coiispituouS 
share than iu that, even, of his royal brother. And, he appears to have 
rendered liimself equally worthy of his high destiny, by the uniform 
justice of liis demeanor towanJs all classes of society, and by his boun- 
tiful eacouvugement oflearningihd science, ia allits votaries : of which’ 
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be left numerous and extensive proofs in different parts of AxerbSki- 
jaun and Irak. 

Khaujah All}': Shah the Jilaunian, his associate in the ministry,. had 
it seems, towards the conclusion of the reign of Ouljaitii, arrogated to 
himself rather more importance in his station, than his collegue was 
disposed to submit to ; and of this the latter embraced an opportunity, 
of complaining to his master. He requested at the same time, that if, 
as he conceived himself warranted in the expectation, he was to be 
considered the superior in his office, Ally Shah might also be made to 
obey him in every other circumstance ; on the contrary, if he was him- 
self to be considered in any respect subordinate in the Vizzaurut to 
his collegue, he must intreat to be employed in some other department 
of the state. Nevertheless, if Ally Shah could be brought to accede 
to either of the following propositions, he would, for his own part, still 
continue to act in conjunction with him. First, that AllySliah should 
undertake the entire present management of the department of fin- , 
ance, while Khaujah Reshid-ud-cleiu should be alone responsible 
for the accounts of preceding years. Secondly, that all affairs con- 
nected with the office of Vezzeir should be vested in the discretion of 
Khaujah Resbid alone, so as to be exclusively accountable to the so- 
vereign. Or thirdly, that the whole of the provinces of the empire 
should be arranged under two equal and separate departments; one 
consigned to each Vezzeir independently, and eachofthese restrained 
respectively from interfering with the department of the other. To 
all these, Ouljhitfi appears to have objected, alleging that both his min- 
isters, however in different respects, were equally worthy of his con- 
fidence; the one from his wisdom matured by the experience of age, 
and the other with unrivalled talents, in the prime and vigour of life. ■ 
He therefore signified his pleasure that they should continue to offici- 
ate in conjunction; the elderexhibiting a reasonable indulgence to the 
limited experience of his collegue, and the younger yielding due de- 
ference to the.maturer age of his senior. 

Compelled to acquiesce in t fie decision of their sovereign, thus ex-, 
plained to them, the two Vezzeirs proceeded as formerly to transact < 
the ciyil affairs of the government, in conjunction. But, on the acces- 
«jon of AbiliS^eidjtheanimositiesof the rival statesmen again broke out; 
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cojumencin^r, lio’-.Tcver, cn tha part of tha ya’ansaf, In an nnsuacaiE. a, 
fal Htteropt to in’.peaca the of uis cjlieguCj on acliargs ot 

embczzknunt, or corrupt appropriulion cflhei'evenue. Ontheotlier Ri- 
band, with the propensity, u? our antlicr seems disposed to think, na- 


tural to men of that class, some olScers of revenue proposed to Khaujak 
Resiiid, to insinuate theaiscives into the confidence of Ally Shah, is 
order to discover some grounds to establish against him a charge, si- 
milar to that which be had attempted to bring forward against his rival. 
With this proposal. Khaujah Resliid, whose temper was equally mild 
and easv in the extreme, refused to concur ; offerinsr at the same time 
if it proceeded from any injury on the part of his collegue, to use his 
influence with him to redress them. Disappointed in their views on 
Reshid, these men are said to have applieJ themselves ne.xt to the 
other Vezzeir ; in whom they found an instrument better ftamed tor 
their purpose, and with whom tliev immediatelv united in collectin? 
proofs of guilt, against iiis innocent and unsuspecting associate. Cor- 
rupted at the same time by the gold of Ally Shah, the personal min- 
isters of Abu Sheid succeeded in influencing their master to the pre- 
judice of Khaujah Reshid ; and the young monarch, towards the close 
of the month of Rudjub,* was at last prevailed upon to remove this 
able and virtuous statesman from all his employments; notwithstand- 
ing the express opinion to the contrary of his Atabek, AmeirSourije. 
The latter then labouring under severe indisposition, and dying on the 
twentieth of Zilkaudah of the seven hundred and seventeenth of the 
Hidjerah,t at Mahoul, where he was with his imperial pupil, on the 
rvay to pass the winter at Baghdad, was by these circumstances, per- 
aclventiire, prevented from exerting that influence, which might other- 
wise have been sufficient to protect the unfortunate Vezzeir from the 
malignant designs of his enemies. At the opening of the spring, Abii 
SAeid returned to Sultauniah. 

In the mean time, Khaujah Reshid had retired on his dismission to 
reside atTebreiz ; and Ameir Tchobaun having remained, during the 
absence of the Sfiltan, on the frontiers of Azerbaijaun, engaged in the 
amusements of the chase, ventured to request an interview with the 
discarded minister ; to whom he declared without reserve, that he con- 
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A. H. 7ia. ceived his presence in the councils of his sovereign tobeas rndispen- 
D- 1318- sabIeastheverysalttotheirmea!s;andheaccor(]iuglyproceededbyevery 
Habeib-us- argument he could devise, to urge the necessity of his immediate re- 
turn to court, to resume his employments. Khaujah Reshid, for some 
time, continued to resist his importunities, on the plea of advanced 
age, and declining life ; of the treatment which he had experienced, 
as singularly unmerited, as his fortune had been unprecedented. 
That he had, however, thirteen sons, by their talents and experience, 
abundantly qualified to supply his place ; and he trusted that while on 
his part, he devoted the remains of life to secure a pardon for the errors 
of humanity, the agents of his master’s authority would draw the pen 
of oblivion through the record of his offendings ; would dispense with 
the further services of one now bent to the earth under the weight of 
years, and infirmity ; and that they would finally forget that there was 
any longer such a man in existence. Nevertheless, Ameir Tchobaun 
becoming still more importunate in his solicitations, and the habitual 
love of power possibly adding its influence, Reshid at last reluctantly 
yielded to his wishes. 

But, when intelligence of what was in agitation was conveyed to. Ally 
Shah, and the party who had conspired to the ruin of the aged Vezzeir, 
they became to a very cofisiderable degree alarmed ; and they hastene<l 
without delay to adopt those measures that appeared best calculated 
to avert the clanger. The most effectual was by a very considerable 
sum of money to prevail upon Abu Bukker Aga, the oracle of Ameir 
Tchobaiin’s opinions, to prejudice the mind of his pupil against Khau- 
' jah Reshid; and Ameir Tchobaun, although in other resi>ects. irre- 
proachable, being a man of great simplicity and flexibility of mind, 
easily wrought upon, by such as had any interest in practicing on his 
credulity, little difficulty was experienced to persuade him, that Ibrau- 
him, one of the sons of theYezzeir, who was the Sherbet-daur, or chief 
butler of the lateOuljiitfl, had been induced at the suggestion of his 
father, to poison his master ; and that this was the true cause of the 
premature death of that respectable monarch. The atrocious charge 
was immediately communicated to Abu Saeid, by Ameir Tchobaun ; 
and the accusation being coufirmedby the .testimony of several of the' 

Ameirs ofthe court, who had been suborned for that purpose, the learned 

/ 
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amlnpn2litnnini>terxra?cnnJe.r.n?;l«'5t!i3nt!»iterrir.t!Yi?tocijt>. Hr/'- H. Tl*'. 
ii;,2 fir-st struck C'ff, hei’dv liis eyes, tic Ijeaijoi hisson ibnij.;;:.!. ti;^ 
rxfoutioncraclilrfssc'diiintseii'totiic further (lischc:r;'ept liisoilicv.uTton 
t'ue unhappy father ; uho/lesire-J when he shouiil hrive iiiflictei 
the stroke of death, to infonn Aliy Shah c:i the part of ids snderin; 
collefftic, thathaviuT sju,'iit the life, and brou/at about tiia couiieinii- 
alion of an iunocent man, the unerring hand of jastice, ovould most 
assuredly, at some period orother, avenge the injury ; and that it there 


existed any sliadeofdiifereiice uettveen iiisotvn destiny, and that tviiicH 
tvas reserved for his persecutor, it would appear in this circumstance 
alone; that while the tomb of him who now suffered innocently, would 
continue a memorial to distant ages, that of the other would not be 
suffered to stand for mnnv tiavs, before it would be demolished bv the 
just rageof an indignant people. It will however be seen in the sequel, 
that this prediction was not justifierf by the event. The executioner 
then clove his victim in twain, without giving himself much concern 
as to the subject of liis guilt or inuoccnce ; the Rebbia-resheidy a 
neighboring town dependent on, and possibly erected by the sufferer, 
V'as given up to pillage ; and the entire property of the family seized 
as a forfeiture to the imperial treasury. The death of lieshid-ud-dein 
took place on the seventeenth of the former Jummaudy of the seven 
hundred and eighteenth of the Ilidjorah ;* the exact year being ex- 
pressed by tim letters, numci ically taken, of the Arabic sentence, Tau- 
ha-serreha — may he rest in peace. 

The manner in which, towards the close of the reign of Ouljaitu, 
the Tcheghatayan Shahzadali Beyssour was permitted to chuse an 
asylum at liaudgheiss, has already claimed our attention. Unhappily, 
on iuteiligence of the death of that monarch, the ambition of appropri- 
ating to himseif the noble province of Khora.ssa«n, immediately fas- 
tened on the mind of tlm fugitive ; and he secretlv communicated with 
Ameir Bektub, the associate of his exile, the design to which the mi- 
nority of Abu Saeid had possibly given birth; representing at the same 
time the expediency in the first instance, of some plan to cut off Ameir 
A'cssawul, the imperial lieutenant, as the principal bar to its accom- 
plishment. This was greatly fecilftated by the arbitrary and oppressive 
measures with which, on various pretexts for raisii^ money, Yes- 
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A. H. 718. sawul persecuted the inhabitants of his government ; among others 
A. D. 1818, of providing for the entertainment, on different occasions, of 

Habeib-us- Tcheghatayan Shahzadah himself, which finally brought upon this 
tyrannical proconsular the universal execration of the people. And 
hence, the two chiefs who were conspiring to ruin him, miight ob- 
scurely intimate that as the care of entertaining them might at no dis- 
tant period be transferred to other hands, it behoved them whife the 
means were in their power, at least to make sure of Yessawul. 

For this an opportunity was not long wanting. Ameir Yessawul 
with the produce of his arbitrary exactions, consisting of a variety of 
gold and silver furniture, of horses of the choicest Arabian breed, and 
slaves of the greatest beauty, with two thousand sheep, three hundred 
asses, or perhapsmules with articles forthe table, and sundry dried skins,, 
of wine, (boracbios) had set out for theresideiice of the Tcheghatayan' ; 
but coming first to the station selected for the abode of his followers, 
by Ameir Bektfib, he there halted to refresh and regale himself. While 
thus employed without suspicion of evil, he was however surprised by 
the report of one of his attendants, that the retainers of Ameir Bekthb 
had made prisoners of a part of his people, and were too evidently ap- 
proaching to offer violence to himself. Yessawul- instantly mounting 
his horse, made the best of his- way towards Irak ; and he had not pro- 
ceeded to the distance of halfa League, before ShahzdtlahBeyssour en- 
tered his camp, and plundered it of all its contents., Yessawul found 
his retreat cut off in the neighborhood of Jaum, by a detachment of 
fifty horse, under Muhaurek Shah Oujauny,,a chief who had borne 
him agrudge oflong duration. Here he was compelled to corobatfor' 
existence, and haYiug.wi,th him no more than thirty horse against fifty,, 
he was soon killed. 

Assoon as they became known at Sfiltaiiniah, Ameir E’yss Kutlfigh 
was dispatchediby Abu Skeidto compose the disorders in Khorassaun;, 
hut, when- that chieftain reached the borders of the province-, he was 
met by Ameir Bekthb'with. a message from Shahz'Jida-h. Beyssour, aiw 
nouncing that having without the slightest provocation, formed a- de- 
sign against the life of the- S-hahaadah, Yessawul. had been unavoidably 
destroyed, in his attempt to carry it into execution. Contrary to alt 
lei^onable expectation,, Ku-tlugh proceeded to treat the agent of the 



m 


usurper with distinguished kindness, and finallydismlssedhimwlth the A, H. 718 , 
declaration, that the Ameirs of Khorassaun were henceforward bound A- P- 
toyield obedience totheauthority ofShahzadabBeyssour; from whom 
a paper was shortly afterwards received, in which he professed to ac- 
knowledge the supremacy of AbuSkeid, and with which, in thesimpli- 
city natural to the Moghhis, Kfltlugh returned satisfied to Sultauniah. 

He died some time after this, on bis way to Khrabaugh, whither he 
was proceeding by order of his sovereign. 

The successful termination of his conference with Eyss Kutlugh 
completely established Ameir Bektub in the favor of ShahzSidah Beys- 
sour, who furnished him with the last proof of his confidence, by plac- 
ing him, with one thousand of bis bravest followers well equipped and 
armed, in charge of Baudgheiss ; the Shahzadah withdrawing in his 
own person into Gurrumseyr, w'hither he had already dispatched his 
family, in order to provide against the contingencies of adverse fortune, 
irhen he had reached his destination, and had enjoyed a short in- 
terval of repose, he there finally determined on hostilities against the 
authority of Abfl Shield; and with that determination he now entered 
SeiestauD, the lieutenant of which, Nausser-ud-dein, be had by letter 
previously invited to submit to his power. Terrified at his approach, 
Nausser-ud-dein at first prepared to transmit to him a moiety of the 
revenue of his province, by way of Peishkesh, in acknowledgement of 
submission ; but discovering, in the interim, that Teymflr, the chief 
of the N ikoudrians, had resolved to oppose the pretensions of the Tche- 
ghatayan, and that Gbeyauth-ud-dein prince of Herat, had also dis- 
dained to listen to any proposals from him, the governor of Seiestaun» 
on further reflection, proceeded to put the agents of tbeShahzyah to 
death, and at the same time conveyed to him a message of defiance. In 
consequence of this, Beyssour proceeded on his part to over-run and 
plunder the frontiers of the province, putting great numbers ofthe in- 
habitants to the sword without mercy. Turning then upon theNi- 
koudrians, be defeated and killed their chief, the Teymiir just menti- 
oned ; after which his attention became exclusively directed towards 
the accomplishment of his more important enterprize, the subjugation 
of Khorassaun. 
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Tery punctually informed of the design, the prince of Ilerht dis. 
patched to apprize some of the Ameirs of Abh Saeid’s troops, then 
stationed at Raudegan, of what was in agitation. To this however 
they paid no attention ; ascribing the message to a disposition on the 
part of the T&zeik, or Persian, as they chose to denominateGheyautli. 
ud-dein in contempt, to produce among them an alarm, of which they 
disdained to be thought capable. They could not be persuaded that 
the Tcheghatayan would ever presume to oppose the power of their 
master ; neither did they conceive it probable, were he ever so well dis- 
posed to make the attempt, that he would with the force which he 
could command, dare to set his face -towards Khorassaun, with any 
hostile design. Having nevertheless, assembled the whole of his fol- 
lowers, and confiding the place which he had chosen for the residence 
ofhisfamily,tothe protection of his son Jouky, or Tchougui, Beyssour 
proceeded, in the middle of the latter Jummaudy of the seven hundred 
and eighteenth of thellidjerah,* on his way into Khorassaun. On his 
arrival at Tcheslit, hewasjoinedhy AmeirBektub, and theother chiefs, 
whom he had left at Baudgheiss, and he now resolved to push without 
delay for Mazanderaun ; but not before he had made one other attempt 
topersuadeMelekGheyauth ud-dein ofHerat, to submit to his authoriy; 
which was finally repelled with disdain. 

Thus totally disappointed in his views on Herat, Beyssour, in the 
month ofRudj ub,t hastened with his u tmost expedition towards Raude- 
gan ; where he completely succeeded in surprising the generals of Abii 
Sfieid, in their dream of security, and in making himself master of all 
their equipments, together with a vast multitude of sheep, and cattle 
of every description. Ameir Bektub then advanced on the one hand 
toDamaghaun, while the Shahzfidah proceeded, without sufiPering his 
attention to be diverted to any other object, until he found himself in 
the heart of Mazanderaun. He there committed deplorable devasta- 
tion, making captives of nearly ten thousand of the Seyuds, and most 
distinguished inhabitants of the province. 

His career was, however, now drawing to its conclusion. When he 
had continued his violent proceedings in Mazanderaunforsome months, 
it was at last announced to him, that the troops of Abfi Skid were 
• August, 1318. t September. 
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fidvaflcin.ij in great force to expel him, under Ameir Husseyae Cure* A. H. Tis-is. 
kan, sometimes denominated Ameir Husseyne Buzfii^, the son of A. P< isia- u. 
Aukbouka Jellaeir. Beyssour immediately withdrew from the pro- Habeib-us- 
vince, although it was in the middle of winter,* making the best of 
his way to Neyshapur. Into that city he sent a thousand ofhis sol- 
diers, in order to raise a heavy contribution on the inhabitants ; but 
when these agents of violence had exhausted every expedient of com- 
pulsion to extort their property from the citizens, and before they bad 
yet been able to secure the fruits of their iniquitous proceedings, the- 
report which they received, that Ameir Husseyne was suddenly ap- 
proaching in eager pursuit, compelled them, not only to abandon their 
prey, but their very helmets andturhans,and toshift for themselves by 
a precipitate flight. Beyssour next appeared in tiie neighborhood of 
Miish-hed, and the mausoleum of Aliy Ruzza ; and there receiving iu- 
lelligence that Giievauth-ud-dein Guerret, the prince of Herat, had 
taken advantage of his absence, to employ a detachment of Ghourians 
in the plunder of Baudgheiss, by which Ameir Bektub and his follow- 
ers were stripped of the whole of their property, the circumstance af- 
fected him with equal rage and distraction of mind. Hence, when 
Seyud Buddur*ud-dein, the chief, with the other Seyuds, residents of 
ilush-hed attended to visit him, with such presents as on the spur of 
the occasion they had been able to provide, the Tcheghatayan, after 
compelling them to stand in his presence, for the whole of the interval 
between the hours of meridian and afternoou prayer, sullenly refused 
to reply to their salutation, or to notice them in any shape. The gentle 
Shahzkdah, as he is here called in irony, then sternly told them that 
his soldiers must be supplied with provisions and Swage, and his kitch- 
ens with good mutton for the table. Buddur-ud-dein assured him 
the t his wishes would be cheerfully complied with ; and requested that 
some of his followers might be permitted to accompany them into the 
town, in order to collect all that was required for the supply of both 
himself and his army. A detacliment of three hundred men proceeded 
accordingly, in company with the Seyuds, to take chai^eof this supply, 
which wasdetermined at five hundred sheep, three hundred ass-loads of 
flowet, and five hundred of barley ; together with such Other articles as 
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tile troops might be more immediately in want of. Bucldur-ud-deia 
conducted the detachment into the city, and having lodged them se- 
curely enough in a particular quarter, that very night caused the 
whole of them to be put to death, together with many others of the 
Beyssourians who had, for a variety of purposes, at the same time en- 
tered the place. With the horses and arms of those whom he had thus 
destroyed, Buddur-ud-dein then made up a very suitable present, with 
which, on his arrival in the neighborhood, he hastened to an interview 
with Ameir Ilhsseyne Ghrekan ; by whom he was received with dis- 
tinguished kindness. 

0 n theother hand, passing to the neighborhood of Jaum, Beyssour sent 
todemand the attendanceofShahaub-ud-deinlssnikeil,whopfesided in 
that town, in order to extort a supply of some kind or other for his 
followers, and received a very peremptory refusal ; the chief taking 
post in a Koushek, Kiosk, or country house in the vicinity, and re- 
pelling with his arrows the approach of those who came to repeat 
the messages of the Tcheghatayan. In the mean time, the exhausted 
state of his cattle had compelled Ameir Hdsseyne to suspend his pur- 
suit for some days, in the luxuriant pasturage afforded among the mea- 
dowsofRaudegan j adeIay,ofwhich BeyssourandBektdb availed them- 
selves to ravage the territory of Herkt ; which city they at last pro- 
ceeded to invest in form, expecting that they should yet succeed in 
terrifyingGheyauth-ud-dein Guerret,intoarestoration of the property 
plundered at Baudgheiss. Every device to oKtain that object, whe- 
ther by negociation or hostility, proving however fruitless ; and the 
reports of Ameir Hisseyne’s approach becoming every hour more 
■frequent and alarming, the Shahzadah saw no other alternative than 
that of retiring once more into Gnrrumseyr, probably the country so 
called between Ivermaun and the sea coast. Ameir Hiisseyne ap- 
peared before Herkt, towards the close of the year seven hundred and 
nineteen, and having by every mark of favor and regard, evinced his 
approbation of the conduct of Gheyauth-ud-dein, proceeded without 
delay, in conjunction with that chief, in pursuit of the Beyssourians : 
of whom having cut off a considerable number, he retnraed for the 
pr^nt, without prosecuting his advantage, to Heiit. 
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In the course 01 the tUloiving ’.ear, KepelkMlj-niii the'sonoi Do^vi A. ll. ?ot. 
Kliaun. monarch of Transox iana, having received iiiteliigence of the ^ *■ 

ungrateful contest in u'hicii Bvvssour was engaged with his benefac- Ha^io iiv 
tors, determined to gratify the impulse of domestic revenje by imn:e- 
diately co-operating to bis destruction. For this purpose hedispatch- 
ed the Shahzadahs Eiitcbigadai, Rustum, and Monguiy Khanjah, at 
the head often thousand horse, across theAmiiyah; with instructions 
not to return until thev had effectually terminated the career of Bevs- 

h k * 

sour, and his associate exile Ameir Cektub. He employed, at the 
same time, an agent w ith Ameir Husseyne, to urge the expediency, on 
his part, of sending a proportion ofthearmyofKliorassauii, to support 
theTchegbatayan troops in the extermination of the rebels. A body 
of twenty thousandmen wasaccordingly equippedby Ameir II isseyne, 
and directed to follow in the steps of the Tcheghatayans. But, when 
this force had proceeded to the station of Kherseng, they learnt that 
Shabz^ah Beyssour had already fdlen into the hands of his pursuers. 

On arriving within about ten, or perhaps, two forsangs of the resi- 
dence of Beyssour, it appears that some emissaries were sent by those 
in pursuit of him, to tamper with the fidelity of bis principal officers ; 
who finally succeeded, by very liberal promises, in enpging them to 
abandon their chief in the hour of battle, and to join his adversaries. 
TheSbhhzadah on his part, as soon as be discovered that the Tchegh- 
atayan troops were in his neighborhood, with an unsuspecting con- 
fidence in the attachment of his followers, resolutely prepared to combat 
them sword in hand. But, his officers suddenly quitting him the mo- 
ment they had been arranged in their posts for the battle, and going 
over to the enemy, the Tchegbatayan chie& immediately rushed on- 
wards to assail the Sbabz^dah. Coming however first upon Ameir 
Bektub, and striking off his head, Beyssour bad an opportunity of per- 
ceiving his danger, and immediately betook himself to Sight. Eiltchi- 
gadli, with one thousand horse, was dispatched in pursuit of him, 
attacked, and killed him. The Tchegatayans then seized his children 
and women, and returned with a very considerable booty to the east- 
ward of the Oxus ; and the disturbances thus for the present appeased, 
the people of Khorassaun were permitted to enjoy a short interval 
comparative repose. 



654 


A. H. 720. 
A. D. 1320. 

Habeib-us- 

seyr. 


At tli€ period when he detached Ameir Hfisseyne to oppose and 
quell the usurpation of Shahzhdah Beyssour, Ab6 Skid, to whom it 
becomes now necessary to return, was residing at Karabaugh, in the 
peninsula of the Kurr and Araxes ; and not long after the departure of 
that chief, he proceeded in person in the same direction, to support 
him in case of need, in his operations for the re-establishment of his 
authority in Khorassaun. He bad, however, prosecuted his march noi 
further than Beylekan, when he was compelled to suspend this object, 
by intelligence which reached him that the Khaun of the Ouzbeks, 
or of the Keptchauk Tartars, though this is the first instance in which 
we, find them so designated, had issued from the plains on the Volga, 
and entered Georgia ; where he had defeated and cut to pieces, the of- 
ficers charged with the defence of that quarter. The fugitives who 
had escaped, overtook the Sflltan at this crisis ; and lie conceived ifr 
expedient to return without delay, with the troops about his person, 
whichdid not exceed two thousand horse, to make head against tlie in- 
vader ; and disposingofthese, on the right bank of the Kflrr,in a strait, and 
perhaps extended line, from point to point, in order to conceal {the dis- 
parity of numbers from the enemy, he encamped to watch their mo- 
tions. The Ouzbeks on the opposite side of theriver, employed them- 
selves, in the mean time, in overrunning every district oftlie adjoining 
territory, and in driving ofFthe in habitants into captivity. But Ameir 
Tchobaun arriving shortly afterwards, also from Beylekan, with a re- 
inforcement of two tomaunstojoin his master, they conceived it pru- 
dent to withdraw ? while Tchobaun immediately crossed the Karr,and 
pursued them with great slaughter, as far as it was thought convenient- 
After which he returned,.with a considerable number of prisoners, to- 
rejoin the camp of his sovereign; who conceived it bo more than just 
to acknowledge the important service perform'Cd on this occasion, by 
loading his general with.additional honors and'sewards. , ; 

Amek Tchobaun prooeediag,,ho.wever, to demand that certain of 
the chiefs, whom Jje had rescued fBora captivity during his; successful, 
pursuit of the Ouzbeks, should be brought to an account for their con- 
duot in Georgia, on the reeentirruption.; and the sonof Alynauk with 
8ftpij^,(jfhii!?,AssociateN.6yanis, havi,ng th.e disciplline of theelubi’ 

while others were degraded from rank for their behaviour, the circum-i 
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stance became the source of tiiemo'it dangerous discontent against ihat A. H. 720 . 
distinguished commander; and it was determined to seize the earliest 
opportunity of revenge. Hiwsii* us- 

Abu Saeid, not long afterwards, returned toSultauniah ; while Tcho- 
baun marched again into Georgia, directing his course towards a 
station here called Koukteheh Tengueiz, and leavingpart of his equip, 
ments, possibly his family, in charge of his son Hussun. His enemies 
conceiving this to be the opportunity for which they had been for some 
time on the watch, hastened, like wolves in quest of theirprey, in search 
of Tchobaun. The latter was timely apprized of the design ; but un- 
able to give entire credit to his information, he employed two of his 
followers to ascertain the truth ; and these two persons falling into the 
hands of the malcontents, were immediately put to death. In the 
mean time, to prepare for the worst, Tchobaun secretly abandoned 
the cantonments, in whicli he had been previously stationed, and re- 
moved to join his son ; while the adverse Ameirs|Coming at midnight, 
in the expectation of surprising his quarters, and finding their victim 
flown, were compelled to console themselves with plundering the 
station ; after which tb^ proceeded further in quest of Tchobaun. 

That chief no longerdeclined tomeetthem ; but, after opposing them for 
some time with very unequal numbers, and with his usual gallantry and 
resolution, he found himself, at last, constrained tofly. He succeeded 
however, with some difiiculty in conveying himself, in company with 
his son Hussun, to Tebreiz ; where he experienced ail the consolations 
of friendship and gratitude from Ally Shah the Vezzeir, who accom- 
panied him soon afterwards, on his w’ay to the presence of Abh Sleid. 

A mandate from the Sultan, purporting to authorize the death of 
Ameir Tchobaun, having, in the mean time, been labneated, and ex- 
hibited to the people as they advanced, by the factious Ameirs, the cir- 
cumstance when it became known to him, did not fail to produce 
someslarmingsuspicions in thatgeneral; and he was, accordingly, prose- 
cutinghis journey toSultauniah under considerable hesitation and dis- 
quietudeofmind. But the Vezzeir Ally Shah, hastening to court before 
him, and ascertaining tfaaj his favor with Abu Sieid was rather increas- 
ing, than on the d^ljne, |the minister dkpatched without delay to Re- 
move his apprehensions, and quicken bis approach to the metropdiil.: 
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Tchobaunwas thus encouraged to enter the presence of his master with 
unruffled confidence ; and he proceeded to comnaunicate without re- 
serve, all that he had seen and heard with respect to the insurgents, . 

On the other hand, Ameir Eirentchein, or perhaps Terentchein, who 
was father to one of the Sftltan’s wives, at the head of the Ameirs of 
the adverse party, having drawn together a very superior force from 
various quarters of Azerbaijaun, had now crossed the Seffeid-r6d, or 
white river ; and there taking post, prepared for battle. The Sfiltan, 
with Ameir Tchobaun, also advanced from Sfiltauniab in the same di- 
rection; equally disposed to vindicate the authority of his government, 
and to protect the person of his general. In the mean time, repeated 
messages were conveyed by his daughter, to alarm the mind of Eiren- 
tchein against the probable consequences of bis rebellious conduct ; and 
to urge him to come to an accommodation, in the hope of being restored 
to the favor of her imperial consort. Eirentchein dispatched a mes- 
sage to inform his daughter in reply, that if her representations were to 
beat all relied on, and theSAltan were serious in his amicable profes- 
sions, it was expected that on the following day be would cause » 
whitestandard to be displayed, in that part of the field where he fought 
in person. And this was agreed to without a demur on the part of Abtk 
S&eid. 

But, the next day, when this standard was displayed according 
to promise, a persuasion ran through the ranks of the insurgents, that 
the troops of the SAltan were either averse to, or dreaded a conflict 
w'ith them ; and derivingadditional confidence from such a belief, they 
hastened to commence the action, with all the arrogance to which it had 
given birth. The resolution with which their adversaries advanced 
to repel the attack, might however have tended in some measure to 
dissipate tlieillusion; but, the Sflltan havingdirected the head of Ameir 
Sheikh Ally, the son of Eirentchein, to be struck off, and affixed to 
the point of a spear, proclaiming, at the same time, that such would 
be the fate of every rebel to the cause of his sovereign, the indignation 
of the father wag so inflamed by the spectacle, that rushing into the 
battle with impetuous futiy, and accompanied by his wife the princess 
Kt&jeSrhk, he produced such extraordinary havoc, among the Ab^ 
^epidjains, as threatened to terminate in the most fatal result At this 
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crisis, the young Sfiltan now in his seventeenth year engaged in u:q 
conflict; and exhibited such conspicuous proofs of gallantry and ad- 
dress, that his principal commanders, animated by his example, and 
casting away the reins ofamore cautious circumspection, precipitated 
themselves individually, and at once, on the front of the enemy. A 
strong wind arising at the same time, and carrying the dnst in heavy 
clouds directly into the faces o^the insurgents, furnished an advantage 
which left the victory no longer doubtful. Many of the rebel chiefs 
met their fate in the field of battle; others, among whom was the ge- 
neral Elrentchein, fell alive into the hands of the imperial party ; and 
being conveyed to Siiltauniah, w'ere there suspended to gibbets, and 
fires being kindled beneath them, they were in that manner tortured 
ro death. 

The singular valour displayed by the youthful monarch on this occa- 
sion, gave him an undoubted claim to the appellation of Bakauder , — 
heroic ; which was now bestowed upon him by the voice of the army ; 
and theimperialsecretaries received instructions to add this to bis other 
titles. The letters which were circulated to announce the victory ac- 
cordingly opened with the following preamble — Ul-S&lian-ul-avddel- 
Aba Sdeid Bahauder Kham — Sultan Abu Sleid, the just, the heroic 
lord. 

In the seven hundred and twenty first of the Hidjerah, AmeirTcho- 
baun solicited, and obtained in marriage the hand of the princess Sauty, 
or Sauky Beg, the daughter of Ouljaitu, and sister of his sovereign ; 
which appears to have placed him on the very pinnacle of his glory, and 
beyond which indeed, as a subject, it was impossible to ascend further. 
In the course of the yearfollowiag occurred the death of Ameir Husr 
seyne,theson of Aukbouka of the tribe of Jellieir, at this period go- 
vernor of Khorassaun ; and occasionally denominated by hbtorjans 
Sheikh Husseyne Eylekhauny, and Sheikh HAsseyne BSziiig, whose 
children were destined for a short time to fill the throne of the Persian 
monarchy. During the same year, the seven hundredandlwentysecond 
oftbe Hidjerah,* AmeirTchobaun experienced themortification to learn 
that his son Teymur Tausb, who held the government of Riiioe, or 
that part oi Anatolia subject to the Persian empire, had been misled 
by the suggestions of some gross and ignorant flatterers, . to uspr^ tl», 
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t pretending to the character of the Mehedr 

expected by the fatthfnl at the latter age of the world, had entered 
"'te =■> »"'»nee w'th the princes of Syria and Egypt, with a view to 
secure their support in the plans which he was forming-, for the subiu- 
gation of Azerblijaun, and the two great provinces of Arabian and 
^ ersian la Ihe old chiefwas however, no sooner apprized of the 
dangerous and disloyal designs of his son, than he disclosed to the 
bultan so much of the intelligence that had reached him.as he thouo-ht 
necessary, and directed his march with a body of troops for the Ana- 
to lan ^fron.tiei. But the approach of his father being announced to 
leymur Taush, he suddenly abandoned his ambitious views, and has- 
ened without delay to casthimself upon his mercy. Tchobaun, after 
putting the mischievous advisers of rebellion .to the sword, returned 
into Azerbaijaun, and there delivered his disloyal son, bound, into the 
ands of his sovermpi. From a regard to the unshaken attachment 
le father, Abu Saeid bestowed his pardon upon the rebel, and im- 
mediately employed him, moreover, to command in Kennaun. 

Of the seven hundred and twenty third of the Hidjerah, the greater 
par appears to have been consumed in the prosecution of some verv 
odious and vexatious claims laidby Ameir Tchobaun, to various lands 
an o lei lereditaments in Irak Ajem ; having been persuaded, by 
persons otherwise interested in the question, to consider himself the 
only legitimate surviving heir of Nauz Khautiin, princess of Kurdis- 
aun, represented to have been married to his father, xMelek Bahauder 
the son of Toudan Nfiyan. Without, however, harassing the reader 
h the detail, it will be sufficient to note, that these claims were 
uiided on a variety of Kabaulah, title deeds, or charters, either gen, 
tone or fictitious, placed in the hands of Tchobaun, by i individuals who 
C O jects in contemplation, to the attainment of which he was thus 

and illjudged avidity 

wi which he was led to engage in these views, and by the apprehen- 
sions excited to a great extent, by this litigation of property on the 
representatiouof every insidious informer, Tchobaun rendered himself 
at last the object ot universal ill-will, ifnot of execration. With an at- 
fontion to the tranquillity of the subject, which reflects honor on his 
memory, Ally Shah the Vezzeir interfered to remonstrate with Tcho- 
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"bauB, on the rapacious propensity which seemed to have taken posses- 
sion of him ; and having consigned to his agents, on the part of the 
Sultan, certain districts in Anatolia, in exchange for whathe conceived 
hiraselfentitledto,asthe heirofNauz Khautun, together with twenty 
thousand dinaurs from his own private purse, he finally prevailed upon 
him toforego these vexatious proceedings, andto imprecate upon him- 
self the most serious curse, if ever he attempted to revive them. 

The respectable Tauje-ud-dein Ally Shah did not long survive this 
popular and benevolent exertion of his influence. He was attacked 
by a conTpkint which equally baffled the skill of medicine, and the 
solicitude of his sovereign for his recovery ; and he expired at Oujaun, 
in the seven hundred and twenty fourth of the Hidjerab, not less re- 
gretted by that sovereign, than lamented by his fellow subjects. His 
remains were conveyed to Tebreiz, and deposited in thecontigaitv of 
a mosque which had been erected by himself in that city. Of ail the 
ministers of the race of Ilulauku, he is recorded as the only one, who 
escaped a violent death ; as a statesman of consummate talents, and 
extensive resources of mind, his fame could not have been soon for- 
gotten : and be left in different parts of Azerb4ijaun and Ir&k, notwih- 
staiiding the prediction of his coadjutor recently adverted to, endow- 
ments of charity, and structures devoted to the purposes of religion, 
of a sufficient magnitude long to preserve his memory from oblivion. 
Abu Saeid was very honorably disposed, through a sense of gratitude, 
to place the Vizzaurutin the hands of one of the surviving sons of the 
deceased minister ; but the two brothers quarrelling, and mutually 
chargingeach otherwith corruptand fraudulent practices,!!! the course 
of their employment under their father’s ministry, the whole of the pro- 
perty accumulated by him, during a life of zealous service to the state, 
was finally confiscated ; and instead of succeeding to the highest dig- 
nities in the empire, the wretched brothers were both condemned to 
exist in obscurity and indigence. 

The vacant appointment was, upon this, conferred by the Sultan, 
upon Rokken-ud-dein Saein, the son of Zei^i-ul-mulk Mahommed; 
the latter of whom had held the office of Kauzy to the armies, either 
of Sultan Mahommed the Khaurezmiaa himself, or of some other of 
the last of that family. Ever since he bad attained to years of cliscre? 
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ia of tbe Kiirr and Onts ; while Abu Skid, with whatever reluctane:, A. H. 725. 
proceeded to pass tho winter at Bajhdud. But instead of diminishinj, P- tS25. 
this constrained separation contributed to aujment and confirm beyond Hibeib-os- 
controul, the delirium bv which his faculties were bv this time com- 
pletely subdued. 

Ataconjuncturetbus critical, Saein the Vezzeir, who had received 
on his advancement, or soon afterwards, the title of Nussret-ud-deiii, 
found means to discover the changewiiich had taken place in the Sul- 
tan’s disposition towards Tchobaun; and he availed himself without 
remorse of the occasion to detail to his master, in terms which were 
calculated to soothe hisdisappointedfeelings, every circumstance that 
was offensive, in the conduct of his early benefactor, and of faisdepen- 
dents and relatives. And he finisiied the delineation bv brinmne to 
the Sultan’s recollection, that every dirhem of the revenues ofthe em- 
pire was entirely at the discretion of this over grown subject; through 
whose exorbitant usurpation of authority, neither minister, nor Ameir, 
nor noble of any class, possessed any longer the slightest influence in 
the state. These malevolent suggestions on the part of his Vezzeir, 
did not fail to sink deep into the mind of the young monarch ; and in 
addition to the distaste already occasioned on the subject of Baghdad 
Ivhautiin, completely filled the measure of his aversion to Ameir Tcho- 
baun. 

Perceiving that Abu Sueid had, forseveral days, declined giving au- 
dience to hi? people, Tchobaun, in private ventured to express bis 
surprise that any thing should be sufficient to produce in the breast of 
a monarch, whose power extended to the greater part of the habitable 
world, such serious disquietude, as that which appeared to have taken 
possession ofhiin. The Sllitan told him in reply, that having lodged 
in his hands the entire authority of bis government, he expected, as 
the least return, that his conduct would be so regulated as to secure 
the repose of liis master, from every species of interruption ; yet, ia 
truth, that the time was long since gone by, in which he had been 
allowed to pass his days as he could wish : and he finally expressed 
himself, in some respect dissatisfied with the conduct of his son Da- 
mashk Kbaujah, who at this period superintended the Sflltan’s house- 
hold. Tchobaun quitted the pavilion of his master under consideraHe 
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and a very obs.mate conflict shortly afterwards rsuedfoftetigh- 



twrlioo^of Gheznein, in wLich tlie Tcheibatatans were finally defeated ; 
AmeirHussun, when he had secured his victory, hastening to Gliez- 
nein, whichheimmediatelyconsigned to pillage aiidslaughter. Among 
the excesses committed by the soldiery on this occasion, not the least 
offensive was their violation of the mausoleum of Sultan Mahmad ; 
where they destroyed the library, barbarously trampling under foot 
the venerated pages of the Koran, and the other precious manuscripts. 
Having thus signalized his vengeance, Hussun rejoined his father in 
Khorassaun, some time before the conclusion of the year seven hun- 
dred and twenty six. 

In the meantime, notwith?tandinghisfather‘s prudent admonitions, 
Damashk Khaujah proceeded to exhibit, in the exercise of his func- 
tions about the person of the Sultan, such an immoderate love of power, 
and so totally usurped the authority of government, thatthere remained 
at last to his sovereign nothing but the name. This odious usurpa- 
tion, the young Sultan found so far to surpass his forbearance, that it 
is not surprising heshould have made it in private the subject of com- 
plaint to those more intimately in his confidence. One of these, re- 
joicing in the opportunity of giving expression to the feelings of pri- 
vate malignity, directly disclosed to the prince, that an unwarrantable 
intercourse bad for some time subsisted, between this imperious mayor 
of the palace, and one of the widows of the late Ouljaitii. AbftS&eid 
desired, upon this, that when the lover should next venture to visit 
his mistress, whose abode was within the castle of Sultauniah, the 
circumstance should be immediately made known to him. Of this 
an opportunity was not long \vantiag. Impelled by the violence of 
an over-ruling passion, Damashk Khaujah was discovered to have en- 
tered the forbidden precincts; and Abu Sieid, punctually informed of 
the sacrilegious intrusion, gave orders that he should be instantly put 
to death. Such, however, was the habitual awe of his power with 
which all were impressed, that uot one man was found bold enough to 
carry the orders into execution. It happened j ust at this crisis, that the 
heads of several K&rds, who had been executed for outrages on thehigh 
roads, should be brought to the presence of the S&Itan ; and it very 
seasoi.ably occurred to him, that these should be proclaimed as the 
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A. H. yai heads of AraelrTchobaun and his followers, put to death by one ofthe 
A. D. 1327. imperial generals, in Khorassaun. 

habeib-u3- fhe device had all the effect which it was intended to produce . 

^ * for Damashk was no sooner apprized of the appalling report, than his 
presence of mind forsook him. He immediately quitted the castle ; 
and, accompanied by no more than ten persons, abandoned himself to 
hisfears, of which he neither knew the cause nor the object. Two of 
the SMtan^s domestics, Messer Khaujah and AgaLAlft, were employed 
to pursue, and soon afterwards overtook the fugitive, although he was 
mounted on the fleetest horse in the stables of the race of HAlaukft ; 
for his pursuers no sooner drew near, than, in spite of the efforts of his 
rider to spur him on, the animal stood stock still, and immoveable as 
the horse, or knight, on a chessboard ; and to complete his misfortune, 
when, on finding that he must combat for existence, he endeavored to 
draw his sword, the blade by a similar fatality was not to be disengaged 
from the scabbard. Thus deprived both of the means of self defence, 
and further flight, he was overtaken by Messer Kbaujah ; who was 
about to dispatch him without further ceremony, when his companion 
called out to him to forbear, since Damashk was not of a consideration 
so humble, as to be destroyed without the express and final commands 
of their sovereign. Messer hastened accordingly to the presence of 
the Sultan ; from whom he received a signet to be conveyed to Aga 
Lfllh, as his warrant for execution, and the existence of the devoted 
captive was terminated without further demur. This event is staled 
* to have occurred on the sixth of Shavaul of the seven hundred and 
twenty seventh of the Hidjerah.* The vast property of the unfortu- 
nate chief was given up to be pillaged by the multitude ; and many an 
individual, the most wretched mendicant in the streets of Sdltauniali 
in the morning, found himself by the evening of the same day, in a state 
of comparative opulence from his share in the treasures accumulated 
by'the son of Tchobaun. 

Having vindicated his supremacy bythissevere exertion ofbis power, 
Abfl Sieid proceeded to dispatch instructions to the generals in Khor- 
assaun, charging them to. employ their utmost zeal and diligence, to* 
the , extirpation of Tchobaun and bis adherents in, tliat quarter ; and 
•iWgus1j23d^A.D.132T[. 
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mar.dates to a similar cifect were expedited at the sarae time to even* A. II. 72r. 
other province of the empire, in order that not a vestige of this once 
favorite and powerful family, might be suffered to remain on earth. Habti^us- 
The Sultan, shortly afterwards, repaired in person to Kazvein, where 
he had directed his troops to assemble with all possible expedition. 

The agent employed to convey the Sultan’s instructions into Kho- 
rassaun, found Araeir Tchobaun with the army of the province at 
Baudgheiss ; here said to be a dependency of Herat, as in other places 
we are tcIdoftheTehraunof Rev, and theMeraughah of Tebreiz. The 
Suh-au’s orders were communicated in private to the Ameirs, to whom 
they had been addressed ; bur, as it appeared on deliberation that an 
open attempt against the person and authority of Tchobaun, was at 
pr:-.seu: impracticable, they proceeded immediately together to the pa- 
vilion of that chief, and apprized him, without reserve, of ail that they 
had been rerpuired to execute ; totally disclaiming, at the same time, 
uil coucuireiice in the death of his son. When the conference broke 
up, at which he had received this afilicting and alarming disclosure, 
his eldest son Hussun represented to Tchobaun thiit it would be equally 
iib.surd and preposterous to calculate benceforwards on any measures 
of coiiciliatioa with the Sultan ; and that it was not less dangerous 
than impraclent. to place any reliance on the professions of the Ameirs. 

The plan ofproceeding which he should therefore propose was, imme- 
diately to dispatch thoseof the generals whose attachment to Abu Saeid 
was sufficiently notorious; and to demand the assistance of theTche- 
ghutayaii Siihaus, for the final subjugation of. and the establishment 
of the authority of the family in, Khorassauii. These objects accom- 
{ili'iied, it would not be difficult to contend with the power of AbS 
Saeid, when he should approach the province; and ultimately toavenge 
in the centre of Irak the injuries with which he seemed disposed to 
overwhelm them. 

Too confident in the multitude of Ids troops, and in thaenergies of 
his own personal valour, this did not, how'ever, accord with the bolder 
views of Ameir Tchobaun . “ What man in Irak,” exclaimed be with 
his natural arrogance, “is there that dares array himself in armsagainst 
“ me ; Hay who is there, thateven in thoughtcan endure the idea, much 
“ less form the design of supporting a serious contlict with me Thto 

Yoi. II. 4 « ■ 
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A. H. 72?. requiring tlicatteiKlanccof Nussrct-ud-doin Skiiitlio Vczzeir, tvlio^ 
lie considered as the fermenting principle of these evils, he directed the 

Habeib us- executioner to dispatch him without delay. The Vezzeir was thun- 
derstruck at the suddenness of his condemnation ; but perceiving that 
there was little room for expostulation, he contented himself with de- 
siring the executioner to direct his blow so as to sever him exactly 
through the middle. Then fixing his eye stedfastly upon Tchobaun, 

. he observed to him— “ let this spectacle remove thy confidence in the 
“ stability of worldly power ; by the sword hast thou attained it, and 
“ by the sword shall it be terminated.” 

Ameir Tchobaun now directed his march without further delay for 
Persian Irak, at, the head of seventy thousand horse, which at this pe- 
riod served under his standard ; having first exacted, from the generals 
who accompanied him, a solemn oath to be faithful to his interests. 
This oath, on his arriving at Semnauu, he conceived it however expe- 
dient that they should repeat in the presence of Sheikh Rokken-ud- 
dein Alla-ud-cloulah, whom ho iircvailed upon, at the same time, to 
repair to the presence of Abu Sacid, for the purpose of mediating an 
accommodation ; stipulating for no other terms than that the individu- 
als concerned in the death of his son might be delivered into his hands. 
The Sheikh undertook his frioiully office with cheerfulness, and he 
proceeded with all convenient dispatch to the camp of the young mon- 
arch ; by whom he was received with all the rcspgct to which the re- 
puted sanctity of his character appears to have entitled him. His 
, arguments to promote an accommodation with Tchobaun, proved how- 
ever totally unavailing, both the Sfiltan and his courtiers continuing 
■ unshaken in their resolution to proceed to extremities. The Sheikh 
returned therefore to communicate to AmeirTchobaun the unsuccessful 
result of the conference ; neither did he now forbear to caution him,, 
at his peril, to draw his sword, whatever his injuries, against the au- 
thority of hi.s sovereign. 

'• The pride of Tchobaun had, however, not yet sustained any con- 
. tingency to make him recede in the slightest degree from, his purpose : 
and he continued accordingly to advance, until became to the, station 
of Kouha, or Ibrauhimubad, within oneday’s march of the armyof the 
Sultan, here he experienced a fearful presage of w'hat he was to 
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expect from tii-? cori-traiiied attachment of the Ameirs, in tlm G£i\cL.:n 
of Mahcmmcd Beg Tcliiichek, the maternal uncle of Abu Sieid; who. 
noavithstri’i'lin? the solemn engagement so recently repeated, went 
over, with other chiefs, end thiity thousand horse, to join the Sultan. 
T'..:s appallins circumstance at once opened his eyes to the dangers 
which threatened him, and banished all confidence in the Ameirs who 
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yet reni fined apra'-ently attached to his standard ; and he drew off, 
without further deky through the desert, on his return towards Kho- 
ras> imi. The whole of the subordinute chiefs with tiieir followers 
j ..m ;:;i.ttely dispersed in rlifferent directions ; and Tchobann, having 
pr eviously dismissed his consort, Sauty, or Sauky Beg, to avuil herself 
cfihc protection of her imperial brother, continued his retreat with- 
cu: iiohirig. to the banks of the Murghaub, or river of ilerh ; it being 
ut n:*:t Lis intention to retire across the Oxus, to claim the protection 
cr'ihu Tchcihatayan monarch. But having reached the Murghaub, 
with -v.t any farther untoward contineenev. he suddenly ab?.ndon-'’d 
that design, and resolved to seek an asylum at Herat, with Melek Ghey* 
auih-ud-dein, who is here said to have been brought up under his pat- 
ronage ; and from this he was not to be dissuaded by the most earnest 
expoituiations and entreaties, on the part of his wifeDaiendy, anotiter 
of the daughters of Onljiiitii, who, in vain, conjured him to- recollect 
the many instancesof flagitious perfidy, recorded of the raceofGuer- 
let, particularly in the examples of Dauneshmund Bahauder, and 
AmyirNcrouz. But the measure of Tchobaun’s destiny had now 
reached its consummation, and it was not to be averted bv any precau- 
rions ofhumaii prudence. 

Proceeding to Herat, in conformity with the resolution thus fatally 
adopted, Ameir Tchobaun experienced on his arrival, from Gheyauth- 
ud-dein, in appearance at least, the strongest proofs of humanity, and 
of his regard for the claims of hospital itv ; and who assigned him a place 
of residence worthy of those professions of attachment, and entire de- 
votion to his interests, which he did not cease to lavish upon him. At 
this very conjuncture, however, a letter from Abu Saeid was delivered 
to the prince of Herht, which conveyed to him a proposal to put Tclio- 
liaun to death; for which his wife Gufdfintchein, together with the 
woakh ofthe AtabekofTarSB, would be tbecompensation. Forgetting at 

i Q. 
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A. H. 727-28. once the ties of gratitude, and the sacred rights of hospitality, the 
A. D. 1327. pej-fi(]iouschiefdispatched the executioner to take away the lifeofiiig 
Habeib-us- g^gg(.^ g^gi; emotions of surprise and horror, Tcbobaun intreated 
an interview with his betrayer ; but that indulgence being peremptorily 
denied him, he prepared himself with becoming resolution to meet his- 
fate. He requested, however, that when the stroke of death should 
have been inflicted upon him, his last wishes might be attended to in 
three points. The first was, that his head might not be severed from 
the body; but that one of his fingers, which was remarkable for having 
two ends» might be taken off, and transmitted in its stead, as a proof 
that his career had been forever closed. The second was, that his son 
Jullao Khaun a child of great beauty and promise, the offspring of the 
princess Dulcndy, another of the sisters of the Sultan recently menti- 
oned, might not be put to death, but sent to his uncle in Irak. The 
last was, that his body might be conveyed to Medcinah, to be depos- 
ited in the sepulchre which had been therb long since erected by him 
for its reception. All this Gheyauth-ud-dein faithfully engaged to ful- 
fil, w'hen he finally directed the executioner to dispatch him. 

In Mohurriui of the seven hundred and twenty eighth of the Hid- 
jerah,* the requisite proof of Tchobauu’s execution was received at the 
head quarters of the imperial army. In the winter of the same year, 
Gheyauth-ud-dein, on his way to claim from Abu Sfieid the reward of 
his perfidy, became apprized that Baghdad Khautun had been placed 
in the royal harain ; and had already established a very powerful influ- 
ence over the mind of her imperial paramour, which she was not very 
likely to exert to the advantage of her father’s murderer. Hence con- 
ceiving some alarm, be unaccountably dispatched one of his attend- 
ants back again into Khorassaun, with orders to put to death the in- 
nocent Jullho Khaun, which were very punctually executed. Ghey- 
auth-ud-dein then continued his journey to court, which he found at 
this period at Karabaugh of Arran. In consequence of the recent ex- 
altation of Baghdad Khautfiu, his reception was not the most flatter- 
ing to his hopes. He was in fact, placed under some kind of restraint* 
until the bodies of Ameir Tchobaun and JulHo Khaun, which he had 
been directed to send for to Herit, arrived at Oujaun. The sum of 
* Noveml/er, A, D, 1327.- . 
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forty thousand iliaaiirs was then added? v thiSdluns to c:.:, o- 

pics, or palls, of suitaide magnidcence for the coiBns oi liie <1 
chief and hismurderedsonnindtik'vwerehvhiscrdcrshothconjmitttdiii 
particular charge to the pilgrims proceeding toMekkali; with instr’::- 
tions to convey them finally to iledeinah for sepulture, in conforuiity 
M'ith the dying request cfTciiohmin. The remains of that chief, and 
hischild were accordinalv conductedhv the Hadiies through the whole 
routine of the pilgrimage, and ultimateiy consigned to the grave, by 
the side of Imaum Hussun at l\Iedeinah ; it being considered a vi:> 
lulion of tliat respect which was due to the memory of the prophet, to 
open any graves in the sanctuary of his mosque, in, or near which, 
Tebobaun had caused his mausnleum to be erected. 

Aiucir Tebobaun is described to have been a man of great integrity 
and firmness of mind : to have devoted himself with uniform zeal to 


A. IL 7:7. 
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the exorcise of the duties of his religion; and to have left, on the roads 
to Syria and Egypt such mexorials of his magnificent spirit, as to have 
obliterated, in a great degree, t;;c-fr.xc cf the most sph-mlid and cele- 
brated structures of the ancient Persian empire, lie is lastly said to 
have conducted fo the sacred city of ilekkah an abundant supply or 
water, which from a desart changed the neighborhood of the place to 
a scene of flourishing cultivation. 

To leave nothing unrecorded of a person who has engrossed so ex- 
tensive asbare in the subject of these pages, the author proceeds to de- 
liver, in brief, an account of his nine sons and their descendants. The 
eldest of these was Ameir Hussun recently spoken of, who had aKo 
three sous, Taulesli, Iladjy Beg. and Gbouje Husseyne. Taiilcsh had 
enjoyed, forsometime, under the authority of AbuSSeid, the govern- 
ment of Istahaun and Farss ; and at the period of Ameir Tchobaun’s 
disastrous return into Kborassauii, accompanied his father into the 
province of Mazanderaun; from whence they proceeded together into 
Khaurezm, to claim the protection of Kutlugh Teymfir, the governor 
of the province under the authority of the Khaun of the Ouzbeks. By 
the assistance of that officer, they were enabled to prosecute their jour- 
ney to the court of his sovereign, by whom they were immediately ad- 
vanced to some of the most distinguished employments under his go- 
vernment. Being ultimateiy dispatched with an army to reduce Tchir- 
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A. H. 723. kess, or Circassia, Ameir Hussun received In ttie course of the service, 
A. D. 1327. vvound in his shoulder of which he died. His son Taulesh expired 
Habeib-us- ]jy ^ natural death, about the same period, Of the two other sons, 
Hadjy Beg was poisoned by his cousin german, Sheikh [Inssun Kou- 
tchek ; and Ghouje Husseyne perished also by a viohnit death, through 
the direction of Suliraan Khaun of the race of Yeslunowut the son of 
Hulaukft, as will be seen hereafter. 

The second son.of Tchobaun was Teymhr Taush ; the amhitioirs 
governor of Rtime formerly adverted to, as having aspired at indepen- 
dent power. When intelligence reached him of his tlilher’s disgrace 
and death, he happened to be at Sivaiiss, in the same province ; and 
having immediately shut himself up in one of the strong holds of the 
country, he might perhaps conceive that, for some time at least, bis 
person Would be suHiciently secure from danger ; hut on a nnorc deli- 
berate view of circumstancc.s, he collected his prop('rty, which is re- 
presented as enormous, and sought an asylum with Melck Nausser,, 
8uUan of Egypt. Here, by a liberal distribution of his wealth, he 
acquired among the higher classes of tin; natives, such distinguished 
popularity, that his proloctor, after treating him ii)r some time with 
great kindness and attention, bocaino at lust jealous lest his growing 
influence might endanger his own authority; and lu'. (uubraea'd an early 
oppbrtuuity to put him to death.. His head was transmitted to AbA* 
Sacid; by whom it was received, while in smiuner quartor-s at Oujaun, 
in Slvavaul of the seven hundri'd and twenty eighth of the Ilidjerah.* 
Teymur Taush left four sons, of whom Auu'ir Sheikh Hussun Koa- 
tchek, and Melek Aslixuf, will bo yiillicicutly distinguished iu the sue** 
cceding pages. 

The fate of the third son, Damashk. Khaujnh, has hnen already des;* 
erihed. .He left four daughters, one of whom, Dilshaud Khautfjn, 
('.dobrated by the muse of Kliauj.ab S a liman Sawjy, became at a sub- 
sequent period the wife of Abb Hhcid. 

The tburtli sou of Tchobaun was Ameir Mahmud, who presided in 
Ghrjostaun; and who- was taken and put to death by tlie Ahus'ieidian 
generals, in the same year that proved tiital to- the lather. He left sc** 
veraf children, all of whom perish-ed either by poison or the sword,, 
through the animosity ofthdr relative Sheikh Hussun K'outchek, 

♦August, 13*23, 
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fouL’ seas liv flie ^arae mother ti'idi B 
TheSuiion was Jaiiao Ivluun raceatu* ajti.’ei! t) biv.^ Lie.i a;:- 
fijiously put to dentil ’\v Gheya:ith-uj-(h;;i. priire of Herat. 

The sixth was Seyur.'haun, or Seyni-agu, wI’.o«a mother we? the 
TU’iitcess Sautv or Satiks B.'2, the daotnuer or Ouliaiti, a-tJ sister 


i liesevontis. cictiit.'!, and ninth, were Seyuru l angny 

sety, or Pun^ty, and Xorouz. all three hy one mother; and they iriil 
s-parutely re brengiit under the attention of the- reader in a future page, 
lies’u'.uinj t'nc- narrative, we are inforaved that notwiliirtandl'ii the 
c r^'ily aversi in which he entertained for the rest of the famil’', his 
passion for Baghiiad Ivhautin continued to rule, with I'-ndiminishti 
and uncrjntroiiia’.de violence in t!;e bosom of the Sultan : and he at 
last empi oyed the intervention of one of his Kanzies, of the name of 
Miiiiiaurek Shah, iyv whatever arguments he thought most advisable, 
to orevaii u'-on Shaikh lln=snn the Evlvkiiaimiun, to accede to bis 


!>. tCi'-li. 


wishes, and consent to a separation from his vvife. Conscious of his 
inability to contend with despotic authority, aud oftlie personal clanger 
to be apprehended from resistance, the envied husband submitted to 
part with her who was the delight and pride of his existence. At the 
expiration of the prescribed period, the Sultan proceeded to espouse 
the repudiated beauty, and she became at once the partner of his bed 
and throne ; and the influence which she oi»tainr-d, in consequence, in 


the administration of the government, restored, in some degree, the 
fortunes of the family of Tchohaiin. 


Baghdad Khautun appears, at all events, to have retained her power 
over the Sultan’s affections unimpaired, until the seven hundred and 
thirty second of the Hidjerah ; when he was persuaded by the sugges- 
tions of private malevolence into a belief, that she continued to hold a 
clandestine intercourse with her former husband. In the first moments 


of irritation, orders were issued that the unfortunate Ameir Hussun 
should be immediately put to death ; although he was preserved for a 
more exalted destiny, through the intercession ofbisraother,whowasthe 
monarch’s aunt. He was, however, imprisoned in the fortress of 
Kaukh, and the suspected Khautiiu banished from all correspondence 
with her imperial consort. But, some time afterwards, discovering 
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a: H. mso. tlmt she had been basely traduced by her calumniators, the Sultan res* 
A. D. 1332 - 35 . j j^gj. jQ yg favor, and the government of Rume, or Anatolia, was 
Habeib-us- conferred on the injured Ameir Hnssun. 

The circumstances attending the administration of Gheyauth-ud- 
dein Mahommed, the son of the late Vezzeir Reshid-ud-dein Fazzel- 
nllah ; the conspiracy set on foot by Naurein Toghai the son of Key* 
bouka Nuyan, and other powerful Ameirs, in order to destroy the 
minister, with Baghdad Khautun, and eventually the Sultan himself, 
had it not been defeated principally through the personal vigilance and 
energy of the monarch ; together with other less important matters 
which occupy the remaining periods ofthereign of Abij Saeid, would, 
in interest, scarcely compensate the labour of detail. We shall there- 
fore, with little regret, and without further taxing the indulgence of 
the reader, pass on at once to tlie seven hundred and thirty sixth of the 
llidjerab. 

About the close of the summer ofthat year, which had been remark- 
able for the excessive lieat of the season, reports convoyed to him of 
the approach towards that frontier, of the armies ofKeptchauk, neces- 
sarily drew the attention of the Sultan to the banks of the Kfirr ; and 
he was accordingly on his march in that direction, when his health 
became suddenly and seriously affected. At the expiration of a fort- 
night, the complaint appearing, however, to give way to the efforts of 
medical skill, he ventured, like his father, to make a premature use of 
his biith, which produced a violent relapse of liis disorder. Some of 
his physicians conceiving a suspicion that he had been poisoned, pro- 
ceeded to prescribe such remedies as the c-asc seemed to require. Every 
application proved, how’ever, unsuccessful'. The young S&ltan was 
seized, in spite of all their skill, with the agonies of dissolution', and 
expired .on the thirteenth of the latter Rebbeia of the seven hundred 
and thirty sixth of the Jlidjerah,* in the neighborhood of KHrabaugh ; 
at the age of thirty years and six months, and after having wjelded the 
sceptre of H&IaukLi,with considerable glory, for a period of eighteen 
years seven months and sixteen days. 

According to some statementin the prelimiiiaiw to the Zuffurnamah, 
it would appear that towards the concluding period of his life, Ahi 
*Novomk‘r iJOtli, laaD, 
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Sieid had transferred his affections to Dilshaiid Khautfln, the dauga- A. H, tss. 
terofDamashk Khaujah, whom, with the usual facility, he proceeded P- 
to enrol among his wives ; and on this, finding her inflaencedeclining, Habtib-ui. 
that Baghdad Khautun in a fit of revenge and jealousy, dared to admin- 
ister poison to her royal husband, which was, therefore, considered the 
actual causeof his premature death. It is, nevertheless, equally strange 
andunaccountablethatalihistoriansshouldsoblindlyagreeinrepresent- 
ing both Baghdy , Khautun and Dilshaud, as the wives of Abu Saeid 
at the same time ; although It could not have escaped them, that a 
connection by marriage with the aunt and the niece together, is strictly 
proscribed by the laws of the Koran ; and that Abu Saeid was an or- 
thodox Mussulman, does not appear to be at all questioned. In this . 
view it would seem more consistent with probability, that the Sultan 
should have first dissolved his union with Baghdad Khautun by re- 
gularly putting her away, and then only to have espoused her niece; 
all which is, possibly, noticed by the author, in order, by evincing the 
impracticability of executing such a design, to remove from that prin- 
cess the foul aud horrible stigma of having destroyed her husband. 

The remains of the Sultan were conveyed to the metropolis of Sul- 
tauniah,anddeposited, with the usual solemn! ties, in astructureerected 
for the purpose by himself in the outskirts of that place. 

Among the most respectable of the contemporaries of Abb Saeid, 
we cannot omit to mention the celebrated Sheikh Seffy-ud-dein Ardc^ 
belli/; the ancestor of the Seffuides or imperial race of Seff v, extin- 
guished by Nyir Shah, in the former part of the eighteenth century. 

By the sanctity of his character, and the unblemished purity, and be- 
nevolence of his life and manners, he bad contrived to establish, amidst 
the distractions which pervaded his country, so powerful an influence 
over the minds of men, that the very Tartars, with all their ferocity 
and disregard lo the dictates of humanity, are said to have yielded an 
extraordinary deference to his commands. He was the ancestor in the 
sixth degree, of Shah Issmheii Seffy the first, the founder of the mon- 
archy in this family. 

, Another who flourished during the reign of Abfi Sieid, was Ham- 
dullab ul Mfistouffv, the son of Abi Bukker, the Kazviuian, author of 
the Tkikh guzeiduh and Nuzzebet-ul-kfliioub, 'recreations for the 
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heart), botli highly esteemed performances in the east. He was a Aleri 
or secretarjjiatheofficesofthe learned Vezzeir Reshid-ud-deinFazzel. 
ifllah, and his son Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed ; to the latter of 
whom, he inscribed his work the T^rikh gfizeidah, which is brought 
down to the seven hundred and twenty ninth of the Hidjerali ; and 
which, considering the sources from whence he had an opportunity pf 
deriving his information, would seem entitled to a more than ordinary 
degree of our, confidence, were it possible to conceive an Asiatic of 
that age capable of delivering to posterity a faithful and impartial re- 
view of events. His brother, Fakher-ud-dein Futtah-ullah, was nof 
less distinguished for his genius and learning. 

It is, lastly, not to he forgotten that the year, in .which the glories 
of the race of Jengueiz in Iiin expired with Abfi Siieid, (for the fleet- 
ing pageants subsequently exhibited on the throne, are scarcely worth 
the record of history) gave birth to the invincible Teym&r ; an event 
which took place at Kesh, sometimes denominated the green city, or 
the city of verdure, between Samarkand and Nakhsheb, on the twenty 
fifth of the month of Shabaun ;* about the period at which our third 
Edward was preparing for his glorious expedition into France. 

Mhezz-ud-dein Arpx Khaun, tenth of the Persian raonarchs of 
the race of Jengueiz. 

This prince was a descendant from Artekbouka, one of the sons of 
Tfily Khaun, and previous to his elevation bore the name of Arpa Ka- 
wun. In consequence of the declaration of the late Sfiltau, that there 
remained no person of the line of Hfilaukii qualified tosustainthefuncti- 
onsoftheimperialdignily,andthattheiraportanttnistthereforenecessar- 
ily devolved to ArpaKawun,araessagewasdispatchecl by Gheyauth-ud- 
dein the Vezzeir, as soon as the Sultan was perceived to be in the ago^ 
nies of death, to invite that prince from the private residence of his 
family, to take possesion of the splendor of a throne. Thenew monarch 
reached the imperial encampment, on the day subsequent to that on 
which his predecessor had expired ; and was immediately seated in so- 
vereign power, with the usual Moghhlformalities. 

In addressing the Ameirs of the empire the day after his accession, 
Khaun is desqribed to have stated to them, that he was' not, like 
»April8lliA,D.1388 



the Sultans Ms predecessors, a naan devoted to the sensual enjoyments A. U.nm, 
of life ; that instead of a tiara and girdle, of gold and gems, a cap of felt, A.D. I33S. 
and belt of woollen, would best accord with his simple habits : and that, Habeit>-us. 
for a mild and moderate government on his part, he should expect a 
reciprocal harmony and conformity to law, on the part of his armies. 

He then confirmed to the several Araeirs, and officers of state, the dig- 
nities which they had held under the authority of Abu Sacid ; and the 
ens u ing Friday, he received from them by acclamation the title of Miiezz- 
ud-dein-wa-ud-dunnia — the monarch who reflects lustre upon his re- 
ligion, and upon the age in which he lives. And in truth without 
exaggeration, observes the author, the robe of imperial authority would 
have derived no ordinary splendor from his person and character, were 
it not that when he became invested with it, the fortune of the empire 
was already in astate of rapid decline ; and that an adverse destiny denied 
to a just and benevolent prince that opportunity for the display ofM* 
virtues, which they eminentlv deserved. 

Notwithstanding all tljat might be intended to be conveyed by this 
remark, Arpa Khaun was scarcely well seated on his throne, beibre he 
conceived a suspicion that until those who possessed the confidence of 
his predecessorwereremovedjhisownpowerwouldneveracquire perma- 
nent stability; and his earliest attention was accordingly directed tore- 
lievehimselffromhisapprehensionsonthisbead. The first who fella vic- 
timto thissuspicious policy, was the princess Baghdad Kbautfin; whom 
he condemned to die on the charge of having poisoned her husband, 
and of encouraging the designs of the Khaun of the Ouzbeks, who 
had about this period entered Shirvaun. 5he was accordingly dis- 
patched in her bath, by Khaujah Lfilu, one of the eunuchs of the Serlki^ 
or women’s palace, towards the end of the latter Rebbeb.* Arp». 

Khaun then proceeded in the midst of winter, across the Kurr to giye 
battle to the Ouzbek monarch, w’homhe totally defeated; after which 
returning in triumph to his capital, he espoused the princess Sauty 
or Sauky Beg, the widow of .\meir Tcbobaun, and sister of the late- 
Sultan. 

While he was yet solemnizing his nuptials with this lady, on the 
Suspicion of having concealed one of the descendants of Hilaukd as a 
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A. H. “jss, cover for future revolt, he seized and executed Ameir Mahmfid Shah 
Aynju ; and Towukkel Kutliigh, of the line of Ougtii Kkn, with two 
Habeib-iis- p romisiiig youths his children, was condemned to suffer the same 

. fate. Ameir Mnissaoiid, and x\bfi Ishauck, the sons of Ameir Mah- 
mud Shah, contrived" however to escape from Tebreiz ; the former to 
Rume, where he claimed the protection of Ameir Sheikh Ilussun the 
Eylkhaunian,and the latter intoDiaurbekir,to Ameir Ally Bhidi Shah, 
who had declared himself hostile to the government of Arpa Khaun, 
On the other hand, Ameir Eyss Kutlug, and Shltan Shah the son of 
Neikrouz, with some other chiefs who had been imprisoned under the 
authority of Abij Skid, now found themselves by some means or other 
at large, and attached themselves to the service of the new sovereign ; 
but an habitual turbulence of disposition did not admit of their for- 
bearing to encourage the spirit of revolt and sedition, which was at this 
period bursting forth in every quarter of the empire. In the mean 
time, Dilshaud Kbautun also, who was pregnant by the late Sultan, 
fled to Ally B^id4 Shah in Diaurbekir ; while Khaujah Lhlft hastened 
to apprize him, on the part of his sister Iladjy Khautun, the mother 
of Abu Skid, of the hostile designs of Arpa Khaun , althoughshc had but 
recently concurred in his elevation. All which, united with the ani- 
mosity derived from his ancestor, who was engaged during the reign of 
the emperor Kublai, in perpetual hostilities with Artekbouka, who 
held a similar relation of ancestry to the new monarch, at last confirmed 
Ally Baidfi Shah in his design of raising Mussa Khaun the grandson 
ofBaidfi Khaun, to the throne, in opposition to the established author- 
ity of Arpa Khaun. 

Confiding in the strength of his armies to support the claims which 
Be had thus determined to assert, Ameir Ally Bkidu Shah finally ad- 
vanced in considerable force from Diaurbekir towards Azerbkijaun ; 
while Arpa Khaun, reposing in the counsels and experience of his min-, 
ister, Gheyauth-ud-deitt Mabommed, hastened with equal resolution 
to vindicate the rights of established authority, and to oppose his ad- 
. versaries in the field of battle. During the reciprocal approach of the 
armies, 6heyauth-ud-dein received, by a deputation from the chiefs of 
the adverse party, a proposal to compromise the dispute, by confer- 
ring upon ,A,Ily Shah, the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, or captain 



jpneral of the eiiinire ; which was however rfjt’Cttni withhaughlydis- A. H. tsst, 
dain, by the Yezzeir. A t tije sawte crisis the espeJiejit was suggested. 
by Arpa Khaun, of cutting off such of the commanders in his train, 
as he had reason to suspect of favoring the interests of the enemy : in 
which, with a magnanimitv deservina: of a better fate, the minister also 
refused to concur, allogini that he considered their existence or non- 
existence, their attiicliinent or hostility, as equally unimportant in the 
scale. 

On Wednesday the nineteenth of Ilamzaun,*in the neighborhood 
of a station called Tekeghtu, the adverse armies came to battle ; but 
Eysskutliigb.and Sultan Shall Xeikrouz, deserting thestandardof Arpa 
Kbaun in the heat of the action, and going over to the enemy, victory 
f-U^IIy declared for Mussa Khaan,and the Ameirs who supported his 
claims. The vanquished monarch and his minister fled in different 
directions ; but being closely pursued, the minister was taken at Mer- 
augbab; and immediately conveyed to the presenceof AlIyBuidft Shah, 
who treated him with respect and compassion, and seemed, otherwise 
disposed to spare his life ; but the associated Ameirs uniting to iii^ 
his indispensable destruction, that just, learned, and accomplished 
statesman was condemned, on the twenty third of the same month of 
Hamzaun,']' to perish by the sword of the executioner, ArpaKhaun 
was, a few days afterwards, also seized in the territory ofSenjau^, and 
brought to Oujaun ; where by the direction of Mussa Kbaun, or his 
paity, he was delivered over to thesonsof Ameir Mahmud Shah Ayn- 
ju, who did not fail to retaliate upon him with rigid severity, the 
death of their father. Arpa Khaun was thus cut off, on the third of 
Shavaul of the seven hundred and thirty sixth of the Hidjerah,J after 
a short and turbulent reign of five months and thirteen days. 

Mussi Khauk, the smi of Ally Khaun, and grandson of BaidHt 
Khaun, eleventh of the Persian monarchsof the race Jengueiz, 

Having terminated the career of Arpa Khaun, in the manner just 
related, Ameir Ally Baidu Shah proceeded without further obstacle, 
t» place Mfissa Khaun on the throne of Hi^lanku. He conferred the 
office of Vezzeir on Ameir Hadjy the son of Tauj-ud-deia the Shir- 
^'aunian; reserving, however, to himself, the unlimited exercise of the 
1st, 1399. tMayJth, 



A. H. m sovereign power. Biit,as this conduct evinced a disposition to exclave 

the great Ameirs of the empire from the influence to which they pre« 
Habeib-us- tended in the management of affairs^ they became very early disgusted 
with his administration, and withdrew from all public employment * 
resolved, at the same time, to avail themselves of the first convenient 
K ACN declare against, and punish this inordinate ambition of 

Xlthofihe Perso- 1'^® usurpation of Ally Baidh Shah, and the predominance of 
jengMians. his tribe, that of Ow^iraut, did not experience a much better reception 
in the more distant provinces. Ameir Hadjy Toghai suddenly quitted 
Diaurbekir, and withdrew into Anatolia ; where he joined Sheikh 
Hussun the Eylkhaunian, who was, it is to be recollected, the uncle^s 
son of Abu S^eid, and whom he finally prevailed upon to oppose the 
authority ofMdssa Khaun, and his more ambitious minister. 

In order to give to his proceedings the colour of justice, Ameir 
Sheikh Hussun conceived it expedient to invest Mahommed Khaun,. 
a descendant in the third or fourth degree from Mangfi Teymiliv the 
son of Hfrlaukfi, with the royal authority ; and having resolved with* 
out further delay on an attempt to take possession of the Persian em- 
pire, soon afterwards approached the frontiers of Azerb&ijaun. On 
the other hand, Ally Baidb Shah, with Miissa Khaun the instrument 
of his ambition, hastened to.oppose the invasion ; and on the fourteenth 
of Zilhudje,* at the station of Nosheher, a dependency on Alatauk, 
the rival powers prepared to bring their claims to a decision. Befor4 
however, he committed his fortunes to the uncertain issue of a battle. 
Ally Bdiclu Shah, whose thoughts* appeared directed to obtain his ob- 
ject rather by stratagem than open force, conveyed a message to. Ameir' 
Sheikh Hussun, intimating that, as the two moiiarcha were engaged in 
a particular quarrel of their own, he saw no absolute necessity that 
their ministers, who were but remotely concerned, sliouM be person- 
ally their associates in the blood about to be drawn. What he there- 
fore proposed was, that both be and Sheikh Hussun should remain 
quiet spectators, apart from the conflict, while the principals in the 
dispute, decided their claims before them.; and that, when the victory 
was determined, they should both submit to the conqueroc; 


•July 2nl.vl338., 
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Acceding to tie propwai, Sheikh Ilussiin with two tiicu;?.rj ca a. il tm, 
the best soldiers, drew off accordingly, and took post ou a nc-igi.bor- 
ins eminence which overlooked the field ot battle. But the resMue 
ot' the armies were no sooner engaged, than, cither alarmed at a move- ’ 
mer.t, the object of which it had, possibly, not been tliou^iit expedient 
to explain to him, or throagli some other apprehension of person il dan- 
ger, Mahommed Kiiaun suddenly abandoned the field to his ad 'er- 
sarv ; and A!!v Baida Shah, unininJuil of the fantastic chanres with 
which a capricious fortune is frequently disposed to surprise her vo- 
taries, conceiving that the victory was no longer doubtful, descended 
from the eminence, on which he had taken post according to agree- 
ment; and pitching his tent, in thebanksof the river which intersected 
tfie adjoining plain, proceeded svithout further concern or precaution 
to enjoy the luxury of the refreshing stream. Ameir Sheikh Hussun 
determined without hesitation to avail himself of the advantage thus 
incautiously thrown in his way ; and rushing, sword in hand, among 
the troops so culpably exposed to destruction, easily succeeded in cut- 
ting them to pieces. Intelligence of the disaster was soon commun- 
icated to Mussa, who now fled in his turn, after having sustained his 
precarious authority for about two months and nine days ; while Ma- 
homraed Khaun hastened back to reap the fruits of a victory to which 
he had so ill contributed. 

Mahomjied Khack, the son of Youlkutlugh, the son of Anbar- 
tchei, the son of Mangu Teymur, son of Hulauku Kbaun, tw’elfth of 
the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

Ameir AllyBaidb Shah having perished in the confusion, and Mus- 
sa Khaun having disappeared in consequence of the recent conflict, 

Ameir Sheikh Hussun proceeded to seat Mahommed Khaun on the 
throne of Hfilaukd, at Oujaun ; and among his arrangements to pro- 
vide for the security of the government, he determined to restore to 
favor and mploynient, the yet surviving branches of the family of ti,e ’perso. 
Gheyauth-ud-dein the late minister; and to retaliate in some degree, jenguiaians. 
the injury which he had sustained from Abii Saeid, in the compul- 
sory separation from his wife, he availed himself of the earliest opportu- 
nity, after theestablishment ofhis power, to console himselfin theembra-. 
ces of Dilshaud Khautun, the surviving widow of that monarch. But, 
while he was yet engaged in the festivities attending the celebration 
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A. II. W. of his nuptials, the turbulent spirit of the nobles was already at work 
A- D- ^337- to contrive the means of his degradation ; and many of them, the most 
Habeib-us- distinguished in rank and reputation, immediately betook themselves 
with tliat view, to the remoter provinces of the empire, in order to en- 
courage the plans of hostility and disaffection. 

Of these, Ameir Ally Jauffer directed his course for Khorassaun ; 
where, on his arrival, he experienced no great difficulty in persuad- 
ing Ally, the son of Ameir AllyKoustchei, (the archer) and the other 
officersin authority, that the provinces of Irkk and Azerbkijaun might 
be wrested from the Eylekhaunian, with the utmost facility. Having 
been brought to concur in this belief, and having provided themselves 
with a proper pageant, the third now on foot at the same time, to cover 
their designs, in the person of Togba Teymur Khaun, a descendant in 
the sixth degree from Jujy Kessaur the brother of Jenguciz, whom 
they invested with the sovereign dignity, the Anieirs of Khorassaun 
proceeded with a powerful army towards Azerbhijauii ; and in Shabaun 
• of the seven hundred and thirty seventh of theHidjerah,* they appeared 
before Sultauniah, having made themselves master of the whole of the 
surrounding territory. 

Apprized of their designs, Ameir Sheikh Hussmi on the other hand, 
made the best of his way from Tebreiz, into the peninsula of Arran ; 
w'here he formed an alliance with the princess Sauky, or Sauty Beg, in 
behalf of her infant son Seyflr Aga, now scarcely two years old. After 
which he prepared with the accession of support thus acquired to his 
cause, to chastise the enormities which the Khorassauniams were com- 
mitting in Azerb^ijaun. In the mean time these had also been joined 
by the fugitive Mussa Khaun, and they now proceeded in conjunc- 
tion, in quest of the Eylekhaunian ; whom they found ready to- oppose 
them on the banks of the Guerrah-roud. In the middle of the month 
of Zilkaudah of the year seven hundred and thirty sevjen,* the ad- 
verse armies came to a battle ; but Togha Teymilr Khaun, with a de- 
generacy unworthy of bis warlike extraction, quitting the held before 
the troops were yet fairly engaged, and retiring towards Khorassaun, 
his associate Mussa Khaun was left to combat alone against the supe- 
rior skill of Ameir Hussun ; until the slaughter of great numbers of his 
• March mi, t Jan*. A. D. 1337. 
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follower's, and i. f the Owiirant clans in particiikr, compelled him also 
to consult his safety by iligh.t, many of the Ameirs ihron-inj themselves 
for protection into one of the fortresses ;a the neighborhood. Not lonj 
afterwards, Mtlssa Khann was taken amona the denies of Hazaurah, 
and put to death on the tenth of Zilhudje :* the day of the feast of sa- 


A. H. :!37. 
.A. D. 1Z;J7. 


ikL>eib-us- 


sejr. 


rrince amon;' the pilgrims at Mekkah, This was followed by the en- 
tire dispersion of the Ameivs of the party, and of the fu^ritives who had 
taken sheker in the fortress just alluded to. 

On reaching the vicinity of Bostaum, Togha Teymur Khann wasi 
.ioired by Arcniin Slmb, one of the sons of Amcir Norouz Ghauzzy, 
who had pnidentiy declined engaging with the Khorassaunian chiefs 
i.n the rece.at expedition ; and at that place, on the same day that was 
destined for the execution of Muss t Khaun, the tenth of Zilhudje, To- 
ghaTeymur, on some groundless suspicion, caused Ameir Sheikh Ally, 
one of the most (j:stineiii«i;ed leaders of the expedition, to he perfidi- 
ensiy put to death : s > that at one and the same period, relieved from 
the hostility of two of the most formidable of his adversaries, the Evle- 
khatinian, for the nominal sovereign appears to have been used merely 
as the stalking horse of his ambition, found himself in almost un- 
disputed possession, of the whole of Azerbkijaun and Irak. The Viz- 
zaurut was now conferred by him on .Shums-ud-dein Zekkareia, the 
nephew and son in Jaw of Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed the Reshi- 
dian ; and early in the year seven hundred and thirty eight, the power 
of the Eylekhaunian was further confirmed by the death of the Ameirs 
Alahmud Eysskutlagh, and Kercnje, two of the most inveterate agi- 
tators of these turbulent scenes ; who were both killed in the disguise 
of Safyism, in which they had hoped for fome time to elude the ven- 
geance of their enemies. 

That same year, however, in the person of Sheikh Hussun the son 
of Teymur Taush. to whom authors have in general assigned the ap- 
pellation of Sheikh Ilussun Koutchek, (in order to distinguish him 
from liis rival, who is called Sheikh Hussun Buzurg — thesreater) pro- 
duced an adversary to the power of the Eylekhaunian, far more for- 
midable thananythingto wbichit had hithertobeenopposed. Thischief^ 
on the retreat of his father into Egypt, in the manner formerly noticed, 
bad contrived to secure himself in some part of the Anatciian provinee, 

* July Stb, 1335. 
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A. H. 738. and, about the period at wliich the narrative is now arrived, like the 
A. D. 1337-8. rgg^. Qf jjjj contemporaries, yielded to the spirit of ambition which 
hdbeib-us< seemed to expand itself in every bosom. Conceiving also that his 
plans would be less invidiously carried on in the name of another, and 
discovering in a slave of Turkish extraction of the name of Kkrajery, ■ 
a . very striking resemblance to his father, Teymur Taush, he immedi- 
ately arrayedhini in splendid attire, and circulated the report, that that 
distinguished chieftain was yet alive, and had recently been restored tO' 
his tamily ; and in order to obtain the more implicit belief for the as- 
sertion, he prevailed upon his own mother to cohabit with the impostor, 
and in every respect condescended to treat him as ifhe considered him 
in the revered and actual relation of a father. 

When the rumour became public in Azerbhijaun and Irak, the Ow^ir. 
aut Ameirs, and many of the principal officers of the army, who had 
never been thoroughly reconciled to theauthorityofSheikhllussunthe 
Eylekhauuian, suddenly quitted his standard, and went over to that 
of the grandson ofTchobaun ; and the latter, having by this time com- 
pleted the necessary warlike equipments, in great perfection and abun- 
dance, no longer delayed to advance towards Azerb&ijaun, at the head 
of a numerous and formidable army. The Eylekhaunian, accompa- 
nied by Mahommed Kbaun, hastened to meet the invader ; and on the 
' twentieth ofZilhudje of the year seven hundred and thirty eight,* ip 
the neighborhood ofAlatauk, the hostile armies arrived in the presence 
of each other. While the troops were preparing for battle, Sheikh 
Hussun the Tchobaunian, who is described as possessing an inven- 
tion singularly fertile in expedients, put m practice the following de- 
vice, in order to aivaken a mutual jealousy among the generals of the 
enemy. He caused a large fire to be made at some distance apart from 
the field of battle,- to impress his adversaries with the belief that it was 
a preconcerted signal, exhibited in consequence of the understanding- 
■which he had established with some of the chiefs in their camp ; and 
in fact, the action had no sooner commenced, than Husseyne the son 
of Mahmfid, the Tchobaunian, went directly over to the side of his 
cousin german- In consequence of this defection, at a moment so cri- 
tical, the suspicions, of the Eylekhaunian became seriously alarmed 
and he fied without further effort, towards Tebreiz ; while Matiemnjed. 

* July 9tb, 1338. 
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Kfcwn,faHlaginttt1behaiidsoftheTchobauman,wasininiediatelycut A. H. 15*, 

off in the bloom of youth, after he had enjoyed his circumscribed D. i33a. 
and precarious authority, for a period something short of two years. HiWlb-ia. 

Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny and his adherents, now proceeded to 
exercise without remorse, every species of oppression and violence 
throughout the provinces of Irak and Azerbaijaun ; but, the pretended 
Teymur Taush, considering that so long as Sheikh Hussun was in ex- 
istence, he would be permitted to derive but unsubstantial advantage 
frcm the character which had been imposed npon him, watched an 
opportunity, and plunged his poniard into the side ofhis adopted son. 

The blow fell short, however, of its intended effect ; and Sheikh Hussun 
withdrawing immediately into Georgia, there united himself to the 
party of the princess Sauky Beg, the widow of his grandfather, and her 
son Seyurghaun, or Seyuragha, after candidly disclosing the secret of 
the recentimposture. The falseTeymu r Taush proceeded in themean 
time towards Tebreiz, where being entirely defeated in a battle with 
Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, he thence fled with the shattered 
remains of his army towards Baghdad. 

The princess Sauty or Saokt Beg, daughter (rfOuljaitfl Sfiltan 
Khodabuudah, thirteenth of the Persian monarchs of the raceof Jeu- 
gueiz. 

On experience tlwt his plaoof aggrandizement did not succeed under 
the auspices of an impostor father, having withdrawn into Georgia, as 
we have just seen, Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny next made choice of 
Sauky Beg, the sister of Abu Sdeid, to fill the throne of Hhlaukii ; and 
that princess was accordingly inaugurated, with the usual solemnities, 
and her name inserted in the Khotbah and coinage of the monarchy, Sackt Beo. 
about thecommencementof the seven hundred and thirty ninth of the Xlllth ofih« 
Hidjerah.* He then returned into Azerb^jaun, accompanied by this ^^^^***^'*** 
new pageant, in order once more to combat the power of the Eyle- 
kbaunian; who had however quitted Tebreiz fen Sultauniah, and who 
retired further to. Kazvein, on intelligence of the approach of his ene- 
mies. Sauky Beg and her general were thus allowed to possess them- 
selves ofS&kauniah, and of the entire province of AzerbSlijaun, without 
opposition. Having entrusted tbecivil atlministration of the country 
to Rokkea-ud-dein the Reshidian, and Gbeyanth.ud.dein 
' Avgust or Septemiier, A. D, 1338- 
4 s 4. 
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■A. H. 789. as conjunctive YezzcirSi they proceeded shortly nFterwatds for Ka?, 
A. I). 1338-9. Ameir Slieikh Hussuu drew out of the city on tlicir approach, 
‘llabdb-us- a design to give them battle; but without coming to a conflict, 
some species of accommodation was arranged between the parties ; in 
consequence of which, Sanky Beg and hheikh Hussuu Icbohauny 
withdrew again towards Aran, and the Eylckhaunian returned to Shi- 
tauniah. 

Reposing, however, but little confidence in the stability of such an 
arrangement, the Eylckhaunian, not long after his return to Sultaun- 
iah, dispatched his own Atabek or preceptor, Taush Teymur, on a mis- 
sion into Mazarideraiin; to-invite Togha Teymur Kliaun, who had es- 
tablislied liis authority over that province, and some part of Khorassaun, 
to come and take possession of the throne and capital ol Ain't Saeid. 
In compliance with this invitation, Togha 'I’cymur hastened towards 
Sidtauniah, accompanied by-Arghun Shah the son of Norouz, ami his 
other ministers ; and on his arrival at Sawah, some time in the month 
of Rudjub,* was joined by Ameir Sheikh Hussuu the Eylekliaunian, 
from whom he received every necessary proof of Zealand submission. 
But, ToghaTeymtir being witii tlieotberAincirs oi'Kliorassaun, entirely 
governed ,by the councils of Alla-ud-deiii Mahoinmeil the Vezzeir, 
andthatrainister,althoughthcauthority of his master could as yet have 
been but very imperfectly, if at all, established in the country, pro- 
ceeding to scrutinize, with a vexatious minuteness, into the tenures 
by which the several chieftains held their possessions, without sparing 
those which had been annexed, even from the time of Ghazun Khaun, 
to the family of Ameir Sheikh Hussun, the latter repented of the alli- 
ance thus hastily formed ; although he clcaily iicrceived that there was 
at present no alterirative but forbearance. 

Apprized of .these occurrences. Sheikh Ilussun the Tchobaunian 
accompanied by the princess Sauky Beg, again quitted Arran, and pro- 
ceeded into Azerbkijaun. While on his march, on this occasion, some 
of the Ow^iraut Moghhls who had secured Khrajery the pretended 
Teymhr Taush, brought him to the camp of the Tchobaunian, where 
by order of the pageant queen he was instantly put to death. In the 
mean tiiiie, the invention of Sheikh Hussun was at work to contrive 
^spme scheme, , by which- he might effectually disconcert the measures 

* Jiuiuarji 1339. 
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aT’3 Vfrralc army Tc\mfir ?.r,r’ tliC Eikliliann'jT!; ani a. 

he at last cicteriTtiiied cii tiie li i sent a j 

tLe can:p Oi'iiis advtmrie?, osti'iJs; I/u’. tij atr!;>li rii'iiooidTloni 

ib: pf-ace: but in private to iiititnatr to T.'.naTayn^tiir. that ii ht \\y:.A 
ui.ite in a desipa which was in contenvahiUoii to 'lestroy tiie ii;. le- 
khaunian, he wonl-.I on hi« part er-gree that the princes.'? Saoky 
shc'jid becorae his wi>. a:i'J t’urthere.'ince his attachment by the nr;?!: 
iinportaut and h;.'ai .services. With this proposal t.!e credulous Mo- 
ghul imnitJiately Closed : and after some liirther iaterclianje of co-n- 
Ecn;catio:5, rhialiy trunsniitted to bis arttui correspondent a paper in 
hisosvn iiand writincr, expressly iavitinj the Tchobaunian .Vrneirs to 
co-operats iviih co:\i:al zeal, in the extermination of the Eylskhaun- 
ian.? ; in order, as he ■•tated, that tire ijovernment of the Tartar trihe.s 
!;ii''iitbe oiiceinorcunitod, and the world eSectuallv relievedfrom those 
distractions to which it had been so ion? a prey. 

Dtiidited with the success oftiieartif.ee. Sheikh Hussiinthe Tclio- 


baunian, accompanied by a few of iiis p:ir.cip;d oiiicers, hastened in 
the middle of the night, to theout skirts of the enemy's encampment ; 
and requesting that one of the Eylekhaunian leaders would attend to 
him, proceeded to explain that however the Siieikh bis opponent had 
associated himself with one who under the mask of friendship, could 
harbour a design so perfidious against his person, as that which he was 
about to disclose, he for his own part, disdained to be an accomplice 
in the base collusion, and should regret to see his most determined 
enemy become a victim to such perfidy. Then puttingtlie paperwhicli 
he had received from Togha Teymur, into the hands of the officer M'ho 
had presented himselfat his approach, he returned to his own quarters. 
The Eylekhaunian received this paper with some degree of astonish- 
ment; and sending for one of the duels in the particular confidence of 
Togha Teymur Khaun, accommodated him with a perusal of the per- 
. fidious scroll, which appeared to throw’ him into considerable confu- 
sion. He hastened however to disclose to his master, without dr-l ly, 
the mortifying result of his ill-advised intercourse with the crafty Tcho- 
baunian. Togha Teymfir, no less surprised at the effrontery of the 
deception which had been practiced upon him, than aianned at the 
• probable consequences of the developement, withdrew, in the cooise 
of the same night, towards Khorassauq ; while, thus abandoned to his 
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A. H. 739-40, own resources, the Eylekhauuian retired to Alatauk, in the neigbbor- 
A. D. 1339 - 40 . of which he fixed his abode, until something should occur to 

Habeib-us- incite him to further enterprize. 

. JiHAUNTEYMUEjlthesonofUlaifreng, the son of Keykhautfi, four- 
teenth, and Sulim an Kh aun, descended from Yeshmout the son of 
Hulaukfi, fifteenth of the Persian monavchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

His alliance with Togha Teymhr Khaun having terminated thusin- 
auspiciously, Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian did not,however, con- 
JahaunTevmcs, ^jmjg [^jjg inactive, before his invention was employed to discover some 
MANKHAnNXVth instrument wherewith to mask the designs of his own ambition. 
ofthePerso-jengui- His choice at last fixed on JahaunTeymfir, the son of Sliahzhdah Ul- 
2iaBs. affreng son of Keykbautfi,whomhe accordingly raised to the sovereign 

authority j and proceeding with him into Arabian Iiik, he succeeded 
inashorttime in subjugatingthewholeof that territory, with the metro- 
polisofBaghdkl, and ultimately with Diaurbeldr and the country along 
theTigris upwards. In the latter part of the year seven hundred and 
thirty nine,* Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny, discovering also. that the ma? 
chine of the Persian monarchy was not likely to proceed with suffici- 
ent energy or regularity, under the direction of a delicate and tender!- 
heartedfemale, thought fit, with 1 -ittleregard to herinclinations,. to trans- 
fer the sovereign po-wer, together with the person of the princess Sauky 
Beg, to Suliman Khaun, one of the descendants of Yeshmout the son 
of HukukfijWhomhe then seated on the tottering throne of liin; after 
which, fixing his head quarters, or principal! residence, at Oujaun, he 
■ found, by the month of Shavaul of the year seven hundred and. forty ,f 
that his authority was supported by a numerous and well afiected. body 
of soldiers. 

In the mean time, after securing his acquisitions in western IrUk, 
Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, with Jahaun Teymur, the feeble 
monarch, of his creation, had quitted. Baghdad,, and wasadvancing, with 
.determined hostility towards Azerbaij.aun ;• but being early opposed 
by Sfil'iman Khaun, and hisgenerakSbeikh. Hussun the Tchobaunian, 
he was defeated in battle with considerable loss, iu the concluding, 
days of Zilhudje of tbe same year. In. consequence of this defeat, the 
Eylekhaunian was compelled to return, to Baghdad, in circumstances, 
of disgrace and humiliation ; while HussunTchobauny eonductedhis'. 

•The summer of 1339, ■ tApril, 184.0,. 
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army in tnumj'li t j Tdreiz. He there Ameir Se; urgiiriun, 

cr Seyur Aga, the sonofSauky Beg by Aaielr Tchobaun, under the 
tutelage of his brother 3/f/eA‘ Ashruftht sou of Teymur Taush. to the 
government of Persian Irak ; Ameir Peir H usseyne the son <;f Sbr’kh 
Mahmud the Tchohauiiian, who had, among others, exhibited distin- 


A. 13. 74M1. 
A. D. lU4,!-4i, 

liZnCuiT 

styr. 


guisbed proofs of intrepidity and martial spirit, in the recent battle, 
was at the same time invested with the government of Farss. 

Having, on the other hand, effected his retreat to Baghdid, Sheikh 


Hussun the Eyiekhanniim, who had lost two of his principal generals, 
Amtir MahommedEysskutligh, and Ameir Mussaufer Eynauk, in the 


late battle, proceeded without ceremony to deposefrom his iil-assorted 
honors, the passive and unimportant Jahaun Teymur, on the plea of in- 
capacity ; then collecting afresh an army of Arabs and Tartars he ad- 
vanced. in the soring of the seven hundred and fortv first of the Hid- 
jerah,* once more towards Azerbaijaun. In Zilhudje of the same 
year,t while Suliman Khaun and the Ameirs of his party were as- 
sembling at Oujaun to resist this new invasion, it happened that, on 
some suspicion of intended violence on the part of his nephew Sheikh 
Hussun, Ameir A'aughy the son of Tchobaun, should have adopted 
the sud.len resolution of withdrawing from the army of Suliman ; and 
in bis flight driving before him to the number of sixthousiiid horses, 
which lie had taken from the grounds where they had been left at pas- 
ture, his course unexpectedly led him through the vicinity of the spot, 
where the Eyiekhaunian lay encamped. Observing the enormous 
cloud of dust occasioned by the motion of such a number of horses, 


and conceiving that they were about to be attacked by an immense 
force of the enemy, the troops ofirkk were immediately struck with a 
panic ; and made the best of their way home again, without halting 
to undeceive themselves. To complete the series of fortunate 
events which appeared to favor the aggrandizement of this power- 
ful family, the troops of Togha Teymur Khaun which menaced the 
invasion of Irkk about the same period, in an opposite direction, un- 
der his brother, Sheik Ally K&wun, w'ere attacked and defeated by Me- 
iek Ashruf the son of Tejmur Taush, employed against them under 
the authority of the Tchobaunian. Sheikh Ally KIwun was killed 
some time afterwards, in an expedition against the Serbedaurians ; aad 
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A, H. 741. about the seven hundred and fifty second of the Hidjerah, long sub- 

A. D. 1341, sequent to the period under consideration, Togha Teymfir himself per- 

Ilal>eib-us- jn quarter, by the hand of Khaujah Yaheya Kerauvv 

se\T. * . * “ ^ 

oneofthe chiefs of that insurrection ; of which some notice has already 

been taken, in a collateral part of the compilation. 

Subsequent to the disclosure of the above fortunate train of circum 
stances, the Tchobaunian, accompanied by Sfiliman Khaun, conducted 
an army in the direction ofDiaurbekir, committing dreadful ravages in 
his course, particularly in the territory of Moush ; where he is described 
' to have burnt and destroyed the habitations and the harvests of the de- 
fenceless natives, without the exception of either Mahonimedan or 
infidel. On his arrival at Mardein, of which the governor submitted 
to his authority, he detached a division of the army, under his cousin 
german, Hadjy Beg the son of Ilussun Tchobauny, towards Baghdad, 
Here the tide of fortune appears to have turned against him. The di- 
vision under Hadjy Beg was entirely defeated by Amcir Ilussun the 
Eylekhaunian, assisted by Ameir Ally Jauffer, and Kara Hussuii, and, 
other chiefs of bis party. Rejoined at Mardein by the fugitives who 
escaped from this disaster, the Tchobaunian now directed his march 
northward across the Euphrates into Rume. where he unworthily sig- 
nalized his vengeance by the total destruction of every town in that 
province, which had the sli.ghtcst connection with the party of his rival i 
and having levied an enormous contribution in specie upon the opu- 
lent inhabitants of Erzerum, be then witlidrewinto Azerbaijaun, to take 
up his residence at Tebreiz. 

His attention was henceforward principally devoted to the super- 
iutendance of several public buildings, of which he had laid the foun- 
dation at that city, and in particular, of a college, -aiul convent for 
religious Mahoramedans, of great extent and magnificence, of which 
he lived to see the early completion. Having, however, dispatched 
another army into R^irae, under the personal direction of Suliman 
Khaun, assisted by Ameir YakubShab ; and the expedition terminat- 
ing in defeat and disgrace, the Tchobaunian conceived a suspicion of 
some treachery, or misconduct on the part of Yakfib Shah,aud imme- 
diately threw him into prison. It would appear, that an adulterous 
intercourse had forsome time subsisted bet ween this chief and ‘Ezzetmfi- 
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Ameir Sheikh Hassun; and the lady, apprehen-:iii:g that A. If. “W. 
her paramour had been imprisoned in consequence of the discovery 
of the intrigue, iramediatelv determined on the destruction of her hus- d-tii-iL-ui- 
band. She prevailed upon three oilier women of the haram to assist 
in theatrocious design ; which was successfully carried into execution, 
on the night of the twenty seventh of Hudjub of the seven hundred and 
forty fourth of the Hidjerah* in a way which singularly evinced the 
malignity of female revenge.f 

Having thus accomplished her perfidious design, this abandoned 
profligate, next morning privately fled the palace with her accompli- 
ces, and found means to conceal herself in one of the city baths ; and 
tlie dread of Sheikh Hussun’s severity deterring every one from ap- 
proaching the apartments of the women, without particular permis- 
sion, his death continued for two days unknown. On the third day, 
however, the officers of his train becoming impatient, a female attend- 
ant was employed to enquire why their chief had remained for so many 
(lays invisible ? The maid on entering the apartments, found the life- 
less body of the Tchobaunian, alone, the haram having been abandoned 
by all the ivomen ; and the circumstance was immediately announced 
to the Ameirs. After considerable search, the traitress and her ac- 
complices were discovered and secured; and by an ignominious death 
made some atonemen t, however inadeq uate, for the e norm i ty of the crime. 

The disordered fabric of the Persiangovernraent was now destined, 
in great part, to devolve to the rigid sway of Melek Ashrff the son 
of Teymur Taush ; a man whose tyrannical and sanguinary disposition 
is described to have made him equally feared and detested by friends 
and enemies. With his brother Sheikh Hussun he had lived on terms, 
alternately, of friendship and hostility ; and at the commencement of 
the year seven hundred and forty three, beingempbyed withabody of 
troops in the siege of Siiirauz, he thought fit to abandon bis designs 
in that quarter; and returning suddenly, to Sultaimiah, he there en- 
tered into engagements of close amity with his uncle Yaughy’’ Bausseiy, 
or Pausty, the son of Tchobaiin ; with whom he shortly afterwards 
retired to Baghdad, where they experienced from Sheikh Hussun tlie 
Eyiekliaunian, every proof of kindness and respect. 

* December 141!), 13 i3. + CmtriciioiK tfitka, 
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x: H. 9-1-145. From thence, however, they were soon compelled to remove hy the 
A. D. 134344. characteristic address of Sheikh Hussun the Tchobaunian, who had 
i!ubcib-as~ not then snffcrod through the treachery of his wife; and who found 
means through the intervention of one of the principal citizens, to 
persuade the Eylokhaunian, that the two chiefs had repaired to Bagh- 
dad, in reality wi th the concurrence of their relative, and in order to seize 
an opportunity of making away with his rival. The insidious repre- 
sentation found immediate credit with the Eylokhaunian; and he was 
concerting measures to secure the persons of the suspected refugees, 
when they became apprized of their danger, and very seasonably made 
their escape, Having through a thousand difficulties conveyed them- 
sdves to Ebhcr, south-east of Siiltauniali, tliey there learnt that Rhi- . 
ffit'lek the son of Eyaslaitlugh, with a numerous and splendid retinue, 
was encamped in the neighborhood, and they immediately determined 
on an attempt to surprise him. ATith the handful of desperate adven- 
turers by whom they were attended, they accordingly attacked the en- 
campment in the dead of night; and having killed tbccliief, and posses- 
sed themselves of a Very considerable booty, they made the best of 
their way to Isfahaun. At that place, by raising heavy contributions 
from the opulent inhabitants of the country, they were enabled to levy 
a numerous body of troops, with which they i)roceeded towards Shir- 
auz, at this period in possession of Sheikh Abu Ishauck Eynjii ; but 
when they had advanced within one stage of that city, the death of 
Ameir Sheikh Hussun the Tchobauniauj as recently described, was 
announced to them ; and on this, they returned witii their utmost ce- 
lerity into Azerbhijauii, 

It would appear that having, for reasons unexplained, put to death 
Ghouje Hdsseyne, the son of the elder Hussun T chobauuy, soon after 
the assasination of Ameir Sheikh Hussun Koutchek, Sulitnan Khaun 
suddenly withdrew towards Karabaugh, conferring the office oftheViz- 
zaurutoD Hadjy Hamzah, andTchobaun Akhtatchei, (the grand equer- 
ry, or master of the horse). He proceeded then to the enlargement of 
"Yakfib Shah, his collegue in the unsuccessful expedition into Rilme; 
but possessing, already, resources and influence far beyond the other 
Ameirs of the empire, that chief very early presumed to usurp an over- 
bearing predominance over the authority of his su perior, Hence, find- 
ing his'powerreduced to a cypher, Siiliman Khaun dispatched with* 
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ov.t delay to solicit the support of Mdek Ashruf and Amei; Ya”:.T,y ; A. H. 7*'.. 
and this was the communication which suspended :he design agaiost 
Shirauz,aad hastened their return into Irak and Azerbaijaun. They 
leached Sultauniah on the first day cf the new year,* prosecuting their 
march shortly afterwards, for Tebr..dz. 

Pending these circumstances. Ameir Seyurghaun. or Seyiir Aci, for 
the name is thus iniJisosiminately exiiibited, who had been confined 
in the castle of Khrahessaur, in Ruine,by the direction ofhisnephew 
the lute Sheikh Hussun Tekobaunv, contrived to cut off the governor 
cf the place ; and liavl ng equ i p ped hi mself. and those who joined hi m, f;o;n 
the stores wdiicb that fortress furnished in vast abundance, was also 
approaching Tebreiz. On intelligence of his design, the Ameirs Yau- 
gliy and Melek Ashrufhastened to meet, and to render all the testimo- 
nies of respect and zeal that they conceived to be due to their illustri- 
ous relative. From Mamouriah, where the first interview took pi icc. 
they c:nducted t'ue prince to Kouktehehpeyker, a summer palace 
erected by Ameir Tchobaan ; where they remained for a period of 
two months, totally engaged in a course of testivitiesand amusements, 
which did not, however, prevent the party from becoming every day 
more formidable in reputation and strength. 

After flattering himself with the expectation that the elder Ameirs, 
whom he had invited to his support, would have readily submitted to 
his authority, Suliman Khaun was considerably mortified to discover 
that his interest formed so trivial a part of their consideration ; and 
he witiidrew, on the first opportunity, into Diaurbekir, his minister 
Hadjy IJamzah, with Gheyaiith-ud-dein Slaliommed Ally Sliahy, 
and Emmaiid-ucl-dein Seranv, quitting him to join Melelc Ashruf. 
Nevertheless, in the hope that he should be able to engage the party 
in hostilities among themselves, Emma«d-ud-dein, one of these, ven- 
tured to adopt the following expedient. Having left his tents and 
equipage all standing, he suddenly presented himself to Ameir 
Seyurghaun, and Yanghy Pausty, and announced to them that Melek 
Ashruf, who w'as encamped at the distance of a league or two, was 
secretly arming his troops, with the ilesign of attacking them by sur- 
prise. Tile two chiefs upon this, proceeded without delay to prepare 
their followers to repel the perfidious attempt; while Melek Ashruf 
on his part, alarmed about midnight by a counter-report, that Lis kins- 

* May 14111,1314. 
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A. H. 745. men were in motion to circumvent him, stood also to his defence. At 
A, D. 1344. (.j^g return of day, Melek Ashrufsent to demand the occasion of all this 
Habeib-us- uproar, since, with the Persian empire yet to conquer, it 

appeared rather premature to dispute about the division. He was ac- 
quainted in reply with the nature of the intelligence communicated 
by Emmaud-ud-dein; to which having solemnly averred that there ex- 
isted not the slightest foundation, he further demanded that the incen- 
diary should be immediately conveyed to his presence, as the surest 
means of restoring that harmony which he had so maliciously endea- 
voured to destroy. Emmaud-ud-dein was accordingly conducted to 
the camp of Melek Ashruf, by whom he was immediately put to death. 
The three chiefs then proceeded together to Tebreiz. 

This coalition was, however, not destined to be of any stability or 
duration. For the inhabitants of Tebreiz exhibiting for the Ameirs 
Scyurghaun and Yaughy Pausty, as the immediate issue of Ameir 
Tchobaun, far more distinguished marks of respect, than they seemed 
. disposed to yield to Melek Ashruf, who was only the grandson of that 
illustrious chief, the jealousy of the nephew w'as excited ; and he re- 
movedindispleasurefromTebrciztoaplacecalledSehend. Whenhehad, 
for some time, continued to reside at this place, he either received, or 
affected to have received, intelligence that his relatives were at last seri- 
ously engaged in adesign to attack him,onaparticularnight. On which he 
armedinearnest,andaccompaniedbyoneofhissurvivingbrothersmarch- 
ed straight forTebreiz. Learning, however, on his approach that the ob- 
jects of his vengeance had decamped in the night for Khoui, he pro- 
ceeded without delay in pursuit of them ; and having arrested their 
retreat on the plain of Aanabad, he there brought them to battle, and 
in a conflict of considerable obstinacy; entirely defeated them. 

Ilissuperioritybeing completely established by the defeat and flight 
'of the Ameirs Seyurghaun, and Yaughy, Melek Ashruf took up his 
quarters for the present; at a station called Titeil ; where he thought 
rTontePerso* **■ ^ bestow the sovereign dignity, now extenuated into a 

jengueizians, mere shadow, on a prince of the name of Noushirvauu, allied to the 
monarch of Keptchauk, on whom he conferred at the same time the 
title ofUl Audel — the just. Soon after this he extended his power 
throughout the territory of Arran, and the whole of Azerbkijaun ; but 



of the individual whom he thus nominally raised to the royal authority, a. h. 
and who may beconsidoi-.u as taebf. ib-rsiaa miaaryas o; A. D, 
luCc ol uLimucia, litt^o la/iaar aypcars to iiavo rwa'rnod VjOsttiitv* IIjJ'j 

Ilavina clTuctcd lU-i; it.-apn from the lata lattlo to a station called 
B,!!;;!;, the Ameirs Yai’.dy Bausstty and S.;yL.rihaiin, on the other 
kiid, dispatched twov.rso;;? uoin thence, to sue for an accommoda- 
tion « itii tiioir nephew : who expressed himself, on his part, extremely 
well disposed to accede to their wishes, at the same time that he urged 
the necessity of their presence on the spot, to share with him in the 
fatigues of government. Seyargliaun could not prevail with himselj- 
to repose any connde.'ice ia these professions ; but retirinrinto Diar- 
bekir, was tiiere ultimatJy destroyed by Sheikh Hussun the Eyle- 
khaunian. iriiile Ameir Yaughy, venturing to commit his destiny to 
thediscretionofMeiek Ashrnf, wasshortlyaftervvards made away with, 
by means that were never disclosed. 

Mebk Ashrufnow conceived himself at liberty to indulge, without 
restraint, iu his violent and cruel propensities. In the seven hundred 
and forty sixth ofthe Hidjerah, he seized his brother MelekXusser, and 
confined him to an iron cage ; and in the year following, in addition to 
the miseries already inflicted upon her by the iron hand of Ashruf, 
the city of Tebreiz was visited by a dreadful pestilence; which ban- 
ished from that place, and from the greater part of Azerbaijaun, all who 
possessed the means of securing a tolerable reception in otliercountries, 
beyond the reach of the oppressor. 

in the spring of seven hundred and forty eight,* at the head of a 
powerful army, the tyrant proceeded to invade the territories, in Ara- 
bian Irak, under the authority of Sheikh Hussun the Eyiekhaunian, 
and laid siege to the metropolis of Baghdad ; his antagonist being un- 
able to keep the field against him. Finding, however, after some time, 
that the enterprize was accompanied with difficulties which he was 
not prepared to surmount, or, according to others, being seized with 
alarming apprehensions in another quarter, Ashruf determined to raise 
the siege; and in consequence of such determination, soon afterwards 
withdrew into Azerbaijamu 

Three years afterwards, namely, ia the seven hundred and fifty first 
ofthe Hidjerah, t he marched with fifty thousand horse to invest Isfa-^ 
•A.D.m?. tA.D.im 
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A. H. 751-5-2, hauQ ; which he found, however, so vigorously protected against his 
A. D. 1350-51. by tbe courage and circumspection of the Ameirs Nhdjm-ud- 

Ilabeib-us- gbaujah Mahmud, who commanded on the part of Ameir 

Abu Ishauck Aynjh, that after asiege of fifteen days, he consented to 
a treaty of peace : the Isfahaunians agreeing on their part, to include 
the name of the pageant Noushirvaun in the Khotbah, to pay down 
tlie sum of two thousand dinaurs of gold, (a sum of no great magnitude 
for such a city) and to send out what w'as equivalent to one hundred 
thousand more, the produce of their most esteemed manufactories. Sa- 
tisfied with theseconcessions,Melek Ashruf returned into Azerbkijaun. 

lie is now said to have abandoned all further views of conquest, and 
to have transferred his abode to the town of Rebbcia Reshidy ; whither, 
after causing it to be surrounded by a ditch and rampart, he directed the 
whole of the inhabitants ofTehreiz and the neighborhood, excepting 
perhaps such as w'ere attached to the religious establishments, to be 
removed ; and the new town soon exhibited,in consequence, a popu- 
lation which in multitude, far surpassed the bounds of credibility. 

The murders and confiscations of which this tyrant had been guilty 
towards all classes of the people, not excepting even bis own nearest 
relatives, had, how’cver, been carried to an extent so grievous and op- 
pressive, that his mind became at last the abode of the most gloomy 
apprehensions. The light was excluded from the apartment which 
he usually inhabited, Theiiiost extraordinary precautions wereadopted 
with respect to what he eat and drank. Sheep and poultry were kil- 
led in his own presence, and the water brought for his use was 
poured into china jars under his own inspection ; and five thousand 
guards selected for the purpose were perpetually on duty in his palace. 
Last of all, an iron chain hung round with bells, to whiph he gave. the 
name of the chain of justice, was suspended to the entrance of his 
chamber of state ; in order that by putting the hells in motion, such as 
sought redress of injury might make their complaints immediately 
known to him. Conceiving perhaps at the same time, that his appre- 
hensions might be in some measure alleviated by the soft endearments 
of beauty, he, in the course of the seven hundred and fifty second of 
the Hidjerah,* espoused the daughter of the prince of Mardein ; but 
after Solemnizing his nuptials withextraordinary magnificence, he con* 

•A. D. 1331. 





ceived at the first interview an aversion for his bride, and never saw a. 
her afterwards. ^ 

A reprcsciit':tbn of the acciimuhtcd vrlir..*? and oppres^ioriS cf the 
tpr.nit was, at length, conveyed to .L‘.!.5.ty Bt-,' Ivht.in or Iveotebink, 
the rDei;i’.m of the Kauzy of lieruya ; and tint monarch. ;.i the 
couisc of the sevoa hundred and fifty seventh of tiiell; ijerah,* wa? ■ni 
his march towards Azerhaijaiin. 11 wing ascertained the troth of tills 
iateiligciive, }iLdek Ashritf, after a seclusion ct several years, isrcei 
fioiu the tiates of his favorite abode, and fonneJ an encampment at the 
Station of filiabbeghaazan : his treasure, and jewels, and the most va- 
lualiC of his effects, having been nreviouslv conveyed, bv a train of 
one thoiisand careefs, and four hundred mules, towards Oujaan. But, 
finding that Jauny Beg was much nearer at hand, than his iiaioraation 
had led him to expect, his fears increased upon him to a degree of per- 
turbation; and charging two of his confidential domestics, Khaujaii 
l-iili, and Shukher Khauzea, to conduct the women and his treasures, 
by the pass of Mezeid, to the well, or r.s.’rvoir, of Kluujali lleshid, 
he proceeded himself in the direction of Oajaun ; the domestics b^iug 
instructed toremain in their retreat, until thev should hear that he was 
triumpliaiit over his enemies, in which case they were to return to 
Tebreiz. Otherwise, they wore to make the best of their way towards 
Khowi, north-east of the hike of Van. Having thus far provided for 
the security of all that was most valuable, Ashrufpitched his cdmpby 
the side of the Mehranroud ; detaching Aukhy Jouk, and other Auieirs, 

M ith the main body of his troops, and abundantly supplied with arms 
and treasure, towards Oujaun, After this, with two thousand of his 
household troops and domestics, he took post apart from danger on 
a range of hills, soraewJiere in the vicinity, to await the issue of the 
impending contest. 

Until convinced, by the evidence of their own senses, of the over- 
whelming force led on by Jauny Beg, and of the impracticability of such 
an attempt, the generals of Ashruf had, on first assembling at Ou- 
jaun, formed apian of surrounding the 0 Uzbeks. But they no sooner 
viewed the formidable array, and vast multitudes of the invaders, than 
all their bolder plans gave way to the despair of effectual resistance ; 
and they immediately dispersed in every possible direction. Melek 
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Ashf uf, on the hills where he had taken post, was soon apprized of this, 
prelude to the consummation of his destiny. He returned immedi. 
ately to Shubbeghaiizan ; and having rested there for one night, he 
continued his retreat towards the pass, within which he had directed 
his domestics with their sacred charge, to await his instructions. In 
themeantimehe was forsaken by thewholeof bis attendants, two Georg, 
ian slaves excepted, with whom he reached the spot where he expected 
to find his family. But on intelligence of the fatal reverse in their 
masters’s fortune, the men, towhom he had consigned the precious de- 
posit of all that remained valuable 'to him, proceeded to pillage his ef- 
fects,and to set the women at large. The cruel disclosure that thus 
awaited him at the w^ell ofReshid could not contribute to revive Irii 
hopes; and he finally directed his trembling st'fps towards Khowijfor- 
merly mentioned. On the way to that place, he ventured to solicit 
a few hours’ repose at the residence of a certain Sheikh Mahoramed 
Balektchei, perhaps Bilkby, who received him with every outward 
demonstration of respect and kindness ; but who, at the same moment, 
dispatched a message to the Khaun ofKcptchauk, to acquaint him with 
the retreat of his unhappy guest. 

The person of Ashriif was iraraecliately secured by an officer employed 
for the purpose by the Ouzbek monarch, and he was uow conducted 
a prisoner to Tebreiz ; where, from the terraces of their houses, the 
inhabitants cast ashes on his head, and otherwise treated him with 
every mark of indignation and insult, in return for the multiplied of- 
pressions which he had accumulated upon them. The ensuing day 
he was conveyed to Oujaun, to the presence of .Tauny Beg Khaun ; 
whose first and only question on his approach was, “ wherefore he had 
“ desolated the noble countries placed at his discretion by the indul- 
“ geiice of a capricious fortune ?” To which he replied, that the evils 
ascribed to him had been perpetrated without his concurrence, by the 
agents of bis government. Jnuny Beg tlreii quitted Oujaun, and en- 
camped on the banks of the Hushtroud ; where he caused the wretched 
Ashruf shortly afterwards, to atotre with his blood, for the crimes 
committed either by himself, or under the sanction, of his authority. 
His head was conveyed toTebreiz, and suspended to the raven mosque 
a.t that city. Jauny Beg followed at; his convenience, and, en,te- 



k-; at tlie head of ten theu'and troop®, took up his auode iu the r. .l.e 
of the Fucccisors of Hulsuki. in the same metropolis. Haviuj then 
veste-J the government of the conquered countries ir. his son Dui'.ly 
Deg Kijaun, he finally returned towards the Toh'c : tali!::; with Lina 
the greater part of the treasures, together with a son and daughter, of 
t-.e tyrant Ashruf. 

TliOse concluding events appear to have taken place during the seven 
hundred and fifty eiglith of the IILtijerah, under which we have accord- 
ingly ventured to class them. 

Not lonsr after his return into Keptclsauk, Jauny Beg Khaun repi=ed 
from all his cares in the chamber of death ; and this event reqr.irin? 
■the presence of Berdy Beg tosecure the throne of his ancestors, the pro- 
vince of Azerbaii-auii was immediatelv abandoned to its iate. An 
onnoTtunitv tiius occurred of which Aukliv Joule, the chief recently 
adverted to, did not neglect to avail himself; and he accordingly hast- 
ened, with the assistance of the relatives of ilelek Ashruf and the 
friends of the family, to take possession of Tebreiz. Of that city, and 
ef the territory of Azerb&ijaun depending upon it, he appears to have 
made hmself master without difficulty; after which* committing the 
subordinate administration of the government to the discretion of Em- 
maud-ud-dein .Mahmud the Kernmimian, and Abu Bukker the son 
of Ally the Jilaunmn, he kindled afresh the devouring flames of op- 
pression and violence, and restored, in all its iniquitous forms and prac- 
tices, the hated-system of the tyrant Ashruf. 

Siiltan Aweiss, the son of Ameir Sheikh llussun Biizurg, second of 
the Eylekhauriians. 

After having, for many years, maintained himself in independent 
power, over Baghdad, and the territory adjoining to the Tigris, Sheikh 
llussun the Eylkhaunian, notunfrequently entitled Sheikh Hassun 
Bfizurg — the greater, appears to have died a natural death some time 
in the course of the seven huntlred and fifty seventh of the llidj; vili ; on 
whiclithe chiefs attached tohisgoveniment concurred jnbestow'iiigtbe 
diadem and authority of the father, on Sultan Aweiss, his eldest son by 
Dilshaiid Kbautun, the daughter of Teymdr Tausb, and sister of his 
inveterate rival Sheikh Hussun Tebobauny. This prince th^n su'e- 
eeeded to his fathei’s government in Rudjub of the year sever, hundred. 
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and fifty seven ;* and he proved, according to our author, without exag. 
geration of language, a just and humane sovereign, the father of his peo, 
pie, and the liberal encourager of genius and learning in every shape. 
Aided by the fame of his virtues, he experienced therefore but little 
difficulty in reducing to his authority, in a very short space of time, 
the whole of Irak Ajem, with Azerbhijaun and Arran ; and in reco- 
vering, at least, the western provinces of the Persian empire, from that 
abject state of misery to which they had fallen, under the flagitious 
tyranny of its recent oppressors. 

In the spring of the seven hundred and fifty ninth of the Ilidjcrah, 
when it was well ascertained that Berdy Beg IChaun had returned into 
Keptchauk, and that Aukhy Joule had made himself master of Azer- 
baijaun on his departure, Siiltan Aweiss quitted his capital of Bagh- 
dad, at the head of a numerous and formidable army, and directed his 
march for Tebreiz. In some part of the intervening mountainous fron- 
tier, hew'as resolutely opposedby Aukhy Jouk ; and a conflict of two 
days ensued between the hostile chiefs, on the former of which nei- 
ther pretended to claim the victory ; but, on the second day, the Sul- 
tan succeeded in driving his adversary from the field ofbattle. Aukhy 
Jouk retired towards Tebreiz' closely followed by his conqueror; to 
whom on his approach, he abandoned that metropolis, without resis- 
tance, continuing his own retreat towards Nakhtchuaun. SAltan Aw- 
eiss entered Tebreiz shortly afterwards, and took up his quarters in the 
palace of the Reshidian family; where he received the submission of 
the Ameirs of the, party of Ashruf, These he treated, at first, with 
distinguished kindness; but at the expiration ofa few days conceiving 
some suspicion of treachery, he condemned not less than forty seven of 
them, during the sacred month of Ramzaun,* to perish by the sword 
of the executioner. A remnant escaped, however, to join Aukhy 
Jouk, with whom they next proceeded from Nakhtchhaun to lUrabaugb. 

Not long after this, Ameir Ally Peiltun was detached by Shltan 
Aweiss, to crush the designs of the enemy. But, in consequence of 
some secret discontent which he harboured against his employer, this 
commander either through treachery or criminal misconduct, suffered 
himself to be defeated; and theSdltan was compelled, by the consternati- 
on which followed among his troops, to abandon Azerb&ijaun, and-return 

•July, 1355. 
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toBaglidy. Hence,Aukhy Jcukfound himseifin asituatioraorepcs- A. K. 7ue-Q. 

sess himself once more, of that devoted province, and to resume at k'.- 
sure liis plans of oppression and violence. 

In the spring of seven hundred and sixty,* he ^7as, however, assailed 
from another quarter, and finally driven from Tebreiz, by Mubaurez- 
ud-dein ilahommed of the race of MuzufiFur, with the armv of Shir- 
auz. He now separated from the associates of bis turbulent designs, 
and took sanctuary with a certain devotee ofthenameof Suddur-ud- 
dein Kebaun, whom he had adopted as his spiritual father. Some time 
afterwards, Sultan Aweiss recovered Azerbaijaun, on the retreat of the 
Shirauzian; and prevailed upon him, by a promise of indulgent and li- 
beral treatment, to quit his asylum, and repair to the presence. But, 
when he had continued forsome time toenjoy the advantages of the .Sul- 
tan’s humane protection, hecould notbewithheldfromcnteringafresh, 

V. .th A;ly Pelltua, and Juiiaul-ud-dmn the Kazvinian, intoaconspir- 
aoy to subvert the government of his protector ; and the design being 
discovered to the Sultan, by the Sheikh Suddur-ud-dein recently al- 
luded to, Aukhy Jouk and his accomplices were immediately con- 
demned to die for their ingratitude. 

To omit the recital of some events of little moment, which distin- 
guished the intervening period, the narrative maybe suffered to pass 
without much injury to the subject, to the seven hundred and sixty 
fifth of the Hidjerah ;t when Rhaujah llerjan, who conducted the 
governmentof Baghdad, as the lieatenant of Sultan Aweiss, ventured 
to exalt the standard of rebellion against the authority of his superior. 

The Sultan marched without delay to chastise the disobedience of bis 
refractory vassal, who appeared at first disposed, to Irazard a eonflict 
in the field ; but the banners of his master no sooner met his view, 
than he conceived himself abundantly fortunate to make good his 
retreat, behind the wails of Baghdad, after destroying the bridge of 
the Tigris-I The day lollowing, however, calculating on the distin- 
juished moderation* and clemency of his offended sovereign, he threw 
epen the gates, and dispatched the whole of the principal and most res- 

• 1359 . + 186 . 3 . 

tTbi', with jimilar passages in otberpartsoftheorigiaaJ, le'l the translator to coaceke 
hattfcecitv ofBaghdid, mast still have lain dn the aesfem bank efthe Tigris, ;ckc, where 
Jis uliiity of destroying the bridge on that river ^ 
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pectable inhabitants to meet and conduct the Sftltan in triumph, into 
the city. Sfiltan Aweiss had the magnanimity to realize the expect- 
ations, by pardoning the offences of this audacious and ungrateful rebel. 

Having devoted a period of eleven months to a variety of amuse- 
ments at BaghcKid, Sultan Aweissconferred the government of that place 
on Sultan Shah liis treasurer, and proceeded towards Mosshle ; which 
he succeeded in wresting from the possession of the brother of Behram 
Khaujah the TCirkmau. From Mossule, he continued his march up- 
wards to the plains of Mousli, where lie gave battle to the same Beh- 
ram Khaujah, who is described as the uncle of the afterwards cele- 
brated KilraYfissuf; and having carried pillage and desolation through 
all the possessions of the tribe, that of the Kkakuynlh, or black wea- 
thers, he returned by the route of Kfirakeleissia, or the black churches, 
to the metropolis of Tebreiz. 

Wliile the Sultan was absent at Baghdad on this occasion, Melek 
K^wus the son of Keykobaud, prince of Shirvaun, whose descendants 
retained a considerable share of distinction even to the days in which 
the author composed his history,* embraced the opportunity to make 
twosuccessive incursiousinto the territory of Karabaugh ; from whence 
he transported the greater part of the popu lation into his own country. 
On his return into Azerbhijaun,-]' the Shltan, on intelligence of these 
repeated acts of aggression, resolved to employ his minister Behram 
Beg, with other distinguished chiefs, to chastise the insolence of the 
aggressoigand finally to reduce Shirvaun, The troops ofSultau Aweiss 
entered the province accordingly in great force, Melek Kkwus retiring 
before them into, or within the range of, the strong holds of his coun- 
try. When the invading generals had continued, however, for a period 
of three mouths, to harass his dominions in every direction, vuthout 
evincing inanyshapea disposition to withdraw, theprince of Shirvaun, 
considering that if he did not contrive by a seasonably submission, to 
avert the mischief, his country must be finally ruined, adopted the 
hazardous resolution of delivering his person into the hands of Behram 
Beg; by whom he was immediately conveyed in fetters to the pre- 
sepce-of his sovereign. After an imprisonment of three months, bis 
confidence in the liberality of his adversary, Was justified by a restorfi* 
tion to the government of his native and hereditary dominion, 

* The early partof the sixteenth century of the Christian «ra, ■ t A. D. 1364 
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From tliis period to the seven hundred and seventy first of the Hid- A. 
jerah. the only events rerorded by the historian, are the deaths of Arae'r ''* 
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lowiij? year, Ameir V/rdiy, ’.vho, oa the assassination of To^ha Tev- 
mur Khann. had possessed himself of the territory of Jurjaun adjoiniug 
to the soiitli-east an^ie of the Caspian, discovering soaie designs hostile 
to the authority of Sultan Aweiss. the latter proceeded in force to- 
^vards that quarter. I:i an obstinate conflict which took place in the 
territory of iley. Ameir Wally was totally defeated by the Eylkliaun- 
ian ; who pursued his routed troops without intermission, aad with 
great slaughter, all the way to Semnaun, At that place the Sultan 
relinquished the pursuit, and, having conferred the government ofRey 
upon K iitl ug Shah, returned into Azerbaijaun. T wo years afterwards, 
on the departure of Kiiiiug Shah for IsKdiaun, the same govermnent 
was vested in Aade! Aga, of whom much will occur in the subsequent 
pages ; but ofwhom, for the present, it will be sufficient to state, that 
he was the same person referred to, by the historians of these times, 
under the designati .n of Saurek Aadel ; that he commenced his c i- 


reer as superintendant of the arsenal ; after which, becomingenrolled 
in the train ofShliman Begum, the foster mother of Sultan Aweiss, 
he gradually attained to the most important goveroraents under the 
Eylkhaunian monarchs. 

During the seven hundred aad seventy third of the Ilidjerah, is men- 
tioned the death of Ameir Zauhed, the brother of Sflitan Aweiss; who 


fell from the terrace of the palace ofOujaun, in a fit of intoxication, and 
was killed on the spot. In the course of the same year, Ameir W ully 
appeared before the gates of Sfiwah. which he attacked and carried by 
assault. Mubaurek Shah the governor, after concealing himself for 
some days, finally secured the protection of Jiie conqueror, by present- 



A. H. ::3-76. ing him with his daughter, a maid of singular beauty and attractions. 

A. D- 1371-74. XheJurjaunianwithclrewsliortlyafterwardstohisown province. Melfek 
Habeib-«s- dying in the course of theyear seven hundred and seventy three, 

the country of Shirvaun was bestowed on his son Hoshung; who had 
accepted of some employment under the authority of SdltauAweiss-., 
The government of BaghdM was consigned' to Khaujah Serour, on 
the death of Khaujah Merjan, towards the eonclusion of the seven 
hundred and seventy fifth of the Hidjerah ; and in seven hundred 
and seventy six, that part of the city which lay al'ong the Tigris, being 
overwhelmed by an extraordinary inundation of the river,' near forty 
thousand of the inhabitants perished among the ruins,. Khaujah Ser- 
our is said to have been so deeply affected by this unforeseen calamity, 
as to have died of grief ; on which his government was transferred to 
Wejeiah-ud-dein Ismaeil, the sonof N:ejeib-ud-deiii the Vezzeir. 

Towards the end of the latter Rebbeia of the same year, the 77()th of 
the Hidjerah,* Sultan Aweiss was attacked by a severe and dangerous, 
disorder, from which he never recovered. According to, the relation 
of Hauffez Abrifl,, he had been apprized of the period of his death for 
three months previous to the attack which produced it; and he had in 
consequence, made every arrangement preparatory to the awful crisis, 
even to his shroud and coffin. The symptoms of his approaching dis- 
solution became, at last, sufficiently visible to all,, and the Ameirsand 
officers of his court assembled round the pillow of their amiable sover- 
eign, to receivehis dying iustruclions,. The Sultan expressed a desire 
that the succession to the supreme power, should be considered to have' 
devolved to his son Hflsseyae, and the government of Baghdy and, 
western Ir^k to Sheikh Huss un ; but, as thelatter was the cider brother, 
heleft them to decide, whether he would submit to such an arrange- 
ment. The courtiers considering this a sufficient warrant fbr their 
proceedings, hastened to secure the person of Hussun, whom they 
immediately threw into imprisonment. The SAUan breathed his last, 
on the night of the second of the latter Jummaudy ;:]• and the devoted 
Hussun was the same night, dispatched, to accompany the spirit of his 
father. 

SAltan Husseyne, the son of Aweiss, third of the Eylkhaunian^*^ 
• September, X37'l, t November 7tb, 1374,. 



The succession thus secured to him by the assassination of his elder H, T78-7T. 

brothfr, S-'ltM Hisscyne ascended the throne of Tehr.riz without op- 

position. :;tixed:.irelr confirmin'^ to the several Am-irs, the honors 
* ' * * s&vr* 

2 i/i cppointineuts which they had held under the antbority of his fa- 


ti.'-r : and, if the adva’Jt'oocs of a person uncommonly handsome, andof 
eloquence to cemmanu universal esteem and obedience, had been suf- 
ficient to ensure a prosperous and splendid reija, the nsvv monarch 
is described to have possessed these qualifications in a very eminent 
decree- 
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Lariy tn the sprino of the seven hundred and seventy seventh of the 
TTi ’ jtr.‘h, Sultan Ilusseyne conducted a force against the possessions 
cf Behram Khaujah, and Kara Mahommed, the Turkmans ; who had 
Ly this time established tliemselvcs at Arjis, or Arjish, and in the 
territory adjoining, north westward, to the lake ofVan. Having wit- 
nessed the successive reduction of many of their castles, the Turk- 
inan chiefs, finally submitted to a itreaty, under which they engaged, 
by way of tribute, to furnish the Sfiltan with an annual supply of 
twenty thousand sheep. In the course of the same year he was, how- 
ever defeated with great loss, at Jermaukhan, by Shah Shfijia, the son of 
ilahommed of the race of MuzufiPur, the Shirauzian, and compelled to 
fly to Baghdad. But when he had continued, for a period of about 
three months, to enjoy the fruits of his victory at Tebreiz, Shah Shujia 
being recalled to Sbirauz, to oppose the hostile designs of his brother 
Yaheya, Sultan Husseyne hastened to avail himself of the opportu- 
nity to regain his capital. 

Subsequent to this, for some time at least, the Sfiltan appears to have 
resigned himself to his pleasures ; and removing from Tebreiz to Ou- 
jauD, he fixed his permanent residence at the latter place, inviting 
Aadel Aga from Sultauniah to take upon himself the entire manage- 
ment of the government ; and this the latter accordingly proceeded to 
exercise with unlimited controul. 

Such a delegation of authority proved, however, as had been exper- 
ienced on a variety of former occasions, the source of serious discoa' 
tent among the Ameirs ; and a combination was soon concerted among 
them to ruin the minister. In order to assist in the execution of their 
design, they undertook to recal from Syria, whither he had been ban- 
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ished for life by the Sultan, a certain Kauzy Sheikh Ally ; and soon 
after the return of this person, they proceeded in the course of some 
public discussion of affairs, to declare to Aadel Aga, that although they 
had hitherto acquiesced without remonstrance in the authority which 
he had been chosen to exercise, they were now come to a resolution 
no longer to submit to it, The Aga replied, with apparent unconeeni, 
that they were perfectly at discretion to judge for themselves; and 
immediately quitting the assembly repaired to his own mansion, and 
from thence, without giving them time to deliberate on their further 
plans, made the best of his way to Shltauniab. The factious chiefs 
repented, when too late, that they had suffered an adversary so dan- 
gerous to escape the toils ; and they employed- an agent to endeavor, 
by every concession in their power to make, to prevail upon him to 
return. The minister was, however, not to be iiiuposed upon by pro- 
fessions so insidious, and continued his journey without remission, 
until -he reached the plain under the walls ofSultauniali. Soon after 
he had thus escaped from his enemies, he gave protection, to Shah 
Munsflr; who had fled from Shiraiiz to avoid the resentment of his bro- 
ther Shah Sluijia ; and he obtained the government of Haniaclauii for 
the fugitive. 

Shltan Hhsseync, under considerable alarm with respect to tlie ul- 
timate views of his Ameirs, on the flight of Aadel Aga, availed him- 
self of the pretence of a ride to the country, to withdraw as suddenly 
from Oujaun, and to hasten willrall the celerity of wliicli he was- ca- 
pable, to Tebreiz ; where he immediately prepared to- defend himself,, 
by barricading the streets and entrances into the town. On the elope- 
ment of the Shltan, the seditious nobles threw off all fiirtlicr restraint; 
and having distributed the contents of the treasury and arsenals among 
their followere, proceeded straight for B-.iglulhd, 1 n tlie mean time, in- 
telligence of their movements was. early conveyed by the Sultan to 
Aadel Aga; and they were pursued by that minister, accompanied by 
Shah Munstir the Shrrauzian, without delay, at the head of five thous- 
and horse. They were overtaken by the advanced guard- of these 
troops under Shah Munsur, at the station of Althnkoua. ; and part of 
them having dispersed for safety, the remai nder claimed- the protection 
of Munsur, who. unguardedly promised them their lives. liauBy 
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Sheikli Ally and oikers of the discffectod Anitir?. mu'i liad iLuj;;;;- A. 
rendered themselves, were now conducted to the camp of AaJei Asa, 
who immediately hastened in clnrqc of tlic-mtowarth Tcbrei^, Wir-n H; 
he rwicLef] Merausbali, on the way tothatmetropslis, ia consequence 
of a letter from tlie Siiitan written in letters of gold with his own hand, 
ti.e minister, however, in spite of the most serior.> remonstrances on 
the part of Shah Munsur, who had pledged himself for their personal 
safety, directed tlie whole of the prisoners to he put to death : with 
the exception of the factious Kauzy, who contrived to redeem himself 
horn the sword of the executioner, at the expence of one hundred to- 
rnauns.* Shah Munsur immediately withdrew to Ilamadaun, highly 
c'Jendeu at the disregard with which his intercession in behalf of the 
ithellious Ameirs, had been thus treated ; while Aadei Aga continued 
his march to Teimeiz, where additional favors awaited him from the 
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gratitude of his sovereign. 

Or. the death of Kliaujab Serour, Ameir Ismaeii, the son of the Vez- 
zeir Zekkareia, had, as formerly noticed, succeeded to the government 
of Baghdad. Having, however, by his indiscriminate advancement 
of individuals of low birth and vicious morals, given considerable oS. 
fence to Sliahzadah Sheikh Ally the son of Sultan Avveiss, who rcw 
sided there at this period in a private capacity, Ameir Ismaeil was 
unexpectedly, attacked on his way to the principal mosque, oneFriday 
in the 7S2d of the llidjfrah, and assassinated, by the man who bore 
bisquiver; and his uncic, ia endeavoring to assist him against the mur- 
derer, shared his fate. The assassin and his accomplices hastened 
immediately to the presence of the Shabzadah to annoiiace what had 
passed; without, however, obtaining credit for their intbmiation, until 
they had returned for tlie head of the fallen chief, which was then sus- 
pended to the end of abeam in the walls of his own palace. On this 
subject, it is described as a remarkable circumstance, that while he 
was one day superintending the progress of the building, a carpenter 
was about to cut off the end of this very beam, because it projected 
tlirough the wall ; wheulsmaeil himself interposed with iheobservatioii 

, • Thcrewould bccoasiilcrable ditficuUy iu rloeiiling what this uiyit Rmoimt to. Tbe 
tOKaun jf the present (lay, (179!)} is estiiimted at about tJarty half muus. But the ti»- 
Biaiin taken at ten thnusaucl, wnuhi uake the sum one rniiliun ; vdiflher of diuaiirs i.j: uir, 
lenis, must yet be douhtl'uL T. 
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that it might one time or other, serve some such purpose as that to winch 
it was now applied, little dreaming that he was unconsciously prognos- 
ticating the fate of his own head. 

When these proceedings became known at Tehreiz, SMtan Husseyne 
yielded with a good grace to confer the government of Baghcl^ upon 
his brother ; assuring him in the letters which accompanied the jiatent 
of investiture, that he could not entertain tlic slightest objection to his 
assuming the authority which had thus incidentally fallen to him ; he 
should onlyrecommend it as a measure of expedience, that some noble- 
man of rank and talents might be retained about his person, in order 
to superintend the discipline of the soldiery, and watch over tlic peace' 
and tranquillity of the people at large ; and for this object, any per- 
son of that class whom he thought fit to name, should be immediately 
directed to nttond his orders. The agent employed to convey ihesp 
dispatches, returned to his master highly gratified with the reception 
which he had experienced from the Slmlizadah ; although the latter 
proceeded to exercise his own discretion, in liis choice of the officers 
of his gpvermnent; bestowing the charge ofthe Vizzaurut upon Abdul- 
nu'dek Tfimghatcliei, and raising the murderers of Ameirlsmueil to the 
most distinguished appointments under his authority. 

Finding, however, on expcricuce, that his affairs derived but little 
advancement from the .exertions of such men as these, Sheikh Ally at 
-^ast directed his views towards Peir Allv Baiulok, the governor of 
Shushtw' on the part of Siiah Slu'gia the Shirauzian ; who had for- 
merly served among his stipendiaries, and whom he now invited to 
Baghdad. Pcir Ally gladly accepted the invitation, and was invested 
by the Shahzkdah on his arrival, with the iiucoiitrouled administratioa 
cf the government ; and he succeeded in a sliort time, in reducing the 
whole of Arabian Irak under the authority of his employer. 

This was an extension of power, that did not e.xactly square with 
the views of Sultan Husseyne and his minister; and, accordingly, as 
soon as he had assembled and equipped a sufficient force forthe expe- 
dition, that prince proceeded, in the spring of the seven hundred and 
eighty second ofthe Hidjerah,* towards Baghdiid. ShalizHdah Sheikh 
Ally>, and his minister abandoned the place, at his approach, without 
Msistanccj and retired to Shiishter, the capital of Khiizistaun ; whi' 

*A.D.1880. 
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ther, had the in treaties of Aadel Ago availed, they ’vould haveheen ;:r.- 
mediately pursued by the undivided force of the Tebrizians to the;: 
entire extermination. Bat. the halitscf dcbaaciierv totvhich the 
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tan ivas become now depiorablv devoted, irrc-sistiblv .ottractci i;im to 
Bagl'.dad ; while Aadel Aga, with a part only of the army, proceeded, 
under considerable dissatisfaction of mind, towar.ls Shdshter. There 
in a short time, he concluded a treaty with thaenomy : only stipn'atii:?, 
that the Shahzadah should for the future coniine himself to the 
tory ofShiishter, and the province ofKhuziitaun, without iater'ering 
ary more with the government of Baghdad. Aadel Aja rejoined Suhan 
Husseyne on the tenth of Zilhudge ;* but perceiving in the monarch 


iiO dispesition to abandon his effeminate courses, he left him for the 
last time ; and svith the troops of his own government, returned to 
Sfihauniah, where he proceeded to exercise without restraint, all the 
powers of independent authority. 

Not long afterwards, the principal inhabitants of Baghdad, With a 
remittance of four hundred tomauns in specie, conveyed to Shahzadah 
Sheikh Ally, and his minister at Shusbter, an invitation to return and 
resume his authority aiilong them. This, they did not conceive them- 
selves under any enjagement to decline ; and they accordingly advanced 
without further delay iuro Arabian Irak. The effeminate Sultan H&s- 


seyne contented himself with dispatching tsvo of his generals, Mah-< 
mud Dowauty. and Omar Keptchauky. to oppose the de.sign ; bat these 
commanders being defeated svith great slaughter, and taken prisoners, 
by Peir Ally Baudek, the Sultan quitted Baghdad on intelligence of 
the disaster, with a precipitation which partook of all the circumstances 
ofa disgraceful fiigiit. Making, however, the best of his way towards 
Tebreiz, he ultimately contrived to reach that place in safety, after 
experiencing a thousand difficulties, a.}d being reduced to practice a 
thousand shifts and expedients. 

About the period at which Sultan Ilusseyne returned to Tebreiz, in 
these circumstaixres of defeat and distress, Aadcl Aga was employed 
in reew'eriug some of the castles in the territory of Key, which had 
been taken possession of by Aineir Wully ; who had by this time ex- 
tended his authority from J urjaun into Mazanderaun westwards. Dis- 
zegardiug all considerations of personal hazard, in order to ccncili- 

• Malta 5tb, 1381. 

jL X jL 



A, H, 784. ate, and perhaps restore to himself the confidence of Aadcl Aga, the 
SifUan did not hesitate to detach to his support the greater part of the 
Habeib-us- troops of his province; thus resigning the protection of himself and 
liiscapitul,toavery slenderand iu-coinpetcnt force. Such was hissitu'. 
ation, when in the early part of the seven hundred and eighty fourth of 
theHidjerah, his brotherSiiltan Ahmed, sufficiently celebrated under 
the title of Sfiltan Ahmed Jullkir, than whom in audacity of mind, 
according to our author, this earth has seldom produced the equal, 
carried away by an unprincipled ambition of power, suddenly quitted 
Tehreiiiand took the road to Ardebcil, which he held in jugueir, or feu. 
dal. siilijcclioii under the authority of hislirother. h'rom Ardebcil, in spite 
of every solicitation on the part of Sultan Hiisseyuc to return, he pro- 
ceeded towards Mogliaun, and from thence into the peninsula of Aran, 
between the Cyrus and Araxes, where he succeeded in assembling a 
body of troops ; aud at the head of these he now retraced his steps to- 
wards the metropolis of Azerbaijaun. On the fifteenth of Snll'iir of the 
seven hundred and eighty fourth of the Hi<ljerah,* he entered that me- 
tropolis by surprise; and although the unhappy Sultan contrived to 
conceal himself in the first moments of alarm, he was however early 
.discovered, and the same night condemned to die, through tlie merci- 
less rigour of an unfeeling brother. 


This prince appears to have enjoyed his precarious sovereignty for 
a period of eight years, five months, and two and twenty days ; but, if 
the representation of some liistorians be true, that, notwithstanding his 
acknowledged singular endowments, he was not only immoilerately 
addicted to his pleasures, but guilty of actions equally inconsistent 
with the dignity of a monarch, and unworthy of his character as a man, 


his fate could not have been either long, or extensively lamented. 
Sultan Ahmed JuLi.AEiR, and Sultan Bayezzid, lust of the Eyl* 

KHAUNIAXS. 

It is here repeated that Sultan Ahmed theson of Awciss,wasa prince 
ScLTAN Ahmed. distinguished for his singular audacity, than for his saugui- 
Jiu.uEiR.lastof.nary and turbulent spirit, the gloominess of his mind, and the unre- 
fte Ejlkbauiiians. lenting cruelty and injustice of his dispositio.n. With these qualities, 

' he is however allowed to have possess.ed from nature some very cotl-^ 
siderable endowments, and in particular lie .is described to have been 

April 20th, 1382-. 
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an unrivalled proiici-'nt in music. But wirhr.iit enitetrins; furtive* 'n*-i a, 
the iliscuss:o-i i/i Jh'.^c p'.iiir?. w;;;-;:! carni:): ;':r 'vjii'Jj'' verv •'’ 

ri.u. tlK'-uiitliorprocecf'iS 10;=: .t''.ruat!;'.,wc’-..Tii'2 Iiau li;;* p.;l .:3 i- 

t’2 Avith tlie Liiood oi oiif? Lr^iLiirr. tucr.i vt-t reuiaiatJ anoiiisr 

i;i Siilran Bincziiiil, wli.> -.ntii so:nc‘ diiricuhv craii^lvtsl to eflcct Lis 
escape to Suitauniah. to dispute his claims to the sovereij-n };o;ver. 

At that place Sultan Bayezzid was received with distinction and re- 
gard by Aadel Aga, wao declared in support of Li' ivothoritvt vrhioh 
lie immediately prepared to assort witliall the force of (usgOTenurver.t. 
Aadtl Au'a was accordindv soon on hi? march towards Tebraiz. hivin g 
tirst, on some jealciisy or other, found it expedient to condr.e the per- 
son of Shah Munshr tiie S hiraiizian. to the fortress of Kerrautj. Be- 
ing however deserted ou Ids arrival at the town of Miaunah, bv Ya'-uhv 
Baiissety the son cf Ally Aynauk, and Abu Siieid the son of Dek-r 
s o * - CO e^ ed .n..e«n gence of his approach and 
liiat of Buyezzid, to Sultan Ahmed ; and the tatter, wiiose power was- 
as yet but imperfectly established, wry gladly availed himself of this 
early infb.Tiiation, to abandon Tebreiz ; which was, shortlv afterward', 


If. :'4. 


. Con- 


sigrdiig the government of Tebreiz to Abbas Aga and Alussaufer Bou- 
datchei, Aadel Aga continued his march toMarend ; from whence he 


detached two of ids captains, Mahmild Dowauty, and KSraBostaum, 
towards the Araxes, or Onrs, with orders to establish themselves on 
that river, and to seize and fortify the bridge of Zeia-ul-mnik. All 
which was accomplished without difficulty. 

In the mean time, Sultan Ahmed contrived to open a secret corres- 
pondence with these two commanders, as well as with Abbas and .Mas- 


saufer, who had been left in cliarge ofTebreiz ; and he finally succeeded 
in persuading them, that the services which they rendered to another 


were justly due to himself alone. This change of disposition on the 
part of his follow^ers, was by some means or other intimated to Aadel 


Aga, and he conceived it prudent to return without delay to Suitaun- 
iah; while Sflltan Ahmed, on intelligence of his retreat, dispatched 
Hamzah, one of his generals, accompanied by Yaughy Baussetv, and 
Abu Saeid recently mentioned, towards Tebreiz, These chiefs, on ap- 
proaching the neighborhood of that city, and observing from afar the 
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A. H. 7 S 4 - 85 . column of troops under M&ssaufer and Abbas, who were marching to 
A. D. 13ms. jQin Ahmed, mutually expressed an apprehension, that if Abbas' 
Hal)eib-us- yg collegue, who were both of the same national stock with the 
Shltan, that of Jullheir, were once admitted to a familiar intercourse 
with the prince, the result must necessarily prove, an acquisition of 
. influence over his councils, farsuperior to any thing to which they could 
pretend. It was therefore determined at once to set their minds at 
rest on this point, before the objects of their jealousy were suffered 
to proceed any further ; and the two chiefs were accordingly put to 
death, at the conference which necessarily took place, and before they 
had yet opened their lips in explanation of their designs. The heads 
of the two commanders were conveyed to Sultan Ahmed ; who thought 
fit, since the act was past redemption, and however privately he dis- 
approved of it, for the present to dissemble his resentment, fie soon 
afterwards re-enteved Tebreiz, and for some time devoted his attention 
to regulate the government, and to conciliate the minds of the people. 

He had not, however, been long thus laudably engaged, when sud- 
denly interrupted in his pursuits, by reports repeatedly announced ef 
the approach of Shaliziidah Sheikh Ally, and Pcir Ally Baudek; who 
had been drawn info Azerbaijaun by the insidious representations of 
Aadel Aga. The Sultan hastened to opjiose, and to give them, battle;, 
which he was enabled to do, on the banks of the huft-roud, or seven, 
rivers 5 but, his left wing being thrown into confusion by the unex.- 
pected desertion of Omar the Keptchaukian, wJio went, over to the 
enemy, he was totally defeated, and compelled to retire by the route of 
lihowy, toNakhtchfiauD. Here, however, at the tomb of Peir Ma- 
hoinmed NiikhtcluVaunY, he had an-, interview with Kara Mahommed 
the Turkman, whose aid he- earnestly solicited' to obtaia vengeance oa 
his enemies. 

The Tflrkman chief expTC.ssed' his readinmto embark in his quarreL; 
stipulating, however, that the Silltan should on his part engage, first, 
that his troops, when the enemy were brought to action,should remain 
inactive spectators, . at a place which at the proper period would be 
pointed out to them,, and so continue until with his own followers the 
Turkman should have decided the victory ; and secondly, that in the' 
event of success, he should relinquish all claim to share jn the booty,, 
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whatever ii nriglit prove. To both these stipulations Sultan Ahmed A. H, 
subscribed without difHculty. On which, with an address t\bich 
evinced considerable skill in the art of war, the Turkman proceeded to 
form a body oi five thousand men, drawn togerher for the occasion, 
into separate Kushuns, or battalions of three hundred each ; and sub- 
dividing each Kiiihuninto sections of thirty men, be further directed 
that ti'.vsc should advance to gall the enemy with their arrows, in dis- 
tinct parties of ten ; alternately retiring and relieved by the suci^eed- 
ini oarties in rotation, until the issue of the contest should be deter- 
mined. In this disposition Kura Mahommed gave battle to the Shah- 
2adah Sheikh Aliy, and Peir Ally Baudek; both of whom fallirig in 
the course of the action, the Tiirkiuaris obtained a signal victory, and 
returned to their stations, with aa imineiHe bootv. Sultan Ahmc-d 
again repossessed himself ofTebreiz; and la derision ofliis attempts to 
subvert his authority, transmitted the head of Peir Aliy, to Aadel Aga 


at Suhnuniah. 

Shortly afterwards, however. Aadel Aga was again on his march for 
Tekreiz ; but some mutual proposals towards an accommodation inn.T- 
veui ng, the Siiltan lad been induced to dispatch two of his officers to 
iiok! a conferrence with his adversaries, and bv the mvsteries of their 
common taith, to confirm the basis of a treaty of peace. Nev'ertheiess, 
while he was expecting the return of his agents, the Snit.m was sud- 
denly apprized that Aadel Aga was at hand ; and becoming alarmed at 
iiitdiigcnce which he was not prepared to receive, another flight to 
Nukluchuaun.Mogliaun, and Aran, was found unavoidable, and his last 
alieniative was an airpliciition to Hoshung prince of Shirvaun. In 
the mean time, Aadel Aga took up his quarters at Oujaun, where the 
Ameirs of the province in general submitted to him, and were received 
with eqnci kindness and distinction. Such was the situation ot affairs, 
w'hen through the mediation of Ameir Hoslmng, a treaty was at last 
conol tilled between the hostile chiefs ; by which it was finally arranged 
that Azerbuijaun should be cedjd in full sovereiguty to Siiltan Ahmed ; 
Irak Aj' in to Sultan Bayezzid ; and that Aadel Aga should be associated 
withSiilian Ahmed, in the possession of Arabian Irak. 

Ptetiirning toSuUauniah upon this arrangement, an application was 
conveyed to Aadel Ag^ from the principal inhabitants of Bajhdhd, 


uaaa. 
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A. H. 785-86. soliciting that a person in his confidence mightatiend them to that city; 

A. D. 1383. engagingthat they would undertake tosecure the whole of it, in his 
Habeib-us- Jjj consequence of this, Tilrsoun, a couzin german of his own 

scyr» j ^ 

of established character and reputation in arms, was selected by Aade! 
Aga, to accompany the persons who had promoted the application 
into Arabian Irkk, and, wdth Kowaum-ud-dein Alenjeky as his deputy,, 
to assume the government of Baghdy. On his arrival, Abdulm^lek 
Thmghatchei, whowas intbetemporary exercise of authority, attended 
by the party concerned in the assassination of Ameir Ismaeil, pro- 
ceeded to visit the new governor; and, with all who accompanied him, 
was immediately put to death. A treasure of two thousand tomauns 
found in his dwelling, became the prey of an indigent and rapacious- 
multitude; and the whole city being upon this abandoned to sedition 
and outrage, the money which had been collected for Aadel Aga dis- 
appeared in the universal uproar that ensued-. 

Intelligence of these disordersand usurpations being, however, early 
conveyed to Stikan Ahmed, now at Tebreiz, he hastened without de- 
lay to put an end to them. On the marcii, he was joined by Shah 
Muns-ur the Shirauzian, who had contrived to effect his escape from- 
Kerrautu ; and TArsoun, having fled from Baghdad, in the direction of 
Yakoubiah, on the- approach of the Shltan, he was immediately pur- 
sued and overtaken, and a few days afterwards perished, together with 
his deputy, by the sword of the executioner; 

Having passed the winter at Baghdad, Sultan Alimed returned in 
the spring of seven hundred and eighty five,* into Azerbaijaun ;- leav- 
ing Shah Munsur the Shirauzian, whom he never saw again, well es- 
tablished- in the countries on the Tigris, and the metropolis of Baglidad 
under the separate government of Xhaujah Yaheya the Somiiaiinian. 
In the neighborhood of Meraughah, he was now' opposed in battle by 
the troopsof Aadel- Aga ; whom he appears to have defeated with con- 
siderable slaughter; Aadel- Aga retiring upon this to his government 
of Sultauniah, the-Sultan proceeded to Oujaun ; and ad-vancing shortly 
afterwards with accelevatedspeed in-pufsui-t of the Aga, that chief with^ 
drew at his approach, and entrusting the defence of his capital to one 
iii whose fidelity he thought he could rely, made the best of his way 
to Hamad, aqn. From that place he immediately .dispatched to solicit 
the assistance of Shah Shujia prince of Shiraiiz. 

*A.D.I383. 
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SlisiuSlro’ia er<ii:-rf.er-cl wifr. avi;;ity th-jopp'rtif.^i'ry i': J, A. I 

cf exiendin:: bii power irito Az3ri^' ''v.:n ; and r .-ndnct;.!.- ;.i> ^ 

irr/xediatek to the ?t:r.i:n c: he wa-i iher: j-fir.edi hy S.driaa 

Buvszzid and Addel Ara, whom he aroo’xp'riirfl short/.' afertv./ k 
into Horradaun. At that place the azeTA' c’dtaa Aiuri.'d n/'v .;h> 
tresented themselves, to dc-raa::j an ioierview v.ith the : rxcoo;?://- 

j. * 

auz; at which they tleclarea on the part of the-;- mast:-;o so hr, os 
related to Sultan Bayezaid liis hereditary superior, he was no: ;.o the 
slightest decree disposed towithhol liramhjm.ldsju'tsho/.; o; pow--;; 
and that he would very cheerfully siibscrioe to any arris grmeot wh: ;h 
Shah Shiijla mig'utthink it equitable to dictate o;'. tiiat h-afi. But, wiih 
respect to Aadel, ihathcwas arefractoryar/irebcliioiis vass li, who hivi 
insidiously availed himself of the Slmb’s proteciioo ; and iie trusted 
that he would neither be encouraged in his audacity, nor enabled to ex- 
ecute hisunprincipleddesignsof usurpation. Ilavingalready conceived 
the design of discarding Aadel Ag>.. and of obtaining possession oi Sul- 
tauniah for himself, in the name of Sultan B-tvezziJ, Shah Shujia pro- 
ceeded to disclose these views with littlereserve to theagentsofSukan 


Ahmed; and the plan was finally resol veil on between them. The first 
indication of some such secret arrangement, was an order from Shah 
Shujiu, that the Tebriaian Ameirs in the service of Sultan Bayezzid, 
should discontinue their visits to Aadel Aga. 

Sultan Ahmed now withdrew to Tebreiz ; while his brother Bay- 
ezzid. accompanied by Ibrauhim Shah, and Abdnlkereiin, two of the 
officers of Shah Shujia, to whom he had engaged to assign the entire 
administration of his government, took the road to Sultjuuiah ; tlieShir- 
auzian,on his part, confiding to this engagement, proccedingtoShush- 
ter, the capital of Khuzistaun, anciently Susa. On their arrival at 
Sultauuiab,neverthekss, Omar Keptchauky, and Mahommed Jem- 
sheid, two principal commandHrs in the service of Sultan Bayezzid, 
proceeded to dispute both tlie policy and expediency of committing 
either town or citadel, to the discretion of ShahShujia’s officers : and 
thf^ result was, that these officers were designedly lodged in a con- 
fin.^dand sequestered part of the city, while the Sultan and his coui c 
took possession of tlie citadel, without further attendi:!? fo their si- 
tu, //u in the slightest degree. Hence, reduced to extremity for the 

TOL. II. 4 Y 
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A, H. 7^53-80. ■Peyy Means of existence, both Ibrauhun Siialiand Abdulkereiin, were 
A. D. 1383434. compelled in the depth of winter to make the best of their way tc 

Ilabeib-us- 

When he had, however, continued in the exercise of his authority 
for a period of fifteen days, Shltan Bayezzid, most unexpectedly, and 
apparently without provocation, put to death Omar the Keptchaukian, 
one of his most distinguished captains ; and this act of capricious cru- 
elty filling the rest of his officers with suspicion and alarm, they all 
immediately fled his court. And, intelligence of his brother’s folly 
being soon conveyed to Sultan Ahmed, that prince repaired without 
delay to Sultauniah ; and having obtained possession of the citadel by 
capitulation, he immediatelyplaced it in a respectable state of defence, 
and established his son ICeybouga, a child of two, or perhaps of ten 
years old, in the government, under the tutelage of Tohobaun Kour- 
tchei, possibly his chief engineer. After which consigning the terri- 
torial management to Sheikh Mahmud JandaiU) the SMtan returned 
toTebreiz, compelling his brother Bayezzid to bear him company. 

In these circumstances rumour widely circulated the intelligence, 
that the irresistible Teymur was on his march towards Ir&k and Azer- 
bhijaun ; and not long afterwards, the envoys of that celebrated con- 
queror, made their appearance at Tebreiz. Sultan Ahmed, however, 
declined seeing them until fie should have removed to BaghdSld ; for 
which city he immediately directed that they should proceed under a 
properescort, while he followed himself, at his own convenience. Aa- 
del Aga, whose enterprising' ambition continued still unsubdued by 
adverse contingencies, hastened to avail himself of the absence ofthe 
Siiltan, and once more obtained possession of Sfiltauniah ; and being 
immediately joined by many thousands in arms, proceeded to fortify 
and secure himself in that city. This produced a renewal of hostilities 
between him and SMtan Ahmed ; in which while they were yet en- 
gaged, the gilded crescents on the standards of Teymfir announced 
■ the actual arrival of that monarch on the frontiers of Farss and Ir&k 
Ajem, and drew the attention of the hostile chiefs, from the efibrts of 
mutual extermination, to contend with the more dreadful evils of for- 
eign invasion. 
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AAcr Lur.: n'.a'3tJ:iaIttnii:icn;.ial wntcst iv'ih th'-ariruc-jofTfr- 
r.iir. ft.r ,i ji.i'iod of con!.; J»;rab’ie duration, Sultan Ahmed was at last 
cun-trai:ied to fly for protect)c:i to the court of Bajazet, tiic monarch of 
the Oti.marilu, or Ottoman Turks, (Eylderem Bayezzid— Bayezzid the 
tiiUiiderbolt,) with whom he continued, until that prince was calltd 
upon to defend his own dominions, on the approach of the same in- 
^ incible conqueror. lie then, in company with Kara Yussuf the Turk- 
man, who had alsosought the protection of Bajazet, corruptly so called, 
withdrew through Syria into Egypt. The Sultan of Egypt, Melek 
Feiidje, treated them for some time, with fritndiy aospuality; but ulti- 
matelv threw them into prison, with the design of conreving them in 
chains to the presence of the Tclicghataian conqueror. But while he 
was preparing to carry bis design into execution, it was fortunately 
ascertained that death had terminated the fearful career ofTevmur: and 
the two chiefs were immediately set at large, and permitted to make 
the best of their way, Sultan Ahmed into Arabian Irak, and Kara 
Y*us5uf into Azerbaijaun, respectively, Sultan Ahmed contrived with- 
out much diiticuky to repossess himself of Irak, and Kira Yussuf wa? 
equally successful in reducing Azerbaijaun, But, the Turkman chief 
having occasion to be absent on an expedition to the borders of west- 
ern Anatolia, his ally, Sultan Ahmed the partner of his exile, and the 
associate of his misfortunes, in direct violation of his engagements, 
availed himself of the advantage, to enter Azerbaijaun, and take pos- 
session of Tebreiz. This perfidious breach of contract was not long 
without its punishment. Kara Y'ussuf returned from his expedition, 
and at the distance of two farsangs, or about eight miles from Tebreiz, 
on Friday the twenty fifth of the latter Rebbeia, of the 813th of the 
Hidjerah,* gave battle to his faithless ally. In this Sultan Ahmed was 
totally defeated; and endeavoring to conceal himself within the city, 
he was the same night discovered and put to death by his indignant 
conqueror, after having hpid a precarious authority, for seven andtwea- 
ty years four months and ten days. With him terminated the power 
of the family of Jullaeir, which commenced, as we have already seen, 
with Ameir Hussunthe Eylkhaunian, the son in law ofAmeirTcho- 
baun Yelduz so often mentioned in the preceding pages. 

* Member Stb, 1409. 


.4. D, lU't4-ll09. 
st\u 



m 

A. H. 012. The concluding events of the reign of Sultan Ahmed JulUeir, have 
A. D. 1409. been thus briefly anticipated, in order to hasten to the more important 
habeib-us-" subject of the history of Tet/mir ; which will be presented to therea- 
der in the subsequent volume— if it be permitted*to the author of these 
pages to hope for the continuation of life and health, to prosecute hU 
design to its termination. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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